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By Kara Shovlin

One of the great things about an
area like this is the pervasive sense of
community. If you look around, there
are tons of little communities to be-
come involved in.

From athletics to local politics to
any number of volunteer organiza-
tions, there is literally something for
everyone. However, not all of these
little sub-communities are exactly or-
ganized. Take your morning routine,
for example. Do you stop somewhere
for a cup of coffee? After a while, you
may have begun to notice that you see
many of the same faces every morn-
ing. You may have even made some
new friends along the way.

Our daily routines are full of net-
working opportunities and if you want
proof, just stop by Robert Treat Deli-
catessen on Quimby Street in
Westfield, on any weekday morning.
You’ll notice a group of sometimes
up to a dozen people hanging around
the counter enjoying their morning
coffee together. “The Breakfast Club,”
as they so aptly call themselves, be-
gan about four years ago and evolved
because they made a connection. They
must have a lot in common, right?
Well, this motley crew includes a
criminal defense attorney, a massage
therapist, a music teacher, a realtor, a
math professor, a contractor and an
executive director of a certain local

Breakfast Club at
The Treat Deli

organization, to name a few.
What they have in common is their

coffee place. Robert Treat has been a
fixture in these parts since 1932, and
the Kasich brothers have owned it
since 1978. It is reminiscent of Cheers,
you know, “where everybody knows
your name,” except these guys know
how you like your coffee, too. Broth-
ers Jack and Greg will often hand over
your customized java before you even
have a chance to order it. “It’s a real
family affair,” Jack says of the place
that he loves to come to every day.

Most of his customers either live
locally or work locally, and “The
Breakfast Club” is just one of those
things that evolves in a place like this.
To illustrate the depth of their connec-
tion he told me a story of one of the
“members” recently having a baby at
around 3 a.m. one morning and calling
Robert Treat at 6 a.m. to inform the
other “members” of the new arrival.

So what began as perhaps just per-
functory smiles and nods has clearly
evolved into solid friendships. So if you
prefer the quick and easy feel of Man-
hattan Bagel or the warm and cozy feel
of Rockn’ Joe’s, or the comfortable,
familiar feel of Robert Treat, take a
look around next time you’re at your
favorite coffee joint getting your morn-
ing cup ‘o joe. You might make a new
business contact or even a new friend.

Westfielder Receives 2007
Academy of Sciences Award

GW Resident Takes Part
In 8th Annual Toy Run
GARWOOD – James Kruper of

Garwood, a certified public accoun-
tant with Member, Levine, Jacobs
and Company, L.L.C. in Livingston
and the membership officer for the
Liberty Harley Owner’s Group,
helped with the Liberty H.O.G.’s
Eighth Annual Toy Run.

Mr. Kruper has been a motorcyclist
for almost a decade. Over 600 motor-
cyclists gathered in the parking lot at
Liberty in Rahway to deliver toys to
the children at the Bristol Myers
Squibb Children’s Hospital at the
Robert Wood Johnson University
Hospital in New Brunswick for the
holidays.

Mr. Kruper is a volunteer firefighter
in Garwood. He and his wife, Frances,
have three children.

Clark. . . . . . . . . . . . St. Agnes School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 732-381-0850
St. John the Apostle School. . . . . . . . . 732-388-1360

Cranford. . . . . . . . . . . . . .St. Michael School. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 908-276-9425
Elizabeth. . . . . . . . . Blessed Sacrament School. . . . . . . . . . 908-352-8629

St. Patrick Academy . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 908-351-2188
St. Genevieve School. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 908-355-3355
St. Mary of Assumption School . . . . . 908-355-0717
St. Anthony School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 908-352-7419

Hillside . . . . . . . . . . Hillside Catholic Academy . . . . . . . . . 908-686-6740
Irvington. . . . . . . . . St. Leo/Sacred Heart School . . . . . . . . 973-372-7555

Good Shepherd Academy . . . . . . . . . . 973-375-0659
Kenilworth . . . . . . . St. Theresa School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 908-276-7220
Linden . . . . . . . . . . Saints Mary and Elizabeth Academy . 908-486-2507
Maplewood. . . . . . . St. Joseph School. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 973-761-4033
New Providence . . Our Lady of Peace School . . . . . . . . 908-464-8657
Roselle . . . . . . . . . . St. Joseph the Carpenter School . . . . . 908-245-6560
Scotch Plains . . . . . St. Bartholomew Interparochial School . 908-322-4265
Short Hills . . . . . . . St. Rose of Lima School . . . . . . . . . . . 973-379-3973
Springfield . . . . . . . St. James School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 973-376-5194
Summit . . . . . . . . . . Oak Knoll-Holy Child School. . . . . . . 908-522-8100

