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Franklin School Bids Fond
Farewell to Principal Fleck

By CHRISTIE STORMS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — As the last day of
school approaches, Franklin Elemen-
tary School prepares for its usual flurry
of activity. The student body will sa-
lute the fifth graders with applause as
they exit the building for the last time.
There will be the prerequisite cheers
and shouts for summer vacation. And
someone, somewhere on the property
may even chant a line or two from an
old “school is out” song.

But the end of this particular school
year seems bittersweet for many as in
addition to “no more pencils, no more
books…,” it also means “no more Dr.
Fleck.” And there has been quite an
outpouring of emotion as the school
community prepares to say goodbye
to its retiring principal of six years,
Mary Fleck.

“To us, Dr. Fleck is Franklin, and
Franklin is Dr. Fleck,” said PTO vice
president Kathleen
Lynch.

Marie Glassman
said, “As a parent,
there is no doubt Dr.
Fleck is looking to
provide the best learn-
ing environment for
your child, not only
academically, but so-
cially and
emotionally…She
will be missed beyond words.”

Ms. Lynch added, “She listens to
children as actively and patiently as
she listens to adults. And she never
interrupts…a real gift, I think. I could
go on and on.”

Apparently, so could many other
parents and teachers, who offered
more heartfelt praise and apprecia-
tion than space would allow for inclu-
sion in this article.

But according to Ms. Fleck, who said
she is “truly humbled and grateful” for
the above, it was quite different when
she first became Franklin’s principal in
2001, after serving five years as assis-
tant principal in Basking Ridge.

“I was not liked my first year because
I locked the doors,” Ms. Fleck told The
Westfield Leader and The Times.

She explained that parents had pre-
viously entered and exited classrooms
whenever they wished all day long.
Ms. Fleck believed it had become
disruptive and made the change out
of respect for teachers, students and
the learning taking place. Parents were
still welcome in the building any-
time, but she requested they notify
the staff as a courtesy.

“I’m always guided by what’s in
the best interest for the kids,” she said
of her 33-year career in education,
where she has additionally worked as
director of special services, child
study team coordinator, learning con-
sultant and special education teacher
in a handful of New Jersey districts.

“I admire Dr. Fleck’s leadership
skills and the professional tack she
employs managing difficult and deli-
cate situations,” said Judy Augustino.
“She’s the kind of boss we’d all like to
have…one who completely backs her
faculty and staff, while at the same
time being fair-minded.”

Albert Telsey said, “Dr. Fleck dem-
onstrates that you can be a command-
ing leader through quiet strength of
character.”

Helping to model and instill a strong
sense of character was paramount to
Ms. Fleck, who, during her time at
Franklin, developed annual school-wide
themes such as “Manners Matter,”
“Rocking with Responsibility” and this
year’s “Peace Begins with Me.”

“I still think of myself as a teacher,
and I’ll use any opportunity I can to
teach or model something,” she said.
“The kids are always watching…You
never know the rippling effect some-
thing can have.”

Ms. Fleck’s daily morning announce-
ments contained bits of wisdom she
hoped the students would reflect upon.
She pulled some ideas from a “Project
Wisdom” book or sometimes simply

heard something inspiring on the radio
on her way to work.

Concluding with “Make it a great
day or not…The choice is yours”
became her signature.

She often posted friendly notes to
students on a large easel in the main
hallway. She also visited their class-
rooms as often as possible.

“My favorite part is interacting with
the kids,” Ms. Fleck said. She men-
tioned how even on a tough day, a
child might enter her office to share a
birthday treat and that simple inter-
face would make her smile.

According to parents like Beth
Hoerle, the students appreciated and
remembered these personal encoun-
ters as well.

“(My son) Danny told me the other
day, ‘Dr. Fleck thinks I’m a special
boy,’” Mrs. Hoerle said. “She makes
the kids feel special and valued for
what they each have to offer.”

Sharon Stockwell
said, “We were im-
pressed that she
knew the name of
each student and
even the names of
siblings who were
not yet old enough to
attend Franklin.”

