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Victoria McCabe for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
SOUNDS OF SUMMER...The New Jersey Symphony Orchestra performs a free
outdoor concert in Echo Lake Park last Wednesday night. The performance,
which featured a mix of classical and American music, was the first in a series of
concerts that the county park will host this summer. See story on page 20 and view
photos at timesnj.com/photos.

Lawyer Ponders Round Two
Versus Corzine on Grants

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

CRANFORD – Last year, Cranford
resident and attorney David Robinson
sued Governor Jon Corzine, claiming
that the state’s budget contained mil-
lions of dollars in so-called “Christ-
mas Tree” grants, 90 percent of which
benefited Democratic legislators. This
year, Mr. Robinson is once again con-
sidering litigation against the gover-
nor following the signing of this year’s
$33.5 billion budget.

“[There were] definitely a few
changes (in this year’s grants) as far
as transparency is concerned. But I
still don’t think it passes constitu-
tional muster,” he said during a phone
interview Thursday morning prior to
the governor’s signing of the budget.
“Again we have line-item appropria-
tions for specific entities, corpora-
tions, municipalities.”

He said his argument is based on
the system of how the state awards
grants.

“They continue to violate the con-
stitutional prohibition on special leg-
islation. So that’s the main problem
with what’s being done,” he said.
“The last lawsuit was based on a
separation of powers argument and
that the executive branch has to ad-
minister the funds. The legislative
branch is responsible for appropriat-
ing the funds. What was happening
before is that the legislature was get-
ting in and not only appropriating but
also administering the funds — in
other words, directing where the
money was going.”

Mr. Robinson, who was elected as
a Republican to the Cranford Town-
ship Committee last November, said,
“There are scores of other groups that
are being excluded from the process,
and that’s why the constitutional pro-
hibition on special legislation came
about. That you can’t favor a select
few to the exclusion of the rest.”

He said he supports a “broad ap-
propriation for an identified purpose.”

“Let there be public notice, an ap-
plication process, merit-based review
and then the funds granted pursuant
to that process,” he said.

While Mr. Robinson is not opposed
to funding the many organizations
included in the budget, he said the
current system is a “patronage” or
“pork” system.

Prior to 2005, when he first regis-
tered as a Republican, Mr. Robinson
said he was an independent “because
I was equally frustrated with the Re-
publicans.”

He said he was opposed to the
administration of Governor Christine
Whitman borrowing funds “without
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SP-F Board of Education
Wraps Up for Summer

By JESSICA E. JASKULA
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch-
Plains Fanwood Board of Education
met Thursday for its last public meet-
ing before a summer recess.

Regular business matters included
the approval of participation in the
IDEA 2004 data collection survey,
which is required by the State De-
partment of Education and reflects

accommodations available for stu-
dents with disabilities in district
schools, and the approval of extended
summer placements, which gives spe-
cial education students placement to
continue their studies during the sum-
mer months.

Members adopted a resolution to
include Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School in the New Jersey State Inter-
scholastic Athletic Association,
NJSIAA, at the amount of $1,500 for
the 2007-2008 school year, an in-
crease from last year’s $850.

They also approved a resolution to
award contracts to 13 vendors for
athletic supplies and equipment in
the combined amount of $55,058.15.

The board renewed a contract for
the Facilities Management Program
with Energy for America and  ap-
proved a two-month extension of the
Natural Gas Contract with Woodruff
Energy.

Members of the public who spoke
during the meeting included Karen
Kulikowski, outgoing PTA president
at Park Middle School, who com-
mended Margaret Hayes for her work
as superintendent, and Tricia Camp,
supervisor of science at SPFHS, who
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Local Cable Channels at Center of
Comcast-Verizon Service Dispute

By KELSI BROWNING
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

AREA – Local customers of the
new Verizon FiOS (fiber-optic) ser-
vice may have realized their pack-
ages do not include local access chan-
nels such as Westfield’s TV-36 and
Scotch Plains’s TV-34. The loss of
local channels is the result of a dis-
pute between Comcast, the local fran-
chisee, and Verizon, which is now
offering cable service.

