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Community Band to Hold
Concert July 12 at Park

WESTFIELD – The Westfield Com-
munity Band will continue its 95th
season of summer concerts under the
direction of Dr. Thomas Connors on
Thursday, July 12, at 7:30 p.m.

The performance will take place
on the gazebo in Mindowaskin Park,
located adjacent to the Westfield Mu-
nicipal Building at 425 East Broad
Street in Westfield.  

A highlight of the evening is ex-
pected to be the presentation of “The
High Barbaree: Songs of the Sea” by
Pierre LaPlante. Additional selections
will include Overture from “La
Cambiale di Matrimonio” by
Gioacchino Rossini; “The Blue and the
Gray” by Clare Grundman and music
from The Lion King by Elton John.

The event is free and open to the
public. Audience members are encour-
aged to bring blankets or chairs. In the
event of inclement weather, the con-
cert will be held in Assembly Hall of
The Presbyterian Church in Westfield,
located on the corner of East Broad
Street and Mountain Avenue.

The band will conclude its concert
season on Thursday, July 19. A per-
formance by the Westfield Commu-
nity Swing Band will be held the
following Thursday, July 26. 

The Westfield Community Band is
sponsored by the Westfield Recre-
ation Department. For further infor-
mation, please call (908) 789-4080 or
visit the band’s website at
westfieldcommunityband.com.

Reggae Band ‘Verdict’ Plays
July 11 at Echo Lake Park

MOUNTAINSIDE – The Union
County Summer Arts Festival con-
cert series continues on Wednesday,
July 11 with a performance by the
popular reggae band Verdict. The
Union County Board of Chosen Free-
holders, led by Chairwoman Bette
Jane Kowalski, invites the public to
attend this free
concert, which
begins at 7:30
p.m. in Echo
Lake Park.

The Union
County informa-
tion van will be
at the concert
site, along with
representatives
from the Office
of Consumer Af-
fairs and the Of-
fice of Veterans’
Affairs, to an-
swer questions
and offer infor-
mation about important services avail-
able to Union County residents.

The other free concerts in the Sum-
mer Arts Festival series include Joe
Arminio and the Family on July 18,
De Sol on July 25, Mustang Sally on
August 1, Jo Bonanno and the God-
sons of Soul on August 8, The Sensa-
tional Soul Cruisers on August 15,
The Ed Palermo Big Band with Rob
Paparozzi on August 22 and The Nerds

on August 29.
All Summer Arts Festival concerts

are held on Wednesdays at 7:30 p.m.
at the Springfield Avenue end of
Echo Lake Park in Mountainside.
Lawn chairs, blankets and picnic bas-
kets are encouraged. Refreshments
from the Famous Dave’s Bar-B-Que

concession and
from an ice
cream and snack
vendor will be
available at ap-
p r o x i m a t e l y
6:30 p.m.

In case of rain,
concerts will be
held in the air-
conditioned au-
ditorium at
Cranford High
School, on West
End Place off
Springfield Av-
enue in Cranford
at 7:30 p.m. For

up-to-date concert/rain information
call the Parks and Recreation hot-line
at (908) 352-8410 after 3 p.m. on the
day of the concert or check the Union
County website at ucnj.org after 3
p.m.

For more information about activi-
ties in Union County’s parks, call the
Union County Department of Parks,
Recreation and Facilities at (908) 527-
4900.

New Jersey Symphony Kicks Off
Echo Lake Park Summer Concerts

By VICTORIA McCABE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MOUNTAINSIDE – Beach chairs
and insect repellent are rarely the first
things that come to mind when one
thinks “symphony concert.” But they
were among the key items that hun-
dreds of locals brought to Echo Lake
Park last Wednesday to hear the New
Jersey Symphony Orchestra (NJSO)

kick off the park’s series of summer
concerts.

Tickets – which, unless one is as
absent-minded as this concertgoer,
usually top that list of things to bring
to a symphony performance – were
nowhere to be seen. Summer is a
magical thing, and free outdoor con-
certs are certainly one of the season’s
best perks.

The NJSO couldn’t have picked a
better program for the all-ages crowd.
The first half featured classical pieces
engaging enough to captivate and ex-
cite even the youngest children in the
audience.

“Normally you can’t dance at a
classical music concert,” guest con-
ductor Jeffrey Grogan said before
Strauss’s ever-popular “Blue Danube”
Waltz, bringing up another unique
feature of the evening’s setup. On the
grass just in front of the first-violin
section, a young girl giggled as her
father twirled her in time with the
music.

“I was going to make some refer-
ences about ‘cool and breezy’ over-
tures,” Grogan joked, noting that the
muggy weather wasn’t helping him
out. But the humidity didn’t matter to
this crowd; giveaway paper fans
waved everywhere, and the ice-cream
truck parked just to the right of the
stage got plenty of business.

