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Westfield Parking Pay Stations
Errantly Result in More Tickets

Fanwood Residents Must Wake up
And Act Against TDR Bill Now

Editor’s Note: This letter was sent to
the Westfield Municipal Court and cop-
ied to The Westfield Leader.

Enclosed is my check for $20 as pay-
ment for a parking ticket I received yes-
terday. Please note that I am paying this
under protest. I could go to court to plead
my case, but I am an hourly employee and
would not be paid. It would cost me more
in lost salary than the $20 ticket cost.

On July 2, I parked my car at 1:51 p.m.
in Lot 1, behind Panera’s Restaurant. I
walked toward the pay station in the cen-
ter of the lot, but several people walking
away advised me that the pay station was
out of order. I joined the line of seven
people at the pay station closest to Trader
Joe’s and waited my turn.

The first person was having difficulty
entering her numbers or pushed the wrong
buttons. I helped her enter her space num-
ber and pay. Two others in front of me
were attempting to pay with dollar bills
and the machine kept rejecting them.

At this point, I was grateful that I had
arrived nine minutes early for a 2 p.m.
appointment, since it was taking a long
time for my turn. This is not an infrequent
occurrence. Several times a week, I assist
people who are having trouble decipher-
ing the instructions. No longer can one
park, pay and go in a timely fashion.

As we were waiting, a police officer
pulled up, got out and kindly asking if we
needed help. We had a brief conversation
about how one meter was out-of-order
and this one appeared to not be accepting
paper money. He suggested that we use
the meter at the opposite end of the lot.
But by this time, it was almost my turn. I
gave change to the person in front of me
so she could pay. Finally, it was my turn.
I obtained a receipt stating that it was
good until 3:57 p.m., almost an hour

longer than I needed.
Imagine my shock when I returned to

my car after 3 p.m. and found a ticket for
overtime parking, written at 13:52 (1:52
p.m.). I had received the ticket while I was
waiting in line to pay. To add insult to
injury, I believe the officer who wrote my
ticket is the same one who had a friendly
chat with us about the pay station delay.

I called the parking office immediately
but was advised that there was nothing
they could do about a ticket once it was
written. I know the town is proud of the
pay stations. Their advantages have been
touted in the press — It is possible to add
time to any space from any pay station in
town, the machines allow the use of smart
cards and unused time paid for with a
smart card can be put back on the card.

Despite these many conveniences,
which I have rarely used, I find that the
disadvantages far outweigh the advan-
tages. The pay stations are far less conve-
nient than individual meters. They take
more time to pay since they are farther
away from most parking spaces. It’s harder
for the elderly. There is almost always a
line of people. As I see it, the biggest
advantage is that it’s easier for  parking
enforcement to write more tickets.

For most, it is easier to pay a ticket
received in error, than to take off from
work to contest it in court. I am sure the
pay stations have already paid for them-
selves through increased revenue from
tickets. Although I would be pleased and
surprised if this ticket were thrown out, I
realize that without appearing in court,
this is not likely to happen.

I just wanted to register my frustration
with the parking system. I count my $20
fine as a cost of living in Westfield.

Eugenia Cline
Westfield

Fanwood residents had better wake up
fast! Get off your sofas and get to the next
meeting on the TDR issue, which is July
16, at 7:30 p.m. The money goes to north
side residents to keep their houses the
same while increased density will con-
gest the south side without any financial
compensation.

I would love to get, say, $20,000 not to
do anything to my house. At this point, I
would use the money for a down payment
in another town that isn’t contemplating
suicide. By the time TDR is done with
Fanwood, anyone with sense would take
the money and move somewhere decent
after the politicians are done destroying
this town.

If you’re living on the south side of the
railroad tracks, your house, children’s

schooling and way of life are threatened.
If this is passed, the density of Fanwood
can increase over 10 percent all on the
South Avenue corridor.

I sat at the last meeting and what Mr.
Parenti said is being taken out of context
and in no way cast any aspersion on any
member of the military. In the context of
what he said, no one could take offense
unless they were purposely looking to
find offense with his position.

I would have worded it differently. “I
would sooner trust a learning-disabled
chimp than TDR.” This might have been
more appropriate. My apologies to chimps
everywhere.

