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POLICE BLOTTER

GW BOE: Voting Districts
To Be Moved to Library
By KATHY MARQUES

 Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – Garwood Board of
Education member Christine
Guarriero said at the board’s January
16 meeting that due to safety con-
cerns about having voting polls in the
borough’s schools, the borough will
relocate one of its voting places.

“Due to citizens’ concern over safety
interactions between adults and stu-
dents, the election location will be
moved from the (Lincoln) school to the
(borough) library,” Ms. Guarriero said.

According to the borough’s clerk’s
website, residents living in districts
three and four will now vote at the
library, located at 411 Lincoln Av-
enue and attached to the school build-
ing. District one voters will continue
to cast ballots at the firehouse at 415
South Avenue, while district two vot-
ers will continue to vote at Borough
Hall at 403 South Avenue.

BOE member Barbara Greet spoke
about the Vision 6 program, through
which “teachers at their desk can see
what every student is viewing on their
computer, live. It will prevent stu-
dents from viewing a webpage that
they shouldn’t be seeing.”

The Parent and Teacher Association
(PTA) will hold a clothing drive on
Saturday, March 31. PTA representa-
tive Debbie Courtney spoke about four
new $500 scholarships; two for well-
rounded students, one a citizen award
for the student who contributes to the
community and the one for visual and
performing arts achievements.

The PTA book fair will be held on
Wednesday, February 21. “We are al-
ways looking for volunteers,” she said.

Union County Educational Ser-
vices Commission (UCESC) repre-
sentative Linda Koenig spoke about
the recent passing of Elizabeth High
School Coach Frank Cicarell, who
was a member of the Rahway Board
of Education, UCESC and the Colle-
giate Basketball Officials Associa-
tion. Mr. Cicarell, who was 79, was
employed by Elizabeth High School
for more than 55 years. “He was a
hard worker, loved by many, and will
be surely missed,” Ms. Koenig said.

In other matters, resident John
Conlin of Hemlock Avenue asked the
BOE for its opinion about the recent
state legislative proposal that would
cease requiring New Jersey schools
to teach about Veterans Day, Memo-
rial Day, Arbor Day and Commodore
John Barry Day (September 13). Cur-
rently, New Jersey schools must ob-
serve the holidays under a 1967 law
designed to promote “the develop-
ment of a higher spirit of patriotism.”

The law would not ban schools
from holding holiday commemora-
tions but would stop requiring schools
to honor the days and guaranteeing

children would learn about veterans.
“It’s very sad to think that schools

will not teach students about these
days. People gave their lives for this
country. I think the BOE should ad-
dress this issue,” Mr. Conlin said.

Board President Adele Lewis told
Mr. Conlin the board will “look into it.”

Mr. Conlin also thanked the BOE,
saying, “Sometimes, people come to
meetings and complain. But I want to
thank you for all the hard work you
do. You put in many hours for the
community and do a terrific job.”

Westfield Resident Injured
During Robbery Attempt
By SUZETTE F. STALKER

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – A Westfield resident
was assaulted last Thursday shortly after
getting off a bus on the 500 block of North
Avenue, East by a man who struck her
with a blunt object and then attempted to
steal her pocketbook, police said.

Sergeant Scott Rodger of the Westfield
Police Department said the 41-year-old
victim was walking east after exiting the
bus around 7 p.m. when she was passed
by a man walking west who then struck
her with what she believed was a rock.

After the victim fell to the ground, the
suspect tried to take her pocketbook. The
woman kicked and screamed, Sgt. Rodger
said, and a passing motorist witnessed the
incident and stopped at the scene. The
suspect, who was unable to wrest the
purse from the woman, then fled south
toward the railroad tracks.

The victim herself dialed 911 while the
motorist remained with her at the scene,
Sgt. Rodger said.

Police described the suspect as a black
male having a light complexion and dark
eyes, between 20 and 30 years of age,
standing five feet and nine inches tall and
weighing 170 to 180 pounds with a mus-
cular build. He was wearing a gray wool

hat and green camouflage jacket.
Westfield Rescue Squad personnel

transported the victim, who was bleeding
profusely from the head following the
assault, to Overlook Hospital in Summit.
There was no further word on her condi-
tion. Sgt. Rodger said no similar incidents
had been reported.

