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SURF’S UP…Highland Swim Club members stand at the construction site of their
improvements underway in Scotch Plains. Pictured, from left to right, are: Paul
Kolterjahn, Chris Zucosky, John Foley, Steve Giacona, Pat Hogan and Steve Skaar.

Highland Swim Club Breaks
Ground on New Facility

SCOTCH PLAINS – The High-
land Swim Club began construction
of a new multipurpose building as
part of a major renovation of the pool,
facilities and grounds, scheduled for
completion by Memorial Day.

The renovation, which began last
fall, includes construction of a new
club entrance and bathhouse with a
full-service concession, first-aid area,
and offices for the lifeguards and pool
manager. The renovation project will
also incorporate a complete resurfac-
ing of the baby pool, a new filtration
for the main pool as well as new
coping finishing. Final touches will
include new decking throughout the
pool area and redesigned landscap-
ing of the club grounds.

“The renovation will completely
transform the swim club with modern
facilities that cater to families and
individual members,” John Foley,
president, Highland Swim Club Board

of Governors said. “One of our goals
in accomplishing this project was to
use local contractors who understood
our objectives. A. Pigna and Sons and
Triangle Contracting are leading the
build-out with masonry services and
project coordination.”

Highland offers members adult lap
lanes, a bathhouse, diving boards,
gated baby pool, shaded picnic
grounds, grills, basketball courts and
a playground. In addition, members
can take advantage of free swim les-
sons for children, a competitive youth
swim team, private swim lessons and
a variety of social activities through-
out the summer.

Established in 1953, Highland
Swim Club is located at 1235 Martine
Avenue in Scotch Plains. For more
information, call (908) 889-4804 or
e-mail to Hscpool@aol.com. The
club’s website is members.aol.com/
hscpool/highland.htm.

Anti-Obesity Legislation
 Passes State Legislature

TRENTON – Legislation spon-
sored by Assemblywoman Linda
Stender (LD-22, Fanwood) to help
children practice healthier eating
habits by requiring improvements in
the nutritional content of foods avail-
able on school property has passed
the State Assembly.

“Our schools are places where
young people learn to care for both
their bodies and their minds,” Ms.
Stender said. “Selling junk food in
hallways and cafeterias undercuts
valuable lessons about health and
nutrition taught in the classroom. This
bill will help children develop stron-
ger habits and make healthier
choices.”

The new rules would prohibit
schools from selling or serving all
forms of candy during school hours,
as well as all other foods or beverages
that list sugar as a first ingredient.

The measure would require schools
to reduce trans fats, total fats and
sugar in foods, beverages and snacks
in cafeterias, à la carte lines, vending
machines, snack bars, school stores,
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Espinosa Lawsuit
“At no time during this meeting did

Lapolla guarantee Espinosa another
position with the county,” legal docu-
ments state. After the meeting, Mr.
Lapolla called one of the department
directors to ask why Mr. Espinosa
was still on the county payroll.

In August 2000, the county was
still paying Mr. Espinosa, at which
point the county sent a letter telling
him to return to his position at the jail
or resign. However, Mr. Espinosa re-
fused to do either and was placed on
leave without pay but continued to
receive health insurance.

Kathy Hatfield of Schenck, Price
Smith & King LLP of Morristown,
said Mr. Espinosa opted not to take
the Atlanta job. He had found part-
time and later full-time work with
Parmalat, a dairy product company,
in 1997 but wanted to remain in Union
County in order to stay active in the
state’s pension system. Ms. Hatfield
said Mr. Espinosa was still on the
county payroll and receiving benefits
while he worked for Parmalat.

According to court documents, Mr.
Espinosa sought another position
outside of corrections by letter to the
county but claimed he never received
a response. A disciplinary hearing
officer determined that Mr. Espinosa
“had abandoned his job,” at which
point the county terminated him and
stopped paying benefits. On August
2, 2001, Mr. Espinosa filed a lawsuit

in United States District Court against
the county for violation of his “proce-
dural due process rights” and for “re-
taliation of the First Amendment.”

“We find Espinosa failed to establish
a causal link between his expressive
conduct and his termination…If what
Espinosa claims was true then it fol-
lows that the county would have termi-
nated him on August 14, 2000 even if he
would have returned to jail. During his
deposition, however, Espinosa admit-
ted that he would not have been termi-
nated had he returned to the jail and
started working on August 14, 2000,”
the court said in its ruling.