Mary McKeown
Fanwood

Wychwood Gatehouse, Destroying
‘A Portal to the Community’

Is there anyone in Westfield that cares
anymore? Have we all grown complacent
and accepting of our changing commu-
nity? Where is the sense of responsibility
and consideration for one’s community
and neighbors?

In 20 years, will Westfield even re-
semble the Westfield we love today?
Answers: Maybe, possibly, hard to find,
probably not.

Consider the beautiful gatehouse and
its grounds at 200 Canterbury Road. An
application is pending with the planning
board for the subdivision of one of the
two Wychwood Gatehouse properties for
the purpose of erecting yet another over-
sized, property line-to-property-line
home. The owner thinks it will be nice.
The lawyer says it will be just ducky. The
owner’s bank will think it’s swell. The
neighbors think it just plain stinks.

Apparently, what this will boil down to
is, legally, should this application be de-
nied or approved? I think what this boils
down to is a matter of consideration,
respect and duty. Owners of historic land-
marks, whether “designated” or not,
should have a sense of responsibility and
duty that comes with ownership.

Yes, it is private property, to do with as
you please. But, where is the sense of
what is plain old right vs. wrong? Why
would a homeowner proceed with a plan
that defaces a neighborhood landmark,
knowing that their neighbors are heart-
broken? I guess one could interpret that as
meaning that they just don’t care.

In 1931, Arthur Rule produced a beau-
tifully detailed book of Wychwood. When
describing the South Gate, he writes: “The
differentness of the architecture of South
Gate is a frank protest against the beset-
ting faults of most domestic architecture

of today – tradition, charm, and the love
of Nature. Here is the portal to a commu-
nity that is dedicated to a spiritual and
physical health not often encountered in
this day; where a hurried cash reward for
their enterprise is not uppermost in the
thought of its founders.

“In Wychwood, it is not uncommon
thing to find three generations of the same
family living in homes near to each other.
Neighborhood standards are thus inspired,
which will naturally preserve the spirit of
Wychwood, long after its present spon-
sors have ceased to exert a direct influ-
ence. This does not mean a high standard
of expense to the home-buyer or home-
builder, for there is a great range of cost
permitted – and encouraged — but it does
mean high standards of citizenship and
community sense.”

Sound like a fairy tale? It’s not. Tradi-
tion, charm, love of nature, spiritual and
physical health, multiple generations of
families, high standards of citizenship
and community sense; these things con-
tinue to exist in the spirit of Wychwood
today. To know Wychwood is to love
Wychwood for all of the above-men-
tioned reasons. As Mr. Rule so eloquently
said, “the South Gate is the portal to the
Wychwood community”.

The South Gate is not the sign or the
beautiful gatehouses alone. It is the prop-
erties on which the gatehouses sit. It is the
trees, the greenery, and the sense of an-
ticipation of what lies beyond. It is these
two properties combined that are the ex-
tended hands of Wychwood, greeting you
and inviting you in.

I hope the property owner decides not
to proceed with her plan.

Amy Jester
Westfield

Resident Urges Westfield Planning Board to Deny
Cowperthwaite Mixed-Use Development Project

Letters to the Editor

At the Westfield Planning Board’s next
meeting on August 6, they will have the
Cowperthwaite project before them for a
third time. The project by Charles
Pijanowski (Charles Construction) pro-
poses to replace the existing vacant single-
family residential structure with a con-
forming three-story mixed-use structure
containing two offices on the first floor
and two (2-bedroom) apartments.

The applicant is seeking variances for
the following: Side Yard required is 19.5
feet versus proposed 3.16 feet; Minimum
rear yard required is 19.5 feet versus
proposed 10 feet; Maximum building
height allowed is 40 feet versus proposed
40.6 and parking required is 19 spaces
total versus proposed zero. The zone is in
a GB-1 and the lot is 50 feet by 50 feet.

The current house was originally built
in the 1880s and has stood on the border
of the GB-1 district all these years. There
are no other offices on Cowperthwaite
Place, Prospect or Elm Street (until you
get beyond the Stop and Shop parking
lot). This is a residential neighborhood
that has both townhouses from
Cowperthwaite Square and single family
and two family homes. The current house
and the one next door serve as a buffer
between the residential neighborhood and

the general business district. If you re-
place this single family home with a
mixed-use office building, you remove
the buffer and erode the fabric and char-
acter of the neighborhood.