Anyone with information can contact
the police department at (908) 789-6086.

Notice to Chamber of
Commerce Members
The Westfield Leader has offered to

assist the Westfield Area Chamber of
Commerce (WACC) recruitment by
providing a one-year free subscrip-
tion to the newspaper for new mem-
bers. This offer is for new members
only. We have also offered to provide
an eight-week introductory subscrip-
tion to WACC members who are not
current subscribers.

The newsletter distributed by
WACC to its members is being inter-
preted that existing subscribers who
are WACC members will now receive
the newspaper at no charge. This is
not the case and we regret the confu-
sion that this has caused.

To WACC members who are not
subscribers who wish to receive the
introductory eight-week subscription,
please fill out the form at goleader.com/
subscribe and write in the comment
field “WACC Introductory Offer.”

Thank you for your help and un-
derstanding.

Horace Corbin, Publisher

WFD Assist at Fire
Scene in Elizabeth

WESTFIELD – The Westfield Fire
Department was among units from
multiple communities that responded
Saturday to the 10-alarm fire in row
houses in Elizabeth that left 50 people
homeless.

According to published reports, the
3 a.m. blaze destroyed homes along
an entire city block, located between
460 and 478 Spring Street off of
Routes 1&9. The fire started in one of
the brick-faced buildings and quickly
spread through cocklofts of the at-
tached buildings.

Westfield sent an engine to cover at
one of the city’s firehouses and later
assisted at the fire scene, according to
Westfield Fire Chief Dan Kelly. Later
in the day, town firefighters responded
to a two-alarm fire in Springfield, and
on Sunday they responded to a two-
alarm blaze in Cranford. The depart-
ment also helped Plainfield at a fire
on Monday, the chief said.

Residents seeking to assist in help-
ing families left homeless by the
Elizabeth fire are asked to call Alli-
ance 2000 New Jersey at (908) 298-
9555.

OLD NEWS MADE NEW AGAIN...Left to right, Dan Weiss, Fanwood Memorial
Library director, Meg Kolaya, Scotch Plains Public Library director, and Victoria
McCabe of The Leader/Times examine 10 gigabytes of 1,156 searchable, electronic
weekly editions of The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times newspapers dating from
1963 to 1989. The libraries and The Times are about two-thirds complete in
converting the newspaper archives to electronic form. The remainder of the
conversion work and a public distribution plan await funding considerations. The
Times archives from 1998 to the present are available at timesnj.com.

Westfield
Sunday, January 14, Peter H. Skrdlant,

48, of Union was arrested on Roanoke
Road on a traffic warrant issued by the
Hillside Court. He was released after post-
ing $90 bail.

Monday, January 15, Michael D.
Mankowski, 20, of Rahway was arrested
on Lake Avenue and Raritan Road in
Clark on a $99 traffic warrant issued by
the Westfield Court. He was committed
on default of bail to the Union County
jail.

Monday, January 15, an Ayliffe Av-
enue resident reported the unlawful entry
into his motor vehicle, which was parked
in his driveway. Northing was reported
missing from the vehicle.

Wednesday, January 17, Darlene Cone,
44, of Irvington was arrested at the Sum-
mit Police Department on charges of forg-
ery, theft by deception, identity theft and
possession of false documents. Cone al-
legedly forged the name of a Westfield
resident in order to cash a check. She was
being held in lieu of $10,000 bail at the
Union County jail.

Wednesday, January 17, Ambrose
Smith, 29, and Bryan Roberts, 26, both of
Plainfield, were arrested during a motor
vehicle stop in the 600 block of North
Avenue, West. Smith was held on a no-
bail Union County Sheriff’s Department
warrant, while Roberts was held on a
traffic warrant issued by Plainfield. Smith
was turned over to the Union County
Sheriff’s Department. Roberts posted
$236 bail and was released.

Friday, January 19, Tanashia Johnson,
32, of Newark was arrested for contempt
of court on a criminal warrant with bail in
the amount of $200 after being taken into
custody at the Somerset County jail. She
was committed on default of bail to the

Union County jail.
Saturday, January 20, Andrew Cantor,

18, of Westfield was arrested on North
Chestnut Street and charged with posses-
sion of less than 50 grams of marijuana. He
was released on his own recognizance.

