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Scholarship Foundation
Announces New Awards

SCOTCH PLAINS –The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Scholarship Foun-
dation announced that scholarship
booklets and applications are now
available for all Scotch Plains and
Fanwood residents who will be
graduating from high school in 2007
or who will be undergraduate stu-
dents in college during the 2007-
2008 academic year.

The booklets and applications are
available to be picked up from the
counseling services office at Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School (SPF-
HS). In accordance with the instruc-
tions to be found in the booklet, by
March 1 the Foundation President
Ellie Kramps must receive all appli-
cations.

Many of the scholarships are not
based on financial need, but are avail-
able to students who demonstrate
high moral character, have a strong
desire to succeed academically, and
who are motivated by self help.

Applicants should follow the in-
structions presented in the scholar-
ship booklet and submit their appli-
cation as well as accompanying ma-
terials by the requested deadline and
to the address as indicated. Any ques-
tions may be directed to the presi-
dent of the foundation, at (908) 322-
2337.

Beginning with the 2007-2008
academic year, three new scholar-
ships have been established, and they
will be administered by the founda-
tion.

To honor the memory of Deborah
Ann Mains following her death in
August 2006, her family has estab-
lished two $2,500 scholarships. They
are to be awarded to two applicants
with financial need who are graduat-
ing seniors from SPFHS and who
have a strong scholastic record, who
are involved in extra curricular ac-
tivities and who have a love of life
with compassion and empathy for
people.

The William and Ruth Linge schol-
arships will be given for the first
time in 2007 through a gift to the
Scholarship Foundation from the
estate of Ruth Linge who was a resi-

dent of Scotch Plains for 39 years
and who died in December 2004.

The plan is to award two $3,000
scholarships each year to a male and
a female applicant who are graduat-
ing from SPFHS and who excel in
the study of foreign languages.

The PTA Council of Scotch Plains
and Fanwood has increased the value
of their two Manya Unger Scholar-
ships from $750 to $1,000 each, and,
in addition, they have established a
$1,000 scholarship honoring former
superintendent of schools, Carol
Choye.

SPFHS PTA, Terrill Middle School
PTA, School One PTA, Coles PTA
and McGinn PTA have all increased
their awards to $1,000. In addition,
Coles will now present two $1,000
scholarships.

The Ralph Sorrentino Wrestling
Scholarship, which will be given to
a graduating senior from Scotch
Plains or Fanwood who is currently
a varsity wrestler has been increased
from $500 to $1,000.

At the present time, the SPF Schol-
arship Foundation manage scholar-
ships from 24 established funds and
from 20 individuals and organiza-
tions, which give them money on an
annual basis. As of this time, the
total planned to be awarded by the
foundation for the 2007-2008 aca-
demic year will be $128,850.

If any members of the community
would like to contribute to the Dol-
lars for Students Fund, they may do
so by sending their gift to the SPF
Scholarship Foundation, P.O. Box
123, Fanwood, 07023.

Westfield Rotary Club
Hears of District Visits

WESTFIELD – Rotary District
7510 Governor Michael Hart recently
capped his series of official visits to
44 clubs that comprise the Central
New Jersey district. He discussed his
visits at a meeting of the Westfield
Rotary Club. Several Rotary digni-
taries and former governors includ-
ing David Linett, a former Director of
the Rotary International Board, at-
tended the meeting.

Westfield is Mr. Hart’s home club
of which he has held every leadership
position including past president. His
parents, David and Marilyn Hart, and
his sister, Alison Brafman, who is
also a Rotarian, were on hand to cel-
ebrate the milestone event.

In his remarks, Mr. Hart charged
the members of the club to “lead the
way” in resolving challenges to the
quality of life in Westfield and the
wider community.

The Westfield club will host the
annual District 7510 educational con-
ference to be held in Baltimore dur-
ing the last weekend in April.

This year the Westfield club
awarded $92,000 in college scholar-
ships to local residents and provided
17 humanitarian organizations with
grants. On the International level,
Westfield club provides funding for
programs to rescue youths from ex-
ploitation in sex trafficking in South-
east Asia and for purchasing home
water filters for emerging nations.

Rotary is an international organi-
zation of business and professional
persons united worldwide who pro-
vide to provide humanitarian service,
encourage high ethical standards in
all vocations and help build peace
and goodwill in the world.

For more information, e-mail Nancy
Jackson at nnjackson@verizon.net.

Mayor Skibitsky Proclaims
Catholic Schools Week

WESTFIELD – Westfield Mayor
Andrew Skibitsky met with students
of Holy Trinity Interparochial School
and signed a proclamation honoring
Catholic Schools Week.

