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More Handicap Parking is Required
On Downtown Westfield Streets

Railroad Needs to Inform
Residents about Cargo Details

I have been a resident of Westfield for
25 years and love this town. Until last
week, I had never felt alienated by the
local authority.

On March 8, I had a serious foot opera-
tion that left me temporarily handicapped.
I asked the police department for a permit
for special access parking in town. On
May 17, I parked on East Broad Street and
left my daughter in the car so she could
move it if needed while I ran an errand.
We were in front of American Shoe Re-
pair, which is a loading zone.

I parked there because there are no
handicapped parking spots on the main
streets of Westfield, which I had always
found problematic but which had never
affected me directly until then.

Walking from the parking lots behind
Panera, Rialto or Baron’s, where the few
handicapped spots are, was impossible
for me as the doctor has forbidden the
overuse of my foot. When I completed
my errand and got to the car, a ticket was
on the windshield. The officer who issued
the ticket was a few feet away. I explained
my situation and was shocked by his
treatment. He was cold and uninterested.
My handicap was ignored and my expla-
nation seemed to fall on totally deaf ears.

The experience was frustrating and
demeaning. I know policemen are trained

to serve and protect, but they should re-
member to have compassion. Consider-
ation and empathy do not detract from
their responsibility.

I was upset by my interaction with this
officer. However, my main concern is
with the lack of consideration for the
individuals in Westfield with special
needs. I am only temporarily handicapped,
so I can only imagine the trouble that
someone with a permanent need faces.

The lack of accessibility to our down-
town is unjust and embarrassing. I re-
quest more handicapped parking on the
main streets and some flexibility for indi-
viduals with handicaps. Thank you for
considering a resolution of this issue.

Tamara Futran
Westfield

Any time a citizen of Union County
asks Gordon Fuller, CEO of the
Morristown and Erie Railway (M&E), a
question about the “unspecified cargo”
that his freight trains will be hauling
through our county, he is evasive. One of
the specifics he frequently mentions, how-
ever, is a seemingly harmless commod-
ity, “plastic pellets.”

Some research on plastic pellets from
the U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency and other technical sources are
noted below:

Plastic pellets are sponges for oily toxic
chemicals that don’t readily dissolve in
water, such as the pesticide DDT and
polychlorinated biphenyls, or PCBs.

Some pellets have been found to con-
tain concentrations of these pollutants 1
million times greater than the levels found
in some ground water.

Once plastic pellets are released into
the environment, they cannot be easily
recovered.

An individual rail car can carry 260,000
pounds of plastic pellets. That’s nearly
130 tons of plastic pellets per rail car.

Federal law requires that the person
responsible for sealing the ports on rail
hopper cars and bulk trucks carrying plas-
tic pellets document the completion of the
seal.

The Federal Government requires those
shipping plastic pellets to “Consider van-
dalism exposure when selecting leased
sites and to establish security procedures
as needed” (SPI, 1991).

There are volumes written about the
safety and security measures required in
transporting plastic pellets. News reports
give accounts where residents in a several
mile radius suffered serious, sometimes
fatal consequences to freight derailments,
accidents at grade level crossings, and
various crashes involving freight trains
carrying hazardous materials.

Recently, I requested OPRA documents
from [Union County] from 2002 (when
the county freeholders signed the con-

tract with M&E) until the present. I asked
for any information regarding safety, se-
curity and environmental reports and stud-
ies done by the county or by M&E. I
received the reply of “no documents to
provide.”

Residents who have attended numer-
ous “Community Outreach Meetings”
heard Mr. Fuller say these studies have
been done, everything is cleared, etc. Mr.
Fuller actually promised to send these
reports to the mayor of Roselle at a large
public meeting two years ago. Roselle is
still waiting.

I would also like to know what M&E
and Union County freeholders did to se-
cure the six grade level crossings in
Roselle. I want to know what the free-
holders in 2002 did about the “vandalism
exposure” when they leased the defunct
Staten Island railroad site to M&E.

In 2003, the freeholders smirked at a
woman who brought up the threat of
gangs like the Conrail Boyz who were in
the jail across the street from the meeting.
The Conrail Boyz were arrested for rob-
bing freight trains between 1992 and 2003
of millions of dollars worth of “high end
goods.”

