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My freeholder colleagues and I
announced a series of initiatives fo-
cusing on shared services, economic
development, the arts and recreation
at the 150th annual reorganization
meeting on January 7 at the Union
County Courthouse.

One of my top priorities, and our
first initiative, focused on increasing
shared services to keep government
spending under control. As we look
ahead into this New Year, we see
great changes ahead in the way our
state, county, local governments and
school boards do business and share
services -- In fact, the discussion on
property tax reform and shared ser-
vices is ongoing in Trenton, and we
recently heard more from our Gover-
nor, who continues to support these
issues.

We believe counties are the best
conduits for shared services and
Union County is continuing to move
aggressively on this issue.

On January 10, more than 75 edu-
cation, municipal and county govern-
ment officials formulated a series of
new cost-savings ideas, while con-
tinuing the advancement of several
other opportunities during our sec-
ond Shared Services conference held
at Kean University. The purpose of
the meeting was to bring all govern-
mental entities together to talk about
ways to save tax dollars and share
services.

The County of Union has already
won a $104,500 grant from the state
Department of Community Affairs
that enabled it to create the Shared
Services committee. The county is
also in the process of applying for a
three-year $300,000 additional state
grant that will enable it keep moving
forward on shared services.

In other areas, my four other initia-
tives include:

The Union County Economic and
Workforce Competitiveness Project
– The county, in a partnership with
Rutgers University, and workforce,
educational and business sectors, will
develop a blueprint for sustained eco-
nomic growth.

The Union County Arts and Eco-
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nomic Prosperity initiative – The
county recently won a $60,000 state
grant, which it will use to market the
county’s historic sites, recreation ar-
eas and arts centers for tourism. The
county also plans to apply for a sec-
ond state grant to pay for the develop-
ment of a marketing plan.

The creation of a peer-oriented
Youth Helpline to be phased in over
the year – The helpline will provide
non-judgmental guidance and refer-
rals for youth and teens through ano-
nymity and a confidential source.

The renovation of the County Dog
Park at Echo Lake Park – This dog
park will be renovated to include in-
creased recreation space, a gazebo,
benches, clean-up station, water foun-
tains and additional parking.

We also announced two new pro-
grams focusing on our children, in-
cluding the Playground initiative, a
grant program funded through the
Kids Recreation Trust Fund. This pro-
gram, which would provide match-
ing dollars to municipalities inter-
ested in creating or improving play-
grounds in their town.

Secondly, we are starting a pilot
program that will eliminate fees for
Union County classroom groups that
visit the new Trailside Nature and
Science Center.

Finally, Union County is celebrat-
ing our 150th anniversary this year.
Union County is the youngest of New
Jersey’s 21 counties, created by an
act of the NJ State Legislature in
1857. We’ll have a celebration at
Union County College in Cranford
on May 19, including an outdoor fam-
ily festival in Nomahegan Park. All
will be welcome at these events.
Please check our web site for up-
dates: ucnj.org.

As we embark on a new beginning,
I am reminded of something that Presi-
dent Abraham Lincoln said right
around the time Union County was
founded: “Leave nothing for tomor-
row, which can be done today.” We
have much to achieve this New Year,
and it’s time once again to get back to
work. I wish you all a happy and
healthy New.

A Tsunami Meditation Experience
Rocked Southern Thailand

By Mary Snauffer
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Editor’s Note: Mary Snauffer, a
Westfield resident, is serving a two-
year assignment with the Peace Corps
in Thailand. She is writing firsthand
accounts of her experiences in this
column for The Westfield Leader and
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times.
Her first column appeared in the De-
cember 15, 2005 edition.

*****
When the bombs went off in

Bangkok on New Year’s
Eve, my friend was getting
her nails done in the Siam
Mall, which is in the center
of Bangkok. She said she
got the call from Peace
Corps that bombs were be-
ing detonated around the
city, and that she had to go
back to her hotel immedi-
ately.

