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SHOWCASE THEATER
at the Westfield Summer Workshop
presents

7:30 PM 
Thursday, July 19

1PM & 7:30  PM  
Friday,  July 20

7:30 PM 
Saturday, July 21

Edison Intermediate School
800 Rahway Avenue
Westfield, NJ

(908) 518 - 1551

Ladies Mix P.I.N.K. and Greens
To Support Breast Cancer Research

By LINDA B. CONDRILLO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Despite its
gentle and delicate vibrations, the
color pink can be as powerful as any
shade of red, especially when it’s tied
in a bow and worn on the heart. The
iconic hue of little girls and often
paired with the word “tickled,” pink
is also a symbol of good health.

No color could be more fitting to
represent hope for a cure for breast
cancer – the second-leading cause of
death among women. And no better
acronym could have been chosen for
a fundraiser aptly named “Play for
P.I.N.K.” (The acronym represents
Prevention, Immediate diagnosis,
New technology, Knowledge).

A grassroots organization that uses
lifestyle and sporting events to raise
funds for breast cancer research, Play
for P.I.N.K. donates 100 percent of
all proceeds to its partner, the Breast
Cancer Research Foundation
(BCRF).

According to Play for P.I.N.K.’s
website, playfortime.org, since 1996,
$10 million have been raised “one
creative event at a time.” Events in-
clude golf and tennis tournaments,
equestrian events, card games, knit-
ting circles even spa days. In all,
BCRF has sponsored events in 19
states.

According to Ronni Grebow, chair-
woman for the 10th-annual Play for
P.I.N.K. Golf Tournament, Luncheon
and Fundraiser held at the
Shackamaxon Golf & Country Club
in Scotch Plains, more than $46,000
was raised for BCRF on July 10.
After 18 rounds of golf by nearly half
of the 150 women in attendance, the
event also featured a silent auction.

Marci Crystal was responsible for
transforming the clubhouse into a
sea of pink, where more than 50 gift
baskets lined raffle tables in the din-
ing hall. The entire room was awash
in pink – the women dressed in every
imaginable shade – right down to
their pedicured toes.

Some were survivors; others had
lost mothers, sisters, daughters or
friends to the disease that nearly
200,000 women are diagnosed with
each year in the United States alone.

Leading a high-spirited team of
ladies dedicated to helping others,
Mrs. Grebow thanked the core group
of volunteers, including breast can-
cer survivor Kasia Frankfort, who
orchestrated the public-relations cam-
paign for the event.

Important information distributed
by Mrs. Frankfort stated, “According
to the American Cancer Society, ev-

ery 13 minutes, a woman is diag-
nosed with breast cancer in the United
States. The American Cancer Soci-
ety estimates, however, that with the
incredible results of the state-of-the-
art research, this year, breast cancer
incidence in women will decrease
more than 19 percent.”

Also on the committee was Lori
Nitzberg, who lost her mother in
2004 to breast cancer. Voices hushed
as Mrs. Nitzberg took the podium
and recalled her mother’s gift of
“spreading laughter and love to ev-
eryone around her,” as well as her
courageous battle with the disease
that claims the lives of more than
40,000 women each year.

Noting the importance of funding
for organizations such as the Breast

Cancer Research Foundation – which
relies solely on private donations –
Mrs. Nitzberg said, “During my
mother’s last year of treatment, when
traditional chemotherapy was no
longer an option, her oncologist sug-
gested that she participate in clinical
trials. This gave us hope.”

She continued, “These trials are
not funded or approved by the FDA;
they are strictly funded by donations
and charities which simultaneously
work together to conquer this dis-
ease.”

Past Play for P.I.N.K. guest speaker
and breast cancer survivor Jackie
Schuyler of Springfield was also at
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P.I.N.K. LADIES…The 10th-annual Play for P.I.N.K. Golf Tournament and
Fundraiser held on July 10 at The Shackamaxon Golf & Country Club in Scotch
Plains raised more than $46,000 to support the Breast Cancer Research Founda-
tion. Committee chairwomen and organizers, shown left to right, are Beth
Hornstein, Marci Crystal, Kasia Frankfort, Lori Nitzberg, and Ronni Grebow.
Absent from the photo were Linda Erman, Ricki Birner and Rina Meltzer. The
club’s pro shop also donated 10 percent of its sales that day.
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the farmhouse store
like no other store in Westfield

Pottery    Jewelry    Metal

Glass    Textiles    Wood   Paper

www.thefarmhousestore.com

221 North Ave East, Westfield 908-654-0444

WF Artist Displays Work
At Pearl Street Gallery

WESTFIELD – Westfield visual art-
ist Eileen Willoughby will show her art
in the gallery space at the Union County
Office of Cultural and Heritage Affairs,
located at 633 Pearl Street in Elizabeth.