Scotch Plains
Monday, January 15, a resident of For-

est Road told police a friend called him
repeatedly and asked him for money.

Tuesday, January 16, a resident of West
Court said someone opened up an unau-
thorized credit card in the victim’s name.
It is unknown how the suspects obtained
her information, police said.

Wednesday, January 17, a student at
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
reported that someone removed the lock
off his gym locker and took his cell phone.

Friday, January 19, a contractor work-
ing in town reported that a friend of the
victim’s employer struck the contractor
in the face with an open hand after an
argument over work being done.

Friday, January 19, Daniella Leslie,
19, of North Plainfield was arrested for an
outstanding warrant out of Clark after
being stopped for a motor vehicle viola-
tion.

Saturday, January 20, the owner of a
Plainfield Avenue business reported be-
ing the victim of extortion. According to
police, a former employee demanded
money from the company. The detective
bureau is investigating the incident, po-
lice said.

Fanwood
Tuesday, January 16, Clauvice

Sthilaire, 48, of Jersey City was arrested
on outstanding warrants from East Or-
ange and Cranford after a motor vehicle
stop on Martine Avenue.

Wednesday, January 17, Kenneth L.
Johnson, Jr., 26, of Plainfield was ar-
rested on an active warrant out of
Plainfield after a motor vehicle stop on
Terrill Road.

Wednesday, January 17, Jacquelin D.
Coley, 42, of Plainfield was arrested on
an outstanding Watchung warrant after a
motor vehicle stop on South Avenue.

Sunday, January 21, Troy Dorsey, 39,
of North Plainfield was arrested on an
outstanding Patterson warrant after a
motor vehicle stop on South Avenue.

Monday, January 22, Cathy R. Fernandes,
35, of Cranford was arrested following a
motor vehicle stop on Midway Avenue for
an outstanding Newark warrant.

Mountainside
Friday, January 19, Carlton Sharpton,

51, of Newark was arrested at the Hudson
County jail for a violation of a court order.

Sunday, January 21, Miriam J.
Coleman, 29, of Plainfield was arrested
for driving with a suspended license fol-
lowing a motor vehicle stop for speeding
on Route 22.

Past Westfield Bond Referendum Data
This year’s bond is the fourth bond

that Westfield voters have approved in
the past nine years.

In December of 2004, Westfield vot-
ers approved a $1.381-million bond ref-
erendum to install a new artificial turf
field and new running track at Kehler
Stadium. The referendum passed by 75
votes – 1,371 to 1,298 – in a vote that
brought out 2,667 residents (a 13-per-
cent turnout).

The 2004 bond aimed to make Kehler
Stadium a year-round facility and to
increase its possible uses from football
and state tournament soccer to allow
girls’ and boys’ soccer and lacrosse,
field hockey and town recreation leagues
to use the field.

Construction took place in the summer
of 2005, and the Westfield High School
girls’ soccer team played the field’s inau-
gural game on September 9 of that year.

The 2004 bond is being paid off over
a 10-year period, costing the average
Westfield family approximately $18 per
year; the field’s estimated lifespan is 12
to 15 years.

In 2000, 29 percent of eligible voters
approved a $21-million bond to fund
construction at Westfield High School
and Kehler Stadium. The bond passed
2,564 to 742, greater than a three-to-one
margin.

The 2000 bond made possible a 55,000-
foot addition to the WHS science wing,
general renovations to the WHS building

In December of 1998, residents sup-
ported an $11.73-million bond referen-
dum to provide new classrooms in mul-
tiple schools, to cable classrooms and
libraries for technology and to perform
capital improvements, including bring-
ing lavatories into compliance with the
Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA),
replacing floors and expanding the Wil-
son School library.

The 1998 bond passed 2,800 to 1,033
in a vote that drew 19 percent of eligible
voters to the polls.

GW Council Considers
Center St. Restrictions

By KATHY MARQUES
Specially Written for the Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – The borough coun-
cil Tuesday night heard details of an
ordinance in preparation by Borough
Attorney Robert Renaud that pro-
poses to prohibit parking Monday
through Friday from 7 to 9 a.m. on
Center Street between North and
South Avenues.

This ordinance is being considered
due to school traffic at the time pe-
riod. Multiple residents raised con-
cerns to borough officials regarding
the traffic flow in the area.

