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$9.4-MILLION SCHOOL BOND REFERENDUM – ‘Yes’ is Approval, ‘No’ is Disapproval
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Foley, BOE Members Say Bond
Would Alleviate School Overcrowding
By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – Superintendent
William Foley and two members of
the Westfield Board of Education
(BOE) visited The Westfield Leader
offices on Thursday to discuss the
$9.4-million bond ordinance to be
decided on Tuesday, January 23.
Mr. Foley, BOEVice President Ginny
Leiz and Beth Cassie, BOE member
and chairwoman of both the Long Range
Planning and Citizens Advisory Com-

mittee on Enrollment (CACE), said
classroom overcrowding could be relieved by the bond’s passage.
In addition, the contingent believes
that Lincoln School, which would become an early-childhood center, would
not only conserve space in elementary
schools to dedicate for music and art
rooms but would also save the district
about $20,000 per special-needs child
by educating them in-district.
Mr. Foley said, “With facing pressures for space, this is the best way I

Horace R. Corbin for The Westfield Leader

BOND ‘007…The Westfield superintendent of schools and board of education
members visited The Westfield Leader office on Thursday to discuss how, if passed,
the $9.4-million bond referendum would alleviate overcrowding in schools.
Seated, from left to right, are Ginny Leiz, BOE vice president; Michael Pollack,
education editor; Paul Peyton, assignment editor; Beth Cassie, BOE member and
chairwoman of both the Long Range Planning and Citizens Advisory Committee
on Enrollment, and Superintendent of Schools William Foley.

Foerst Says Sales Tax
Responsible for Pool Hike
By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – Recreation Director
Bruce Kaufman gave the town council
an update Tuesday night on issues surrounding the Westfield Memorial Pool,
with Fourth Ward Councilman Jim
Foerst accounting “the bulk” of 2007
pool membership increases to the newly
expanded state sales tax that now includes pool memberships.
Mr. Kaufman said the pool is currently “undergoing some architectural
drawings for upgrade and replacement
of the main pool and replacement and
upgrade of the ‘kiddie’ pool. These
replacements will take effect at the
close of this pool season and be ready
for the opening of the 2008 season.”
Mr. Foerst said the increases in pool
fees are twofold. He said the pool is
not a taxpayer-supported entity, and
the hikes are due in part to recommendations from the recreation commission to cover operating expenses.
However, “the major bulk,” he said,
is the 7-percent sales tax mandated
by the state. “The council acted last
year to oppose the tax on commuter
parking permit fees and pay stations,”
he added. “I commend the council for
doing that. This is another situation
where we have another 7-percent sales
tax on the users of that pool. While I
think it’s inappropriate for the state to
do that, we have to incorporate (the
tax) and take certain actions to collect
it and distribute it to the state.”
Mr. Kaufman also said town playground equipment would be in compliance with state regulations by October. He said the commission has
purchased, and has on hand, equipment for Windsor, Gumbert and
Tamaques parks. After Windsor is
completed, he said, the committee
would award a contract to put
Mindowaskin in compliance.
The council held advertised hearings
on two ordinances amending the town
code for police and fire departments.
Both ordinances, which passed unanimously, specify a formal composition

of both departments. After the meeting,
Town Administrator Jim Gildea said
the matters were done in order for the
town to be in “statutory compliance
with the state before codification.”
Town Engineer Ken Marsh said a
sanitary sewer main broke at Seneca
Place and Forest Avenue. Mr. Marsh
said, “We have a crew out there now
assessing it; contractors are making
repairs. They’ll ‘TV’ the line and try
to determine the extent of the damages. Right now, only one home has
been affected.”
The council honored Boy Scout Tom
Hogaboom at the beginning of the meeting. A member of troop no. 73, Tom
built a Westfield World War II Memorial for his Eagle Scout project. He
raised $35,500 in cash donations for the
memorial, which was dedicated during
Veteran’s Day last November.
Using $2,500 of his surplus funds, he
purchased replacement flags for the
town. Acting Mayor Mark Ciarrocca
accepted the flags on behalf of Mayor
Andy Skibitsky and the town council.

can conjure to deal with it…I do
believe from a dollar standpoint, it’s
good value, and we have a facility
that is underutilized in Lincoln.”
When broken down, the bond’s largest component is the $6-million appropriation to transform the Hillcrest
Academy on Westfield Avenue into a
facility that would house morning
and afternoon kindergarten, transitional kindergarten, pre-school handicapped and autistic children.
Last August, a state administrativelaw judge decided to allow Hillcrest
Academy to remain at Lincoln School,
which the Union County Education
Services Commission (UCESC) leases
from the BOE, until June 30.
The BOE did not renew the lease
following a May 3 incident in which
police arrested six Hillcrest students
who were charged with stealing a
bicycle and a car.
If the bond passes and Hillcrest does
not find a home, Mr. Foley said, “We’d
go to the education commissioner
(Lucille Davey) and ask for a ruling
ordering them to vacate the premises.”
Mr. Foley said the original recommendation of the advisory committee
was to mimic Summit and build a
childhood center on each side of town,
creating a “pod” each at Washington
and Jefferson Elementary Schools.
That option, he said, would have
cost about $8.2 million and didn’t
offer the same number of rooms. Then,
he said, “when we had the problems
at Lincoln with Hillcrest Academy, it
became clear that that was not going
to be acceptable.”
Mr. Foley said “as we worked more
and more with Lincoln, we felt that
the early-childhood center, while not
the panacea, would make a significant dent in our classroom shortage
and provide a reasonable prospect to
get those music and art rooms.”
According to the Department of
Education’s “October 15 Report,”
which shows a district’s enrollment,
in 1997 Westfield had 4,877 students
as compared to 6,060 students last
year. The first through fifth grades
cumulatively in 1997 contained 2,100
kids. In 2006, Westfield educated
2,477 in the same range. Mr. Foley
expects similar enrollment in 2010,
judging by the current trend.
In terms of overcrowding, in the
New Jersey School Report Card from
2004-2005, when comparing average
elementary class sizes in “high achieving school districts” in Union County,
Scotch Plains-Fanwood’s (SP-F) Evergreen Elementary had third and
fourth grades averaging 18 and 18.7,
respectively, while Jefferson averaged
22.8 and 20.8, respectively. SP-F’s
McGinn Elementary School housed
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Fanwood Woman, 20, Dies
In High-Speed Rt. 22 Crash
By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE – A 20-yearold Fanwood resident was killed early
Saturday morning in a one-car crash
in Mountainside just past the Springfield border.
According to police, the accident
occurred off Route 22 at Sheffield
Street at 12:41 a.m. when the 1997
Green Acura driven by Chantal
Mueller went off the roadway and
struck a telephone pole before crossing the front lawns of multiple
Sheffield Street properties, striking
numerous small trees and bushes and
coming to rest in a water-retention
basin.
“There (were) no skid marks there,
so we couldn’t get a (grasp) on how

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader

TRAGEDY…Friends and loved ones left flowers and candles at the site of Chantal
Mueller’s fatal car crash. The 20-year-old Fanwood resident died early Saturday in
Mountainside just past the Springfield border.

fast she was going,” Mountainside
Police Captain Richard Osieja said.
He added that Ms. Mueller was likely
traveling “well over the speed limit,”
which is posted at 45 mph.
He said Ms. Mueller was traveling
alone and there were no other vehicles near her at the time of the
accident.
The force of the impact flung a 14foot section of the telephone pole 75
feet. Ms. Mueller “was ejected out
the back of the rear window of the
car” and was found motionless alongside of the car, according to the accident report. Captain Osieja said Ms.
Mueller’s vehicle was “demolished.”
He added that an autopsy was completed on the victim but the toxicology report would not be completed
for 30 days. The captain said any
comments prior to receipt of the report would be “speculation.”
Paramedics from Overlook Hospital, the Springfield First Aid Squad
and the Mountainside Volunteer Fire
Department all responded to the scene,
according to the accident report.
A student at Union County College, Ms. Mueller was a 2004 graduate of Union High School. Born in
Elizabeth, she lived most of her life in
Union before moving to Fanwood.
Funeral services were held yesterday, Wednesday, January 17, at the
Rossi Funeral Home in Scotch Plains.
She is survived by her parents,
Charles W. and Silvania Mueller; her
brother, Charles S. Mueller; her sister, Andrea Mueller, and her maternal
grandparents, Jose and Yolanda
Ibanez. Her paternal grandparents,
Sigmund A. and Margaret M. Mueller,
predeceased her.

Wayne Baker for The Westfield Leader

WE SHALL OVERCOME…Reverend Robert H. Taylor, Sr., left, pastor of St. Luke’s AME Zion Church, and Noel Brown
of the Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Association, lead Monday’s procession from Westfield’s memorial to Dr. King to the
Presbyterian Church on Mountain Avenue and East Broad Street. Mr. Brown, who grew up in segregated Birmingham, Ala.
and saw Dr. King regularly, led the group in singing “We Shall Overcome.” A service remembering Dr. King followed the
procession and also recognized the winners of the essay, poetry and art contest. For additional photos, see goleader.com/photos.

Foley Doesn’t ‘Support’ Levels
Of Fear Concerning Child Safety
By CARALINE KOELLHOFFER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — The board of education approved the revision of the
2007-2008 school year calendar on
Tuesday, clustering the shortened
four-hour days needed for parentteacher conferences at the elementary schools on November 5, 6 and 7,
and ending that week with schools
closed for teachers’ professional days.
Superintendent of Schools William Foley said this revision would
keep October free of four-hour days
and will help alleviate some concerns
about security at the schools on Election Day.
“I spoke to elementary principals,”
he said. “Their biggest problem with
Election Day is that typically, the
cafeteria is used for voting, which
makes it difficult for them to cover
the kids at lunchtime. So, from that
standpoint, having a single-session
day on Election Day works out better.”
Town resident Amy Chin of 459
Whittier Avenue still expressed concern about security, predominantly at
Roosevelt Intermediate School, where
students walk in and out of the building throughout the day, and at Franklin
Elementary, where the entranceway
for voting is separate from the actual
polling location.
Ms. Chin spoke in regard to the
students’ safety. “Things have
changed over the years,” she said.
“I disagree,” said Mr. Foley. “They
haven’t changed. What have changed
are people’s attitudes. I understand
that there is a level of fear that exists
right now that I don’t particularly
support.”
Mr. Foley went on to say there are
“numerous” other days that the
schools are open to parents and other
adults. “Are we going to close the
schools for these programs too?” he
asked. “Are we going to worry that
someone is going to abduct a child
every time a parent enters the building?”
Ms. Chin responded, “We have
made it a policy in this school district
that we want to improve security. And
I feel that we should make it a policy
that we are always vigilant about security.
“And if we are going to be always
vigilant about security, then on days
that we’ve got extra people attending
the school, it might be prudent to look
at having some extra security provided by the Westfield Police Department or an internal service,” she
added. “Otherwise, we are putting a
lot of responsibility on the school

principals.”
Board member Beth Cassie ended
the discussion by suggesting that
principals evaluate their particular
situation and seek aid from the board
if they feel that extra security is
needed.
Business Administrator Robert
Berman presented the projected

spending on employee health insurance for 2007-2008. Rates will increase this year by 9.5 percent for
medical, 8 percent for dental and 9
percent for prescription coverage.
Mr. Berman said these estimates
come in under this year’s insuranceinflation trend increase of 15 percent.

County Wins Appeal in Suit
Brought by Corrections Cop
By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

ELIZABETH – A federal appeals
court affirmed a decision of a lower
court Tuesday by dismissing a lawsuit
against Union County brought by a
former corrections officer who charged
that he was terminated in retaliation for
his testimony against corrections officers in 1998. The county said the officer
was fired for abandoning his job.
However, the Third Circuit Court
of Appeals said the officer, Juan
Espinosa, would not have to repay
$150,000 he received in compensation from May 1998 through his termination in August 2000.
“The Third Circuit Court of Appeals
affirmed the District Court’s dismissal
of the Espinosa complaint. So, barring
Certification by the U.S. Supreme Court
— which is highly unlikely, this case is
as good as over,” said County Counsel
Robert Barry in a memo to County
Manager George Devanney and sent to
The Westfield Leader.
Jim McCreedy of Morristown-based
Wiley, Malehorn & Sirota, whose firm
represented Mr. Espinosa in the appeal along with Montana attorney Tom
Shea, said attorneys are still reviewing
the decision to determine their next
step. He said lawyers could ask for a
motion for the court to reconsider its
decision and/or seek an appeal to the
United States Supreme Court.
“We are still weighing it and what
our options might be,” Mr. McCreedy

said. “We disagree with the ruling but
we respect the decision of the court.”
Mr. Espinosa had assisted the
county’s prosecutor’s office in prosecuting corrections officers involved in
the beating and harassing of Immigration and Naturalization Service (INS)
detainees on June 18, 1995 at the Esmor
Federal Detention Facility in Elizabeth. He wore a recording device while
inside the Union County jail and obtained related documents, and he permitted the prosecutor’s office to record
all phone calls at his residence.
To ensure his safety, the prosecutor’s
office said, according to legal documents, that Mr. Espinosa should leave
his job and in return they would help
him secure other employment in law
enforcement in Florida. The county
agreed to pay $15,000 to cover his
relocation expenses. Mr. Espinosa testified on behalf of the county in front of
a grand jury and at two criminal trials.
On February 12, 1999, Mr. Espinosa
was offered a position with the Atlanta
Police Department. His attorney met
with then-County Manager Michael
Lapolla on February 17 of that year to
discuss “potential job opportunities in
Union County,” his pension and concerns about accepting the Atlanta job,
which paid less than Union County.
“At no time during this meeting did
Lapolla guarantee Espinosa another
position with the county,” legal documents state. After the meeting, Mr.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Westfield to Vote on
School Bond Jan. 23
On Tuesday, January 23,
Westfield residents will vote on a
$9.4-million school bond referendum. Polls will be open from 9
a.m. to 9 p.m.
See this edition’s lead article
for more information, and see full
text of the bond question on page
9.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader

BOND MARKET…A sign outside Westfield’s Wilson Elementary School reminds voters about the $9.4-million bond referendum to be voted on Tuesday,
January 23. The money would go towards Roosevelt and Edison Intermediate
Schools’ renovations and create an “early-childhood center” at Lincoln School.
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MS Appoints Key Positions,
Honors Young Athletes
By GINA LEVINE-LEVY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE — The borough
council Tuesday night passed resolutions appointing its chief financial
officer (CFO), supervisor of accounts
and public defender.
Jill Goode, who is completing her
CFO certification, will serve as CFO
for a $43,000 annual salary. She will
also act as treasurer. Former CFO
Dianne Marus will serve as the parttime supervisor of accounts for a salary not to exceed $15,000.
Mayor Robert Viglianti said the goal
is to have Ms. Marus assist the new
CFO during the “transitional period.”
Attorney James Foerst from the
firm David Spector and Associates, a
Westfield councilman, will replace
former Public Defender Kelly Waters, who resigned to accept a judgeship in Union.
Mr. Foerst’s anticipated term, according to the mayor, is one year. The
council has not yet determined his
salary.
The council passed a resolution of
commendation to honor four young
athletes who received the Keep It
Positive (KIP) award from the InterCounty Youth Soccer League for
“good sportsmanship.”
Residents Nicholas Gordin, Max
Menaker, Kimberly Osieja and Lee
Sport received the KIP awards last
month and were commended by the
council at Tuesday’s meeting.
“This resolution will now go down
in the history of Mountainside,” Councilman Paul Mirabelli said.
“This is one of the nicest things we
as a governing body get to do,” the
mayor added. “For a small community, you have a lot to be proud of
from our children.”
The council passed another resolution recognizing March 2007 as Youth
Art Month to “encourage the support
of quality school art programs for
children and youth.”
In another resolution, the council
renewed its health services contract
for this year with the Westfield Board
of Health for $32,334. The regional
health board provides “basic health
and inspection services as required
under state law,” according to the
resolution.
In other business, the council introduced three separate ordinances. The
first would increase membership fees
for the Mountainside Community
Pool. Memberships for residents
would cost $255 for a family membership, $130 for a single membership and $90 for seniors.
A second would establish the position of website coordinator, for a
$2,600 annual stipend. The governing body announced earlier that assistant recreation director Adam Lieb
would serve as the coordinator in

addition to his duties in the recreation
department.
The third would appropriate $3
million towards the third phase of the
borough’s road-improvement program. Mayor Viglianti said he anticipates the work would cost $2 million,
and said the borough over-appropriated funds to avoid the expense of
rewriting the ordinance, should the
work exceed that amount. He said the
roads to be improved have not been
determined.
The mayor said now that the
borough’s previous five-year roadconstruction program is completed,
Borough Engineer Michael Disko
would compile a new list of roads that
need work based on predetermined
priorities. The list is scheduled to
come out in the spring.
The previous road improvement
project based need on current condition, road traffic and ability to get
outside assistance.
Mr. Mirabelli encouraged residents
who are concerned about their streets
to contact Mr. Disko in the engineering department at (908) 232-2409.
During audience participation, resident Scott Schmedel asked Mayor
Viglianti whether he is considering
the need for a community center and/
or senior housing.
“We recognize that there is a need
for some type of senior-citizen housing in Mountainside,” the mayor said.
He said he is in the “embryo stage” of
researching housing opportunities at
no cost to taxpayers.
Mayor Viglianti said housing options subsidized by the government
would not be exclusive to borough
residents. He said housing built by
private investors would most likely
be unaffordable.
The mayor said he is researching
programs where seniors would live in
“high quality” apartments or town
homes, pay “large” down payments
along with monthly maintenance and
then have the opportunity to sell, interest free, to recover their initial down
payment.
He said the property would be open
to outside residents if they could not
be filled.
“This is the first inning of a nineinning game,” said the mayor, emphasizing that he is in the very early stages
of research. He said he has addressed
many local seniors about the plan and
has received a mixed response.
The mayor said a community center
would most likely be open to all ages,
since seniors would occupy the space
during the day, and youths would occupy it at night. He said such a facility
might or might not be located on the
same premises as senior housing.
The council holds meetings the
second and third Tuesdays of each
month at 8 p.m. in borough hall.

Westfield Postmaster Retires
After 36 Years of Service
WESTFIELD – Kenneth Brown, of Westfield and Mountainside in
postmaster of Westfield and 1995.
Mountainside, officially retired after
Frank Pace has been appointed Of36 years with the Postal
ficer In Charge until a
Service, effective Janunew postmaster is seary 4.
lected.
Born in Brooklyn,
Mr. Brown is a comN.Y., he has resided in
municant at St. Helen’s
Westfield for 50 years.
Church in Westfield, a
He attended Holy Trinmember of the Knights
ity schools and graduof Columbus and an
ated from St. Peter’s
executive board memCollege in Jersey City.
ber of the Westfield
Mr. Brown is also a vetSchool Boosters Assoeran of the U.S. Marine
ciation.
Corps.
Mr. Brown and his
Kenneth Brown
Mr. Brown held a suwife, Ann, a former secpervisor position in Union before his retary to the Westfield fire chief, have
appointment to the position of two daughters, Christine Charlton and
Garwood postmaster. In 1990, he was Robyn Brown Percival, and are the
appointed postmaster of South Or- grandparents of six children, all reange, and was appointed postmaster siding in Westfield.

Espinosa Lawsuit
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Lapolla called one of the department
directors to ask why Mr. Espinosa
was still on the county payroll.
In August 2000, the county was
still paying Mr. Espinosa, at which
point the county sent a letter telling
him to return to his position at the jail
or resign. However, Mr. Espinosa refused to do either and was placed on
leave without pay but continued to
receive health insurance.
Kathy Hatfield of Schenck, Price
Smith & King LLP of Morristown,
said Mr. Espinosa opted not to take
the Atlanta job. He had found parttime and later full-time work with
Parmalat, a dairy product company,
in 1997 but wanted to remain in Union
County in order to stay active in the
state’s pension system. Ms. Hatfield
said Mr. Espinosa was still on the
county payroll and receiving benefits
while he worked for Parmalat.
According to court documents, Mr.
Espinosa sought another position
outside of corrections by letter to the
county but claimed he never received
a response. A disciplinary hearing
officer determined that Mr. Espinosa
“had abandoned his job,” at which
point the county terminated him and
stopped paying benefits. On August
2, 2001, Mr. Espinosa filed a lawsuit
in United States District Court against
the county for violation of his “procedural due process rights” and for “retaliation of the First Amendment.”
“We find Espinosa failed to establish a causal link between his expressive conduct and his termination….,”
the court ruled. “If what Espinosa

claims was true, then it follows that the
county would have terminated him on
August 14, 2000 even if he would have
returned to jail. During his deposition,
however, Espinosa admitted that he
would not have been terminated had
he returned to the jail and started working on August 14, 2000.”
The court states Mr. Espinosa knew
he would come off the payroll at the
conclusion of the trials “because he
was no longer performing any services for the county.”
“We do not see how Espinosa can
now claim the county’s following
through on his intention was in retaliation for his testimony,” the court
stated. They noted that he was paid 27
months back pay after the trials ended
and health insurance for 33 months
by the county. They later said Mr.
Espinosa “received over $100,000
from the county while working at
another job on a full-time basis.”
The court found that his procedural
due process rights were not violated
because of the five-month delay.
“We are very pleased that the circuit
court agreed with the district court to
dismiss this complaint,” Ms. Hatfield
said. “It has been a long road.”
Mr. Espinosa has since moved to
Florida, where he is employed in law
enforcement “at a lower paying job”
than what he made in Union County,
Mr. McCreedy said.
Legal fees for the county as of the
end of 2006 totaled $282,500 for
Schenck, Price, Smith & King LLP of
Morristown and McElroy, Deutsch,
Mulvaney & Carpenter of Morristown.
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POLICE BLOTTER

Courtesy of Scott Mersereau

ABOUT GOVERNMENT…Students at Franklin Elementary School in Westfield
learn about state government last Friday as Senator Tom Kean, Jr. and Assemblyman Jon Bramnick help them act out the roles of the legislature and governor.

Westfield Police Investigate
Series of Vehicle Burglaries
By SUZETTE F. STALKER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – Town authorities
are investigating a string of motor
vehicle burglaries that occurred between Saturday evening and early
Sunday morning on the south side of
Westfield.
Sergeant Scott Rodger of the
Westfield Police Department confirmed to The Westfield Leader Tuesday that more than a dozen vehicles
had been entered while parked in
their owners’ driveways. He said the
vehicles had been unlocked at the
time the incidents occurred.
In several instances, he noted, multiple automobiles had been burglarized at a single address. Most of the
break-ins involved late model vehicles. Money and other items were
removed from some of the vehicles,
while others had nothing taken from

them but had been rifled through, Sgt.
Rodger said.
The streets where the burglaries
occurred, roughly between 8:30 p.m.
on January 13 and 7:30 a.m. on January 14, included Dakota, Nevada and
Wyoming Streets; Ayliffe and Pine
Grove Avenues; Boulevard and
Vernon Terrace.
Among the various property removed from the vehicles were coins,
cash, a double screen DVD player, an
iPod Nano MP3 player, a satellite
radio, a compact disc player and navigational systems.
Two motor vehicles were entered
at one residence on Nevada Street
and another two were burglarized at a
Boulevard home, while three vehicles
were entered at one Ayliffe Avenue
address. According to Sgt. Rodger,
authorities believe the series of incidents are related.

Mountainside Planning
Board Begins New Year
By STEVEN REILLY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE — The
borough’s planning board met on
January 11 for the first time in 2007.
John Tomaine was sworn in to a new
term and re-elected chairman of the
governing body.
Ted Zawislak was named vice chairman; Craig Schwartz was sworn in for
another term as a regular member.
Jeffrey Wass was sworn in as a first
alternate; David Friedenberg was
sworn in as a second alternate. Vincent
Loughlin was appointed board attorney, and Ruth Rees was named board
recording secretary.
The board heard an application for
a three-lot subdivision on Woodland
Avenue and Little Court. The applicant, Primavera Parkview, proposed
dividing two existing residential lots
into three sub-divisions. The application did not contain any variances for

consideration by the board.
The next applicant before the board
sought a variance to build a detached
garage and driveway at a Parkway
Drive residential home.
The board said it would announce
its decisions on both applications at
its Thursday, February 8 meeting.
In other news, the board postponed
two applications until later meetings.
An application to construct a twostory addition to a residential home
on Coles Avenue was postponed indefinitely. An application to permit
music instruction in a residential home
on New Providence Road was postponed until the February 8 meeting.

unleash the
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WF Bond Referendum
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

20.8 kids in fifth grade, as compared to
Washington’s 22.3.
Ms. Leiz said if the bond is defeated, “we can’t guarantee class
size…We could accept a child into
our schools, but we may give flexibility as to where the placement occurs.”
Ms. Cassie said, “The community
was willing to let it (enrollment) get
to there because they thought it was a
temporary thing. So you would go for
the bulge and know that you’re going
to fall back. But now, the indicator is
that we’re going to stay like this and
that’s what people are reacting to.”
The bond would also provide $3
million to expand the Roosevelt cafeteria and library, in addition to making other building renovations. “We’re
doing some refurbishing of (80-yearold) Roosevelt because I think they
need that. It does affect the atmosphere,” Mr. Foley said.
He said there is a disparity of about
50 students entering sixth grade, with
Roosevelt accommodating 280 students
to Edison’s 230. He said the difference
could be solved “not by any great expenditure of money, but by simply taking some students and sending them
from the north side to the south side,
and I think it’s perfectly reasonable to
taxpayers of Westfield to expect parents to be able to cope with that.”
To entice northside students to voluntarily attend Edison – which would
receive 75 energy-efficient windows
in its science wing for $200,000 – the
BOE will attempt two methods suggested by the CACE in September.
The committee proposed not offering bussing to eligible Roosevelt students, while providing bussing to
Edison. Also, Edison’s staff hope to
unveil a “pre-engineering” choice program, with topics including design, the
physics of electricity and robotics.
“If that doesn’t work, then my recommendation (in September 2008)
will be to draw a line and say ‘you go
to Edison,’” Mr. Foley said.
Mr. Foley said one factor causing a
surge in the school-age population is
the recent trend in teardowns. He points
to the 250 knockdowns since 2001 as
possible causes for overcrowding.
“In this year alone, the estimate I got
was 75 (teardowns),” he said. “Every
one of those knockdowns represents an
old person like me who sold their home
to a younger family with children; so, if
you take these numbers and you want to
add a little bump, add about 100 kids to
each one of these numbers and you
have a pretty good idea what your first

grade is going to be.”
However, Mr. Foley said live births
have gone down since 2000. In 2000,
Westfield experienced 455 births. That
number went down in subsequent years
to 422 in 2001, 410 in 2002, 406 in
2003 and 384 in 2004, “which should
result in a slight decrease” in elementary enrollment, Mr. Foley said.
Concerning the option to sell the
Elm Street administration property to
offset costs, he said, “it’s no secret
that the property is valuable.” He
added that if he could find an opportunity to move out “at the right price
and right arrangement,” he would.
“We haven’t found enough benefit
yet,” he said. “We did look at moving
the administration to Lincoln, but when
all was said and done, the architect
was talking about a little over $3 million. How much was I going to get for
Elm? I’m not selling the field, just the
building and the adjoining parking lot.
That would be about $4 million.”
He said realtors told the BOE about
the Torcon building off Central Avenue. “If we could get the price down,
maybe that’s worth the move,” he said.
“Right now, they’re looking at about
$3.2 million. I don’t think there’s enough
net gain to go through the effort”
“If I could pocket $2 million that I
could put in the capital reserve to do
other maintenance and other capital
projects and get a valuable ratable on
the tax bill, that would be a great
thing to do,” he continued.
When asked if his job would be
easier if he didn’t have to deal with
the ‘politics’ and could redistrict as
he wished, Mr. Foley smiled and replied, “If I could be dictator, that
would be great.”
Voting hours on Tuesday are from
9 a.m. to 9 p.m.

Erratum
In a front-page article in the January 11 edition regarding Christmas
tree disposal schedules for Westfield
and Scotch Plains, the Westfield
Conservation Center was incorrectly stated to be on Rahway Avenue. The Conservation Center is
on Lamberts Mill Road. We regret
the error and apologize for any inconvenience it may have caused.
Also, coverage of the Westfield
Board of Adjustment meeting incorrectly reported the name of the
board’s new vice chairman. Christopher Masciale was appointed vice
chairman and Kathy Nemeth was
re-appointed recording secretary.

Westfield
Sunday, January 7, Andrew L. Garrison, 21, of Westfield was arrested on
the 1200 block of West South Avenue
and summonsed for driving while intoxicated. He later was released to a
responsible individual.
Monday, January 8, a Boynton Avenue resident reported the theft of $10
in coins from her apartment. There was
no sign of forced entry and nothing else
reported missing; however, some personal bank papers had been tampered
with.
Wednesday, January 10, Johanna
Henao, 21, of Rahway was arrested on
two outstanding traffic warrants during
a motor vehicle stop at Central Avenue
and Wyoming Street. One of the warrants, from Linden, was for $389 while
the other, from Piscataway, was for
$240. Henao posted bail and was released.
Wednesday, January 10, Otis Williams, 66, and Karen West, 40, both of
Elizabeth, were arrested during a motor vehicle stop in the 500 block of
Westfield Avenue. Williams was held
on $280 bail on a traffic warrant from
Elizabeth while West was held on two
Elizabeth traffic warrants totaling
$1,160.
West additionally was charged by
Westfield authorities with hindering
apprehension for allegedly providing
police with a false name and date of
birth and given bail of $500. Both West
and Williams were committed to the
Union County jail on default of bail.
Thursday, January 11, Stanley Paul,
19, of Roselle was arrested during a
motor vehicle stop at South and Central Avenues and charged with possession of less than 50 grams of marijuana. He was released with a summons.
Thursday, January 11, Randall Wiley,
44, of Plainfield was arrested at the
Somerset County jail on outstanding
traffic warrants from Westfield, for
$430; Tinton Falls, for $171, and Egg
Harbor, for $286, as well as a criminal
warrant from Bloomfield for $500.
Wiley was committed on default of bail
to the Union County jail.
Friday, January 12, Albert Cheng,
20, of Belle Mead was arrested along
with two juveniles during a motor vehicle stop in a municipal lot behind
businesses along East Broad Street. All
were charged with possession of less
than 50 grams of marijuana. The juveniles, a female from Fords and a male
from Plainfield, were released to their
parents. Cheng was released with a
summons.
Friday, January 12, Darren J. Stewart,
47, of Plainfield was arrested on the
600 block of West North Avenue pursuant to a no-bail civil contempt warrant issued by the State Superior in
Union County.
Stewart was a passenger in a motor
vehicle that was stopped for several
motor vehicle violations. He also was
placed under arrest pursuant to contempt of court traffic warrants issued
by the municipal courts of Union and
Springfield townships in the amounts
of $300 and $184, respectively. Stewart
was held pending release to the Union
County Sheriff’s Office.
Friday, January 12, a resident of the
900 block of Prospect Street reported
that his motor vehicle was damaged
through an apparent act of criminal
mischief while parked in the driveway
of his home. The damage consisted of
various dents and scratches plus a
cracked windshield.
Friday, January 12, Christopher
Kellett, 24, of Clifton was arrested at
Prospect and Charles Streets and
charged with possession of less than 50
grams of marijuana. He was released
with a summons.
Friday, January 12, Kenneth Boger,
23, and John Harrington, 24, both of
Westfield, were arrested at North Avenue and Birch Place and charged with
possession of less than 50 grams of
marijuana. Boger also was arrested on
an outstanding traffic warrant from
Clark and was released after posting
the $165 bail. Both men were released
on their own recognizance on the
Westfield charge.
Saturday, January 13, Robert Neglio,
21, of Iselin was arrested on the 600
block of South Avenue on an outstanding Metuchen traffic warrant. He was
released after posting $750 bail.
Saturday, January 13, Drew Miller,
21, of Scotch Plains was arrested during a motor vehicle stop on the 100
block of Elm Street and charged with
unlawful possession of a weapon, described by police as a butterfly knife.
He was released on his own recognizance with a summons.
Saturday, January 13, Anthony D.
Thompson, 23, of Elizabeth was arrested at the Woodbridge Police Department on two warrants – a traffic
warrant and a criminal warrant – issued
by the Westfield municipal court. He
was processed at Westfield police headquarters and held on a total of $325
bail. Thompson was transported to the
Union County jail in lieu of bail.
Saturday, January 13, Melissa
Mackaravitz, 28, of Union was arrested
at the south side Westfield train station
on a Long Branch criminal warrant.
She was released after posting $800
bail.
Saturday, January 13, Caitlin
Bludgos, 18, of Westfield was arrested
and charged with underage possession
of alcohol following a motor vehicle
stop at a Mountain Avenue house of
worship.
Three male juveniles from Westfield
also were taken into custody on the
same charge and later released to their
parents. Bludgos was released on her
own recognizance with summonses to
a responsible individual pending a January 18 court date.
Saturday, January 13, Thomas C.
Mone, 38, and Wilbert A. Uettwiller,
44, both of Lindenhurst, N.Y., were
arrested and charged with theft by deception for allegedly attempting to per-

petrate a chimney repair scam at a
residence on Boulevard.
Mone also was arrested on traffic
warrants from Westwood, for $425;
Irvington, for $200 and Teaneck, for
$120, and posted bail on all three. He
and Uettwiller were released after posting $500 bail each on the Westfield
charge.
Sunday, January 14, Kemelacha
Carter, 31, of Somerset was arrested
following a motor vehicle stop at South
Avenue and Sussex Street on two outstanding traffic warrants, one from New
Brunswick for $117 and one from
Roselle for $325. She posted bail on
both and was released.
Sunday, January 14, James Korn, 25,
of Westfield was arrested and summonsed for DWI and refusal to submit
to an Alcotest following a motor vehicle stop at the Route 28 plaza. He was
released on his own recognizance to a
responsible individual.
Monday, January 15, unknown persons burglarized a home under construction on Davis Court sometime between January 13 and 15 after gaining
access to the premises through an unsecured garage. The lock on a toolbox
was cut off and $2,765 worth of tools
was taken.
Scotch Plains
Friday, January 12, Benjamin Lopez,
54, of Newark was stopped for a motor
vehicle violation and later arrested and
charged with driving without a license.
Saturday, January 13, Chantal
Mueller, 21, of Fanwood was killed in
a motor vehicle accident on Route 22 at
12:41 a.m. According to police, witnesses observed the vehicle traveling at
a high rate of speed prior to striking the
right curb of the roadway. The vehicle
then stuck a concrete island located at
the intersection of Mountain Avenue
and Sheffield Street, police said. The
vehicle was then seen severing a utility
pole, continuing on to strike several
small trees before coming to rest in
water-retention basin, police said. (See
related story on page 1.)
Sunday, January 14, Mohammed B.
Bouaichi, 33, was arrested following a
motor vehicle stop for obstruction of
justice and was subsequently charged
with DWI.
Fanwood
Tuesday, January 10, a Scotch Plains
juvenile was arrested and charged with
truancy after leaving school without
permission. He was turned over to the
authorities at Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School.
Wednesday, January 11, Oscar R.
Segal, 31, of New York City was arrested and charged with an outstanding
warrant out of Jersey City following a
motor vehicle stop on Midway Avenue.
Wednesday, January 11, Derrick L.
Muldrow, 34, of Belmeade was arrested and charged with an outstanding
Woolrich warrant after a field investigation.
Thursday, January 11, Howard K.
Bell, 42, of Somerset was arrested and
charged with numerous outstanding
Franklin Township warrants after a
motor vehicle stop on Martine Avenue.
Friday, January 12, Gregory S. Williams, 21, of Fanwood was arrested
and charged with obstruction of justice
and possession of a controlled dangerous substance (CDS) after a motor vehicle stop on Second Street.
Friday, January 12, a resident of Luis
Place reported being the victim of burglary. While police were gathering information of a possible suspect, a broadcast from the Union Police Department
revealed that officers were in pursuit of
a stolen vehicle, police said.
According to police, the stolen vehicle was apprehended after a confrontation with the driver of the vehicle. It
was revealed the driver was wanted for
questioning in connection to the Luis
Place burglary. A subsequent search of
the vehicle determined the suspect to
be in possession of items taken from
the Fanwood victim.
Frederick J. McBrinn, 27, of Jersey
City was arrested and charged with
burglary, theft and aggravated assault
against two police officers. He was
transported to the Union County jail,
where he is being held on $200,000
bail, police said.
Friday, January 12, a resident of the
100 block of Herbert Avenue reported
that someone threw eggs at the house
and the victim’s vehicle.
Saturday, January 13, James Ball,
35, of Westfield was arrested and
charged with an outstanding
Boundbrook warrant after a motor vehicle stop on Hetfield Avenue.
Saturday, January 13, Jason A. Anderson, 25, of Old Bridge was arrested and
charged with outstanding warrants out
of Harrison and Carteret after a motor
vehicle stop on Pleasant Avenue.
Sunday, January 14, Lee C. Tyler,
23, of Morristown was arrested after a
motor vehicle stop for an outstanding
Hampton warrant. A subsequent search
revealed he was in possession of a
CDS, which he was also charged with,
police said.
Sunday, January 14, Luis O. Castillo,
Jr. 43, of Plainfield was arrested on a
Union County Sheriff’s Department
no-bail warrant after a motor vehicle
stop on Midway Avenue. He was turned
over to the Union County Sheriff’s
Department, police said.
Sunday, January 14,Ted Philippe, 30,
of Linden was arrested on an outstanding Linden warrant after a motor vehicle stop on LaGrande Avenue.
Sunday, January 14, James T.
O’Brien, 3rd, 42, of Fanwood was arrested on an outstanding Union County
Sheriff’s Department no-bail warrant
after a motor vehicle stop on South
Avenue. He was turned over to the
Union County Sheriff’s Department,
police said.
Monday, January 15, a resident of
Tillotson Road reported that someone
attempted to gain entry to their home
by cutting the screen of the victim’s
back door, police said. According to
police, entry was not gained.
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Report Finds SP-F Enrollment on
Decline; BOE Questions Findings
By NORDETTE N. ADAMS
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS —Scotch PlainsFanwood Board of Education members heard demographics study results
at their meeting last Thursday night.
The study concluded that the rate of
growth for district enrollment would go
down over the next five years.
The board contracted Statistical
Forecasting, LLC of Secaucus, a company headed by Richard Grip, to complete the enrollment projection study.
Delivering the presentation, Mr. Grip
told members that birth rates have
dropped in Scotch Plains and Fanwood,

that the towns’ zoning boards do not
expect large new subdivisions for either town and that Fanwood residential development slated for construction near the train station would contribute a “relatively small” number of
new students to the district.
According to the report, the “district’s
October 15, 2006 enrollment was
5,333,” a gain of 906 students since the
1999-2000 school year. However, for
the period of 2007 to 2012, the report
projects “a gain of 292-316 students.”
Board member Betty Anne Woerner
said, “I have a hard problem with statistics. But they sound so true. I have

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

TRAGEDY…Friends and loved ones left flowers and candles at the site of Chantal
Mueller’s fatal car crash. The 20-year-old Fanwood resident died early Saturday
morning in Mountainside just past the Springfield border.