The court states that Mr. Espinosa
knew he would come off the payroll
at the conclusion of the trials “be-
cause he was no longer performing
any services for the county.”

“We do not see how Espinosa can
now claim the county’s following
through on his intention was in retali-
ation for his testimony,” the court
stated. They noted that he was paid 27
months back pay after the trials ended
and health insurance for 33 months
by the county. They later said Mr.
Espinosa “received over $100,000
from the county while working at
another job on a full-time basis.”

The court found that his procedural
due process rights were not violated
because of the five-month delay.

“We are very pleased that the cir-
cuit court agreed with the district
court to dismiss this complaint,” Ms.
Hatfield said. “It has been a long
road.”

Mr. Espinosa has since moved to
Florida, where he is employed in law
enforcement “at a lower paying job”
than what he made in Union County,
Mr. McCreedy said.

Legal fees for the county as of the
end of 2006 totaled $282,500 for
Schenck, Price, Smith & King LLP of
Morristown and McElroy, Deutsch,
Mulvaney & Carpenter of Morristown.

expect a growth bubble based on the
students presently enrolled in elemen-
tary school. Despite a tapering off in
enrollment by 2012, the bubble indi-
cates the school system would need
more space to accommodate its middle
and high school students, he said.

Both Fanwood Councilwoman
Donna Dolce, a former BOE mem-
ber, and former BOE member Al Rees,
a Scotch Plains resident, spoke dur-
ing the public comments period. Both
encouraged board members to trust
the statistical report from Mr. Grip.

Mrs. Dolce said, “The housing units
will not be occupied within the five-
year periods (covered by the study).
She also said that “Fanwood’s popu-
lation is getting older,” and she thought
the borough might attract retirees.

Mr. Rees said he thought Mr. Grip
“did a good job.” He also told the
board that he wanted to help them put
the study in historical perspective.
He said when he was a board member
during a period when the board was
closing schools, “we couldn’t believe
the population was going up.”

In other business, members ap-
proved a new contract with the Team-
sters Union and discussed the first
draft of the 2007-2008 school calen-

dar. The new contract covers the
school district’s custodial staff.

Regarding the draft calendar, Mr.
Whitehouse asked Superintendent of
Schools Margaret Hayes if it would
be feasible to close school for the
entire Thanksgiving week. He won-
dered if it was worth it to open the
buildings, run the heat and turn on
lights given the “sharp drop” in atten-
dance during that week.

Mr. Nowlin, referencing summer
heat, asked the administration to con-
sider ending school sooner. The draft
calendar ends the 2007-2008 school
year on June 24.

Mr. Russo said as he looked at the
calendar, he realized that the dates
would not affect him. He anticipated
seeing his last two children graduate
from SP-F Schools in May and said
he would not run for re-election to the
board.

 The BOE seats of Mr. Russo and Mr.
Nowlin, both representing Scotch
Plains, and Rob O’Connor of Fanwood
are up for election this year. Mr. Russo
said citizens interested in running for a
seat on the board could visit the SP-F
schools website for more information.
Candidates’ nominating petitions are
due by 4 p.m. on Monday, February 26.
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SP-F Board of Education

to school. “How far can they (stu-
dents) go” to find a practical place to
park?, Ms. Meyer asked.

During a November meeting with
the township council about the park-
ing problem, Sergeant Ernesto
Hernandez said he hoped the new
restrictions would lead to “the board
of education getting the message that
they have to do something” to pro-
vide more on-site parking for stu-
dents.

Ms. Meyer said township officials
have not communicated their pro-
posed parking restrictions to the
school district. “They have the whole
umbrella of shared services, which
you think would be a good forum to
discuss these things.”

The new ordinance would likely
include restrictions similar to what
are presently in effect on Carol Place
and Monica Place, where parking is
prohibited between 8 a.m. to 2 p.m.
on school days, except for residents
living on those two streets, officials
said. Enforcement of that ordinance,
which was enacted in 2003, includes
the issuance of parking permits to
residents for use by them and their
guests.