Not an easy task
considering that
Franklin consists of

approximately 600 students.
“At the Franklin School band con-

cert, you could see Dr. Fleck sneak up
to one of the band members fighting
a runny nose while trying to play his
trumpet,” Grace Roth said. “She pro-
vided him with tissues as he needed
them, coming back several times.”

It was also important to Ms. Fleck
to have positive relationships with
her staff.

“Mary would take great care to begin
the year in a positive way with books, a
luncheon or a story to share,” said Bette
Tuthill, Achieve math teacher.

Fourth-grade teacher Mary
McCabe said, “It’s her commitment
to education and respect for everyone
involved – students, teachers and par-
ents – that make Franklin School such
a powerful learning community. I will
really miss working with Dr. Fleck.”

Ms. Fleck also composed a weekly
staff newsletter, “The Blue News”
(named for the color of paper) to help
her stay connected with teachers.

“I will always think of Franklin
every Thursday night because of the
Blue News,” she said.

While Ms. Fleck’s retirement
doesn’t officially begin until Novem-
ber 1, newly selected principal Eileen
Cambria will takeover on September
1. Ms. Fleck planned it this way to
help ease the transition for all in-
volved. She will spend the summer
preparing Franklin for the new school
year.

“I think it’s easier to have someone
get the ship on course before a new
person takes on steering it,” she said.

Once retired, Ms. Fleck looks for-
ward to traveling, playing tennis, tak-
ing piano lessons and doing volunteer
work. She will also be a mentor for the
New Jersey Principals and Supervi-
sors Association. She plans to set up
an email account to stay connected
with the Franklin community.

Last week, the PTO board celebrated
with her at a retirement lunch at
Aquaviva, and tomorrow she will be
honored and presented with two spe-
cial gifts at a school-wide assembly.

Dr. Fleck said she always hoped to
“make a difference” and will treasure
the countless e-mails and appreciative
personal notes she’s already received.

“It’s like that Shirley Maclaine
song,” Ms. Fleck said with a smile.
“‘It’s Not Where You Start, It’s Where
You Finish.’”

But after Dr. Fleck makes her last
morning announcement and says
goodbye next week, it seems the
Franklin community might have a dif-
ferent song title in mind regarding its
beloved principal… “Unforgettable.”

GLASS HALF FULL…The Optimist Club of Westfield selected Kristina Cofone,
a student at Westfield High School, as the 2007 winner of the Optimist Youth
Volunteer Award. Kristina is pictured here receiving the award for her numerous
volunteer activities from Optimist President Steve Wearly. SNEAK PEEK…Jump Start student Danny Coyle displays a sneaker that he used

as a planter. Jump Start families donated old shoes and sneakers for the children
to use in the garden. The filled shoes were arranged to make a garden parade in
the Brunner School Children’s Garden.

Award winning Seniors
Represent ‘Best of WF’

By CASSIE LO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – Several outstanding
Westfield High School (WHS) seniors
were recognized at the annual Awards
Night on May 24 in the WHS Audito-
rium.

Senior Class President Hope
Skibitsky led the students and the au-
dience in the Pledge of Allegiance
before WHS Interim Principal Dennis
Fyffe gave a brief opening statement.

“They certainly represent the best
of what we have in Westfield,” said
Mr. Fyffe.

The Laurence F. Greene Achieve-
ment Award was presented to Brendan
Galligan; Jasmine Farmer received
the Megan Beck Memorial Scholar-
ship, given in memory of Megan Beck,
WHS Class of 2002; and Phil John
won the WHS Spirit Award.

Captain Omar Ashmawy of the
United States Air Force gave the
Seifeldin Ashmawy Peace Award to
Julie Tiedrich, and Jacob Stevens-
Haas was presented the Charles E.
Brown Prize in History.

A slew of children presented the
Norman “Flip” Chambliss Award in
honor of their grandfather to Christine
Isabella, and an equally large group of
children that rivaled the Chambliss
brigade gave the Mandeville-Rentrop
Scholarship to Nicole Vendetti.