She said she left 30 min-
utes later, after they finished
her other hand. “It was my
first manicure in a year,” she yelled
after I raised my eyebrow.

The other day, I was taken to talk
with the governor of the province I
live in. He was busy that morning,
and I ended up waiting for about an
hour. I teach the governor English a
couple times a week, so I have be-
come casual acquaintances with most
of his staff.

I was sitting with one of his assis-
tants. We were both quietly drinking
our coffee when out of nowhere, he
told me another teacher had been
murdered in the south. The southern
most provinces have been riddled with
violence for years. Violence I was
completely unaware of until I moved
three hours north of it.

In addition to putting small bombs
in random noodle shops, the terror-
ists have begun murdering teachers.
More than900 schools have been shut
down because of concerns. That’s
leaving hundreds of thousands of chil-
dren with nothing to do.

“Why teachers?” I asked the assis-
tant.

“I don’t know, maybe to scare
people,” he said. “People don’t un-
derstand each other,” the assistant
continued. “That’s what the King has
said. We need to do two things to
bring peace to the south. We need to
understand one another, really make
an effort to learn about each other and
to understand.”

Then he brought both his hands
and cupped them in front of his heart
and said, “We must love.”

I looked at him. Up until this point
our conversations were pretty much,
limited to the weather. He went on,
“We must let go of ourselves and our
egos and just love.”

A buzzer went off in the room,
which signals that the governor is
ready. The assistant got up and shooed
me in and that was that.

People say the bombs in Bangkok
were unrelated to the terrorism in the
south, and that it probably had to do
with political tension involving the
coup. Thailand’s government is still
being lead by military leaders. There
have been no elections and there are
no plans for them any time soon.

Over Christmas, a friend of mine
went on a meditation retreat, which is
pretty common in Thailand. He medi-
tated in silence for 11 days. I was
eager to hear about his experience. I
saw him for the first time at a beach
near his house yesterday. It was an
area devastated by the tsunami. You
can see where the wave came from
the gaps in the trees.

“So are you enlightened now?” I
teased. We sat on the beach and
watched the water.

“You know I had this ex-
perience that was pretty
crazy,” he began. “I was on
my mat on the floor and I
was trying to do a lying
meditation before I fell
asleep. I was really getting
into it when all of sudden, I
started convulsing and my
body rose off the floor. I
was astonished. I was
thrilled.”

“Then what happened?”
I asked eagerly.

“Well, I thought I had reached
something really great. I thought I
had experienced what I was supposed
to experience in all that silence, you
know, something outside of myself,”
he paused. “The next morning, they
told me there had been an earthquake.”

I laughed out loud and then we
went back to watching the ocean.

Mary Lorraine Snauffer is in Moo
Ban Klang Muang Tumbol Thaichang
Amphoe Muang, Phang-Nga Prov-
ince, Thailand. Her e-mail is
marylorraine.snauffer@gmail.com.

Mary Snauffer
WHS 2001

Post Office to Hold Passport
Fair on Sat., January 27

WESTFIELD – In light of the Janu-
ary changes in travel requirements,
new Westfield Postmaster Frank Pace
has announced that a Passport Fair
will be held at the Westfield Main
Post Office on Saturday, January 27,
from 10 a.m. until 4 p.m. for the
general public. The fair will feature
additional personnel to accept pass-
port applications to accommodate the
increase in demand.

The U.S. Departments of State and
Homeland Security recently an-
nounced that the requirement for citi-
zens of the United States, Canada,
Mexico and Bermuda to present a
passport to enter the United States
when arriving by air from any part of
the Western Hemisphere began Janu-
ary 23.

Mr. Pace said the United States
Postal Service can accept first-time
applicants and passport renewals.
With enhanced travel security, pass-
ports are the prime accepted identifi-
cation for travelers.

“Our customers are the reason we’re
in business, and providing them with
an extra service like passports is an
opportunity from the postal service
to serve the needs of our community,”
Mr. Pace said.