That pesky weather ended up get-
ting the upper hand, though, as omi-
nous winds and threatening raindrops
forced the NJSO to cut the program
short. The pseudo-finale, selections
from Aaron Copland’s Rodeo, actu-
ally serves well as a concert closer
(everyone knows the “Hoedown”
movement, most recognizable as the
“beef – it’s what’s for dinner” com-
mercial tune).

Unfortunately, the abbreviated pro-
gram meant that the kids and young at
heart were robbed of a chance to hear
film-composer extraordinaire John

Williams’ themes from Harry Potter
and Star Wars, along with selections
from Klaus Bladelt’s Pirates of the
Caribbean score. It was too bad that
the NJSO couldn’t perform the movie-
music set, as it is a rare opportunity to
hear such a fine orchestra play pieces
grounded in popular culture…and
okay fine, this reviewer was really
looking forward to the Pirates tunes.

But the evening was a double begin-
ning of sorts – it marked the first night
of the Union County Summer Arts

OH, THOSE SUMMER NIGHTS...The New Jersey Symphony Orchestra came
to Echo Lake Park in Mountainside last Wednesday, kicking off the park’s
summer season on a hot, humid summer night. Concertgoers flooded the park, but
had to pack up early as rain and winds cut the night short.
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like no other store in Westfield
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221 North Ave East, Westfield 908-654-0444

N e w  Je r s e y P E R F O R M I N G A R T S C E N T E R

New Jersey Performing Arts Center’s 
Summer Musical Program presents a
New Jersey Youth Theatre 
(formerly WYACT)
Production of 

Fall in Love Again with an 
American Musical Masterpiece

Rodgers and Hammerstein’s

Carousel
Music by

RICHARD RODGERS
Book and Lyrics by

OSCAR HAMMERSTEIN II
Based on Ferenc Molnar’s play Liliom
as adapted by Benjamin F. Glazar

Original Dances by Agnes de Mille

July 13–22
Friday, July 13 at 7:00; 
Saturday, July 14 at 7:00 
Sunday, July 15 at 2:00; 
Wednesday, July 18 at 2:00 
Thursday, July 19 at 2:00; 
Friday, July 20 at 7:00
Saturday, July 21 at 2:00 & 7:00; 
Sunday, July 22 at 2:00

Tickets:  Adults $27 • Children $16
(recommended for ages 13 and up)

The 
Westfield 

Foundation

1-888-GO-NJPAC • www.njpac.org

Great Reptiles to Begin
Trailside Summer Series

MOUNTAINSIDE – The Union
County Board of Chosen Freeholders
announced that the Summer Wednes-
day Matinee series will return to
Trailside Nature and Science Center
this summer. Kicking off the series
will be a live animal presentation
given by Bill Boesenberg from
Snakes-n-Scales and Turtle Tales on
Wednesday, July 11, at 1:30 p.m.

Families with children ages four
and older are invited to explore the
strange world of reptiles with Bill
Boesenberg, a recognized expert in
the field of reptile care who aims to
educate people about these misun-
derstood creatures.

Snakes, lizards, turtles and croco-
dilians are the four most common
types of reptiles. The July 11 pro-

gram will provide an in-depth look
into the lives of these scaly creatures
– from the ones that live under your
porch to those from far-off conti-
nents.

Tickets for the matinee will go on
sale 15 minutes before the show. The
fee is $4 per person and the program is
recommended for ages 4 and older. No
infants or babies in strollers are al-
lowed in the auditorium. Call Trailside
for information regarding group rates.

For a complete listing of Trailside’s
Summer Wednesday Matinee Series
and for information on upcoming pro-
grams, call (908) 789-3670 or visit
ucnj.org/trailside

Trailside Nature and Science Cen-
ter is located at 452 New Providence
Road in Mountainside.

Festival, which throughout the sum-
mer will bring a series of performing
artists to Echo Lake Park, and the start
of the NJSO’s annual Summer Parks
Tour, which will take the orchestra to
different parks around the state.

Next Wednesday, reggae band Ver-
dict headlines the Echo Lake Park
concert series, which continues each
Wednesday night through the end of
August. Just make sure you’re a little
smarter than yours truly and remem-
ber that bug spray.

By CHRISTIE STORMS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Ah, there’s nothing quite like the
true movie theater experience: the
lines, the outrageous prices, the UFOs
(Unidentified Filthy Objects) stuck
to your shoe. Yet there’s definitely
something to be said for the amazing
surround sound and picture quality
that accompany the big screen. That
certainly explains the current trend
toward incorporating theater systems
into the comforts (and cleaner rooms)
of home.

According to Howard Cohen, head
designer and sales manager of
Westfield Electronics in Westfield,
you don’t need to be a millionaire to
install such features at your house.

“Even if you have a smaller bud-
get, we can still put together a system
that can blow you away every night,”
Mr. Cohen said.

