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8000 Fellowship Road • Basking Ridge, NJ • 07920

❑ Please call me to arrange a private tour.

Equal Housing Opportunity

Without the responsibilities of your home, you are now free to enjoy 

an engaging lifestyle of activities and social programs with complete peace of mind.

Fellowship Village, a Continuing Care Retirement Community, offers upscale 

Independent Living with the assurance of on-site healthcare for those who have retired

but still want to enjoy all of the adventures life has to offer. Visit our beautiful 

community and find out why more people are calling Fellowship Village home.

Call 1-800-458-6715 or visit www.fellowshipvillage.org
for information or to schedule a tour.
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Today, at

❑ Please send me more information.

WL 3/15/07

Union County Residents Need to
Look Out for the Locomotives

Judging by an article in this week’s
Star Ledger, it appears as though the
Union County Board of Chosen Free-
holders is working to get what has been
referred to as the ‘garbage train’ back on
track.

County Manager George Devaney re-
leased some snippets from a report pre-
pared by the county’s Department of Eco-
nomic Development at the request of state
Transportation Commissioner Kris
Kolluri. Before the state sent another dime,
Mr. Kolluri wanted a full review of the
costs and benefits of restoring service on
the two train lines: the Staten Island RR
from Cranford to Linden and the Rahway
Valley Line from Cranford to Summit.

Work was stopped on the controversial
reactivations over one year ago when
financing was halted, much to the delight
of many residents who reside in close
proximity to the tracks and others who do
the daily drive on the heavily traversed
roads which would be impacted by grade
level crossings.

According to a new analysis by the
county of the 14-mile stretch of track,
there would be created at least 500 jobs
and more than $10 million generated. It is
particularly interesting that the report also
states that 1,000 jobs could be created and
that the county itself could end up receiv-
ing an estimated $200,000 a year. Well,
which is it?

The history of the project has indeed
been confusing all along, starting with
former Freeholder Nick Scutari’s letter
to residents stating that the train would
not be reactivated when indeed a con-
tract had already been signed 5 months
prior for track maintenance. The free-
holders did some back pedaling at the
time telling residents, “we feel your pain”
and stated that they had to sign a contract
so that they could maintain control of the
situation to protect the interests of the
residents and not let it fall into other
more powerful and heavier hands like
the federal government. The questions
remain over what is to be transported
and how frequently residents would have
the 9:02 passing by their bedroom win-
dows just feet away. Who are they to
believe?

On first blush, the train sounds like a
“sweet” idea, relieving our roads of traf-

fic by encouraging industry along the
lines to move materials and goods by rail,
taking over 30,000 or more trucks off
Union County’s roads per year, but is it
really? Two recent rail accidents come to
mind. The first of course is the Graniteville
train disaster in January 2005 where 10
people died and at least 250 were treated
for chlorine exposure while 5,400 resi-
dents within a mile of the crash site were
forced to evacuate their homes for nearly
2 weeks. The second just recently, Febru-
ary 2007, nearby in South Plainfield,
where two locomotive engines and a box
car crashed 150 feet through the cinder
block wall of a pigment manufacturing
plant before coming to rest.

The locomotives were pulling a train of
82 tanker cars loaded with ethanol. Fortu-
nately none of the cars ruptured and thank-
fully no one was injured as it was during
non-working hours. Both accidents in-
volved rail sidings and switching situa-
tions in light manufacturing areas in prox-
imity to residential settings.

These are the kinds of scenarios that
the towns residents are concerned about
as they realize that the county misrepre-
sented the situation already and now has
no guarantee what the trains will be haul-
ing in 9, 10 or even 11 years as the
contract with the rail line was very limited
in duration and quite open ended in scope.

I first heard of the UC project when
appointed to the UC Transportation Ad-
visory Board (TAB) in 2000 representing
Garwood. We would be unaffected, as
would other towns on the Raritan Valley
line that runs along North Avenue; after
all, those trains are of the commuter vari-
ety so few of the powers that be cared.
However, that could change in a minute
as there was talk, even at that time, of
adding a third track to provide light freight
service along the Route 28 corridor, in-
cluding investigation of how track use is
combined overseas.