Fanwood Woman, 20, Dies
In High Speed Rt. 22 Crash
By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

MOUNTAINSIDE – A 20-yearold Fanwood resident was killed early
Saturday morning in a one-car crash
in Mountainside just past the Springfield border.
According to police, the accident
occurred off Route 22 at Sheffield
Street at 12:41 a.m. when the 1997
Green Acura driven by Chantal Mueller
went off the roadway and struck a
telephone pole before crossing the front

Residents Complain
About Water Problems
By JESSICA E. JASKULA
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — Planning board
member Gregory Cummings began
the year’s first agenda meeting by
welcoming Kevin St. Onge as the
group’s new alternate member, Joe
Higgins as the new council representative and former councilman Jack
Molenaar as a returning board member on Tuesday night.
In new business, Nicholas and Colleen Nitti of 39 St. John’s Place requested a bulk variance for a street
side-yard setback, proposing 11.92
feet compared to the 30 feet permitted. They also requested a rear-yard
setback, proposing 24.21 feet instead
of the permitted 25 feet.
Carol Kahn of 4 Tower Place requested a side-yard setback of 10 feet
for a pool, instead of the permitted 15
feet.
In correspondence, Borough Engineer Joe Pryor received a letter from
Carol and Kingsland Oakes of 87
Paterson Road regarding water problems. Mr. and Mrs. Oakes have been
experiencing drainage issues and said
that the construction at 116 Farley
Avenue and the raising of the terrain
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

lawns of multiple Sheffield Street properties, striking numerous small trees
and bushes and coming to rest in a
water-retention basin.
“There (were) no skid marks there,
so we couldn’t get a (grasp) on how
fast she was going,” Mountainside
Police Captain Richard Osieja said.
He added that Ms. Mueller was likely
traveling “well over the speed limit,”
which is posted at 45 mph.
He said Ms. Mueller was traveling
alone and there were no other vehicles
near her at the time of the accident.
The force of the impact flung a 14foot section of the telephone pole 75
feet. Ms. Mueller “was ejected out
the back of the rear window of the
car” and was found motionless alongside of the car, according to the accident report. Captain Osieja said Ms.
Mueller’s vehicle was “demolished.”
He added that an autopsy was completed on the victim but the toxicology report wouldn’t be completed for
30 days. The captain said any comments prior to receipt of the report
would be “speculation.”
Paramedics from Overlook Hospital, the Springfield First Aid Squad
and the Mountainside Volunteer Fire
Department all responded to the scene,
according to the accident report.
A student at Union County College, Ms. Mueller was a 2004 graduate of Union High School. Born in
Elizabeth, she lived most of her life in
Union before moving to Fanwood.
Funeral services were held yesterday, Wednesday, January 17, at the
Rossi Funeral Home in Scotch Plains.
She is survived by her parents,
Charles W. and Silvania Mueller; her
brother, Charles S. Mueller; her sister, Andrea Mueller, and her maternal
grandparents, Jose and Yolanda
Ibanez. Her paternal grandparents,
Sigmund A. and Margaret M. Mueller,
predeceased her.

Wayne Baker for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WE SHALL OVERCOME…Reverend Robert H. Taylor, Sr., left, pastor of St.
Luke’s AME Zion Church and Noel Brown of the Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
Association, lead Monday’s procession from Westfield’s memorial to Dr. King to The
Presbyterian Church in Westfield on Mountain Avenue and Broad Street. Mr.
Brown, who grew up in segregated Birmingham, Ala. and saw Dr. King regularly, led
the group in singing “We Shall Overcome.” A service remembering Dr. King followed
the procession and also recognized the winners of the essay, poetry and art contest.

trouble accepting that we’re going to
see 292 to 316 in 2011-2012. We’ve
had 300 in just the last two years.”
Mr. Grip directed attention to his
previous projection report, delivered
February 2006, in which he predicted
5,333 students for fall. He said that
number was “right on the money.”
Nevertheless, board members
Linda Nelson and Craig Nowlin also
challenged the numbers. Each mentioned they had personally observed
more children in both towns, “many”
houses being torn down and replaced
with two houses and aging residential
neighborhoods that they believed
would “turn over” with seniors selling homes to young families. They
said they didn’t know where Mr. Grip
got the 5,333 figure for the fall. They
recalled higher numbers.
Business administrator Anthony
DelSordi said the figure came from the
October 15, 2006 enrollment report.
According to the report, “Fanwood
downtown development is to consist
of up to 50 townhouses and 60 to 70
two-to-three bedroom apartment units
above commercial establishments
across from the train station,” and the
development is projected to yield 49
public school children by 2012. Mrs.
Woerner said she did not trust the
assumption that the new Fanwood
development, which has not yet been
built, would yield so few children.
She said she had heard similar predictions that large families would not
occupy other townhouse and apartment developments, but “that was not
the case.”
Mrs. Nelson said she thought the
report did not consider how many
people move into the district for the
school district itself. “I’ve heard
people say they’d live in a cardboard
box” for our schools, she said.
BOE Vice President Trip
Whitehouse said, “I happen to like
statistics.” Both he and President Thomas Russo cautioned members not to
overlook science in favor of personal
experience like “how many baby carriages you see going down the sidewalk,” said Mr. Russo.
He said he recalled discussing figures presented by the board’s former
demographer and that “the board had
trouble swallowing that.” Mr.
DelSordi told board members that
those figures proved to be accurate.
“We must have science. We can’t
base decisions on anecdotal evidence,” Mr. Russo said.
The decisions Mr. Russo spoke of
include budgeting for more classrooms, staff and future programs.
Mr. DelSordi told board members
that whether the numbers were accurate or off by 10 to 20 percent, “We’re
still going to have a problem in our
middle school and high school.”
Mr. Grip agreed with Mr. Russo’s
assessment of the report – that during
the next five years, the district should
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Fred Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

BUSINESS GREETINGS…More than 50 members, township leaders and guests attended the Scotch Plains Business
and Professional Association New Year’s Party held on January 10 at Mezzogiorno Restaurant on Park Avenue in
Scotch Plains.

Scotch Plains to Examine Tree
Erosion Along Winding Brook
By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Township
officials said they would look into
concerns expressed by two residents
of Inverness Drive about “severe”
stream erosion they say is threatening
the integrity of a number of large
trees adjacent to residential properties.
At the township council’s meeting
on Tuesday evening, Brian Gilroy
and Ken Dornbush, both of whom
reside on Inverness Drive, said the
Winding Brook stream that traverses
the neighborhood overflows during
heavy rainfalls and has led to what
Mr. Gilroy termed “severe, severe
erosion.”
He told the council “many trees
near our property have been undermined,” including several large ones
he said looked like they were ready to
fall. Referring to the 2002 accident at
Westfield High School in which a
student was killed by a falling tree
limb, Mr. Gilroy requested the township remove the at-risk trees “before
they kill us.”
Mr. Gilroy and Mr. Dornbush had
earlier in the day left with the mayor
and council members copies of a 19page packet that included photographs
of the overflowing stream and the
damage to the trees. Mayor Martin
Marks said the council had not yet
had a chance to review the materials,
which also included a 2006 evaluation of the trees by Schmiede Tree

County Wins Appeal in Suit
Brought by Corrections Cop
By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

ELIZABETH – A federal appeals
court affirmed a decision of a lower
court Tuesday by dismissing a lawsuit against Union County brought by
a former corrections officer who
charged that he was terminated in
retaliation for his testimony against
corrections officers in 1998. The
county has said the officer was fired
for abandoning his job.
However, the Third Circuit Court
of Appeals said the officer, Juan
Espinosa, would not have to repay
$150,000 he received in compensation from May 1998 through his termination in August 2000.
“The Third Circuit Court of Appeals affirmed the District Court’s
dismissal of the Espinosa complaint.
So, barring Certification by the U.S.
Supreme Court — which is highly
unlikely, this case is as good as over,”
said County Counsel Robert Barry in
a memo to County Manager George
Devanney and sent to The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times.
Jim McCreedy of Morristownbased Wiley, Malehorn & Sirota,
whose firm represented Mr. Espinosa
in the appeal along with Montana
attorney Tom Shea, said attorneys are
still reviewing the decision to determine their next step. He said lawyers
could ask for a motion for the court to
reconsider its decision and/or seek an
appeal to the United States Supreme
Court.

“We are still weighing it and what
our options might be,” Mr. McCreedy
said. “We disagree with the ruling but
we respect the decision of the court.”
Mr. Espinosa had assisted the
county prosecutor’s office in prosecuting corrections officers involved
in the beating and harassing of Immigration and Naturalization Service
(INS) detainees on June 18, 1995 at
the Esmor Federal Detention Facility
in Elizabeth. He wore a recording
device while inside the Union County
jail and obtained documents, and he
permitted the prosecutor’s office to
record all phone calls at his residence.
In order to ensure his safety, the
prosecutor’s office said, according to
legal documents, that Mr. Espinosa
should leave his job and in return they
would help him secure other employment in law enforcement in Florida.
The county agreed to pay $15,000 to
cover his relocation expenses. Mr.
Espinosa testified on behalf of the
county in front of a grand jury and at
two criminal trials.
On February 12, 1999, Mr. Espinosa
was offered a position with the Atlanta Police Department. His attorney met with then-County Manager
Michael Lapolla on February 17 of
that year to discuss “potential job
opportunities in Union County,” his
pension and concerns about accepting the Atlanta job, which paid less
than Union County.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Service. The mayor said the council
would discuss the matter at its conference meeting next week and that, in
the interim, he would ask the township engineering department to give a
report.
The township legal department will
be asked to look at where the
township’s easements might be in
terms of stream corridors and “what
our responsibilities are” said in that
regard. The mayor cautioned that any
tree removals might need approval
from higher levels of government.
In other business, Township Manager Thomas Atkins said the deerreduction program in the Ashbrook
Reservation began on Tuesday and
will last until Saturday, February 10,
at the latest. He asked the public not
to enter the reservation while the deer
hunt is being conducted. Mr. Atkins
also asked township residents to “be

patient with us” during the renovations to the municipal building, noting that some entrances to the building are or would be fenced off during
the project, which is expected to be
completed in June.
Presently, the front entrance to the
building is blocked off, and Mr. Atkins
said he expects the public to have to
access the building via the side doors
for “a great deal of the time” during
the renovation.
The council approved resolutions
appointing Robert Pansulla as alternate municipal prosecutor and Matthew Dorsi as alternate public defender.
At the beginning of its meeting,
eight members of Cub Scout Pack 98
led the council in the salute to the
flag.
The council’s next meeting will be
on Tuesday, January 30.

SP to Restrict Parking
Around SP-F High School
By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The township council is expected to introduce an ordinance by month’s end
to restrict parking on additional
streets surrounding Scotch PlainsFanwood High School in the wake
of increasing complaints from residents about excessive student parking in those areas, township officials said.
Township Attorney Brian Levine
said he would meet with police department officials to draft a new
parking ordinance that would allow
permit-only parking on school days
for residents on Church Street, Portland Avenue, West Court, Sunrise
Court, Old Farm Road and Concord
Road.

Some limited restrictions are already in place on several of the streets,
but township police department officials said they hope a more sweeping
ban on student parking on these streets
would lead to more students
carpooling and more students taking
the bus to school.
Scotch Plains-Fanwood School
District spokeswoman Kathleen
Meyer said state law restricts the
number of “unrelated kids” in a vehicle driven by teenage drivers under age 18 per New Jersey’s young
adult driver’s license law. “So,
carpooling really is not even a possibility.” She said further parking restrictions would cause students to
park further away from school or
decide whether to continue driving
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

BOND MARKET…A sign outside Westfield’s Wilson Elementary School reminds voters about the $9.4-million bond referendum to be voted on Tuesday,
January 23. The money would go towards Roosevelt and Edison Intermediate
Schools’ renovations and create an “early-childhood center” at Lincoln School.
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Westfield Police Investigate
Series of Vehicle Burglaries
By SUZETTE F. STALKER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – Town authorities
are investigating a string of motor
vehicle burglaries that occurred between Saturday evening and early
Sunday morning on the south side of
Westfield.
Sergeant Scott Rodger of the
Westfield Police Department confirmed to The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times Tuesday that more than a dozen
vehicles had been entered while
parked in their owners’ driveways.
He said the vehicles had been unlocked at the time the incidents occurred.
In several instances, he noted, multiple automobiles had been burglarized
at a single address. Most of the breakins involved late model vehicles. Money
and other items were removed from
some of the vehicles, while others had

nothing taken from them but had been
rifled through, Sgt. Rodger said.
The streets where the burglaries
occurred, roughly between 8:30 p.m.
on January 13 and 7:30 a.m. on January 14, included Dakota, Nevada and
Wyoming Streets; Ayliffe and Pine
Grove Avenues; Boulevard and
Vernon Terrace.
Among the various property removed from the vehicles were coins,
cash, a double screen DVD player, an
iPod Nano MP3 player, a satellite
radio, a compact disc player and navigational systems.
Two motor vehicles were entered
at one residence on Nevada Street
and another two were burglarized at a
Boulevard home, while three vehicles
were entered at one Ayliffe Avenue
address. According to Sgt. Rodger,
authorities believe the series of incidents are related.

Scotch Plains Officials to
Restrict Parking at SPFHS
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

to school. “How far can they (students) go” to find a practical place to
park?, Ms. Meyer asked.
During a November meeting with
the township council about the parking problem, Sergeant Ernesto
Hernandez said he hoped the new
restrictions would lead to “the board
of education getting the message that
they have to do something” to provide more on-site parking for students.
Ms. Meyer said township officials
have not communicated their proposed parking restrictions to the
school district. “They have the whole
umbrella of shared services, which
you think would be a good forum to
discuss these things.”
The new ordinance would likely
include restrictions similar to what
are presently in effect on Carol Place
and Monica Place, where parking is
prohibited between 8 a.m. to 2 p.m.
on school days, except for residents
living on those two streets, officials
said. Enforcement of that ordinance,
which was enacted in 2003, includes
the issuance of parking permits to
residents for use by them and their
guests.
Some have expressed frustration
that the BOE has yet to take action to
increase student-parking options at
the high school on Westfield Road.
Township Manager Thomas Atkins
noted during the November meeting
that the board had hired a consultant
to examine parking options, but nothing had come of it.
There are reportedly plans to add a
handful of on-site parking spaces at
the high school, but not enough to
reduce the number of student cars
parking on adjacent streets, officials
said. Three years ago, the township
council had multiple public discussions about the parking situation, and
Mayor Martin Marks said at the time,
the solution “lies with the board of
education.”
Ms. Meyer said BOE plans call for
an addition of 30 spaces at the high
school. Also, she said spaces for staff
and parents have been added at Evergreen and Brunner Elementary
Schools.
Superintendent of Schools Margaret Hayes said, “We are looking to
work collaboratively with the township on this issue” to resolve the

high school parking problem. “Each
year, we try to add parking spaces
ourselves” to alleviate parking problems. “We are surveying our own
students” on parking needs and will
soon be reporting on its findings, she
said.
“We are respectful and mindful of
the concerns of the residents and hopeful we can find a solution that meets
everyone’s needs,” she said.
Township officials said that excessive parking on neighboring
streets has led to unsafe conditions
for drivers traveling those streets,
where cars are often parked on both
sides, as well as for children walking
to school. Residents have complained that their driveways have
been blocked and that visitors to
their homes have had nowhere to
park during school hours.
Officials said that during the fall,
when residents pile leaves in the street
for pickup, and during the winter,
when plowed snow piles up, students
park their cars further into the center
of the streets, making conditions even
more dangerous.
“Hopefully, the draft ordinance will
prompt some conversations” between
township and school officials,” Ms.
Meyer said.
The council plans to introduce the
new parking ordinance at its Tuesday,
January 30, meeting, with a public
hearing to be held on Tuesday, February 13.
Paul J. Peyton contributed to this
article.

unleash the
writer inside.
timesnj.com/tiw/contest
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Erratum
Editor’s Note: In the Front-page
article of January 11, regarding
Christmas Tree Disposal Schedules
for Westfield and Scotch Plains, the
Westfield Conservation Center was
incorrectly stated to be on Rahway
Avenue. The Westfield Conservation Center is on Lamberts Mill
Road. We regret the error and apologize for any inconvenience it may
have caused.

SURF’S UP…Highland Swim Club members stand at the construction site of their
improvements underway in Scotch Plains. Pictured, from left to right, are: Paul
Kolterjahn, Chris Zucosky, John Foley, Steve Giacona, Pat Hogan and Steve Skaar.

Highland Swim Club Breaks
Ground on New Facility
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Highland Swim Club began construction
of a new multipurpose building as
part of a major renovation of the pool,
facilities and grounds, scheduled for
completion by Memorial Day.
The renovation, which began last
fall, includes construction of a new
club entrance and bathhouse with a
full-service concession, first-aid area,
and offices for the lifeguards and pool
manager. The renovation project will
also incorporate a complete resurfacing of the baby pool, a new filtration
for the main pool as well as new
coping finishing. Final touches will
include new decking throughout the
pool area and redesigned landscaping of the club grounds.
“The renovation will completely
transform the swim club with modern
facilities that cater to families and
individual members,” John Foley,
president, Highland Swim Club Board

in United States District Court against
the county for violation of his “procedural due process rights” and for “retaliation of the First Amendment.”
“We find Espinosa failed to establish
a causal link between his expressive
conduct and his termination…If what
Espinosa claims was true then it follows that the county would have terminated him on August 14, 2000 even if he
would have returned to jail. During his
deposition, however, Espinosa admitted that he would not have been terminated had he returned to the jail and
started working on August 14, 2000,”
the court said in its ruling.
The court states that Mr. Espinosa
knew he would come off the payroll
at the conclusion of the trials “because he was no longer performing
any services for the county.”
“We do not see how Espinosa can
now claim the county’s following
through on his intention was in retaliation for his testimony,” the court
stated. They noted that he was paid 27
months back pay after the trials ended
and health insurance for 33 months
by the county. They later said Mr.
Espinosa “received over $100,000
from the county while working at
another job on a full-time basis.”
The court found that his procedural
due process rights were not violated
because of the five-month delay.
“We are very pleased that the circuit court agreed with the district
court to dismiss this complaint,” Ms.
Hatfield said. “It has been a long
road.”
Mr. Espinosa has since moved to
Florida, where he is employed in law
enforcement “at a lower paying job”
than what he made in Union County,
Mr. McCreedy said.
Legal fees for the county as of the
end of 2006 totaled $282,500 for
Schenck, Price, Smith & King LLP of
Morristown and McElroy, Deutsch,
Mulvaney & Carpenter of Morristown.

of Governors said. “One of our goals
in accomplishing this project was to
use local contractors who understood
our objectives. A. Pigna and Sons and
Triangle Contracting are leading the
build-out with masonry services and
project coordination.”
Highland offers members adult lap
lanes, a bathhouse, diving boards,
gated baby pool, shaded picnic
grounds, grills, basketball courts and
a playground. In addition, members
can take advantage of free swim lessons for children, a competitive youth
swim team, private swim lessons and
a variety of social activities throughout the summer.
Established in 1953, Highland
Swim Club is located at 1235 Martine
Avenue in Scotch Plains. For more
information, call (908) 889-4804 or
e-mail to Hscpool@aol.com. The
club’s website is members.aol.com/
hscpool/highland.htm.

Anti-Obesity Legislation
Passes State Legislature
TRENTON – Legislation sponsored by Assemblywoman Linda
Stender (LD-22, Fanwood) to help
children practice healthier eating
habits by requiring improvements in
the nutritional content of foods available on school property has passed
the State Assembly.
“Our schools are places where
young people learn to care for both
their bodies and their minds,” Ms.
Stender said. “Selling junk food in
hallways and cafeterias undercuts
valuable lessons about health and
nutrition taught in the classroom. This
bill will help children develop stronger habits and make healthier
choices.”
The new rules would prohibit
schools from selling or serving all
forms of candy during school hours,
as well as all other foods or beverages
that list sugar as a first ingredient.
The measure would require schools
to reduce trans fats, total fats and
sugar in foods, beverages and snacks
in cafeterias, à la carte lines, vending
machines, snack bars, school stores,

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Espinosa Lawsuit
“At no time during this meeting did
Lapolla guarantee Espinosa another
position with the county,” legal documents state. After the meeting, Mr.
Lapolla called one of the department
directors to ask why Mr. Espinosa
was still on the county payroll.
In August 2000, the county was
still paying Mr. Espinosa, at which
point the county sent a letter telling
him to return to his position at the jail
or resign. However, Mr. Espinosa refused to do either and was placed on
leave without pay but continued to
receive health insurance.
Kathy Hatfield of Schenck, Price
Smith & King LLP of Morristown,
said Mr. Espinosa opted not to take
the Atlanta job. He had found parttime and later full-time work with
Parmalat, a dairy product company,
in 1997 but wanted to remain in Union
County in order to stay active in the
state’s pension system. Ms. Hatfield
said Mr. Espinosa was still on the
county payroll and receiving benefits
while he worked for Parmalat.
According to court documents, Mr.
Espinosa sought another position
outside of corrections by letter to the
county but claimed he never received
a response. A disciplinary hearing
officer determined that Mr. Espinosa
“had abandoned his job,” at which
point the county terminated him and
stopped paying benefits. On August
2, 2001, Mr. Espinosa filed a lawsuit

POLICE BLOTTER

Fanwood Planning Board
at 19 Byron Avenue have not helped
the problem. Among the health and
safety risks they said they fear the
breeding of insects, the possibility of
disease and danger to children, as
well as a reduction in the value of the
property.
The board discussed a historic-district two-family home mapping pro-

A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

posal, explained by zoning officer
Nancy Koederitz and board secretary
Patricia Hoynes, in which the 2006
borough funds would be spent on a
map of homes in the historical district
and a map of all two-family homes in
the borough. Ms. Koederitz said that
when building a new two-family
home, it would be “kind of nice to see
where it sits in relation to the others.”
Joe Celardo, Historic Preservation
Commission liaison, said the survey
on historic homes has not been renewed and he hopes to have the survey updated with the new historic
homes. “It may fit well with the [mapping] proposal,” he said.
The board also reviewed resolutions on previous board action, including a minor subdivision at 24 St.
John’s Place requested by
Maldonado and Bill Lyons and a
rear-yard setback for a deck requested for 3 North Avenue.
The planning board will meet on
Wednesday, January 24, for a regular
meeting and officer elections.

fundraisers and publicly funded after-school nutrition programs.
Individual school boards could
impose stricter standards than the new
state rules would require.
“Obesity is a public health crisis,
but it is a preventable one,” Ms.
Stender said. “We can turn it around
by working together and being consistent. Our schools must support parents in their efforts to instill good
nutritional habits at home.”
Ms. Stender noted that schools
could play a significant role in reducing obesity rates among young
people. Habits that have been permitted at school, such as eating meals
away from home, snacking and
drinking sugar-added beverages, are
all thought to contribute to weight
gain among children and teens, she
said.
Children can suffer serious health
consequences from being overweight
or obese, including high blood pressure, high cholesterol, Type 2 diabetes, orthopedic problems, liver disease and asthma, she noted.
According to the latest information from the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention, the percentage of children who are overweight
has more than tripled since 1980.
Overweight children may also jeopardize their future health as adults.
One study found that 80 percent of
children who were overweight in adolescence were obese as adults at age
25.
In adults, overweight or obesity is
linked to hypertension, diabetes, heart
disease, stroke, gallbladder disease,
osteoarthritis and respiratory problems, as well as cancer of the uterus,
breast and colon.
The new legislation would exempt
certain foods served in connection
with school celebrations, curriculumrelated activities or health care provided by a school nurse. Students
with Individual Education Plans that
indicate a particular diet would also
be exempt. The new rules would also
cover nonpublic schools that participate in the Child Nutrition Programs
as defined by the Department of Agriculture.
The bill was previously passed in
the Senate and now awaits the signature of Governor Jon Corzine.

SP-F Board of Education
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expect a growth bubble based on the
students presently enrolled in elementary school. Despite a tapering off in
enrollment by 2012, the bubble indicates the school system would need
more space to accommodate its middle
and high school students, he said.
Both Fanwood Councilwoman
Donna Dolce, a former BOE member, and former BOE member Al Rees,
a Scotch Plains resident, spoke during the public comments period. Both
encouraged board members to trust
the statistical report from Mr. Grip.
Mrs. Dolce said, “The housing units
will not be occupied within the fiveyear periods (covered by the study).
She also said that “Fanwood’s population is getting older,” and she thought
the borough might attract retirees.
Mr. Rees said he thought Mr. Grip
“did a good job.” He also told the
board that he wanted to help them put
the study in historical perspective.
He said when he was a board member
during a period when the board was
closing schools, “we couldn’t believe
the population was going up.”
In other business, members approved a new contract with the Teamsters Union and discussed the first
draft of the 2007-2008 school calen-

dar. The new contract covers the
school district’s custodial staff.
Regarding the draft calendar, Mr.
Whitehouse asked Superintendent of
Schools Margaret Hayes if it would
be feasible to close school for the
entire Thanksgiving week. He wondered if it was worth it to open the
buildings, run the heat and turn on
lights given the “sharp drop” in attendance during that week.
Mr. Nowlin, referencing summer
heat, asked the administration to consider ending school sooner. The draft
calendar ends the 2007-2008 school
year on June 24.
Mr. Russo said as he looked at the
calendar, he realized that the dates
would not affect him. He anticipated
seeing his last two children graduate
from SP-F Schools in May and said
he would not run for re-election to the
board.
The BOE seats of Mr. Russo and Mr.
Nowlin, both representing Scotch
Plains, and Rob O’Connor of Fanwood
are up for election this year. Mr. Russo
said citizens interested in running for a
seat on the board could visit the SP-F
schools website for more information.
Candidates’ nominating petitions are
due by 4 p.m. on Monday, February 26.

Scotch Plains
Friday, January 12, Benjamin
Lopez, 54, of Newark was stopped for
a motor vehicle violation and later
arrested and charged with driving without a license.
Saturday, January 13, Chantal
Mueller, 21, of Fanwood was killed in
a motor vehicle accident on Route 22 at
12:41 a.m. According to police, witnesses observed the vehicle traveling at
a high rate of speed prior to striking the
right curb of the roadway. The vehicle
then stuck a concrete island located at
the intersection of Mountain Avenue
and Sheffield Street, police said. The
vehicle was then seen severing a utility
pole, continuing on to strike several
small trees before coming to rest in
water-retention basin, police said. (See
related story on page 1.)
Sunday, January 14, Mohammed B.
Bouaichi, 33, was arrested following a
motor vehicle stop for obstruction of
justice and was subsequently charged
with driving while intoxicated.
Fanwood
Tuesday, January 10, a Scotch Plains
juvenile was arrested and charged with
truancy after leaving school without
permission. He was turned over to the
authorities at Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School.
Wednesday, January 11, Oscar R.
Segal, 31, of New York City was arrested and charged with an outstanding
warrant out of Jersey City following a
motor vehicle stop on Midway Avenue.
Wednesday, January 11, Derrick L.
Muldrow, 34, of Belmeade was arrested and charged with an outstanding
Woolrich warrant after a field investigation.
Thursday, January 11, Howard K.
Bell, 42, of Somerset was arrested and
charged with numerous outstanding
Franklin Township warrants after a
motor vehicle stop on Martine Avenue.
Friday, January 12, Gregory S. Williams, 21, of Fanwood was arrested
and charged with obstruction of justice
and possession of a controlled dangerous substance (CDS) after a motor vehicle stop on Second Street.
Friday, January 12, a resident of Luis
Place reported being the victim of burglary. While police were gathering information of a possible suspect, a broadcast from the Union Police Department
revealed that officers were in pursuit of
a stolen vehicle, police said.
According to police, the stolen vehicle was apprehended after a confrontation with the driver of the vehicle. It
was revealed the driver was wanted for
questioning in connection to the Luis
Place burglary. A subsequent search of
the vehicle determined the suspect to
be in possession of items taken from
the Fanwood victim.
Frederick J. McBrinn, 27, of Jersey
City was arrested and charged with
burglary, theft and aggravated assault
against two police officers. He was
transported to the Union County jail,
where he is being held on $200,000
bail, police said.
Friday, January 12, a resident of the
100 block of Herbert Avenue reported
that someone threw eggs at the house
and the victim’s vehicle.
Saturday, January 13, James Ball,
35, of Westfield was arrested and
charged with an outstanding
Boundbrook warrant after a motor vehicle stop on Hetfield Avenue.
Saturday, January 13, Jason A. Anderson, 25, of Old Bridge was arrested and
charged with outstanding warrants out
of Harrison and Carteret after a motor
vehicle stop on Pleasant Avenue.
Sunday, January 14, Lee C. Tyler,
23, of Morristown was arrested after a
motor vehicle stop for an outstanding
Hampton warrant. A subsequent search
revealed he was in possession of a
CDS, which he was also charged with,
police said.
Sunday, January 14, Luis O. Castillo,
Jr. 43, of Plainfield was arrested on a
Union County Sheriff’s Department
no-bail warrant after a motor vehicle
stop on Midway Avenue. He was turned
over to the Union County Sheriff’s
Department, police said.
Sunday, January 14,Ted Philippe, 30,
of Linden was arrested on an outstanding Linden warrant after a motor vehicle stop on LaGrande Avenue.
Sunday, January 14, James T.
O’Brien, 3rd, 42, of Fanwood was arrested on an outstanding Union County
Sheriff’s Department no-bail warrant
after a motor vehicle stop on South
Avenue. He was turned over to the
Union County Sheriff’s Department,
police said.
Monday, January 15, a resident of
Tillotson Road reported that someone
attempted to gain entry to their home
by cutting the screen of the victim’s
back door, police said. According to
police, entry was not gained.
Westfield
Sunday, January 7, Andrew L. Garrison, 21, of Westfield was arrested on
the 1200 block of West South Avenue
and summonsed for DWI. He later was
released to a responsible individual.
Monday, January 8, a Boynton Avenue resident reported the theft of $10
in coins from her apartment. There was
no sign of forced entry and nothing else
reported missing; however, some personal bank papers had been tampered
with.
Wednesday, January 10, Johanna
Henao, 21, of Rahway was arrested on
two outstanding traffic warrants during
a motor vehicle stop at Central Avenue
and Wyoming Street. One of the warrants, from Linden, was for $389 while
the other, from Piscataway, was for
$240. Henao posted bail and was released.
Wednesday, January 10, Otis Williams, 66, and Karen West, 40, both of
Elizabeth, were arrested during a motor
vehicle stop in the 500 block of Westfield
Avenue. Williams was held on $280 bail
on a traffic warrant from Elizabeth while
West was held on two Elizabeth traffic
warrants totaling $1,160.
West additionally was charged by

Westfield authorities with hindering
apprehension for allegedly providing
police with a false name and date of
birth and given bail of $500. Both
West and Williams were committed to
the Union County jail on default of
bail.
Thursday, January 11, Stanley Paul,
19, of Roselle was arrested during a
motor vehicle stop at South and Central Avenues and charged with possession of less than 50 grams of marijuana. He was released with a summons.
Thursday, January 11, Randall Wiley,
44, of Plainfield was arrested at the
Somerset County jail on outstanding
traffic warrants from Westfield, for
$430; Tinton Falls, for $171, and Egg
Harbor, for $286, as well as a criminal
warrant from Bloomfield for $500.
Wiley was committed on default of bail
to the Union County jail.
Friday, January 12, Albert Cheng,
20, of Belle Mead was arrested along
with two juveniles during a motor vehicle stop in a municipal lot behind
businesses along East Broad Street. All
were charged with possession of less
than 50 grams of marijuana. The juveniles, a female from Fords and a male
from Plainfield, were released to their
parents. Cheng was released with a
summons.
Friday, January 12, Darren J. Stewart,
47, of Plainfield was arrested on the
600 block of West North Avenue pursuant to a no-bail civil contempt warrant issued by the State Superior in
Union County.
Stewart was a passenger in a motor
vehicle that was stopped for several
motor vehicle violations. He also was
placed under arrest pursuant to contempt of court traffic warrants issued
by the municipal courts of Union and
Springfield townships in the amounts
of $300 and $184, respectively. Stewart
was held pending release to the Union
County Sheriff’s Office.
Friday, January 12, a resident of the
900 block of Prospect Street reported
that his motor vehicle was damaged
through an apparent act of criminal
mischief while parked in the driveway
of his home. The damage consisted of
various dents and scratches plus a
cracked windshield.
Friday, January 12, Christopher
Kellett, 24, of Clifton was arrested at
Prospect and Charles Streets and
charged with possession of less than 50
grams of marijuana. He was released
with a summons.
Friday, January 12, Kenneth Boger,
23, and John Harrington, 24, both of
Westfield, were arrested at North Avenue and Birch Place and charged with
possession of less than 50 grams of
marijuana. Boger also was arrested on
an outstanding traffic warrant from
Clark and was released after posting
the $165 bail. Both men were released
on their own recognizance on the
Westfield charge.
Saturday, January 13, Robert Neglio,
21, of Iselin was arrested on the 600
block of South Avenue on an outstanding Metuchen traffic warrant. He was
released after posting $750 bail.
Saturday, January 13, Drew Miller,
21, of Scotch Plains was arrested during a motor vehicle stop on the 100
block of Elm Street and charged with
unlawful possession of a weapon, described by police as a butterfly knife.
He was released on his own recognizance with a summons.
Saturday, January 13, Anthony D.
Thompson, 23, of Elizabeth was arrested at the Woodbridge Police Department on two warrants – a traffic
warrant and a criminal warrant – issued
by the Westfield municipal court. He
was processed at Westfield police headquarters and held on a total of $325
bail. Thompson was transported to the
Union County jail in lieu of bail.
Saturday, January 13, Melissa
Mackaravitz, 28, of Union was arrested
at the south side Westfield train station
on a Long Branch criminal warrant.
She was released after posting $800
bail.
Saturday, January 13, Caitlin
Bludgos, 18, of Westfield was arrested
and charged with underage possession
of alcohol following a motor vehicle
stop at a Mountain Avenue house of
worship.
Three male juveniles from Westfield
also were taken into custody on the
same charge and later released to their
parents. Bludgos was released on her
own recognizance with summonses to
a responsible individual pending a January 18 court date.
Saturday, January 13, Thomas C.
Mone, 38, and Wilbert A. Uettwiller,
44, both of Lindenhurst, N.Y., were
arrested and charged with theft by deception for allegedly attempting to perpetrate a chimney repair scam at a
residence on Boulevard.
Mone also was arrested on traffic
warrants from Westwood, for $425;
Irvington, for $200 and Teaneck, for
$120, and posted bail on all three. He
and Uettwiller were released after posting $500 bail each on the Westfield
charge.
Sunday, January 14, Kemelacha
Carter, 31, of Somerset was arrested
following a motor vehicle stop at South
Avenue and Sussex Street on two outstanding traffic warrants, one from New
Brunswick for $117 and one from
Roselle for $325. She posted bail on
both and was released.
Sunday, January 14, James Korn, 25,
of Westfield was arrested and summonsed for DWI and refusal to submit
to an Alcotest following a motor vehicle stop at the Route 28 plaza. He was
released on his own recognizance to a
responsible individual.
Monday, January 15, unknown persons burglarized a home under construction on Davis Court sometime
between January 13 and 15 after gaining access to the premises through an
unsecured garage. The lock on a toolbox
was cut off and $2,765 worth of tools
was taken.
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More Than 75 Officials Attend
Shared Services Meeting
UNION — More than 75 education, municipal and county government officials last week formulated a
series of new cost-savings ideas, while
continuing the advancement of several other opportunities during the
County of Union’s second Shared
Services meeting held at Kean University. The purpose of the meeting
was to bring all governmental entities
together to talk about ways to save tax
dollars and share services.
“As I mentioned in my speech for
this New Year, the County of Union’s
number one priority is to seek out
more shared services opportunities
and cost savings,” Freeholder Chairwoman Bette Jane Kowalski said.
The County of Union has already
won a $104,500 grant from the state
Department of Community Affairs
that enabled it to create the Shared
Services committee. The county is
also in the process of applying for a
three-year $300,000 additional state
grant that will enable it keep moving
forward on shared services.
“We’ve been in close contact with
the state and it looks positive,” said
Freeholder Kowalski of the grant application.
The January 10 meeting consisted
of representatives from 24 school entities and districts, 20 municipalities,
and county government officials. The
meeting lasted three hours and was
moderated by the Forums Institute
for Public Policy.
The officials in attendance spoke
about next steps on several shared
services opportunities they established at the previous meeting in September — in the areas of information
technologies, emergency communications/911 dispatching, and animal
control.
Needs assessment forms will be
distributed to the municipalities to
gauge participation in the proposed
county-wide animal shelter.
A consultant, who is being paid out
of a state grant, is currently examining the feasibility of coordinating regionalized or shared services in emergency communications/911 dispatching. In the area of information technologies (IT), the county is about to
apply for a $35,000 state grant to
conduct a feasibility study for website
and e-mail hosting for municipal governments as the first part of an IT
shared service program.
Participants at last week’s meeting
also examined new areas for shared
services including everything from
copy paper to Wi-Fi, including: municipal court security services, EMS
response, a central recycling center,
library consolidation, sharing personnel, a centralized records storage facility, transportation services, bulk
purchasing, public works machinery,
and sewage services.
Roselle Park Borough Clerk
Doreen Cali proposed the county hold

The Mattress Factory
And Dr. Todd

monthly meetings to spotlight a new
department or area each month for
the discussion of shared services.
Frank Guzzo, the Director of Human Services for Union County, suggested that counties and municipalities could be empowered by the state
to make direct decisions on how and
where to distribute state social service funds intended for mental health
and youth services. This would lead
to a more effective and efficient use
for state funding, he said.
Paulette Coronato, the deputy
mayor of Scotch Plains, reported that
Scotch Plains and Fanwood share
numerous items including a tax collector and joint school system. Ms.
Coronato pointed to the success of
Scotch Plains’ partnership with the
county in its deer management program, and added that animal control
services could be an area that can be
shared countywide among the municipalities.
There was also some discussion
about concerns that could arise from
sharing personnel and governmental
consolidation. Kim Coleman, Superintendent of Schools for the MorrisUnion Jointure Commission, added
that it would take some “strong” decision making to consolidate staff,
and realize cost-efficiencies by sharing personnel.
On the matter of governmental
consolidation (the merging of governments and/or school boards),
County Manager George Devanney
said it could only occur with a strong
will from the state to do so, a clear
consensus among all local partners
involved, and a mandate from the
public.
“We’re not here to force things on
our residents that they may not want,”
Mr. Devanney said. “As we go down
the road, consolidation will not work
out without the approval of our voters.”
Mr. Devanney said Union County
and its municipal and school board
partners were at the “forefront” of the
creation of shared services, and would
continue to move aggressively toward implementation.
“We are on the brink of historic
change in New Jersey, and a part of
this will include shared services,” Mr.
Devanney said.

By Kara Shovlin

SCHOOL BOND TEAM…The Citizens for Education Committee in Westfield
meet to discuss promotions in support of the $9.4-million school bond referendum
to be presented for citizen vote on January 23. Pictured (seated), from left to right,
are: Linda Habgood, Jane McCready, Kristy Bangs, Eric Leuthold and Scott
Gleason; and (standing): Elisa Gallagher, Kathie Caminiti, Roseanne Kurstedt,
Josephine Stokes, Gina Totino and Amy Root. Not pictured are: Barbara Bagger,
Lisa Black-Polak, Sue Hopper, Sara Miller, Marcee Rogers, Amy Seid, Carol
Snyder, Lisa Stern and Carrie Mumford, plus board of education representatives
Beth Cassie, Ginny Leiz, Ann Cary and Jane Clancy.

Bramnick Blasts Countywide
School Plan on TV’s CN8
WESTFIELD — Assemblyman
Jon Bramnick (R-21) appeared on
CN8’s Newsmakers show January 10
and blasted a plan to allow county
takeover of local schools.
“Local parents control their
children’s education and we do not
need help from the state. The state’s
record of solving problems speaks
for itself,” said Asm. Bramnick.
“Leave us alone, our schools do not
need state meddling.”

