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POLICE BLOTTER

Courtesy of Sharon Campbell
BLOCK PARTY TRADITION...The residents of Birch Place celebrated their 55th annual Fourth of July party, proclaiming
it to be the longest running block party in Westfield. The neighborhood event had traditional activities for adults and children
including the annual egg toss, a bike parade lead by the police, an obstacle course, pin the stars on the flag, t-shirt decorating,
a fire truck visit, an outdoor movie and browsing Birch Place scrapbooks documenting this 55-year tradition. The longest-
standing residents in attendance were Sue and Ray Mattes and her daughter Lauren. The newest Birch Place residents are
Natalie Azar and Michael Hubner and their son, Lucas.

Resident Mike Gonnella asked the
commission if they would consider
placing foliage as a natural barrier
between the homes on West Broad
Street and the Memorial Pool. Mr.
Gonnella and his neighbors said they
have been having problems with pool
members hopping over their fences
to retrieve balls.

Joe Oriente gave a presentation on
the commission’s new online registra-
tion system called Capturepoint’s Com-
munity Pass. The system is installed in
42 towns and school systems in New
Jersey and assists in the registering and
storing of applicants’ information.

The recreation department has been
using the system to register applicants,
and it will eventually go online, allow-
ing registrants to register themselves.
The commission asked Mr. Oriente
for a quote to download its 10,000-
record pool database and easily trans-
fer the data over to the new system.

Mr. Oriente said a subscription to
the service costs $24.99 a month.

“Hopefully by next summer, resi-
dents will be able to come into our
offices and use the computer to put in
their information and register for pro-
grams. They will also be able to make
payments through the system through
credit cards,” program director Traci
Kastner said.

The commission announced that it
would hold a flag-football fundraiser
at Kehler Stadium on July 18 or 26.
The fundraiser will raise money in
memory of Meghan Beck, a counse-
lor who died when she was 20. The
funds will be used to update the play-
ground area at Tamaques Park.

“The goal is to raise $2,400,” As-
sistant Recreation Director Dolores
McKay said.
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WF Recreation Commission

Maria Woehr for The Westfield Leader
UPDATE ON POOL RENOVATIONS…Westfield Recreation Director Bruce
Kaufmann discusses renovations to the Memorial Park kiddie pool during
Monday night’s recreation commission meeting.

Westfield Regional Health
Department Blotter

Statistics for Westfield, June 2007

Vital Statistics
Births – 13
Deaths – 14
Marriages – 9
Civil Unions – 1
Domestic Partnerships – 0

Communicable/Reportable
Diseases

Hepatitis A – 0
Salmonella – 2
Hepatitis C – 0
Influenza – 0
Lyme Disease – 0
Disease Outbreaks – 0
Other – 0

Retail Food Inspections
Excellent – 0
Passed – 15
Conditionally Satisfactory – 2
Unsatisfactory – 0
Mobile Food Inspections – 0
Temporary Food Inspections – 9
Food Samples/Lab Tests – 0
Retail Food Complaints – 1
Food Borne Illness – 0

Environmental
Garbage – 0
Rodent – 6
Animal Control – 0
Lead Investigations – 0
Heating Complaints – 0
Nuisance – 2
Air, Water, Noise Complaints – 1

Health Screenings/Programs
Blood Pressure – 3
Diabetes – 0
Stroke – 0
Health Education – 0
Other – 0
Flue/Pneumonia Vaccinations – 0

Child Health Services
Child Health Clinics – 3
# Of Children Attending – 1
# Of Vaccinations Given – 0

Home Visits/Nursing
Home Visits – 0
School Audits – 0
Other – 0

Other Inspections
Pools – 5
Tobacco Age Of Sale – 0
Nursery And Day Care Centers – 1
Other – 1

Enforcement
Court Summons – 0
Board Hearings – 0

post office, and workers were clean-
ing up soot earlier this week.

Deputy Chief Kelly said the office
of the United States Postal Inspector
is in charge of the investigation, as-
sisted by the Bureau of Alcohol, To-
bacco and Firearms (ATF) and the
Union County fire investigation team.

Kevin Manley, a spokesman for the
United States Postal Inspector’s Of-
fice, said that although the fire is not
labeled as suspicious, the cause re-
mains uncertain.

“We are trying to figure out why and
where the fire started. Right now, it is
undetermined,” Mr. Manley said. He
said although containers destroyed in
the fire were labeled as U.S. Mail, they
contained postal records, not mail.