This project requires 19 parking spaces
(4 residential and 15 commercial) total
for which the applicant is relying on
“onstreet” parking. This is a heavily traf-
ficked and parked area. Current residents
rely on this street to park near their
townhouses and apartments. If approved,
additional cars would be forced to park
further into the residential neighborhoods
creating a hardship for residents.

The Town of Westfield commissioned
a traffic study completed by Edwards
and Kelsey at a cost of $70,000 three
years ago during the proposed parking
structure on Prospect and Elm streets.
The study evaluated levels of service at
each of the intersections on Prospect
Street and Elm Street, based on a scale of
“A” (lowest delays at intersections) to
“F” (longest delays with cycle failure).
The study indicated the intersection of
Prospect Street and Cowperthwaite Place
was rated “E” and the intersection of
Cowperthwaite and Elm Street was rated
“D” (Westfield Mixed Use Redevelop-
ment Traffic Impact Study, Edwards and

Kelsey, Inc. pg. 13.).
Currently, it is unknown what type of

businesses would occupy the office space.
It could be a single professional, a toy
store or as one board member joked, a
Chinese takeout. Increased traffic and
parking from a mixed-use building would
place further stress on the streets and
intersections in the area.

The current house is not viable to reno-
vate and must be torn down. I believe
there are other options, rather than a
mixed-use building, which is an over-
intensive use of this lot measuring 50 feet
by 50 feet. My neighbors and I would like
to see a single family house built in it’s
place that would fit into the character of
the existing neighborhood. This single-
family house could either be
“grandfathered” in, such as the current
one, or be granted a “conditional use
variance”.

For these reasons, I ask that the plan-
ning board deny this application. Please
come to the meeting on Monday, August
6 at 7:30 to support your neighbors in
their request to keep our neighborhood
residential.

Sharon Stockwell
Westfield

The ‘Tax on the Tax’ is Gone, But
Can You Get Your Money Back?

For New Jersey citizens frustrated with taxes, parking
fees and paperwork, there is an opportunity for many to
retrieve overpaid sales taxes.

The State of New Jersey has repealed sales tax on
certain membership fees and parking charges, effective
July 1, 2007. Not all membership fee sales taxes have
been repealed however. The definition is complicated. It
seems that if you paid for municipal pool membership,
parking permits or YMCA memberships, you might have
been over-taxed and are due a refund. Mountainside and
Westfield are working out pool tax refund details.

On June 28, the state legislature repealed an onerous
and unworkable tax of last year – one that we call the ‘Tax
on the Tax.’ In their zeal to tax almost anything they could
imagine last year, the New Jersey legislature increased the
sales tax by 17 percent and also made it applicable to a
widespread list of new items, including adding the sales
tax to parking fees charged by municipalities.

The state also wanted to add sales tax to parking meter
revenues but found it impossible to administer. The state
encountered outrage from the more than 500 municipali-
ties who claimed the state was robbing towns of their
revenue. This part was repealed effective July 1, 2007.

They also added sales tax to all membership fees. Since
then, they discovered they were taxing themselves and
didn’t like it. Now, they excluded sales tax on government
entity memberships such as municipal pools and county
golf. This part was repealed effective July 1, 2007. The
sales tax for certain religious and non-profits, such as
YMCAs and the JCC, was repealed.

The tax remains, however, for all others. Charges for
initiation fees, membership fees or dues for access to
facilities of a health and fitness, athletic, sporting or
shopping club or organization remain subject to sales tax.

Who does this apply to, how do you get your money
back and how much might it be?

Many of the towns and counties are preparing answers
to these questions. Perhaps refund information will be
posted on their websites. The Westfield Memorial Pool,
Mountainside Pool, Westfield and Fanwood parking per-
mits, Union County Park memberships, YMCAs and
many other organizations seem to be involved.

The New Jersey Society of Certified Public Accoun-
tants (NJSCPA) provided the information that follows
along with some examples.

Submit a Claim for Refund (Form A-3730 - State of
New Jersey Division of Taxation). The form must be
accompanied by documentation of the amount of sales tax
that was paid for periods on and after July 1, 2007, such
as evidenced by a contract, bill, invoice, or similar state-
ment issued by the facility. The claim form must also
include proof of payment of the tax, such as a copy (not
original) of a cancelled check, credit card payment re-
ceipt, credit card bill statement, electronic funds transfer
(bank statement), or a cash payment receipt.