Last week, local state Assembly-
man Jon Bramnick (LD-21,
Westfield) asked the state’s Board of
Public Utilities (BPU), which regu-
lates the cable business, to look into
the dispute.

As a result of bill number S-192/
A-804, passed nearly six months

ago in the New Jersey State Legis-
lature to allow for competition with
cable providers, Verizon and other
companies have developed alternate
cable services. However, Verizon
customers currently do not have
access to local cable channels.

“As I understood the bill when we
voted, it allowed for other compa-
nies like Verizon to gain access to
these local channels to encourage
competition,” Mr. Bramnick told The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times. “It’s
really a question of safety and prac-
ticality; people should be able to
know about school closings and other
updates.”

In a press release put out last Thurs-
day, Mr. Bramnick said Verizon Sub-
scribers are “shocked that after chang-

ing to a new provider they are not
receiving their local access channels.
Furthermore, they have received no
information as to when they will re-
ceive these channels.”

Fred DeAndrea, Comcast’s New
Jersey spokesman, said, “Verizon is
operating under the misconception
that they need access into Comcast’s
facilities to provide the local access
channels.”

Comcast officials said the afore-
mentioned state statute voted on by
the New Jersey State Legislature re-
quires Verizon to offer Public Educa-
tion and Government channels
(PEGs), to its customers. Because the
content of these channels originates
from the municipality, Comcast said
it should not be involved in negotia-
tions.

However, Verizon spokesman Rich
Young said, “The Statewide Fran-
chise Law clearly states that we must
provide PEG channels to our cus-
tomers. However, it also states that
we must create an interconnection
agreement with the local provider.
We’ve made many attempts, but
Comcast will not cooperate. This
needs to happen as soon as pos-
sible.”

Mark Nevins, a spokesperson for
the New Jersey Cable Telecommuni-
cations Association, said in response,
“Verizon lacks credibility. From the
beginning, they have been dragging
their feet with providing PEGs be-
cause it costs them money. Comcast
has made several other interconnec-
tion agreements in the past. This is
just Verizon irresponsibly blaming
Comcast.”

Horace Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
HEALTHY EATING...Residents take advantage of beautiful weather and gather fresh vegetables last Saturday at the
Farmer’s Market in Scotch Plains. The market is held each Saturday throughout the summer in the parking lot next to the
municipal building on Park Avenue.

Horace Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
OUT ON A LIMB...Tree trimmers are busy pruning limbs with the assistance of
an adjacent crane last Saturday on South Avenue in Fanwood. The workers
carefully maneuver away from the maze of power and communication wiring.

CSH Patients Enjoy Evening
Fun Outside of Hospital

By ABBY RYAN
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – Remote-con-
trolled racecars zoomed around an
obstacle course. Children played
shuffleboard and enjoyed themselves
on a putting green. A magician per-
formed to smiling faces. It seemed
like normal backyard fun, but in re-
ality, this party was much more than
that.

On Wednesday, June 27, seven pa-
tients from the Children’s Special-
ized Hospital (CSH) got the opportu-
nity to get out of the hospital and have
a good time.

Hosted by Westfield resident Keith
Hertell, CSH and the Jaycees of
Westfield organized the event. Allstate
Insurance’s Ron Bansky and Associ-
ates provided sponsorship, with do-
nations from KB Toys.

“The Jaycees help out with this
event because we aim to help the
youth in the community,” said Larry
Showfety, Jaycees president. “It’s a
small thing that we can do to put a
smile on these kids’ faces and show
them how much the community cares
about them.”

The children who attended are part
of a program designed to get them re-
accustomed to society and help them
get used to everyday life outside of
the hospital. Trisha Yurochko, mar-
keting coordinator at CSH, stressed
the importance of getting re-accli-
mated to the community, along with
the excitement the kids get from this
experience.

“They had a wonderful time,” Ms.
Yurochko said. “It is a great experi-
ence to have fun outside the hospital
and take pleasure in a normal situa-
tion. Being outside the walls of the

hospital is a very important part of the
rehabilitation process.”