Mr. Pace offered the following tips
for applying for a passport:

Fill out a passport application
(DS11), before coming to the post
office. Applications can be down-
loaded at travel.state.gov/
download_applications.htm.

Bring proof of U.S. citizenship and
current photo identification. Postal
officials can take passport photo-
graphs. Bring all documentation to
the post office.

All information on passport appli-
cations, procedures, and fees can be
attained by contacting at the Westfield
Post Office at (908) 233-1168 during
regular business hours or by going to
www.usps.com. Click on the govern-
ment links page and then click “get a
passport.”

IRS Notes 2006 Changes
May Save Taxpayers Money
SPRINGFIELD –  The public

should closely review their tax
situationtaking advantage of new tax
breaks may result in a bigger refund
or less taxes to be paid this tax season.
A telephone tax refund, new energy-
saving tax credits and recently en-
acted tax legislation are among the
changes taxpayers will find when they
start filling out their 2006 federal
income tax returns.

“Taxpayers are encouraged to care-
fully compare the changes with their
tax records to ensure that deductions
and credits are not overlooked when
they complete their returns,” said IRS
spokesperson Gregg Semanick.

“Information about the latest tax
changes is available on the IRS website,
IRS.gov, but e-file is the most efficient
way to prepare your taxes, particularly
taking into consideration the latest tax
changes,” Mr. Semanick said. “E-filing
will ensure you do not miss out on these
tax breaks. Also, taxpayers who earn
$52,000 or less can file for free and
online at the IRS.gov website,” he added.

The IRS offers this list of changes
that will be of particular interest to
many taxpayers this year: Telephone
Excise Tax Refund; Businesses and
tax-exempt organizations are also eli-
gible for the telephone excise tax
refund under a different procedure;
Homeowners Energy Tax Credits and
Hybrid Vehicles Generate Tax Cred-
its;

Recently, tax changes enacted in
late December 2006 extended certain
tax benefits that had expired in 2005.
This new legislation affects a number
of areas of tax law, but the most
significant effect on individual tax-
payers involves the deductions for
state and local sales tax, higher edu-
cation tuition and fees and educator
expenses.

For the first time, taxpayers can
split their refunds among up to three
accounts held by up to three different

U.S. financial institutions, such as
banks, mutual funds, brokerage firms
or credit unions.

For information about any of these
tax breaks visit the IRS website at
IRS.gov. For highlights of the tax
changes for 2006, see IRS Publica-
tion 553, Highlights of 2006 Tax
Changes, and the instruction book for
Form 1040, which can be downloaded
from the website or ordered by call-
ing 800-829-3676.

Sytko Takes Reins
 Of Garwood GOP

GARWOOD — The Garwood Re-
publican Club announced this week
that  Anthony Sytko has been selected
as club president.

Mr. Sytko received hisBachelor of
Arts Degree in Communication Stud-
ies from The College of NJ and is
currently in his second year at Seton
Hall University Law School. He is
employed by a Jersey Shore radio
station and has been a paralegal. He
serves as a district leader in Garwood
on the Union County Republican
Committee, secretary of the Seton
Hall Law College Republicans and is
vice chairman of the Union County
Young Republicans.

Mr. Sytko said, “I am honored to be
selected to serve as president of the
Garwood Republican Club. We have
a fantastic, dedicated organization and
I look forward to making it grow in
size and strength.”

Other Republican Club officers are
Patricia Quattrocchi, vice president;
Dennis Clark, recording secretary;
Peggy Briggs,  corresponding secre-
tary; and Richard Dolan, treasurer.

The Garwood Republican Club
meets at 7:30 p.m. on the first Mon-
day of each month at the VFW Hall,
located on South Avenue. For further
information, contactMs. Quattrocchi
at (908) 451-9988.

AirTrain Ridership Sets
Usage Record in 2006
NEWARK — AirTrain JFK’s paid

ridership increased more than 15 per-
cent in 2006 and AirTrain Newark’s
paid ridership grew by more than 8
percent last year as both airport rail
systems set annual passenger records.