ELIZABETH — Groundwork
Elizabeth, a 501c3 non-profit organization, was awarded a grant of
$25,000 from the Federal Recreational Trails Program to be applied
to the upcoming Elizabeth River
Trail. The money will be used for
signs and landscaping along the trail,
which is currently in the design stage.
Groundwork Elizabeth is coordinating the effort.
“With redevelopment pressure increasing and as New Jersey’s urban
communities undergo economic revitalization, the need for recreational
trails is greater than ever,” said Lisa
Jackson, Commissioner of the Department of Environmental Protection. “We are proud to provide funding that will enable city residents to
explore and experience a variety of
leisure activities.”
Freeholder Deborah Scanlon,
former chairwoman of the Union
County Open Space Recreational and
Historic Trust Fund, said: “As the
trail will venture through Elizabeth
River Parkway and Mattano Park, it
is important that the public be aware

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Board of Education mailed a newsletter to all Westfield households on
the week of January 16. It contained
information about the BOE school
bond referendum that will be voted
on Tuesday, January 23. Polls will be
open 9 a.m. to 9 p.m.
Information on the bond referendum is posted on westfieldnjk12.org/
bond.

Not Sleeping?
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s
Valley Furniture Shop and count to 200.
Dollars, that is. That’s what you could save on a good
night’s sleep. Tonight and for years to come. Shifman bedding is crafted
with eight-way hand-tied boxsprings, 100% natural cotton
upholstery and unique hand-tufting.
If you want to count the number of other mattresses
available like a Shifman, just count to zero.
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SUGG.

$300
FULL EA. PC. $420
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$149
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CRYSTAL
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FULL EA. PC. $530
QUEEN SET $1210
KING SET
$1860

SALE
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$999
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FULL EA. PC. $670
QUEEN SET $1550
KING SET
$2330
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$299
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$849
$1299

SAVOY *
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$1060
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*Instant Rebate on Pillowtop sets:

$50 twin, $75 full, $100 queen, $200 king. - Instant Rebate on Non-Pillowtop sets: $25 twin, $50 full, $75 queen, $100 king.
After rebate prices based on purchase of complete set – no rebate on purchase of mattress or boxspring only. Applies to Shifman Ultra Premium sets (8-way hand-tied styles).

Valley Furniture Shop
Exquisite 18th Century Reproductions

20 Stirling Road, Watchung, NJ 07069 • (908) 756-7623
Monday - Saturday 10-5:30 • Thursday Evening ‘til 9 • S UNDAY 1-5

of the design of our parks by Fredric
Law Olmsted,” she said. “The
signage afforded by the grant will
help everyone using the trail understand a little bit more about the
county’s role in the Elizabeth River
and its associated parks.”
Elizabeth Mayor Chris Bollwage
said, “The Elizabeth River Trail will
certainly allow the public to enjoy
our city in a non-motorized way and
the signage associated with the National Recreational Trail grants will
help to highlight the great history
that our city has.”
Linda Morgan, chairwoman of the
Elizabeth River Trail Program Committee, said, “This grant award adds
to the success and the excitement
that the project will bring to everyone living and visiting the city.”
To learn more about the project,
call Groundwork Elizabeth at (908)
289-0262, or e-mail groundworkelizabeth@groundworkusa.net.

are you a writer?
register for the annual
creative writing contest
goleader.com/tiw/contest

on handmade Shifman mattresses

BANCROFT

Jamie Lynn Drohan interviewed
Mr. Bramnick and the show will air in
the next few weeks.
Assemblyman Bramnick asked,
“Do you think we will be better off
under the control of the county?” He
answered his own question, “hands
off.”
“To save money, the state should
send in forensic accountants to all
schools to find out where the real
waste exists,” said Mr. Bramnick.

Groundwork Elizabeth
Receives $25,000 Grant

WF Board of Ed. Mails
Letter to All Residents

SAVE
35-50%

A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

You may have heard of The Mattress Factory, you may even be sleeping on one of their beds. Did you know
they have a beautiful new location in
Fanwood? Brothers Ron and Rick
along with mom Marlene have owned
this business for about 20 years now
and have been running it for just as
long. A year ago last October, they
moved their operation to a new facility
at 35 South Avenue in Fanwood. The
Borough of Fanwood has welcomed
them with open arms. In turn, The
Mattress Factory has taken a couple of
the older buildings on South Avenue
and beautified them — making a real
improvement on their block. Among
The Mattress Factory’s standout qualities is their ability to provide their
customers with a superior product at a
lesser price. How do they do this?
They are a small operation that is
factory direct. That means they have
less overhead than the larger brands
and there is no middleman. Much of
what you purchase from them is actually made to order – and if you don’t
see it on their showroom floor, ask for
it. They can make just about anything.
The owners say, “A mattress is a
big ticket item and we try to take the
stress out of buying one. We don’t
want to sell our customers anything
more than what they need, and they’re
never stuck if they’re not happy; we
value our repeat business.” Visit them
at mattressfac.com.
Have you ever noticed the sign across
from the North Avenue train station
that says Westfield Health and Rehabilitation? It went up about four-anda-half years ago. If you go inside,

you’ll find a bustling chiropractic and
physical therapy office with two
young, dynamic chiropractors. Dr.
Todd Carnucci owns the practice where
he and his associate, Dr. Stan Nosal,
treat patients with an array of physical
symptoms, most of which include pain
of some kind. A visit to this office is
truly a comprehensive experience that
begins with x-rays for every patient
and, if needed, can include time with
a staff MD, one of the physical therapists and any number of other tests and
treatments. Dr. Todd, as his patients
affectionately call him, is passionate
about delivering his patients to a pain
free existence so that they can return
to their normal lives. In case you were
wondering, Dr. Todd points out that
chiropractic is safe and effective. He
says, it pays the lowest rate in malpractice insurance – and that his patients rave about the quality of care
and the positive impact in their lives.
Final words from Dr. Todd? “You
only have one spine so keep it as
healthy as possible.” E-mail
DrCarnucci@yahoo.com.
There are hundreds of retail and
professional establishments in this
area and each one has something
unique to offer.
Editor’s Note: Mrs. Shovlin is a
member of the board of directors of
the Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce (WACC). Working with WACC
Executive Director, Naomi McElynn,
she will write about member businesses on a regular basis. WACC serves
Scotch Plains, Fanwood, Westfield,
Garwood and Mountainside. Their
website is westfieldareachamber.com.

Bulldog Club of NJ to Host
Match Show February 4
BRIDGEWATER – The Bulldog than 3 months old will be permitted.
“We invite anyone interest in learnClub of New Jersey invites the public
to its match show on Sunday, Febru- ing more about bulldogs to join us for
ary 4, in Bridgewater. Doors open at this fun event,” said Marianne Ayers,
10:30 a.m. at the Somerset County 4- show chairman. “They will meet many
H Building, 310 Milltown Road. Judg- people who enjoy educating others
ing will begin at 12:30 p.m. The cost about bulldogs, and there will be plenty
of puppies of all ages, as
of admission is $8 and
well as adult dogs, who
includes lunch.
can’t wait to make a new
Bulldogs are often
friend.”
called sourmugs, but they
The Bulldog Club of
are comical, loveable
New Jersey (BCNJ) is
dogs. Bulldogs are very
concerned with the edupopular pets. As with any
cation of pet owners and
breed, they are not the
ideal dogs for everyone.
breeders of bulldogs. The
club encourages responThe club is committed to
sible pet ownership.
promoting responsible
dog ownership by eduBCNJ is a member club
of The Bulldog Club of
cating the public about
Axel
America and the New Jerthese animals.
The match show is sponsored by the sey Federation of Dog Clubs. Memclub each year to provide a forum for bership in BCNJ includes both people
the public to learn more about bull- who participate in dog shows and those
dogs; connect current and would-be who simply couldn’t imagine life withbulldog owners with knowledgeable out a bulldog. Members include
bulldoggers plus give dogs and hu- bulldoggers from throughout the state
mans new to the show ring some train- and surrounding region. The club meets
ing and practice before entering point monthly.
For more information, visit
shows.
Dogs 3 months of age and older are bcnj.org or call Ms. Ayers at (732)
eligible to compete. No puppies less 431-0535.
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NJ Turnpike Privatization
Needs a Roadblock

Peyton's

Peek at the Week
In Politics

By DANIEL SCHULMAN
American Forum, Washington, D.C.

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

Former U.S. Att. Charged
In Call-Girl Ring
A former U.S. attorney of New Jersey, Paul W. Bergrin, was arraigned last
week in Newark in connection with
high-price call girl ring in New York
City that catered to stockbrokers and
professional athletes. He and two codefendants were charged with money
laundering, solicitation of prostitution
and misconduct in connection with NY
Confidential. He is represented by his
former law partner, Anthony Pope, the
attorney representing suspended
Westfield police office Greg Kasko in
his current disciplinary hearing. Also
charged are Mr. Bergrin’s law clerk and
a former New Jersey state trooper and
owner of a Bloomfield sports bar. He
faces up to 25 years if convicted.

NJ Transit Director
Warrington Resigns
NJ Transit Executive Director George
Warrington last week announced his
resignation after five years on the job,
which pays $289,000, according to The
Star-Ledger. He had previously been
the head of Amtrak. He listed an addition of 100 trains and 10,000 seats
during daily schedules, expansion of
bus lines, the debut of multilevel rail
cars and additional parking at train
stations as major accomplishments.
Transportation Commissioner Kris
Kolluri promised an “expedited process” to find a new director.

Sen. Connors Not To
Seek Ninth Senate Term
Republican State Senator Leonard
Connors, LD-77, has announced he
will not seek a ninth term, politicsnj.com
has reported. The leading candidate to

replace is his son, nine-term Assemblyman Christopher Connors. Mr. Connors
becomes the fourth Republican State
Senator to retire this year, joining William Gormley of Atlantic County, Robert Martin of Morris County and Joe
Palaia of Monmouth County.

Dems Select Denver
For ’08 Convention
The Democratic Party has selected
Denver, Colo. to host its 2008 national convention, according to the
Associated Press. New York City
came in second. The convention is
slated for August 25-28 at the Pepsi
Center. Republicans will hold their
convention four days later in Minneapolis-St. Paul, Minn.

Sen. Chris Dodd Joins
Field In Presidental Race
Connecticut United States Sen. Chris
Dodd last week announced he will run
for the Democratic presidential nomination in 2008. He joins a field that
includes former North Carolina Senator and 2004 vice-presidential candidate John Edwards, Ohio Rep. Dennis
Kucinich and Delaware Senator Joe
Biden. Former First Lady and current
New York Senator Hillary Clinton and
Illinois Senator Barack Obama have
not officially filed for the race.

Fmr. Brick Mayor Pleads
Guilty to Extortion
Former Brick Mayor Joseph Scarpelli
pleaded guilty last week to federal extortion charges. He admitted to accepting bribes from a developer and faces a
prison term of 24 to 30 months. He
resigned as mayor last month following a federal corruption probe that
spanned two-and-a-half years.

Westfield Gets its First
South African Store
WESTFIELD – Everything at
Earthchild, the new children’s clothing store in downtown Westfield is
made in Cape Town, South Africa.
Even the décor of the store, expressed
in a driftwood finish, portrays a natural ambiance from the continent,
which the owners hope will lift customers’ spirits, calm their senses and
prepare them for a shopping experience unlike the hustle and bustle of
today’s modern world.
Downtown Westfield is the first
U.S. location for Earthchild that has
six stores in South Africa, one in
Toronto, Canada and one in France.
Earthchild Clothing is an international
chain, established in South Africa in
2004, following in the footsteps of
the mother brand, Earthaddict.
The store features a range of

children’s clothing marketed as fashionably unique with comfort, durability and natural feel.
Earthchild promotes a “100 percent natural” philosophy with design,
manufacture, natural cottons and colors contributing to a distinctive look,
while geared for comfort and ease of
wear.
In the Western Cape of South Africa, the company says they play an
important role in the local community
as well as providing job opportunities.
The new Westfield store, located at
111 Central Avenue, held its grand
opening last Saturday, January 13.
Casey Horgan, Susan Markowitz and
Toshi Gibson are partners in the business. The store’s phone number is
(908) 518-0300. For more information, e-mail kasutousa@yahoo.com.
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SHARING IDEAS…Dozens of education, municipal and county officials meet on
January 10 at Kean University to discuss shared services cost-saving ideas.
Pictured, left to right, are: Brian Zychowski, Clark Township Superintendent of
Schools; Union County Freeholder Chair Bette Jane Kowalski and Elizabeth
Business Administrator Bridget Zellner.

Construction Begins On
Esposito Park In Clark
CLARK– Union County Freeholder Chairwoman Bette Jane
Kowalski has announced that the
county has begun construction on the
new 13-acre Esposito Park on Madison Hill Road in Clark.
Among its new amenities, the new
recreational facility will include two
tennis courts, a children’s playground,
picnic area, a skateboard park,
restroom building, park benches, a
flagpole, and a softball field with a
soccer field overlay.
“Esposito Park conserves one of
the Union County’s last existing fresh
water wetlands while allowing for
public enjoyment,” said Freeholder
Dan Sullivan, who chairs the Union
County Open Space, Recreation and
Historic Preservation Trust Fund
Committee.
The county had purchased the property, formerly known as the Esposito
Farm in 2003 through the Union
County Open Space, Recreation and
the Historic Preservation Trust Fund.
The $2.9 million project preserves
the land’s environmental qualities and
creates public open space and recreation opportunities where none previously existed, Mr. Sullivan noted.
The project will be funded by the
Union County Open Space fund.
The construction portion of the
project is targeted for completion by
August 2007 although playable fields
will have to rest an additional year for
seeding to take hold.
The Esposito Park plan was developed by consensus with residents and
community officials. Consultants actively worked with residents to integrate recreational facilities best suitable for site preservation and community recreation.
The addition to the Union County
Park Systems creates public open
space at the heart of several population centers, and is accessible by

walking, biking, public transportation, and motor vehicle.
The design for Esposito includes
multiple recreation and conservation
purposes. Both active and passive
activities will be available for all age
groups.
A half-mile paved walking path
with exercise fitness stations and two
footbridges will be built around the
perimeter of the park providing scenic views of the fresh water wetlands
while providing cross-park accessibility.
An earthen berm, heavily planted
with trees and shrubs will separate
Esposito Park from its Madison Hill
Road frontage and create a greater
sense of enclosure.
Evergreen buffer plantings will be
utilized to designate specific areas of
the park, and to shield the park from
adjoining residences. Trees will be
planted near the children’s playground, park benches, and throughout the park.
Pedestrian access and a driveway
entrance from Madison Hill Road
will lead a 70-stall parking lot, including three handicapped accessible
stalls. Also planned is a tribute to the
Esposito family, and memorial gardens.
The Esposito Farm property was
one of the largest farmsteads in Union
County, and the freeholder board’s
decision spared the site from a proposed high density housing development.
The park was named in honor of the
late Peter J. Esposito, who originally
owned and operated the farmstead.

If you’ve ever traveled cross-country on I-90, you’ve driven the Indiana Toll Road, a major trucking artery that stretches 157 miles across
the length of northern Indiana. What
you may not know is that last
June, the “Main Street of the
Midwest,” as it’s locally
known, was turned over to a
foreign consortium – made
up of the Spanish construction firm Cintra and
Macquarie Infrastructure
Group (MIG) of Australia – in exchange for $3.8 billion.
The privatization of the nation’s
highways, a trend touched off in 2005
when the City of Chicago sold a 99year-lease on the Chicago Skyway to
the same consortium, has so far received little attention. It is, however,
big news in the investment banking
world and major firms such as
Goldman Sachs and the Carlyle Group
have already set up infrastructure
funds to invest in what they expect to
be a very lucrative market.
Goldman, the primary dealmaker
in the toll road market thus far, is
pushing privatization aggressively
around the country, advising Indiana
and other states considering
privatization even as it has created a
fund whose sole purpose is to maximize returns by picking up infrastructures for the best price possible.
The idea seems to be catching on.
In all, more than 20 states have passed
legislation allowing so-called public-private partnerships to lease and
operate toll roads. And recently, states
including New York, Pennsylvania,
and New Jersey have raised the possibility of leasing major turnpikes,
while other states, from Florida to
Alaska, are now considering inviting
the private sector to build and operate
highways and bridges.
In New Jersey, the plan Governor
Jon Corzine has floated to privatize
the state’s 148-mile turnpike, along
with other public assets, deserves
particular scrutiny, given his history as Goldman’s former chairman
and CEO.
The Indiana deal inked by Governor Mitch Daniels will yield hundreds of millions of dollars in tax
breaks for the consortium, which
also receives immunity from most
local and state taxes. Under the deal,
the consortium collects all the tolls,
which it’s allowed to raise to levels
far beyond what Hoosiers have been
used to. In fact, one analysis found
that if the toll regime in place in

Indiana and Chicago had been applied to New York’s Holland Tunnel
for the past 70 years, the toll could
stand at $185 rather than the current
$6. Another analysis found that the
value of the road over the 75-year
term could be as much as $11.38
billion – a nice return on
MIG-Cintra’s investment, but
a potential net loss of more
than $7 billion to Indiana taxpayers.
For companies seeking to
buy up American infrastructure, the financial stakes in
privatizing the nation’s transportation arteries are potentially huge. In
1956, a Republican president, Dwight
Eisenhower, convinced Congress that
an integrated, public highway system
was vital to economic development,
commerce, and even national security. Today, Ike’s legacy is at a crossroads. The federal highway trust fund,
financed by the proceeds of the federal gas tax, is running out of money,
in part because lawmakers have not
dared to raise the tax since the mid90s. At this rate, the fund will be in
the red by 2009. Meanwhile, states
and cities desperate for repairs to
decaying roads and bridges, not to
mention new highways, are struggling to find ways to pay for transportation projects.
Enter privatization, which promises a quick fix – and a means to
outsource difficult political decisions,
like raising tolls or taxes, to entities
that don’t have to worry about getting
reelected. The notion has the enthusiastic backing of the Bush administration, but some politicians are worried
that, as Congressman Peter DeFazio,
D-OR put it during a congressional
hearing on highway privatization last
May, we are “outsourcing political
will to a private entity.”
“It’s a scam, basically,” Rep.
DeFazio, the incoming chair of the
House Subcommittee on Highways,
Transit, and Pipelines, later said in an
interview. “It just does not make sense
for an integrated national transportation system.”
With the highway trust fund headed
toward running on empty, it’s clear
that new transportation funding options are needed. But before the nation heads further down the
privatization road, there needs to be a
national dialogue – and not just among
the nation’s investment bankers.
Editor’s Note: The author, Daniel
Schulman, is Mother Jones
Magazine’s Washington, DC-based
Lannan Investigative Fellow. He can
be reached at (202) 536-2654.

PUBLIC NOTICE TO VOTERS OF WESTFIELD
PURSUANT TO N.J.S.A. 19: 12-9, YOU ARE HEREBY ADVISED OF THE FOLLOWING PROCEDURE
TO USE FOR THE SPECIAL SCHOOL BOARD ELECTIONS TO BE HELD ON JANUARY 23, 2007.
(1) ANY PERSON ATTEMPTING TO VOTE MAY BE CHALLENGED BY A CANDIDATE, BY
THE DULY AUTHORIZED CHALLENGER OF A POLITICAL PARTY OR ON A PUBLIC
QUESTION, OR BY A MEMBER OF THE DISTRICT BOARD OF ELECTIONS, BECAUSE
THE VOTER’S NAME APPEARS ON A CHALLENGER LIST PREPARED BY THE
SUPERINTENDENT OF ELECTION (IF ANY) OF THE COUNTY OR BECAUSE THE
CHALLENGER OR BOARD MEMBER HAD GOOD CAUSE TO BELIEVE THAT THE
VOTER IS NOT ENTITLED TO VOTE;
(2) MEMBERS OF THE DISTRICT BOARD AND ALL DULY AUTHORIZED CHALLENGERS
ARE PROHIBITED FROM CHALLENGING, DELAYING OR PREVENTING THE RIGHT
TO VOTE OF ANY PERSON BECAUSE OF THAT PERSON’S RACE, COLOR, NATIONAL
ORIGIN, EXPECTED MANNER OF CASTING A VOTE OR RESIDENCE IN A
PARTICULAR WARD; HOUSING COMPLEX OR SECTION OF A MUNICIPALITY OR
COUNTY;
(3) A PERSON WHO IS CHALLENGED BECAUSE THAT PERSON’S NAME APPEARS ON A
CHALLENGER LIST MAY SEEK TO ESTABLISH HIS OR HER RIGHT TO VOTE BY
SWEARING AND SIGNING AN AFFIDAVIT ATTESTING TO THE VOTER’S
QUALIFICATIONS AND/OR PROVIDING A SUITABLE IDENTIFYING DOCUMENT FOR
INSPECTION, WHICH MAY BE—BUT NOT LIMITED TO—THE FOLLOWING: A VALID
NEW JERSEY DRIVERS LICENSE, A SAMPLE BALLOT WITH THE VOTER’S NAME
AND ADDRESS, AND OFFICIAL FEDERAL, STATE, COUNTY OR MUNICIPAL
DOCUMENT, A CURRENT UTILITY OR TELEPHONE BILL OR TAX OR RENT RECEIPT
OR A PIECE OF MAIL POSTMARKED ON OR AFTER THE 60TH DAY BEFORE THE
ELECTION; A COPY OF THE AFFIDAVIT SHALL BE GIVEN TO THE CHALLENGED
VOTER; THE DISTRICT BOARD SHALL DETERMINE THE VALIDITY OF THE
CHALLENGE BY VOTING ON IT PURSUANT OT N.J.S.A. 19:15-24;
(4) ANY PERSON WHOSE NAME DOES NOT APPEAR ON A CHALLENGE LIST BUT WHO
IS CHALLENGED BY A DULY AUTHORIZED CHALLENGER OR BY A MEMBER OF
THE DISTRICT BOARD OF ELECTIONS MAY SEEK TO ESTABLISH HIS OR HER
RIGHT TO VOTE BY SWEARING AND SIGNING THE AFFIDAVIT AND/OR PROVIDING
THE PROOF DESCRIBED IN PARAGRAPH (3) ABOVE; THE DISTRICT BOARD SHALL
DETERMINE THE VALIDITY OF THE CHALLENGE BY VOTING ON IT PURSUANT TO
N.J.S.A. 19:15-24;
(5) ANY CHALLENGER WHO SUCCEEDS IN DENYING A VOTER THE RIGHT TO VOTE
MUST SIGN AN AFFADAVIT STATING THE REASON WHY THE VOTER IS NOT
ENTITLED TO VOTE AND MUST FURNISH A COPY OF THE AFFIDAVIT TO THE
CHALLENGED VOTER; THE DISTRICT BOARD MAY, IN ITS DISCRETION, REQUIRE
THAT THE CHALLENGER AFFIDAVIT BE SIGNED WHEN THE CHALLENGE IS
MADE;
(6) A PERSON WHO IS DENIED THE RIGHT TO VOTE BY REASON OF A SUCCESSFUL
CHALLENGE MADE AT THE POLLS, MAY SEEK TO VOTE BY GOING BEFORE A
SUPERIOR COURT JUDGE TO SEEK A COURT ORDER ALLOWING THAT PERSON TO
VOTE; THE APPLICANT SHOULD TAKE COPIES OF ANY AFFIDAVITS GIVEN TO HIM
OR HER AT THE POLLS AND ANY PROOF SUBMITTED AT THE POLLS IN SUPPORT
OF THAT PERSON’S RIGHT TO VOTE;
(7) FORMS TO REGISTER COMPLAINTS ABOUT THE CONDUCT OF AN ELECTION
SHALL BE AVAILABLE AT EACH POLLING PLACE IN THE COUNTY.
FURTHER INFORMATION CAN BE OBTAINED FROM THE UNION COUNTY BOARD OF
ELECTIONS (908) 517-4123.
UNION COUNTY BOARD OF ELECTIONS
JUNE S. FISCHER,
MARY ELLEN HARRIS
TERESA M. HALE
JOHN DeSIMONE

CHAIRPERSON
SECRETARY
MEMBER
MEMBER

WWW.UCNJ.ORG/ELECTIONBOARD
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The ‘False-Foe Phenomenon’ of
Taxpayers Versus ‘The Alliance’
One of the most powerful and energetic political
alliances in our society is that of the local boards of
education with the teachers unions and the PTOs.
Mostly, the goals of ‘The Alliance’ are good – “At all
cost, do what is necessary to enhance the education of
our youth.” Society depends on ‘The Alliance’ to champion this cause.
Unfortunately, the system pits ‘The Alliance’ against
the taxpayers each year during voting for school budgets and bonds. Has this created a “false foe phenomenon?”
Who is the real foe? ‘The Alliance’ received a shock
in December when the NJ State Assembly approved
legislation to begin dissolving local BOEs and start
forming countywide units instead. ‘The Alliance’ reacted with a fury and scared the h#!! out of the legislature. The state senate then narrowly defeated the measure, but the initiative is not dead.
Perhaps now, ‘The Alliance’ must realize that the foe
is in Trenton and that which Trenton embodies –
corruption, double dipping, pay-to-play, dual office
More Letters
Page 18

holding, malfeasance, no-bid contracts, ad nausea.
‘The Alliance’ would have more to gain by joining
the taxpayer in the fight against Trenton – in our view.
Imagine the impact if the PTOs in Newark had thirdgraders write letters, “Dear Senator Sharpe James,
Why did you sell our land to your friends for a dollar a
square foot?”
Or, if Edison Intermediate School children wrote
letters, “Dear Senator Wayne Bryant, Why did you
accept pay for no-show jobs when the money could
have been used for school lunch in Camden?”
Or, if Roosevelt Intermediate School children wrote
letters, “Dear Senate President Richard Codey, If you
end corruption by others but exempt yourself and other
legislators, will we still get a better library?”
So whether the school bond referendum passes or
fails in Westfield this coming Tuesday, let’s not forget
where to put our energy in the future toward improving
funding for education. Let’s challenge the morass in
Trenton and flush the ‘false-foe phenomenon’ of taxpayers versus ‘The Alliance.’

Letters to the Editor

School Bond is Best Way to Address Students’ Needs
And to Preserve the Westfield Education Value
For the past 12 months, the Westfield
Board of Education has actively sought
the opinions of hundreds of local residents about how to respond to current
elementary school overcrowding and intermediate school enrollment imbalances.
These conversations took place at meetings of the Citizens Advisory Committee
on Enrollment, school PTOs, and local
civic groups, in pre-school auditoriums,
local coffee shops and many private
homes. The response to these discussions
is the proposal in the Westfield school
bond referendum.
There is no one perfect solution to the
situation now facing the Westfield Public
Schools; but we believe the compromise

proposal being offered provides the best
opportunity to preserve what is most
highly valued in a Westfield education.
We have been on the board of ed for a
combined total of more than 13 years and
have evaluated and constructively criticized proposed solutions to many quandaries faced by the district. The problems
facing us today are complex, but after
evaluating the alternatives, we believe
that this bond is the most appropriate way
to address our students’ needs, respect
overburdened taxpayers, preserve the distinction of a Westfield education, and
sustain the demand for and value of
Westfield home properties. The bond referendum offers a broad-based solution

Defeat of School Bond Would Cause
District To Raise Class Size Policy
My husband and I moved to Westfield
in 1997 looking for a community to call
home. At the time, we had a two-year-old
son and we were expecting another baby.
We found Westfield attractive for a large
number of reasons, the public school system being one.
In 1998 there was an $11.7-million
bond referendum to put additions onto a
number of the town’s elementary schools.
As we learned more, we found out that a
previous bond referendum had been defeated a year before, and this scaled down
version reduced the number of classrooms
and facilities being proposed. While we
had no children in the public school and
had no knowledge of whether the schools
slotted for additions would be the schools
our children would ultimately attend, we
enthusiastically supported the bond. Why?
Because we had bought into this community and wanted to support its continued
vitality. Two years later in 2000 another
bond, this one for $21.5 million for an
addition and renovation of the high school
was proposed and successfully passed.
Going back in our town’s history – the
Westfield community has historically
supported the school system. That is what
strong communities do. While your child
may not directly benefit from the proposals in this bond, someone else’s children
will, as yours did from a previous bond or
will from a subsequent bond. Together
we support the continued vitality and
attractiveness of Westfield. We support
each other so that when it is our turn to

need the services, they are there.
Overcrowding in our elementary
schools is real. Can we continue like this?
Absolutely, but that is a choice you must
make. Without this bond we will need to
do things differently such as raising our
class size policy, moving away from our
neighborhood school concept, continuing our arts programs without adequate
facilities and limiting the growth of our
in-district special education programs.
This is not, in my opinion, how we want
to operate.
The funds in the bond earmarked for
facility upgrades, primarily to Roosevelt
Intermediate School, are a way for us to
accomplish necessary capital improvements in a cost effective manner. By
funding the projects through a bond we
will be able to do the work now, but can
pay for it over the next 20 years. Many of
the district’s capital projects such as window replacement, ceiling and light replacement and roof replacement have been
financed through bonds.
So, why do I support this bond? Because it includes reasonable, necessary
improvements to our school district. For
many of us, this is not the first bond we
have been asked to pass for our schools,
and I am certain (as long as the legislature
allows us local control) it will not be the
last. Please join me by voting yes on
January 23.
Beth Cassie, member
Westfield Board of Education

with benefits for many but the overall is
much more reasonable than many of the
alternatives considered.
Many have asked us why we can’t
cover these costs in our regular operating
budget. In prior years we were able to
“save up” for major building renovations
and maintenance costs, but recent NJ
state legislation has imposed budget
growth caps and prohibits us from holding more than a 2 percent reserve fund. As
a result, we can no longer pay for major
repairs or improvements in an operating
budget or reserve budget funds for future
use.
Each year’s operating budget is highly
scrutinized. The good news is that in state
comparisons reviewing district total costs
per pupil, recent Westfield school budgets have been notable for keeping spending below average. And, we have applied
this same mindset of frugality in establishing the budget contained in the bond,
which enables us to amortize these costs
over 20 years.
Many have also asked why we haven’t
given them a choice of proposals. We are
community officials elected to provide
citizen governance for what our schools
need and what our community wants, but
we are also responsible for ensuring that
Westfield taxpayers get the most for their
tax dollars. Each part of the bond proposal
contributes to the current needs of Westfield
schools in a fiscally practical way.
Continuous improvement in our
schools is a positive reflection on our
community’s strength and property values. Two of our children are no longer
Westfield students, but they benefited
from past bonds paid for by many of our
friends and neighbors. In turn, we will
pay for the opportunity of future generations of children to benefit from this bond.
A thriving community must stand together to give continued financial support
to its public schools. What do we stand to
gain? What is the value of a Westfield
education? What is the value of a thriving
community where real estate remains in
demand by young families seeking a
Westfield education for their children?
I hope you will join us by voting yes for
the school bond referendum on January
23. Polling hours are 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. Vote
at your regular voting location.
Anne Riegel, President
Ginny Leiz, V.P., Finance Chair
Westfield Board of Education
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Selling Elm Building Could Generate
Funds for Lincoln, Roosevelt Projects
I am not sure if this $10 million bond is
“right for the children” of Westfield –
having a centralized kindergarten and
spending millions to make the Roosevelt
cafeteria bigger. I don`t know. What I do
know is, as long as voting booths are in
the schools, whatever the BOE wants,
they are going to get.
I equate this to people who call themselves Republican or Democrat. They
walk in the booth and vote party line.
They don‘t care who the candidate is or
what they have been indicted for – they
vote the line. As long as these booths are
in the schools, the soccer moms will vote
whatever the BOE says, because they
want whatever they can get for “their
kids,” even if there is no bang for the
taxpayers buck.
Move the voting booths (especially
one of these non-political election voting
years) out of the schools and into the “Y,”
VFW Post, the municipal building or
even the Trolley. Then, the town will

have a better chance of controlling the
BOE.
I thought that selling the Elm Street
buildingwas part of the original equation.
The Lincoln School could be sold to
McMansion builders also. Take the proceeds of both sales, let‘s say $10 million,
and use some of it to improve the library
at Roosevelt Intermediate School as well
as other critical needs. I don’t think spending money for a bigger lunch room is the
best use of funds.
The several million remaining could
be put in an interest bearing account, or
used to pay off some of the existing debt
to reduce payments. The BOE could rent
office space that could be paid for with
the interest.
In short, rather than borrowing more
money and paying more interest, rearrange under-used assets and better apply
the money to the important needs.
John Mancini
Westfield

Vote ‘Yes’ this Tuesday in the
Westfield School Bond Referendum
I am the parent of a 3-year-old preschool student and a 5-year-old kindergartner, and I am volunteering my time on
the (Westfield’s) Citizens for Education
Committee. The committee’s goal is to
educate Westfield residents on the upcoming Tuesday, January 23 school bond
referendum.. The goals of the bond are to
create space in our over crowded elementary schools, especially grades 3-5 and to
create a safe environment at the Roosevelt
Middle School.
In order to create space in the elementary schools, a centralized early learning
education center, including kindergarten
would be developed. This would free up
space in all elementary schools, keeping
class size at 18 to 25 and provide the very
important opportunity for an art and/or
music room in all elementary schools.
The key benefits for the early childhood
learning center are numerous, including a
strengthened program with targeted expertise for the pre-school handicapped
and kindergarten aged children. It is important to note that the early childhood
learning center provides the opportunity
for bringing out of district placements
back to Westfield resulting in cost savings.
I toured the Roosevelt Middle School
and was horrified. In addition to unsafe
and deteriorated stairwells and dimly lit
hallways, I was distressed to learn that
many of our town’s children eat lunch in
less than 20 minutes (10 minutes to be
exact). The cafeteria is too small to ac-

commodate a full grade in a period therefore necessitating the need for a split
period lunch. Did you know the size of the
library is below state standards? This
limits the types of resources available to
our children. Last, but not least, because
the breezeway is not enclosed and the
school doors need to be locked, foot traffic resulting from diverting children to
use the upper “enclosed bridge” is a nightmare. Enclosing the breezeway allows
for less congested hallways and therefore
a safer environment.
I have decided to work on helping to
promote this bond because if it is defeated, I believe our children will suffer
as overcrowded classrooms will adversely
impact the quality of their education. If
this bond does not pass, class sizes will be
increased, art/music on a cart will continue and the music and art rooms at
Franklin School will be jeopardized, more
redistricting will occur, Roosevelt students will be educated in a sub-optimal
environment with 10 minutes to eat lunch
and the bottom line is, Westfield’s school
system will begin to deteriorate. I want
more for my children and their future and
hope you feel the same.
Support our town, our schools and our
future by voting ‘Yes” on January 23
from 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. at your usual polling
area.
Gina Totino
Westfield

‘No’ to Bond Vote Is the Only One
That Makes Sense for Westfield
This month marks the 10th anniversary of the Westfield Board of Education
(BOE) vote to spend several million dollars on the administration building at 302
Elm Street — at a time when Westfield’s
students were going to school in trailers
and the nine school buildings were shabby
and in disrepair.
Despite protests and opposition, the
BOE has done just that. Reasoned and
researched proposals for the sale of 302
Elm Street have been ignored. The minority board members who have had the
intelligence and courage to see the wisdom of converting the building to an asset
deserve our respect and gratitude.

Why does the Board of Education refuse
to use this financial resource? Board offices do not need to be moved to Lincoln
School, although it was a logical step at
the time. There are other choices.
How can Westfield continue to ignore
this financial asset and revenue stream?
Why are the taxpayers being asked to
continue to compensate for this unnecessary deficit? How can we have confidence in the financial decisions of the
Board of Education when we go to the
polls January 23? A “No” vote is the only
one that makes sense.
Joanne Hone
Westfield

Centralized Kindergarten Would Be
Something Parents Could Count On
As the mother of two young children,
one not yet in the Westfield public school
system, I felt I should write to clarify a
point that I have not seen addressed in
coverage of enrollment issues and in other
letters to the editor regarding the upcoming school bond vote on January 23.
The creation of an early childhood
learning center at Lincoln School is desirable for many reasons, most of which
have been covered already. One other
benefit of an early childhood learning
center is that parents would know in advance where their kindergartners would
attend school in the fall. As parents, it is
our responsibility to manage our children’s
expectations and prepare them for what
they will face when they leave our homes.
We have already experienced that
neighborhood schools are a goal, not a
guarantee. When schools need room, it is
easier to move kindergartners than any
other grade in an elementary school. Wilson School, where my older son is a
second-grader, faced this situation for the
2006-2007 school year. About 20 students whose neighborhood school is Wilson currently attend kindergarten at
Franklin School, which had enough space
to accommodate them this year. This is a
situation that has been faced at Jefferson
and Washington Schools in recent years.
That it happens one year and not others
shows how difficult it can be to predict
where there will be an enrollment bubble
in a given year. An enrollment surge of
five to 10 new students would be much

more easily accommodated at a centralized kindergarten with approximately 18
sections. That many additional kindergarten children at one elementary school
with only one or two sections could cause
the class sizes to grow too large and force
some children to attend someone else’s
neighborhood school for a year.
It would be less disruptive if all affected families could know this situation
was coming in time to consider other
options, but a school may not know it has
more kindergartners than it can accommodate until after private school deadlines have passed. And many families
cannot or would not consider private kindergarten, and they shouldn’t have to,
when a perfectly good public school is
available.
What we can know, if the bond passes,
is that kindergartners would go to Lincoln
School. Parents could prepare their preschoolers (and their older siblings) for
this fact. Staggered start times would
mean that they might be able to walk to
school with older siblings and get on a bus
there, walk to schools with older siblings
and then walk to their own school, or be
driven to Lincoln. Is it less convenient
than kindergarten in your neighborhood
school? Yes, but it’s something you can
count on and something you can prepare
your children for, and that is something
we can all vote for.
Amy Root
Westfield

How Does Westfield School Bond
Referendum Benefit me?
We frequently get asked this question
and here is my answer:
The bond benefits every person, young
and old who resides in Westfield. Our
town prides itself on an excellent educational system. It is one of the main selling
points for potential buyers; it’s why most
of us move to Westfield and why many
people move back to raise their families.
In order to maintain our signature in
excellence, we must continually meet
higher standards in our curriculum, replace outdated technology and upgrade
our facilities. Like us, many towns are
finding themselves in similar situations
of increased enrollment while still trying
to maintain smaller class sizes, increasing numbers of Special Ed students, the
desire to move them ‘indistrict,’ the loss
of music and art rooms and inevitably the
aging of facilities. But Westfield has an
opportunity to address these issues at a
very reasonable cost. We, unlike other
communities, have a building, which we
can renovate and create a state of the art
early childhood learning center, a step
many communities are taking.
We can also answer the call of the
Citizen’s Advisory Committee to make
long overdue renovation to Roosevelt’s

aging facility, its cafeteria and at the same
time extend that addition to add much
needed additional instructional space in
the library. We can address security issues by enclosing an open breezeway.
Many communities are seeking bonds
much larger than ours. We truly have put
together a plan that meets the needs of our
children and is respectful of the taxpayer.
So while you may not have a child that
may actually use the building that is being
renovated, you certainly will reap the
benefits in the long run when people are
looking to settle into our community, not
just because it is a great town to live but
especially because it is a great town to
raise our children.
Jane Clancy, member
Westfield Board of Ed.
And Pre-school teacher

Creative Writing Contest
See the Bernard Heeney Creative
Writing Contest details at:
www.goleader.com/tiw/contest

Intern Program Note
See the Leader/Times summer internship program details at:
www.goleader.com/internship
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Diction Deception
Below are four arcane words, each with
four definitions – only one is correct. The
others are made up. Are you sharp enough
to discern this deception of diction?
If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read individual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!
All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.
Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Scheelite – Calcium tungstate
2. Inquination – The act of defiling;
corruption
3. Yauld – Active, vigorous
4. Tovarisch – Comrade in the Soviet
Union
ANATINE
1. In zoology, having no joints
2. A pineapple
3. Soda; native sodium carbonate
4. Resembling a duck
CRISPIN
1. A shoemaker
2. A family of wading birds related to
the plovers
3. A Brazilian parakeet
4. A small brook
QUERL
1. To please
2. To drop food from the mouth when
partly masticated
3. To coil or wind round
4. To quiver or to shake
TRAULISM
1. Roving idly; going astray
2. Passing on unfavorable genetic traits
3. Responding slowly to an external
stimulus
4. A stammering

More Letters
on Page 18
Theft Against One Is
Theft Against Us All
Allow me to add my voice to that of my
colleague Father Harms in expressing
great dismay over the theft of religious
statuary from local Catholic institutions.
This is not a Catholic issue, any more than
the appearance of a swastika in the high
school is a Jewish issue.
We are members of one community,
and an act of theft or vandalism against
one house of worship is against us all. I
join with Father Harms, Father Masiello,
and all my brothers and sisters in faith in
hoping that the missing items will be
restored.
Rabbi Douglas Sagal
Temple Emanu-El
Westfield

The School Bond is not
Just for Kindergarten
On January 23, the residents of
Westfield have an opportunity vote on a
school bond referendum, which will
strengthen our schools and maintain the
standard of excellence we demand. I am
working as a volunteer on a committee,
Citizens for Education, to promote the
school bond referendum.
During the last several weeks, I have
gained an appreciation for what the bond
referendum means to education in our
town, and I have read and heard an awful
lot of misinformation. I am writing this
letter to share some important information – the facts – and let you know why I
think the bond is important.
Most importantly, the construction at
Lincoln School to establish an early childhood learning center is not just a kindergarten issue. One significant benefit of
the proposal is that it will enable us to
maintain the smaller class sizes that benefit all Westfield elementary students by
effectively adding one or two classrooms
in each of the elementary schools. Without the bond, there is a very real possibility that we will need to increase class
sizes beyond district policy. This is especially true for grades 3 to 5.
The proposed renovations at Roosevelt
are necessary. They are not a band-aid to
address middle school enrollment issues.
The renovations address very fundamental
safety and education issues. In these times,
we must enclose the breezeway and we
cannot leave the doors to our middle schools
open. Roosevelt needs a bigger cafeteria –
20 minutes for lunch simply is not enough
time to eat, much less socialize.
The proposal is necessary to maintain
the value of a Westfield education.
Whether or not you have kids in school,
most residents realize that the Westfield
School system enhances our property
values and is a source of pride. The construction directly impacts some of the
fundamentals of our school system: class
size, safety and the arts.
Currently, Lincoln School is leased to
the Union County Education Services
Commission – under circumstances that
are of great concern to the surrounding
neighborhood and the Board of Education.
By voting in favor of the bond and renovating Lincoln School to be used as an early
childhood learning center, we recapture a
school for use by Westfield students. This
is especially important with the recent
movement in Trenton to regionalize school
districts on a county-wide basis.
The alternatives are unacceptable. If
the bond does not pass, our schools will
suffer with larger class sizes and art and
music on the cart; the Roosevelt situation
will continue to deteriorate and the future
of the Lincoln School will only fester.
Doing nothing is not an option.
In talking to friends and neighbors, I
sense that many people see the bond as
just another tax increase. Certainly, construction has a cost (approximately $80
per year for the average family). However, it is helpful to recognize the benefit
we realize on this investment. In the near
future, we will be able to take advantage
of the additional space made available at
all elementary schools as a result of relocating the kindergarteners to Lincoln
School. In the long run, we all benefit
from investing in our real estate and making capital improvements to our schools.
When all things are considered, I hope
you will vote “Yes” for the school bond
on January 23. The bond represents an
opportunity to make an investment in our
town, our schools and our future.
Kathleen Caminiti, Westfield
Member of Citizens for Education
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Center For Hope to Hold
21st Annual Charity Ball

MR. AND MRS. STEPHEN DAVID KENDRICK, JR.
(She is the former Ms. Kimberly Jonele Green)

Ms. Kimberly J. Green Weds
Stephen D. Kendrick, Jr.
Ms. Kimberly Jonele Green, the
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Harold H.
Green of Garwood, was married on
Saturday, August 12, to Stephen David
Kendrick, Jr. He is the son of Mr. and
Mrs. Stephen D. Kendrick, Sr. of
Westfield.
Monsignor William Harms officiated the afternoon nuptials, which
took place at St. Helen’s Roman
Catholic Church in Westfield. A reception followed at the Twin Brooks
Country Club in Watchung.
Given in marriage by her father, the
bride had her sister, Ms. Kelly Green
of Springfield, as her maid of honor.
Matthew Pravda of Westfield, the
bridegroom’s friend, was the best man.
Linda and Kevin Walsh, the bride’s
aunt and uncle, and Mrs. Drew Hasson,
the bridegroom’s aunt, did readings.
A 1996 graduate of Union Catholic
High School in Scotch Plains, the bride
earned a Bachelor of Arts degree and
a Master of Arts degree in special
education from Kean University in
Union. She is a first grade teacher
employed by Woodbridge Public
Schools.