Some have expressed frustration
that the BOE has yet to take action to
increase student-parking options at
the high school on Westfield Road.
Township Manager Thomas Atkins
noted during the November meeting
that the board had hired a consultant
to examine parking options, but noth-
ing had come of it.

There are reportedly plans to add a
handful of on-site parking spaces at
the high school, but not enough to
reduce the number of student cars
parking on adjacent streets, officials
said. Three years ago, the township
council had multiple public discus-
sions about the parking situation, and
Mayor Martin Marks said at the time,
the solution “lies with the board of
education.”

Ms. Meyer said BOE plans call for
an addition of 30 spaces at the high
school. Also, she said spaces for staff
and parents have been added at Ever-
green and Brunner Elementary
Schools.

Superintendent of Schools Mar-
garet Hayes said, “We are looking to
work collaboratively with the town-
ship on this issue” to resolve the

high school parking problem. “Each
year, we try to add parking spaces
ourselves” to alleviate parking prob-
lems. “We are surveying our own
students” on parking needs and will
soon be reporting on its findings, she
said.

“We are respectful and mindful of
the concerns of the residents and hope-
ful we can find a solution that meets
everyone’s needs,” she said.

Township officials said that ex-
cessive parking on neighboring
streets has led to unsafe conditions
for drivers traveling those streets,
where cars are often parked on both
sides, as well as for children walking
to school. Residents have com-
plained that their driveways have
been blocked and that visitors to
their homes have had nowhere to
park during school hours.

Officials said that during the fall,
when residents pile leaves in the street
for pickup, and during the winter,
when plowed snow piles up, students
park their cars further into the center
of the streets, making conditions even
more dangerous.

“Hopefully, the draft ordinance will
prompt some conversations” between
township and school officials,” Ms.
Meyer said.

The council plans to introduce the
new parking ordinance at its Tuesday,
January 30, meeting, with a public
hearing to be held on Tuesday, Febru-
ary 13.

Paul J. Peyton contributed to this
article.

Erratum
Editor’s Note: In the Front-page

article of January 11, regarding
Christmas Tree Disposal Schedules
for Westfield and Scotch Plains, the
Westfield Conservation Center was
incorrectly stated to be on Rahway
Avenue. The Westfield Conserva-
tion Center is on Lamberts Mill
Road. We regret the error and apolo-
gize for any inconvenience it may
have caused.

POLICE BLOTTERWestfield Police Investigate
Series of Vehicle Burglaries

Scotch Plains
Friday, January 12, Benjamin

Lopez, 54, of Newark was stopped for
a motor vehicle violation and later
arrested and charged with driving with-
out a license.

Saturday, January 13, Chantal
Mueller, 21, of Fanwood was killed in
a motor vehicle accident on Route 22 at
12:41 a.m. According to police, wit-
nesses observed the vehicle traveling at
a high rate of speed prior to striking the
right curb of the roadway. The vehicle
then stuck a concrete island located at
the intersection of Mountain Avenue
and Sheffield Street, police said. The
vehicle was then seen severing a utility
pole, continuing on to strike several
small trees before coming to rest in
water-retention basin, police said. (See
related story on page 1.)

Sunday, January 14, Mohammed B.
Bouaichi, 33, was arrested following a
motor vehicle stop for obstruction of
justice and was subsequently charged
with driving while intoxicated.

Fanwood
Tuesday, January 10, a Scotch Plains

juvenile was arrested and charged with
truancy after leaving school without
permission. He was turned over to the
authorities at Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School.

Wednesday, January 11, Oscar R.
Segal, 31, of New York City was ar-
rested and charged with an outstanding
warrant out of Jersey City following a
motor vehicle stop on Midway Avenue.

Wednesday, January 11, Derrick L.
Muldrow, 34, of Belmeade was ar-
rested and charged with an outstanding
Woolrich warrant after a field investi-
gation.

Thursday, January 11, Howard K.
Bell, 42, of Somerset was arrested and
charged with numerous outstanding
Franklin Township warrants after a
motor vehicle stop on Martine Avenue.

Friday, January 12, Gregory S. Wil-
liams, 21, of Fanwood was arrested
and charged with obstruction of justice
and possession of a controlled danger-
ous substance (CDS) after a motor ve-
hicle stop on Second Street.