We know that these ideas just don’t
disappear once proposed as someone usu-
ally figures out how to make a buck and
the public’s safety be damned. Wouldn’t
it be interesting to learn just who owns
stock in what RR’s here in New Jersey?

Pat Quattrocchi
GOP Candidate for Freeholder

New Article Raises More Questions
On M&E Freight Rail Project

“County envisions new life from freight
trains,” a recent article in a local daily
paper, raised suspicion among those fol-
lowing what is known as “Fuller’s Folly.”
Two months ago, the same paper quoted
the M & E Freight’s Chief Operating
Officer Gordon Fuller as saying, “It will
require another $2.9 million to finish the
Staten Island line, with nearly half of that
going for signals and gates at the grade
crossings in Roselle.”

This past week the amount dramati-
cally changed, “officials estimate that it
will require $8.9 million more to have
that portion operational.” If less than two
months can make a difference of $6 mil-
lion in the official estimates, Union County
taxpayers are being railroaded by the state,
the county and the M & E. How much will
it cost taxpayers in the final accounting?

According to Union County Manager
George Devanney, “The economics of going
to Union (the town) are good for everybody.”

Mr. Devanney should know better. He
signed the contract with the M & E Rail-
way on May 9, 2002 that states, “The
County shall place all funds it receives
from the M & E and any other revenue
relating to the railroad to which it is en-
titled in a dedicated interest bearing ac-
count (hereafter “the Railroad Account”)
which shall be the property of the county.
The funds in this account will be used
exclusively by the county for the purpose
of funding any railroad rehabilitation or
other work relating exclusively to the Line.”

The article based its information on a
report prepared by Union County Depart-
ment of Economic Development. It states
that by using the freight train, nearly 32,000
truck trips a year will be eliminated. Roselle
residents who were present at a council
meeting several months ago heard Council-
woman Cecilia Ricks say that Roselle will
make millions because there will be truck
transfers in Roselle. When residents ob-
jected to the increase of truck traffic in our
small borough, she told them the trucks
would be scheduled for only early mornings.

Fuller said his freights would run late at
night. How convenient? Trucks and trains
at Roselle’s new train/truck transfer de-
pot! Some very significant points made in
the March article show how decisions are
made by our elected officials.

“The stiffest resistance to the comple-
tion of the rail project has come from
Springfield and Summit, Corzine’s former
hometown. Summit Mayor Jordan Glatt
has discussed the rail project with Corzine,
an old friend, on numerous occasions. ‘I
think he’s listened. He’s been noncom-
mittal, but he’s definitely listened with an
open mind,’ Glatt said.”

Congratulations! Everyone surely lis-
tened, including Devanney. Suddenly, ac-
cording to Devanney, Union County is
now “looking for alternative routes to
enable the M & E make a connection to its
Morristown base without going through
Summit and Springfield.”

Why is Union County using Roselle as a
doormat? We fought the freight for the
same reasons Summit and Springfield did.
We are happy they won the battle. Unfortu-
nately, Roselle didn’t have the same power.
Many of our local officials had county or
other politically related jobs when Devanney
signed the contract with M & E.

Roselle has been trying to find out from
the state Department of Transportation
Commissioner Kolluri and from Union
County what safety studies or testing have
been done in residential Roselle. Kolluri
said the county is responsible for insuring
safety. Neither the county, nor officials of
the M & E freight line responded to re-
quests for this data, if it, in fact, exists.
Were tests done? By whom? When? This
is an ancient track. Simply replacing old
creosote ties with new ones does not fit
the bill for the modern-day freight loads,
which are heavier, longer and higher.

More frequent stress and vibrations on
a track that runs along the Sun Gas pipe-
line must be tested before freight cars,
bearing unspecified cargo, are permitted
through our town.

Arlene Murphy
Roselle

Legislation Actually Helps Prevent
Criminals from Purchasing a Gun

The gun control legislation just passed
by the House of Representatives and sup-
ported by President George W. Bush and
the NRA [National Rifle Association]
will greatly improve the information in
the National Instant Criminal Background
Check System.

This legislation will require states to
report data on criminals and the mentally
ill, thereby preventing them from pur-
chasing guns. Passing this valuable legis-
lation will depend on what happens to the
“privacy laws” currently affecting health
services, schools and even local police
departments. Privacy laws currently pre-
vent the sharing of information between
Federal, State and Local agencies.