Noting Holy Trinity is now in its
91st year, the proclamation reads,
“The school and its students are a
source of value, pleasure, and pride”
to Westfield. Plans are underway at
Holy Trinity Interparochial School to
celebrate Catholic Schools Week from
January 28 through February 2.

Dorothy Szot, principal, announced
that the weeklong celebration would
begin with Masses celebrated at the
three co-sponsoring parishes.

Our Lady of Lourdes in
Mountainside will hold their School
Mass at 9:30 a.m., on Sunday, Janu-
ary 28, followed by an open house
and registration for pre-k and kinder-
garten at the Mountainside Campus
located at 304 Central Avenue.

St. Helen’s School Mass will be
held at 9:15 a.m. and Holy Trinity’s
School Mass will be celebrated at
noon, followed by an open house and
registration for grades 1 through 8 at
the Westfield campus at 336 First
Street. Students from the school will
be participating in the masses.

Parents may also obtain more in-
formation about enrolling their chil-
dren for the 2007-2008 school year
by calling (908) 233-0484 for grades
1 through 8, and (908) 233-1899 for
children in pre-k (2 ½) through kin-
dergarten.

Parent classroom visitations will
be available from 9 to 11 a.m. on
Tuesday, January 30, at the Westfield
campus. Parent classroom visitations
will be available at the Mountainside
campus on Wednesday, January 31,
from 9:15 to 11:15 a.m. for pre-k 3
and 4 p.m. classes and kindergarten.
For pre-k 3 and 4 p.m. classes, the
visitations will be from 12:15 to 2:15
p.m.

There are many events planned for
both the students and teachers the

entire week, including special break-
fasts, pizza parties, pep rallies, school
volleyball and movie time.

At the conclusion of the week, the
teachers will celebrate with a special
luncheon, and the students will enjoy
a private afternoon skating party at
U.S. Skates in Woodbridge.

“Catholic Schools Week offers an
opportunity to celebrate the good-
ness of Holy Trinity Interparochial
School and to recognize all who con-
tribute to the success of this fine
school,” Ms. Szot said.

WEEKLONG CELEBRATION…Westfield Mayor Andrew Skibitsky meets
with students of Holy Trinity Interparochial School in Westfield and signs a
proclamation honoring Catholic Schools Week.
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Freshman Says: ‘Stress
Sufferers –You’re Not Alone’

By ALEXA ZEPKA
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

January, January, January – what a
burdensome month.

Holiday break has tearfully come
to its end, people are no longer being
endowed with never-ending clusters
of presents (unless it is their birthday)
and we are all diving back into our
hectic, frenzied ways of life, sighing
helplessly as a well-deserved period
of heavenly relaxation is surpassed
by the word ‘work.’

This term, which may have seen
foreign to all during the last few weeks
of December, sums up the month it
follows – a time for fighting the urge
to smack the snooze button at 6 a.m.,
getting back into the swing of things,
and for my fellow Westfield High
School (WHS) students – midterms!

Awaking from the warmth and com-
fort of a cozy pile of flannel bed
sheets can be one of the most difficult
tasks for the average teenager, who,
by Saturday, is usually deathly tired
after a strenuous week of being im-
mersed within a sea of endless as-
signments.

However, each individual conjures
up their own distinctive strategy
(whether it is crawling into bed by
9:30 at night or saving studying for
fifth period the next day) as to how to
scurry through the doors of WHS
before the clock strikes 7:30 a.m.

Eventually, we all find a way to
engulf our first period classes, a bit
groggily and half-asleep, until our
teacher utters the sentence that en-
graves itself as a permanent scar on
our minds: “Don’t forget that mid-
term week is coming up; make sure
you’re studying hard every night. It’s
the only way you’ll do well.”

True. If one does not study for five
exams, each of which revolves around
an academic subject reflecting on the
material that has been saturating our
brains since September, how can they
possibly succeed (unless they have
photographic memories)?

Studying is, by far, one of the most
vital necessities in gaining a pro-
found understanding of particular
concepts, and it is tolerable when
required in one (or two at the most)
subjects. So, how should we, as stu-
dents of Westfield High School, go
about attempting to obtain informa-
tion in five of them without stressing
ourselves to no end?

The answer, my friends, is unfortu-
nate: there is no way.

The other day, I plopped myself
down on the couch with my laptop,

Biology textbook, binder and moun-
tainous pile of notes, and zoned in on
the material until my eyes nearly
dropped out of their sockets.

Over the course of that time while
I was frantically praying that all of
this information would soak into my
brain, the fear of not having enough
time to study for the other four sub-
jects painfully haunted my mind.