Before County Manger George
Devanney signed the M&E freight con-
tract, did he consider this gang threat to
the eight towns he was leasing freight
rails through? What procedures have Mr.
Devanney, the freeholders or M&E es-
tablished for addressing this threat?

Richard Lenihan
Roselle

SP Resident Supports
Records Online

I recently read that Assemblyman James
Whelan (D-Atlantic) introduced a bill to
put all government records on the Internet.
As he said, “The way our society is mov-
ing, we’re becoming an online culture. I
think government has to be in step.”

Since [Scotch Plains] Councilman
Kevin Glover took the initiative to get a
state-of-the-art website installed for
Scotch Plains, there should be no prob-
lem with the township immediately mov-
ing forward and embracing this great idea
of Assemblyman Whelan.

I hope to see all township records online
in the near future.

Theresa Mullen
Scotch Plains

NJ Global Warming Law
Signed for Greenhouse Gas
E. RUTHERFORD – Gov. Jon

Corzine signed into law last Saturday
a statewide greenhouse gas reduction
plan. State officials contend that the
new environmental protection law –
“The Global Warming Response Act”
– establishes the country’s toughest
emission standards.

The measure (A-3301) was signed
at Giants Stadium, which served as
one of eight venues worldwide for
Saturday’s “Live Earth” concert
aimed at raising awareness of global
warming. Former Vice President Al
Gore, author of the best-selling book,
“An Inconvenient Truth,” participated
in the ceremony.

The new law requires the level of
greenhouse gas emissions in the state
to be rolled back to at least 1990
levels by the year 2020. It further

requires greenhouse gas emissions
not-to-exceed 80 percent of 2006
emission levels by 2050.

The law does not define the emis-
sion levels or how they are to be
achieved, but it charges the NJ Depart-
ment of Environmental Protection
(NJDEP) to conduct an inventory of
the current, 2006, and 1990 statewide
greenhouse gas emissions within one
year of the law’s enactment. The law
requires the NJDEP to establish a
greenhouse gas emissions monitoring
and reporting program by 2009.

The NJDEP is required to prepare
a report by June 30, 2008, recom-
mending measures to achieve the 2020
limit. A similar report focusing on
ways to reach the 2050 limit is re-
quired no later than June 30, 2010.

The DEP is to set reduction stan-
dards for emissions from commercial
sources and collect data on the indus-
tries that produce the most green-
house gas emissions.

The measure mandates the invento-
rying and capping of six greenhouse
gases, including carbon dioxide, meth-
ane, nitrous oxide, sulfur hexafluo-
ride, as well as hydroflurocarbons and
polyflurochemicals.

“Our state and country have come to
a critical juncture on global warming,”
said Asw. Linda Stender (D-Fanwood).
“Today we can proudly say that we in
New Jersey choose to take action to
fight global warming now rather than
face the consequences later.”

Westfield Land Use Task Force Chair
Remarks on Committee Progress

In a letter to the editor published in the
June 28th edition of The Westfield Leader,
Robert Nehring raised questions as to the
current progress of the Westfield Land
Use Task Force. Since its formation last
fall by Mayor Skibitsky, our volunteer
committee has spent countless hours
meeting with interested parties, research-
ing current land use issues within our
community, and with the input of our
Town Engineer and Town Planner, has
been discussing the feasibility and impact
of varying proposals for improvements to
our existing land use ordinances.

As has been our stated goal from the
outset, this committee is working to pre-
serve the character of our neighborhoods
while also preserving the property rights
of individual homeowners. In a commu-
nity that was formed in 1794 and was
developed slowly over its 200 years, this
is no easy feat. The diversity of neighbor-
hoods in our community coupled with
legal limitations emanating from state
land use law requires careful examination
of all of the issues before any action is
taken.

Any recommendation that this com-
mittee makes must work within the con-
text of our community and also the man-
dates of state law. Knee jerk reactions to
public perceptions can have long lasting
unintended negative consequences. It is
therefore in the best interest of all
homeowners that our committee takes as
much time as is necessary to complete our
assigned task.

Our committee continues to work to-
ward our stated goal and expects to final-
ize its recommendations in coming weeks.