The sharing of background informa-
tion between government agencies was

even one of the problems identified by the
9/11 Commission. Seung-Hui Cho, who
killed 32 students at Virginia Tech, was
able to buy a gun because the “privacy
laws” prevented the sharing of informa-
tion on his mental condition.

This is one of those rare times that
legislation will actually help stop crimi-
nals and the mentally ill from purchasing
a gun while protecting the rights of the
honest citizen. Lets hope the so called
“right to privacy” advocates do not stand
in the way of a law that will actually
prevent criminals and the mentally ill
from buying a gun and [protect] the rights
of average citizen.

Thomas Lienhard
Westfield

Privatization Would be More Costly
For Rahway Valley Sewerage Plant

Privatization is likely to result in unnec-
essary and additional rate increases to pay
for professional fees to administer the con-
tract and to pay for work not specified in
the contract (“extras” or “change orders”).

The Rahway Valley Sewerage Author-
ity (RVSA) is spending over $200,000,000
to expand and upgrade its treatment facili-
ties. It is likely that a contractor will per-
form minimal maintenance resulting in
premature equipment replacement (capi-
tal expenditures). Capital replacement is
not included in privatization contracts.
RVSA’s public employees are currently
operating some equipment that is 20 to 40
years old. It is unlikely that the new equip-
ment will have this lifespan if maintained
by a private contractor who is not finan-
cially responsible for its replacement.

Private Contractors are “For Profit”
businesses. Who do you think will pay for
their profits?

RVSA is considering privatizing its
cogeneration facility that is currently un-
der construction. They don’t even have a
baseline of operating and maintenance
expenses to use in evaluating a
privatization contractor’s proposal.

Pursuing proposals from privatization
contractors will cost about $500,000 in pro-
fessional fees for preparing the Request for
Proposals and the contract and for reviewing
the proposals that are received. This is in
addition to the professional fees that will be
incurred for administering the contract.

There is a history of failed privatization
contracts, e.g. Atlanta Georgia. Research
the privatization failures for yourself for
starters. Visit citizen.org/documents/
atlantafiasco.pdf and www.cbc.ca/fifth/
deadinthewater/america.html.

What you can do? Attend RVSA board
meetings and speak out. Meetings dates
are posted at: www.rahwayvalleysa.com/
r v s a _ o f f i c i a l _ b u s i n e s s /
meetings_minutes/meet_minutes.html.

Attend mayor and council meetings
and speak out write to the RVSA commis-
sioners. Write to your local elected offi-
cials and your state legislators at public
meetings. Talk to the press against
privatization. Get involved! It’s your
money that is going to go down the drain.

Tony Gencarelli
Edison

SPF Raider Athletic Booster Club
President Reviews Accomplishments

As the school year winds down, I would
like to thank everyone involved for mak-
ing 2006/2007 another successful year
for the SPF Blue Raider Athletic Booster
Club. The booster club again achieved its
objective of providing financial assis-
tance to aid in the training and develop-
ment of our student athletes, fund schol-
arships to deserving seniors and recog-
nize all of the student athletes through the
fall, winter and spring sports awards pro-
grams and a special senior sports award
dinner for all graduating student athletes.
All of the funds raised during the year get
put back into the program for the benefit
of our student athletes. For more informa-
tion, see spf12.org/athleticboosters.com.

The scholarship award winners this
year were: Lauren Weisbrod and Zachary
Silk for the Anthony Giannaci Blue Raider
Service and Sportsmanship Scholarship;
Alison Hoynes-O’Connor and Colin
Campbell for the Gene Shiller Blue Raid-
ers Athletic Club Scholarship; Lauren
Adams for the Hank Goudy Memorial
Scholarship and Allison Zazzali for the
Debbie Mains Memorial Scholarship.

On the training and development front,
I am pleased to announce that all of the
“wish list” items asked for by our coaches,
totaling close to $20,000, have been ap-
proved for the 2007/2008 season. This
brings the athletic booster club’s finan-
cial assistance to our athletic programs
close to $100,000 over the past five years.

