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BERNSTEIN BATS IN 4 RBI; MEEHAN, DIGIACOMO HR

St. Joseph Rises in 5th, Rocks
St. David Softball Men, 13-7
By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Quality play and crafty pitching,
capped with an eight-run outburst in
the fifth inning led St. Joseph to an
easy, 13-7 victory over a scrappy St.
David team in St. Bart’s Oldtimers
Men’s Softball League action at Forest Park in Scotch Plains on July 20.
As it turned out, the hitting skills
of Marty Bernstein and Lou Messano
and effective pitching by veteran
Frank Chupko proved to make the
difference in the game. Bernstein
launched a triple, a double and a
single, and finished with four RBI.
Messano (2-for-3) crushed a pair of
doubles and tacked on two RBI and
Dan Margolis (3-for-3, run scored)
contributed to the 16-hit attack. Bill
Lyons went 2-for-3, with a run scored.
Lou Blau drilled a double and scored
a run and Dean Talcott produced two
runs. Pat Enright hacked a single and
scored a run, Tom Lesniewski tallied
a run, while Bruce Logan, Paul Newton and Jerry Miccolis each had a hit.
Defensively, Chupko turned a
heads-up, pitcher to second
(Messano) to first (Lesniewski)
double play in the second inning.
Messano scooped a grounder, stepped
on second and delivered to first
(Lesniewski) for a double play, quell-

ing a rally in the seventh.
Slugger Chris Meehan provided St.
David with power by clocking a tworun homer in the first and added a
single. Steve DiGiacomo reached stardom with his solo blast homer in the
sixth. Tim Deegan whizzed two
singles and had two RBI. Leadoff
hitter Mike Stiller hit safely in all four
of his plate appearances, Bobby
Chianowyz went 2-for-4 and scored a
run and Captain David Rothenberg
slapped a pair of singles. Nate
Mangiris, pitcher Matt Vastano and
Joe Sodano each slapped singles.
Vastano made a fine ‘el grande’ snag
in the fourth. Chianowyz playing left,
provided two fine running snags and
George Balint made a great stretch at
second to record an out in the sixth.
The Daves took a 2-0 lead in the top
of the first when Stiller who singled
rounded the bases after Meehan delivered a shot that landed somewhere
in never-never land. The lead was
short-lived, however, as St. Joseph
snapped back with a run in the bottom
of the inning and two in the second
inning. Bernstein drained a triple to
left and scored on Lyons’ sac fly in
the first, while Talcott and Lesniewski
lofted RBI sac fly balls to centerfield
in the second. In the third, St. Joseph
snarled with two runs to take a 5-2

lead. Miccolis ripped a single up the
gut, Messano burned a gapper for a
double and Bernstein sizzled a tworun single to leftfield.
St. David chipped away with a run
in the fourth when Deegan scuffed
the plate on an overthrow.
One inning later, after Vastano
hollered, “Bobby, I know you get
hungry. There’s a dish in front of
you.” Chianowyz tomahawked a
single scoring Stiller.
Firing at will, in the bottom of the
fifth, St. Joseph sealed the deal and put
eight runs on the board. Logan lashed
a single. Newton walked. Messano
and Bernstein added back-to-back tworun doubles. Lyons slapped a single.
Enright and Margolis each ripped RBI
singles. Blau lifted a sac fly to deep
center and Talcott got into the act
scoring a run on an infield bobble.
Desperate after accessing the damage, Dave’s Vastano muttered, “My
pitching is on. Are we men or what?
Let’s get eight, right now. Heeding
Vastano’s direct order, DiGiacomo
stepped up and clobbered his solo
homer to left center in the sixth and
Deegan walloped a two-run laser in
the seventh but it was not quite
enough.
St. David
St. Joseph
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Fred K. Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times

OH YES, BABY, I’M IN THERE…Eating a bit of dirt while barreling into third after tripling in the first inning does not
seem to agree with St. Joseph’s Marty Bernstein. Marty also ripped a two-run single in the third and banged a two-run double
in the fifth. The Joe’s rocked the St. David men, 13-7 on July 20.

Fred K. Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WILD PLAY AT SECOND BASE…Montrose leftfielder Mike Swisher catapults himself to second base as Midway Ave.
second baseman Jay White awaits the relay. Montrose sank Midway, 4-2.

