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Board Looks at Preserving
GW’s Historic Buildings

By KATHY MARQUES
Specifically written for the Westfield Leader and The Times

GARWOOD – During the January
10 reorganization meeting of the
borough’s planning board, board attor-
ney Donald Fraser swore in three new
board members — Richard Malcolm,
who will fill a four-year unexpired term;
Robert Montagne and William
Nierstedt, named alternate board mem-
bers for two-year unexpired terms.

Borough Councilwoman Kathleen
Villaggio, who serves as the council
representative on the board, asked the
board to look at conserving the Aeolian
property on the Garwood Paperboard
lot on North Avenue near McDonald’s
if the area becomes developed. Resi-
dent and chairwoman of the borough’s
historical committee, Linda Koenig,
had requested at a council meeting that
the planning board look into conserv-
ing the building.

Ms. Villaggio said, “The castle sec-
tion of the office front should be saved.
It’s from the 1900s, an amazing his-
toric building that should be preserved.
It’s part of our town.”

Planning advisor and engineer Vic-
tor Vinegra suggested turning the build-
ing into an assisted living facility.
“There’s nothing like a senior living

complex combined with an assisted
living section in our area. It would be
beneficial to our older residents. We
should take a proactive approach to
conserving our historic buildings.”

Mr. Vinegra said he would look into
the land use development plans and see
if there’s anything the board can do to
preserve such buildings.

Under old business, board chairman
Robert Pender asked that board mem-
bers look at clarifying the borough’s
store window sign ordinance, since sev-
eral retailers have questioned the word-
ing of the ordinance.

Currently, retail store owners are per-
mitted to place signs that cover no
more than 25 percent of the window,
with no more than two signs per win-
dow. But store owners question whether
it means “per window” or “per store
frontage.” Store owners have said signs
promote their business yet Borough
Police Chief William Legg said at a
recent council meeting that, “You don’t
want too many signs blocking the view
inside a store. If someone is being
robbed, you can’t see in and that’s a
safety concern.”

The next board meeting was sched-
uled for Wednesday, January 24, at
7:30 p.m. at the municipal building.

Wayne Baker for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CONSTRUCTION UPDATE…Lee D’Almeida of Consolidated Construction
Management Services describes the progress on construction at Rahway Valley
Sewerage Authority plant to the RVSA board last Thursday evening.

Clark Twp. Claims RVSA
Overcharge, Seeks Refund

By WAYNE BAKER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — The Township of
Clark has alleged systematic over-
charges by the Rahway Valley Sewer-
age Authority, claiming the township
has been overcharged by more than
$42,000 per year.

Clark Administrator John Laezza
asked the RVSA in a letter for a calcu-
lation of the overcharge over the last
20 years and a refund for the township
of the calculated amount. Mr. Laezza’s
letter also questioned reverse flow from
Rahway to Clark and reduction in
solids and biomass during times of
high flow, and requested an investiga-
tion report. His letter threatened litiga-
tion if a “prompt response” was not
forthcoming.

The alleged overcharges relate to
a process referred to as intercom-
munity adjustments. These adjust-
ments compensate for the need to
engineer the sewerage system in a
manner that minimizes costs and
optimizes performance by having
some houses in one town connected
to the sewers in another town. The
RVSA then adjusts billing for the
impact, on a statistical basis, for
these homes.

Michael Brinker, interim execu-
tive director of the RVSA, responded
by a letter to Mr. Laezza citing that
the issue of intercommunity adjust-
ments affects five municipalities
and, as a result, has to be handled at
the board level. Mr. Brinker’s letter
also revealed that the authority

would conduct an evaluation of the
user charge methodology, includ-
ing a review of monitoring, sam-
pling and municipal adjustment pro-
cedures. The letter also requested
that Clark provide data supporting
it’s allegations. By the time of it’s
monthly meeting last Thursday,
nothing had been received in the
almost two weeks since the RVSA
sent it’s reply.

At the board meeting a motion to
authorize preparation of an RFP (re-
quest for proposal) was authorized to
solicit proposals for an examination
of the authority’s methods for moni-
toring and calculating charges to
member communities.

In other business, contractors up-
dated the board on progress of the
plant upgrade construction project.
Jim Reid of J.H. Reid, the general
contractor, said the engines of the co-
generation facility would be started
on or about March 25, under supervi-
sion of a technical group from Cater-
pillar, manufacturer of the engines.

Lino “Lee” D’Almeida and Manny
Parada of Consolidated Construction
Management Services, another con-
tractor, indicated that barring delays
for regulatory reasons, the sludge dry-
ing facility would likely be completed
near to schedule. They said because
parts of the job are dependent on state
approval, there was a possibility of a
substantial delay.

The annual reorganization meet-
ing of RVSA will be held on Thurs-
day, February 15.

UC Domestic Preparedness
Funding Safe, Officials Say

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ELIZABETH – The restructuring
of the state’s Homeland Security of-
fice will not impact the county’s do-
mestic preparedness program, county
officials revealed Thursday night.
However, the county’s critical infra-
structure coordinator in the
Prosecutor’s Counter Terrorism Task
Force is funded only for this year.

The Union County Board of Chosen
Freeholders voted to accept funding of
$81,500 from the federal government’s
Fiscal Year 2006 Urban Area Security
Initiative (UASI) to fund the salary and
fringe benefits of the county’s Office of
Emergency Management’s domestic
preparedness planner, Selena Carroll.
According to the resolution, the posi-
tion is to support the implementation of
OEM’s Regional Incident Management
response plan.

Jim Lowney of the county’s public
information office told The Westfield
Leader and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times that New Jersey
Homeland Security and Preparedness
Director Richard Canas “is restruc-
turing the department.” He said Mr.
Canas has opted to reduce the num-
ber of domestic preparedness plan-
ners for the 21 counties to seven while
also continuing to fund positions for
Newark and Jersey City.

