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TAKE A STAND…Six-year-old Sydney Von Oehsen of Scotch Plains recently
held a front-yard lemonade stand for the Alex’s Lemonade Stand Foundation,
a non-profit organization dedicated to helping fight cancer in children. Over
the weekend of June 9-10, Sydney raised a total of $197.78 to donate to the
charity. More information on Alex’s Lemonade Stand is available at
alexslemonade.org.

SP Council Delays Transfer
Of Malibu Liquor License

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The town-
ship council took no action last week
on a proposed liquor-license transfer
because a required tax-clearance cer-
tificate from state officials has not yet
been issued.

World Entertainment Group, which
plans to open a dessert and coffee
shop at 375 Park Avenue, seeks
approval from the council, in its role
as the local alcoholic beverage
commission (ABC), to purchase a
liquor license currently owned by
Rayric Corp., which owned the former
Club Malibu nightclub on Terrill
Road.

At the hearing last Thursday, town-
ship attorney Brian Levine said the
state ABC had issued a special ruling
that any renewal of the liquor license
be subject to a condition that it be
used at an active site before June 30.
In February, the township planning
board approved World
Entertainment’s application to open
the restaurant, a “1960s-style café
and coffee shop” that would seat 53
patrons.

At last week’s hearing, attorney
Ted Shiller, speaking on behalf of
Rayric owner Dominic Caruso, said
that Rayric’s corporate charter,
which had been revoked by the state
Division of Taxation, had recently
been reinstated after back tax re-
turns were filed. All that is needed
from Trenton before the liquor li-
cense transfer can move forward,
he said, is the tax-clearance certifi-
cate. If the certificate is not issued
by the end of the month, the state
ABC will be asked for a special
ruling to extend the life of the Rayric
liquor license, which is now classi-
fied as a pocket license.

During the hearing, Myron Patt of
Jackson, spoke in objection to the
transfer. Saying he was the owner of
a $150,000 judgment against Rayric
Corp., which he had purchased from
former Rayric principal Lawrence
Ray, Mr. Patt asserted that the liquor
license is Rayric’s sole asset. A
transfer, he said, would leave Rayric
with no resources from which to pay
him the debt he says he is owed.
However, Mr. Levine noted that in
2003, a court — after a dispute over
the license’s ownership with Mr. Ray
— ruled that Mr. Caruso was the sole

owner of the license and was free to
do whatever he wanted with it.

Mr. Levine and Mr. Shiller agreed
that Mr. Patt had no legal ground to
put any claim on the liquor license.
Mr. Shiller said prior rulings have
stated that liquor licenses or proceeds
from sales of such licenses cannot be
subject to liens of any kind. A local
ABC cannot deny a transfer based on
a judgment against the selling entity
even if the liquor license is the entity’s
sole asset, officials said.

Wayne Baker and Katie Newingham for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
NOW YOU SEE IT…NOW YOU DON’T…On Tuesday morning, the former
home of James and Marilyn Lucas at 2377 Richmond Street was demolished to
make room for an enlargement of Jerseyland Park to house a new soccer field. The
added space will allow a full-sized soccer field and a full-depth outfield for
baseball. The town purchased the property a year ago.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

Fanwood Seeks Additional Input
On Improving Forest Road Park

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — Fanwood officials
are expected to hold another meeting
next month with local sports leagues
to discuss field conditions at Forest
Road Park and to hear input on
whether any other upgrades to the
facility are needed.

A meeting on Monday night to
discuss these matters was sparsely
attended, said Fanwood Councilman
David Valian, who led the discussion
and expressed his disappointment that
attendance wasn’t greater. He said he
had invited representatives from the

baseball and soccer organizations that
use the fields.

The two baseball fields at the
park have been the focus of concern
for years, as the ground has hardened
to the point where, as Dean Talcott
from the St. Bart’s Softball League
put it, “it’s like playing on astroturf.”
He said there are times when a hard-
hit ground ball can skip across the
field and past players so fast that it
turns the hit into a homerun. Over
the years, rocks, pebbles and glass
have started to come through the
dirt, much of which was donated
landfill from Fanwood, Scotch

Plains and Westfield that was used
several years ago to fill in the two
fields.

At Monday night’s meeting, Mr.
Talcott said the hard surface, along
with the stones and rocks, should be
viewed as a safety issue for players.
He suggested that test holes be dug
“to see what’s underground” and
examine the soil’s composition.