The bridegroom, a 1995 graduate
of Westfield High School, received a
Bachelor of Science degree in Economics from Kean University. He is a
sales representative with The Cintas
Corporation.
Following a wedding trip to Aruba,
the couple resides in Colonia.

Jacqueline Elisabeth
Joins Storms Family
Christie and Cliff Storms of
Westfield have announced the birth
of their daughter, Jacqueline Elisabeth
Storms, on Wednesday, December 13,
at 5:36 a.m.
Jacqueline weighed 7 pounds and
9 ounces and measured 19¼ inches in
length at birth.
She joins her brothers, Eric, age 8,
Timothy, age 6, and Matthew, age 3.
The baby’s maternal grandparents
are Emily and Ennio D’Urbano of
Linden.
Her paternal grandparents are
Karen Stefanowicz of Florida and
Cliff Storms of Pennsylvania.

MOUNTAINSIDE – The Center member of the Clark Volunteer Fire
For Hope Hospice and Palliative Care Department.
will host its 21st annual Charity Ball
Lieutenant Cerasa has been a memon Saturday, February
ber of the Center For
24, from 7:30 p.m. to
Hope’s volunteer demidnight at L’Affaire
partment since 1988.
Fine Catering, located
He has been active with
on Route 22, East, in
the center’s annual golf
Mountainside.
outing as well as Camp
This year, James V.
Starbright in Scotch
Cerasa, Jr. will receive
Plains, the center’s
the Coloney-Hudson
children’s bereavement
Award for embodying
camp.
the mission of the CenOver the past 10
ter For Hope. The cenyears, his dedication to
ter provides terminally
the center’s annual Suill patients with the
per Bowl raffle has renatural, humane care
sulted in more than
Lt. James Cerasa, Jr.
known as hospice and
$75,000 being contribtheir families and loved ones with uted to the care of patients solely
physical, emotional and spiritual through his efforts. The Center For
support regardless of race, ethnicity, Hope also honored Lieutenant Cerasa
religious affiliation or ability to pay. in 2005 during National Volunteer
A member of the Clark Police De- Week at the annual volunteer dinner.
partment since 1985, he was pro- He was named Volunteer of the Year
moted to sergeant in 1988 and lieu- for his ongoing efforts.
tenant in 1996. He also is an honorary
When asked why he volunteers with
the Center For Hope, he said, “I help
the center because cancer does not
Toastmasters to Hold
discriminate. I wanted to be involved
somewhere that accepts every person
Educational Series
AREA – Local Toastmasters clubs in need regardless of their circumwill sponsor a series of free educa- stances, their creed, race or religion.
Center President Robert Coloney
tional presentations entitled “Speeches
to Entertain, Inform, Encourage and noted that he has “never seen Jim
Inspire” on three Thursday evenings without a smile on his face and I am
at the Clark Public Library, located at most grateful for all the love and
genuine compassion he exhibits
303 Westfield Avenue.
Open to the public, they will be held whenever he is around. His commitfrom 7 to 8:30 p.m. on January 25, ment to the Center For Hope is driven
February 8 and March 8. Three speak- by our mission.”
The cost to attend the charity ball is
ers will be featured at each event.
Advance registration is required. For $75 and includes a full course dinner,
more details and registrations, please wine, beer, soda and music for dancvisit http://www27.brinkster.com/ ing by the David Aaron Orchestra.
njtoastmasters/ or call (973) 716-7341. For tickets or ad journal information,
Toastmasters clubs are chapters of please call (908) 889-7780.
Toastmasters International, a nonprofit organization devoted to helpFirst Baptist to Explore
ing people improve their communication and leadership skills. More
‘Seven Deadly Sins’
information about Toastmasters and
WESTFIELD – The First Baptist
club locations is available at http:// Church, located at 170 Elm Street in
www.toastmasters.org.
Westfield, will host a series on the
traditional seven deadly sins and their
Psychiatrist to Address contrary values on Sundays, January
21 through February 11, at both the
Mental Health Issues
adult forum at 9 a.m. and the worship
AREA – The National Alliance on service at 10:15 a.m.
Mental Illness will sponsor a free proThe series will focus on how these
gram entitled “Ask the Doctor” on ancient vices have taken on new forms
Tuesday, January 23, at 7:30 p.m. at of expression that are linked to the
the Osceola Presbyterian Church, lo- technology and values of the 21st
cated at 1689 Raritan Road in Clark. century. First Baptist has described it
The church is handicapped accessible. as “a fun way to do some introspecDr. Jeffrey T. Apter, a psychiatrist, tion and character-building.”
will answer audience questions. AlThe adult forum is a discussion led
though he specializes in the study of by the Reverend Lou Ruprecht, mindrugs used to treat mental illness, his ister of education at First Baptist. The
talk will include other topics and is- sermon series will include sermons
sues regarding mental disorders.
by Senior Pastor Dee Dee Turlington,
Dr. Apter is president and medical Associate Pastor Jeremy Montgomdirector of Princeton Medical Insti- ery and Reverend Ruprecht.
tute and Global Medical Institutes,
Visitors are welcome and
LLC. He has been the principal inves- childcare is provided from 9 to 11:30
tigator for over 100 trials involving a.m. For more information, please
depression, anxiety, bipolar disorder call (908) 233-2278 or e-mail
and Alzheimer’s disease. For more firstbaptist.westfield@verizon.net.
details or to check if a meeting is
cancelled due to inclement weather,
please call (908) 233-1628. Refreshwww.goleader.com
ments will be served.

MR. AND MRS. CHRISTIAN CEDERQVIST
(She is the former Miss Eleanor Schundler)

Miss Eleanor Schundler
Weds Christian Cederqvist
Miss Eleanor Schundler, the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Russell Schundler
of Westfield, was married on Saturday, September 23, to Christian
Cederqvist. He is the son of Dr. and
Mrs. Lars Cederqvist of Roosevelt
Island, N.Y.
The bride is the granddaughter of
the late Mr. and Mrs. Hans O.
Schundler and the late Mr. and Mrs.
Robert C. Thomson, Jr., former residents of Westfield.
The Reverend Bruce E. Schundler,
an uncle of the bride, performed the
midday ceremony in the Conservatory of The Madison Hotel in
Morristown. Another uncle, the
bride’s godfather, Bret D. Schundler,
gave the homily. A reception followed
in the ballroom of the hotel.
Given in marriage by her father, the
bride had her sister, Miss Elizabeth
Schundler of Somerville, Mass. as
her maid of honor. Four of the bride’s
cousins were bridal attendants, including Mrs. Jennifer Do Carmo of
Wolfeboro, N.H., Ms. Deborah
Murray of Portsmouth, N.H., Mrs.
Kelly Rakovic of Bedminster and Ms.
Rebecca Schundler of New York City.
Fredrik Cederqvist and Marcus
Cederqvist of Manhattan, the broth-

Boy Scout Troop 79
To Hold Open House
WESTFIELD – Boy Scout Troop
79 will host an open house for Webelo
scouts and young men (age 11 to 16)
on Monday, January 29, at 7:30 p.m. at
the St. Helen’s Parish Center, located
at 1600 Rahway Avenue in Westfield.
There will be a brief introductory
meeting, laser tag and refreshments.
Troop 79 participates in various
activities including camping, skiing,
community service, bowling and traditional scouting events. For more
details, please contact Kathie Caminiti
at Caminiti424@comcast.net.

ers of the bridegroom, served as best
men. The ushers were John Akano
and Saul Hayutin of New York City
and Robert Ball of Queens, N.Y.,
friends of the bridegroom.
The bride, who is known as Trudy,
graduated in 2001 with a Bachelor of
Arts degree in Psychology from the
University of Maryland and in 2004
with a Bachelor of Science degree in
Nursing from Columbia University.
She is a nurse in the In Vitro Fertilization Clinic of the New York University Medical Center in Manhattan.
The bridegroom graduated from
Syracuse University with a Bachelor
of Science degree in Biology in 1995.
He is an information technologist at
Nomura Securities in Manhattan.
The bridegroom’s family hosted
the rehearsal dinner in the Grain Room
of the Olde Mill Inn in Basking Ridge.
Following a cruise on the Mediterranean Sea, the couple resides in New
York City.

Newcomers’ Club Plans
Wine and Cheese Event
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Newcomers’ Club
will hold its annual Winter Wine and
Cheese event at 8 p.m. on Thursday,
February 15, at a member’s home.
New residents and those who have
experienced a recent lifestyle change
such as a marriage, a new baby or a
change of employment are invited to
attend. Current club members will
highlight upcoming activities such as
book discussions, playgroups, bunco,
potluck luncheons, toddler offerings
and scrapbooking. To respond, please
call Jennifer at (908) 756-1464.
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Newcomers’ Club, a non-profit social
organization, offers daytime and
evening activities for women, their
spouses and children. For more information, please visit http://
scotchplains.com/newcomers/.

DEEGAN
ROOFING

C O M P A N Y
TS!
N
U
O
C
IS
D
G
IN
N
E
P
FOR PRE-GRAND O
Robert Wood Johnson University Hospital Rahway invites you to learn more about the region’s
most spectacular, professional and comprehensive Fitness and Wellness Center. Take advantage
of our construction discounts as we discuss with you how the proper environment, education,
nutrition and professional instruction will help you achieve all your fitness and health goals.
FEATURES & AMENITIES:
■ Over 200 Group Fitness
Classes offered each week
■ Aquatic Center
Jr. Olympic Pool
Therapy Pool
Spa Pool
■ Personalized Programs
■ Certified Trainers /
Exercise Physiologists
■ Nurses
■ Medical Advisory Board
■ Full Service Day Spa
■ Child Care
■ Beautifully Appointed
Locker Rooms
■ Sauna
■ Steamroom
■ Aqua Therapy
■ Physical/Occupational Therapy
■ Cardiac Rehab Phase III
■ Cooking Classroom
■ Healthy Café

STATE-OF-THE-ART
EQUIPMENT:
■ Treadmills
■ Stair Steppers
■ Upright/Recumbent Bikes
■ Ellipticals
■ Rowers
■ Free Weights
■ Selectorized Equipment
■ Pilates Reformers
■ Cybex
■ Stretch Stations
■ FreeMotion
■ TechnoGym
■ Kinesis
■ Nautilus
■ HammerStrength
■ Keiser
■ LifeFitness
■ Precor
■ NordicTrack
■ BodyMasters,
and much more...

EDUCATIONAL LECTURES
& PROGRAMS / SPECIALTY
PROGRAMS:
■ Healthy Cooking Classes
■ Nutritional Counseling
■ Registered Dietician
■ Adolescent Programs
■ Speakers Bureau
■ AED/CPR Training
■ Physician Lectures
■ Diabetes Education
■ Health Screenings
■ Stress Management
■ Variety of Weight
Management Courses
■ Wellness Health Fairs
■ Youth Programs
■ Parent & Me
■ Swim Instruction
■ Lifesaving Training

With this ad and the purchase of a membership. Hurry! Offer ends
1/29/07. Cannot be combined with any other offer. First time visitors.
Must be 21 years or older. Some restrictions apply.

908-322-6405
Tear-Offs • Re-Roofs
Repairs • Gutters
Free Estimates • Fully Insured

CIVIL UNIONS
ARE NOW THE LAW
An Affiliate of RWJ University Hospital Rahway

New Extended Hours!
Now Open Sundays!
Our information and enrollment center is open
Mon.-Fri. 9-9, Sat. 9-5 & Sun. 10-5

2120 Lamberts Mill Rd.
Scotch Plains
(908) 232-6100

Governor Jon Corzine has just signed into law new
Legislation establishing CIVIL UNIONS. It is important
to know that your rights can be protected by a pre-Civil
Union Agreement (similar to the often utilized pre-Marital
Agreement) prior to your entering into a Civil Union.
Should you have any questions about what this means to
you, the Cranford Law Firm of Dughi & Hewit, P.C. is
pleased to announce that Mario C. Gurrieri, Esq. Chair of
its Family Law Department, Richard A. Outhwaite, Esq.
and Lisa Stein-Browning, Esq., will provide a free office
conference, so that your rights may be explained and your
questions answered in connection with Civil Unions and
preceding agreements.

Call (908) 272-0200
Dughi & Hewit, P.C.
340 North Avenue
Cranford, NJ 07016

A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION
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What If God Was One of Us?
Thankfully, He Is Greater
By BRIAN NICKLAUS

If you owned a radio in 1995, you
probably heard an annoying song by
Joan Osborne, “One of Us.” The
Grammy-winning song was catchy
and maybe was an interesting concept, but the lyrics were silly: “what
if God was one of us, just a slob like
one of us…trying to make his way
home, like a holy rolling stone, nobody calling on the phone, except for
the Pope maybe in Rome,” etc. Good
Grief! At least it rhymed, right?
God was at one point one of us, in
Jesus. But another interesting question could be, “what if God was one
of us?” meaning, “what if God was
like us?” Now, that is scary!
What if God was “too busy” to
answer your prayers?
What if Jesus had decided that the
cross was too painful, or that it wasn’t
worth it for Him?
What if God was interested in a
relationship with you only for what
He got out of it?
What if God only did the least
required? “I will save you from Hell,
but don’t expect anything else.”
What if God didn’t keep His promises?
What if God only blessed you depending on the circumstances of that
moment: how He felt, the weather,
what was going on?

Public Invited to Join
Friday Bible Study
WESTFIELD – Members of the
public are invited to attend a Bible
study program every Friday at 6:45
a.m. Study sessions last for an
hour and are held at the Westfield
Tennis Club. The club is located
on North Chestnut Street in
Westfield. Bibles are available but
individuals may bring their own.
For further information, please call
Jack Jacobey at (908) 456-1642.

College Club to Feature
Line Dancing Program
FANWOOD – The College Club of
Fanwood-Scotch Plains will present a
program highlighting line dancing at
its meeting on Monday, January 22.
The line-dancing program will begin immediately following the 8 p.m.
club meeting at the Forest Road Park
community recreation building on
Forest Road in Fanwood.
Sari Levine of Sole Expressions
will teach a few basic line dances at
the introductory level so that all attendees may participate. No partner
is required. The public is welcome to
attend the program free of charge.
Ms. Levine has been a dancer for
13 years and has taught dance for 11
years. Her dance background includes
Latin, swing, ballroom and country.
Besides offering dance instruction
to individuals, groups and parties
through Sole Expressions, she
teaches line dancing at Union County
College in Cranford and at various
sites in Somerset County for the
Office on Aging.
The College Club of FanwoodScotch Plains is dedicated to providing scholarships to young women of
high school and college age who reside in the local community. For more
information about this event, please
call Carolyn Dittus at (908) 233-2948.

What if God was only there for you
one day a week?
What if God judged us based on
our looks or background?
Thankfully, even though God became a man to save us, He isn’t like us
in these ways. Man has always tried
to fashion “god” in his own image.
The reality of that is too frightening
to consider.
“God is not a man, that he should
lie, nor a son of man, that he should
change his mind. Does he speak and
then not act? Does he promise and not
fulfill?” Numbers 23:19.
“For my thoughts are not your
thoughts, neither are your ways my
ways, declares the LORD. As the
heavens are higher than the earth, so
are my ways higher than your ways
and my thoughts than your thoughts.”
Isaiah 55:8-9.
*******
Mr. Nicklaus is the minister at the
Echo Lake Church of Christ, located
at 419 Springfield Avenue in Westfield.

Workshops to Address
College Applications
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains Public Library, located at 1927
Bartle Avenue, will hold two free workshops for students and parents facing
the college application process.
The first event will take place on
Monday, January 29, at 7 p.m. and will
address “What to Expect When You
Are Applying.” It will include topics
such as the timeline throughout the
high school years; potential conflicts
and how to avoid them; parent and
student expectations; appropriate roles
for each and a general guideline.
The second workshop, “Owning the
Application Process,” will be offered
on Tuesday, February 6, at 7 p.m.
Lisa Bleich and Donna Gerhauser
will be the facilitators. Ms. Bleich,
president of College Bound, has extensive experience in marketing and
education. Ms. Gerhauser is an interpersonal communication expert and
a past president of the New Jersey
Professional Coaches Association.
The programs will be held in the
library’s Community Room. Participants may attend a single workshop
or both as a two-part series. For more
details, please call (908) 789-8566 or
(908) 654-7595. More information
about library programs or directions
to the library may be obtained by
calling (908) 322-5007.

Presbyterian Women
Announce Program
FANWOOD – In observance of
Church World Service Sunday, the
Fanwood Presbyterian Women will
host a program at noon on January
28 entitled “Focus on Mission.” It
will be held in the Fanwood Presbyterian Church dining room, located
at the corner of MacDermott Place
and LaGrande Avenue in Fanwood.
Marie Varley, regional director of
Church World Service-New Jersey,
recently returned from the earthquake area of Pakistan and will speak
about her organization’s response to
that disaster. Attendees are invited to
bring a sandwich; soup will be provided. The dining room is wheelchair accessible. For more information, please call Cena Pollitt at (908)
889-2029.

Richard J. Kaplow, Esq.
“25 Years Experience”
Civil & Criminal Trial Lawyer

FAMIL
YL
AW
MILY
LA
· Divorce · Domestic Violence
· Custody · Child Support
· DW
I · Criminal Defense
DWI
· Busine
ss Dispute
s · Commer
cial Litig
ation
Busines
Disputes
Commercial
Litiga
Former Assistant Union County Prosecutor

(908) 232-8787
24 Hours · 53 Elm Street, Westfield, NJ 07090
rjk722@aol.com

richardjkaplow.com
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Temple Emanu-El Reveals
Early Childhood Offerings

PREPPING FOR DERBY DAY…While it was hardly arctic-like weather at 68
degrees on January 6, members of Troop 77 from St. Paul’s Episcopal Church in
Westfield journeyed to the Watchung Reservation to prepare for the upcoming
Klondike Derby. Not only did they get the feel of pulling a sled, but also worked
on skills and walked the area.

District Boy Scouts to Hold
Annual Klondike Derby
MOUNTAINSIDE
–
The
Watchung Mountain District of the
Boy Scouts of America, Patriots’ Path
Council will hold its annual Klondike
Derby on Saturday, January 27, from
8:30 a.m. to approximately 2 p.m.
Now in its 52nd year, the event will
take place in the Watchung Reservation in Mountainside.
About 250 scouts will compete, in
teams of five to 10 scouts per sled, in
a demonstration of their skills. Scouts
from Fanwood, Scotch Plains,
Westfield, Mountainside, Berkeley
Heights, Garwood, Gillette, Long Hill
Township, Meyersville, Millington,
Murray Hill, New Providence, North
Plainfield, Stirling, Summit, Warren
and Watchung will participate, as well
as those from other areas.
The event is a race in which scouts
pull sleds built by the scout troops.
For the derby, the area will be arranged to simulate the Klondike region with areas/towns set up in the
park. Mayors and scoutmasters will
administer skill exercises, including
knots, first aid and fire building.
The scouts are sent out in waves of

St. Mark’s Social Club
To Gather Tomorrow
AREA – The St. Mark’s Social
Club (for unmarried adults age 40
and over) will hold an informal meeting tomorrow, Friday, January 19, at
7 p.m. in the church hall of St. Mark’s
Roman Catholic Church in Rahway.
Participants will discuss the future
of the group and planned programs
for 2007. This event also will serve as
an after-holiday get-together for socializing over coffee and cake while
sharing ideas for the new year.
A requested donation of $5 will
help cover expenses. The church is
located at 287 Hamilton Street. For
further information, please call Nina
at (732) 381-1298.

up to six sleds every 15 minutes. They
will race for time and points/gold
nuggets. All the equipment needed,
including lunch, water and even wood
for fires, will be carried on the sleds
pulled by the boys.
The competition is divided into two
groups: Sleds with teams that include
not more than two scouts over the age
of 14 and senior sleds with more than
two 14-year-old scouts.
If the ground is too soft, all equipment will be placed in backpacks in
an effort not to damage the grass. In
the event of severe weather, the derby
either will be rescheduled or cancelled. For more information, please
call Greg Ryan at (908) 447-4880.

Open House to Be Held
For Nursery School
CRANFORD – The Calvary Nursery School and Child Care in
Cranford has announced that it will
open an afternoon nursery school
program for children ages four and
above in September.
The school currently operates both
a half-day nursery school program
and full-day childcare center, which
are part of the ministry of the Calvary
Lutheran Church. Reverend Carol
Lindsay serves as pastor of the church.
Members of the community are
invited to learn about the program
during an open house registration
event on Saturday, January 27, from
10 a.m. to noon at 108 Eastman Street
in Cranford.
Calvary’s age-appropriate early
childhood program utilizes the learning center-based curriculum called The
Creative Curriculum©. Teaching and
learning expectations also follow the
New Jersey State Department of
Education’s Preschool Guidelines. For
more information, please contact the
school directly at (908) 272-3962 or
calvarynscc@verizon.net.

WESTFIELD – Temple Emanu-El
has announced that registration is underway for its Early Childhood Education Program. The temple is located
at 756 East Broad Street in Westfield.
Registration currently is being accepted from all interested applicants
for the next semester of “Baby Steps,”
an interactive class for babies and a
parent or other caregiver.
This eight-week program, for children from birth through 12 months,
will be offered on Monday mornings
from January 22 through March 19. It
will include playtime and facilitated
parent discussions.
Other classes that will begin in
early February for the spring semester include “Me and My Shadow,” for
children 13 to 23 months and their
parent/caregiver, and “Ready, Set,

Moving Meditation
To Begin on Monday
WESTFIELD – Moving Meditation classes will be offered again this
winter on three consecutive Mondays, January 22 and 29 and February
5, at 7 p.m. at the First Congregational Church in Westfield.
Classes will be held in Room 21 on
the second floor of the church’s
McCorison Christian Education
Building, located at 125 Elmer Street.
They are designed for beginners and
are open to all.
Moving Meditation is a gentle, graceful movement based on ancient Asian
Qigong wellness systems. It is designed
to reduce stress and enhance flexibility.
The practice is performed standing and
ordinary street clothing is appropriate.
Laura Berzofsky, a certified Integral
Tai Chi and Qigong instructor, will lead
the group practice.
The church’s Board of Christian
Education is sponsoring the program.
Free-will offerings will benefit Heifer
Project International, a non-profit
organization that works to end world
hunger by giving cows, goats and
other food- and income-producing
livestock to impoverished families
around the world.
For additional details or to register,
please call Ms. Berzofsky at (908)
232-0169. Drop-in students are always welcome.

Go…,” for youngsters age 24 months
and older who are ready to independently explore their environment.
Registration for the 2007-2008
school year also has begun. Classes
are available for children two years
old through kindergarten. Temple
Emanu-El offers a state-of-the-art,
full-day kindergarten program taught
by a certified head teacher and an
assistant and featuring a low student/teacher ratio.
These programs are open to all
members of the community. For information regarding any of Temple
Emanu-El’s early childhood programs, please call Jill Cimafonte, director of Early Childhood Education,
at (908) 232-6770, extension no. 126.

Miller-Cory to Salute
‘Winter’s Wonders’
WESTFIELD – The Miller-Cory
House Museum, located at 614
Mountain Avenue in Westfield, will
present “Winter’s Wonders” this
Sunday, January 21, from 2 to 4 p.m.
There is a snow date of Sunday,
January 28, if necessary.
The focus throughout the afternoon will be on snow, winter birds
and pine cones, featured in short
presentations such as the history of
snow globes, as well as four crafts.
These will include, for example, a
bird feeder bagel and a “snazzy
snowman” refreshment to assemble
at the museum and take home.
This program is described as most
suitable for children age three to
seven. The fee is $3 for children;
adults may attend for free. While at
the museum, families also are invited
to visit the gift shop, which offers a
variety of Colonial toys, crafts, books
and educational materials.
The Miller-Cory House Museum
is a restored, fully furnished farmhouse built in 1740. It is listed on both
the State and National Registers of
Historic Places and as a site on the
New Jersey Women’s Heritage Trail.
Upcoming Sunday events at the
museum include “Historic Valentines” on February 11 and “A Tribute
to George Washington” on February
18. For more information, please call
the museum office weekday mornings at (908) 232-1776.

The Chelsea at Fanwood is hosting a FREE community workshop:

Chocolate at The Chelsea
Please join Diane Pinder, Master Chocolatier of
Donna & Co., Cranford, NJ as she discusses the
history and myths of irresistible chocolate. Learn
about chocolate types and qualities and even
sample decadent homemade truffles. Just in time
for Valentine’s Day! Refreshments will be served!
WHEN: Wednesday, January 24th, 2007
TIME:
7:00 p.m.
WHERE: The Chelsea at Fanwood
295 South Avenue
Fanwood, NJ 07023

RSVP: 908-654-5200
Open to the Public – Please join us for this FREE informative workshop – Everyone is welcome!

w w w.chelsease niorl iv i n g.com
This program is part of The Chelsea’s ongoing commitment to professional and community
involvement and family education.

M ARIO C. G URRIERI , E SQ .

Valley Furniture Shop

JANUARY CLEARANCE SALE
SAVE 25-70% OFF STOREWIDE

HENKEL HARRIS WINTER SALE 45% OFF

Chair of the Family Law Department of

DUGHI & HEWIT
340 North Avenue

Cranford, New Jersey 07016

DIVORCE QUESTIONS?
Specializing in all aspects of Family Law
including divorce, custody, visitation, alimony,
child support, division of assets, palimony,
premarital agreements, domestic partnerships,
restraining orders, post-divorce motions due to
changed financial circumstances, residence
removal from New Jersey, visitation
modifications and transfers of custody.

32 years of continuous practice in Family Law
Union County Early Settlement Arbitration
Panelist 25 years
Court-appointed Standing Master & Guardian
Accredited Mediator
Formerly Senior Partner at Snevily, Ely,
Williams & Gurrieri, Westfield (1972-2000)

For More Information:

908-272-0200
www.dhplaw.net

Kindel • Stickley • Baker • Henkel Harris • Karges • Southwood
Statton • E.J.Victor • D.R. Dimes • French Heritage • Hancock & Moore
20 Stirling Road, Watchung, NJ 07069 (908) 756-7623
Monday-Saturday 10:00-5:30 • Thursday 10-9:00 • Sunday 1-5
for directions visit our website at www.valleyfurnitureshop.com

Page 8

The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES

Thursday, January 18, 2007

William H. Imgrund, Local Attorney;
Navy Veteran Was Active With GOP
William H. Imgrund of Westfield
passed away on Wednesday, January
10, at Runnells Specialized Hospital
of Union County in Berkeley Heights
after a long illness.
Born in Newark on January 5, 1934,
Mr. Imgrund grew up in West Orange, graduating from West Orange
High School in 1952. He attended
Seton Hall University and, after
graduating in 1956 with a degree in
political science, he entered the United
States Navy.
Mr. Imgrund was accepted into
Officers Candidate School in Newport, R.I., and after being commissioned he proudly served aboard the
USS Brister as the engineering officer. Stationed in Pearl Harbor, the
Brister followed the DEW Line to
Alaska. His Navy years remained one
of the fondest memories of his life
and he maintained lifelong friendships with many of his fellow officers
and men of the Brister.
After his Navy service, Mr. Imgrund
entered New York Law School. Admitted to the New Jersey Bar in 1966,
he maintained a law practice in
Westfield since 1970. He also served
as the planning board attorney for
Mountainside, Berkeley Heights and
Watchung in the 1970s.
Mr. Imgrund lived in Watchung
before moving to Westfield in 1978.
In addition to his membership in the
New Jersey Bar Association, he was a
PUBLIC NOTICE

member of American Legion Martin
Wallberg Post No. 3 in Westfield, the
Tin Can Sailors Association and the
United States Naval Institute.
He also was active in the Somerset
County Republican Club for many years
as well as the Lions Club of Westfield
and was a member of the Holy Trinity
Roman Catholic Church in Westfield.
Known for his knowledge of politics,
he also will be fondly remembered by
all who knew him for his sardonic sense
of humor and sarcastic wit.
Mr. Imgrund is survived by his wife
of 29 years, Carmen; two daughters,
Marcy Viguers of Manasquan and
Sydney Johnson of Maplewood; two
sons, Mark Imgrund of Los Angeles,
Calif. and Christopher Imgrund of
Warren, and a stepdaughter, Robin
Ratkowski of Westfield. He also is
survived by two brothers, John
Imgrund and Robert Imgrund, both of
Brielle; two sisters, Jean Milone of
Severna Park, Md. and Mary Lou Hart
of Spring Lake, and six grandchildren.
A Mass of Christian Burial was
offered on Monday, January 15, at the
Holy Trinity Church. Burial took
place at Fairview Cemetery in
Westfield.
Arrangements were by the Dooley
Colonial Home, 556 Westfield Avenue in Westfield.
Memorial donations may be made
to the American Lung Association.
January 18, 2007

PUBLIC NOTICE

NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
DIVISION OF PROCUREMENT, BUREAU OF CONSTRUCTION SERVICES
1035 PARKWAY AVENUE, PO BOX 605
TRENTON, NEW JERSEY 08625
SEALED BIDS will be received from bidders classified under N.J.S.A. 27:7-35.1 et
seq.; in the NJDOT MULTIPURPOSE ROOM, New Jersey Department of Transportation, 1035 Parkway Avenue, Trenton, New Jersey 08625; until 10:00 A.M. on 1/23/07 and
opened and read for:
Traffic Signal Relampling North Region 2007, Various locations including and
North of Route 57, Counties of Sussex, Morris, Passaic, Bergen, Essex,
Hudson, Union and Part of Warren, 100% State
DP NO: 07410
Bidders are required to comply with the requirements of P.L. 1975, C.127 N.J.A.C.
17:27.
Effective October 15, 2004, Pursuant to P.L. 2005, C. 51 (formerly known as
Executive Order 134) apparent low bidder must provide a completed, signed Contractor Certification and Disclosure of Political Contribution Forms within seven (7)
state busines days from the project bid date.
Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 52:32-44, Business Registration, proof of valid business registration shall be submitted by a bidder with its bid proposal at the time of bid for 100% State
funded projects.
Pursuant to the “Public Works Contractor Registration Act”, N.J.S.A. 34:11-56.48 et
seq. (P.L. 2003, c. 91), bidders must register with the New Jersey Department of Labor,
Division of Wage and Hour Compliance.
The Department, in accordance with Title VI Civil Rights Act of 1964, 78 Stat. 252
U.S.C., 49 C.F.R., Parts 21 and 23 issued pursuant to such Act, and Section 504 of the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973 will afford minority business enterprises full opportunity to
submit bids in response to this invitation and will not discriminate against any bidder on
the grounds of race, color, sex, national origin, or handicap in the contract award.
Drawings and specifications for the proposed work are available at Bid Express
website www.bidx.com. You must subscribe to use this service. To subscribe follow the
instructions on the website. The fee is $35.00 per month for unlimited access to view and
download the documents and additional $95.00 per month for unlimited access to
download the plans, directly payable to Bid Express.
Drawings, special provisions, and bid documents may be inspected (BUT NOT
OBTAINED) by contracting organizations at our various Design Field Offices at the
following locations:
200 Stierli Court
Route 79 and Daniels Way 1 Executive Campus Rt 70
Mt. Arlington, NJ
Freehold, NJ
Cherry Hill, NJ
973-770-5141
732-308-4025
856-486-6624
3 T - 1/4/07, 1/11/07 and 1/18/07, The Leader
Fee: $214.20

Dooley Funeral Service, Inc.
Caring & Courteous Service to the
Cranford / Westfield Area Since 1913

Westfield
556 Westfield Avenue
233-0255
John L. Dooley
Manager
NJ License # 4100

– Obituaries –
Mary S. Cunningham, 67, Was Writer
For Investment Companies and AT&T
Mary Susan Cunningham, 67, of Hovanec of Newark, Del.
New Brunswick died at her home on
Sue worked on Wall Street as a
Tuesday, December 5.
business and financial writer, editing
Born in Fountain Hill, Pa., she was and publishing securities reports for
the daughter of Michael Leo investment firms before becoming a
Cunningham and Virginia Reichley consultant to AT&T as a technical
Cunningham. She graduated
writer and systems analyst.
from Bethlehem Catholic
Most recently in her retireHigh School and received
ment, she had been
her journalism degree in
authoring a biography on
1960 from Pennsylvania
Asa Packer, founder of
State University.
Lehigh Coal & Navigation
She had lived in Westfield
and Lehigh University.
for 10 years.
A memorial service in her
Sue was the devoted
honor will be held on Saturmother of Nanette Reichley Mary S. Cunningham day, January 20, starting
Cunningham of East Hampwith a 10 a.m. Mass of Christon, N.Y. and cherished sister to her tian Burial at the Holy Infancy Church
brother, Michael Cunningham of in Bethlehem, Pa. To send condoMartinsburg, W. Va., and three sis- lences to the family or sign the online
ters, Maureen Cunningham of guest
book,
please
visit
Stroudsburg, Pa., Monica Kelly of www.DowningFuneralHome.com.
January 18, 2007
Mays Landing, N.J. and Martha

UNICO Seeking Applicants
For Marconi Science Award
AREA – Applications are now being accepted for the 2007 UNICO
National Marconi Science Award,
which will be bestowed at ceremonies on Saturday, March 17, at UNICO
National’s board meeting in St. Louis,
Mo. An applicant must be a full-time
resident and citizen of the United
States, of Italian descent and be involved in the physical sciences, such
as electronics, physics or chemistry,
among other areas.
Established in 1995, the annual
award honors a living scientist who
exemplifies Guglielmo Marconi’s scientific and creative accomplishments.
Applications will be judged on a num-

ber of factors, including education,
area of expertise, patents, publications,
awards and a brief written essay.
The application is available by calling UNICO National at (973) 8080035 or on the UNICO National
website, unico.org. The deadline for
submission of completed applications
is Friday, February 9. The winner will
be notified by Friday, February 16.
UNICO National is the largest ItalianAmerican service organization in the
United States, with local chapters across
the country. For more information, contact Andre’ Di Mino, chairman, Marconi
Science Award Committee, by e-mail at
andre@unico.org or call (201) 767-6040.

PUBLIC NOTICE

218 North Avenue
276-0255
Charles V. Dooley
Manager
NJ License # 3703

Robert C. Nawrocki, 81, Family Man;
Engineer and World War II Veteran
Robert C. Nawrocki, 81, of
Fanwood died on Thursday, January
11, at Runnells Specialized Hospital
of Union County in Berkeley Heights.
Born in Newark and raised in
Irvington, he had lived in Westfield
before moving to Fanwood 44 years
ago.
Mr. Nawrocki received his degree
in engineering from Stevens Institute
of Technology in 1951. At the time of
his retirement in 1990, he was employed as a mechanical engineer with
Airco/BOC in Murray Hill.