Friday, January 12, a resident of Luis
Place reported being the victim of bur-
glary. While police were gathering in-
formation of a possible suspect, a broad-
cast from the Union Police Department
revealed that officers were in pursuit of
a stolen vehicle, police said.

According to police, the stolen ve-
hicle was apprehended after a confron-
tation with the driver of the vehicle. It
was revealed the driver was wanted for
questioning in connection to the Luis
Place burglary. A subsequent search of
the vehicle determined the suspect to
be in possession of items taken from
the Fanwood victim.

Frederick J. McBrinn, 27, of Jersey
City was arrested and charged with
burglary, theft and aggravated assault
against two police officers. He was
transported to the Union County jail,
where he is being held on $200,000
bail, police said.

Friday, January 12, a resident of the
100 block of Herbert Avenue reported
that someone threw eggs at the house
and the victim’s vehicle.

Saturday, January 13, James Ball,
35, of Westfield was arrested and
charged with an outstanding
Boundbrook warrant after a motor ve-
hicle stop on Hetfield Avenue.

Saturday, January 13, Jason A. Ander-
son, 25, of Old Bridge was arrested and
charged with outstanding warrants out
of Harrison and Carteret after a motor
vehicle stop on Pleasant Avenue.

Sunday, January 14, Lee C. Tyler,
23, of Morristown was arrested after a
motor vehicle stop for an outstanding
Hampton warrant. A subsequent search
revealed he was in possession of a
CDS, which he was also charged with,
police said.

Sunday, January 14, Luis O. Castillo,
Jr. 43, of Plainfield was arrested on a
Union County Sheriff’s Department
no-bail warrant after a motor vehicle
stop on Midway Avenue. He was turned
over to the Union County Sheriff’s
Department, police said.

Sunday, January 14,Ted Philippe, 30,
of Linden was arrested on an outstand-
ing Linden warrant after a motor ve-
hicle stop on LaGrande Avenue.

Sunday, January 14, James T.
O’Brien, 3rd, 42, of Fanwood was ar-
rested on an outstanding Union County
Sheriff’s Department no-bail warrant
after a motor vehicle stop on South
Avenue. He was turned over to the
Union County Sheriff’s Department,
police said.

Monday, January 15, a resident of
Tillotson Road reported that someone
attempted to gain entry to their home
by cutting the screen of the victim’s
back door, police said. According to
police, entry was not gained.

Westfield
Sunday, January 7, Andrew L. Garri-

son, 21, of Westfield was arrested on
the 1200 block of West South Avenue
and summonsed for DWI. He later was
released to a responsible individual.

Monday, January 8, a Boynton Av-
enue resident reported the theft of $10
in coins from her apartment. There was
no sign of forced entry and nothing else
reported missing; however, some per-
sonal bank papers had been tampered
with.

Wednesday, January 10, Johanna
Henao, 21, of Rahway was arrested on
two outstanding traffic warrants during
a motor vehicle stop at Central Avenue
and Wyoming Street. One of the war-
rants, from Linden, was for $389 while
the other, from Piscataway, was for
$240. Henao posted bail and was re-
leased.

Wednesday, January 10, Otis Will-
iams, 66, and Karen West, 40, both of
Elizabeth, were arrested during a motor
vehicle stop in the 500 block of Westfield
Avenue. Williams was held on $280 bail
on a traffic warrant from Elizabeth while
West was held on two Elizabeth traffic
warrants totaling $1,160.

West additionally was charged by

Westfield authorities with hindering
apprehension for allegedly providing
police with a false name and date of
birth and given bail of $500. Both
West and Williams were committed to
the Union County jail on default of
bail.

Thursday, January 11, Stanley Paul,
19, of Roselle was arrested during a
motor vehicle stop at South and Cen-
tral Avenues and charged with posses-
sion of less than 50 grams of mari-
juana. He was released with a sum-
mons.

Thursday, January 11, Randall Wiley,
44, of Plainfield was arrested at the
Somerset County jail on outstanding
traffic warrants from Westfield, for
$430; Tinton Falls, for $171, and Egg
Harbor, for $286, as well as a criminal
warrant from Bloomfield for $500.
Wiley was committed on default of bail
to the Union County jail.