Mr. Lowney said Friday that Union
County is among seven that would
continue to be funded, along with
Bergen, Essex, Hudson, Middlesex,
Morris and Passaic counties.

Union County received $844,459
last year out of the $13.4 million
distributed by New Jersey to counties
in July, according to the state’s Home-
land Security and Preparedness
website. The Federal Homeland Se-
curity Department has announced that
Homeland Security grants for 2007
will total $746.9 million for UASI, an
increase of $36.2 million over last
year.

The state received a total of $52
million in Homeland Security funds
in May from the federal government,
a decrease of $4.5 million from 2005.
Of the total amount, $34.3 million
was for UASI funds.

At last week’s meeting, Harold
Gibson, the county’s public safety
director, told the board, “The director
(Canas) made a decision that all 21
positions funded through that pro-
cess would be eliminated.”

Freeholder Dan Sullivan said, “It
sounds short-sighted.”

Mr. Gibson said, “There are suffi-
cient dollars (in the county budget)” to
fund the position through the end of
2007. He said the elimination of many
of the county domestic preparedness
directors would be effective by July.

The board accepted funding for
$81,500 from the UASI to fund the
county’s critical infrastructure coor-
dinator within the Union County
Prosecutor’s Office of Counter Ter-
rorism Task Force “to support the
implementation of the National In-
frastructure Protection Plan.” From
the same grant program, the board
accepted $105,000 for the OEM to
implement the county’s Regional

Management Response Plan.
When asked the future of the infra-

structure coordinator beyond this year,
Prosecutor’s Office Investigations
Supervisor David Hancock said, “At
this point I don’t know the answer to
that.” He noted the importance of the
position, held by Phil Spinelli, “to
protect (the county) from the possi-
bility of attack” by securing “hard
and some soft (terrorism) targets.”

In other business, County Manager
George Devanney said the recent
county-sponsored shared services
conference at Kean University was
attended by “virtually every munici-
pality” in the county. He said after the
meeting that the county would seek
grants to fund initiatives in areas in-
cluding information technologies and
a regional communications/911 dis-
patching system. Up to 60 services
were identified at the conference as
potentials for shared services.

The county is also looking into a
countywide e-mail system for local
governments and the county to uti-
lize. “We could communicate a lot
easier that way,” Mr. Devanney said.

He said the county is looking at
how it could coordinate municipal
court nights in light of new security
measures requiring metal detectors
and increased security in local courts.
Freeholder Chairwoman Bette Jane
Kowalski said the county already
transports municipal prisoners to the
county jail and that this could be an
extension of those services.

In terms of any talk at the state of
consolidation of governments, Mr.
Devanney said, “We are not here to
jam anything down anyone’s throats.”
He said state officials are talking of
getting a consensus and that voter
approval would be necessary for any-
thing such proposal.

During the agenda meeting that pre-
ceded the regular meeting, Charles
Sigmund, county director of Parks,
Recreation and Facilities, said the
county will re-bid a proposal for a new
chilling system at the Warinanco Skat-
ing Center within four to six weeks,
with the system installed by next fall.

During the public comment part of
the meeting, Tina Renna, president of
the Union County Watchdog Asso-
ciation, said the county is not follow-
ing its own laws. She said the county
requires that county-owned vehicles
issued to employees who reside out-
side the county are restricted to be
used within the county.

“I found that you are blatantly break-
ing your own laws,” she told the board.

She said Sheriff Ralph Froehlich
used 17,339 miles and 1,140 gallons
in gas, while Undersheriff and State
Assemblyman Joseph Cryan used
22,821 miles and 1,194 gallons in gas
and Undersheriff Gerald Green used
8,854 miles and 619 gallons of gas.
She questioned why Mr. Cryan had a
higher usage of his car than Mr. Green.

She also said Mr. Sigmund put
17,453 miles on his county car and
consumed over 1,000 gallons of gas.
In a blog column on the same subject,
she said the director resides in
Monmouth County and used to rent a
building owned by the county.
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Former Assistant Union County Prosecutor

Kathy Marques  for The Westfield Leader and The Times
EXCELLENT…86-year-old Garwood resident Anne Leonard poses after being
congratulated at the January 23 borough council meeting for being named one of
11 recipients of the 2007 Women of Excellence Award by Union County. The
awards will be presented at 6:30 p.m. on March 3 at the Westwood in Garwood.

Town 2006 yr. 2007 yr. Diff.
Berkeley Heights 1,797 1,842 45
Clark 1,277 1,397 120
Cranford 1,382 1,466 84
Elizabeth  927 1,036 109
Fanwood 1,345 1,424 79
Garwood 1,169 1,123 (46)
Hillside 830 937 107
Kenilworth 1,153 1,220 67
Linden 900 977 77
Mountainside 2,038 2,110 72
New Providence 1,678 1,756 78
Plainfield 855 951 96
Rahway 889 965 76
Roselle 800 861 61
Roselle Park 929 1,010 81
Scotch Plains 1,583 1,693 110
Springfield 1,345 1,380 35
Summit 2,937 3,145 208
Union 1,027 1,037 10
Westfield 2,175 2,315 140
Winfield 68 63 (5)

Union County, NJ Tax Plans 2007
($ Assessment for Average Household)

TAXES RISING…Union County Manager George Devanney unveiled his
$414-million executive budget, which proposes a $268-million county tax, an
increase of $41.3 million over last year. The chart below depicts average county
taxes for towns based on the plan. The document will now go to the freeholders
finance committee for meetings that begin next month. The budget will be
introduced in May and adopted in June. For towns such as Westfield and Scotch
Plains, the county tax is about 20 percent of the total property tax bill.