Rita J. Donnelly, 86
Rita J. Donnelly, 86, of Rancho
Santa Fe, Calif., formerly of Westfield,
died on Thursday, January 4, at her
daughter’s home.
Born in Pawtucket, R.I., Mrs.
Donnelly had lived in Westfield for
52 years and in California since 2003.
She was a homemaker.
Mrs. Donnelly was the beloved wife
for 57 years of the late Vincent J.
Donnelly, Sr., who died in 1998. She
was the devoted mother of Patricia
Donnelly Brown, with whom she
lived; Vincent Donnelly, Jr. and the
late Carol Bisson, who died in 1977,
and the loving sister of Helen
DeBlock.
She will be deeply missed by her
four grandchildren, VeeJ and Katie
Donnelly and Douglas and Christopher Brown. Mrs. Donnelly also is
survived by nieces and nephews.
A graveside service will be held at
11 a.m. on Saturday, January 20, at
Fairview Cemetery in Westfield.
Arrangements are by the Dooley
Colonial Home, 556 Westfield Avenue in Westfield.
Donations in her memory may be
made to the Westfield Rescue Squad,
P.O. Box 356, Westfield, N.J. 07091.
January 18, 2007

Legal Advertising
MORE IN BACK SECTION

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

PUBLIC NOTICE

Public Notice is hereby given that an ordinance of which the following is a copy was
introduced, read and passed on first reading by the Council of the Town of Westfield at
a meeting held January 16, 2007 and that the said Council will further consider the same
for final passage on the 30th day of January, 2007, at 8:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as
said matter can be reached, in the Council Chambers, Municipal Building, 425 East
Broad Street, Westfield, New Jersey, at which time and place any person who may be
interested therein will be given an opportunity to be heard concerning said ordinance.
Claire J. Gray
Town Clerk
GENERAL ORDINANCE NO. 1892
AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE CODE OF THE TOWN OF WESTFIELD,
CHAPTER 16, “PARKS AND RECREATION” BY CHANGING CERTAIN
FEES FOR MEMBERSHIP IN THE MEMORIAL POOL AND BY ESTABLISHING CERTAIN NEW MEMBERSHIP CATEGORIES.

TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
RESOLUTION

BE IT ORDAINED by the Town council of the Town of Westfield as follows:
That Section 16-12 “Fees established” be amended to read as follows:
Class of Membership

Resident

1. Family
$350.00 ($ 327.10 + $22.90 state sales tax)
2. Family with full time child care
$530.00 ($ 495.30 + $34.70 state sales tax)
3. Husband and Wife without children
OR Parent with child under 12 $270.00 ($ 252.30 + $17.70 state sales tax)
4. Individual
$180.00 ($168.20 + $11.80 state sales tax)
5. Senior Citizen
$75.00 ($70.10 + 4.90 state sales tax)
Class of Membership

Non-Resident

1. Family
$610.00
2. Family with full time child care
$940.00
3. Husband and Wife without children
OR Parent with child under 12 $505.00
4. Individual
$ 335.00
5. Senior Citizen
$140.00

($ 570.10 + $39.90 state sales tax)
($ 878.50 + $61.50 state sales tax)
($ 472.00 + $33.00 state sales tax)
($ 313.10 + $21.90 state sales tax)
($ 130.80 + $9.20 state sales tax)

SECTION III. All ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict, or inconsistent, with any
part of the terms of this ordinance are hereby repealed to the extent that they are in such
conflict or inconsistent.
SECTION IV. In the event that any section, part or provision of this ordinance shall be
held to be unconstitutional or invalid by any court, such holding shall not affect the validity
of this ordinance as a whole, or any part thereof, other than the part so held unconstitutional or invalid.
SECTION V. This ordinance shall take effect after passage and publication as soon
as, and in the manner, permitted by law.
1 T - 1/18/07, The Leader
Fee: $75.48

Hillside Cemetery

Regarded as one of the most beautiful cemeteries in the East

Cranford

A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

Scotch Plains
908.756.1729
www.hillsidecemetery.com
It is far easier for your family if you plan ahead

MASTER
MEMORIALS
524 Central Avenue
Westfield, NJ
(908) 233-2350

Designer • Builders of fine

MONUMENTS
MARKERS
MAUSOLEUMS

Lettered • Cleaned

Tim Doerr
Sally Bauer Doerr
(established 1939)

Also: 300 Rt. 37 East
Toms River, NJ
(732) 349-2350

WHEREAS, the Township Council of
the Township of Scotch Plains adopted a
Resolution on January 10, 2006, pursuant
to N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.4, et. seq., known
as the “New Jersey Campaign Contributions and Expenditures Reporting Act”,
which established a fair and open process
for the award of certain contracts with a
value in excess of $17,500.00 per year,
where those contracts are not subject to
public bidding or competitive contracting
under the new Jersey Local Public Contracts Law; and,
WHEREAS, Requests for Qualifications
and proposals for the said contract were
advertised at least ten (10) days before the
proposals were to be submitted; and,
WHEREAS, the Township Manager and
Township Clerk received and opened the
proposals in public and the Township
Council has evaluated the proposals on
the basis of being the most advantageous
to the Township of Scotch Plains, price
and other factors being considered; and
WHEREAS, the evaluation considered,
as to each proposal:
l. Experience and reputation in the field;
2. Knowledge of the Township of Scotch
Plains and the subject matter to be addressed under the contract.
3. Availability to accommodate any required meetings;
4. Compensation proposal; and
WHEREAS, funds have been certified
for this position by the Chief Financial
Officer of the Township of Scotch Plains.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Council of the
Township of Scotch Plains, as follows,
based upon the aforesaid evaluation:
That Hatch Mott MacDonald is hereby
appointed as Township Engineer and C-3
Sanitary Sewer Operator for the year 2007
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a
copy of this Resolution shall be published
in The Times as required by law within ten
(10) days of its passage.
BE IT STILL FURTHER RESOLVED
that copies of this Resolution shall be
forwarded to Hatch Mott MacDonald, 27
Bleeker Street, Millburn, New Jersey
07041; Administrative Officer Robert
LaCosta, Assistant Engineer Joseph
Timko, and Acting Director of Public Property Earl Jackson.
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
Barbara Riepe
Township Clerk
1 T - 1/18/07, The Times
Fee: $50.49

A veteran of World War II, he served
as a corporal in the United States
Marines from 1943 to 1946.
Mr. Nawrocki enjoyed spending
time with his family, especially his
grandchildren. He loved crabbing and
time spent at the Jersey Shore, along
with hobbies like gardening and
model airplanes.
His wife, Virginia Nawrocki, predeceased him in January 2006.
Surviving are his daughter, Janet
A. Baliko of Flower Mound, Tex.; his
son, Roger M. Nawrocki of Monkton,
Md.; two brothers, Theodore
Nawrocki of Millburn and Victor
Nawrocki of Edison, and four grandchildren, Ryan and Melissa Baliko
and Robert and Matthew Nawrocki.
The funeral was held on Tuesday,
January 16, from the Memorial Funeral Home, 155 South Avenue in
Fanwood. A Funeral Mass followed
at St. Bartholomew the Apostle Roman Catholic Church in Scotch Plains.
Interment took place at Graceland
Memorial Park in Kenilworth.
In lieu of flowers, memorial donations may be made to the Fanwood
Rescue Squad, 218 Forest Road,
Fanwood, N.J. 07023.
January 18, 2007

Local Historical Society
To Learn About Furs
SCOTCH PLAINS – Tim Truedson
will discuss and answer questions
about furs and their uses at the monthly
meeting of the Historical Society of
Scotch Plains and Fanwood on Tuesday, January 23. The meeting will
start at 8 p.m. at the Scotch Hills
Country Club, located at Plainfield
Avenue and Jerusalem Road in Scotch
Plains.
Mr. Truedson will describe the different kinds of fur coats and the processes involved in their creation,
among other topics. A lifelong Scotch
Plains resident, he became interested
in furs when he specialized in Native
American style jewelry and met numerous people who smoked and
tanned animal skins.
He now shares his furs and knowledge with others at the Trailside Museum and local historical societies.
Mr. Truedson is a jewelry maker by
profession, working out of his home
and consignment stores.
The meeting is free and open to
everyone. Refreshments and fellowship will follow the program. For
further information, please call Richard Bousquet, president of the historical society, at (908) 232-1199.

Meeting to Spotlight
Presidential Trivia
WESTFIELD – “Presidential
Tidbits and Trivia” will be the topic
of the Westfield Historical Society
meeting on Friday, January 26, at
7:30 p.m. in the Community Room
of the Westfield Municipal Building, located at 425 East Broad
Street.
Attendees will learn which president had to borrow money to get to
his own inauguration; the tallest
and shortest United States presidents and the president who married a direct descendant of the Indian princess Pocahontas, among
other facts.
The public is invited to attend
the program at no charge and light
refreshments, including Edith
Roosevelt’s Sagamore Hill Sand
Tarts, will be served.

F-SP Rotary Club
Inducts New Member
SCOTCH PLAINS – Denise
Hughes, president of the FanwoodScotch Plains Rotary Club, inducted
Daniel Marrosu into the club last
week at the Pantagis Renaissance
restaurant.
Mr. Marrosu is the sales manager
at First Horizon Home Loans in
Cedar Knolls. He and his wife,
Danita, reside in Neshanic Station.
Mr. Marrosu said, “I joined
because I knew of the Rotary’s good
works, locally and globally, and I
wanted to be involved, and do my
share, with people who give
unselfishly of their time to help their
fellow man.”
The Rotary meets at noon every
Wednesday at the Pantagis
Renaissance restaurant in Scotch
Plains. Guests are welcome. For more
information, call Dick Dobyns at
(908) 322-5986.

NOTICE
THE UNION COUNTY BOARD OF ELECTIONS WILL BE
CANVASSING AND COUNTING THE PROVISIONAL BALLOTS ON
FRIDAY, JANUARY 26TH, 2007, USED IN THE WESTFIELD SPECIAL
SCHOOL BOARD ELECTION. PROCESSING WILL BE CONDUCTED
AT THE UNION COUNTY BOARD OF ELECTIONS OFFICE AT 271
NORTH BROAD STREET, ELIZABETH, NEW JERSEY AT 11:00
UNION COUNTY BOARD OF ELECTIONS
JUNE S. FISCHER,
MARY ELLEN HARRIS
JOHN DeSIMONE,
TERESA HALE,

CHAIRPERSON
BOARD MEMBER
BOARD MEMBER
BOARD MEMBER

WWW.UCNJ.ORG/ELECTIONBOARD
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THE STUDENT VIEW
The weekly column written by local high school students

WF Youths Should Attend
Local Musical Events
By Vince FitzPatrick
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SWAMP THINGS…Hazel England, left, director of education and outreach for
the Great Swamp Watershed Association, listens as Gene Harrison, right, describes his dream house to participants in a Project WILD workshop offered at
Trailside Nature and Science Center in 2006.

Trailside Teacher-Training
Workshops Begin Jan. 31
MOUNTAINSIDE –Trailside Nature and Science Center will offer
three teacher-training workshops at
the newly renovated Mountainside
museum as part of the winter 2007
adult program series.
Certified instructors teach each
workshop. Participants are eligible
for six New Jersey Department of
Education (DOE) professional development credits.
The curriculum guides, included in
the registration fees, are correlated to
New Jersey Core Curriculum Content Standards and highlight educational tools which can be used effectively in the classroom to challenge
and teach students from kindergarten
to 12th grade.
Each of the three workshops runs
from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. and includes
morning refreshments. Doors open
15 minutes prior to the program. Preregistration is required for each workshop because space is limited.
The first workshop, “Project
Learning Tree” or “PLT,” offered on
Wednesday, January 31, for a fee of
$10 per person, is a guide that provides
educators with tools for increasing
student environmental awareness.
PLT activities will engage students
in interdisciplinary, hands-on
experiences that develop skills in
problem solving, evaluation and
research. Participants will receive the
PLT guide with more than 100 lessons
included.
“Healthy Water, Healthy People,”
offered for the first time on Thursday,

February 22, for a fee of $10 per
person, encourages investigation of
the connections between water quality
and human health.
This is an advanced workshop
suited for educators teaching grades
6 to 12 who have taken a Project WET
workshop and who have a basic water
chemistry background.
The third workshop, “Project
WET,” offered on Saturday, March
24, for a fee of $25 per person, will
focus on water.
This workshop will provide the
tools, resources and lessons for
teachers to utilize in the classroom to
teach students about the importance
and value of water in everyday life.
More than 90 interdisciplinary
activities and lessons are included in
the activity guide.
“Trailside has served more than 90
participants since the Teacher Training workshops began two years ago,”
Freeholder Chairwoman Bette Jane
Kowalski said.
Interested participants are encouraged to call Trailside at (908) 7893670 or visit ucnj.org/trailside for
additional information on these workshops or for information about upcoming programs and special events.
Trailside Nature and Science Center is located at 452 New Providence
Road in Mountainside and is a service of the County of Union.

Children thrive at

THE WESTFIELD COOPERATIVE
NURSERY SCHOOL

WF’s Regenstreich
Makes Dean’s List
WESTFIELD – Westfield’s Alex
Regenstreich made the Dean’s List at
Syracuse University with a cumulative 3.5 GPA in his junior year.
He is presently completing a oneyear study abroad in Madrid, Spain.

Music has always been an enormous part of the lives of teenagers.
Taste in music is a factor in friend
choice, clothing and social activities,
and many teens consider music one
of the most important segments of
their life, right after (if not before)
family, school and friends.
That is why it is no surprise that 11
local acts performed at Westfield High
School’s Battle of the Bands this past
Friday. The bands, with names like
“Southern Fried Funk” and “Wolf It
Out,” competed to win a $100 American Express gift card, a dinner at
Hershey’s deli and the respect of their
fellow students.
The bands represented a wide spectrum of rock variations, from folk and
indie rock to heavy metal and the
cheesy mixture of punk and reggae
referred to as ska.
They also varied widely in appearance and demeanor. One bassist wore
a spandex jumpsuit. Two guitarists
dressed as a pokemon and a banana.
The winning group, The Dinosaurs,
threw plastic dinosaur toys into the
crowd.
The show, hosted by the WHS student council, had a relatively good
turnout for a school event. But those
who attended were the usual crowd,
who either are friends with a band or
are in a band themselves.
This defeats one of the purposes of
these events – to expose the public to
up-and-coming musicians in our community. When everyone there has already heard the music, there is not
much progress left to be made.
Young people in Westfield should
not feel uncomfortable going to these
events. Folio coffeehouses, battles of
the bands, variety shows and small
venue shows happen at least once a
month at the high school or elsewhere. The shows are cheap and
friendly, and it is likely that there will
be someone there you know. And yes,

there will probably be food.
Just like with school sports, an activity with dozens of Westfield students playing in front of a crowd
deserves some support. Anyone who
takes hours out of their week to practice original songs with a band that is
likely to go nowhere needs some kind
of motivation.
Large crowds provide this. Of
course, people will starve if you do
not turn out for their Friday night
concert, but they will definitely be
thankful for more company.
The most important reason that
Westfield teens should turn out for a
rock show is simply because they
might like it.
Sure, the musicians are not all great
at playing their instruments. The singing voices may sometimes be awkward or way off key. And, of course,
there will be some acts that make your
brain feel like it is splitting in half
(depending on your taste in music).
But it would be near impossible for
a dozen bands’ worth of music freaks
to avoid producing at least one catchy
song. Once it hits, that one infectious
melody will be well worth the wait.
Finally, there is an off chance that
one of Westfield’s own aspiring rock
stars will someday hit it big. There
have been any number of rockers to
emerge from the Garden State (Bruce
Springsteen, Bon Jovi, George
Clinton, My Chemical Romance), and
they all got their starts playing local
shows.
If stardom ever does strike one of
the many colorful lead singers or ingenious guitarists which populate this
town, people will be clamoring to tell
the media how they saw that same
superstar when they were just a high
school student in a no-name band. Go
to the show and make friends with
them now, and maybe that yearbook
signature will be worth something
someday.
Vince is a junior at Westfield High
School.

Where parent participation is encouraged
and always appreciated

Shine Yoga Center
&
Temple Beth O'r / Beth Torah

Present:

WCNS offers a developmental and challenging
program in a nurturing environment.
• Teachers, B.A.

• Small class size

• 4-plus program

Adult Yoga Classes

• Ages 3-5

• Lunch Bunch

• Gesell trained examiner

WEDNESDAYS 7-8pm

• Half Day

• Non-denominational

• Enrichment

Temple Beth O'r / Beth Torah
111 Valley Road
Clark, NJ 07066

OPEN HOUSE:
Wednesday, January 24th at 9:30 AM

Call 732-381-8403 for more
info or to reserve your space.

125 Elmer Street, Westfield, NJ
Call Terri Mandrillo, Director (908) 233-4501

Editor’s Note: WESTFIELD SCHOOL BOND REFERENDUM
On Tuesday, January 23, 2007:
A vote of YES approves the proposal and borrowing of the money.
A vote of NO rejects the proposal and borrowing of the money.

PUBLIC NOTICE TO THE VOTERS OF WESTFIELD
A SPECIAL SCHOOL BOARD ELECTION WILL BE HELD ON JANUARY 23, 2007 BETWEEN THE HOURS OF 9:OO A.M. AND 9:OO
P.M. THE TOWN OF WESTFIELD WILL BE VOTING FOR THE FOLLOWING PROPOSAL AND AT THE LOCATIONS LISTED BELOW:

BOND PROPOSAL
The Board of Education of the Town of Westfield in the County of Union, New Jersey is authorized (a) to provide for renovations and alterations at Lincoln
School, additions renovations and alterations at Roosevelt Intermediate School and replacement of windows at Thomas Edison Intermediate School; (b)
to appropriate therefor $9,396,145; and (c) to issue bonds of the school district to finance the project in the principal amount of $9,396,145.
The final eligible costs of the project approved by the Commissioner of Education are $8,464,993, with $5,998,125 allocated to Lincoln School,
$2,266,868 allocated to Roosevelt Intermediate School and $200,000 allocated to Thomas Edison Intermediate School. This project includes $0 for school
facility construction elements in addition to the facilities efficiency standards developed by the Commissioner o f Education or not otherwise eligible
for State support pursuant to N.J.S.A. 18A:7G-5(g). The State debt service aid percentage will equal 40% of the annual debt service due with respect
to the final eligible costs of the project.

SUGAR RUSH…On Wednesday, December 20, Prek 4 student Judy Minnium of
Scotch Plains collaborated with her classmates on decorating ideas for a sugary
and colorful gingerbread house. The project, which lasted over one week,
culminated in an enthusiastic decorating session, complete with gooey icing,
gumdrops, candy canes and nonpareil cookies.

EXPLAINING BOND…At a recent meeting held in the Westfield Community
Center, Superintendent of Schools William Foley addressed pre-school parents
about the need to free up space in the elementary schools by offering a centralized
kindergarten program at Lincoln School.
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MILLER NETS 12 PTS.; VENEZIA, CRONEN SIX EACH

Blue Devil Hoopsters Topple
Lady Blue Knights, 32-29
By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Ball-hawking, teamwork along
with the clutch shooting of Erin Miller,
made the difference as the Westfield
High School girls’ basketball team
tipped the Irvington Blue Knights,

32-29, in Westfield on January 13.
Miller, a junior forward, fired in six
of her 11 points in the fourth quarter.
She totaled two rebounds and was the
big thief with six. Diana Venezia
pulled down six rebounds and poured
in six points, while Katie Cronen

Fred K. Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times

NO STOPPING THIS GAL…Coming around determined and then scoring is
Diana Venezia. The Blue Devil freshman pulled down six rebounds and poured
in six points. Westfield beat Irvington, 32-29.

bagged six points, pulled down eight
rebounds and added three assists. Gab
O’Leary swiped four basketballs,
added three assists and scored one
point. Kerri Pringle earned four
points, three assists, three rebounds
and two steals. Tara Handza netted
two points, one assist, one rebound
and three steals. Danielle Infantino
finished with two points and three
assists and Gabby Jakub contributed
five rebounds. Nicole Pendarvis led
the 6-6 Blue Knights with 11 points.
“We were flat, that’s for sure. We
had a lot of open shots and we missed
them,” said Westfield Head Coach
Joe Marino. “We knew Irvington was
coming in with two good athletes and
we had to play very solid defense and
deny those girls the ball. Our goal
was to push them to the outside and
beat them to the spot and that’s what
we did. We did, however, go to our
bench a couple of times to keep everyone fresh.”
The 7-3 Blue Devils never did get
untracked in the first half. Miller hit
the target from 3-point range, Venezia
nailed a jumper and Cronen hit two
free throws in the first quarter. Three
CONTINUED ON PAGE 15

BARNES BEATS 2-TIME DISTRICT CHAMP HERRERA

Blue Devil Wrestlers Defeat
Nwk Central, Fall to Rahway
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Presenting a handful of competitors, the Westfield High School wrestling team defeated Newark Central,
48-18, then lost to host Rahway, 5221, on January 13. Blue Devil John
Barnes (119-lbs) upped his stock dramatically when he soundly defeated
Rahway’s Juan Herrera, a two-time
District 11 champ, and Mark Boyd
continued his roll of vicious wrestling with a pair of pins.

Only four bouts were contested in
the Newark Central match but Boyd
tallied three takedowns on team captain Chad Hopkins before pinning
him in 3:54 with a half nelson at 160lbs. At 135-lbs, Matt Shaffer was in a
battle with a very physical Quadeer
Porter but he used a yank-and-crank
half nelson to end the bout in 5:35. At
140-lbs, Sam Reichbach recorded a
fall in 1:20 over Tyree Wise.
Of the eight contested bouts against
the Rahway Indians, the Blue Devils

won five. In the first two bouts, at 145lbs and 152-lbs, Indian Kevin Barbijal
used a cradle to pin John Falzon in
1:35 and Aaron Hurtand stacked Rob
Granstrand in 1:09, respectively. Blue
Devil Andy Castrorao recorded three
takedowns and an escape to defeat
Elias Acuna, 7-1, at 160-lbs.
Wrestling at 171-lbs, Boyd scored
a quick takedown, then used a pull
back to a head smother to quiet Ricky
Walsh in 1:42.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

RUNNING NECK-AND-NECK IN THE TWO MILE…Blue Devil Gus Gibbons, left, and Raider Pat Doliber, center, run
neck-and-neck in the first leg of the two-mile relay at the Union County relays.

Weichert

Weichert
BLUE DEVILS FINISH SECOND IN DISTANCE MEDLEY

Raiders Set Shot Put Record
At Union County Boys Relays
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Mike Alleman, John Badala and
Jon Birnbaum combined to set a meet
record in the shot put to help the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
boys indoor track team finish fourth
at the Union County Boys Relays at
Dunn Center in Elizabeth on January
10. The Raiders totaled 30 points,
while Rahway won the title with 45
points followed by Elizabeth at 35
and Union at 33. Westfield finished in
a three-way tie with Roselle and Summit for fifth with 20 points.
Alleman had the best toss of the
evening when his orb plunged into
the mat 54-9.75 feet away from the
circle. Birnbaum had a personal-best
toss of 43-8.75 and Badala, who had
fouled on his first two throws, had a
heave of 47-5.75 on his fourth throw
to give the threesome a distance of
146-0.25 to break the previous record

of 142-3.5 set by Union in 1999.
Badala, who has a spinning release
form, made it interesting when his
earlier throws soared off to the right.
“We are always watching each
other, trying to help each other out,”
said Alleman who added, “I told him
(Badala) after his second foul,‘You
need a mark’. He threw around 45
then he even went up to 47. That was
really good! Birnbaum threw really
good today.”
As it had in the Union County tournament last spring, Alleman’s stiffest
individual competition has come from
AL Johnson’s Ollie Haney who finished with a throw of 52-9. The two

friends seem to complement each other.
“I love it! It just gets me a lot more
excited. It pushes both of us,” commented Alleman.
Blue Devils Erik Anderson at 46
feet, Sean Palme at 34-3.5 and Jim
Thayer at 40-3.5 took sixth in the shot
put with a distance of 120-7.
The Raiders were expected to win
the shot put but, prior to the meet,
there were questions as to what would
be needed to help their chances of
winning the title.
“Right now, the teams are balanced,
Elizabeth and Union are very balanced. I don’t think we can outscore
CONTINUED ON PAGE 14
®

MEET YOUR WEICHERT, REALTORS NEIGHBORHOOD SPECIALIST

Kathleen Gwaldis
• Top Lister, Month of December
• Union County area Specialist
• Residential . . . Including Condos and Townhouses
• Buying, Selling or Rental

If you are interested in a complementary
market analysis or just in knowing market
trends or prices, please contact me.

Kathleen Gwaldis
of the Weichert Westfield Office
Put her neighborhood knowledge and professional
expertise to work for you.
Invite Kathleen Gwaldis in, and she’ll bring results!
David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Westfield Office / 908-654-7777
185 Elm St., Westfield, NJ 07090

SETTING UP THE FINISHING TOUCH…Blue Devil Mark Boyd, top, pinned
Chad Hopkins of Newark Central in 3:54 in his 160-lb bout.

Kimberley Aslanian Haley
Redefining Real Estate
NJAR CIRCLE OF EXCELLENCE PLATINUM LEVEL 2002, 2004 & 2005

SPRAWLING HENRY WEST WYCHWOOD GEM
758 Westfield Avenue, Westfield

$819,900

Wonderful 1920’s Colonial with magnificent addition and renovations in 2006 featuring an Entrance
Vestibule leading to a Living Room w/wood burning fplc; Formal Dining Room; updated Kitchen
w/new appliance leading to large Family Room w/gas firplace; first floor Library and Powder Room;
4 Bedrooms including a private Master Suite with walk in closet and fabulous custom bath. Other
amenities include multi zone heating; CAC and security system. WSF0007

Offered for $1,325,000.
© 2005 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

FRANK D. ISOLDI
Broker / Sales Associate

Coldwell Banker

#1 Listing Agent - Westfield Office 2004-2005
NJAR Circle of Excellence Sales Award: 1993-2005
Platinum Level: 2003-2005
Direct Dial: 908-301-2038

Elegant & spacious 10 room Henry West Colonial. The charm is abundant & location is ideal as this
fine home graciously sprawls across its property located in one of Westfield’s most desirable
neighborhoods. Displaying quality craftsmanship & classic décor, this Wychwood gem is just a short
walk to Echo Lake Country Club. The two fireplaces, abundant living space, hardwood floors and
sunlit rooms are only a few of the captivating features that this premier residence has to offer.

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

© 2007 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

WESTFIELD OFFICE • 209 CENTRAL AVENUE • 908-233-5555

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

908.301.2004 - Direct Line
Kim.Haley@cbmoves.com
www.KimHaley.com

Business 908.233.5555
209 Central Avenue, Westfield, NJ 07090
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Devil’s Den

Got a Hall of Famer
For the Class of ’08?

Devils of the Week
Jimmy Bender
John Attanasio
Ice hockey

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Fred K. Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SNAGGING FIRST PLACE…Raider junior Melissa Helock is pleased after
overtaking Immaculate Heart’s Chloe Conjares off the last turn in the 200individual medley (IM). Helock touched in 2:15.8.

Immaculate Heart Stops
SPF Swim Girls, 115-55
By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The fourth-ranked Immaculate
Heart Academy (IHA) High School
girls swimming team glided smoothly
past 11th-ranked Scotch PlainsFanwood, 115-55, at the FanwoodScotch Plains Y in Scotch Plains on
January 11. The 9-0 IHA Blue Devils
swept 10 of 11 events.
Minus top swimmer, junior captain
Jillian Murphy, who fractured her hand
in practice, only junior Melissa Helock
whizzed through the water to snag
first in the 200-individual medley (IM)
event. Helock coming off the last turn
with her freestyle, overtook Chloe
Conjares and touched first in 2:15.8.
“It was difficult knowing that Jill
was not going to be here to compete
along with Kim Rizzo and Becca Fox,
however I believe we did well considering not having those girls,” said
Helock. “Personally, I’m doing okay
since I’m just getting back from a
shoulder injury, however my performances could be better but I’m getting
there. In the 200-individual medley
(IM), I got first place, placed second in
the 100-freestyle, the 200 and the 400free medley relay. Missing a lot of
people, our goal is simply for all of us
to be healthy for states and do well.”
“We’re still swimming very well.
Unfortunately we’re still down a
couple of kids health wise,” said
Raider Head Coach Jessica Hulnik.
“Three teams we lost to were No. 1,
No. 2 and No. 4 in the state. We had a
good meet with Westfield, had quite a
few events where we placed out but
still swam well. We had a nice meet
with Mt. St. Mary’s where we swam
fast. We just keep on getting hit with
an injury and an illness bug here and
there. On the positive end of things,
Melissa (Helock) is doing well, Mary

Henkels and Jillian, up until (injury).
Anyway, we do have a great crew of
freshman. Our breaststroker, we have
Kelsey Rossi. Stephanie Baliko,
Rebecca Dunn and really coming in
to an all around swimmer is Kelly
Gajdzisz in the distance and she can
also sprint a little bit. Kaye Johnson is
doing a great job. They are all doing
very, very well.”
50-free: Bryeanne Ravettine (IH) 25:19
100-free: Ravettine (IH) 54:36
200-free: Alexis Satigati (IH) 2:01;38
500-free: Satogati (IH) 5:29.62
100-breast: Suhro (IH) 1:10.94
100-fly: Kunnapas (IH) 1:00.61
100-back: Romain (IH) 1:02.08
200-IM: Melissa Helock (SPF) 2:15.8
200-free relay: IH (Fuhro, Kunharas,
Williams, Ravettine) 1:43.55
400-free relay: IH (Romain, Nuzzo,
Satigato, Ravettine) 3:47.26
200-medley relay: IH (Kunnapas, Suhro,
Romain, Williams) 1:54.32

Blue Devil Cagers Rap
Irvington Boys, 54-39
The Westfield High School boys
basketball team scored 33 points in
the second half to insure a 54-39
victory over host Irvington on January 13. Mike Venezia and Dan Pritsker
each bucketed 13 points, Santo Nardi
sank 10, Tom Bonard put in eight,
Mike Lessner netted seven and Tony
DiIorio added three.
Westfield
Irvington

11 10 13 20
7 11 8 13

54
39

See photos of Sports:
on www.goleader.com
Westfield/Rahway Wrestling
Union County Boys Relays
SPF/Brearley Wrestling
SPF Boys/Girls Swimming
Westfield/Irvington Basketball

The Westfield Athletic Hall of Fame
has been in existence for 13 years and
had seven induction dinners, the last
coming this past Nov. 20. There have
been 60 athletes, 10 coaches and nine
teams introduced into the WAHF. And
the talent level seemed to be just as
strong in the seventh group as it was at
the first.
While the ideal situation is for athletes, coaches and teams to be nominated by an outside source, the truth is
that most of those who have been
considered came from a list created
by the WAHF committee. To nominate someone doesn’t take very long,
and a form can be filled out quite
easily. Go to www.westfieldnj.com/
whaf/nominate.htm and copy and fill
out the form for your nominee.
Here is a list of the people and
teams who are currently under consideration for the induction class of
2008:
Individual: Mike Abeles, Jenee
Anzelone, Drew Cary, Lynne Cassidy,
Neil Chamberlin, Greg Chlan, Gordon Clark, Dave Coleman, Chuck
Cosenza, Jill Dame, Bob Davis, Joey
Deer, Julie Elmuccio, Clint Factor,
Kathy Federici, Bob Felter, Matt
Frawley, Dan Gilday, Phil Gottlick,
Ron Hall, Paul Healy, Marty Howarth,
Chris Infantino, Chris Jordan, Paul
Jordan, John Ketcham, Bob King,
Also, K.C. Knobloch, Jim Kovacs,
Rebecca Krohn, Skeeter MacCloskey,
Steve McCoy, Chris McFadden, Spud
Monroe, Noreen Morris, Don Mutz,

Vicki Nusse, Cory Posey, Dennis Powers, Buddy Robinson, Rick Sampson,
Gregg Schmalz, Greg Schmidt, Steve
Schramm, Bret Schundler, Jen
Schwarzenbek, Kurt Stiefken, Dick
Stotler, Aimee Stout, Natalie Urciuoli,
Amy Williams, Joe Wilson, Janney
Zonnevylle.
Old-timers (pre-1960): Sam Arbes,
Floyd Beane, George Clarke, Bob
Dougherty, Frank Feeley, Walt
Hansgen, Jim Kane, Bob List, Red
MacCloskey, Ed McGinley, Charlie
Schrope, Karney Scioscia, Pump
Vella, Ken Welch.
Coach/administrator: Tony
Berardo, Bob Brewster Sr., Sam
Bunting, Stu Carey, Shaun Cherewich,
Perry Coultas, Bruce Johnson, Roger
Love, Don MacDonald, Maggie
McFadden, Al Pfeiffer, Carol Lee
Weis, Dick Zimmer, Les Zorge.
Team: 1966 baseball, 1995 baseball, 1959 boys basketball, 1995 girls
cross country, 1930-31 football, 1941
football, 1961 football, 1986 boys soccer, 1991 boys soccer, 1995 boys soccer, 1985 softball, 1969-70 boys swimming, 1992 boys swimming, 1987-88
girls swimming, 1978 boys tennis,
1986-87 boys tennis, 1973 boys track,
1967 wrestling, 1973 wrestling.
It’s very possible the committee has
overlooked somebody, or some team.
If there is somebody or some team
you feel should be added to those lists,
please go to the website mentioned
earlier and fill out a form. And do it
today. The committee’s next meeting,

Blue Devil Bowlers Take 5th
At Mid-Jersey Winter Classic
The Westfield High School varsity
bowling team competed in the prestigious Central Jersey Winter Classic
at Carolier Lanes in North Brunswick
on January 13 and finished fifth in
total pins at 3,169. Sparta took top
honors at 3,412 followed by Brick at
3,214, Brick Memorial at 3,211 and
Woodbridge at 3,178.
For the second time in the past
week, the Blue Devils were matched
up against a top-20 team, Toms River
South (TRS). The final game score
was 3,169-2,857 to run the varsity
team record to 15-0. In Game 1,
Westfield out-shot TRS, 1,047-1,017.
The 1,047 score was also good for
eighth position in the 58-team tournament. Harrison Mercado rolled a
232. Brett Ettinger had a strong 224
game and Eric Curialle chipped in

with a 210 game.
In Game 2, all five Blue Devil
starters had 200-plus games en route
to a 1,062 total led by Alex Wronski
with a 232 and Mercado with a 223.
The team moved into fifth place overall with the strong showing.
The Blue Devils showed their consistency as they finished Game 3
with a 1,060 for a fourth runner-up
trophy. Wronski and Mercado shot
scores of 247 and 255, respectfully.
Mercado finished with a 710 series,
Wronski with a 678 and Curialle
with a 626.
Blue Devil Head Coach Mike Tirone
stated, “This was our fourth quality
win over a top-20 opponent. The other
teams were really close and it was
nice to see that we were able to dominate such a quality opponent.”

when it begins consideration for the
2008 inductees, is in May.
COUNTING THE DAYS
OK, it’s still the middle of January,
but I can’t wait for the start of baseball
season, which is strange, given that
WHS graduated arguably the best offensive group (Mike Murray, Tom
Ricciuti, Mike Diaz, Alex Zierler, Jay
Anderson, Craig Ellis, Brandon Cuba,
Dave Kaplow) in school history.
Maybe it’s because there’s just
something exciting about the group of
guys who will be out there this spring.
Tom Bonard, Justin Olsen, Sean Ferro,
Joe Vall-Llobera, Joe Schurig, Pete
Antonelli, Kevin Hennessey, Evan
Shapiro, Mike Lessner, and Dan
Melillo, are a nice nucleus to build
around. There’s also the guys coming
up from jayvees, and some who played
American Legion ball last summer.
And who knows, maybe Mike Venezia
returns to the diamond for his senior
year after taking last spring off to
concentrate on basketball.
Unlike the last few years’ teams,
this group won’t be playing Home
Run Derby, although Olsen figures to
get his share. But these guys should be
a lot of fun to watch running around
the bases and scrapping for runs. For
me, the 1934 St. Louis Cardinals (“the
Gashouse Gang”) would always be
way more fun to watch than the 1927
Yankees (“Murderers’ Row”).
IT’S ‘SHOWTIME’
With so many of today’s youth having grown up in the “showtime” era of
Magic Johnson, Michael Jordan, Kobe
Bryant and SportsCenter, here’s a wish
that they all read the upcoming book
about the late Pete Maravich by former
New York Daily News writer Mark
Kriegel.
“Pistol Pete” was an amazing basketball prodigy, who led the nation in
scoring three straight years at LSU,
averaging nearly 45 points a game in
the era before the 3-point shot, where
many of his baskets came from. In a
way, he was the opposite of everything I believed in basketball-wise: he
was shoot first, pass only as an afterthought, and don’t worry about defense. But the thing is, he was so good,
so ahead of his time, and I loved his
game.
The things that Johnson and Jordan
did and Bryant still does to light up
SportsCenter every night, that was all
stuff Pistol did 15, 20 years earlier.
Nobody ever could handle a ball like
Pistol, or shoot it. He was a Caucasian
Harlem Globetrotter, but even better.
Once at the Basketball Hall of Fame
up in Springfield, Mass., I had a couple

of friends check out the videos of Pete
in action. They’d heard me bragging
about him but, typically, thought it was
just talk about the good ol’ days. They
watched and couldn’t believe it. It was
like watching old black and white films
of Jimmy Brown running the football,
or Sandy Koufax pitching.
There’s a great line in the book,
about Magic Johnson going up to
Maravich’s sons at the ceremony for
Sports Illustrated’s Top 50 players of
all-time. Magic told them, “People
think I was ‘showtime’ or that I created ‘showtime.’ But your dad, he was
the real ‘showtime.’ ”
IN PASSING
Union County lost one of its giants
last week when Frank Ciccarell passed
away. Ciccarell was the longtime headman of the Union County Interscholastic Athletic Conference, a former
football coach at Thomas Jefferson
High School and later an administrator at Elizabeth High School. He was
also one of the most respected high
school basketball officials around,
pairing with the late Sam Sidorakis of
Westfield to do many important games
in the 1960s and ’70s.
In 1970, Ciccarell’s Thomas
Jefferson team, led by future NFLers
Richie Wood and Gil Chapman, was
ranked co-No. 1 in the state with
Westfield. That was a couple years
before Thomas Jefferson/Elizabeth
joined the Watchung Conference, so
there was no game that year against
what some consider WHS’s finest
team ever.
Ciccarell’s passing also means there
is only one person I know of who still
wears those iconic shoes of the ’60s,
desert boots – me.
Locally, Westfield lost one of its old
guard when Ward Gentino passed
away in Lititz, Pa. Gentino was a
former WHS Booster and youth sports
coach. His son Steve was an outstanding baseball player on the same WHS
teams as current coach Bob Brewster.
DEVILS OF THE WEEK
Three goals in a hockey game
against SPF? That’s more than good
enough to earn Jimmy Bender and
John Attanasio free subs from Al the
Owner at Westfield Subs (261 South
Avenue West) as the co-Devils of the
Week. (For those counting, and we
know some of you are, that makes
WHS 16-4-1 against SPF so far this
school year.)
The Devil’s Den appears Thursday
in The Westfield Leader during the
scholastic season. Please contact us
with suggestions, complaints or ideas
at bj1019@aol.com. GO DEVILS!

Put Our Neighborhood Knowledge To Work For You.
BUY FOR $3,376/MO.

BUY FOR $3,445/MO.

BUY FOR $3,246/MO.

ELEGANT HOMES BY RALPH RAPUANO

SCOTCH PLAINS OPEN HOUSE: SUN. 1/21 12-4PM $779,000

SCOTCH PLAINS OPEN HOUSE: SUN. 1/21 12-4PM $749,000

WESTFIELD

A pristine, beautifully constructed Colonial, boasting quality details & amenities. Four bedrooms, 2 ½
baths, central air, central vacuum, tastefully decorated. Full basement, tranquil yard with deck – great for
outdoor enjoyment, sprinkler system, oversized 2-car garage. All this in move-in condition. DIR: Terrill rt
on Raritan #1010 (052001616)

Beautiful Ranch set on 1.4 acres backing up to the golf course. This expansive home features a nice
entryway, spacious living room & dining room, eat-in kitchen, 3 large bedrooms, 2 ½ baths, hardwood
floors throughout, a walkout finished basement with a large recreation room with a dry bar, and an additional
office/bedroom area. The private, fenced backyard boasts a kidney shaped in-ground pool & patio . . . A
perfect home for indoor & outdoor entertaining. Make this lovely home yours today! DIR: Terrill Rd. to
Raritan to Donsen Lane #14 (052001614)

Custom Center Hall Colonial. Four bedrooms, formal living and dining rooms, family room with fireplace,
designer kitchen with granite countertops, hardwood floors throughout, master bath with whirlpool tub,
full basement, walk-up attic, 2 ½ - 3 baths and Hardi-Plank ™ exterior with masonry accents. Call Ralph
for more information at 908-591-6283. (052000589)

BUY FOR $2,124/MO.