St. Teresa of Avila School . . . . . . . . . . 908-277-6043
Union . . . . . . . . . . . Holy Spirit School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 908-687-8415

St. Michael School. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 908-688-1063
Westfield . . . . . . . . Holy Trinity Interparochial School . . . 908-233-0484

The Catholic Elementary Schools in the Archdiocese of Newark
Opening hearts, minds and doors.

www.rcan.org/schools/

Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's

 
 
 
 

 

February 2007 Events at the Westfield Memorial Library 
Library Hours: Monday - Thursday 9:30 AM-9:00 PM 

Friday & Saturday 9:30 AM-5:00 PM, Sunday 1:00-5:00 PM 
Closed - Monday, February 19  

 
ADULT PROGRAMS 

Feb 2  1:30 PM            TGIF: Classic movie week 
Feb 6             10:00AM            Computer: Homework 911 
Feb 6  7:00 PM        Performance: Seven Quilts for Seven Sisters 
Feb 9  1:30 PM        TGIF: Harlem Renaissance 
Feb 13  10:00 AM        Computer: Travel, Travel, Travel! 
Feb 14  2 PM & 7 PM      Film: “Casa de Areia” (House of Sand) 
Feb 15           10:00 AM        Computer: Puzzled by the Internet 
Feb 16 1:30 PM       TGIF: Beatrix Potter 
Feb 21  2 PM & 7 PM       Film: “November” 
Feb 22 10:00 AM           Computer: Beyond Google 
Feb 23 1:30 Pm       TGIF: Cruise Western Europe 
Feb 27 7:00 PM        Computer: Microsoft Word for Beginners 
Feb 28 2 PM & 7 PM        Film: “Thumbsucker” 

CHILDREN’S PROGRAMS 
Feb 1, 8, 15, 22          10:00 AM             Toddlers’ Group 
Feb 1              3:45  PM                Readers’ Theatre 
Feb 2, 9, 16, 23          10:00 AM              Tots’ Storytime           
Feb 2, 23   3:45 PM             Imagination Games 
Feb 3, 10, 17, 24        10:00 AM           Chess 
Feb 7, 14, 21, 28        10:00 AM       Preschool Storytime 
                                       Or 

            1:30 PM 
Feb 10                  10:30 AM       Voices of Africa 
Feb 15                  3:45 PM       Art History Adventures 
Feb 24             10:30 AM       Pajama Party with Yosi              

 

Restrictions regarding pre-registration or age may apply to some programs.  
550 East Broad Street, Westfield, NJ 07090   908-789-4090 www.wmlnj.org  

PT REPORTERS NEEDED
Strong, community-minded,
detail-oriented writers with
professional demeanor needed
to cover local government
evening meetings. Must be able
to meet deadlines, know how to
write a lead, and take an active
interest in a regular beat in order
to develop news stories. This
opportunity is perfect for stay-
at-home moms, as a second
income or just for those who
love to write. Please e-mail
resume and clips to:

editor@goleader.com
The Westfield Leader &

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
TIMES

State Monitor Named
For Irvington Schools
New Jersey Commissioner of Edu-

cation Lucille Davy has appointed
former Perth Amboy superintendent
of schools Frank Sinatra as the state
monitor for the Irvington schools.
Ms. Davy said Mr. Sinatra signed a
one-year contract and will be paid
$650 per day by the Irvington school
district.

Ms. Davy said DOE concerns about
Irvington include: more than 30 audit
findings identified two years ago have
not been corrected, including inaccu-
rate record-keeping, failure to main-
tain an accurate listing of outstanding
bills due and lack of adequate finan-
cial records and internal controls for
payroll operations.

BOE Pres. Appointed
Over Mayor’s Request
The Linden City Council has

named the city board of education
president, Maryann Dorin, a Demo-
crat, to fill the vacancy on the coun-
cil from the city’s 10th ward left by
Mayor Gerbounka upon his eleva-
tion to the mayor’s office. The mayor,
coming off his victory over longtime
incumbent John Gregorio, had asked
the council to have the seat filled by
one of his allies – his campaign man-
ager. When a council seat is vacated,
the law allows the outgoing council
member’s party to submit the names
of three candidates to serve until the
next election. As an independent,
Mr. Gerbounka is not a member of
an organized party and thus the
Democrats on council made the de-
cision, according to a Star-Ledger
report.