“We are relying on the [Westfield]
fire department and their report to
find out what the cause of the fire
was” and if “human error” was in-

volved, he said.
Cranford Postmaster Wayne

Orshack said Cranford serves as a
backup facility for Westfield in the
case of an emergency, but such mea-
sures were not needed.

“If this was any other type of busi-
ness, I don’t think that this facility
would be open,” Mr. Orshack said.

He called the quick actions of the
Westfield Fire Department, “a good
example of how the postal service
works in conjunction with local emer-
gency services.”

Mr. Orshack said with 56 postal
routes for Westfield and Mountainside,
more than 40 mail delivery trucks had
to be moved “in [a] matter of minutes.”

The Cranford postmaster said
Westfield residents would not experi-
ence any delay in mail delivery ser-
vices as a result of the fire, but their
mail might have a “campfire” odor.
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Westfield Post Office Fire

Westfield
Monday, July 2, Robert Bertoni, 19, of

Westfield was arrested in the 100 block of
Lincoln Road and charged with posses-
sion of less than 50 grams of suspected
marijuana and possession of drug para-
phernalia. He was released with sum-
monses pending a July 18 court date.

Tuesday, July 3, a Scotch Plains resi-
dent reported the theft of a purse at the
Westfield Memorial Pool on North Scotch
Plains Avenue. The purse, valued at $15,
contained a diamond ring valued at $2,500,
along with $23 in cash.

Wednesday, July 4, Jennifer Espinoza,
25, and Dominic Rodriguez, 27, both of
Scotch Plains, were arrested on outstanding
warrants pursuant to a motor vehicle stop on
the 900 block of South Avenue, West.

Espinoza was released after posting
$119 bail on a Roselle Municipal Court
traffic warrant. Rodriguez was held on
the strength of two Egg Harbor Township
criminal warrants with a total bail of
$2,596, pending the posting of bail.

Thursday, July 5, a resident of Park
Ridge reported that his motor vehicle was
damaged during the overnight hours of
July 4 while it was parked on the 800
block of Summit Avenue. The damage
consisted of a broken front passenger-
side window caused by a large rock.

Thursday, July 5, the owner of a business
located on the 400 block of North Avenue,
East, reported the theft of about $250 worth
of scrap metal that had been left outside for
removal. The scrap metal was material re-
moved from repaired motor vehicles.

Thursday, July 5, after being stopped for
a motor vehicle violation, Brian Mills, 47,
of Plainfield was arrested at West Broad
Street and Rahway Avenue on an outstand-
ing traffic warrant from South Plainfield.
He was released after posting $240 bail.

Saturday, July 7, a resident of Upper
Darby, Pa., reported that his motor vehicle
was damaged while it was parked on the
500 block of Trinity Place. The front pas-
senger-side window was smashed and the
passenger-side door was dented, police said.

Saturday, July 7, a resident of the 700
block of Carleton Road reported a bur-
glary at his residence. Police said entry
was gained by removing a pane of glass
from the rear door. A second-floor bed-
room was entered and a computer tower
was removed, police said.

Saturday, July 7, a resident of the 600
block of West Broad Street reported that
his motor vehicle was damaged in while
parked in his driveway. Police said a tire
on the vehicle was punctured with an
unknown device.

Scotch Plains
Tuesday, June 26, a resident of Win-

chester Drive reported that someone
caused damage to several doors of his
house. According to police, the damage is
valued at approximately $500.

Tuesday, June 26, a resident of Shawnee
Path reported that someone stole his un-
locked bicycle valued at $100 from
McGinn Elementary School.

Wednesday, June 27, Joana Garzon-
Mendoza, 19, of North Plainfield was ar-
rested for an outstanding warrant after be-
ing stopped for a motor vehicle violation.

Wednesday, June 27, a manager of a
Lamberts Mill Road business reported that
someone entered the business after hours
but did not take anything or do any damage.

Thursday, June 28, Anthony Clay, 36,
of Irvington was arrested and charged for
distribution of cocaine after being stopped
for a motor vehicle violation. He was also
charged with an outstanding warrant,
police said. According to police, he was
transported to the Union County jail where
he is being held on $100,000 bail.

Friday, June 29, Bernice Schuler, 37,
of East Orange was arrested for an out-
standing warrant after a motor vehicle
stop for a violation. She posted bail and
was released, police said.

Saturday, June 30, Joseph Bethea, 28,
of Plainfield was arrested for an outstand-
ing warrant after a motor vehicle stop for
a violation. He posted bail and was re-
leased, police said.

Saturday, June 30, a resident of Park
Avenue reported that someone withdrew
money from his bank account. The inci-
dent is under investigation, police said.