Example 1 – In January 2007, customer purchased an
annual YMCA membership and paid in full. The member-
ship cost $1,200 plus 7 percent sales tax of $84, for a total
of $1,284. The customer can apply for a refund of the tax
paid for the six-month period between July 1 and Decem-
ber 31, 2007, which is $42.

Example 2 – In April 2007, customer purchased a
seasonal membership at a municipal pool. The member-
ship cost $750 plus 7 percent sales tax of $52.50, for a total
of $802.50 and covered the period from May 26 through
September 3. The customer can apply for a refund of the
tax paid for the 2-month period between July 1 and
September 3, 2007, which is approximately $35.

Example 3 – In January 2007, customer purchased an
annual parking pass to park at a municipal lot. Parking
facilities were granted authorization to include the tax in
the parking charge. The facility included the tax in the
$240 charge, which meant that the parking charge was
$224.30 and the 7 percent sales tax was $15.70. The
customer can apply for a refund of the tax paid for the six-
month period between July 1 and December 31, 2007,
which is $7.85.

Since the sales tax was included in the parking charge
rather than stated separately, the customer may have to
obtain a statement from the facility indicating how much
sales tax was collected and remitted.

Questions concerning these issues can be directed to
nj.streamlined@treas.state.nj.us.

No one likes being taxed. The state government fool-
hardily ended up taxing themselves, and they found out
that they didn’t like it either.

The Town of Westfield still has the sales tax money for
the pool memberships and parking permits. They will be
contacting the citizens to implement refunds. Other towns
and organizations are reviewing their obligations.

Playground Graffiti is
Appalling at Pool

I was at the [Westfield] Memorial Pool
complex on Sunday, July 8 and I was
appalled to see that two of the slides on
the playground have graffiti on them.

My son Greg Ryan, Jr., WHS 2005
graduate and now a student at Penn State,
raised $86,000 for his Troop 77 Eagle
Scout Project in 2004. They built this
playground so the special needs children
of the area (including his sister) would
have an inclusive place to play. The play-
ground has been nicely kept until now.

I would like to see the person or per-
sons who did this clean it up and make
restitution for what they did. Please par-
ents; know what your children are doing
and where they are going. Teach your
children to respect other peoples’ prop-
erty and the property of the town.

My son worked so hard on that play-
ground and now it has become a chalk-
board for graffiti.

Alberta Capria-Ryan
Westfield

Governor Double Talks and Fluffs
On Selling New Jersey Assets

The two letters from Gov. Jon Corzine
and Sen. Tom Kean, Jr. [Leader/Times
July 5] about the NJ Turnpike and Garden
State Parkway show very different views
on the subject. Gov. Corzine wants to
keep his plan to “monetize” our state
assets a secret, just like he kept the recent
negotiations with union leader Carla Katz,
his “friend,” a secret.

Monetization is just another name for
selling or leasing our assets. Whatever
you want to call it, income from the
turnpike and parkway will be gone. If an
investor can turn a profit from these state
assets, why can’t New Jersey do the same?
The only ones to gain are Gov. Corzine’s
Wall Street cronies who will profit from
the issuance of bonds, and the losers will
be our children and grand children.

The Governor stated, “New Jersey’s
roads will not be sold: and they will not be
leased to for profit or foreign operators.”
I expect to see a new state agency that will
issue more debt that will be due long after
Gov. Corzine leaves office. Next he said,
“Toll schedules will be open, predictable
and available to the public.” This means
we will be given a schedule of the toll
increases we can expect to see each year.
Of course he tells us everything will be
made clear after the November elections.

I applaud Sen. Kean for requesting a
copy of all documentation regarding the
plans to “monetize” state assets. As citi-
zens, we have a right to know what is
being done with our state assets; after all,
they do belong to the citizens. If Gov.
Corzine’s plan is so good, he would have

made it public long ago and not wait until
after the upcoming elections.

Gov. Corzine’s letter is full of double
talk and fluff designed to hide what his
plan actually is. Thank you Sen. Kean for
your efforts to identify the truth behind
the secret plans to sell our state assets.