The outdoor event not only pro-
vided the children with a party expe-
rience, but also a chance to spend
time with their families in a casual
environment.

“The families tell us how much it
means for their child to get out of
the hospital and see the support
from the community,” Mr. Showfety
said.

The party entertainment featured a
magician arranged by Larry Darrow,

By JILLIAN HERNANDEZ
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

AREA – The Union County Board
of Chosen Freeholders and the town-
ship of Berkeley Heights have op-
posed an interchange project by the
state Department of Transportation
(DOT) on Route 78 at Diamond Hill

Road. Scotch Plains officials support
the project.

However, on June 21, the freehold-
ers, in support of Berkeley Heights,
unanimously voted in favor of a reso-
lution that cited “certain traffic
problems…specifically illegal U-
turns” as problems that the project
“[failed] to address.”

The DOT plans to construct two
“missing moves,” one from Route 78
West to South Diamond Hill Road
and one from North Diamond Hill
Road to Route 78 West, said DOT
spokeswoman Erin Phalon.

Mayor Martin Marks of Scotch
Plains told The Times he “generally
favors the project.” He said establish-

ing an interchange would give resi-
dents another means of getting to
Scotch Plains, as they would have a
choice between exits 43 or 41.

“It is a terribly congested area,”
Mayor Marks said. “(The project)
won’t necessarily ease traffic, but it
will give Scotch Plains residents an
alternative and hopefully spread the
traffic out.”

The new roadway would take some
stress off of Bonnie Burn Road and
move it to Diamond Hill Road, Mayor
Marks said. “No matter how you slice
it, nothing will completely eliminate
the traffic,” he added.

Berkeley Heights officials have

Town, State Health Officials
Look Into WF Drowning

By BETH BUDNICK
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD — Westfield and
state health officials as well as the
Westfield Police Department, are con-
tinuing their investigation into the
June 21 drowning of a 6-year-old  at
the Manor Park Swim Club (MPSC).

Since the death of David Konig, of
Brooklyn, the Westfield Regional Board
of Health Department, in conjunction
with the Public Health, Sanitation and
Safety Program Division of the New
Jersey Department of Health and Spe-
cial Services, has been investigating
the pool’s procedures, officials told
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times.

However, the police investigation
is on hold while officials await the
autopsy report, Westfield Police Cap-
tain Cliff Auchter said.

According to Kenneth Pincus, prin-
cipal registered environmental health
specialist for the Westfield Regional
Health Department, “We’re still work-
ing on our paperwork.” The state con-
firmed receiving a report on July 2.

Despite the continuing investigation,
Mr. Pincus said when the pool reopened
that it was “okay to be open.” He con-
tinued, “At this point, (MPSC)  is under
normal state code from the state.”

MPSC member and Westfield resi-
dent Heather Linken said she had
seen several changes at the pool fol-
lowing the drowning.

“I noticed that an officer or investi-
gator had been there, and the pool
was looking into buying an AED (Au-
tomatic External Defibrillator) be-
cause there wasn’t one there at the
time,” she said.

“The incident was a shock to every-
one,” Ms. Linken said. But, she re-
called, “During the incident, commu-
nity members really stepped up to
help. But obviously we, and I mean
everyone, were unprepared. I’m hop-
ing now we have higher standards.”

Dennis Reinhard, manager of
Nomahegan Swim Club, a private
swim club in Westfield, explained the
effects of the drowning beyond MPSC.

Mr. Reinhard said that a lot of the
guards at Nomahegan Swim Club,
along with many other area pools, are
young and need to learn from  the
Manor Park incident the importance
of their positions.

“Since the Manor Park incident,
we’ve placed added attention on test-
ing our skills,” he said.
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Karen Clarkson for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
PARTY IN THE PARK...Fanwood kicked off its free summer movie series with
a special event in LaGrande Park last Tuesday evening. Attendees saw a classic
car show and enjoyed a moonwalk, pony rides and other activities. Above, a child
gets his face painted; below, a classic car arrives at the park. The movie series will
continue on Tuesday nights throughout the summer.