Fanwood
Tuesday, July 3, Chante M. Rokins, 20,

of Plainfield was arrested on outstanding
Hillside and Bloomfield warrants after a
motor vehicles stop on Terrill Road.

Sunday, July 8, Tyison R. Sargent, 25,
of Plainfield was arrested and charged
with DWI after a motor vehicle stop on
South Avenue. According to police, he
was also charged with an outstanding
warrant out of Plainfield and a Union
County no-bail warrant.

Sunday, July 8, a 13-year-old juvenile
and a 14-year-old juvenile, both from
Fanwood, were arrested and charged with
stealing auto parts from parked vehicles
in the vicinity of Second Street and
Corielle Avenue. According to police,
both juveniles were processed and re-
leased to their parents.

Monday, July 9, Rubin R. Pyatt, 36, of
Orange was arrested on an outstanding
Manchester Township warrant after a
motor vehicle stop on Terrill Road.

Monday, July 9, Solomon Johnson, 37,
of Roselle was arrested on an outstanding
East Orange warrant after a motor vehicle
stop on South Avenue.

Tuesday, July 10, Ghassan Tadros, 44,
of Plainfield was arrested for an outstand-
ing Jersey City warrant after a motor
vehicle stop on LaGrande Avenue.

Mountainside
Friday, July 6, Uver I. Soto, 37, of

Lehigh Acers, FL, was arrested and
charged with driving on the suspended
list. Police initially stopped Soto for dis-
playing an expired inspection sticker.

Thursday, July 5, someone smashed
the side window on a Route 22 muffler
shop. Police said a drawer was removed
but no cash was taken. An address book
and a business card book along with $5 in
cash were reported stolen. The value of
the broken windows was placed at $1,000.

Monday, July 9, A patron at a Route 22
theater reported that someone smashed the
passenger side window of vehicle and re-
moved a laptop computer valued at $1,500,
a cell phone valued at $100, and a Global
Positioning System with a value of $200.
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Frank Masella said the borough col-
lected $10,000 for the sales tax on
3,400 memberships at the
Mountainside Community Pool.

“Basically we are telling people
they will have to write a smaller check
for fees than what our brochure says,”

he said. Mr. Masella said the borough
would also have to change its flyers
and literature to reflect the change.
He said the tax has already been re-
moved on the recreation department’s
software.

Borough residents with family
memberships who paid $272.85 will
see that number drop to $255. Out-of-
town family memberships will drop
from $513.60 to $480.

“So that’s a big savings to them,”
Mr. Masella said.

In addition to pool memberships,
the borough will no longer have to
collect a tax on tennis badges and
fitness room memberships, he said.

“In [the State Legislature’s] mad
frenzy to raise taxes last year, this
item was pushed through without
anyone thinking of the consequences,”
said State Assemblyman Jon
Bramnick of Westfield, a co-sponsor
of the bill, in an e-mail to The Westfield
Leader. “Unfortunately, this can re-
sult in some really bad legislation
that you find out about later when it
takes effect. This is what happened to
the tax on parking permits legisla-
tion, and why it was rescinded at the
end of June this year — it was just a
bad idea from many angles.”

In an e-mail, State Assemblywoman
Linda Stender of Fanwood, a primary
sponsor of the bill, said, “Govern-
ment agencies should be doing ev-
erything in their power to promote
healthy lifestyles.”

She continued, “Imposing a sales
tax on non-for-profit community
groups with small fitness centers like
the JCC here in Scotch Plains only
discourages healthy activities and
will ultimately cost New Jerseyans
more down the road. This legislation
was needed to address this discrep-
ancy, and I am very pleased to see it
passed.”

According to representatives of
local YMCAs contacted by The
Westfield Leader, not-for-profit orga-
nizations with fitness centers, such as
YMCAs, YWCAs and JCCs, will be
included in the sales-tax exemptions.

“The original legislation indicated
that for any not-for-profit youth-serv-
ing agency, the sales tax would not be
imposed; therefore, we were exempt
originally. Since we did not collect
the sales tax in the first place, there is
nothing to refund,” said Karin
Dreixler, executive director of the
Fanwood-Scotch Plains YMCA.

Mark Elsasser, executive director
of the Westfield YMCA, seconded
those comments, saying,  “We weren’t
charging a sales tax to begin with.”

Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr said
she was not sure what impact the
repeal of sales tax would have on the
borough, which does not have a mu-
nicipal pool and has one municipal
parking lot.
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State Repeals Municipal Tax

Mr. Israel said, no municipal taxes have
risen as a result of the renovations.