Sean Palme won the Katherine E.
Cuthbertson Memorial Scholarship,;
Ayn Wisler was awarded the Edmund
K. Faltermayer Journalism Scholar-
ship; Josh Wasserman won the Rich-
ard A. Gelfand Scholarship; and Rev-
erend Robert H. Taylor, Sr. presented
the Dr. Martin Luther King Associa-
tion/ Dorothy Kirkley Memorial
Scholarship to Jasmine Farmer.

Joseph Linares was presented the
Douglas J. Odenkirk Memorial Award,
and Christina Cofone won the Karyn

Oros Youth Volunteer Award for her
community service efforts.

Captain Joseph Duff appointed
Jacob Stevens-Haas to the U.S. Naval
Academy.

Dr. John Burns presented a new
award, the Philo T. Farnsworth Tele-
vision Award, to Kevin Sipe.

The State Farm “Good Neighbor”
Scholarship was given to Jeremy
Barnes and Valerie Keil; John
Attanasio and Angelina Garneva won
the Westfield Chapter UNICO Na-
tional Awards. Anthony Alvernes,
Kimberly O’Donnell-Pickert, Brit-
tany Pryor, Chris Patella and Brian
Smith were awarded the Westfield
Jaycees Scholarship.

In the political realm, Ben Zakarin
was awarded the Westfield Demo-
cratic Committee’s Public Service
Award and Hope Skibitsky won the
Westfield Republican Committee’s
Public Service Award.

The Westfield Women’s Spanish Club
Award was given to Amy Behr; Tegest
Hailu, Gabrael Barnes, Davon Wise,
Alvin Reaves, Brittany Pryor, Markel
Pitt and Brittney Bowe were presented
with Awareness Club Book Awards;
and Tegest Hailu won the Marc Hardy
Annual Awareness Club Award.

The Westfield Association of Edu-
cation Secretaries Scholarships were
given to Valerie Keil and Anthony
Cocuzza; Matthew Renart and Beth
Budnick won the Westfield Educa-
tion Association Scholarships; and
Amy Behr was presented the
Westfield Association Administrators
and Supervisors Scholarship.

PTSO President Mrs. Cindy Mor-
gan presented Susan Kolesar, WHS
Health Teacher, with the PTSO Out-
standing Teacher of the Year Award.
Special Education teacher and Ad-
ministrative Intern Lynn Muir won
the Robert and Linda Foose Memo-
rial Award and Mrs. Maria Santilli,
WHS Italian teacher, won the Distin-
guished Teacher of the Year Award.

“If I’ve learned anything during
my tenure, it is that teaching is much
more complicated than I ever imag-
ined,” said Ms. Santilli.

English Department Awards were
given to Nathan Margolin, Jessica
Cain, Paulina Menares-Brown, Jes-
sica Riegel and Sarah Anthony.

Jarret Przybylski, Ellen Ramage,
Nathan Margolin, Jacob Stevens-
Haas and Neha Limaye won Math
Department Awards.

Luke Hammond, Neha Limaye,
Christopher Engel, Chloe Cherin,
Theodore Chou, Kathryn Cronen,
Satya Tagat and Nathan Margolin won
Science Department Awards; and An-
drew Cantor, Lindsay Goldberg, Wil-
liam Schwartz, Jessica Riegel, Ben
Zakarin, Edward Langer and Hope
Skibitsky were given Social Studies
Department Awards.

Patrick McCabe was awarded the
Colonel and Mrs. Henry Bayard
McCoy Scholarship for $6,000 for
his commitment to the Eagle Scouts,
debate team and Model UN. Ayn
Wisler and Beth Budnick split the
matching award for their outstanding
service to the local community.

Foreign Language Department
Awards were given to Theodore Chou,
Jillian Aronson, Angelina Garneva,
Ian Schwartz, Francesca Welham,
Julienne Niemiera, Kathryn Cronen,
Ellen Ramage, Arielle Smelkinson,
Amy Behr, Tiffany Cayado, Josh
Wasserman, Jennifer Danielsson,
Kate Kovalenko and Marissa Goldner.

The Most Oustanding Foreign Lan-
guage Student Award was presented
to Amy Behr.