Thomas Lienhard
Westfield

See more letters
on page 9

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Grelot – A small bell similar to a

sleighbell
2. Desmachyme – The connective tis-

sue of sponges
3. Ditokous – Producing two eggs or

young at one time
4. Lagarto – Spanish for alligator

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of dic-
tion?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

SARCENET
1. A kind of leather stuffing put into a

boot for the wearer’s ease
2. A graceful, stately, slow Spanish

dance
3. A small piece of artillery
4. A soft silk cloth, used for ribbons,

linings, etc.
HORNOTINE

1. Resembling grape clusters
2. A bird in its first year
3. Bristled; standing erect
4. Solidified; hardened

JURAMENTADO
1. In Latin, a lawgiver
2. An individual devoted to the study of

dinosaurs
3. A sleeveless garment worn over or

under armor
4. A Filipino Moslem who takes an

oath before a priest that he will die killing
Christians

PILEOUS
1. Pertaining to plundering or looting
2. In biology, a small cap or crest
3. Hairy
4. Producing a putred odor

Verizon is Obligated to
Televise Local Stations
I was pleased to see last week’s front

page coverage in The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times of the current state of our
local access channel on Verizon FiOS
and applaud Assemblyman Jon Bramnick
for recognizing and addressing this im-
portant issue. This has been a concern
even prior to FiOS coming to Scotch Plains.
The Jersey Access Group, a statewide con-
sortium of local access television chan-
nels, has met with Verizon representatives
several times to deal with the situation. Yet
at this point, I am unaware of any local
channel in the state currently being carried
by Verizon, even as FiOS service contin-
ues to expand throughout New Jersey.

This is, of course, in violation of the
very state franchise agreement that al-
lows Verizon to offer their services in
Scotch Plains and other New Jersey com-
munities.

Unfortunately, unlike say New York
State, which requires cable providers to
carry local access channels immediately,
there is no such timetable for New Jersey.
Although providing our local channel on
Verizon is both required by law and can
be done fairly easily, it will, as last week’s
article points out, cost them money.

Until they are compelled to do so,
either by enforcement or at the request of
their subscribers, it is unlikely that Verizon
will spend money to cablecast a channel
that offers them no financial gain.

What many don’t recognize is that
Verizon FiOS is directly benefiting from
just being in Scotch Plains, while conve-
niently ignoring their end of the bargain.

It is along our streets, funded by our
taxes, where cable service providers are
granted permission to run the lines that
ultimately afford them a generous profit.

Verizon has been given extensive ac-
cess to our municipality and they are
seeing much revenue from this. In return,
they are expected to provide their local
subscribers Scotch Plains Television and
other local channels. Verizon’s contin-
ued refusal to do this in a timely manner
is a disservice to both their viewers and to
the entire Scotch Plains community.

William McMeekan, Jr.
Scotch Plains Television

Dwight was Right,
Mil-Ind. Complex

The military industrial complex had its
way. We went to war to enrich a small
select few who had control over our
government’s foreign policy. Halliburton,
KBR, Blackwater and others are making
out like bandits. The Bush administration
hijacked the post 9/11 climate for corpo-
rate gain.

I feel terrible for the patriotic soldiers
whose heartfelt intentions have been
abused by the Bush Administration deter-
mined to create wealth for the corpora-
tions they are affiliated with.

Larry Slater
Edgartown, MA.

Manor Park Swim Club
Members Present Views

We, members of Manor Park Swim
Club, find your recent articles [June 28
and July 5, page 1, Town, State Health
Officials Look Into WF Drowning] con-
cerning our swim club disconcerting. We
have been members more than a dozen
years and each sunny day, when we arrive
at Manor Park, we are assured the tables
have been washed, chairs arranged around
the pool area, bathrooms cleaned and
water pristine. We are also assured the
life guards have been properly instructed
and prepared for the day’s activities, and
we are secure under their watchful eyes.
Overall, the manager of Manor Park Swim
Club is in attendance on a daily basis
overseeing the various needs and desires
of all pool members and guests.

We fail to see why our swim club has
had to withstand all the hype and bad
publicity. Sorry, as a non-member, you
have not had the pleasure of spending a
pleasant day at Manor Park Swim Club.

Mary Guare, Alice Enuich, Judy
Giliszluski, Joan McLucas, Nydia

Melhado, Rose Beeny, Val Imbriaco,
Rosalie Aiello, Agnes Imbriaco,

Ronnie Fraenkal, LaVerne Schaell,
Helen Darling, Mary O’Sullivan,

Mary Newman and Linda Feldman