Although the work of the committee is
ongoing, I would like to point out the
impact our committee has already had in
bringing about change. Having heard some
of the concerns voiced during the LUTF
public comment sessions, the Westfield
Town Council has enacted changes to
existing ordinances in response to several
of the issues raised.

Specifically, the council has enacted
Neighbor Notification requirements as

part of the Demolition Permitting pro-
cess. In addition, they have addressed
construction site safety issues through the
requirement of safety fencing around all
demolition/rebuild sites. These are but
two examples of the changes enacted by
the council. I would like to commend our
elected officials for their proactive re-
sponse to the concerns of our citizens and
encourage them to continue to their work
in addressing these quality of life issues.

I would like to remind Mr. Nehring and
any other interested party who has com-
ments, questions or concerns relating to
the ongoing work of our committee or any
other issue relating to development within
our community to contact the Land Use
Task Force at landuse@westfieldnj.gov.

William Heinbokel, Chairman
Westfield Land Use Task Force

SP Resident Named
To Dickinson Dean’s List

SCOTCH PLAINS – Nicole Leigh
Tanguy, a junior philosophy major at
Dickinson College in Carlisle, Pa.,
has been named to the dean’s list for
the spring 2007 semester.

A graduate of Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School, she is the
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Douglas
Tanguy of Scotch Plains.

All students earning a position on
the dean’s list must have a grade point
average of 3.7 or above on a 4.0 scale
for the semester.

ALL STORES OPEN SUN.

MOST STORES ACCEPT:

For the address of the store nearest to you please call... 1-800-SHOPRITE
Prices established by ShopRite Wines & Spirits of Lincoln Park, 60 Beaverbrook Rd., Lincoln Park, N.J., (973) 694-4420

ShopRite WINES & SPIRITS STORES ARE INDIVIDUALLY OWNED AND OPERATED AND NOT A CHAIN. PRICES AND
PRODUCTS FEATURED MAY NOT BE AVAILABLE AT ALL AFFILIATED STORES. Prices effective Wed., July 11 thru

Tues., July 24 , 2007. We reserve the right to limit quantities. Not responsible for typographical errors. In the event of
errors, the lowest price allowed by N.J. State Law will apply. All cases sold containing single type only.

®

Discounts
Available On:
(EXCLUDING SALE ITEMS)