Nearly four million paid riders used
AirTrain JFK in 2006 to connect be-
tween John F. Kennedy International
Airport’s passenger terminals and
mass transit systems operated by New
York City Transit and the Long Island
Rail Road. AirTrain Newark, which
links Newark Liberty International
Airport to the Northeast Corridor Rail
Line served by NJ Transit and Amtrak,
handled nearly 1.6 million paid pas-
sengers in 2006. Both systems also
serve tens of thousands of daily riders
who use the rail systems for free to
travel between passenger terminals
and to connect to parking lots and
rental car areas.

Port Authority Chairman Anthony
Anthony Coscia said, “Thirteen per-
cent of JFK’s passengers now use
AirTrain’s free or paid service to ac-
cess passenger terminals, while
AirTrain Newark is the primary
ground transportation for 10 percent
of Newark’s passengers.”

Port Authority Exec. Dir. Anthony
Shorris said, “It’s our job to increase
the popularity of these services even
more in 2007. It just makes good
sense. They’re fast, reliable, and pro-
vide a great benefit to the region by
easing traffic and reducing emissions
on roadways at and near the airports.”

AirTrain JFK has now surpassed
more than 10 million paid customers
since it opened in late 2003. AirTrain
Newark linked the existing airport
monorail to mass transit in 2001.

Kennedy Airport in 2003 served
31.7 million passengers. In 2004, that
figure rose to 37.5 million, followed
by another increase to 40.8 million in
2005. Kennedy Airport’s final pas-
senger count for 2006 is expected to
be about 42 million.

Newark Airport passenger use has
climbed from 29.4 million in 2003 to
31.9 million in 2004, to 33 million in
2005. In 2006, Newark Airport is
expected to set an all-time high with
about 35.5 million passengers.

Club Info?
goleader.com/organizations

Newark Penn Station Track 5
Enhancements Announced

NEWARK — NJ TRANSIT Tues-
day amended its contract with Clough
Harbour of Parsippany by expanding
the design scope for improving the
Newark Penn Station Track 5 plat-
form used by Westfield and other area
commuters to New York City.

The design will include enhance-
ments to stairways at Market Street,
demolition of the former heating plant
building and foundation design to
enable a future pedestrian overpass.

Newark Mayor Cory Booker said,
“The improved access from Market
Street to the station will stitch to-
gether two vibrant areas of the city,
linking the Ironbound section to the
center core district, including the
Gateway Complex and new arena.”

In June 2005, the board authorized
final design to extend and rehabilitate
the platform along Track 5. That work
is to restore the platform, improve
appearance and functionality of queu-
ing areas and provide greater capac-
ity for longer Raritan Valley Line
trains.

The amended contract includes new
lighting, signage, communication
systems and architectural treatments
to make the area more attractive for
riders. In addition, design plans will
be prepared to demolish the former
heating plant at the southern end of
Track 5.

The stairways from Market Street
to the station platforms are used by
customers transferring between trains
during the peak periods, by commut-

ers parking near the station and by
area employees and residents.

The amended contract adds $1.1
million for design services, for a total
authorization of $4.6 million. Final
design completion is slated for sum-
mer 2007. Construction completion
is scheduled for the end of 2008.

FTA Advances Hudson
Tunnel ARC Project

NEWARK — NJ Transit has re-
ceived approval from the Federal
Transit Administration (FTA) on the
Access to the Region’s Core (ARC)
program to release the Draft Environ-
mental Impact Statement (DEIS). This
enables scheduling of public hear-
ings and is the next step in securing
federal funding and the start of con-
struction hoped for in 2009.

The ARC program includes two
new single-track railroad tunnels be-
tween New Jersey and New York,
additional station capacity under 34th
Street in Manhattan and signal and
track improvements along and adja-
cent to the Northeast Corridor.

