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Happy Father’s Day

DWC Considers Classical
Music to Drive Teens Away

By JILLIAN HERNANDEZ
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – During its most
recent board of directors meeting last
Wednesday night, the Downtown
Westfield Corporation (DWC) dealt
with issues ranging from disputes over
façade renovation grants to teenagers
congregating outside of the local
Starbucks.

Although the former went unsettled
for the time being, the DWC solved
the latter by recommending that an
additional police officer be stationed
on the corner outside Starbucks on
Central Avenue during weekends.

Another discussed solution called for
an audio system that would play
“highly classical music” with the in-
tention of driving away the young
crowd. The board put this idea on
hold for the time being.

The “teen problem” outside of
Starbucks consists mainly of large
groups of teenagers standing and talk-
ing on the premises, officials said.
While officials said no imminent
threat exists to the safety of other
shoppers, their presence seems to
cause a slight inconvenience — one
that requires law enforcement.

“The sheer amount of teenagers on
Friday and Saturday nights makes it
difficult for crowd control,” said
Sherry Cronin, executive director of
the DWC.

The board also addressed two
façade grant disputes. Robert
Destefanis, owner of the building that
houses Mario’s Deli and the Westfield
Sleep Center, requested a grant in
order to remodel the structure in ac-
cordance with the historic-renova-
tion process. Due to uncertainty about
material availability and costs, the
board said it was unable to provide
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Abby Ryan for The Westfield Leader
SPLASH…For his senior project, Westfield High School varsity swimmer Luke Baran organized a swim meet between the
WHS varsity team and WHS swimming alumni. Luke will donate the proceeds from the event, held last Saturday, to the One
Campaign, a charity that raises awareness and money to combat world poverty and disease. After trailing the alums by 10
points, the varsity team tied the score by sweeping the 50 backstroke, and they went on to win the meet 91-79. Above, from
front, alum Tim Kolenut ’04, senior Kylie Frasier (WHS’s current 100 backstroke record holder), alum Kyle Murray ’06,
junior Luke Grandstrand, alum Kir Selert ’05 and sophomore Evan Paulan push off at the start of the 50 backstroke. Evan
won the event, followed by Luke and Kylie.

Police Investigate
Coach Burglary

By SUZETTE F. STALKER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – Authorities con-
tinue to probe an early morning break-
in last Thursday at the Coach store in
Westfield, in which more than $5,000
worth of merchandise was taken.

According to Captain Clifford
Auchter of the Westfield Police De-
partment, police responded to a bur-
glar alarm at 3:20 a.m. and found
someone had smashed out a rear win-
dow at the store, located on the 200
block of East Broad Street.

Captain Auchter told The Westfield
Leader on Tuesday that after check-
ing the premises, police contacted the
store manager, who came to the scene.

He stated that 17 SoHo collection
handbags had been taken from the
store, valued at a total of $5,992.
Captain Auchter noted the average
value of the handbags was $352.

He said no money had been taken
and nothing had been damaged at the
store other than the broken window.
The captain also confirmed there were
no witnesses to the incident, which
remains under investigation by the
police department’s detective bureau.

John Skowronski for The Westfield Leader
LEAGUE OF THEIR OWN...The undefeated Mountainside girls softball team is
honored for its achievement Tuesday night at the board of education meeting.

Margaret Dolan

Michael Pollack for The Westfield Leader
SILVER SCREEN WIT...Movie writer Ira Lewis of Westfield entertains a packed
audience last Sunday at the Northside Trattoria during a screening of Chinese
Coffee, a film he wrote starring and directed by Al Pacino. See story on page 24.

Lack of Quorum Cancels
GW Council Meeting
The regularly scheduled Garwood

council meeting on Tuesday was can-
celled due to lack of a quorum; less
than half of the council members were
present. At 7:10 p.m., Mayor Dennis
McCarthy announced, “In all the years
I’ve been a mayor, this is a first.
Unfortunately, we cannot have a meet-
ing since we don’t have enough coun-
cil members. But thank you to those
that came out.”

The only council members present
were Kathleen Villaggio and Keith
Sluka. The mayor said that two mem-
bers were on vacation, one was ex-
cused and another had a family emer-
gency and was unable to attend. The
council’s next meeting will be on
June 26 at 7 p.m.

BOE Names Dolan Super.; Greer,
Robbins Earn Top-Teacher Honors

By CARALINE KOELLHOFFER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — The board of edu-
cation voted unanimously Tuesday
night to appoint Margaret Dolan as
the new superintendent of schools,
effective September 1.