Mixed
Cases

of Wine

Mixed
Cases

of Spirits

SUN MON TUES WED THURS FRI SAT

11 12 13 14
15 16 17 18 19 20 21
22 23 24

JULY 2007

Debit
Card

Ruffino
MODUS 1999

Artesa
Napa/Sonoma

•Cabernet Sauvignon
Carneros

•Chardonnay
Napa/Sonoma

•Merlot 1499

Blackstone
All Types
(EXCEPT
PINOT NOIR) 899

Sunburst
Cellars

•Cabernet
•Chardonnay

1199

Vina San Esteban
•CABERNET •MERLOT
•CHARDONNAY 
•SAUVIGNON BLANC 799

Beringer
WHITE ZINFANDEL 499

750
ML

Redwood Creek
•CABERNET  • MERLOT
•CHARDONNAY
•SAUVIGNON BLANC 999

Harvey’s
Bristol Cream
SHERRY 1199

Dr. Loosen
RIESLING 899

Newhaven
SAUVIGNON BLANC 999

Ramsay
PINOT NOIR 1199

Carlo Rossi
•GENERICS
•VARIETALS 999

Opici
HOMEMADE
BARBERONE 1299

Almaden 5 L BOX
•CHABLIS  •RHINE  •BURGUNDY
•BLUSH CHABLIS
•GOLDEN CHABLIS 1099

•CABERNET  •CHARD.
•MERLOT  •WT. ZIN. 1299

4 L

4 L

Due Torri
•PINOT GRIGIO
•MERLOT 999

Nicolas
Feuillatte

Brut

2699

•CHARDONNAY
•SAUVIGNON

BLANC 1099

Korbel
• BRUT
• X-DRY

• BRUT ROSE

1099

ALL 750 MLS

TEQUILA 

RUM

BOURBON

Bacardi
LIGHT OR GOLD 1999

Milagro
ALL 750 MLS Cognac ALL 750 MLS

GIN

BRANDY/COGNAC

Canadian Club 1699

SCOTCH

Whaler’s 1099

Ron Romero
LIGHT OR DARK 1299

1.75 L

1.75 L

1.75 L

Woodford
RESERVE 2699

Evan Williams
SOUR MASH 1899

1.75 L

Jose Cuervo
GOLD OR CLASICO WHITE 3499

1.75 L

Christian Bros.
BRANDY 1699

1.75 L

Glenfiddich
12-YR-OLD SINGLE MALT 3399

Speyburn
10-YR-OLD SINGLE MALT 1999

Clan
MacGregor 1599

1.75 L

Beefeater 2899
1.75 L

Hendrick’s 3299
1 L

1.75 L

Beer...

BIG SIZE SAVINGS!

750
ML

750
ML

•CLARET    •MERLOT
•SYRAH
•ZINFANDEL 1299

McWilliams
ALL TYPES 799

Rossini’s Classic Cellars
•CHABLIS   •RHINE   •BURGUNDY
•RUBINO ROSSO  •ROSE
•BLUSH CHABLIS 799

4 L

3 L
DESSERT WINES
ALL TYPES 999

Philadelphia
BLENDED WHISKEY 1199

1.75 L

Renwood
SIERRA
ZINFANDEL 999

750
ML

750
ML

750
ML

750
ML

750
ML

Amberton
Knight’s Valley

•Cabernet Sauvignon
Napa

•Chardonnay
Napa

•Sauvignon
Blanc 1299

750
ML

Sale prices effective: 7/11 thru 7/24

ShopRite DISCOUNTS
Available On:

•Mixed Cases of Spirits•
•Mixed Cases of Wine•

(Excluding Sale Items)

Black
Swan
ALL TYPES

929

Glen
Ellen
ALL TYPES

600
1.5 L1.5 L

Penny Lane
•CABERNET   •MERLOT
•CHARDONNAY
•ZINFANDEL 799

750
ML

750
ML

•Sauvignon
Blanc

999

MondaviMondaviMondaviMondavi

CARNEROS
•CHARDONNAY 1499

NAPA
•FUME BLANC 1299

NAPA
•CABERNET 1799

NAPA
•MERLOT 1599

CORDIALS
Grand
Marnier 2999

Romana Sambuca
REG. OR BLACK 1899

Caravella
LIMONCELLO 1799

DeKuyper Pucker
SOUR APPLE 1699

1.75 L

Kahlua 1699

Di Saronno 1899

Gilbey’s 1399
1.75 L

Crystal 1099
1.75 L

PRICE
BREAK

1.5 L

1.5 L

Voga
•PINOT GRIGIO
•QUATTRO 899

•Alto Adige
Pinot 
Grigio 1299

•Chianti Riserva
•Rosso
Toscana

•Pinot 
Grigio 999

•Chianti 799

Your 
Choice!

Frei
Brothers

•Cabernet

1699

ALL 750 MLS
ALL 750 MLS

CoppolaCoppolaCoppolaCoppola
ALL 750 MLS

We Carry The Largest
Selection Of Imported
& Domestic Beer.
MORE THAN ANYONE
ELSE IN NEW JERSEY!

VODKA

Imperia 2699

Svedka 1999
1.75 L

Popov 1099
1.75 L

Crystal 999
1.75 L

NEW
at ShopRite

•PINOT
NOIR 1399

Nando
Asti

609
750
ML

Captain
Morgan
Spiced Rum 2509

1.75 L

Dewars
White Label 2809

750
ML

750
ML

750
ML

750
ML

750
ML

750
ML

750
ML

750
ML

750
ML750

ML

De LarocheDe Laroche

•VS . . . . . . . . . . .1499

•VSOP  . . . . . .1999

•XO  . . . . . . . . .3999

•Silver  . . . . . .2499

•Reposado  .2799

•Anejo . . . . . .3199

Is At Our

Everyday
LOW
DISCOUNTED
PRICE!

