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Fanwood Republican Club
Invites Public to Parenti Talk

Mr. Tony Parenti, the recently re-
tired director of the John Stamler
Police Academy of Union County,

will address the Fanwood Republi-
can Club on “A Day in the Life of a
Police Recruit” on July 9 at 7:30 p.m.
in the lower level of the Provident
Bank at 206 South Ave. in Fanwood.

Recruits undergo a rigorous six-
month training period that will pre-
pare them to serve as patrolmen upon
graduation.

Mr. Parenti was born in Plainfield,
and he has been a resident of Fanwood
for 50 years. He rose through the
ranks to become the Chief of Police
in Fanwood in 1975; he retired in
1997 to assume the directorship of
the John Stamler Police Academy.

In 1974, he founded the New Jer-
sey Police Traffic Officers Associa-
tion and served as its president for 31
years. In 1989, he was elected presi-
dent of the New Jersey Police Chiefs
Association. For more than 20 years
he has authored a weekly article called
“Drive Time” in The Courier News.

 There will be a question and an-
swer period covering policing in gen-
eral. Refreshments will be served.

S.I. Cargo Unloading Linked
To NJ and Nation’s Rail

STATEN ISLAND — Last Thurs-
day, for the first time, cargo contain-
ers were transported off the Howland
Hook Marine Terminal on Staten Is-
land by rail, launching its ship-to-rail
cargo transfer facility.

The containers were unloaded from
the Hapag Lloyd vessel Adrian and
placed on rail cars destined for Cleve-
land and Columbus, Ohio, Detroit
and Chicago. The ship-to-rail termi-
nal has the capacity to handle up to
100,000 containers per year.

Authorities say the reactivation of
the Staten Island Railroad and the
opening of Howland Hook’s
ExpressRail Staten Island facility will
result in 330 permanent jobs in the
region and the removal of up to
100,000 trucks a year from the
Goethals Bridge and state and local
roads.

The $26 million ExpressRail Staten
Island facility was built on a 39-acre
parcel on the former Procter and
Gamble site, which was purchased
by the Port Authority in December
2000.

Port Authority Chairman Anthony
Coscia said, “Introducing rail service
at our port terminals is a critical part
of our strategy for handling the con-
tinuous increases in cargo entering
our port in a way that is both eco-
nomically productive and environ-
mentally responsible. Our $530 mil-
lion portwide investment in on-dock
rail will help us to meet the chal-

lenges of cargo growth while remain-
ing good environmental stewards for
years to come.”

Port Authority Director Anthony
Shorris said, “Adding rail cargo ca-
pacity to Howland Hook allows us to
square a circle – growing our port
while helping the environment. In the
nation’s most densely populated ur-
ban area, getting 100,000 trucks a year
off the road is very good news, espe-
cially when we can contribute more
than $200 million per year to the
region’s economy at the same time.”

New York City Economic Devel-
opment Corporation (EDC) President
Robert Lieber said, “This important
rail freight system will play a key role
in the successful implementation of
Mayor Bloomberg’s PLANYC 2030
sustainability program. EDC is
pleased to have played an integral
part in making the rail service a real-
ity by reactivating the Staten Island
Railroad and the rehabilitating the
Arthur Kill Lift Bridge.”

WASHINGTON, D.C. – Sen. Frank
Lautenberg (D-NJ) and Rep. Frank
Pallone, Jr. (D-NJ) announced last
week that the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA) would re-
sume and improve a 30-year offshore
water-sampling program.

After learning the EPA had discon-
tinued the program in May, Mr.
Lautenberg and Mr. Pallone asked
EPA Region 2 Administrator Alan
Steinberg to reinstate the program.
The administrator agreed to a new,
more comprehensive testing program.

Mr. Lautenberg said. “New Jersey’s
coastal waters are vital to the eco-
nomic and environmental health of
our state. By working with advocates,
the EPA and local communities, we

were able to ensure that this impor-
tant sampling continues and that the
health of our ocean remains a top
priority.”

For 30 years, the EPA has been
sampling the ocean waters for dis-
solved oxygen and nutrient levels as
a way to test water quality and see if
the water is polluted. The water-sam-
pling program will resume in July
with vessels that are equipped to col-
lect data on ocean water and marine
life. On-board laboratories allow sci-
entists to process, analyze and store
samples.

The lawmakers noted that the EPA
has made a long-term commitment to
this monitoring program and reduc-
ing pollution sources.

USAF Major McGlynn
Recently Promoted

COUNTRY — Westfield resident
Sam McGlynn, a 1993 WHS gradu-
ate, has been promoted to the rank of
major in the United States Air Force.
Sam is a graduate of Texas A&M, was
a member of the Corps of Cadets and
earned a B.A. degree in business and
a masters in Computer Science. He
was also an eagle scout in Troup 79 in
Westfield.

Major McGlynn has returned from
several tours to the Middle East, in-
cluding duty in Iraq, Qatar and Af-
ghanistan. He has been awarded the
Air Force Commendation Medal with
two oak leaf clusters for his service.
The Major is now serving as a com-
munications officer in the USAF
Communications Command in Tinker
AFB, Oklahoma.