Council President Charles
Lombardo presided over the January
23 meeting, as Mayor Dennis
McCarthy was out sick.

Councilman Walter Tucker spoke
about making an ordinance that would
allow the borough to charge utility
companies a fixed amount of money
to cover the cost of having a police
officer and vehicle on the scene to
control traffic flow.

“Other towns charge an amount,
which covers for the gas and wear and
tear of the vehicles,” said Mr. Tucker.

Mr. Lombardo thanked Borough
Clerk Christina Ariemma about orga-
nizing a calendar of events that was
added to the towns’ website.

“This is a great asset to the website
and if anyone would like their event
placed on the calendar, please contact
[Ms.] Ariemma,” Mr. Lombardo said.

He spoke about the Easter Egg Hunt
that will take place at the little league

field on March 31. Registration be-
gins at 11:45 a.m.

“The Easter Bunny will be present
and there will be about 1,000 to 1,500
eggs hidden,” he added.

Mr. Lombardo spoke about Febru-
ary 2 being National Wear Red Day.
The American Heart Association’s
website describes the day as “a way
to support the fight against heart dis-
ease in women and a way to raise
awareness of heart disease and
stroke.”

In other business, Mr. Lombardo
congratulated soon-to-be 86-year-old
Garwood resident Anne Leonard for
being one of 11 recipients of the 2007
Women of Excellence Award.

There will be a ceremonial event at
The Westwood Restaurant on March
3 at 6:30 p.m.

She told The Westfield Leader that
she received a letter from the Union
County Commission of the Status of
Women and Freeholder Chairwoman
Bette Jane Kowalski, stating that she
won a lifetime achievement award
“because of my hard work and com-
mitment to the community.”

“This is my first time and I’m very
excited,” Ms. Leonard added.

Councilman and liaison to the Rec-
reation Commission Keith Sluka
spoke about the winter ceramics event
that will be held on January 31 at the
little league field house. “The recre-
ation commission is also working on
a setting up a ski trip and have many
other ideas in mind,” Mr. Sluka said.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

WF Voters Approve Bond
learning environment for all of our
youngest students,” Mr. Foley said.
“This will allow all of our students to
start their education as one group.”

The district plans to convert the Lin-
coln School into an early childhood
learning center for kindergarten and
pre-k disabled students. This includes
Autistic children, as well as some stu-
dents who currently receive educational
services in other school districts.

The BOE proposed the bond to
provide space for special-needs chil-
dren that would promote mainstream
integration and provide an age-ap-
propriate educational environment for
all pre-k and kindergarten students.

Linda Habgood, chairwoman of the
Citizens Advisory Committee on En-
rollment (CACE), said the bond would
allow the district to make the most use
out of existing facilities while keeping
the class size below 25 students.

“There were many complicated is-
sues in this bond,” she said. “There
was a real effort to communicate to
the public what the district needed,

Wayne Baker for The Westfield Leader
GETTING THE COUNT…Westfield school personnel and school bond support-
ers await voting results Tuesday night at Roosevelt Intermediate School’s library.
The public approved the bond. Pictured, from left to right, are: Amy Seid of the
citizens committee, board of education member Rich Solomon, Schools Public
Information spokeswoman Lorre Korecky and Superintendent of Schools Will-
iam Foley.

and I think the needs came across to
the voters.”

According to Ms. Habgood,
Westfield registered its largest first
grade since the 1970s. The BOE ex-
pects first-grade registration for next
year to be similar to the last class.
This placed a burden on the district to
come up with a plan to keep class size
down while providing a quality edu-
cation to all of the students in the
Westfield district, she said.

Over the course of the last year, the
BOE sought ideas and input from the
community and created a committee
to explain to the residents what was
being done. The board believes
Tuesday’s vote confirmed the job
these groups did.

“There were many complicated is-
sues that needed to be communicated
to the voters,” Ms. Habgood said.
“The bond was the combination of all
of these solutions.”

For information on the past three
bonds put before Westfield voters,
see the sidebar and chart below.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Mountainside Board of Ed.

home years ago and later converted to
an eating establishment.

“It was a very popular restaurant.
It’s a shame because it’s destroyed,”
he said. “The most important thing is
nobody was injured.”