Edison resident Stewart Weiss,
chairman of the Inman Railroad Com-
mittee, spoke during the public por-
tion of the meeting and encouraged
the town to oppose the construction
of the Lackawanna Cutoff Project, an
abandoned line that ran between Penn-
sylvania and Port Morris.

Mr. Weiss said, “If it’s built, it will
end up in Morristown. There will be
more incentive for the NJDOT (De-
partment of Transportation) to give
them the additional financing to com-
plete the line. What’s wrong with
that? It will affect your citizens.”

He said the line would cross Route
22 at grade level in Union, in addition
to passing through Kenilworth Bou-
levard, Meisel Avenue in Springfield
and North and South Avenues by the
Garden State Parkway.

“Your residents use those roads,
and they will be blocked by this traf-
fic,” he said.

According to Mr. Weiss, he has met
with Scotch Plains Mayor Martin
Marks, who “has indicated that he
will oppose (the line’s construction).”

Mr. Weiss also said the Morristown
& Erie (M&E) Railway, which oper-
ates private trackage at the BayWay
Refinery in Linden, is attempting to
revive freight service between Sum-
mit and Cranford.

Mr. Weiss said this revitalization

would lead to freight carried on the
Raritan Valley line, which operates
currently from High Bridge to New-
ark and passes through Union County,
including Westfield, Garwood,
Fanwood and Cranford.

“The Starship Enterprise and Cap-
tain Kirk are not going to beam the
freight to Cranford,” he said.

Mr. Weiss added that some materi-
als shipped on the line might include
ethanol, hazardous waste, propane
and butane.

“They didn’t even bother to tell the
other towns what’s coming in,” he said.
“Once the line is in, you have no say as
to what material is going to move
through…They are piecemealing you
to death. You’ll be hit with a freight
system that will kill you.”

In a separate matter, the council
introduced a bond ordinance to au-
thorize multi-million dollar improve-
ments to the Memorial Pool Com-
plex.

In the pre-conference session Tues-
day, First Ward Councilman and Fi-
nance Policy Chairman Peter
Echausse told reporters that $3.19-
million – “although a large dollar
amount” – would address the main
area and the kiddie pool.

He said the facility has “operated
as a utility, never receiving tax sup-
port, for 40 years…I believe that trend
will continue. It’s a wonderful asset
and one of the best values in town.”
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Westfield Town Council

MS Residents Complain
About Runoff From Stream

By ALLISON GIBBONS
Specially Written for the Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE – Three borough
residents addressed the borough coun-
cil Tuesday night on erosion and run-
off from a stream that flows behind
their properties on Poplar Avenue.

Ross and Pam Kisciras, of Poplar
Avenue, spoke first.

“We’ve been in the town for 14
years,” Ms. Kisciras said. “The gen-
eral area has declined tremendously.”

The majority of the problems be-
gan when a tree fell over the stream
back in 2003, she said. After it was
not removed, it became overgrown
with vegetation that is now encroach-
ing on her property, she said.

Last summer, a large storm caused
two more trees to fall; one was par-
tially removed, while the other re-
mains propped up against another tree.

The stream and the trees all fell on
the property of Arirang, a Japanese
steakhouse on Route 22, according to
the residents.

As the trees continue to fall, the
area surrounding the trees is begin-
ning to erode, Ms. Kisciras said. She
said mosquitoes are also a problem.

“I do not believe we have the right
to play with trees in the stream,”
Mayor Robert Viglianti said, adding
that Department of Environmental
Protection (DEP) permits are required
from the state in order to work with
streams.

Frances Ehman Bellak, a 50-year
resident of Mountainside now resid-
ing on Poplar Avenue, also spoke at
the meeting about problems with over-
growth and erosion on her property.

“Over the years I have complained
about the stream because the runoff
used to just be a trickle,” she said. “It
becomes a raging river when it comes
down.”

Ehman Bellak said the side of her
property is now so eroded near her
driveway that she cannot go near it.
“It is now a rather sheer drop-off,”
she said.

Mayor Viglianti said he believes
the problems stem from the lack of
maintenance of Mocson Pond. The
stream runs behind the properties and
connects the pond to Echo Lake.

The mayor said if a new and work-
ing release valve were put into the
pond, and if the trash were removed,
the runoff and erosion problems
would probably be greatly eased.

“The price you pay to live next to a
little brook,” Mayor Viglianti said.

Officials told residents to call Ron
Romak in the Department of Public
Works in 10 to 12 days for an update
on the progress with the pond.