Currently the assistant superinten-
dent of curriculum, instruction and
programs, Ms. Dolan has worked in
the district since 1996. She served as
assistant superintendent of human
resources for four years and as the
principal of Franklin Elementary
School for five years.

In her 29 years as an educator, Ms.
Dolan has worked with the New Jersey
Department of Education as a school
improvement coordinator. She earned
her doctorate in educational adminis-
tration from Rutgers University.

Ms. Dolan was chosen from 49
applicants, seven of whom inter-
viewed with the board, in the district’s
search for a new superintendent. The
board had hired the national search
from Hazard, Young, Attea & Associ-
ates to assist in the selection process.

Ms. Dolan will be the first woman
to hold the position in district history.

“Our process was extremely thor-
ough, concluding after a four-month
intensive effort. We chose the best
candidate for the job,” said board
president Ginny Leiz.

Ms. Dolan thanked the board for
their “hearty yeses” as they voted in
favor of her appointment.

“I have gotten a few questions re-
garding why anyone would want to be

superintendent. But I have observed in
classrooms where students are not sit-
ting back waiting to be entertained –
they are truly engaged. I have seen that
flame, and it makes me think, as I said
in one of my interviews, I can’t figure
out why everyone does not want to be
an educator,” Ms. Dolan said.

She and her husband, Rich Lamb, a
staff reporter with WCBS 880 Radio,

plan to relocate from their home in
Upper Saddle River to be closer to
Westfield. Ms. Dolan replaces Will-
iam Foley, the district’s superinten-
dent for 11 years, who will retire
effective August 31.

The board also honored David
Greer and Jeffrey Robbins, the two
teachers the Optimist Club named as
“Outstanding Intermediate School

Teachers for 2007.” Mr. Greer teaches
French and Spanish at Edison Inter-
mediate School. He has worked in the
district for five years. Mr. Robbins is
a seventh-grade science teacher at
Roosevelt Intermediate School and
has taught in Westfield since 1996.

“It is always wonderful when we
are able to celebrate our teachers,”
Ms. Leiz said.

In other business, Mr. Foley reported
to the board on the district’s enroll-
ment status for the 2007-2008 school
year. Referring to the elementary
schools, Mr. Foley said, “The good
news is that class sizes are good. There
are very few situations where the class
sizes are not consistent with policy.”

“There is no real space anywhere,
except at Wilson School. That is where
I would like to place the autistic class.
Wilson can offer a room with a bath-
room and a sink, which is necessary
for that class,” he said.

Part of the budgeting for the next
school year allows for the addition of
an autistic class, originally planned
for Tamaques Elementary School.

Mr. Foley and the board discussed
class sizes at the intermediate level.
The projected enrollment for Edison
is 247 students; 276 students are ex-
pected to attend Roosevelt.

Referring to the higher number at
Roosevelt, Mr. Foley commented on
the fact that parents had the option to
voluntarily redistrict their child. “There
are no surprises here. We knew this was
going to happen. Clearly, people did
not want to take action on this matter.”

Mr. Foley recommended that the
board vote to place a cap on enroll-
ment at Roosevelt. He said that if there
is a large influx of students moving
into the district over the summer, “the
district will face a real problem.”

Board Vice President Julia Walker
responded, “The way I see it is, be-
cause each class has 10 sections, one
or two more bodies will not really alter
class size. At this point, the horse is out
of the barn. We should have had this
conversation about 25 students ago.”

Mr. Foley said, “We should have
CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

Celebrate Flag Day Today

LeStrange Files Defamation
Suit Against Mayor, Ex-Chief

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS — Neal
LeStrange, an unsuccessful Demo-
cratic candidate for township council
in 2006, has filed a lawsuit against
Republican Mayor Martin Marks and
former township police chief Tho-
mas O’Brien, charging that they de-
famed him during last fall’s cam-
paign when they “created a false im-
pression” that Mr. LeStrange was a
racist and an anti-Semite, according
to a lawsuit filed May 24 in state
superior court in Elizabeth.

Mr. LeStrange, who retired from
the township police department a year
ago after a 22-year career, attended a
1990 gathering in Tennessee called
the “Good Old Boys Roundup,” a
three-day camping, fishing and golf-
ing trip that attracted hundreds of
federal, state and local law enforce-
ment officials, nearly all white, from
around the nation.