Ray Chmiel, vice president of con-
struction for Charlie Brown’s, said
the company plans to rebuild the res-
taurant.

“Old balloon-frame buildings – fires
are tough to fight once they get into the
walls.” He added, “Employees (at the
Scotch Plains restaurant) are expected
to be moved to other stores.”

Pictures of the fire are available at
goleader.com/photos.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Drinking
nies and individual choices. How-
ever, he said, a new law is needed to
address wild, “Animal House-type
parties.”

James Debbie, the Mountainside
police chief, said the borough is in the
process of passing an ordinance that
would empower police to arrest and
charge underage individuals with pos-
session of alcohol on private prop-
erty.

“We have efforts underway to in-
troduce an ordinance that would ad-
dress these situations,” Mr. Debbie
said. “We are waiting for the ordi-
nance to be reviewed by the borough
lawyers before the council brings it
up for a vote.”

The Mountainside law would be
modeled after a law in Cranford that
lawmakers passed after a similar situ-
ation involving underage drinking in a
private home occurred, Mr. Debbie
said.

would be cut for next year by $30,000.
“We did not stop buying books,” he
said. “We just didn’t increase the dol-
lar amount.”

Administration professional ser-
vices and supplies will decrease by
$18,000. He said all budget presenta-
tions between now and the end of
March will be posted at
mountainsideschools.net. He encour-
aged residents to e-mail him with
questions at
romalley@mountainsideschools.org.
The board and budget vote will be
Tuesday, April 17.

Mr. O’Malley presented a mid-year
report of the six district goals, outlin-
ing action steps taken towards achiev-
ing them.

He said the first goal are to improve
student achievement by focusing on
areas of improvement for individual
students, frequent classroom obser-
vation, developing quarterly perfor-
mance evaluations and staff develop-
ment activities to improve the cur-
riculum are among the steps that have
been taken. Officials also want to
focus on curriculum by implement-
ing “new and innovative” programs,
online learning opportunities and
adopting and implementing new poli-
cies.

Mr. O’Malley said the district wants
to also focus on maintaining a “supe-
rior staff,” through curriculum devel-
opment of teachers, continued pro-
fessional development opportunities
and encouraging the staff to obtain
National Board Certification and “im-
proving communication with (spe-

cial education students’) parents and
developing “monthly goal reports.”

The fifth goal is to “ensure quality
management, financial integrity,
meaningful accountability and an ef-
fective operating infrastructure.”

Some steps towards achieving this
goal, the CSA said, have been to
“develop and implement new finan-
cial procedures” and “develop a three-
year plan for dissolution money,” re-
ferring to money received when the
district de-regionalized.

In addition, steps have been taken
to review and evaluate the district’s
emergency management plan and do
analysis of construction projects.

Mr. O’Malley said the district is
“on the map as one of the premiere
districts” for academics and teach-
ing.

The CSA’s report is available on
the district website.

The BOE approved a resolution to
keep the monthly $175 tuition for the
pre-school program in 2007-2008.
The tuition was implemented this
school year.

The board approved LAL, math
and science teachers for preparation
instruction for the Grade Eight Profi-
ciency Assessment (GEPA).

To accommodate more students,
sessions will be held two days a week.
LAL and math instruction will be
offered in the morning and afternoon;
science will be offered in the after-
noon only. Classes run from Febru-
ary 5 to March 9 and cost $35 per
session.

The BOE discussed hiring school
policy and regulations consultant
Strauss Esmay Associates (SEA) to
help the district revise and maintain
its existing policy manual. The revi-
sion process is expected to take about
a year.

The initial cost of hiring SEA is
$8,500. Board President John Perrin
said he anticipates a vote on the agenda
soon.

“It’s a huge project,” said Mr.
O’Malley.

Board member Marybeth
Schaumberg added, “It’s a much
more huge project without these
folks help,” calling it “insurmount-
able.”

In other business, Mr. Perrin an-
nounced the BOE and Mountainside
Education Association (MEA) would
meet February 5 to begin discussing
contract negotiations for district em-
ployees. Negotiations are done in
closed session and proposals made at
the “bargaining table” will not be
discussed publicly.

The BOE will meet Tuesday, Feb-
ruary 13, at 7:30 p.m. in the
Beechwood School Media Center.
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SP Fire