PRICE
BREAK

PRICE
BREAK

1.75 L

Stolichnaya
Vodka
Regular Only 3000PRICE

BREAK

•Merlot
•Syrah

•Chardonnay

1399

750
ML

750
ML

750
ML

750
ML

750
ML

Champagnes

Diamond Series

750
ML

750
ML

750
ML

Di Lupo

PRICE
BREAK

PRICE
BREAK

NOW in WESTFIELD! ShopRite Wines & Spirits Marketplace 333 South Ave. East (Formerly Town & Country Liquors)

MarketplaceMarketplaceMarketplace

 

How can I help you?$?$ 
 

I will consult with you on various parts of running a business: 
 

1. business plan development 
2. investment and capital for a business 

3. marketing plan 
4. production or service 

5. credit management 
6. analysis of a financial statement 
7. structure of the company 

8. growth and expansion plans 
9. recruiting, hiring, firing, training, motivating 

   10.Visit and evaluation of your business 
    11. Where do we go from here. 

Do you or your business need help in any of these areas? 
Or all of them? 

 

$econd Hour Free$ 
 

Call me at 201 446 7267 or e-mail me at 
aplevitt@aplconsultingllc.com 

http://www.aplconsultingllc.com 

Students Fundraise
To End Child Labor

SCOTCH PLAINS – This year,
seventh grade students at Park Middle
School in Scotch Plains studied child
labor around the world.

These lessons were part of an effort
to increase students’ global citizen-
ship awareness and active participa-
tion in society.

Students in Julianne Gorton’s so-
cial studies classes began this unit by
examining general children’s rights.
They then studied the history of child
labor in the U.S., as well as present-
day child labor around the world. In
March, they created informative post-
ers persuading others to help end child
labor.

To culminate their unit, students
spent the first two weeks of June
planning and executing fundraising
activities for an organization devoted
to ending child labor.

Students’ plans ranged from lem-
onade stands to selling bracelets at
school to holding garage sales. By the
end, the students had collected and
donated a total of approximately
$1,250 to the child labor cause.

The money will be used to build
schools overseas for children who
otherwise would have to work to sup-
port their families.

Letters to the Editor
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4

Politicians Should Do
Their Sniping Out of
S-Plains Public Eye

As a former resident and long-time
involved citizen of Scotch Plains, I regu-
larly read The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times online. Lately, I have become em-
barrassed to open it up. The Times has let
the two infantile mentalities of the politi-
cal parties dominate its letters to the edi-
tor recently. Both parties are acting ri-
diculous.

Can’t anyone stop the madness? Can’t
The Times at least act grown up and put
this dribble to rest? What once was a
decent civil community now looks to the
entire world like an enormous spitting
pot.

I had really painful emotions when we
pulled up stakes and moved away from
the town I loved. Lately those are emo-
tions of thanks that I didn’t remain.

Come on all, get a grip and do your
sniping out of the public eye at least.

Dennis Pedicini
Fayetteville, Ohio

Kean, Munoz and Bramnick Praise
Repeal of Sales Tax on Parking

Last year, over our objection, the New
Jersey Sales Tax was increased from 6
percent to 7 percent and extended to an
array of new items including health club
memberships, dry cleaning, limousine
services and municipal parking meters.
Since then, we introduced and co-spon-
sored legislation to have these egregious
tax increases repealed.

Recently, we were proud that our stead-
fast advocacy for tax reform resulted in a
new law that repeals the not-for-profit
health and fitness club taxes and local

parking fees from the state sales tax.
While this is a step in the right direction,
New Jersey needs even more tax relief to
make living in our state affordable for
families and senior citizens.

Trenton leaders must realize that to
balance the budget and return fiscal sta-
bility to our state, we must cut wasteful
spending and abuse and not rely on a
practice of tax and spend.

Senator Tom Kean
Assemblyman Eric Munoz

Assemblyman Jon Bramnick

Memorial Pool has
Wayward Tennis Balls
I would like to know what is it going to

take for the Memorial Pool to discourage
the playing of baseball in the pool com-
plex by children. There has been more
than one incident of wayward tennis balls
flying in the air inches from sunbathers or
striking children playing on the swings-
slides.

It is very difficult to hide a bat being
brought in by a child into the complex.
There is no reason for it to be allowed.
The ball field is across the street. Will the
complex finally take notice when a mem-
ber is injured?

Jill Anderson
Westfield

CLASSIFIEDS

Buy & Sell on the Net

goleader.com/classifieds