The project will allow one-seat rail
service on the Main, Bergen County,
Pascack Valley,  Raritan Valley, the
Montclair-Boonton Line west of
Montclair, North Jersey Coast Line
south to Bay Head, as well as the
Morristown Line west of Dover. It
will create capacity to connect the
future Northern Branch Rail Line di-
rectly to Manhattan.

ALL STORES OPEN SUN.

MOST STORES ACCEPT:

For the address of the store nearest to you please call... 1-800-SHOPRITE
Prices established by ShopRite Wines & Spirits of Lincoln Park, 60 Beaverbrook Rd., Lincoln Park, N.J., (973) 694-4420

ShopRite WINES & SPIRITS STORES ARE INDIVIDUALLY OWNED AND OPERATED AND NOT A CHAIN. PRICES AND
PRODUCTS FEATURED MAY NOT BE AVAILABLE AT ALL AFFILIATED STORES. Prices effective Wed., Jan. 24 thru

Tues., Feb. 13 , 2007. We reserve the right to limit quantities. Not responsible for typographical errors. In the event of
errors, the lowest price allowed by N.J. State Law will apply. All cases sold containing single type only.

®

Discounts
Available On:
(EXCLUDING SALE ITEMS)

Mixed
Cases

of Wine

Mixed
Cases

of Spirits

SUN MON TUES WED THURS FRI SAT

24 25 26 27
28 29 30 31 1 2 3
4 5 6 7 8 9 10

11 12 13

Prices effective: 1/24 thru2/13/07
JANUARY/FEBRUARY 2007

Smoking
Loon
ALL TYPES 799

Debit
Card

ShopRite

•DeKuyper Pucker
SOUR APPLE

•Kamora
COFFEE LIQUEUR 1699

VODKA

Belvedere 2599

Svedka 1999

TEQUILA

•DESSERT WINES
ALL TYPES 999

Concha y Toro
Frontera Blends 899

Stolichnaya 
Vodka

Absolut
REG. OR FLAVORS 2199

•SILVER

3699
•REPOSADO

3999
•AÑEJO

4399

750 ML

BOURBON

GIN

1.75 L

1 L

Merryvale
Starmont
Merryvale
Starmont
Merryvale
Starmont
Merryvale
Starmont

Stone Cellars
All Types

999

BeringerBeringerBeringerBeringer

BeringerBeringerBeringerBeringer

Black Swan
ALL TYPES 999

1.5 L

FoxHorn
ALL TYPES 499

1.5 L

Columbia
Crest
ALL TYPES 1199

1.5 L

3199
1.75 L

Bacardi Rum 
Light or Gold 

1999
1.75 L

Dewar’s 
White Label

Quinta do Noval

2999
1.75 L

Jose Cuervo 
Gold or Clasico White

3499
1.75 L

KNIGHT’S VALLEY

•Cabernet  . . . . .1999

NAPA VALLEY

•Pinot Noir  . . . .1699

NAPA VALLEY

•Merlot  . . . . . . .1499

NAPA VALLEY

•Sauvignon Blanc1299

NAPA VALLEY

•Chardonnay  . .1199

Chardonnay

1499

1 L

Evan
Williams
SOUR MASH 1799

Captain
Morgan
SPICED RUM 2499

Don Julio ALL 750 MLS

1199

CHAMPAGNE & SPARKLING

Piper Sonoma
•BRUT
•BLANC DE NOIR 1099

M&R Asti 999

Freixenet
CORDON NEGRO 799

750
ML

Banfi
ROSA REGALE 1499

750
ML

Nicolas
Feuillatte
BRUT 2199

750
ML

Heidsieck
Monopole
(BLUE TOP) 2499

750
ML

Carlo Rossi
•GENERICS   
•VARIETALS 999

Voga
•PINOT GRIGIO
•QUATTRO 899 Franzia

•HOUSE WINE
FAVORITES . . . . . . . . . . . . 899

•OLD WORLD
CLASSICS . . . . . . . . . . . 1099

•VINTNER
SELECT. . . . . . . . . . . . . 1299

5 L BOXES

ALL 750 MLS

Rossini’s
Classic Cellars
•CHABLIS   •RHINE
•BLUSH CHABLIS
•BURGUNDY   •ROSE
•RUBINO ROSSO 799