Mayor Colleen Mahr, who attended
part of the meeting, said the borough
engineer could probably do the
testing. Bob Budianksy, the borough
recreation director, said an
enginnering professional should be
contacted to provide an analysis of
the soil.

Mr. Valian said that soil erosion at
the fields in recent years has caused
the playing surface to grow more
unsafe, not only for baseball and
softball players but also for the youth
soccer leagues that utilize the fields.

“Erosion has taken away all the
good soil,” he said.

Last year, the borough council was
prepared to spend $110,000 for a
new irrigation system at Forest Road
Park, similar to what was done at
LaGrande Park. But the council this
year decided to first investigate the
problems further before committing
any funding and also to receive input

Montana Man Gets Life
For Murder of SP Woman

By ALLISON GIBBONS
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – Ronald James
Ward was sentenced Thursday in Ar-
kansas to a life sentence for the sexual
assault and murder of former Scotch
Plains resident Kristin Laurite.

The murder occurred almost seven
years ago, on August 26, 2000, when
Ms. Laurite was driving through Ar-
kansas to California to join her boy-
friend.

“I have been waiting for this day
for almost seven years. Finally, jus-
tice will be served for the brutal mur-
der of my daughter, Kristin. Although
the pain never goes away, I will fi-
nally get some peace of mind know-
ing that this predator will never again
be a part of society,” Lynn
DiBenedetto said in a letter to The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times.

Ward entered a “no-contest” plea
to the murder, Prosecutor Tom Tatum
said when reached by The Times for
comment last Wednesday.

At the sentencing, Mr. Tatum said
Mr. Ward appeared emotional at times.
Ms. DiBenedetto “made a very ap-
propriate speech about her loss, and
hopefully Mr. Ward understands their

loss,” Mr. Tatum said.
Ward, 40, is already serving one

life sentence for the 2000 murder of a
Montana man. This life sentence in
Arkansas is intended to keep Ward
behind bars should he be released
early from his Montana jail time.

Ward was officially charged for the
murder last spring, after authorities
announced in June 2005 that he had
been linked to the Laurite murder
through DNA evidence.

He is already serving a life sen-
tence for a murder he committed in
2000. Craig Petrich, 43, of Montana,
was reportedly robbed, beaten and
shot to death in Montana on October
16, 2000.

DNA also has linked Ward to two
other murders in 2000. Jackie Travis,
49, was beaten to death in her in
Merced, Calif., apartment on De-
cember 7; Ward has been charged in
the homicide of Shela Polly, 32, in
Ravalli County, Mont., on Decem-
ber 30.

“My sincere thanks and gratitude
go to all law enforcement agencies
that were responsible for the identifi-
cation and apprehension of this killer,”
Ms. DiBenedetto said.

SP Council Hires Structural Engineer
To Evaluate Condition of DPW Building

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The town-
ship council will engage the services
of a structural engineer to evaluate
the public works facility on Plainfield
Avenue to see whether the existing
building can be refurbished or whether
a new building needs to be built.

In conjunction with that evaluation,
the council will consider proposals to

replace the building’s leaking roof,
which is the focus of state workplace
safety regulators.

At its conference meeting on
Tuesday, the council agreed to have
Joseph Byron, a structural engineer
from Westfield, perform an analysis
of the public works building, which is
more than 45 years old, to see, as
township manager Thomas Atkins put
it, “if it’s possible to work with what

we have.” Mr. Byron will submit his
report next month so that the council
can then move forward with a decision
on how extensive a roof repair to
undertake.

The state’s Public Employees
Occupational Safety and Health
Administration, which inspects public
facilities annually, has raised concerns
about the roof’s condition, and the
council needs to take action to avoid
further problems with the agency,
officials said.

Two companies are currently in-
volved in offering roofing proposals,
and the council seeks ideas to stem
the roof’s leaks for “at least the next
few years” until a decision about the
building’s status is made.

Councilwoman Nancy Malool said
it was important to fix the roof now,
not only to satisfy the state but also
because even if officials decide to
construct a new facility, “it’s not go-
ing to start to happen for at least a
year.”

The council continues to meet with
architects to discuss options for sub-
stantially renovating or replacing the
public works facility.

In other business, the council plans
to ask for weekly status reports from
the contractors handling the
refurbishing of the municipal
building. The project, which began
late last year, was originally expected
to be completed by the end of the
month, but bad weather and other
delays have pushed back the
completion date. The new roof is
nearly finished and new windows on
the building’s first floor have been
installed.