Scrappy FOMSA Montrose Avenue Men Sink
Battling Midway Avenue Softballers, 4-2
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

a few bunts but they made the plays
and came up with some clutch hits
and deserved to win. Remember
though what I said, we’re coming
back and will be ready to go.”
The “Montrose Gang” roared with
two runs in the bottom of the first
inning. Chris Kluckas earned a free
pass, darted to second, Beyer drilled
an RBI single to center and Sherr
banged a sacrifice fly ball to left center.
Midway’s Cahill made a nice snag
at second for an out and Ditrilio got
on his horse and converted a backhand stab deep in left in the top of the
second inning.
In the third, Montrose scuffed the
plate with one more run. Kluckas led
off with a walk, advanced to second
and Sherr fired a two-out single to
right. Montrose got a dazzling defensive performance from third baseman
and team captain Jim Swisher, who
converted six putouts in those first
three innings of play.
Midway launched a scoring threat
in the top of the fourth inning when
Perez ripped a two-out single and
Cahill rapped a double but Mike
Swisher got the beat on a Matt Blasi
shot to left and made a nice running
catch to silence the threat.

Montrose tallied a run in the fifth
inning when Kup thumped a double
and streaked home on Beyer’s sizzler
to left. In the inning, Bianco made a
smooth scoop at short and Anthony
Blasi showed off his gun by throwing
out a runner from third.
Midway opened fire and retaliated
with two runs in the sixth. Ditrilio
launched a double in the hole in right
field, Perez fired off an RBI triple and

scuffed the plate on a single by Cahill.
With Manny Perez hollering words
of encouragement. “He’s throwing
meatballs now. Just hit it over the
middle and don’t try to kill it,” the
Montrose defensive gang led by Bill
Swisher and Bob Swisher, silenced
the threat by executing three putouts
to perfection.
Midway
Montrose
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Blue Devil Golf Camp
Beginners - Grades 4-7
Tues. Aug. 21 thru Fri. Aug. 24
1:00 pm - 4:00 pm
Advanced - Grades 5-9
Tues. Aug. 28 thru Fri. Aug. 31
11:00 am - 4:00 pm
Lunch is included in advanced camp. Space is limited
Any questions about these Camps please call
Westfield Golf Coach John R. Turnbull at 908-233-3989
or email JRJTurnbull@aol.com.

Put Our Neighborhood Knowledge To Work For You.
BUY FOR $3,515/MO.

WESTFIELD

ELEGANT HOMES BY RALPH RAPUANO

$1,369,000

WESTFIELD

OPEN HOUSE: SUN. 7/29 1-5PM

$859,900

SCOTCH PLAINS

CENTER ENTRY COLONIAL

$739,900

Unsurpassed Olde World Craftsmanship and impeccable attention to detail set this home at the pinnacle of new
construction. Nearly 4,000 sq. ft., this gem will boast 5 bedrooms, 4 ½ baths, 2-story entry foyer flanked by library/
study, formal living & dining rooms. A custom crafted center-island kitchen opens to a large family room with a
distinctive wood-burning fireplace. Hardwood floors throughout with custom mahogany inlay borders will complement
the detail & craftsmanship appointed to this unique residence. Tray, boxed & cathedral ceilings are elegantly crafted
in the living room, dining room, study & master suite. Customize this home as your own with the builder. (052000835)

Just 10 years old, this 4 bedroom, 2 ½ bath Center Hall Colonial offers all the features you want in new
construction. Built by Michael Mahoney, the two-story foyer opens to a living room, formal dining room
& open family room & kitchen. Sliders from the family room open onto the deck and a very large private
yard. Four generous bedrooms include a very spacious master w/private bath & walk-in closets. The extra
high basement, ready to be finished, reasonable taxes & a great location close to schools, make this home
a perfect choice. DIR: Mountain Ave. to Woodland to Grant to Garfield to Wallberg #825 (052111310)

This distinctive Center Entry Colonial, exquisitely rebuilt in 2000, reflects unsurpassed attention to detail
with quality amenities & interesting architectural features throughout. The tasteful color palette enhances
a sunlit 2-story entry, grande formal dining room, gracious living room w/fireplace, gourmet kitchen adjacent
to family room, 4 spacious bedrooms & so much more. Set in the tranquil “country” section of Lake Ave.,
yet moments from shops, schools, recreation & transportation. School bus for Coles Elementary School
stops in front of house. (052111194)