Head of Ethics Panel
Leaves for Rutgers Post

The head of the Joint Legislative
Committee on Ethical Standards has
resigned before the panel resolved
several dozen pending complaints.
Raymond Bramucci’s resignation was
effective January 22. He has accepted
a position with the Prudential Busi-

ness Ethics Center of the Rutgers
University business school. Republi-
cans in October feared Mr. Bramucci
would stall 35 complaints lodged by
Bogota Mayor Steve Lonegan. Those
complaints accused lawmakers of
steering grants to their or their
spouses’ employers. The committee
has dismissed 24 of the 35 complaints.
It is also still investigating whether to
proceed with accusations that Sen.
Wayne Bryant (D-Camden), used his
seat to get a no-show job with the
University of Medicine and Dentistry
of New Jersey.

Democratic Chair on
Asm. Cohen’s Payroll
Union County Democratic Party

Chairwoman Charlotte DeFilippo has
been on the state payroll account of
Assemblyman Neil Cohen since 1994.
According to public records obtained
by Tinna Renna, president of the
Union County Watchdog Association,
Ms. DeFilippo is paid $10,000. A
former city clerk for Hillside, she
serves as executive director of the
Union County Improvement Author-
ity. Former Scotch Plains Council-
woman Pamela Boright, wife of
former freeholder and schools super-
intendent Walter Boright, is on the
payroll for $1,200. Mrs. Boright
taught 37 years in the Linden public
schools. Phyllis Mirabella, the wife
of County Freeholder Al Mirabella,
is on the account of Assemblywoman
Linda Stender for $1,500.

Kavanaugh Fifth
Senator to Retire

State Senator Walter Kavanaugh,
73, will not seek re-election, ending a
32-year career in the Legislature,
politicsnj.com has reported. He has
endorsed Assemblyman Christopher
Bateman, the son of former Senate
President Ray Bateman, as his suc-
cessor. He is the fifth Republican
senator to retire, joining Bill Gormley
of Atlantic County, Leonard Connors
of Ocean County, Joe Palaia of
Monmouth County and Bob Martin
of Morris County.

WHITEHOUSE STATION – The
National Academy of Sciences has
recognized Dr. Arthur A. Patchett of
Westfield with this year’s Award for
Chemistry in Service to Society for
his innovative contributions in dis-
coveries of breakthrough medicines
to treat cardiovascular diseases.

The award honors the pioneering
work of Dr. Patchett, whose leader-
ship of the medicinal chemistry team
at Merck during the 1970s and 1980s
resulted in the discoveries of
Mevacor®, the first statin that low-
ered cholesterol levels, and of
Vasotec® and Prinivil®, two
groundbreaking medicines for treat-
ing hypertension and congestive heart
failure.

Dr. Patchett’s work played an im-
portant role in the discovery of the
statin class of cholesterol lowering
agents, which also includes Zocor®.
In the ensuing decades, statins have
come to be widely used to treat car-
diovascular disease and this use to-
day is universally recognized as hav-
ing helped to save millions of lives
around the world.

“I want to be among the many to
congratulate Art for this well-de-
served recognition in what continues
to be a remarkable, distinguished and
productive career. The contributions
and vision of great scientists like Art
helped to make Merck what it is to-
day – a company where the tradition
of scientific excellence continues to
this day,” said Dr. Peter Kim, presi-

dent, Merck Research Laboratories.
Dr. Patchett retired from Merck in

2000 as vice president, Medicinal
Chemistry, after 44 years with the
company. He holds nearly 200 pat-
ents covering a broad range of re-
search areas in medicinal chemistry.

Dr. Patchett graduated summa cum
laude from Princeton University in
1951, was a Fulbright Scholar at Cam-
bridge University in 1952 and re-
ceived his doctorate in chemistry from
Harvard University in 1955. He joined
Merck in 1957 following two years
with the National Institutes of Health
(NIH).

Every two years, the Academy hon-
ors a chemist who has made signifi-
cant contributions to science that meet
a need in society. The last Merck
recipient honored by the Academy
was Dr. Roy Vagelos, retired CEO
and president, in 1995 for his funda-
mental contributions to the under-
standing of fatty acid biosynthesis,
cholesterol metabolism, and phos-
pholipid metabolism, and for his lead-
ership at Merck that led to the discov-
ery of a number of important thera-
peutic and preventive agents.

The National Academy of Science
will honor the 2007 recipients at their
annual awards ceremony to be held
on April 29, 2007 in Washington,
D.C.

The National Academy of Sciences,
National Academy of Engineering,
Institute of Medicine, and National
Research Council make up the Na-
tional Academies. They are private,
nonprofit institutions that provide
science, technology and health policy
advice under a congressional charter.
For more information, visit
nasonline.org.