Jameson
IRISH WHISKEY 3699

1.75 L

Hendrick’s 2699

Gordon’s 1499

Tanqueray 3199

Macallan
12-YR. OLD SINGLE MALT3699

750 ML
Speyburn
10-YR. OLD SINGLE MALT1999

John Begg 1599

Crown Royal 2099

1.75 L

Canadian Club1799
1.75 L

Seagram’s
7 Crown 1599

1.75 L

1.75 L

SCOTCH

1.75 LJack Daniels 3699

750
ML

Dr. Loosen
Riesling 799

750
ML

Renwood
Sierra Zinfandel 899

750
ML

Nobilo
Sauvignon Blanc 999

750
ML

Mark West
Pinot Noir 999

4 L

Bartles & Jaymes
Coolers
ALL TYPES, 4/6-PACKS 2199

CORDIALS

Your Choice!

Your Choice!

1.5 L

Pinot Grigio
And All Other Types

1199

CavitCavitCavitCavit

1.5 L

Starbucks
•COFFEE LIQUEUR
•CREAM COFFEE LIQUEUR1899

750 ML

3 L

4 L

Santa Marvista
Reserva Wines
•CABERNET
•MERLOT
•CHARDONNAY 699

1.5 L

1.5 L

1.75 L

Smirnoff
800 REGULAR 1999

1.75 L

Smirnoff
FLAVORS 2099

1.75 L

1.75 L

1.75 L

Knob Creek
SOUR MASH 2699

750 ML

1.75 L

750 ML

1.75 L

12-PACK, 12-OZ. BTLS.

• Heineken REGULAR OR LIGHT

• Amstel Light
•Corona EXTRA OR LIGHT

750
ML

750
ML

750
ML

COMPARE & SAVE
➥➥

750 ML

Glenlivet
NADURRA 4999

Hiram Walker
POMEGRANATE SCHNAPPS999

1 L
Baileys
IRISH CREAM 2299

Gozio AMARETTO 2199
Christian Bros.
BRANDY 1699

750 ML

Hennessy VS
COGNAC 2499

750 ML

750 ML
Remy Martin
XO COGNAC 9999

750 ML

1 L

Cointreau 2999

Debriac XO 2999

1 L

750 ML

FINE PORTS ALL 750 MLS Di LupoDi LupoDi Lupo
•ALTO ADIGE
PINOT GRIGIO 750 ML1299

•CHIANTI
RISERVA . . . . . .750 ML 999

•ROSSO
TOSCANA . . . . .750 ML 999

•CHIANTI  . . . . . .1.5 L 999

•RUBY
•TAWNY  . . . . . . .999

•LB  . . . . . . . . .1599

•LBV '98  . . . . .1999

•10-YEAR OLD
TAWNY  . . . . .2499

Rodney Strong
•CABERNET
•MERLOT 1299

•CHARDONNAY 1099

Luna di Luna
ALL TYPES 1499

1.5 L

Columbia Crest
Grand Estate
•CABERNET  •MERLOT
•CHARDONNAY 999

Arbor Mist
ALL TYPES
(EXC. BLENDERS) 699

1.5 L

Beringer
WHITE ZINFANDEL 899

1.5 L

Real Sangria 999
1.5 L

750
ML

750
ML

750
ML

750
ML

750
ML

Merlot

1999
750
ML

Cabernet

2199
750
ML

NOW in WESTFIELD! ShopRite Wines & Spirits Marketplace 333 South Ave. East (Formerly Town & Country Liquors)

MarketplaceMarketplaceMarketplaceMarketplaceMarketplaceMarketplace