Probably the biggest noteworthy suc-
cess of the year for the booster club was the
approval of the Turf-It proposal. Led by
the unwavering determination of Anthony
Giannaci, the club helped to bring this long
awaited and much needed project to a
successful vote at the April BOE elections.
After the fall 2007 season, we should begin
to see construction take place and two new
turf fields and a new track facility become
a reality in the spring of 2008.

Lastly, I would like to thank outgoing
president Bob Desiato and vice president
Joe Cianciotta for their contributions to this
past year. The executive board for next year
consists of John Maxwell, President; Curt
Brand, Vice President; Jerilyn Campbell,

Secretary; and Bill Bonadies as Treasurer.
As always, the support and dedication of
our athletic director, Rob Harmer, makes
our job a lot easier. Rob truly has the best
interests of our student athletes at heart.

I hope everyone has an enjoyable, safe
and relaxing summer, and we look for-
ward again to another successful year in
2007/2008.

John Maxwell
President, SPF Athletic Booster Club

Two More Hearings
Planned on FAA Plan
WASHINGTON, D.C. – The Federal

Administration Aviation (FAA) has an-
nounced plans to hold two additional pub-
lic hearings in New Jersey on plans to
allow more planes to fly over the New
York-New Jersey-Philadelphia region.

“The FAA’s plans could dramatically
affect quality of life in New Jersey. With-
out public hearings in New Jersey’s com-
munities, the FAA will silence the resi-
dents who could suffer from this deci-
sion,” said Senator Frank Lautenberg (D-
NJ). “These hearings will provide a voice
for residents and communities to express
their concerns about this plan.”

The two meetings will take place in
either Camden or Gloucester Counties
for southern New Jersey residents and in
Bergen County for northern New Jersey
residents. The FAA will make an an-
nouncement once locations are confirmed.

Noise mitigation meetings will be held
on Wednesday, June 27, from 6:30 to 9 p.m.
at the Crowne Plaza located at 2349 Marlton
Pike West in Cherry Hill. The second meet-
ing will take place Thursday, June 28, from
6:30 to 9 p.m. at the Hilton located at 200
Tice Blvd. in Woodcliff Lake.

In a letter to Mr. Lautenberg, FAA Ad-
ministrator Marion Blakey said, “At your
request, we will hold two additional public
meetings regarding this proposal within the
next 45 days. All comments provided at
these meetings will be included in the pub-
lic record and all attendees will be presented
the same materials as were made available
in previous meetings on this issue.”

Cancer Volunteers
Thank U.C. Residents
On behalf of the American Cancer

Society and the planning committee for
the 2007 Relay for Life of Union, I would
like to thank the residents of Union County
for their generosity and support. Forty-
five teams spent the weekend of June 9
walking the track at Roselle Park High
School to raise over $170,000 for the
American Cancer Society.

One-hundred-and-fifty survivors
opened the event by walking the Survivor
Lap as community members, friends and
family honored them. At nightfall, hun-
dreds of luminaries were lit around the
track, each representing a loved one who
has been diagnosed.

The American Cancer Society would
like to thank all the volunteers and partici-
pants who helped make the event a suc-
cess, including top fundraising team: Kiss
Away Cancer, who alone raised over
$20,000. We thank this year’s Flagship
Teams: Trinitas Comprehensive Cancer
Center, Team Roselle Park, Amici e
Cugini, Washington Wildcats and Weight
Watchers. We want to express a special
thank you to country music artist Ricky
Lee for performing at our event.

All funds raised through Relay for Life
will support the fight against cancer through
research, education, advocacy and service.
If you or someone you know is diagnosed,
the American Cancer Society can help. Call
1-800-ACS-2345 or visit www.cancer.org.

Ruthanne Brown
Cranford Volunteer

NJ Transit Orders
More Multilevel Cars
NEWARK — NJ Transit will purchase

45 additional multilevel rail cars from Bom-
bardier Transportation, bringing their fleet to
279 rail cars to meet and anticipate ride
demand on its busiest rail lines, while provid-
ing a higher level of comfort for customers.

“Purchasing additional multilevel rail
cars is a smart business decision, one that
will allow us to replace some of our aging
fleet more cost-effectively than overhaul-
ing older rail cars,” said NJ Transit board
chairman Kris Kolluri.
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