Friday, January 12, Albert Cheng,
20, of Belle Mead was arrested along
with two juveniles during a motor ve-
hicle stop in a municipal lot behind
businesses along East Broad Street. All
were charged with possession of less
than 50 grams of marijuana. The juve-
niles, a female from Fords and a male
from Plainfield, were released to their
parents. Cheng was released with a
summons.

Friday, January 12, Darren J. Stewart,
47, of Plainfield was arrested on the
600 block of West North Avenue pur-
suant to a no-bail civil contempt war-
rant issued by the State Superior in
Union County.

Stewart was a passenger in a motor
vehicle that was stopped for several
motor vehicle violations. He also was
placed under arrest pursuant to con-
tempt of court traffic warrants issued
by the municipal courts of Union and
Springfield townships in the amounts
of $300 and $184, respectively. Stewart
was held pending release to the Union
County Sheriff’s Office.

Friday, January 12, a resident of the
900 block of Prospect Street reported
that his motor vehicle was damaged
through an apparent act of criminal
mischief while parked in the driveway
of his home. The damage consisted of
various dents and scratches plus a
cracked windshield.

Friday, January 12, Christopher
Kellett, 24, of Clifton was arrested at
Prospect and Charles Streets and
charged with possession of less than 50
grams of marijuana. He was released
with a summons.

Friday, January 12, Kenneth Boger,
23, and John Harrington, 24, both of
Westfield, were arrested at North Av-
enue and Birch Place and charged with
possession of less than 50 grams of
marijuana. Boger also was arrested on
an outstanding traffic warrant from
Clark and was released after posting
the $165 bail. Both men were released
on their own recognizance on the
Westfield charge.

Saturday, January 13, Robert Neglio,
21, of Iselin was arrested on the 600
block of South Avenue on an outstand-
ing Metuchen traffic warrant. He was
released after posting $750 bail.

Saturday, January 13, Drew Miller,
21, of Scotch Plains was arrested dur-
ing a motor vehicle stop on the 100
block of Elm Street and charged with
unlawful possession of a weapon, de-
scribed by police as a butterfly knife.
He was released on his own recogni-
zance with a summons.

Saturday, January 13, Anthony D.
Thompson, 23, of Elizabeth was ar-
rested at the Woodbridge Police De-
partment on two warrants – a traffic
warrant and a criminal warrant – issued
by the Westfield municipal court. He
was processed at Westfield police head-
quarters and held on a total of $325
bail. Thompson was transported to the
Union County jail in lieu of bail.

Saturday, January 13, Melissa
Mackaravitz, 28, of Union was arrested
at the south side Westfield train station
on a Long Branch criminal warrant.
She was released after posting $800
bail.

Saturday, January 13, Caitlin
Bludgos, 18, of Westfield was arrested
and charged with underage possession
of alcohol following a motor vehicle
stop at a Mountain Avenue house of
worship.

Three male juveniles from Westfield
also were taken into custody on the
same charge and later released to their
parents. Bludgos was released on her
own recognizance with summonses to
a responsible individual pending a Janu-
ary 18 court date.

Saturday, January 13, Thomas C.
Mone, 38, and Wilbert A. Uettwiller,
44, both of Lindenhurst, N.Y., were
arrested and charged with theft by de-
ception for allegedly attempting to per-
petrate a chimney repair scam at a
residence on Boulevard.

Mone also was arrested on traffic
warrants from Westwood, for $425;
Irvington, for $200 and Teaneck, for
$120, and posted bail on all three. He
and Uettwiller were released after post-
ing $500 bail each on the Westfield
charge.

Sunday, January 14, Kemelacha
Carter, 31, of Somerset was arrested
following a motor vehicle stop at South
Avenue and Sussex Street on two out-
standing traffic warrants, one from New
Brunswick for $117 and one from
Roselle for $325. She posted bail on
both and was released.

Sunday, January 14, James Korn, 25,
of Westfield was arrested and sum-
monsed for DWI and refusal to submit
to an Alcotest following a motor ve-
hicle stop at the Route 28 plaza. He was
released on his own recognizance to a
responsible individual.

Monday, January 15, unknown per-
sons burglarized a home under con-
struction on Davis Court sometime
between January 13 and 15 after gain-
ing access to the premises through an
unsecured garage. The lock on a toolbox
was cut off and $2,765 worth of tools
was taken.

at 19 Byron Avenue have not helped
the problem. Among the health and
safety risks they said they fear the
breeding of insects, the possibility of
disease and danger to children, as
well as a reduction in the value of the
property.