A selection of Ms. Willoughby’s
drawings entitled “Ink Figures” is on
display at the historic Pearl Street Gal-
lery through August
9. Gallery hours are
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
weekdays.

Ms. Willoughby
has been drawing and
painting all her life.
She also holds a
master’s degree in
biochemistry from
Trinity College in
Dublin, Ireland.

Ms. Willoughby
worked at Harvard
University’s biologi-
cal laboratories for
many years in re-
search biochemistry
and in biological data
computer support at
Merck in Rahway.
She now focuses her time on art.

Ms. Willoughby has studied oil
painting with Valerie Larko and Irma
Ostroff, Chinese brush painting with
Paul Tong and watercolor painting with
Elizabeth David and Nancy Korde, all
at the Center for Visual Art in Summit.
She also has studied at the Sadie
Bronfman Centre and the Visual Arts

Centre in Montreal, the duCret School
of Art in Plainfield and the Somerset
Art Association in Bedminster.

A member of the Westfield Art
Association, Ms. Willoughby is cur-
rently one of the coordinators of the
association’s figure drawing group.
All the drawings in the “Ink Figures”

exhibit were pro-
duced in that group
in 2006 and 2007.

She has exhibited
her paintings and
drawings throughout
the region, including
at the Visual Arts
Center of New Jer-
sey in Summit, the
Arts Guild of
Rahway, the
Freeholder’s Gallery
in Elizabeth, and at
Westfield Art Asso-
ciation members’
shows. She has won
various awards for
her paintings and
drawings and her
work is held in many

private collections.
Union County artists interested in

exhibiting in the gallery are welcome to
apply. For more information about the
Pearl Street Gallery or to learn about
other programs and services please
contact the Union County Office of
Cultural and Heritage Affairs, 633 Pearl
Street, Elizabeth at (908) 558-2550.

Eileen Willoughby –
“Paula with ruffles”

Georgia Mierswa for The Westfield Leader and The Times
MMM...GOOD WORK...Camera equipment lined Elm Street the morning of
Monday, July 16 to capture a shot of a couple in a dramatized restaurant scene
for a nationally televised Campbell’s soup commercial.

CF Writer Luba Fedash’s
Life ‘Blossoms’ in Memoir

By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD – When she was 10
years old, Luba Czerhoniak Fedash
helped hide her brother, Michael, from
the Nazis in a dugout
constructed underneath
a room in their home.

When she was 16,
Mrs. Fedash immi-
grated to the United
States from the western
Poland region of Silesia
– once a part of Ger-
many – where her fam-
ily had been forced to
relocate after WWII.

Now in her 70s, Mrs.
Fedash, a resident of
Cranford, felt the time
was right for her to
record the details of
what she calls “a unique
life,” and she has done
so in a book entitled “Blossoms on a
Rooftop.”

Mrs. Fedash begins her memoir
with a narration of her attempts to
evade the Nazis in her ancestral vil-
lage of Lemkovyna, located in the
Carpathian Mountains.

“My job was solely to report if
there were Nazis in our village. If
there were, I’d breathlessly run home
to warn my mother so that we could

hide my brother, Michael,” she said.
Mrs. Fedash continues her story

with details of “Operation Vistula,”
the post-war, forced resettlement of
thousands in Silesia.

The remainder of the
book contains the re-
markable account of
Mrs. Fedash’s 1949 ar-
rival in Jersey City,
where she was reunited
with her father, an
American citizen, and
began her assimilation
into her adopted coun-
try. When she and her
mother eventually
came to live in America,
they found each other
and were together once
more.

The book’s title,
“Blossoms on a Roof-
top,” was inspired by a

garden of cascading petunias grow-
ing on a rooftop across from the apart-
ment Mrs. Fedash shared with her
father.