Horace Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
FOR A WORTHY CAUSE…Community members mingle Monday night at the Northside Trattoria in Westfield during
the fourth annual wine tasting and silent auction to raise funds in support of the Center for Hope Hospice & Palliative Care
Auxiliary in Scotch Plains. Pictured, left to right, are: Rodney Rose, a liquor distributor who provided the wine for the wine
tasting, bartender and college student Melissa Sette of Scotch Plains, state patrolman Will Humphries, attorney John Blake
and his wife Joan of Westfield and The Times marketing director Fred Lecomte.

Increased Traffic, Students Among
Concerns At First TDR Hearing
By MICHELLE BUCCOLA

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD – “I would sooner trust
the Taliban than this program,” An-
thony Parenti, former borough police
chief, said at Monday night’s
Fanwood planning board public hear-
ing on the proposed Transfer of De-
velopment Rights (TDR) program.

Stanley Slachetka of T&M Associ-
ates told the board that it has several
issues to consider, starting with the
number of properties included in the
sending district, in this case the his-
toric district. Mr. Slachetka said the
board must decide whether or not to
include those properties designated
as “non-contributing,” meaning they
lie within the parameters of the his-
toric district but exhibit no historical
characteristics. Also, he said, the
board must decide whether to include
13 homes classified as historically
significant that lie outside the his-
toric district.

Mr. Slachetka additionally said the
board must conclude whether the in-
centives in the proposal are appropri-
ate and how the development would
impact not only the receiving district
– the South Avenue business district –
but the entire borough as well.

To help in this process, the board
heard testimony from Jeffrey
Donohoe, the real-estate economist
from Manchester, N.H., who prepared
the market analysis on which the credit
system in the proposal is based. To do
so, Mr. Donohoe met with area real-
estate agents and brokers to deter-
mine how transferring development
rights would affect property values.

Mr. Donohoe said his research al-
lowed him to establish two values for
homes in the sending district, with
regard to accepting a no-teardown
deed restriction. A historically sig-
nificant home accepting one would
earn $50,000, and a non-contributing
home, $30,000.

Additionally, Mr. Donohoe deter-
mined that $20,000 is an appropriate
value for homeowners in the sending
district who choose to undertake a
second restriction in order to pre-
serve and/or restore their homes.

A single credit was decided to have
the value of $20,000, so accepting the
deed restriction on a historically sig-
nificant home is worth a value of 2.5
credits.

Mr. Donohoe also explained the
different ways that property owners
in the receiving district could utilize
these credits. For example, property
owners could use them to add hous-
ing units to the third floor of their
structure (current ordinances only
allow for residences on the second
floor), or they can build additional
square footage outside what is cur-
rently allowed.

Mr. Donohoe reported that if all
property owners in the sending dis-
trict participated in this voluntary
program, 326 credits would be cre-
ated. This would make it possible for
an additional 159 residential units in
the South Avenue corridor.

Board Chairman Gregory
Cummings said space for 83 residen-
tial units already exists in the corri-
dor; however, it is unutilized. This
makes it possible for a total of 242
additional units.

Mr. Cummings then asked whether
Mr. Donohoe’s study included any-
thing about the potential impact from
this additional development on the
school system. Mr. Donohoe said his
analysis was not a fiscal one and that
the board might want to consider hav-
ing one done before making a final
decision on the TDR program.

“I am very much in favor of the
community understanding what it’s
getting into,” Mr. Donohoe said.

Ellen Renner of Glenwood Road
asked the board to consider the im-
pact on area traffic, the condition of

roads and bridges and the school sys-
tem.

“We would be creating a parking
problem like Westfield has,” Ms.
Renner said. “It’s just too much.”

Ms. Renner was also concerned
that the larger buildings would leave
no room for trees along South Av-
enue, stressing the need for this
“beautification.”

As Mr. Slachetka explained, trees
and improved streetscapes are criti-
cal elements that are part of the en-
hanced design standards required.

Jeanne Cleary of Belvidere Avenue,
the current McGinn Elementary
School Parent-Teacher Association
president, expressed concern at the
lack of a fiscal analysis that would
illustrate the impact upon the school
system.

“Our schools are already explod-
ing with students,” Ms. Cleary said.
“This would have a tremendous det-
rimental impact on the school sys-
tem.”

Board member Daniel Zucker said
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