The board discussed a historic-dis-
trict two-family home mapping pro-

By SUZETTE F. STALKER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – Town authorities
are investigating a string of motor
vehicle burglaries that occurred be-
tween Saturday evening and early
Sunday morning on the south side of
Westfield.

Sergeant Scott Rodger of the
Westfield Police Department con-
firmed to The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times Tuesday that more than a dozen
vehicles had been entered while
parked in their owners’ driveways.
He said the vehicles had been un-
locked at the time the incidents oc-
curred.

In several instances, he noted, mul-
tiple automobiles had been burglarized
at a single address. Most of the break-
ins involved late model vehicles. Money
and other items were removed from
some of the vehicles, while others had

nothing taken from them but had been
rifled through, Sgt. Rodger said.

The streets where the burglaries
occurred, roughly between 8:30 p.m.
on January 13 and 7:30 a.m. on Janu-
ary 14, included Dakota, Nevada and
Wyoming Streets; Ayliffe and Pine
Grove Avenues; Boulevard and
Vernon Terrace.

Among the various property re-
moved from the vehicles were coins,
cash, a double screen DVD player, an
iPod Nano MP3 player, a satellite
radio, a compact disc player and navi-
gational systems.

Two motor vehicles were entered
at one residence on Nevada Street
and another two were burglarized at a
Boulevard home, while three vehicles
were entered at one Ayliffe Avenue
address. According to Sgt. Rodger,
authorities believe the series of inci-
dents are related.
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Fanwood Planning Board
posal, explained by zoning officer
Nancy Koederitz and board secretary
Patricia Hoynes, in which the 2006
borough funds would be spent on a
map of homes in the historical district
and a map of all two-family homes in
the borough. Ms. Koederitz said that
when building a new two-family
home, it would be “kind of nice to see
where it sits in relation to the others.”

Joe Celardo, Historic Preservation
Commission liaison, said the survey
on historic homes has not been re-
newed and he hopes to have the sur-
vey updated with the new historic
homes. “It may fit well with the [map-
ping] proposal,” he said.

The board also reviewed resolu-
tions on previous board action, in-
cluding a minor subdivision at 24 St.
John’s Place requested by
Maldonado and Bill Lyons and a
rear-yard setback for a deck re-
quested for 3 North Avenue.

The planning board will meet on
Wednesday, January 24, for a regular
meeting and officer elections.

fundraisers and publicly funded af-
ter-school nutrition programs.

Individual school boards could
impose stricter standards than the new
state rules would require.

“Obesity is a public health crisis,
but it is a preventable one,” Ms.
Stender said. “We can turn it around
by working together and being con-
sistent. Our schools must support par-
ents in their efforts to instill good
nutritional habits at home.”

Ms. Stender noted that schools
could play a significant role in re-
ducing obesity rates among young
people. Habits that have been per-
mitted at school, such as eating meals
away from home, snacking and
drinking sugar-added beverages, are
all thought to contribute to weight
gain among children and teens, she
said.

Children can suffer serious health
consequences from being overweight
or obese, including high blood pres-
sure, high cholesterol, Type 2 diabe-
tes, orthopedic problems, liver dis-
ease and asthma, she noted.

According to the latest informa-
tion from the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention, the percent-
age of children who are overweight
has more than tripled since 1980.

Overweight children may also jeop-
ardize their future health as adults.
One study found that 80 percent of
children who were overweight in ado-
lescence were obese as adults at age
25.

In adults, overweight or obesity is
linked to hypertension, diabetes, heart
disease, stroke, gallbladder disease,
osteoarthritis and respiratory prob-
lems, as well as cancer of the uterus,
breast and colon.

The new legislation would exempt
certain foods served in connection
with school celebrations, curriculum-
related activities or health care pro-
vided by a school nurse. Students
with Individual Education Plans that
indicate a particular diet would also
be exempt. The new rules would also
cover nonpublic schools that partici-
pate in the Child Nutrition Programs
as defined by the Department of Ag-
riculture.

The bill was previously passed in
the Senate and now awaits the signa-
ture of Governor Jon Corzine.
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Scotch Plains Officials to
Restrict Parking at SPFHS