Merck and Co., Inc. is a global
pharmaceutical company established
in 1891. For more information, visit
merck.com.

Union County Celebrates
150th Anniversary in 2007

ELIZABETH — The County of
Union celebrates its 150th anniver-
sary this year. A variety of public
events, organized by the Union
County 150th Anniversary Commit-
tee, are planned to mark the occasion.

Sponsored by the county freehold-
ers, the 150th Anniversary Commit-
tee is led by Freeholder Chairwoman
Bette Jane Kowalski. The committee
consists of more than 30 members,
including elected officials, histori-
ans, educators and individuals from a
variety of cultural, civic and veterans
agencies.

“Union County is not only a great
place to live – it has a fascinating
history,” said Chairwoman Kowalski.
“On Saturday, May 19, we will cel-
ebrate our past and present. In the
morning, beginning at 10 a.m., we’ll
have educational talks and displays
in The Commons at Union County
College in Cranford. And in the after-
noon, we’ll have a festival of games,
music and lots of family activities in
nearby Nomahegan Park. We hope to
see you there.”

The indoor and outdoor activities
planned for May 19 include: displays
of historic photographs and books, a
19th century fashion show, concerts,
an antique car show, exhibits by local
historical societies, encampments by
military re-enactors, a teen arts ex-
hibit, vintage baseball games, a pie
eating contest, old fashioned games,
food vendors, crafts booths, and a
beard-growing contest.

An official commemorative publi-
cation featuring vintage photographs
and articles about Union County his-
tory, published by Laurinda Publica-
tions of Mountainside, will be avail-
able.

The committee would like to hear
from local musicians interested in per-
forming during the anniversary cel-
ebration. Residents who would like to
share their historic artifacts or photo-
graphs for display also are invited to
participate. Call committee member
Tom Plante at (908) 527-4746 during
weekday business hours and leave one’s
name and daytime phone number.

Present-day Union County was origi-
nally a portion of Essex County. The
County of Union was created by an act
of the New Jersey Legislature in 1857.
At that time, Union County consisted
of seven municipalities: Elizabeth, New
Providence, Plainfield, Rahway, Spring-
field, Union and Westfield. Union
County was the last of New Jersey’s 21
counties to be created.

For more information about the
150th Anniversary Committee, call
Freeholder Chairwoman Kowalski’s
office at (908) 527-4100.

Health Department Reminds
Public of Rabies Potential

WESTFIELD – The Union County
LINCS Agency and the Westfield
Regional Health Department have
advised the public that on January 23,
the State Public Health and Environ-
mental Laboratories (PHEL), Rabies
Laboratory confirmed that a coyote
submitted from Bergen County was
rabid. The coyote was discovered
wandering outside a high school dur-
ing an athletic event on the night of
Friday, January 19.

A concerned student mistook the
coyote for a sick dog, picked it up and
brought it into the school building.

He was bitten twice while carrying
the animal. The animal was described
as acting depressed, disoriented and
docile. The animal was captured by
police without further incident and
taken to a veterinary facility for eu-
thanasia and specimen submittal to
PHEL for rabies testing.

The veterinarian reported that the
animal had a heavy skunk odor and a
bite wound on its neck. Rabies post
exposure treatment has been started
on the bite victim.

The local health agency is investi-
gating to determine if any additional
persons were in contact with the coy-
ote or its saliva, who may need to be
treated for rabies. This is the second
rabid coyote in New Jersey since the
raccoon rabies variant entered the
state in 1989, officials said.

Officials said raccoon rabies most
commonly infects raccoons, skunks,
foxes and groundhogs, although all
mammals are susceptible. Over 5,000
animals have been identified as rabid
in New Jersey since 1989.

Residents are reminded to keep their
pets vaccinated against rabies and re-
port any strange acting or aggressive
wildlife to animal control officials.

CHEMISTRY WITH A CAUSE...Westfield resident Dr. Arthur Patchett, pic-
tured above, garnered the 2007 National Academy of Sciences’ Award for
Chemistry in Service to Society. Dr. Patchett received the honor for his contribu-
tions to discoveries of breakthrough medicines to combat cardiovascular diseases.

Elizabeth Fire Victims
Set for Support

COUNTY – Mr. Sebastion D’Elia
of the Union County public informa-
tion office reports that the county
Human Services Division is prepared
to provide support, if needed by the
Red Cross or the City of Elizabeth,
for the 50 people displaced from their
homes as a result of the Elizabeth city
block fire last Saturday at 3 a.m.

In the blaze, 20 homes were de-
stroyed and 50 people were displaced
with all their possessions lost.