He also explained that you don’t
need a room specifically designated
as a separate home theater. Compo-
nents can just as easily be incorpo-
rated into your family room or other
living area. Speakers can also be
hidden in walls to avoid occupying
floor space.

Mr. Cohen described the “ulti-
mate” home theater as one complete
with an LCD plasma or projector TV
that has a resolution of 1080P (Pro-
gressive Scan).

“Right now, all cable and satellite
TV is not made to be broadcast in
1080P and probably won’t be for 10
years,” he said. “However, the new
Blu-Ray DVD players do broadcast
in 1080P, so you could still enjoy the
benefits of it. They also recommend
sitting seven feet from the set to
really get the full effect.”

Another integral part of the home
theater configuration is quality sur-
round-sound receivers.

“You want to get ones that have
HDMI (High Definition Multimedia
Interface) switching,” Mr. Cohen
said. “That’s the way 1080P broad-
casts are transmitted.”

He explained that the newer 7.1
channel receivers are placed in the
front of the room in the center, left
and right as well as two pair s placed
in the rear. One pair is put on either
the sides or above the seating area,
and the other set on the back wall.

Mr. Cohen recommended “high-
end” top-of-the-line speakers, such
as those by Martin Logan, Revel,
and Mark Levinson. These can cost
$2,000 to $3,000 a pair.

For a “middle-of-the road” bud-
get, he cited such reliable brands as
Pinnacle, KEF and Paradigm, which
are half the cost.

The one item that Mr. Cohen
stressed should be integrated into
every home theater, no matter what
the budget, is the universal remote
control. These can cost anywhere
from $300 for basic functions to a
few thousand for those that have
additional capabilities to control your
heat or air-conditioning, gas fire-
place, automatic window shades, etc.

All of these functions can be ac-
cessed with a touch of a button.

“The whole key to enjoying this
stuff is being able to walk up to it and
not be scared out of your mind to
deal with it all,” Mr. Cohen said.
“With a universal remote, it doesn’t
matter if you know how it all
works…it’s still going to take you
there.”

He recommended beginning the
project with a basic plan and budget
in mind. He said an installer addi-
tionally needs to know the dimen-
sions of the room, whether you want
the system limited to that single room
or integrated throughout the whole
house, and if the area is being up-
dated, at what stage it’s in the pro-
cess.

Mr. Cohen recommended testing
the different products available to
see which you like best as opposed
to selecting components based on
reviews or advice.

“It’s like how if everyone’s saying
they like Vinnie’s pizza, but you like
the sauce on Sal’s, then you better
get Sal’s,” he said.

And just think, when the project is
completed, you can enjoy all the
benefits of a movie theater without
that annoying moviegoer right be-
hind you and those sticky UFO’s on
your floor. Plus, you won’t get in
trouble for sneaking in food not
bought at the concession stand.

Do you have a home or garden
question or topic you’d like to see
covered in this column? Send your
inquiries to cstorms@goleader.com.

WHAT’S THE BEEF...As raindrops fell towards the pseudo-finale of the night,
the NJSO treated the audience to selections of Copland’s Rodeo, recognizable in
the commercial “beef – it’s what’s for dinner.”
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TURKISH DELIGHT…“Turkish Delight” is one of 15 works of art exhibited at
the Freeholders’ Gallery in the Union County Administration Building in Eliza-
beth through July 23. Jim Lowney’s photograph earned a second place award in
the professional category at the sixth annual “National Arts Program Exhibit and
Contest” for Union County employees and their relatives.

UC Employee Artists
Show Work at Gallery
ELIZABETH — The artwork of

Union County employees and their
relatives is on display through July 23
in the Freeholders’ Gallery, located
on the sixth floor of the Union County
Administration Building,
Elizabethtown Plaza at Rahway Av-
enue, in downtown Elizabeth. The
gallery is open from 8:30 a.m. to 5
p.m. weekdays.

The art display presents selected
work from the recent sixth annual
“National Arts Program Exhibit and
Contest for Union County Employ-
ees and Their Relatives.” The exhibit
and contest is a result of a partnership
with the National Arts Program Foun-
dation, which provides prize money
and support to display the work of
talented artists.

Local artists whose works are on
display include Millie Marinaro (third
place, intermediate)  and Emily Gluck
(second place, youth 12 to 18) of
Scotch Plains, and Mary Paynter (first
place, professional) and Cali Skrnich
(third place, amateur) of Westfield.

Additional support for this event
was provided by grants from the New
Jersey State Council on the Arts, De-
partment of State, a partner agency of
the National Endowment for the Arts.

For more information, contact the
Union County Office of Cultural and
Heritage Affairs, 633 Pearl Street,
Elizabeth, or call (908) 558-2550.

Theaters Coming
To a Home Near You
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