Other council business included
approval of authorization to adver-
tise bids for pothole repairs and the
appointments of Brittany Bumpus as
a full-time assistant in the finance
department at a salary of $32,500 and
Karen Bandics as recreation secre-
tary/pool bookkeeper at an annual
salary of $32,000.

The council then went to an execu-
tive session to discuss snow removal
and employee salaries.

Board of Adjustment Faces
Summer Appeals Schedule

By JENNA NIERSTEDT
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – Working through a
loaded agenda for four hours on Mon-
day evening, the board of adjustment
had to carry over eight new appeals to
its next regular meeting on August 13.

The board heard 14 applicants, six
of whom received approval to com-
plete their building projects. Local
residents were not present to contest
any of the cases.

Homeowners on Highland Avenue
received permission to add a two-
story addition to their home, contrary
to the side-yard setback ordinance.
Because the plan will nearly double
the present floor area ratio (FAR),
board attorney Vince Loughlin told
the architect it is his responsibility to
make sure the addition complies with
the FAR ordinance.

The board allowed George Malgeri
of 128 Boynton Court to install an

above-ground pool with an entrance
ramp between the existing deck and
the pool for his son who uses a wheel-
chair. Board member Mark Doherty
expressed concern that the addition
onto the deck would amplify the con-
dition of his “already non-conform-
ing house.” Mr. Malgeri and the board
agreed to place a deed restriction on
the pool and the ramp.

The board approved a variance for
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Gorelick, who
sought to construct a two-story addi-
tion over their garage at 526 Kimball
Turn.

Vanessa and John Schwartz of 812
St. Marks Avenue received permis-
sion to construct a portico, an addi-
tion to their garage and a second-
story addition. Because the house is
set crooked to the property line, the
plan violates the side-yard setback
requirements.

“If the house were set squarely on
the property, this wouldn’t even be an
issue,” said board member Maryalice
Ryan. “There’s nothing they can do
about (the location of the house).”

The board approved additions to
the home of Jeffrey Diehl and Ann
Diver, who reside at 972 Woodmere
Drive. The side-yard setback viola-
tions will be closest to neighboring
driveways.

Karen and Elliot Fried of 375
Wychwood Drive received permis-
sion to construct a roof over their
front portico, contrary to the front-
yard setback ordinance. Board mem-
bers believed the structure would add
architectural interest and improve the
home’s aesthetics.

Vincent Spera of 1010 Boynton
Avenue requested permission to
construct a front porch, contrary to
the front-yard setback and maxi-
mum coverage ordinances. Mr.
Spera, who lives next to Manor Park
Swim Club, said he is placing the
porch in the front of his house be-
cause his backyard is adjacent to
the basketball courts of the swim
club. The board asked Mr. Spera to
return with an architectural draw-
ing of the plan.

town,” Mr. Sluka said. “It will never
be able to house 85 seniors, but 15
that want to play pool or line dance,
yes. Kids can do arts and crafts and
ceramics. We have over 80 of our
Garwood kids playing soccer in other
towns. To have your own team, you
need your own field.”

Mr. Sluka also said the current little
league complex has “problems that
need to be fixed.” He continued, “This
isn’t a ‘take it or leave it.’ Might as
well do it right the first time and not
wait five years down the road and
then say we need a new fieldhouse.”

Longtime resident John Conlin said
it was “encouraging to see so many
people attend a meeting.”

“I know you will consider all nega-
tive and positive inputs and do what’s
best for the community,” he said;
“that’s why you’re elected.”

Some residents rolled their eyes as
resident Bruce Paterson described the
financial impact of the athletic com-
plex. “Taxes are out of control, and
we are setting ourselves with astro-
nomical taxes. We should spend
what’s within the budget and not go
over,” Mr. Paterson said.

Mayor McCarthy closed the hour-
and-a-half session by saying, “For
the sake of the residents that are hot
and that may not want to stay for the
meeting, let’s move forward on the
$2.1 million project and make an
ordinance.”

In other business, Veterans of For-
eign War post 6807 president Dennis
Clark handed out flyers about a blood
drive, which will be on Saturday, July
28, from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. inside the
main room on 221 South Avenue.

“We will hold these four times a
year,” Mr. Clark said, “and there’s no
bigger gift than the gift of life.” There
will also be complimentary choles-
terol screening and free water bottles
for all blood donors.

The next council meeting will be
held on August 14 at 7 p.m.

Kathy Marques for The Westfield Leader
TURF WAR...Garwood resident and planning board member Bill Nierstedt,
standing, addresses the borough council during a discussion of Garwood’s $2.1
million field project. More than 40 residents attended the meeting to discuss the
project, which ultimately passed.