BUY FOR $2,314/MO.

SCOTCH PLAINS

OPEN HOUSE: SUN. 1/21 12-4PM

$945,000

Hidden on a quiet cul-de-sac, this 10-room Center Hall Colonial is a rare find. From it’s gorgeous 11’x12’
custom designed wood and marble fireplace in the great room to it’s expansive park-like decking with a 13
½’ custom designed gazebo with cedar interior. You’ll be captured by it’s charm and detail. DIR: Raritan
Rd. to Rahway lt Greensview Dr. lt Greensview Ct. #3 (052001296)

WESTFIELD

MANOR PARK

$490,000

Charming three bedroom, 1 ½ bath Split Level in the Manor Park section of Westfield, features built-ins
in the living room and dining room with hardwood floors throughout. This home has a ground level
family room plus a basement and central air. The property is nicely landscaped with mature gardens, in a
quiet, pleasant neighborhood. (052001474)

WESTFIELD

NEW CONSTRUCTION

OPEN HOUSE: SUN. 1/21 12-4PM

$795,000

$533,900

Beautiful large park-like property 70’x187’ on quiet street in Tamaques school & park area. Four bedroom
Split with 1st floor family room, the formal dining room opens to a Florida room which steps out to a large
deck. Perfect flow for entertaining, move-in condition, potential for expansion. DIR: Rahway Ave. to
Ardsleigh Dr. #609 (052001200)

weichert.com
W E S T F I E L D O F F I C E 1 8 5 E L M S T R E E T / W E S T F I E L D, N J 0 7 0 9 0 / 9 0 8 - 6 5 4 - 7 7 7 7
Want A Low Monthly Payment? Meet with a local Gold Services Manager or call 800-788-7338.
Want A Low Monthly Payment? Meet with a local Gold Services Manager or call 800-788-7338. The monthly mortgage payments quoted in this ad are to qualified buyers buying a single family owner-occupied residence, based upon a 20% downpayment. The payments are calculated using a 3-1 interest only adjustable rate mortgage loan (ARM) with an initial interest rate of 6.500%, and an initial A.P.R. of 6.72%. Payments are interest only for the first 10 years, and from
year 11 through maturity, amortization is based on 20 years. The interest rate is based on an index plus a margin, with a loan amount of $500,000. The payment is fixed for the first 3 years, and because the interest rate may change after 3 years, the payment shown may change at the 4th year and annually thereafter subject to applicable margins and/or caps. At each adjustment, the interest rate is set at 2.5% above the index (margin) and it may not decrease or increase more than 2 percentage points (cap), and over the life of the loan, it may not increase or decrease more than 6 percentage points (lifetime cap). Figures used herein are approximate and do not include property taxes, condo/association fees, or hazard insurance. Interest rates quoted are as of 11/20/06 and subject to change. As an example, on a $500,000 30-year loan with an initial interest rate of 6.500%, the maximum amount that the interest rate can rise under this loan program is 6 percentage points to
12.500%, and the estimated monthly payment for the first 3 years is $2708.33 with a maximum interest payment of $3474.83 thru year 10 (Based on a Truth in Lending Disclosure Estimate) and a maximum principal and interest payment of $5336.29 after year 10. We are not responsible for typographical errors. You should ask about interest rate, margin, and other terms and conditions before you apply. Mortgage Access Corp. d/b/a Weichert Financial Services, Executive Offices, 225 Littleton
Road, Morris Plains, NJ, 07950. 1-800-829-CASH. Licensed by the NJ Dept. of Banking and Insurance. Licensed Mortgage Banker with the State Dept. of Banking in NY, CT, and PA. Licensed Lender in DE, MD, VA, D.C. Weichert Financial Services arranges loans with third-party providers. Equal Housing Lender. Weichert Financial Services is an affiliate of Weichert, Realtors®. For your benefit, consider a career in real estate. Call 1-800-301-3000 today!
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Raider Boys Swimmers Sink
St. Peter’s Prep Boys, 95-75
By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Zack Peart was involved in four
winning events and teammates Matt
and Mike Miller in three winning
events as the 5-2 Scotch PlainsFanwood boys swimming team sank
St. Peter’s Prep, 95-75, at the
Fanwood-Scotch Plains Y in Scotch

the 200-freestyle with a time of
1:56.51 and placed first in the 500freestyle at 5:16.08. In the 200-individual medley (IM) Peart placed first
in 2:09.21 and finished ahead of the
pack in the 100-backstroke at 58:42.
Mike Miller took first in the 50freestyle at 23:08 and touched first
in the 100-butterfly with a time of

Fred K. Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times

STROKING TOWARD VICTORY…Raider Brian Pesin, above, follows Zach
Peart. Mike Miller swam the third leg and John Kosenick anchored the team to
win the 200-medlay relay at 1:46.53.

Plains on January 11.
“Today was really a big landmark
for us, not only with our fastest swimmers but for the team as a whole,”
said John Kosenick. “We had a lot of
quick swims. Eric Walker pulling out
a big one-two win in the 100-freestyle
and Mike Miller, one of our captains,
winning the 100-fly. We had a very
quick medley relay and a bunch of
lower key victories that included
Andrew Higgins in his 100-breast
stroke, going the best time for the
season. Mike Bovard, one of our junior swimmers, who has not been
swimming too much, going the best
time and breaking the record.”
The Raiders placed first in eight of
the 11 events. Peart, Brian Pesin,
Mike Miller and Kosenick won the
200-medley relay with a time of
1:46.53. Matt Miller touched first in

Raider Hoop Girls Nip
Elizabeth in OT, 57-53
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School girls basketball team outlasted
host Elizabeth in overtime to pull out
a 57-53 victory on January 13. Jackie
law hit seven of her 17 points in the
fourth quarter and Allie Zazzali, who
had 14 points, nailed a 3-pointer in
the waning seconds to help force overtime.
Sc. Pl.-Fanwd
Elizabeth

14 12 10 14
11 9 19 11

7
3

57
53

56:12. Eric Walker, Dan Nieto, Matt
Miller and Peart combined to place
first in the 400-freestyle relay with a
time of 3:37.89.

“The 200-freestyle proved really
tough with Dan Livosi being in it. I
wanted to go out really fast and not to
die at the end, so I did that and I ended
up winning along with Walker taking
second, which is a really big win for
us,” said Matt Miller. “In the 500freestyle, they had a tough competitor and I wanted to take him. I had the
lead the whole time and held it.”
“Our first seven meets have proved
very promising,” stated Kosenick.
“We have a loss against town rival
Westfield, which is a very good team,
and suffered a loss against Pingry in
our last meet. At this point of the
season, our lineup looks really good,
really strong, scores some good points
and (can) make a splash coming into
the county championship and state
tournament later this season.”
50-free: Mike Miller (SPF) 5:23.08
100-free: Panyh (SP) 52:81
200-free: Matt Miller (SPF) 1:56.51
500-free: Matt Miller (SPF) 5:16.08
100-fly: Mike Miller (SPF) 5:56.12
100-breast: Tully (SP) 55:30
100-back: Zach Peart (SPF) 58:42
200-IM: Zach Peart (SPF) 2:09.21
200-free relay: SP (LiVolsi, Cannizaro,
Tanyag, Jimenez) 1:36.18
400-free relay: (SPF) Eric Walker, Dan
Nieto, Matt Miller, Peart 3:37.89
200-medley relay: (SPF) Peart, Brian
Pesin, Mike Miller, John Kosenick)
1:46.53

Blue Devil Girls Place Third,
Raiders 4th at Pirate Invt’l
The second-ranked Westfield High
School girls swim team placed third
with 171 points and the 11th-ranked
Scotch Plains-Fanwood girls finished
fourth with 151 points at the Pirate
Invitational in West Windsor on January 14. On January 13, the Raider
boys placed 10th with 66 points and
the Blue Devil boys finished 11th
with 60 points.
Blue Devil Suzanne Lemberg
touched second in the 100-yard
freestyle with a time of 55.14 followed
by Raider Melissa Helock at 55.47
and Blue Devil Liz Hawkins at 56.36.
Lemberg also touched third in the 50free with a time of 25.55. Raider Mary
Henkels tied for fifth with a time of
25.97. Helock took third in the 200free with a time of 1:58.92. Henkels
touched fourth in the 100-backstroke
with a time of 1:03.4 followed by
Hawkins at 1:03.92.
Blue Devil Darrell Ann Smith finished fourth in the 200-Individual
Medley with a time of 2:18.88. Raider
Brittany Larkin took fourth in the

100-butterfly with a time of 1:03.11
followed by Blue Devil Brittany
Reyes at 1:04.23. Blue Devils
Catherine McGuire and Katie Morgan placed 5-6 in the 100-breaststroke
with respective times of 1:12.36 and
1:12.73. Raider Kelly Gajdzisz
touched sixth in the 500-free with a
time of 5:37.98.
The Raider girls finished third in
the 200-medley relay with a time of
1:55.41 and fourth in the 200-free
relay at 1:43.54 followed by the Blue
Devils at 1:45.62. The Blue Devils
touched second in the 400-free relay
with a time of 3:45.56 and the Raiders were fourth at 3:54.45.
Blue Devil Matt Meserole touched
second in the 100-backstroke with a
time of 56.59. Raider Mike Miller
touched fourth in the 50-free with a
time of 22.89 and Blue Devil Matt
Green finished sixth at 23.47. Miller
also took fourth in the 100-butterfly
at 54.83. The Blue Devils also finished fourth in the 200-medley relay
with a time of 1:44.86.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

PULLING OFF A STUNNING UPSET…Raider heavyweight John Loomis, top, whipped Brearley Bear Eric DuBeau to
the mat with a head throw. Loomis went on to win the bout, 10-8.

LOOMIS UPSETS DUBEAU, DENICHILO GETS BIG WIN

Brearley Matmen Hold Down
Spirited Raiders’ Effort, 40-25
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Ranked 10th, the David Brearley
High School wrestling team has been
rolling easily over its Union County
and Region 3 opponents this season
but the Bears faced stiffer competition in their 40-25 victory over a
spirited Scotch Plains-Fanwood team
at the Hanover Park Quad meet on
January 13. The match featured two
upsets and several close bouts.
The first shocker came in the first
bout of the afternoon when Raider
heavyweight John Loomis won a 108 war over Bear Eric DuBeau. In the
first period, Loomis tossed DuBeau
to the mat with a headlock but DuBeau
wiggled free, escaped and added a
takedown and a nearfall to carry a 65 lead into the second period. Loomis
added an escape and a takedown in
the second period and another
takedown in the third period.
“It’s going to give me a good seed
(Union County Tournament). He took
third last year, I think,” said Loomis
who added. “I think I need to work on
getting out on bottom and riding
people on top a little bit.”
State-ranked Bear Kenny Knapp
received a forfeit at 103-lbs then, at
112-lbs, Raider Tristan Bundy was
locked in a 2-2 tie and controlling
Bear Al Phillips, but, with 38 seconds
remaining, decided to let him escape
in an effort to get a takedown for the
win. The takedown never came.
Raider Jawan Gaines was trailing

John Calderone, 4-3, but got baited
into a spladle in 3:34 at 119-lbs, putting the Bears in front, 15-3. Raider
Sal Gano, however, became the predator in a cat-and-mouse contest with
Rob Piper and grabbed a 16-4, majority decision. Gano’s great sense of
action-reaction moves earned him five
takedowns to go with his Mallory
nearfall and Merkle maneuver.
Raider Mike Ferrara narrowed the
team score to 15-13 when he settled
Jem Vigilante in 2:35 with a power
half nelson but the next showdown
at 135-lbs went in the Bears’ favor

when Joe Mraz pulled out a 5-3
decision over Ricky Olsson. Mraz
was awarded a takedown at the end
of the first period. After Mraz escaped in the second, Olsson recorded
a takedown but was riding too high
with his legs, allowing Mraz to grab
a reversal. Olsson escaped in the
third period but failed to get a needed
takedown.
Raider Mike Ridge was trailing, 20, in the third period at 140-lbs until
Joe Lospinoso exploded with a
standup and followed with a cradle in
CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

IN DOUBLE TROUBLE…Raider Dave DeNichilo, top, pinned Bear Anthony
Evans in 1:13 with a tight double arm bar in the 160-lb. bout.

Coldwell Banker®, Since 1906, America's Premier Real Estate Company

Mountainside
$949,900
OPEN HOUSE: Sun. 1/21 1-4PM - 1 WHIPPOORWILL WAY
Custom classic CH colonial w/fabulous 2-story family room
addition. DIR: New Providence Rd, Whippoorwill. WSF0956

Mountainside
$1,099,000
6 Bedroom, 4.1 bath custom colonial on cul-de-sac with
winter views. 30 yr financing avail. Call for info &
brochures. WSF0534

Westfield
$629,000
Lovely one-of-a-kind townhouse in desirable downtown
area. Spacious, well-maintained. Eat-in kitchen, formal
dining room. WSF0909

Westfield
$1,449,000
New 5 bedroom, 3.1 bath Victorian. Exquisite details and
exceptional design. Custom kitchen, family room fireplace.
WSF9702

Westfield
$775,000
New home from the foundation up. Fabulous 4 bedroom,
2.1 bath centerhall colonial. Huge eat-in kitchen, family
room, cac. WSF0363

Westfield
$1,599,000
Magnificent new 5 bedroom, 3.1 bath Victorian. Gourmet kitchen, study, family room, 3-car garage. WSF0701

www.ColdwellBankerMoves.com

Denotes Open House

Coldwell Banker Home Loans
888-317-5416
Concierge Services 800-353-9949
Global Relocation Services 877-384-0033
Previews International Estates Division 800-575-0952

Westfield 908-233-5555
209 Central Avenue
Some people think just any real estate company will do.
Others expect more.

Mobility Broker Network

© 2006 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.
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Brearley Matmen Hold Down
Spirited Raiders’ Effort, 40-25

Raiders Set Shot Put Record
At Union County Boys Relays

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13

4:18. Raider Pat Mineo used his favorite moves to do away with Matt
Loffa in the 145-lb bout. After getting
a throw-by takedown, a Turk with a
Jacob’s hook two-point nearfall and
another takedown, Mineo snaked
Loffa with another Turk to record the
fall in 2:45.
“The Turk is one of my favorite
moves. The guy stands up. It’s a move
that comes natural to me. I’m really
tough with it and I usually get the guy
down to his back,” said Mineo.
At 152-lbs, Raider Trevor Cannon
was tied 3-3 with Tom Mannix before
being penalized a point at the end of
the second period. Cannon let Mannix
escape in the third period to attempt a
takedown, but Mannix held on to
win, 5-3.
Supercharged at 160-lbs, Raider
Dave DeNichilo ripped into Anthony
Evans and stacked him in 1:13 with a
devastating double arm bar to tighten
the team score to 27-25.
“I have been wrestling between
160 and 171. I have been cramping at
160 so, this time, I hydrated myself
and I felt a lot stronger out there.
Evans teched me last year. I guess I
have more strength this year and coach
said I have improved. So, I took it to
him. I had a lot more power and I was
a lot more focused than I was in the
past,” said DeNichilo.
At 171-lbs, Raider Mike Zamzam
dropped a 5-2 bout with tough Umar
Tamorov. Bear Hany El Shiekh won
a 14-3, majority decision over Billy
Jacobs at 189-lbs and state-ranked
Jesse Boyden recorded a 53-second
fall over Raider Keith Baker at the
215-lb class.
“The team score could have been a
lot closer. There were four or five twopoint matches. It was a lot of improve-

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

ment from last year, 55-12 last year,”
commented Mineo. “I’m pleased with
the way our team wrestled, especially
Dave (DeNichilo). He’s my practice
partner.”
BOUT SEQUENCE:
Hwt: — Loomis (S) d DuBeau, 10-8
103: — Knapp (B) won forfeit
112: — Phillips (B) d Bundy, 3-2
119: — Calderone (B) p Gaines, 3:34
125: — Gano (S) md Piper, 16-4
130: — Ferrara (S) p Vigilante, 2:35
135: — Mraz (B) d Olsson, 5-3
140: — Lospinoso (B) p Ridge, 4:18
145: — Mineo (S) p Loffa, 2:45
152: — Mannix (B) d Cannon, 5-3
160: — DeNichilo (S) p Evans, 1:13
171: — Tamarov (B) d Zamzam, 5-2
189: — El Shiekh (B) md Jacobs, 14-3
215: — Boyden (B) p Baker, :53

Raider Matmen Beat
Hanover Park, 34-25
After dropping a close match
with David Brearley, the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School
wrestling team regrouped to defeat host Hanover Park, 34-25, on
January 13. Each team was victorious in seven weight classes but
the Raiders accumulated more
team points via falls and major
decisions.
Pat Mineo (145-lbs), Dave
DeNichilo (160-lbs), Keith Baker
(215-lbs) and John Loomis (Hwt)
all recorded falls. Sal Gano (125lbs) claimed a 14-3 majority decision, while Mike Ferrara (130-lbs)
and Mike Ridge (140-lbs) won
their bouts by decision. The Raiders did get stung in three bouts.
Tristan Bundy (112-lbs) lost 3-2 to
Jordan Toma, Mike Zamzam (171lbs) lost 3-2 to Ron Landy and
Billy Jacobs (189-lbs) lost 4-3 to
Joe Williams.

them in the sprints so you hope a team
like Roselle can break them up.
Plainfield can score points to break
them up. We want Rahway to jump in
there and take some points from them.
Hopefully, we can outscore them in
the distance and in the shot put. That’s
what we need for victory,” said Raider
Head Coach Rich McGriff. “I’m sure
that they are looking for Westfield to
beat us in the distance races.”

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

KNOCKING OFF A CHAMP…Blue Devil John Barnes works an arm bar on
Rahway Indian Juan Herrera, a two-time District 11 champ, en route to a 7-0
victory at 119-lbs.

Blue Devil Wrestlers Defeat
Nwk Central, Fall to Rahway
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

“The kid from Central (Hopkins)
was the OW (Outstanding Wrestler)
in the Edison Tournament. That was a
good win! Boyd was smart. He’s really starting to eliminate mistakes
and stay with the stuff that he does
best. If he sticks with that, we are
going to be okay,” commented Blue
Devil Head Coach Glen Kurz.
After the Blue Devils forfeited the
next five weight classes, Barnes recorded a first-period takedown, then
added a takedown and a nearfall that
lasted throughout the third period to
dethrone Herrera, 7-0.
“I wrestled him last year. I noticed
that he was a little stronger on bottom
than I thought. I thought maybe I
could take him on my feet, so I decided, when I got choice, not to go

COLDWELL BANKER
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bottom. I took him on my feet and
worked my doubles (double leg
takedowns),” said Barnes.
“I was not really that surprised. I
was actually looking forward to seeing Barnes wrestle Herrera. He
wrestled very smart. John looked
fresh. Herrera looked a little gassed.
I think if they meet again, he can put
a little bit more heat on him in the
beginning, wear him down and put
him away in the end,” said coach
Kurz. “John Barnes went from getting pinned (last year) by that kid to
beating him 7-0.”
Serving up breakfast, Blue Devil
Colin MacKay treated Aaron Bonner
to a pancake to flatten him in 1:02 at
130-lbs. In the final bout, 140-lbs,
Reichbach got taken down twice in
the first period, but battled back with
a pair of nearfalls, a pair of takedowns
and an escape to win by 12-7 decision
over Frank Pauling.
“I thought Sam Reichbach wrestled
very well. Slow beginning, but he
was persistent. He kept coming after
him. That’s what we try to preach and
he got the win,” said coach Kurz.
RAHWAY 52, WESTFIELD 21:
145: — Carbajal (R) p Falzon, 1:35
152: — Hurtand (R) p Granstrand, 1:09
160: — Castrorao (W) d Elias Acuna, 7-1
171: — Boyd (W) p Walsh, 1:42
189: — Shedrick Goodridge (R) won forfeit
215: — Sandile Manzini (R) won forfeit
Hwt: — Andre Hunt (R) won forfeit
103: — Rochelle Hinton (R) won forfeit
112: — Nate St. Elme (R) won forfeit
119: — Barnes (W) d Herrera, 7-0
125: — Stewart Minaya (R) md Joe
Panarese, 9-0
130: — MacKay (W) p Bonner, 1:02
135: — Octavio Bent (R) won forfeit
140: — Reichbach (W) d Pauling, 12-7

Minutemen Boys Top
Raider Cagers, 62-40
The Elizabeth High School boys
basketball team erupted with 24 points
in the second quarter and maintained
its lead to defeat Scotch PlainsFanwood, 62-40, in Scotch Plains on
January 13. Bryan Dougher scored
13 points for the 6-4 Raiders and
Lordly Okarter put up 10.

725 Hanford Pl, Westfield

$699,900

Memories are ready to be made in this wonderful Colonial home which features 4 Bdrms,
2.5Bths,hardwood floors, livingrm w/ wood burning fireplace,formal diningrm, crown moldings,
eat-in kitchen w/ breakfast bar, 1st flr den, finished basement w/ pwderrm, sunny yard with brick
patio in move-in condition.Walk to schools. Call for an appointment! WSF0012

Jayne Bernstein
Sales Associate
NJAR Circle of Excellence Sales Award: 1997-2005
Direct Line: (908) 301-2006
Cell Phone: (908) 403-9330
E-mail: jaynebernstein@aol.com

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

© 2007 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

WESTFIELD OFFICE • 209 CENTRAL AVENUE • (908) 233-5555

Elizabeth
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood

10 24 13 15
9 10 6 15

Hillside
Union Catholic

5 9 6
13 15 10

5
2

Redefining Real Estate

Spacious and pristine Colonial home offering ideal location on a tree lined
Westfield street. Perfect for entertaining are the sun-filled Dining Room &
Living Room with gas fireplace. This fine home boasts hardwood floors,
new central air & furnace, new windows, master Bedroom suite with new
full bath and a spacious deck overlooking fenced yard and manicured
Offered for $819,000
grounds.

The Blue Devils did take a few
points away from the Raiders when
Brent Souders (880 – 2:19.1), Connor
Davis (440 – 59.1), Alex Tarlow
(1,320 – 3:38.3) and Evan Friedman
(mile – 4:48.3) finished second in the

TEAM TOTALS:
1. Rahway (Ra) 45, 2. Elizabeth (E)
35, 3. Union (U) 33, 4. Scotch PlainsFanwood (SPF) 30, 5. Westfield (W),
Roselle (Ro), Summit (S) 20, 8. Johnson
(J) 12, 9. St. Patrick’s 7, 10. Governor
Livingston, New Providence, Plainfield,
Union Catholic 6, 14. Linden 2
INDIVIDUAL WINNERS:
880-yard relay: (Ra) (Deion Lawson,
Paul Jones-Burden, Marquis Barnes,
John Ferrer) 1:41.5
Mile relay: (Ra) (Lawson, JonesBurden, Barnes, Ferrer) 3:50.2
Two-mile relay: (S) (Roma
Korkmazsky, Chris Diaz, Francisco
Azevedo, Steve Hankinson) 9:07
Sprint medley relay: (Ra) (Ferrer,
Najee Calhoun, Lawson, Jones-Burden)
3:59.2
Distance medley relay: (S) (Josh
Alloco, David Roduit, Korkmazsky,
Hankinson) 11:37.1
Shuttle hurdles: (Ro) (Gerkenz
Senesca, Terell Guy, Jared Washington, Randel Savage) 31.1
High jump: (E) (Kareem Andrews,
Quinn Williams) 11-4
Shot put: (SPF) (Alleman, Badala,
Birnbaum) 146-0.25 (Meet record)

David B. Corbin for The Leader and The Times

SPIN DOCTOR…Raider John Badala,
with his spinning form, tossed the shot
47’5.75”.

distance medley relay with a time of
11:44.7 ahead of Raiders Mike Ragan,
Mike Chervenyak, Pat Doliber and
Adam Biner who crossed third at
11:59.8.
Raiders Doliber, Tim Salisbury,
Dan Sapienza and Ragan, however,
crossed second in the two-mile relay
in a time of 9:12.5 and Blue Devils
Gus Gibbons (2:16.9), Josh Einbinder
(2:20.6), Andy Flood (2:16.3) and
Brendan Berkowitz (2:20) crossed
third with a time of 9:14.7.

David B. Corbin for The Leader and The Times

HEADING HOME…Blue Devil Evan
Friedman ran the anchor leg of the
distance medley relay.

62
40

The Union Catholic High School
girls basketball team defeated Hillside, 40-25, in Scotch Plains on January 11. Reina Castro netted 10 of her
12 points in the first half when the
Vikings rumbled to a 28-14 lead.
Arielle Belk scored eight points, had
six assists and pulled seven rebounds.

NJAR CIRCLE OF EXCELLENCE PLATINUM LEVEL 2002, 2004 & 2005

PRISTINE COLONIAL ON THE BOULEVARD

David B. Corbin for The Leader and The Times

INTENSITY…Blue Devil Erik Anderson shoved the shot put 46 feet.

“The two-mile relay was definitely
our best event on the track. The guys
ran tough and they ran smart, too.
Ragan ran a very nice anchor even
though it was his second race of the
night. He even managed to run about
four seconds faster in his second race
than he did in the first,” said Raider
coach Jeff Koegel.
The Union Catholic Vikings, who
have built quite a strong distance and
sprinting team, could have been an
additional factor in the team scoring,
but have opted to rest many of their
top competitors for the Group 1 meet
on January 12.
The Blue Devils finished fourth in
the sprint medley relay – Craig
Cognetti (26.6), Mike Mathews
(26.8), Friedman (58.6) and Tarlow
(2:18.2) – with a time of 4:10.7 and
took sixth in the one-mile relay –
Donny deRojas (61.3), Mike
Weinberg (59.5), Davis (59.3) and
Alex Forstenhausler (60.4) – with a
time of 4:00.6. The Raiders were
fourth in the mile relay at 3:58.4 and
fifth in the shuttle hurdles with a time
of 35.1.

Lady Vikings Pulverize
Comet Cagers, 40-25

Kimberley Aslanian Haley

TUDOR OVAL PERFECTION
Immaculate and renovated Center Hall Colonial nestled in a quiet
Westfield neighborhood with a short walk to Jefferson Elementary
School. This impressive home offers a new gourmet eat-in Kitchen with
granite counters, three new Bathrooms, Master Bedroom Suite, first floor
Family Room and Den, finished Recroom in basement, hardwood floors
Offered for $759,000
and central air.

© 2005 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. An Equal Opportunity Company.
Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

Coldwell Banker
908.301.2004 - Direct Line
Kim.Haley@CBmoves.com
www.KimHaley.com

A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE
Business 908.233.5555
209 Central Avenue, Westfield, NJ 07090

25
40

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

INTIMIDATING STARE…Raider Mike Alleman stares down the mat prior to
shoving the shot put 54’9.75” at the Union County Relays. Alleman, John Badala
and Jon Birnbaum won the event with a distance of 146’0.25”.

The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES
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BLUE DEVIL BOYS NET TIE FOR 13TH

which was a Raider indoor school
record. Valdes and Veeck both recorded indoor PR’s.
“Veeck’s time was her fastest relay
split ever, indoors or outdoors. Cassy
missed close to two months of training, so as she rounds back into shape
and everyone else progresses, we
should be diving well under 13:00,”
noted Koegel.
Mike Alleman with a shove of
53’11” and John Badala at 47’10”
placed second in the shot put with a
total of 101’9”. Pat Doliber (1,200 at
3:21.6), Kyle Rowbotham (400 at
52.7), Mike Ragan (800 at 2:08.1)
and Adam Biner (1,600 at 434.9)
placed fifth in the distance medley
relay with a time of 10:57.35. Biner’s
time was an indoor PR, while
Doliber’s and Ragan’s splits were alltime PR’s, indoors or outdoors.
In the Group 4 boys’ meet, Blue
Devils Alex Tarlow (1,200 at 3:20.8),
Connor Davis (400 at 55.4), Brent
Souders (800 at 2:06.9) and Evan Friedman (1,600 at 4:30.7) placed fifth in
the distance medley relay with a time
of 10:53.91. Adam Bergo, with a great
clearance of 6’4”, and Mike Mathews
at 5’6” placed fifth in the high jump
with a height of 11’10”. Erik Anderson, with a shove of 47’11.75”, and
Jim Thayer at 42’5” placed sixth in the
shot put with a distance of 90’4.75”.

Blue Devils Bowlers Roll
Over Kardinals, 3,029-2,404
The Westfield High School varsity
bowlers defeated Kearny, 7-0, on
January 9. The Blue Devils de-feathered the Kardinals in total pins, 3,0292,404.
Junior Brett Ettinger continued a
strong several weeks as he led the
team with a 675 series. Ettinger had
individual games of 252 and 234.
“Brett has been consistently good,
especially in our last match when he
threw 11 strikes in a row to have a 278
game and then he threw the first five
strikes in a row for the next game. That
was a total of 16 strikes in a row, a truly
magnificent accomplishment,” said
Blue Devil Head Coach Mike Tirone.
Alex Wronski had a high game of
247 and finished with a 639 series. Cocaptain Harrison Mercado had a high
game of 237 and a 593 series. Jesse
Embry had a solid 588 series with
games of 210 and 203. Co-Captain

Bryan Elsasser had a high game of 226
and finished with a 534 series. Jay
Fartura led Kearny with a 586 series.
The junior varsity also defeated
Kearny, 2,631-1,794, for a 7-0 shutout.
Junior Trevor Yee led the team with a
566 series. Eric Curialle (548), Arley
Rojas (533) and Matt Marcus (531)
were also instrumental in the win.
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Blue Devil Hoopsters Topple
Lady Blue Knights, 32-29

Raider Boys Place 7th,
Girls 9th at Gr. 3 Track
Lauryn Adams with a shove of
36’7.25” and Erin Rossi with a toss of
32’9.5” took first in the girls shot put
with a total distance 69’4.75 as the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
girls placed ninth with an 11 total at
the Group 3 Relays at the Jersey City
Armory on January 14. The Raider
boys placed in a six-way tie for seventh on January 13 with a total of 10.
The Westfield boys tied for 13th with
Piscataway with five points in the
Group 4 meet.
“This was the first-ever state relay
event win for our girls’ program and
an indoor PR (personal record) for
Adams. This is Rossi’s first year doing indoor track, and we didn’t take
Adams last winter. She was only
throwing 27' at the time. And now
they are state champs,” said Raider
coach Jeff Koegel. “We don’t even
have a throws coach in the winter. It’s
just me and Rich (McGriff) and about
100 kids. These kids coach each other
and work each other out. In one week,
these two really did a lot – county
champions on Monday and state group
champions on Sunday.”
The Raider foursome of Cassy
Valdes (1,200 at 4:11), Kim Shelus
(400 at 1:05.7), Kim Appezzato (800
at 2:30.1) and Brittney Veeck (1,600
at 5:15.4) placed sixth in the distance
medley relay with a time of 13:02.35,
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Karen Clarkson for The Westfield Leader and The Times

TAKING A SHOT AT GOAL…Blue Devil John Attanasio, No. 35, had three
goals against Scotch Plains-Fanwood. Jimmy Bender had three goals, A.J.
Cunningham had two and Joe Kramkowski had one. Eric Kaufman scored both
of the Raiders’ goals. Blue Devil goalie Adam Becker had 20 saves. The Blue Devils
defeated the Raiders, 9-2, on January 11.

WF PAL Wrestlers
Up Record to 6-4
The Westfield PAL Grade School
Wrestling team improved to 6-4 by
winning two of its three matches in a
quad hosted at Westfield High School
on January 14. Eighth graders Matt
Albano, Christian Barber and Eric
Gozdieski each posted three wins for
Westfield.
Westfield beat Rahway, 54-42, with
Barber, Tony Pafumi, Helen
Delpopolo and Gozdieski all posting
pins. Mike Kalimtzis, Will Johnston,
Troy Skibitsky, Jey Yingling, Barber
and Gozdieski all pinned their opponents in the 50-39 rout of Voorhees.
PAL sponsors four wrestling teams:
The Red Team for beginners in grades
K-2; The White Team for grades 3-6;
The Blue Team for experienced wrestlers in grades 3-6; and the Grade
School Team for advanced wrestlers
in grades 5-8. For more information,
please visit the wrestling website at
www.westfieldpalwrestling.com.

WF Pee Wees Do Well
At Wrestling Tourney
The Westfield Pee Wee wrestlers
participated in the Chatham Holiday Novice tournament held at
Chatham High School on December 17. This tournament hosted 350
wrestlers from over 20 towns.
The Westfield team fared well,
with a number of wrestlers ending
up on the medal stand. Zach
Rabinowitz won in the 51-lb Bantam division, while Zach Composto
triumphed at the Tots 41-lb weight
class.
The following boys took home
silver medals: Devin Caherly, Matthew Loftus, Ryan Palmer, Benjamin Kwok, Chris Hoerle and
Matthew Charlton.
The team also had eight children
place third: Georgie Angelides,
Aidan Nolte, Matt Pindilli, Jake
Engelke, Matt Rittendale, Tim
Miller, Alan Dente and Jack Miller.

quick swipes resulted in scores in the
second quarter. Miller and Cronen
netted two points each, Venezia sank
two shots from the stripe and O’Leary
had one. Pendarvis sank eight points
to lead Irvington to an 18-14, halftime lead.
The Blue Devil defense limited the
Knights to three points in the third
quarter, while the offense scored eight
to gain a 22-21 lead. Miller, Pringle
and O’Leary made several successful
swipes resulting in baskets by Cronen,
Infantino, Pringle and Venezia.
Late in the fourth quarter, the
Knights scored off a turnover to take
a 29-28 lead. With less than 10 ticks
left, O’Leary passed to Miller who
dropped in a driving lay up that put
the Blue Devils on top, 30-29. After a
key time out called by Marino, Miller
took possession of the ball, drew the
infraction and sank both free throws.
Earlier, Handza hit a set shot and
Pringle sank two free throws.
“That’s what it is all about. Fourth
quarter, get the ball to Miller and she
came through,” commented Marino.
“Perhaps we were a little over confident in winning this game and you
can’t do that. You have to play every
game like it’s a good team and you
just can’t take it for granted,” said
Miller. “In the beginning, we were
four-for-25 for shooting percentage,
I think.”
As to the defensive and offensive
flow of the game, Miller said, “We
were forcing a lot of passes underneath and they were getting a lot of
steals. We weren’t being patient. We
were rushing and not executing and
that’s what really hurt us the most.
Offensively, once we took that time
out in the fourth quarter, we agreed
that we needed to take our time, be

patient, spread the court and look for
open people. We calmed it down and
that’s how we beat them.”
“We were missing our shots but in
the end when we really needed to
come through, we got the job done,”
added Venezia. “Defensively, we were
trying to shotgun in certain areas and
we succeeded in doing that. That was
the key in winning this game, I believe.”
Irvington
Westfield
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Softball Umpire Classes
To Begin February 20
Men and women who enjoy the
game of softball can earn extra money
in their spare time by becoming certified Amateur Softball Association softball umpires. The Greater Union
County ASA Softball Umpires Association, in cooperation with the Union
County Department of Parks, Recreation and Facilities, will conduct its
annual softball umpires training program beginning Tuesday, February 20.
The training classes will take place
from 7 to 9 p.m. on Tuesday evenings
from February 20 through March 27
at the Union County Administration
Building in Elizabeth. The cost of
this six-week umpiring course is $125.
The classes are open to men and
women, 18 years and older, who are
interested in umpiring softball games.
For more information and registration details, contact the Union County
Amateur Softball Association office
of Keith Benovengo at (908) 3130983
or
e-mail
him
at
commissioner@asasoftballucnj.org
and Bill Smith at (908) 259-0154 or email him at willsmith43@comcast.net
or visit asasoftballucnj.org.

Reading is Good For You

goleader.com/subscribe
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OPEN HOUSE: SUN. 1/21 12-4PM

115 Effingham Place Westfield, New Jersey
Open House Sunday, January 21st, 1:00 - 4:00PM

WESTFIELD . . . Dutch Colonial nestled on a beautifully landscaped oversized
lot. This warm & inviting Westfield home offers the charm you are looking
for plus 4 bedrooms, 2 baths, central air, hardwood floors & an elegant foyer
with natural trim. The formal living room is bright, airy & features a gas
fireplace. This home has been thoughtfully decorated & maintained from top
to bottom. It is close to schools, town & train. If you just want to move in,
unpack & relax, make this the first home you see. $620,000 DIR: Central
Ave. to Washington St. #127 (05200NEW)

weichert.com

Call For
More Information!

Invite James in,
and he’ll bring results!

This classic five bedroom, three and one half bath Center Hall Colonial combines the quality construction of the
past with today’s amenities in one of Westfield’s most sought-after neighborhoods. Enter this sun-filled, pristine
home through a marble-floored vestibule and view the elegant formal dining room and large living room with a
wood-burning fireplace. Off the granite-accented gourmet kitchen, a magnificent family room with a cathedral ceiling and tranquil views will become the center of your casual living. Gleaming hardwood floors, classic molding,
newer baths, multi-zone heating & central-air, large deck and beautiful grounds are just a few of the added attractions for your enjoyment in this stunning, graceful home. Close to schools, town and parks. A must see! Offered at
$1,395,000. Dir: Dudley Avenue to Prospect Street to Effingham Place

Wende Devlin Gates, Sales Associate
908-233-5989, Direct Dial
wende-gates@burgdorff.com

James Euwer
weichert.com

WESTFIELD OFFICE / 185 Elm Street / 908-654-7777

Westfield Office · 600 North Avenue, West · 908-233-0065
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Westfield Y B Swimmers Tip
Hunterdon County Y Girls

Devilfish Swim B Boys Beat
Hunterdon County, 109-98
The Westfield Area Y’s Devilfish
“B” boys swim team beat Hunterdon
County YMCA, 109-98, on January 6.
Individual Medley: Andre Benz,
Nicandro Donadio and Michael Rizzo
took first in their age groups. Jordan
Hickman, Connor Moore and Brian
Carr placed second and Garrett
Willamson and Matt Trinkle brought
in thirds.
Freestyle: (8U) Jack Naughton,
Alec Penn (9-10) and Robert
Lockatell (11-12) touched first. Tim
York (13-14) and Justin Lo (15-18)
captured second. Evan Moore, Griffin Whitmer and Brendan Oster placed
third in their classes.
Breaststroke: Jack Naughton, Brandon Leuthhold and Michael Rizzo
touched first, while Stefan Criggler,
Andre Benx, Nic Donadio and Sean
Clark brought home second place.
Backstroke: Noah Bram (8U), Griffin Whitmer (9-10), Dan Myers (1112) and Michael Pesin (13-14)
touched first. Evan Moore, Connor
Moore and Justin Lo placed second
for their age groups and Nicholas
Cannone and Tim York came in third.
Butterfly: Jack Naughton, Alec
Penn, Dan Myers and Michael Pesin

took first. Jordan Hickman (9-10)
and Robert Lockatell (11-12) placed
second with Aedan Collins (8U) and
Rich Polini (15-18) coming in third.
Westfield capped off the meet by winning four of five of the medley relays.