For myself, and other WHS stu-
dents I am sure, the undying fear of
failing the midterms and bizarre night-
mares about never being able to gain
acceptance into college because of it
suddenly evolved into a constant feel-
ing of intimidation that has taken
over our lives.

“What about those who aren’t ner-
vous about the midterms,” you may
ask – and yes, there are some indi-
viduals with a more laid-back, re-
laxed outlook on life. I believe that
although they are not worried at this
particular moment in time, they may
end up being even more preoccupied
after the testing is over and they wish
that they were more nervous before
the event.

Can it be that those of us who are
stressing now will end up benefiting
from it in the long run? Can stress
actually be a good thing? I feel that to
an extent, yes, because it means that
one cares.

When you view it as being the
opposite of a nuisance, stress can be
seen as simply, a preparation for the
world ahead of us and an important
lesson in being able to adhere to dead-
lines, and most importantly, value the
words: ‘time management.’

For those who are currently suffer-
ing from a chronic case of stress due
to miserable midterm mayhem, try
and relax knowing that you are not
alone. Right now, especially, the vast
majority of Westfield High is sailing
in the same boat, flowing down the
same river. But just think, very soon
we will find land, and it will all be
over.

Alexa Zepka is a freshman at WHS.

WF’s Purdy Makes
Rhodes Honor Roll

WESTFIELD – Rhodes College
student Anson Purdy of Westfield was
named to the Rhodes College Honor
Roll for the 2006 fall semester. To
qualify for the honor roll, a student
must be enrolled in at least 13 credit
hours of academic work and must
achieve a semester grade-point aver-
age of 3.85 or better.

STATE OF THE UNION…David Parker awaits his question for the annual State
Bowl Championship at Wilson Elementary School in Westfield.

Wilson School Declares
State Bowl Champions
WESTFIELD –Recently, the en-

tire fourth grade of Wilson Elemen-
tary School in Westfield competed in
the 2006 State Bowl championship.

In the culmination of a month-long
study unit, the fourth-grade class,
consisting of 104 students, partici-
pated in a “Jeopardy”-style battle of
United States geography.

The competition tested the knowl-
edge of the students regarding the
United States and their capitals.

During this month-long study unit,
the children were also introduced to
the five regions of the U.S. and suc-
cessfully learned the “Animaniacs”
Wakko’s America Song, which lists
all the 50 states and their capitals. The
children were randomly placed in red,
white and blue teams, dressed in their
team colors for the competition and
used props such as buzzers to give
their answer.

Ultimately, the competition came
down to the wire, and the red team
was victorious.

CEREMONY WELCOMES NEW MEMBER…President Delores Geisow, right,
along with First Vice President Marion Mogensen, left, join with the members of the
Woman’s Club of Westfield to congratulate newly installed member Cindy Neivert,
center. The ceremony took place on January 8 during a general monthly meeting
of the club at the Masonic Lodge in Westfield. For more club information, please
write to: Woman’s Club of Westfield, P.O. Box 2428, Westfield, N.J. 07091

BLUE RIBBON…Principal Mary Fleck of Franklin Elementary School in
Westfield, awards Marcus Burke, a kindergartener from Kim Shepcaro’s class,
the ribbon for selling the most Sally Foster Gift Wrap during the school’s annual
fundraiser.

BOE, PTA Schedule
Annual Roundtable

SCOTCH PLAINS – Area residents
are invited to attend the annual
roundtable discussion between the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood (SP-F) Board
of Education and the SP-F PTA Coun-
cil.

Less formal than a traditional BOE
meeting, this forum offers an oppor-
tunity for the public to ask questions
and to learn more about current top-
ics of interest in the SP-F school
district.

The roundtable discussion will be
held on Tuesday, January 30, at 7:30
p.m., in the media center at Terrill
Middle School, located on Terrill Road
in Scotch Plains. For more informa-
tion, contact Michele Blanck, PTA
council vice president at (908) 322-
5937 or at JBlanckM@comcast.net.

HIGH MARKS…Tamaques School Principal Michael Cullen gets an A+ from his
students after he spent an evening at Barnes and Noble, sharing some of his
favorite holiday stories. A few of his listeners included, from left to right, Claudia
Millwater, Marissa Millwater, Emily Palumbo, Julia Schiano, J.T. Binkowitz,
Christian Kelly, David Perry and Sean Flynn.