Twenty-one seniors achieved the
National Merit–Commended level,
Matan Shavit and Jaiming Guan re-
ceived National Merit–Semi-Final-
ists status and Kate Kovalenko, Daniel
Shorrock and Arielle Smelkinson
were National Merit Finalists. Neha
Limaye was the only WHS student to
win a National Merit Scholarship.

Additionally, 38 seniors were
named Edward J. Bloustein Distin-
guished Scholars.

Club and Organizational Award
winners included Anthony Cocuzza,
Alena Fleming, Josh Wasserman,
Brian Corea, Stephanie Baeder, Ben
Zakarin, Tyrell Simmons, Emma
Hand, Nathaniel Roquet, Jasmine
Farmer, Beth Budnick, Erin Moran,
Sheri Friedman, Katherine Taylor and
Brittany Pryor.

The final award of the night was
given to Beth Budnick, who won the
prestigious WHS Distinguished Stu-
dent Award.

Arc Kohler School Expands
Its ChildCare Services

Area Students Earn
Saint Peter’s Honors
AREA – Several area residents were

among the 372 students at Saint
Peter’s Preparatory School of Jersey
City, who earned academic honors
for outstanding achievement for the
third marking period.

First Honors are awarded for a 90-
percent average or above in all
courses; second Honors are for 85
percent or higher and Honorable
Mentions are for 85 percent with no
course grade below 80 percent.

Scotch Plains students are:
Daniel LiVolsi, Second Honors,

Prep Class 2008; Benjamin
Stracquatanio, Second Honors, 2010;
Dylan McMahon, Honorable Men-
tion, 2008;

Westfield students are:
Joseph Tressitt, First Honors,

2007; Eamon Hartnett, First Hon-
ors, 2008; Philip Reynolds, First
Honors, 2009; David Finn, Second
Honors, 2008; Luke Power, Second
Honors, 2008; Sean Finn, Second
Honors, 2009; Colin Callahan, Hon-
orable Mention, 2007; Matthew
Mullman, Honorable Mention,
2009.

MOUNTAINSIDE – The Arc of
Union County is expanding its child
daycare services by opening a daycare
center at the Arc Kohler School in
Mountainside.

The school, which serves the needs
of children with developmental dis-
abilities, will begin providing full
day care for children of all back-
grounds, from ages 2 to 5.

The Arc Kohler School will also
offer extended childcare services af-
ter school for its own student popula-
tion in response to the growing re-
quests of families seeking special-
ized and quality care for their chil-
dren.

The expansion of the Arc of Union
County’s childcare division is in re-
sponse to the growing waiting list of
families seeking to enroll their chil-
dren into the Arc’s childcare pro-
gram.

Officials at the Arc, which operates
Bright Beginnings, a full-service
daycare center in Cranford, selected
the Arc Kohler School as the site for
its second childcare facility because
of the resources at the location, in-
cluding the staff, specialized equip-
ment and indoor and outdoor play
areas.

The new daycare center will oper-
ate under the same admission stan-
dards as Bright Beginnings, which
serves children of all abilities.

The first phase of the expansion at
the Arc Kohler School begins with a
summer program in July. Childcare is
offered five days a week from 8 a.m.
to 6 p.m. Flexible hours are also avail-
able.

The Arc is currently accepting ap-
plications for the upcoming school
year, which begins in September. To
schedule a tour or for more informa-
tion on how to register a child, contact
Deborah Pomianek at (973) 315-0014
or e-mail dpomianek@arcunion.org.

Spaces are limited, and the dead-
line for enrollment is August 1.

WF Students Earn
Natl Merit Scholarships

WESTFIELD – The National
Merit Scholarship Corporation
(NMSC) announced the names of
more than 2,200 winners of merit
scholarship awards financed by col-
leges and universities.

Two Westfield students earned
recognition.

These awards provide between
$500 and $2,000 annually for up to
four years of undergraduate study
at the institution financing the schol-
arship.

Isaac Davis, whose probable ca-
reer field is Astrophysics/Research,
earned a National Merit University
Of Chicago Scholarship. Isaac at-
tends the Pingry School.

Daniel Shorrock, whose probable
career field is Political Science,
earned a National Merit University
Of Rochester Scholarship. Daniel
attends Westfield High School.

Franklin Principal Mary Fleck