WF’s DeCampo Places
In Mat Invitational
ALLENTOWN, PA. – Junior Joe
DeCampo of Westfield helped the
Muhlenberg College wrestling team to
the championship of the Washington &
Lee Invitational. DeCampo went 3-1 to
finish third at 149 pounds. After dropping his first bout, DeCampo breezed
through the consolation bracket with a
pin, technical fall and major decision.
The pin came in 38 seconds and was the
fastest of his career.
DeCampo is 12-7 for the season and
has placed in three tournaments. He
has a career record of 45-30. The Mules
finished first with 86 points, 8.5 more
than second-place Johns Hopkins. The
tournament title was the first for
Muhlenberg since the 1995 Centennial Conference Championships, and
its last regular-season tourney championship came at York in 1992.
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ACCOMPLISHED ATHLETE...Patricia Malizia, Athletic Director at The
Wardlaw-Hartridge School in Edison, posed with junior Alison Monte of Scotch
Plains, who was selected by the New Jersey Girls Soccer Coaches Association to
receive an All-State Soccer Award at the organization’s banquet on December 10.
In November, Alison attended the 2006 Special Olympics Florida State Fall
Classic at Disney’s Wide World of Sports Complex in Lake Buena Vista, FL,
where she helped Special Olympics athletes hone softball skills, such as throwing,
fielding and hitting. She also judged the athletes’ base-running techniques, as well
as how they retrieved the ball.

See it all on the web in color . . .

www.goleader.com
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The Westfield Y Girls B Devilfish
swim team beat out Hunterdon
County Y, 105-99.
(8U): Felicia Mermer nailed first in
freestyle and backstroke. Emily Beattie
touched first in butterfly and second in
free. Jessica Trinkle got second in
breaststroke and fly. Betsy Penn placed
second in back and third in free, while
Sara Gargiulo took third in breast.
(9&10): Rachel Fan touched first in
free and fly. Meredith Bagger got first
in the individual medley (IM) and
third in back. Emma Phillips placed
second in back and third in free.
Johanna Mermer touched first in breast.
Zoe Pappas took first in back. Caitlin
Collins placed second in fly. Geneva
Gleason got second in the IM and Tori
Miller landed second in breast.
(11&12): Kayla Krasnoo nailed
first in free and breast. Meghan
Bachmann touched first in fly and
second in free. Caitlin Carroll landed

first in the IM and third in back.
Hannah Hays took second in IM and
breast. Courtney Han placed second
in back and third in IM. Alana Basil
nailed first in back. Colleen Caprario
got second in fly. Mary Kate Boylan
placed third in fly and Kyla Gargiulo
got third in breast.
(13&14): Caitlin English touched
first in IM and fly. Margaux Fleschler
nailed first in free and breast. Kylie
Bangs took first in back and second in
free. Leslie Holt touched second in
IM and third in breast. Meghan Boylan
placed second in back. Meg Kaveney
got second in fly, while Katie Yamano
touched third in back.
(15+): Abigail Ryan nailed first in
free and fly. Ilene Goodman took
second in fly and third in free. Maegan
Foley landed first in breast. Cassie
Green touched first in back. Mary
Mahoney placed second in IM and
Megan Boersig got second in back.

WF 6th A Boys Boost
Hoops Record to 6-4

Union County to Offer
Volleyball Classes

The Westfield Basketball Association sixth grade A boys had a successful week of hoops. After splitting a
pair of games with the Basking Ridge
White and Blue teams, Westfield
matched up against the first-place
IHM team and came away with a
rousing, 53-50 victory at home.
Jake Heroux led Westfield with 19
points but Keegan Hess’ all-around
game was the key to the victory. Hess
was solid on defense and also chipped
in with 10 points. Charlie Callinan
was big on the boards as well as
scoring seven points.
Westfield was up by 25 at one point
in the first half but a furious second
half rally by IHM fell just short as
point guard Henry Smith steadied the
boys to pull the game out. In the loss
against Basking Ridge, Scott Thompson netted 13 points and Christian
Burghdorf put in seven points. In the
win, Heroux banged in 20 points.
Westfield evened its league record to
3-3 and are 6-4 overall.
PUBLIC NOTICE

WESTFIELD . . . Open & spacious floor plan. Located on cul-de-sac,
short distance to town, train, schools & playground. This home boasts a
large living room, formal dining room, open eat-in kitchen with center
island & sliders overlooking backyard, step down family room w/gas
fireplace, full bath and laundry/mud room all on the 1st fl. The 2nd fl. has
a grand MBR with full bath & walk-in closet + 3 additional bedrooms &
a full bath. Full finished basement w/wet bar, 2-car attached garage &
private backyard w/patio complete this home. $1,349,000 (052001620)
weichert.com

Call For
More Information!

Invite Nancy in,
and she’ll bring results!

SCOTCH PLAINS~FANWOOD
SOCCER ASSOCIATION

WESTFIELD . . . Pristine Center Entry Colonial in the heart of
Wychwood nestled on a picturesque landscaped lot. 5 bedrooms,
3 full & 2 half baths. Entry foyer, formal living & dining rooms,
eat-in kitchen opening to family room, large master bedroom suite
with full bath & whirlpool tub, 2 fireplaces, finished rec. room,
first floor laundry, first floor office. $1,799,900 (052001605)

Nancy Kronheimer

weichert.com

WESTFIELD OFFICE / 185 Elm Street / 908-654-7777

WESTFIELD OFFICE / 185 Elm Street / 908-654-7777

$1,360,000

The one you’ve been waiting for! This Circa 1873 Colonial Farmhouse boasts wonderful architectural details, exquisite moldings and
two wood-burning fireplaces, 5 Bedrooms, 2.5 baths. Close to schools,
town and train.

CRANFORD

Invite Kerry in,
and he’ll bring results!

Kerry McDevitt

weichert.com

WESTFIELD

weichert.com

Call For
More Information!

$439,900

Front porch Colonial! Charm and updates include CAC, newer
roof, deck to paver patio in fenced yard, new powder room, box
beam ceiling in Dining Room, hardwood floors, Living Room with
fireplace, bookcases, good storage. A comfortable place to call home!

MOUNTAINSIDE

$625,000

The Annual General Meeting of the
Scotch Plains Fanwood Soccer Association will be held on Wednesday, January
24, 8:00 PM at the Scotch Hills Country
Club. At this meeting the members of the
association will elect a new Executive
Board. The association will also vote on
proposed amendments to the constitution
and by-laws pertaining to the titles of the
positions on the Executive Committee and
the timing of the election process. Nominees for the eight Executive Board positions are: President – Jim Fawcett; Executive Vice President – David Bernstein;
Vice President Operations – Sean Murphy;
Vice President House – Chris DeMaria;
Vice President Inter-County – Danny
DiFrancesco; Vice President Travel – Tom
DiGiacomo; Vice President Communications – Joanne Guarnuccio; and Vice President Finance – Greg Giardiello.
1 T - 1/18/07, The Times
Fee: $21.42

FANWOOD

The County of Union and the YMYWHA of Union County will co-sponsor a series of volleyball classes for
people with developmental disabilities.
Individuals who have thought about
learning to play volleyball or those
who want to brush up on their skills
are encouraged to enroll. Classes will
run on six consecutive Thursday evenings, beginning February 8, from 8
to 9 p.m. The cost is $8, which covers
all six sessions.
Pre-registration is required. Information and registration materials may
be obtained by contacting Sharon Gentile, program coordinator for the Union
County Department of Parks, Recreation and Facilities, at (908) 527-4806.
This program is offered by the
county with funding through a grant
from the New Jersey Department of
Community Affairs, Office on Recreation. For general information about
other programs offered by the County
of Union, visit the Union County
website at www.ucnj.org.
PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD
Public Notice is hereby given that the
ordinance as follows was passed and
adopted by the Town Council of the Town
of Westfield at a meeting thereof held on
January 16, 2007.
Claire J. Gray
Town Clerk
GENERAL ORDINANCE NO. 1890
AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND
THE CODE OF THE TOWN OF
WESTFIELD CHAPTER 18,
“POLICE,” ARTICLE I, “IN
GENERAL”
GENERAL ORDINANCE NO. 1891
AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND
THE CODE OF THE TOWN OF
WESTFIELD CHAPTER 11,
“FIRE PROTECTION,” ARTICLE II, “FIRE DEPARTMENT”
1 T - 1/18/07, The Leader
Fee: $20.40

$449,000

Affordably priced! Come see this beautifully maintained 3 Bedroom, 2 bath Colonial/Split Level in Mountainside bordering on
Westfield and close to shops and NYC transportation. Larger than
it seems. A must see!

This Colonial features 3 Bedrooms, Living Room with fireplace,
Formal Dining Room, Family Room located a short distance from
train and elementary school. Amenities include maintenance-free
exterior, newer roof, CAC and more.

CRANFORD

WESTFIELD

$1,195,000

Opportunity for new! New construction! Magnificent custom Center Hall Colonial offers 3450 square feet of well-designed living space.
10 rooms, 5+ Beedrooms, 3.5 baths, grand front porch, great architectural details. New price for the NEW YEAR!

$749,900

Two-story foyer! Enter this 3-year young Center Hall Colonial with
4 Bedrooms and 2.5 baths. The well-appointed Kitchen is adjacent
to the beautiful Family Room with fireplace, Formal Living Room
and Dining Room. Master suite has closets galore!

A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION
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APARTMENT FOR RENT

BRACELET FOUND

FANWOOD: 2 BEDROOM,
Second Story, Completely
Refurbished, New Kitchen w/
plenty of Storage, Central Heat
and Air Conditioning, Washer/
Dryer, Refinished Wood Floors,
Hi-speed Wireless Internet
Access, Walk to Train, Busses,
Downtown Fanwood and Scotch
Plains. $1595/mo + Utilities.
Call (908) 322-8440

Found women’s bracelet
on 12-28-06
in Tamaques Park, Westfield.
Phone (908) 233-5206

OFFICE FOR RENT

FANWOOD Professional Office
for Rent; 2 rooms - 400 sq feet,
fully furnished, private path,
wireless internet, off street
parking, private entrance.
$850.00 includes utilities.
Call (908) 322-8440 or
info@fanwoodchemical.com

LOVE SCENTED CANDLES?

Soy candle company
looking for distributers.
(877) 728-9704
www.getsoycandlesnow.com
BEAUTIFUL OAK HUTCH

Beautiful solid oak hutch.
Measures 57 1/4" wide x 76 1/2"
high. Excellent condition.
$600 neg. Call (908) 928-9337
SLEIGH BED

Cherry HB, FB, Rails
retail $675 sell $350
Call (732) 259-6690

APARTMENT FOR RENT

ARCADE GAME

WESTFIELD, Luxury 5 room,
2 BR, 2 full bath, on-site garage
and off-street parking, 55 years &
older, Chelmsford Condo. $2500
per month. Call for appointment.
Saul Drittel (908) 233-6478.
BURGDORFF ERA
Westfield Office
(908) 233-0065

”Auction” $350.00
rritterhoff@yahoo.com
(609) 425-4281

OFFICE FOR RENT

Prime office space
Prof Building - 400 sq ft
Downtown Westfield
Parking available
(201) 891-1130
NEIDE HOUSE CLEANING

I will clean your house,
apartment or condo.
Reliable, reasonable rates.
I do laundry. Good references.
5 years exp.
For each client you give me,
1 extra job free.
Call me! (973) 583-5570 or
(973) 878-2181 Neide

Reading is Good For You

HOUSE CLEANING

Reliable cleaning service.
Will customize to your needs.
References.
Call for a free estimate:
Vera (973) 286-2938
HOUSE CLEANING

Honest person
will clean your house or office.
Experienced with references.
Call Joanna (732) 952-3451
RENTAL HOUSE WANTED

Westfield family of 4 needs rental
home while renovating. Nonsmoking and no pets. References
provided. Prefer month-to-month
lease. Call (917) 692-8467.
CONTRACTOR / HANDYMAN

The Portuguese Craftsmen
For all Home maintenance
repair and improvement needs!
~ Any job large or small !
~ (908) 647-7672 ~
& check: www.portcraftmen.com
EXCELLENT PAINTING

goleader.com/subscribe
PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD
NOTICE OF INTRODUCTION OF
ORDINANCE 07-01-S
AND PUBLIC HEARING
An ordinance was introduced by the
Mayor and Council of the Borough of
Fanwood on January 9, 2007. Copies of
this ordinance can be obtained without
cost in the Clerk’s Office, at the Fanwood
Borough Hall, 75 North Martine Avenue,
Fanwood, New Jersey between the hours
of 8 a.m. and 4 p.m., Monday through
Friday.
AN ORDINANCE TO EXCEED
THE MUNICIPAL BUDGET
APPROPRIATION LIMITS
AND TO ESTABLISH A CAP
BANK
This ordinance is scheduled for public
hearing and adoption on February 13,
2007 7:30 P.M., Fanwood Borough Hall,
75 North Martine Avenue, Fanwood, New
Jersey
Eleanor McGovern
Borough Clerk
1 T - 1/18/07, The Times
Fee: $22.44

INTERIOR - EXTERIOR
Power Washing - Painting Complete Preparation, Good Work,
Good Price. Free Estimates
Call Ed (908) 220-2858
or (908) 220-3825
PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD
NOTICE OF INTRODUCTION OF
ORDINANCE 07-04-R
AND PUBLIC HEARING
An ordinance was introduced by the
Mayor and Council of the Borough of
Fanwood on January 9, 2007. Copies of
this ordinance can be obtained without
cost in the Clerk’s Office, at the Fanwood
Borough Hall, 75 North Martine Avenue,
Fanwood, New Jersey between the hours
of 8 a.m. and 4 p.m., Monday through
Friday.
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING
THE FANWOOD BOROUGH
CODE FOR LOCAL ENFORCEMENT OF THE NEW
JERSEY UNIFORM FIRE
CODE.
This ordinance is scheduled for public
hearing and adoption on February 13,
2007 7:30 P.M., Fanwood Borough Hall,
75 North Martine Avenue, Fanwood, New
Jersey
Eleanor McGovern
Borough Clerk
1 T - 1/18/07, The Times
Fee: $23.46

CLASSIFIEDS
EXP CHEF WANTED

Expert Cooks on hibachi tables,
at least 3 years experience. Chefs
need to possess good personality, skills and efficiency. Apply at:
1230 Route 22 West
Mountainside, NJ
(908) 518-9733
ARIRANG Hibachi
Steakhouse and Sushi Bar
PART TIME

English speaking, kind, mature,
companion/helper for elderly
woman living independently in
apt. Talk and help with light chores.
Must be available 5:30p.m.7:00p.m. Mon-Fri. $10/hr.
(908) 654-8737
FREELANCERS WANTED
Strong, detail-oriented writers
with professional demeanor
needed to cover local
government meetings. Must
be able to meet deadlines,
know how to write a lead, and
take an active interest in their
beats in order to develop news
stories.
Please
email
resume and clips to:

editor@goleader.com
HELP WANTED

Full-time nanny position caring for
newborn baby girl. Experience,
references, and driver’s license
required. Send resume to
troutman@broadwaycat.com

Thursday, January 18, 2007

Are you working for a retailer that is cutting your hours?
Come join the winning team at ShopRite of Clark where all positions
& shifts are available for friendly people who like to work with people

PRINCIPAL

•

•
•
•

Holy Trinity Interparochial
Elementary
School
of
Westfield, NJ, Archdiocese of
Newark, seeks a creative and
dynamic Principal to lead a
well established Pre-K to 8th
Grade program.
Candidate must:
Possess an M.A. Degree in
Education and Administrative
Certification or equivalent
Be a practicing Catholic with
strong interpersonal and
communication skills and a
demonstrated history of
educational success.
Experience in a Catholic school
setting a plus
Send letter of introduction
and resume to:
Sister Patricia Butler, SC
Office of the
Superintendent of Schools
171 Clifton Avenue
Newark, NJ 07104
MEDICAL ASSISTANT /
RECEPTION

Westfield - Immediate FT/PT
position for outgoing person in a
boutique medical practice.
Experience in venipuncture, BP,
EKG, etc. Computer knowledge a
plus. Contact Office Manager
(908) 232-1345 or
Fax resume (908) 232-1728.
PHARMACY TECHNICIAN

The Supermarket Leader

NOW HIRING!
We have immediate openings for ALL positions and ALL shifts, including:

• CASHIERS • DELI HELP
• BAGGERS • OVERNIGHT CREW
We Will Pay For Experience. Competitive Starting Salary.

Our Family Owned Stores
offer an exciting, fast-paced environment ideal for people
looking for a career or a rewarding part-time position.

ShopRite of Clark
76 Central Avenue, Clark, NJ 07066
Please apply online at www.shoprite.com
or visit our hiring kiosk in the store

EOE, DRUG FREE, SMOKE FREE WORK ENVIRONMENT

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

Fine Furniture store in
Watchung seeks experienced
delivery driver. Clean driving
record and reliability a must.
Call Jay (908) 756-7050.

FULL-TIME
HOUSEKEEPER / CHILDCARE
Family in Westfied Gardens
section seeks person looking for
secure, F/T opportunity. We
require exper’d individual to clean/
care for home and provide
childcare & transportation to
school/after-sch activities for girls,
ages 9 and 11. Must drive, own
car, speak English, have
references. Knowledge of local
area preferred. Non-smoker.
(908) 232-4097

HELP WANTED

Prudential NJ Properties’
Westfield Office is hiring full-time
agents, both new and experienced. Corporate training
program/in-house training. Call
Margie for confidential interview
at (908) 232-5664, ext. 103.

Pillow Top set
in plastic w/warranty.
Queen $140 Kng $195
Call (732) 259-6690

Prep meds under direction of
pharmacist: measure, mix, count,
label, record amnts & dosages of
meds: receive Rx/refill requests &
verify info is complete/accurate.
Order, label & count stock of meds,
chemicals & supplies. Req any
Bach of Sci degr + 1 yr exp.
Send resume:
Tiffany Natural Pharmacy
1115 South Ave.
Westfield, NJ 07090

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
RESOLUTION

TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
RESOLUTION

TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, the Planning Board of the
Township of Scotch Plains will require the
services of a Consulting Planner during
the year 2007; and
WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts
Law, N.J.S.A. (40 A-11-1et seq.), requires
that the Resolution authorizing the award
of a contract for professional services without competitive bids be publicly advertised; and
NOW, THEREFORE, BE AND IT IS
HEREBY RESOLVED by the Planning
Board of the Township of Scotch Plains,
New Jersey, that Mary M. Moody, PP,
191 Stony Brook Road, Branchburg, New
Jersey be appointed Consulting Planner
to the Planning Board for the period effective from January 1, 2007 to December 31,
2007.
This contract is awarded without competitive bidding as a “professional service”
under the provisions of said Local Public
Contracts Law because the services are
of such a qualitative nature as will not
permit the receipt of competitive bids due
to the subjective difference in the work
product of such persons and the fact that
the ethical requirements of such professionals will not permit such bidding.
Barbara Horev
Secretary to the Planning Board
1 T - 1/18/07, The Times
Fee: $29.07

WHEREAS, the Planning Board of the
Township of Scotch Plains will require the
services of an Engineer during the year
2007; and
WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts
Law, N.J.S.A. (40 A-11-1et seq.), requires
that the Resolution authorizing the award
of a contract for professional services without competitive bids be publicly advertised; and
NOW, THEREFORE, BE AND IT IS
HEREBY RESOLVED by the Planning
Board of the Township of Scotch Plains,
New Jersey, that Thomas Quinn, P.E.
from the firm of Ferriero Engineering, Inc.
Chester, New Jersey be appointed Consulting Engineer to the Planning Board for
the period effective from January 1, 2007
to December 31, 2007.
This contract is awarded without competitive bidding as a “professional service”
under the provisions of said Local Public
Contracts Law because the services are
of such a qualitative nature as will not
permit the receipt of competitive bids due
to the subjective difference in the work
product of such persons and the fact that
the ethical requirements of such professionals will not permit such bidding.
Barbara Horev
Secretary to the Planning Board
1 T - 1/18/07, The Times
Fee: $29.07

WHEREAS, the Planning Board of the
Township of Scotch Plains will require the
services of an Attorney during the year
2007; and
WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts
Law, N.J.S.A. (40 A-11-1et seq.), requires
that the Resolution authorizing the award
of a contract for professional services without competitive bids be publicly advertised; and
NOW, THEREFORE, BE AND IT IS
HEREBY RESOLVED by the Planning
Board of the Township of Scotch Plains,
New Jersey, that Daniel S. Bernstein,
2253 South Avenue, Scotch Plains, New
Jersey, an Attorney in the State of New
Jersey, be appointed Attorney to the Planning Board for the period effective from
January 1, 2007 to December 31, 2007.
This contract is awarded without competitive bidding as a “professional service”
under the provisions of said Local Public
Contracts Law because the services are
of such a qualitative nature as will not
permit the receipt of competitive bids due
to the subjective difference in the work
product of such persons and the fact that
the ethical requirements of such professionals will not permit such bidding.
Barbara Horev
Secretary to the Planning Board
1 T - 1/18/07, The Times
Fee: $29.07

BEDROOM SET

All wood cherry sleigh bed,
dresser, nite stand
Value $1200 sell $690
Call (732) 259-6690
MATTRESS
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Edwin James
RENOVATION SVCS.
•Bathroom Renovations
•Wood & Laminate Flooring
•Trim & Tiling
•Interior Painting
•Repairs
•Light Construction & More

732-887-4369

HELP WANTED

PUBLIC NOTICE

Busy “Bob-the-builder” seeks his
Wendy. Assist with ongoing
construction company details and
help develop a local real estate
brokerage. This will be the best
real estate career you’ll ever have.
Learn & Earn. Fax info to:
(908) 518-9597 or
call (908) 346-1111

TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that on
FEBRUARY 1, 2007, at 7:30 pm in the
Municipal Building, 430 Park Avenue,
Scotch Plains, New Jersey, the Scotch
Plains Zoning Board of Adjustment will
hold a public hearing to consider the application of New Cingular Wireless, PCS,
LLC who submitted an application for Use,
Height and Bulk Variances and for preliminary and final site plan approval seeking
permission to place six (6) antennas at 98
feet and six (6) antennas at 110 feet an the
existing 115 foot Public Service Electric
and Gas transmission tower located at
1551 Cooper Road, Block 12001, Lot 18,
R-1 Zone. The Applicant also proposes
equipment cabinets and one federally
mandated E-911 GPS antenna at the base
of the tower. The following variances are
required:
Section 23-3.5; Not a permitted use,
variance required
Section 23-3.4A, Para A, Col. 10Height; Permitted: 35 feet; Requested:
112.5 feet existing & proposed
Section 23-2.3(o)-Fences; Permitted:
6 feet; Requested: 8 feet existing & proposed
TAKE FURTHER NOTICE, that the
Applicant also seeks such other approvals, waivers and variances from the requirements of the Zoning Ordinance as
may be deemed necessary or required by
the Township Zoning Board of Adjustment
at the hearing on this matter.
All interested persons may be present
and be heard.
The file pertaining to this application is in
the Office of the Zoning Board of Adjustment, 430 Park Avenue, 2nd Floor, Scotch
Plains and is available for public inspection during regular office hours.
Barbara Horev
Secretary to the
Zoning Board of Adjustment
1 T - 1/18/07, The Times
Fee: $40.29
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Jefferson School Principal Urges
Westfield School Bond Vote
As principal of Jefferson School (in
Westfield), I would like to briefly elaborate on three very good reasons why we
should help to support the early childhood learning center. Westfield has always delivered programs that are educationally sound. The early childhood center is a fine example of this.
Through an early childhood center,
educators in the district will be able to
support a common goal, that of early
childhood learning. Additionally, this will
help to support related service at one
location. Occupational therapy, speech
and support counselors will all be on hand
for early detection of speech delays, possible learning disabilities and help to provide early intervention strategies in hopes
of preventing struggling students.
The shared resources at one location
will enable educators to focus on materials targeting this developmental period. It
is educationally sound to place our preschool students in age appropriate settings. By placing the kindergarten and
pre-school students in a centralized location, more needed space will become
available in the elementary schools.
Westfield Board of Education is proactive in its quest to address increasing
enrollment issues. If we do not, today’s
class size will not be the size of the future.
Jefferson School is only one of the six
schools experiencing “space impossibiliPUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
RESOLUTION
WHEREAS, the Township Council of
the Township of Scotch Plains has determined that it is in the best interest of the
taxpayers to utilize the services of a consulting professional engineering firm for
the re-design and renovations of
Jerseyland, and
WHEREAS, the Local Contract Public
Law (N.J.S.A. 40A:ll-l et seq.) requires a
resolution authorizing the award of a contract for professional services without competitive bids must be advertised; and
WHEREAS, this contract is awarded
without competitive bidding as a “professional service” under the provisions of the
Local Contracts Law aforesaid because
said services are of such qualitative nature as will not permit the receipt of competitive bids due to the subjective difference in the work product of such persons
and the fact that the ethical requirements
of such profession will not permit such
bidding.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED
that the Township Council hereby appoints
the firm of Hatch Mott MacDonald, 27
Bleeker Street, Millburn, New Jersey,
0704l-l008 to provide these services to the
Township.
BE IT STILL FURTHER RESOLVED
that copies of this resolution are forwarded
to Hatch Mott MacDonald, Construction
Official Zoning Officer Robert LaCosta,
Assistant Engineer Joseph Timko, and
Director of Parks and Recreation Ray
Poerio.
Township of Scotch Plains
Barbara Riepe, Township Clerk
1 T - 1/18/07, The Times
Fee: $34.68

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD
PLANNING BOARD
MEETING DATES FOR 2007
In compliance with N.J.S.A. 10:4-8D
(Open Public Meetings Act), the Westfield
Planning Board wishes to advise the public of its meeting dates. Meetings at which
formal action will be taken are on the first
Monday of each month at 8:00 p.m. unless
otherwise stipulated, and are held at the
Municipal Building, 425 East Broad Street,
Westfield, New Jersey in the Council
Chambers on the following dates:
January 4, 2007 (see below)
February 5, 2007
March 5, 2007
April 2, 2007
May 7, 2007
June 4, 2007
July 2, 2007
August 6, 2007
September 6, 2007 (see below)
October 1, 2007
November 8, 2007 (see below)
December 3, 2007
January 7, 2008
February 4, 2008
The Board will also meet at 7:30 p.m. on
the above meeting dates in the Mayor’s
Conference Room for a work session in
which the public may attend but may not
participate.
Please note the regular Planning Board
meetings for the months of January, September, and November 2007 will be held
on Thursday on the above dates and will
start the same time (8:00 p.m.) and place.
Applications and plans to be considered
at these meetings will be on file in the office
of the Secretary of the Planning Board,
959 North Avenue West, Westfield, New
Jersey and may be seen Monday through
Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Kenneth B. Marsh, Secretary
Westfield Planning Board
1 T - 1/18/07, The Leader
Fee: $39.78

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
RESOLUTION
WHEREAS, the Township of Scotch
Plains has duly established a Municipal
Court pursuant to statute to hear matters
before it and, as such, Municipal Courts
are a critical component of the administration of justice; and
WHEREAS, the Township of Scotch
Plains may appoint an alternate Municipal
Public Defender to represent the indigent
defendants as assigned by the Municipal
Court Judge in the defense of all offenses,
except zoning violations, within the statutory jurisdiction of the Municipal Court,
when the Municipal Public Defender has a
conflict or is otherwise unable to attend to
his duties; and
WHEREAS, funds have been certified
by the Municipal Manager and Finance
Department in the 2007 temporary legal
budget in an amount not to exceed $250.00
per court session for which said alternate
Municipal Public Defender must appear;
and
WHEREAS, this appointment for services and contract is awarded without competitive bidding as a “professional service”
under the provisions of said Local Public
Contracts Law, because the services are
of such a qualitative nature and will not
permit the receipt of competitive bids due
to the subjective difference in the work
product of such persons and the fact that
the ethical requirements of such profession will not permit such bidding; and
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Council of the
Township of Scotch Plains that Matthew
C. Dorsi, Esq., whose practice is located at
DiFrancesco, Bateman, Coley, Yospin,
Kunzman, Davis & Lehrer, PC, 15 Mountain Boulevard, Warren, New Jersey, be
appointed as Alternate Municipal Public
Defender for the Township of Scotch Plains
through December 31, 2007.
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
Barbara Riepe
Township Clerk
1 T - 1/18/07, The Times
Fee: $41.82

ties.” The elementary enrollment has increased steadily since 1996 affecting room
availability at Jefferson School and other
elementary schools. First grade enrollment this year is the highest since 1970.
There are no music or art rooms at five of
our six elementary schools and no space
for additional classrooms.
This spring, very difficult decisions
were made by principals in the district —
moving incoming kindergarteners to locations other than their home school. If
our elementary school classrooms continue to be full, we will be forced to
continue this process and families will be
uncertain as to which school their
kindergarteners will attend.
Wouldn’t it be better to know that all
kindergarteners would be attending the
same school together? Without freeing
up space in our elementary schools, we
will be faced with crowded schools, instructional overload and families not
wanting to call Westfield home.
Westfield residents have supported a
strong sense of community. By creating an
early childhood learning center, children
and their families will begin their educational endeavors district wide. This will
support a commitment to “Our Town,” not
just “Our Side of Town.” Children and
families will continue their relationships
throughout their educational careers.
Please consider supporting the early
childhood learning center and the vote to
support education on January 23.
Jeanette Munoz, Principal Jefferson
Elementary School, Westfield
PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
NOTICE is hereby given that at a meeting of the Township Council of the Township of Scotch Plains, held in the Council
Chambers in the Municipal Building of
said Township on Tuesday, January 16,
2007 there was introduced, read for the
first time, and passed on such first reading, the following ordinance:
AN ORDINANCE PERMITTING GAMES OF CHANCE ON
SUNDAY MAY 21, 2007 IN THE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH
PLAINS
Purpose: To permit any charitable organization to conduct games of chance on
Sunday, May 21, 2007 provided they take
the appropriate to secure a license for the
holding of said games of chance. A public
hearing for same will be held on Tuesday,
January 30, 2007 at 8:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers of the Municipal Building, or
any time and place to which a meeting for
the further consideration of such ordinance
shall from time to time be adjourned, and
all persons interested will be given an
opportunity to be heard concerning such
ordinance.
A copy of same may be obtained from
the office of the Township Clerk, 430 Park
Avenue, Scotch Plains, New Jersey, between the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m.
Monday through Friday by any member of
the general public who wants a copy of
same without cost.
BARBARA RIEPE
Township Clerk
1 T - 1/18/07, The Times
Fee: $33.15

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD
BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT
In Compliance with N.J.S.A. 10:4-8D
(Open Public Meetings Act), the Westfield
Board of Adjustment wishes to advise the
public of its meeting dates. Meetings at
which formal action will be taken are on the
second Monday of each month at 7:30
p.m. unless otherwise stipulated, and are
held at the Municipal Building, 425 East
Broad Street, Westfield, New Jersey in the
Council Chambers. Meeting dates are as
follows:
January 8, 2007
February 8, 2007
March 12, 2007
April 9, 2007
May 14, 2007
June 11, 2007
July 9, 2007
August 13, 2007
September 10, 2007
October 15, 2007
November 15, 2007
December 10, 2007
January 14, 2008
February 7, 2008
The Board will also meet at 7:00 p.m. on
these dates in the Mayor’s Conference
Room for a work session in which, the
public may attend but may not participate.
Please note the regular Board of Adjustment meetings for the months of February
and November 2007 and February 2008
will be held on Thursday on the above
dates and will be held at the same time and
place.
Applications and plans to be considered
at these meetings will be on file in the office
of the Secretary of the Board of Adjustment, 959 North Avenue West, Westfield,
New Jersey and may be seen Monday
through Friday 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Kathleen A. Nemeth, Secretary
Westfield Board of Adjustment
1 T - 1/18/07, The Leader
Fee: $39.78

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
RESOLUTION
WHEREAS, the Township of Scotch
Plains has duly established a Municipal
Court pursuant to statute to hear matters
before it and, as such, Municipal Courts
are a critical component of the administration of justice; and
WHEREAS, the Township of Scotch
Plains, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 2B:25-4(e),
may appoint an alternate Municipal Prosecutor to represent the State, County or
the Municipality in the prosecution of all
offenses, except zoning violations, within
the statutory jurisdiction of the Municipal
Court, when the Municipal Prosecutor has
a conflict or is otherwise unable to attend
to his duties; and
WHEREAS, funds have been certified
by the Municipal Manager and Finance
Department in the 2007 temporary legal
budget in an amount not to exceed $250.00
per court session for which said alternate
Municipal Prosecutor must appear; and
WHEREAS, this appointment for services and contract is awarded without competitive bidding as a “professional service”
under the provisions of said Local Public
Contracts Law, because the services are
of such a qualitative nature and will not
permit the receipt of competitive bids due
to the subjective difference in the work
product of such persons and the fact that
the ethical requirements of such profession will not permit such bidding; and
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Council of the
Township of Scotch Plains that the Robert
Pansulla, Esq., whose law practice is located at Gaccione, Pomaco & Malanga,
524 Union Avenue, Belleville, New Jersey
07109, be appointed as Alternate Municipal Prosecutor for the Township of Scotch
Plains through December 31, 2007.
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
Barbar Riepe
Township Clerk
1 T - 1/18/07, The Times
Fee: $40.29

If Bond Fails, All Bets Are off for
Westfield Neighborhood Schooling

Letters to the Editor
SAGE Eldercare Thanks Community
For Donating ‘Essentials for Seniors’
I would like to thank the community
for the outpouring of the gifts contributed
to the sixth annual “Essentials for Seniors” program sponsored by the
HomeCare Department of SAGE
Eldercare in Summit.
For the past six years, the department
has collected, wrapped and distributed
more than 1,000 gifts to local older adults.
Donated goods included socks, scarves,
hats, pajamas, sheets, towels, toiletry
items, gloves, slippers and more. Thanks
to the support of the community and volunteers this year, SAGE was able to deliver over 100 gifts to the elderly in surrounding communities.
David Lee, an Eagle Scout candidate
with Troop 15 from Millburn-Short Hills,
selected SAGE Eldercare to be his sponsor
for his Eagle Scout project. David prepared and distributed collection bins to
various neighborhood locations and posted
notices and flyers promoting the program.
David, together with boys from his
troop, collected gifts from their neighbors and from collection bins set up at
various locations in nearby communities.
Over 400 new life-essential items were
collected and included toiletries, T-shirts,

towels, underwear, bed sheets, socks,
scarves, slippers, nightgowns, shirts,
sweaters, robes, and hats.
The items were combined into 100 gift
packages and then gift-wrapped by the
Boy Scouts the week before Christmas.
SAGE then assigned names and addresses
to each of the wrapped gifts. On Christmas Eve, the Boy Scouts, with help from
their parents, delivered some of the gifts
to elderly in the Millburn/Short Hills,
Summit, Springfield and New Providence
areas.
“It was truly a pleasure seeing all those
happy faces when they opened the door to
receive their presents,” remarked David.
A heartfelt “thank you” is owed to
every location that provided a place for
members of the community to drop off
donations and for promoting the “Essentials for Seniors” program to customers
and clients.
The success of this program helps
SAGE Eldercare meet the needs of the
elderly in our service area of Union,
Morris, Essex and Somerset counties.
Deborah Scales,
Director of HomeCare
SAGE Eldercare

PUBLIC NOTICE
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BOROUGH OF FANWOOD
NOTICE OF INTRODUCTION OF
ORDINANCE 07-02-R
AND PUBLIC HEARING
An ordinance was introduced by the
Mayor and Council of the Borough of
Fanwood on January 9, 2007. Copies of
this ordinance can be obtained without
cost in the Clerk’s Office, at the Fanwood
Borough Hall, 75 North Martine Avenue,
Fanwood, New Jersey between the hours
of 8 a.m. and 4 p.m., Monday through
Friday.
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING
ORDINANCE NO. 06-14-R
EXTENDING THE DATE FOR
RETURNING
BUSINESS
REGISTRATION APPLICATIONS TO MARCH 1, 2007.
This ordinance is scheduled for public
hearing and adoption on February 13,
2007 7:30 P.M., Fanwood Borough Hall,
75 North Martine Avenue, Fanwood, New
Jersey
Eleanor McGovern
Borough Clerk
1 T - 1/18/07, The Times
Fee: $23.46

BOROUGH OF FANWOOD
NOTICE OF INTRODUCTION OF
ORDINANCE 07-05-R
AND PUBLIC HEARING
An ordinance was introduced by the
Mayor and Council of the Borough of
Fanwood on January 9, 2007. Copies of
this ordinance can be obtained without
cost in the Clerk’s Office, at the Fanwood
Borough Hall, 75 North Martine Avenue,
Fanwood, New Jersey between the hours
of 8 a.m. and 4 p.m., Monday through
Friday.
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING
THE FANWOOD BOROUGH
CODE TO PROVIDE FOR THE
CREATION OF A SOLID
WASTE COLLECTION DISTRICT NO. 1.
This ordinance is scheduled for public
hearing and adoption on February 13,
2007, 7:30 P.M., Fanwood Borough Hall,
75 North Martine Avenue, Fanwood, New
Jersey
Eleanor McGovern
Borough Clerk
1 T - 1/18/07, The Times
Fee: $23.46

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

SCOTCH PLAINS-FANWOOD BOARD OF EDUCATION
NOTICE OF MEETINGS
(In Compliance with OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT - Chapter 231)
*ADDENDUM TO REGULARLY SCHEDULED MEETINGS*
TYPE OF MEETING:

Board/PTA Roundtable Discussion

DATE OF MEETING:

Tuesday, January 30, 2007

LOCATION:

Terrill Middle School
1301 Terrill Road
Scotch Plains, NJ 07076

TIME:

7:30 p.m. – “Meet & Greet” Coffee
8:00 p.m. – Question/Answer & Discussion

PURPOSE OF MEETING:

The Board will meet with the PTA to discuss
various topics of concern.