In 1995, after media reports about
overt racism – including skits, tee
shirts, signs and mock shooting tar-
gets aimed at African-Americans – at
the annual outing, the Senate Judi-
ciary Committee held hearings to
examine the involvement in the event
of federal law-enforcement agencies

such as the U.S. Marshals Service
and the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco
and Firearms.

At a 2002 deposition in an unre-
lated lawsuit, Mr. LeStrange said he
had gone to the event but had been
“disgusted by it and never went again.”

In his deposition, Mr. LeStrange
said he went to the event with a friend

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

New Prospect St. Home Structure
To Use Green, Sustainable Energy

By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — After the single-
family dwelling and detached garage
at 1221 Prospect Street are demol-
ished, the structure to be built on the
lot will be “totally green and sustain-
able, and I think the first one in
Westfield,” Town Engineer Ken
Marsh said.

He said local residents and a few
builders have formed a business –
Solar Realty, LLC – to “promote the

use of solar and alternative energy.”
The house to be built, which would
feature a heat exchanger and rain
garden, would be LEED (The Lead-
ership in Energy and Environmental
Design) certified by the U.S. Green
Building Council.

“It’s pretty exciting,” Mr. Marsh
said. “It’s something we wanted to
get into. They’re looking at other sites
in town…We can build in green, sus-
tainable standards into our land-use
ordinance. When a developer steps
forward willing to do this…it’s a ben-

efit to us. It gives us a case study and
gives us data on how well it’s going to
work.”

He added later, “We have to talk
about energy; (we) have to talk about
green, sustainable types of construc-
tion. The time is here.”

Responding to a question from First
Ward Councilman Peter Echausse,
Mr. Marsh said there is no language
in the zoning code that governs the
placement of solar panels.

Second Ward Councilwoman Jo

Mountainside Board of Education Spotlights
Student Awards, Achievements at Meeting

By JOHN SKOWRONSKI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE – Nearly 100
people crowded the Beechwood
School media center for Tuesday
evening’s Mountainside Board of Edu-
cation (BOE) meeting, when the board
handed out multiple special awards.

In celebration of an undefeated
season, each member of the 2007
girls softball team received a certifi-
cate and a softball from coach Kim
Lasch commemorating the team’s
achievement.

In recognition of her outstanding
academic achievement, Melissa
Montagna garnered the Fred E.
Rosenstiehl Memorial Scholarship,
given annually to a Deerfield School
graduate.

The Tricia DeRosa Memorial
Scholarship, an award given to mem-
bers of the track team who demon-
strate “great character,” was presented
to Salvatore Arpino.

After the awards, Gary Whyte made
a presentation to the board, lauding
the efforts of art teacher Lynn Slotkin
and her students’ “Butterfly Project.”
The project supported efforts to find
a cure for Fibrodysplasia Ossificans
Progressiva (FOP) by creating unique
butterflies for children stricken with
the disease; it was displayed at the
comedy show benefiting FOP re-
search earlier this year.

During Ms. Slotkin’s comments,
she noted, “The FOP project pro-
vided empathy and understanding [for
the students].”

During his report, Chief School
Administrator Richard O’Malley dis-
cussed the summer reading program.
He said the reading list is now on the
web and said it has been provided to
local book stores including Barnes
and Noble, Borders, The Town Book-

store and the Mountainside Free Pub-
lic Library.

“Our goal is to engage students in
the love of reading,” Mr. O’Malley
said.

The board discussed various per-
sonnel issues, including classroom
assignments, although there was no
discussion concerning negotiations
with the Mountainside Education
Association and the resolution of any
contract disputes.

Other financial matters were tabled
during the budget and finance portion
of the meeting, including the new
computers that have been ordered
from Dell, the child care program, the
food service program, the summer
camp program and the summer en-
richment program, all of which were
approved.

The board passed a resolution con-
cerning the “Kids Recreation Trust
Fund,” granting $500 for equipment
and $5,000 for enhancing play-
grounds.

Jeanette Baubles, a candidate for
principal of Deerfield School, was in
attendance and addressed the BOE.
She said she “cannot wait to start,” in
response to the chief school
administrator’s recommendation that
she be appointed.
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Jenna Nierstedt for The Westfield Leader
STOP WORK…A stop-work order has been placed on a Sinclair Place home
currently under construction. Westfield Administrator James Gildea said he
believes “the foundation is in the wrong place.” The next step is for the developer
to meet with zoning officer, Kathleen Neville. Officials can either proceed with the
current location or amend the location in some way.