WESTFIELD

MOUNTAINSIDE OPEN HOUSE: SUN. 7/29 1-5PM $899,999

SCOTCH PLAINS

CHARMING COLONIAL

$859,900

Charm is in abundance in this 5 bedroom, 2 full & 2 half bath Colonial in the Professional-1 District.
Parquet floors, beamed ceilings, updated eat-in kitchen with butler pantry, living room, family room, powder
room & 2 fireplaces occupy the 1st floor. 2nd floor boasts 3 bedrooms and a full bath. 3rd floor features 2
additional bedrooms and another full bath. Basement features recreation room, workshop, powder room &
exercise area. Experience serenity at night in the enclosed front porch or the two-tier deck in back overlooking
a park-like landscaped yard. Close to library, train & Mindowaskin Park. Dual uses include residential
one-family occupancy or professional use. (052111408)

Fully renovated 4/5 bedroom, 3 ½ bath Colonial with many upgrades throughout. Spacious & bright
rooms w/open floor plan on a quiet street. Custom EIK with granite countertops, vaulted ceilings, 2 gas
fireplaces, 2nd floor laundry, newly finished basement with wine cellar and ½ bath. 2-zone gas heating/
cooling, newer furnaces & A/C units, low taxes too! DIR: New Providence Rd. to Wood Valley to Indian
Trail #293 (052111095)

SPECTACULAR RENOVATED CUSTOM COLONIAL $1,199,900
A complete renovation in 2007 has made this home a modern beauty. Set on a cul-de-sac on a .43 acre lot,
this wonderful home’s rooms flow effortlessly through the open floor plan, perfect for everyday or formal
entertaining. A column of windows in the living room allows light to flood the interior. A breakfast
sunroom off the gourmet kitchen lends charm & expands the 1st floor living space while the family room’s
fireplace adds warmth. Four spacious bedrooms, including the master with spa quality bath, & two additional
baths finish the 2nd fl. A finished basement & 2-car garage complete this fabulous home. (052NEW)
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Want A Low Monthly Payment? Meet with a local Weichert Gold® Services Manager or call 800-788-7338. The monthly mortgage payments quoted in this ad are to qualified buyers buying a single family owner-occupied residence, based upon a 20% downpayment. The payments are calculated using a 3-1 interest only adjustable rate mortgage loan (ARM) with an initial interest rate of 7.125%, and
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of 7.340%
. Payments
are interest
only
first 10 years, and from year 11 through maturity, amortization is based on 20 years. The interest rate is based on an index plus a margin, with a loan amount of $500,000. The payment is fixed for the first 3 years, and because the interest rate may change after 3 years, the payment shown may change at the 4th year and annually thereafter
subject to applicable margins and/or caps. At each adjustment, the interest rate is set at 2.5% above the index (margin) and it may not decrease or increase more than 2 percentage points (cap), and over the life of the loan, it may not increase or decrease more than 6 percentage points (lifetime cap). Figures used herein are approximate and do not include property taxes, condo/association fees, or hazard insurance. Interest rates quoted are as of 6/20/07 and subject to change. As an example, on a $500,000 30-year loan with an initial interest rate of 7.125%, the maximum amount that the interest rate can rise under this loan program is 6 percentage points to 13.125%, and the estimated monthly payment for the first 3 years is $2968.75 with a maximum interest payment of $3474.83 thru year 10 (Based on a Truth
in Lending Disclosure Estimate) and a maximum principal and interest payment of $5579.89 after year 10. We are not responsible for typographical errors. You should ask about interest rate, margin, and other terms and conditions before you apply. Mortgage Access Corp. d/b/a Weichert Financial Services, Executive Offices, 225 Littleton Road, Morris Plains, NJ, 07950. 1-800-829-CASH. Licensed by the NJ
Dept. of Banking and Insurance. Licensed Mortgage Banker with the State Dept. of Banking in NY, CT, and PA. Licensed Lender in DE, MD, VA, D.C. Weichert Financial Services arranges loans with third-party providers. Equal Housing Lender. Weichert Financial Services is an affiliate of Weichert, Realtors®. For your benefit, consider a career in real estate. Call 1-800-301-3000 today!
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