Lost and unsure of herself in her
father’s country, the author felt that
the blossoms spoke to her. Reminis-
cent of the tree struggling to grow
between the cracks in the sidewalk in

‘BLOSSOMS ON A ROOFTOP’17

Swing Band ‘Nostalgia’
Returns to Mindowaskin Park

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Community Swing Band “Nostal-
gia,” under the leadership of Sal
Melillo, will return to Mindowaskin
Park as part of the Summer Concert
Series on Thursday, July 26, at 7:30
p.m.

“Nostalgia” is a 17-member swing-
and-dance band featuring vocalist
Grace Henning. Rehearsing weekly,
the band is composed of music teach-
ers and former professional musi-
cians who have performed with big
bands and other ensembles in New
Jersey and New York.

The band takes audience members
on a nostalgic journey through the
1930s and 1940s, recreating the
sounds of the big band era from origi-
nal scores featuring the sounds and
styles of Tommy and Jimmy Dorsey,

Count Basie, Glenn Miller, Artie Shaw
and Benny Goodman among others.

The band’s vocalist, Grace
Henning, will be featured during the
performance of the “This Can’t Be
Love,” by Richard Rodgers and
Lorenz Hart in addition to “Some-
where Over the Rainbow,” by Harold
Arlen.

Mindowaskin Park is located next
to the Westfield Municipal Building
at 425 East Broad Street in Westfield.
The event is free to the public; audi-
ence members are encouraged to bring
blankets or chairs.

The Westfield Recreation Depart-
ment and Director Bruce Kaufmann
sponsor the Westfield Community
Swing Band. For further informa-
tion, contact (908) 789-4080 or the
Swing Band at (908) 647-6656.

NO REGRETS...Caryn Rosenthal as Tibby and Douglas Scott Allen as  Hank star
in the Premiere Stages production of Regrets Only.
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 Premiere Stages at Kean University Offers

Nothing ‘Regrettable’ About  Paul Rudnick’s Play
By SUSAN MYRILL DOUGHERTY

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

AREA – A summer wedding –
there’s nothing more lovely or excit-
ing, until all the people involved in
arranging for the dresses, flowers,
shoes, catering, etc. go missing. Nor-
mal wedding chaos then escalates to
hysteria.

This madness makes up a portion
of Paul Rudnick’s play Regrets Only,

the first offering of Premiere Stages’
2007 season and third year of the
professional theater company at Kean
University in Union.

The all-equity cast is placed on a
gorgeous set (designed and executed
by Ken Rothchild and Patrick Shaw)
of a posh Fifth Avenue penthouse
apartment in New York City owned
by the McCullough family. With am-
bient lighting by Nadine Charlsen,

contemporary artwork adorns the
creamy walls and stately marble stair-
ways; sleek, modern furniture com-
pletes the million-dollar setting.

Despite the elegant, reserved sur-
rounding, Myra Kesselman (Sheila
Head), the family maid, greets guests
alternately with a fake Irish brogue, a
pretense at a French accent or cock-
ney affectation, depending on her
mood.

This scene-stealing maid who later
poses as an irreverent nun and then a
polka-loving Slovak is hilarious; play-
wright Rudnick has given her some
of the best lines in the show, which
she delivers marvelously.

Hank Hadley (Douglas Scott
Allen), a Bill Blass-type designer
whose label is on everything from
socks to frocks, saunters into the pent-
house; we see he is a great friend of
the owners, socialite Tibby
McCullough (Caryn Rosenthal) and
her husband Jack (Patrick Boll), an
influential lawyer.

Tibby expresses her sympathy to
Hank who has recently lost his life
partner Mike. Concurrently, the
McCullough daughter Spencer (Me-
lissa Miller) makes her entrance and
announces to the family and Hank
that she is engaged.

Then the real fun begins.
With the feel of a “Truth or Dare”

session, the daughter asks her mother
if she has ever been unfaithful to her
husband. The cheeky Spencer poses
the same question to Hank.

A phone call from George W. Bush
interrupts the discussion as the Com-
mander-in-Chief asks Jack to help
him rewrite a constitutional amend-
ment to ban gay marriage.

The tightrope walk of substance
versus superficiality is one that Tibby
has to face. She loves being clothed in
the latest fashions and fanaticizes
about being in the September issue of
Vogue — “you know, the one that
weighs about 18 pounds.” When
things get tense, Tibby takes a Scarlet
O’Hara philosophy of “Let’s not think
of anything right now” slogan.

She’s going to have to play the role
of the dutiful wife to support Jack or
take sides with her lifelong gay friend
Hank.

Four months later, the second act
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