ACTION TO BE TAKEN:
1 T - 1/18/07, The Times

Action will not be taken.
Fee: $32.64
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MEMORANDUM OF RECORD
DIAGNOSTIC TEAM MEETING
DOCKET NO. DOT WO1-2006P
RAHWAY AVENUE, GRADE CROSSING
IN THE MATTER OF THE PETITION OF THE TOWN OF WESTFIELD
REGARDING THE DESIGNATION OF A QUIET ZONE AT THE RAHWAY
AVENUE GRADE CROSSING AND THE TRACKS OF CONSOLIDATED
RAIL CORPORATION IN THE TOWN OF WESTFIELD IN THE COUNTY OF
UNION, USDOT CROSSING NO. 362871G.
The Commissioner of the New Jersey Department of Transportation (the “Department”) initiated a review of the captioned matter on the petition submitted by the Town
of Westfield (the “Town”) to determine whether the engineering-technical changes at the
crossing relating to the Town’s initiation of the process of designating a 24-hour Quiet
Zone under the Federal Railroad Administration (“FRA”) rules will serve the public.
After notice, a Diagnostic Team Meeting was held on Monday, December 18, 2006 at
10 a.m. at the highway-rail at-grade crossing of Rahway Avenue in the Town of Westfield,
Union County. The purpose of the meeting was to review the changes required at the
crossing to qualify for Quiet Zone status under the requirements of the FRA Supplemental Safety Measures as set forth in Appendix A of the final FRA regulations.
The Diagnostic Team Meeting was attended by the following:
NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
Todd R. Hirt
Diagnostic Team Leader
Railroad Engineering & Safety
Greg Spiritosanto
Senior Engineer
Railroad Engineering & Safety
CONSOLIDATED RAIL CORPORATION
Leo McGlynn
Director of Engineering & Construction
William Kaeser
Construction Engineer
Doug Tracy
Signal Engineer
TOWN OF WESTFIELD
Andy Skibitsky
Mark Ciarrocca
Jim Foerst
Jim Gildea
Ken Marsh
Kris McAloon
Claire Gray
John Parizeau
Elga Goodman

Mayor
Councilman
Councilman
Town Administrator
Engineer
Asst. Town Engineer
Town Clerk
Police Chief
Attorney representing Town of Westfield

BOARD OF EDUCATION
Robert Berman
Board of Education
Mike Morris
Supervisor of Maintenance
UNION COUNTY
Angelo Paparella

A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

Union County for Thomas Mineo, County Engineer

The Diagnostic Team, consisting of those in attendance, reviewed conditions at the
highway-rail at-grade crossing of Consolidated Rail Corporation’s (“Conrail”) crossing of
Rahway Avenue. The review consisted of examining the existing crossing surface
condition, the existing crossing surface width, the grade crossing warning devices, the
location of the grade crossing warning devices, vehicle and pedestrian usage, roadway
traffic control devices, location of the track, and railway operations. Additionally, the
Diagnostic Team reviewed the plan titled “Plan Showing Median Barrier & Warning Signs
At Grade Crossing For Rahway Avenue & Lehigh Valley RR” dated September 6, 2006
and prepared by Kenneth B. Marsh, P.E., Town Engineer.
In this report, the direction of the railroad is east/west and the direction of Rahway
Avenue is north/south.
Diagnostic Team Findings:
1. The Town of Westfield is the first town in New Jersey to proceed under the new FRA
rules to establish a 24-hour Quiet Zone at a grade crossing.
2. The railroad track at the Rahway Avenue grade crossing is owned, operated, and
maintained by Conrail. CSX Transportation and Norfolk Southern have operating
rights over the subject tracks, and Canadian Pacific Railway has trackage rights
over the subject track. None of these entities have any control over the maintenance of the subject tracks.
3. Rahway Avenue is a municipal street under the jurisdiction of the Town of
Westfield. Rahway Avenue is not a State or County road.
4. The Rahway Avenue crossing has existing warning devices consisting of mastmounted railroad flashing lights, single faced crossbucks, a bell, and railroad
warning signs. There is currently a two-quadrant gate system at this location.
5. To establish the Quiet Zone under Appendix A.3 of the FRA final rule the Town must
install channelization devices, and proper signage. Additionally, constant warning
time devices and power out indicators must be installed at the crossing by Conrail
to meet the safety requirements of the FRA rules.
6. The Town has installed a channelization device at the Rahway Avenue crossing
consisting of a 6 inch reveal granite block curb median for a distance of approximately 100 feet south of the south gate and approximately 160 feet north of the
north gate.
7. The volume of trains on this track is an average of 40 to 45 trains per day (i.e. for
a 24-hour period) at a speed of 50 mph.
8. Rahway Avenue is a two-lane, 36-foot wide roadway north and south of the
crossing, with sidewalks located along the northeast approach. The posted speed
limit is 25 mph.
9. In the northeast quadrant of the crossing there are residential properties, screened
with a privacy fence and intermittent wood line. In the southeast quadrant of the
crossing is an industrial parking lot, with a few street trees along the right-of way.
In the southwest quadrant is a Utility (PSE&G) access driveway leading to a substation. The northwest quadrant consists of a Municipally owned recreational turf
field.
10. The Average Daily Traffic (“ADT”) as determined by the Westfield Police Department is 13,150 vehicles. The ADT was established by a 24-hour count for each day
of the period commencing on December 23, 2005 and ending on December 30,
2005.
11. There are no in-district school buses that travel over the tracks on Rahway Avenue.
Any children that are transported by the Westfield Board of Education stay within

It is unfortunate that your newspaper
has added to the misinformation regarding the upcoming school bond referendum. I was a member of the Citizens
Advisory Committee on Enrollment
(CACE).
Contrary to your January 11 editorial,
the CACE did not recommend building
the new early development facility at
Lincoln School. As you should be aware
from our report, we proposed building
classroom space onto one Northside and
one Southside school to house kindergarten, special education and other related programs. After further analysis,
Dr. Foley and the Board of Education
determined that it would be even more
cost effective to convert Lincoln School
into an early education center, a move
that also would resolve the legitimate
concerns of neighbors about the county
program currently housed at Lincoln
School.
It is true that if the proposal succeeds,
all incoming kindergartners will spend
their first year of school at a non-neighborhood school. But those children have

no attachment whatsoever to their neighborhood school, and almost certainly
will not be walking there anyway. If
passed, the bond will free up much needed
space at all neighborhood schools, so
that children who are attending them
now can continue to do so.
As the CACE came to appreciate,
school populations do not conveniently
increase evenly around town, or only
where the neighborhood schools have
space. Populations fluctuate erratically,
and a number of our neighborhood
schools are at the breaking point. If the
bond fails, all bets are off for neighborhood schooling, as children could be
sent anywhere there is room. Neighborhood schooling is preserved for our first
through fifth graders by sending kindergartners elsewhere and creating room in
their existing schools.
That is one of the many reasons why I
am voting for the bond, and I encourage
all Westfielders to do likewise.
Sam Della Fera, Jr.
Westfield

WF Bond is Premature With
Possible State Mandate Coming
Governor Cozine is touting plans for
mandatory kindergarten, even mentioning it as recently as his state-of-thestate speech last week. Yet Westfield
has a proposed $9.4 million bond coming up for a vote, that will still leave the
town with half-day kindergarten.
What will happen if and when this
“full day” state mandate passes after
the bond is approved and Lincoln School
is renovated and expanded? The proposed expansion is nowhere near big
enough to house full-day kindergarten
classes.
Will another, bigger multi-million
dollar addition need to be added on to
the Lincoln School? Would the Lincoln
PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF AWARD OF CONTRACT
FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES BY
THE TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
CONTRACTOR: Richard C. Mariani,
Esq.; Ogletree, Deakins, Nash, Smoak
& Stewart, P.C.; 10 Madison Avenue,
Morristown, New Jersey 07960
NATURE OF SERVICE: Continued representation of Scotch Plains Police Department and Thomas E. Atkins in the
consolidated matters of Peal v. Township
of Scotch Plains, et al. and Butler v. Township of Scotch Plains, et al.
DURATION: Until completion of the
above.
AMOUNT: Not to exceed $10,000. and
billed at the hourly rate of $225. for Richard Mariani, Esq. and $200. per hour for
any other support and to be applied toward fees and costs for those services
which shall be subject to the approval of
the Township Attorney and which are not
covered by insurance.
THE RESOLUTION AND CONTRACT
FOR SAME ARE ON FILE IN THE OFFICE OF THE TOWNSHIP CLERK.
Barbara Riepe
Township Clerk
1 T - 1/18/07, The Times
Fee: $25.50
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School be big enough, regardless of
how big an addition is put on, to house
full-day kindergarten or would an entirely new plan need to be implemented?
The number of kindergarten classrooms would need to more than double,
since many people send their kids to
private full-day kindergarten, who
would probably then opt to send them to
public school.
I’ve heard that when asked about
this, Dr. Foley has said that the full-day
mandate will “never happen.” I’m not
sure how he somehow knows more than
the governor on this matter. Maybe he’s
right. But I’d rather wait and see than
bet $9.4 million on it.
April Stec
Westfield
PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD
NOTICE OF INTRODUCTION OF
ORDINANCE 07-03-S
AND PUBLIC HEARING
An ordinance was introduced by the
Mayor and Council of the Borough of
Fanwood on January 9, 2007. Copies of
this ordinance can be obtained without
cost in the Clerk’s Office, at the Fanwood
Borough Hall, 75 North Martine Avenue,
Fanwood, New Jersey between the hours
of 8 a.m. and 4 p.m., Monday through
Friday.
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING
CHAPTER 86, SALARIES
AND COMPENSATION, TO
INCREASE CERTAIN SALARY RANGES.
This ordinance is scheduled for public
hearing and adoption on February 13,
2007 7:30 P.M., Fanwood Borough Hall,
75 North Martine Avenue, Fanwood, New
Jersey
Eleanor McGovern
Borough Clerk
1 T - 1/18/07, The Times
Fee: $22.44
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the Town of Westfield and as the bus companies leave the Town to return to their
depot they do not use Rahway Avenue. The number of out of district school busses
using the crossing was not known at the meeting. The Team observed three out of
district school buses at the crossing during the entire meeting.
12. The number of pedestrians that use the crossing was unknown and there was little
evidence of pedestrian traffic in the area. The Team observed no pedestrian traffic
at the crossing during the entire meeting.
13. Sight distance between a vehicle and railroad warning device on approach to the
crossing in both directions is clear. However, it was noted that there are truck
trailers located near the crossing on private property that may impair the view of the
crossing. It was agreed that matter would be researched to see if there are any
zoning or other regulations that would give the Town any jurisdiction to have them
moved. Conrail was going to determine whether its easement included the private
parking lot in question. This, however, would not impact whether the Town could
proceed with establishing the Quiet Zone.
14. Due to work near the crossing by PSE&G the Town has not resurfaced the
roadway. The Town is waiting until PSE&G completes its construction in the spring
of 2007 to resurface the roadway and to replace the railroad pavement markings,
stop bars, and railroad advanced warning signs in both directions. Should PSE&G
not complete their project in a timely manner, the Town will ensure that all required
signage and pavement markings have been properly installed at this location.
15. Conrail at the Town of Westfield’s expense will install the power out indicators and
constant warning system. The estimate for additional equipment needed is
approximately $50,000. Conrail indicated that the equipment could take up to nine
months to receive once it is ordered. Cross bucks are part of the warning system
and are included in the estimated cost.
NOTES:
1.) Permission is GRANTED to the Town of Westfield to proceed with the establishment of a 24-hour Quiet Zone at the Rahway Avenue crossing in accordance with
the requirements of the FRA regulation based on the following:
a. An agreement will be drawn between the Town of Westfield and Conrail, as to
the design an installation of the power out indicators, constant warning system,
and cross-bucks.
b. All costs associated with the upgrades at the crossing will be paid by the Town
of Westfield as agreed to between the Town and Conrail in such agreement.
c. The following recommendations are agreed to and implemented:
Recommendations of the Diagnostic Team are:
A. The Consolidated Rail Corporation shall:
1. Install post-mounted and cantilever supported back-to-back railroad crossbuck
(R15-1) signs on both approaches to the crossing. The crossbucks shall
conform to NJDOT specifications for retro-reflective sheeting (916.04).
2. Install “Do Not Stop on Tracks” sign on the masts or on railroad property in such
a manner as to not interfere with the railroad warning lights.
3. Install roadway-crossing gates with LED light markers in the southeast and
northwest quadrants.
4. Install signal circuitry to establish a constant warning time of the railroad
warning devices. The Federal government requirement is 20 seconds, but the
State requests 30 seconds for added safety.
5. Install power out indicators.
6. Notify the Department’s Railroad Engineering and Safety Unit in writing when
work will begin and has been completed so that inspections by Department may
be conducted and final acceptance/approval(s) issued.
B. Town of Westfield shall:
1. Install signage that is retro-reflective on both sides.
2. Install appropriate pavement markings including stop bars, in accordance with
the Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices (MUTCD) standards at the
crossing.
3. Install advance warning signs and “No Train Horn” sign.
4. Ensure that all plantings at the crossing do not exceed 2 ½ feet at time of
planting. The Town shall be responsible for the maintenance of the plantings
and shall maintain the plantings at a height not to exceed 2 ½ feet.
C. Inclusive:
1. ALL devices controlling roadway vehicles and pedestrians shall be installed in
accordance with the MANUAL ON UNIFORM TRAFFIC CONTROL DEVICES.
2. Appropriate maintenance of traffic and traffic controls for trains, vehicles and
pedestrians affected by this work at the crossing are to be established before
work begins.
3. All work associated with this matter SHALL be subject to final acceptance/
approval(s) by the Department’s Railroad Engineering & Safety Unit.
4. The completion date will be included in the pending ORDER that will be issued
by the Department.
This Memorandum of Record will be distributed to those invited in the Initiation of
Proceedings and meeting attendees. The public will be noticed in local newspapers or
publications. Unless a meritorious objection to the recommendations is advanced by any
of the interested parties or by members of the general public, the matter will be submitted
to the Commissioner of the New Jersey Department of Transportation for his final
determination. Anyone NOT in accord with these provisions MUST reply in writing within
thirty (30) days from the receipt of this Memorandum of Record. Failure to respond will
be taken as acceptance.
Objections received may be submitted to the Department’s Exception Review Committee to determine further action.
Any questions and/or objections concerning this matter should be directed to:
James Gildea
Town Administrator
Town of Westfield
425 East Broad Street
Westfield, New Jersey 07090

Telephone: (908) 789-4041

Cc.Todd R. Hirt
Diagnostic Team Leader
Railroad Engineering and Safety Unit
New Jersey Department of Transportation
P.O. Box 600
Telephone: (609) 530-4944
Trenton, New Jersey 08625
1 T - 1/18/07, The Leader
Fee: $309.06
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JCC’s Jewish Book Festival
Presents Rachel Kadish

Freedom Writers
Pens a Poignant Parable

By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
3 popcorns

Delving into what is arguably
humankind’s biggest challenge, filmmaker Richard LaGravenese’s Freedom
Writers teaches a heartfelt and resultantly
entertaining lesson in tolerance. Even
hardened cynics might chance that it
signals hope for the world yet.
Based on the real-life pluckiness
and dedication of high-school teacher
Erin Gruwell (Hilary Swank) and “The
Freedom Writers Diary,” the story winningly demonstrates Margaret Mead’s
optimistic thesis: “Never doubt that a
small group of thoughtful, committed
citizens can change the world. Indeed,
it is the only thing that ever has.”
In this example, the neophyte educator is aided and abetted by a ragtag
collection of socially disadvantaged
kids who’ve landed at the previously
A-list school in Long Beach, Calif.,
as a result of voluntary integration.
Not that the hardened toughs, some
of them gun-toting gang members,
set out to validate the theory.
To the contrary, they’ve no intention
of making history, or of beating the odds
and being the first in their respective
families to graduate high school, let
alone go on to college. Survival is job
one. Respect within the diverse phyla of
their street culture is a close second.
Ms. Gruwell? Heck, she’s just the
new teacher, obviously from a privileged background and apparently
without a clue concerning their
troubled world. Later for her.
But if you are lucky enough to have
ever known a Ms. Gruwell (mine was
Mr. Dave Stamelman), you’ll recognize the beautiful truth. She simply
doesn’t know she can’t reach these
youths…that the odds are just a light
year or two beyond impossible.
Jaded fellow teachers who despairingly espy a lost idealism in themselves thanks to Erin’s one-teacher
crusade quickly inform her of that.
The difference is, she’s the real deal.
Miss Swank, in another sensational
thespic stint, hammers that home.
Of course, the genre of the inspirational teacher is familiar. Goodbye
Mr. Chips (1939) did it with mortarboard in place.
In modern cinema history the progenitor is Blackboard Jungle (1955).
You’ll remember Mr. Dadier (Glenn
Ford), whom the inner-city hooligans
called Mr. Daddy-O, and certainly
Filmdom’s first rock ‘n’ roll score by
Bill Haley and the Comets. Sidney
Poitier starred as the subliminal leader,
the one with the obvious potential.
Mr. Poitier keeps the faith in 1967’s
To Sir With Love, this time as the
teacher in London’s East End. Stand
and Deliver told the story in 1988. In
1995’s Dangerous Minds, ex-marine
Louanne Johnson (Michelle Pfeiffer)
imparts her variation on educational
tough love with a soupcon of kung fu.
No decade is without representation.
The trappings and slang change. The
age-old, universal problem does not.
Freedom Writers takes up the beat
with a rap background. In a testament to
both LaGravenese and Swank’s talented
vision, the tale has never seemed fresher.
Watch Miss Swank’s young champion at dinner with her Dad (Scott
Glenn) when the former ‘60’s activistturned-middleclass finally endorses his
little girl dreaming the impossible

Library Plans Program
On Hansel and Gretel
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains Public Library, located at 1927
Bartle Avenue, will present an interactive introduction to the opera Hansel
and Gretel on Saturday, January 20,
at 10:30 a.m. in its Community Room.
This free program is produced and
presented by the Young Artist Program of the Little Opera Company of
New Jersey, a division of the New
Jersey Workshop for the Arts. Members of the ensemble will perform
selections from the full production.
The singers range in age from 10 to
18 and come from 16 municipalities
and four counties in New Jersey.
The library requests that an adult
accompany all children attending. For
more information or directions, please
call the library at (908) 322-5007.

Celeb. Singers Present
Changing of the Guard
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Celebration Singers of Cranford will present
The Changing of the Guard: A Madrigal Feast on January 26 and 27 at 8 p.m.
at Pantagis Renaissance, located at Park
and MountainAvenues in Scotch Plains.
The program includes a threecourse meal and a show set in merry
old England. Members of the Celebration Singers will sing, act and
engage the audience, as well as wait
tables in period costumes.
The play begins with a greeting by
the Jester, followed by the Royal Procession. During the meal, there are
three humorous “Changes of the
Guard.” Following dessert, the Jester
enters and again welcomes the audience to “Deep Manor.”
The drama that follows begins with
a “Pledge of the Audience” and further
involves the audience and performers
in saving Wanda, a damsel in distress,
from the villainous Sheriff of Notting.
Reservations must be made in advance by calling (908) 241-8200. No
tickets will be sold at the door since a
meal must be selected when the reservation is made. Tickets are $35 for
adults, $30 for seniors and $20 for
children.

dream. Those big eyes welling up with
pride spell nomination.
This subtext, along with the background details of Erin’s marriage at
risk to Scott (Patrick Dempsey), nicely
support the touching account. She
works two extra jobs to buy the supplies her school system won’t provide. The increasingly disenchanted
husband notes that he hadn’t signed
on for the magnificent obsession.
More vociferously unenthused is
Erin’s chief detractor. Imelda Staunton
is aces as English Department head
Margaret Campbell, the jealous faultfinder personified. We groan with her
every entrance. What barrel will she
next toss before our Erin’s knees?
No matter, the intrepid instructor
won’t be deterred. Two primary epiphanies pave her route. She involves her
charges, all well exacted by a solid
ensemble cast, by inducing them to
keep diaries. She’ll read the cathartic
tomes, but only if they wish. Most do.
Then there’s the true piece of gratifying, humanitarian genius. Gruwell
links the bigotry hobbling her kids
with the Holocaust. They read “The
Diary of Anne Frank,” visit a Holocaust museum and hear the horrors
firsthand from survivors.
An in-your-face to deniers, the baton pass it represents empowers the
kids and validates their membership
in the society of man. Enfranchised,
they have a mission. Never again. The
movie shifts into high gear. Only one
of its few flaws raises a question.
Granted, there’s a whole process to
Miss Gruwell’s victory in the classroom. No one thing did it. However,
something besides hard work and
caring certainly did.
But with no exact moment of watershed delineated or the magic divulged, we’re asked to make a trusting jump. Happily, the goodwill and
altruism so eloquently inscribed by
the “Freedom Writers” make it a leap
of faith worth taking.
****
Freedom Writers, rated PG-13, is a
Paramount Pictures release directed
by Richard LaGravenese and stars
Hilary Swank, April Lee Hernandez
and Imelda Staunton. Running time:
123 minutes

Guillotine Donates
To AIDS Foundation
WESTFIELD – The Guillotine
Salon and Spa, located in downtown
Westfield, will celebrate its 10-year
anniversary under current owner
Lynne Fitzpatrick. The success of the
salon has inspired them to give back
some of their fortune to those in need.
To facilitate this, the Guillotine has
partnered with Chad Hayduk at Three
Custom Color Specialists, which creates exclusive custom-blended cosmetics, to design a signature color
lipstick. The shade, “Guilla Girl,” is
“the perfect shade of universal red
that compliments all skin tones.”
The Guillotine will donate a portion of all proceeds raised from
“Guilla Girl” sales to St. Clare’s Home
for Children, an AIDS foundation.
On February 16, the Guillotine will
host a celebration and Chinese auction
from 6 to 8 p.m. and will donate all
proceeds from the event to St. Clare’s.
For more information, visit
guillotinesalonandspa.com, call (908)
654-8686 or visit the Guillotine at
108 Central Avenue in Westfield.
Visit aidsresource.org for more information about St. Clare’s Home for
Children.

Choral Art Society
Performs Elijah
WESTFIELD – The Choral Art Society of New Jersey, Inc., will perform
Mendelsohn’s Elijah on Saturday, January 20, at 8 p.m. at The Presbyterian
Church in Westfield, located on Mountain Avenue at East Broad Street.
Considered by many critics
Mendelssohn’s greatest work, Elijah
was written a few years before the
composer’s death in 1847 at the age of
38. Its first performance, with the composer himself conducting, was at the
1846 Birmingham Festival in England.
James Little, musical director of the
society, will conduct the evening’s performance. Mr. Little has been the director of the Choral Art Society of New
Jersey since the spring of 1999. Soloists
includeAndi Campbell, soprano; Luthian
Brackett, alto; Mark Bleeke, tenor, and
Dale Livingston, bass, as Elijah.
The Choral Art Society Orchestra
will accompany the chorus. Admission is $20, $15 for seniors and students at the door. Tickets are available at boogiestickets.com.
For information, call (908) 654-5737.

A CUT ABOVE...Rahway’s Sarah Palenik, a junior at Union Catholic High
School in Scotch Plains, grew her hair for two years and recently donated 10
inches to “Locks of Love.”

Morristown – Beethoven
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 20

pick them up, growing faster and more
intense before they started to diminish into hushed accents, new tones
and emerging harmonies.
Upper-string double stops moved
repetitively – it must have been absolutely exhausting work, but the musicians betrayed no sign of it, playing as
vigorously as they had at the start of
the 25-minute continuous piece. The
string players’performance of “Shaker
Loops,” written for string septet in
1978 and revised and rescored in 1983,
was a feat of stamina that required a
completely different type of musicianship than the Beethoven or
Tchaikovsky that surrounded it.
“There are three categories of listener when it comes to minimalist
music,” Manahan had told the audience before the piece. “The first will
get it right away, the second will
understand that it’s an acquired taste,
and the third,” he paused, “will be
completely irritated.”
There were, no doubt, some audience members who fell into the third
category – the gradually evolving
soundscapes of Adams’ work are not
easily accessible to all listeners – but
those not averse to music less defined
than that of the classical and romantic
eras enjoyed a very vigorous, concerted
effort from the NJSO string players.
Though the concert program was
not billed as a part of the NJSO’s
“Russian Romantics” winter series,
the romanticism certainly came to
life through the violin of the accomplished Jennifer Koh. Among her
worldwide appearances last year
alone, Koh performed in Geneva,
Amsterdam, Mexico City and at the
Supreme Court Recital Series in
Washington, D.C. Backed by the
NJSO, she offered the Morristown
audience an inspired performance of
Tchaikovsky’s Violin Concerto in D
Major, Op. 35, a hallmark concerto
for violin virtuosos, as the capstone
of the afternoon’s program.
She opened the concerto with a
lyrical solo line that the rest of the

UC Student Donates
Hair to ‘Locks of Love’
SCOTCH PLAINS – Sarah Palenik,
residing in Rahway and a junior at
Union Catholic (UC) High School in
Scotch Plains, made a decision two
years ago that she would grow out her
hair and donate 10 inches of her long
blonde locks to “Locks of Love,” an
organization that collects long lengths
of hair to make wigs and give them to
children in need of them.
Now that she has cut and donated her
own hair, Sarah is recruiting other students at UC to do the same. Current UC
parent, Patti Kilkenny, donated her time
and talent as a hairdresser for Sarah’s
project. Mrs. Kilkenny is employed at
the Nicole Michelle Hair Spa in
Cranford, which provided the space for
the haircut and also packaged the hair
to be sent to “Locks of Love.”

strings and then whole orchestra answered. Koh delivered her solo melodies with an aching passion, the mark
of a musician who somehow acutely
knows exactly what the composer
felt and how to let those emotions
flow through her.
If the Beethoven spoke for itself,
Koh spoke for Tchaikovsky. She was
a tremendous presence, eyes closed –
even on the most challenging of shifts,
double stops and string crossings –
and head shaking furiously at times.
She looked exhilarated; the music
moved through her whole body.
Her performance was so incredibly
powerful that nearly everyone in the
audience broke the tacit no-clappingbetween-movements rule (and these
audience members clearly knew and
abided by that rule, as their decorum
during the Beethoven’s movement
breaks proved). It was hard to blame
them.
The standing ovation is a device in
danger of losing its meaning. Intended
to acknowledge an overwhelming
success, among some audiences it is
commonplace, even expected.
Refreshingly, the NJSO’s audiences
have never been on ovation autopilot;
their reserve about standing automatically allows them to really honor the
truly extraordinary performances. So,
when the audience jumped to its feet
to properly acknowledge Koh’s rousing triumph, it was a gesture well
earned and fittingly special.
* * * *
The next concert in the NJSO’s season-long Beethoven concert series will
feature the Seventh Symphony, along
with works by Elgar and Bryars. Concerts are on Friday, February 23, and
Sunday, February 25, at the New Jersey Performing Arts Center in Newark
and on Saturday, February 24, at the
War Memorial in Trenton. Visit
njsymphony.org for more information.

Dr. Schrager to Speak
About Autobiography
AREA – Dr. Gloria Schrager of
Westfield will discuss her autobiography, “Medicine, Matzoh Balls and
Motherhood: The Complex Life of a
Woman Doctor,” on Sunday, January
21, at 9:45 a.m. at Temple Beth O’r/
Beth Torah, located at 111 Valley
Road in Clark.
Dr. Schrager, former director of
Pediatrics at Overlook Hospital in
Summit, has written of the difficulties in becoming a doctor at a time
when women physicians were rare
and subject to harassment and discrimination. She retired from Overlook in 1989 and currently is Clinical
Professor of Pediatrics at Columbia
University College of Physicians and
Surgeons.
Dr. Schrager will sign copies of her
book. The public is invited to attend
at no charge. A light breakfast will be
served. To respond, please call the
temple office at (732) 381-8403.

SPFHS Theatre Presents
Once Upon a Mattress
SCOTCH PLAINS – Rehearsals
are underway for the Friday, March
16, opening of Once Upon a Mattress. The musical comedy is a humorous retelling of the fairy tale “The
Princess and the Pea.”
In the musical, written in the late
1950s, comic complications ensue
from the fact that, by edict, no one in
the kingdom is allowed to marry until
Prince Dauntless the Drab finds a
bride for himself.
These prospects are discouraging,
as his overbearing mother, Queen
Aggravian, does her best to prevent
this. Fortunately, Princess Winnifred
the Woebegone, a strong and optimistic character, rises to the occasion, and after passing the “impos-
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sible” sensitivity test, order and happiness are restored to the kingdom.
Leading the cast will be seniors
Ally Rome as Princess Winnifred,
Kristen Barry as Lady Larkin, Martine
Baruch as Prince Dauntless and juniors Liz Minski as Queen Aggravain
and Justin Berger as Sir Harry.
Tickets will be available for purchase beginning February 1. They can
be ordered via spfk12.org/
musicboosters (preferred method) or
at the high school. Ticket pickup is on
Mondays and Wednesdays from 7 to 8
p.m. beginning Monday February 5.
Performances are March 16, 17, 18,
and 22, 23 and 24. All performances
will be at 8 p.m., except for Sunday,
March 18, which will be held at 3 p.m.

SCOTCH PLAINS – Boston writer
Rachel Kadish, the author of numerous pieces of short fiction, essays,
and two novels, recently visited the Jewish Community Center of Central New Jersey (JCC) to discuss
her most recent book,
“Tolstoy Lied: A Love
Story.”
Ms. Kadish’s appearance is part of the
JCC’s Jewish Book
Festival of Speakers
and Events, a series
of presentations by
authors whose works
are centered on Jewish themes.
The title of Ms.
Kadish’s new book
comes from a line in
the beginning of Tolstoy’s “Anna
Karenina,” in which he refers to happy
and unhappy families. In her book,
Ms. Kadish’s protagonist, English
professor Tracy Farber, takes issue
with Tolstoy’s point of view and sets
out to define happiness on her own
terms, and against a backdrop of
academia.
The 2005 Koret Writer in Residence
at Stanford University, Ms. Kadish
has also been a National Endowment
for the Arts fellow, and a Massachusetts Cultural Council fellow.
Ms. Kadish holds a bachelor’s degree from Princeton University and a
master of arts degree in creative writing from Harvard University.

Her first novel, “In a Sealed Room,”
the fictional story of three women
shortly after the Gulf War, was called
“an intense and ambitious story” in a
New York Times Book Review.
Other writings by
Ms. Kadish have appeared in the anthologies, “Who We Are:
On Being (And Not
Being) a Jewish
Writer in America;”
“Lost Tribe: New
Jewish Fiction from
the Edge;” and “The
Modern Jewish Girl’s
Guide to Guilt.”
In addition to writing, Ms. Kadish has
taught fiction and
creative nonfiction at
Harvard University
Summer School,
Boston College, and
Lesley University’s
Master of Fine Arts program.
The author is currently working on
an anthology of her own short stories,
as well as a nonfiction book about
Holocaust reparations.
The next authors to appear at the
JCC’s Jewish Book Festival of Speakers and Events are Barbara Wasser
and Risé Routenberg, who will speak
about their cookbook, “Divine Kosher Cuisine” tonight, January 18, at
7 p.m.
For more information on this presentation, contact Susan Lemerman,
JCC’s director of Cultural Arts &
Education, by phone at (908) 8898800
or
e-mail
at
slemerman@jccnj.org

Plainfield Symphony Names
WF’s James Chu Finalist
WESTFIELD – The Plainfield Symphony has announced its six New Jersey finalists for their Young Performer
Competition to be held on Sunday,
January 21, at 4 p.m. at the Crescent
Avenue Presbyterian Church, located
at 716 Watchung Avenue and East 7th
Street in Plainfield.
The finalists range in age from 15
to 18 and will perform one movement
from a concerto of their choice. The
winner of this competition will perform with the Plainfield Symphony
on April 15.
The finalists include James Chu of
Westfield (Mozart – Clarinet Con-

certo).
James began his musical studies on
the piano at age 5 at the New Jersey
Workshop for the Arts. During the
fifth grade he began studying clarinet
under Janet Lyman.
At the end of eighth grade he continued his studies with Andrew Lamy.
Since then, he has been accepted into
the All-State Orchestra and the New
York Youth Symphony Orchestra.
James is currently a sophomore at
Westfield High School.
Tickets may be purchased at the
door: adults are $25, seniors/students
are $15 and children under 12 are free.

Coffee With Conscience
Presents Amer. Songwriters
WESTFIELD – The Coffee With
Conscience Concert Series continues
its seventh season by presenting
Roots/Americana singer/songwriters,
Jonathan Byrd and Karen Mal, in
concert at the First United Methodist
Church of Westfield, located at 1 East
Broad Street (corner of North Avenue) on Saturday, January 20
Doors will open at 7:30 p.m., and
the concert begins at 8. Admission is
$15. All net proceeds from this
evening’s concert will be donated to
the Eric Johnson House in Morristown.
Mr. Byrd is a native of Chapel Hill,
N.C. He grew up singing in the Southern Baptist church, where his father
preached and his mother played pi-

ano. After four years in the Navy, he
returned to Chapel Hill to play in rock
bands.
Ms. Mal, both a solo artist and sideman
for others on mandolin, guitar, and harmony vocals, has won numerous
songwriting awards and has opened for
and/or appeared onstage with performers such as Tom Paxton, Slaid Cleaves,
Tom Prasada-Rao, Gail Davies, Buddy
Mondlock and Tom Kimmel.
For more info about Mr. Byrd, visit:
jonathanbyrd.com. For more information about Ms. Mal, visit karenmal.com.
For more information, call (908)
412-9105
or
e-mail
concerts4causes@aol.com. Volunteers are always appreciated.

HighWire Executive
Coaching
…always focused, balanced, and moving forward…
Jump start your career this year with HighWire’s Executive
Coaching Services. The HighWire Advantage…
•Confidential, flexible, workable solutions using International
Coach Federation (ICF) approved methods,
•Seasoned perspective helps identify obstacles limiting success,
•Strategically aligned, customized engagements,
•Cost-effective executive coaching to support
personal and business results,
•Convenient location, now taking clients in Westfield,
as well as by phone,
• Experienced, Ph.D. Organizational Psychologist
and NYU trained Executive Coach.
Free initial consultation using HighWire’s Strategic Alignment and
Resources Template (START©) to understand your situation,
needs, and goals.
908.591.1967

The teachers at the

CAROLYN KLINGER-KUETER
MUSIC STUDIO
Wish their students a
Very Happy New Year, and congratulate
them for producing Holiday CD’s.

424 St. Marks Avenue, Westfield
Website: www.carolynmusic.com
Tel: 908-233-9094

info@highwirecoaching.com
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Three Musical Worlds Intersect
At Morristown Comm. Theater
By VICTORIA McCABE

Lorenz’s Sculpture Shows
‘Counter Balance’ of Design
finishes. Some pieces are glazed, others are stained and still others remain
their natural clay color.
Ms. Lorenz holds a Master of Fine
Arts degree from Vermont College of
Norwich University. She has taught
beginning and advanced sculpture and
ceramic sculpture at William Paterson University in Wayne.
In addition to several solo and group
exhibits in New Jersey, Ms. Lorenz’s
work has been exhibited in New York
City, Corning, Long Island and Denver.
In 2005, Ms. Lorenz received a
State Sculpture Commission for the
N.J. Environmental Center Headquarters at DeKorte Park in Lyndhurst.
To see photos of Ms. Lorenz’s
sculpture, visit elainelorenzart.com.
The next exhibit at Tomasulo Gallery is a solo show of figurative oil
paintings by Jen Mazza, which will
run from now until February 15.
Tomasulo Gallery is located on the
first floor of the Kenneth Campbell
MacKay Library on the Union County
College Cranford Campus. For exhibit hours, call (908) 709-7155.

sensuous joy and a connection with
the earth and renewed life.”
One sculpture entitled “Ben’s

By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

AREA – The mystery of sculpture,
like any other art form, lies in its
interpretation.
“Counter Balance,” a stoneware
clay sculpture exhibit by Elaine
Lorenz recently held at Union County
College’s Tomasulo Gallery, was as
intriguing in its design, as it was
challenging in its interpretation.
Most of Ms. Lorenz’s sculpted objects resembled torsos frozen in one
position or another. Lifelike in size, it’s
not hard to imagine that they do, indeed, represent parts of the human body.
Ms. Lorenz’s work, however, challenges the viewer to look beyond the
obvious into a deeper interpretation.
For example, at first glance, “Secrets,” a 23-inch high sculpture, appears to be three upper leg–lower
back forms in close arrangement.
But the work’s title, as well as its
form, suggests there is something hidden in the juxtaposition.
“The sculptures shown in this exhibition express my interest in nature’s
generative forces, rather than her destructive side,” Ms. Lorenz said.
“These pieces are an expression of

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Ben’s Legacy

Legacy,” is Ms. Lorenz’s tribute to her
father’s influence on her work. It consists of an abstract human form from
which emerges a piece of driftwood.
All of the sculptures in “Counter
Balance” are created from stoneware
clay fired to more than 2000 degrees.
The sculptures represent a variety of

See it all on the web in color . . .

www.goleader.com

PricesTown
effective:
1/10 thru
1/23
NOW in WESTFIELD! ShopRite Wines & Spirits Marketplace 333 South Ave. East (Formerly
& Country
Liquors)
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Alamos
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Southern Comfort
Gozio
Amaretto
Romana Sambuca

into the lively minuet melody.
In the Eighth’s final movement, there
are so many wonderfully exuberant
things going on in each section that,
seeing the work performed live, it was
hard to know where to look. Guest
conductor George Manahan really
gave himself to the music, throwing
his whole body into accented beats,
opening his arms wide while letting
lyrical passages soar up and through
the theater. The musicians, in turn,
released unbridled energy all the way
through the movement’s closing coda
– a triumphant series of ending-cadence chords strung together in true
Beethovenean celebration.
Principal bassoonist and occasional
NJSO emcee Robert Wagner addressed
the audience during the “major stage

1.5L

•GENERICS
•VARIETALS

750
ML

Jennifer Koh

66

Carlo Rossi

1099

• SAUVIGNON
BLANC
• PINOT NOIR

10

AREA – At the Morristown Community Theater two weekends ago, the New
Jersey Symphony Orchestra presented
an intersection of three distinct musical
worlds – the classicism of Beethoven,
the minimalism of John Adams and the
Russian romanticism of Tchaikovsky.
Audience members witnessed not only
three excellent and vastly different musical works but also some stunning displays of musicianship from both a worldclass violin soloist and the NJSO’s own
string players.
Beethoven wrote the Eighth Symphony, a lighthearted, cheerful work
and a personal favorite of the composer, in 1812 and premiered it in 1814
shortly after his Seventh Symphony.
The Eighth would live in the shadow
of the Seventh both in 1814 and in
posterity, a fact that Beethoven lamented. When asked why audiences
preferred the Seventh to the Eighth,
the composer reportedly said, “because [the Eighth] is so much better!”
The NJSO played Beethoven’s
cherished work competently in its
fourth performance of the piece in as
many days; the first movement’s violin passages felt a bit laborious at
first, but a lovely cello tone quality
over a fluid passage and a staccato
viola anchor seemed to spark the
musicians and inject the livelihood
Beethoven wanted into the piece.
The orchestra nailed the intense
buildups; tremolos gave the piece momentum and a wild energy. Sustained
wind chords held together the
movement’s development section as
the strings bounced around, fueled by
nice dynamic swells.
The real surprise of the Eighth comes
right after the first movement’s soft
ending. Instead of a traditional slow
movement, Beethoven writes a short
Allegretto Scherzando meant to emulate a metronome, a then-brand-new
invention. A staccato pulse drives the
piece – violins and strings lay out a

light melody over the continuous beat.
A lush wind melody echoed by the
strings resonated particularly well.
Languid melodies interject the
stately flow of the third movement
minuetto when a horn interlude enters over staccato cello arpeggios.
The cellos were a bit muddled at first,
but they settled in as beat keepers
before the whole orchestra entered in
around them and transitioned back

17

99

ALL STORES OPEN SUN.
MOST STORES ACCEPT:
®

Debit
Card

The Choral Art Society of New Jersey, Inc., will perform Mendelsohn’s Elijah.

change on a minor stage” (cue the
cymbal for the music nerd pun). “I was
going to talk about Beethoven,” he
said, “but Beethoven says it all.”
Wagner introduced Manahan, the
music director of the New York City
Opera and a former acting director of
the NJSO, before the orchestra’s
strings performed contemporary composer John Adams’ “Shaker Loops.”
The maestro discussed the minimalist
movement to which Adams has contributed. The school of thought developed as a reaction to the complexity of the 12-tone music of the 1950s,
and Manahan several times drew
laughs from the audience during his
explanation of the genre – “stretching
minimal material over a maximum
amount of time,” he smiled – before
offering a more reflective take on it.
“It’s like looking at shapes of
clouds,” he said. “They don’t look
like they’re moving, but if you close
your eyes for 10 seconds, they have.”
“Shaker Loops,” scored for chamber string orchestra, opened like an
undefined flurry of sound – the second violins and violas traded heavy
accents back and forth, heightening
the feeling of being lost within the
music with the erratic-sounding placement of the accents. The piece was
immediately demanding; the musicians needed complete concentration
to keep from losing their place in the
swirling soundscape, and they did so
without bogging down the music.
Suddenly, all the sections lined up
rhythmically and then began to spiral
outwards, creating a torrent of activity that suddenly disappeared.
In the second movement’s wash of
sounds, bits of high harmonies punctuated the tonal fabric and then, after a
breath, the strings sustained a soft,
lush harmony without any vibrato effects, creating a sound beautiful and
soothing in its simplicity. Occasional
deeper tones, especially from the violas, would ground the sound, but for
the most part it soared ethereally.
A magnificent cello solo in the
instrument’s high register glided over
the string drone to usher in the third
phase of the work, “Loops and
Verses,” and the strings slowly reintroduced a pulse. The moment belonged to the cello section – the second-chair cellist harmonized with her
stand partner before the whole section came back in. As the violas took
over the melody, the basses joined the
cellos in a thunderous outburst.
The second and first violins started
hitting intense accented notes to draw
the work into its fourth and final
segment, “A Final Shaking,” and the
whole chamber orchestra began to
CONTINUED ON PAGE 19