EPA to Resume Offshore
Water Sampling Program

CAPITOL HILL…Rep. Mike Ferguson (R-7) receives a visit from the Vilarino
family of Scotch Plains last week in his Capitol Hill office. Manny and Katherine
Vilarino and their children, Michael, 13, Jessica, 9 and Christine, 7, toured the
U.S. Capitol as part of their summer vacation.

Third Party Candidate
Criticizes Pay Raise

COUNTRY – Third party presi-
dential candidate Dan Gilbert,
wethepeopleforpresident.com, noted
that last week the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives voted themselves a
pay raise. While the media focused
on the failed immigration bill, the
U.S. House of Representatives qui-
etly voted to automatically increase
their $165,200 a year salary by $4,400.

He said, “While most private sec-
tor industries, such as food, medical,
manufacturing, service, etc. would
more than likely not only fire em-
ployees with a 14 percent approval
rating, they would not award pay
raises to such poor performing em-
ployees.

“Apparently unbeknownst to
American politicians, the Congress
of the United States works for we the
people. Members of Congress are
elected to serve the interests of those
they represent. This is no longer the
case. Instead of serving our nation,
they serve themselves with the self-
aggrandizement of career politicians
who are unwilling or unable to set
aside personal gain for the greater
good.”

Senators Seek Funds for
Millions in Spending
WASHINGTON, D.C. – New Jer-

sey U.S. Senators Frank Lautenberg,
a member of the Senate Appropria-
tions Committee, and Robert
Menendez have announced that the
panel has approved legislation that
would give New Jersey millions of
dollars in federal funding for hospi-
tals, schools, community centers and
open space. The legislation will head
to the floor for consideration by the
full Senate.

Locally, the measure earmarks
$300,000 for the Union County Acad-
emy for Allied Health Sciences in
Scotch Plains and $300,000 for the
Pediatric Center at  Children’s Spe-
cialized Hospital in Mountainside and
$200,000 for the Comprehensive Can-
cer Center Project at Trinitas Hospi-
tal in Elizabeth.

Asm. Merkt Says Gov. Needs
To Stop the Double Talk

TRENTON — Assemblyman Ri-
chard Merkt said Monday that Gov-
ernor Jon Corzine needs to stop the
double-talk and come clean on the
public offering with a detailed expla-
nation of what he means by asset
“monetization,” and how exactly that
differs from a sale or long-term lease
akin to a sale.

“The administration has been
studying this issue for months and
they [Democrat legislators] have put
language into the budget for this plan,
so I think the Governor knows what
he has in mind,” said Asm. Merkt, R-
Morris. “It is time for him to put his
cards on the table and explain to the
public exactly what he means by
“monetization.”

Last week Governor Corzine in-
sisted he is not planning to “sell”
New Jersey’s toll roads, but he re-
fuses to explain the details of what he
is planning to do with these state
assets. The Governor released a list
of core principles to guide his “asset
monetization” plan, but not the plan
itself.

Mr. Merkt noted that the Corzine
administration put the word “sale”

into the budget language in its own
budget proposal, and it was disin-
genuous for them to veto out just the
word “sale,” now that they see the
immense public opposition to the
plan.

“The public will not be fooled by
the vocabulary games being played
by the Governor,” Asm. Merkt said.
“It is ludicrous to suggest that private
investors will hand over billions of
dollars to the state and get nothing in
return. The suggestion that there is
free money out there if we do this is
balderdash. If we’re getting this
money, we are giving up something
in return.”

Assemblyman Merkt said that he
stands ready to revise his opinion if
the Governor places all the details of
the proposal on the table, and can
credibly explain how monetization
differs from a sale or long-term lease.
Until then, he added, legislators and
the public have every right to be sus-
picious.

County Continues Tree
Planting Grant Program

ELIZABETH – The Union County
Freeholders announced Monday that
it is facilitating the purchase of 419
trees through $92,500 in matching
Open Space Trust Funds for munici-
palities as part of its “Greening Union
County” initiative.

The grant program matches mu-
nicipalities tree-for-tree for those
purchased through the county. Twelve
municipalities are participating and
have purchased 420 trees from the
county, bringing the total to be planted
to 840 trees.

Berkeley Heights, Cranford, Eliza-
beth, Fanwood, Garwood, Hillside,
Kenilworth, New Providence,
Plainfield, Rahway, Summit and
Union are participating in the tree
planting program.

“Trees have an incredible benefit
to our communities that stretches well
beyond their benefit to the environ-
ment,” said Freeholder Dan Sullivan,
the chairman of the county’s Open
Space Trust Fund.

The program includes installation
by forestry professionals with a one-
year maintenance guarantee. The trees
are expected to be planted by the
municipalities in the fall.

Since 2004, the program has en-
compassed 4,265 trees and $473,691
in matching funds.

In 2000, voters approved a county
a tax increase of 1.5 cents per $100 of
total equalized real property valua-
tion for a period of 20 years. It pro-
vides funds to protect open space,
improve parks and recreational fa-
cilities and preserve the county’s his-
toric treasures.

PROMOTED TO MAJOR...Still bearing his Captain’s bars while in Iraq,
Samuel McGlynn, a 1993 Westfield High School graduate, was promoted recently
to the rank of Major and has been transferred to duty in Oklahoma with the U.S.
Air Force.