Bucknell University Posts
Students on Dean’s List

AREA – Bucknell University has
released the dean’s list for outstand-
ing academic achievement during the
fall semester of the 2006-07 academic
year. A student must earn a grade
point average of 3.5 or higher on a
scale of 4.0 to receive dean’s list
recognition. area students include:

Nina Baker of Scotch Plains, the
daughter of Stephen and Marjorie
Baker, and a 2004 graduate of Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School
(SPFHS);

Lyndsay Couture of Westfield, the
daughter of Daniel and Joanne Cou-
ture, and a 2005 graduate of Westfield
High School (WHS);

Steven Doremus of Scotch Plains,
the son of Bruce and Donna Doremus,
and a 2003 graduate of SPFHS;

Nicole Impellizzeri of  Scotch
Plains, the daughter of John and Jayne
Impellizzeri, and a 2003 graduate of
SPFHS;

Mariela Lemus of Scotch Plains,
the daughter of Edmundo and Marta
Lemus, and a 2005 graduate of Mount
Saint Mary Academy in Watchung;

Matthew Linsenberg of Scotch
Plains, the son of Douglas and Beth
Linsenberg, and a 2006 graduate of
SPFHS;

Anne Siwulec of Westfield, the
daughter of Andrew Siwulec and
Mary Gradolph, and a 2005 graduate

of WHS.
John Timko of Scotch Plains, son

of John and Merrianne Timko, and a
2003 graduate of Saint Josephs High
School in Metuchen.

Kent Place School Receives
Communications Awards

SUMMIT – The Council for the
Advancement and Support of Educa-
tion (CASE) recently honored Kent
Place School in the District II Acco-
lades Awards program, which recog-
nizes excellence in alumni communi-
cations and fundraising programs.

The gold award was for the
fundraising publications category for
the year 2005-2006. A bronze award
was awarded to the school in the
“magapaper category” for Voyager, a
school-wide publication.

Keeping Pace with Kent Place re-
ceived an honorable mention in the
magazine category. Voyager and
Keeping Pace with Kent Place are
published by the alumnae relations
office. Abbie Moore Design of Sum-
mit designed the publications.

Elizabeth Budd Bugliari (class of
1959), director of Development and
Alumnae Relations at Kent Place said,
“The women in the development of-

fice at Kent Place School work hard
as a team on all facets of development
and alumnae relations. It is extremely
gratifying to see those efforts so richly
rewarded by the premier professional
organization for advancement of pro-
fessionals at all levels.”

The awards will be presented on
February 2 at Rockefeller Center. In
the past, Kent Place received a silver
medal in the fundraising publications
category for 2004-2005. In early 2005,
Kent Place received a bronze medal
in the educational fundraising cat-
egory for their Senior Class Giving
Program. In 2004, the school was
awarded a gold medal for visual de-
sign in print for their Conversations
Across Difference: A Symposium on
Diversity logo. In 2002, Kent Place
was awarded two medals for
fundraising publications.

For more information, visit Kent
Place at kentplace.org.

HANDS-ON TRAINING…Several students from the Union County Technical
High School in Scotch Plains recently participated in a therapy rotation program
at the Matheny Medical and Educational Center, a special hospital in Peapack for
children and adults with developmental disabilities. The students observed
treatment sessions in occupational therapy, physical therapy, speech therapy,
music therapy and recreation therapy. They also had the opportunity to try out
some assistive technology equipment, such as this adaptive bowling device.

Area Students Named
Bloustein Scholars

AREA – Thirteen Pingry School
seniors were named Edward J.
Bloustein Distinguished Scholars by
the State of New Jersey. Among them
are Scotch Plains’ Melissa Loewinger
and Westfield’s Elizabeth Zoidis.

Bloustein Distinguished Scholars
are in the top 10 percent of their
classes and have a minimum com-
bined math and reading SAT score of
1206 or higher or are ranked first,
second, or third in their classes at the
end of junior year.

Distinguished Scholars receive an
annual scholarship of $1,000 for up
to four years of undergraduate study,
without regard to financial need at an
approved New Jersey college.

FW, WF Students Earn
Dean’s List at Coastal
AREA – Clayton Balch of

Fanwood, along with Westfield’s Jef-
frey Nusse, Elizabeth Riddle and
Kelly Ruhl earned Dean’s List status
at Coastal Carolina University for the
fall 2006 semester. To qualify for the
Dean’s List, freshmen must earn a
3.25-grade point average and upper-
classmen must earn a 3.5- grade point
average. To qualify for the President’s
List or the Dean’s List, students must
be enrolled full time.

WF’s Hobson Makes
DePauw Dean’s List

WESTFIELD – Jillian Hobson of
Westfield has been named to the
Dean’s List for the 2006 fall semester
at DePauw University.

 Jillian is a first-year student at
DePauw.


