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Fred Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
BUSINESS GREETINGS…More than 50 members, township leaders and guests attended the Scotch Plains Business
and Professional Association New Year’s Party held on January 10 at Mezzogiorno Restaurant on Park Avenue in
Scotch Plains.

Wayne Baker for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
WE SHALL OVERCOME…Reverend Robert H. Taylor, Sr., left, pastor of St.
Luke’s AME Zion Church and Noel Brown of the Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
Association, lead Monday’s procession from Westfield’s memorial to Dr. King to  The
Presbyterian Church in Westfield on Mountain Avenue and Broad Street. Mr.
Brown, who grew up in segregated Birmingham, Ala. and saw Dr. King regularly, led
the group in singing “We Shall Overcome.” A service remembering Dr. King followed
the procession and also recognized the winners of the essay, poetry and art contest.

County Wins Appeal in Suit
Brought by Corrections Cop

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

ELIZABETH – A federal appeals
court affirmed a decision of a lower
court Tuesday by dismissing a law-
suit against Union County brought by
a former corrections officer who
charged that he was terminated in
retaliation for his testimony against
corrections officers in 1998. The
county has said the officer was fired
for abandoning his job.

However, the Third Circuit Court
of Appeals said the officer, Juan
Espinosa, would not have to repay
$150,000 he received in compensa-
tion from May 1998 through his ter-
mination in August 2000.

“The Third Circuit Court of Ap-
peals affirmed the District Court’s
dismissal of the Espinosa complaint.
So, barring Certification by the U.S.
Supreme Court — which is highly
unlikely, this case is as good as over,”
said County Counsel Robert Barry in
a memo to County Manager George
Devanney and sent to The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times.

Jim McCreedy of Morristown-
based Wiley, Malehorn & Sirota,
whose firm represented Mr. Espinosa
in the appeal along with Montana
attorney Tom Shea, said attorneys are
still reviewing the decision to deter-
mine their next step. He said lawyers
could ask for a motion for the court to
reconsider its decision and/or seek an
appeal to the United States Supreme
Court.

“We are still weighing it and what
our options might be,” Mr. McCreedy
said. “We disagree with the ruling but
we respect the decision of the court.”

Mr. Espinosa had assisted the
county prosecutor’s office in pros-
ecuting corrections officers involved
in the beating and harassing of Immi-
gration and Naturalization Service
(INS) detainees on June 18, 1995 at
the Esmor Federal Detention Facility
in Elizabeth. He wore a recording
device while inside the Union County
jail and obtained documents, and he
permitted the prosecutor’s office to
record all phone calls at his resi-
dence.

In order to ensure his safety, the
prosecutor’s office said, according to
legal documents, that Mr. Espinosa
should leave his job and in return they
would help him secure other employ-
ment in law enforcement in Florida.
The county agreed to pay $15,000 to
cover his relocation expenses. Mr.
Espinosa testified on behalf of the
county in front of a grand jury and at
two criminal trials.

On February 12, 1999, Mr. Espinosa
was offered a position with the At-
lanta Police Department. His attor-
ney met with then-County Manager
Michael Lapolla on February 17 of
that year to discuss “potential job
opportunities in Union County,” his
pension and concerns about accept-
ing the Atlanta job, which paid less
than Union County.

Report Finds SP-F Enrollment on
Decline; BOE Questions Findings

By NORDETTE N. ADAMS
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS —Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Board of Education mem-
bers heard demographics study results
at their meeting last Thursday night.
The study concluded that the rate of
growth for district enrollment would go
down over the next five years.

The board contracted Statistical
Forecasting, LLC  of Secaucus, a com-
pany headed by Richard Grip, to com-
plete the enrollment projection study.
Delivering the presentation, Mr. Grip
told members that birth rates have
dropped in Scotch Plains and Fanwood,

that the towns’ zoning boards do not
expect large new subdivisions for ei-
ther town and that Fanwood residen-
tial development slated for construc-
tion near the train station would con-
tribute a “relatively small” number of
new students to the district.

According to the report, the “district’s
October 15, 2006 enrollment was
5,333,” a gain of 906 students since the
1999-2000 school year. However, for
the period of 2007 to 2012, the report
projects “a gain of 292-316 students.”

Board member Betty Anne Woerner
said, “I have a hard problem with statis-
tics. But they sound so true. I have

trouble accepting that we’re going to
see 292 to 316 in 2011-2012. We’ve
had 300 in just the last two years.”

Mr. Grip directed attention to his
previous projection report, delivered
February 2006, in which he predicted
5,333 students for fall. He said that
number was “right on the money.”

Nevertheless, board members
Linda Nelson and Craig Nowlin also
challenged the numbers. Each men-
tioned they had personally observed
more children in both towns, “many”
houses being torn down and replaced
with two houses and aging residential
neighborhoods that they believed
would “turn over” with seniors sell-
ing homes to young families. They
said they didn’t know where Mr. Grip
got the 5,333 figure for the fall. They
recalled higher numbers.

Business administrator Anthony
DelSordi said the figure came from the
October 15, 2006 enrollment report.

According to the report, “Fanwood
downtown development is to consist
of up to 50 townhouses and 60 to 70
two-to-three bedroom apartment units
above commercial establishments
across from the train station,” and the
development is projected to yield 49
public school children by 2012. Mrs.
Woerner said she did not trust the
assumption that the new Fanwood
development, which has not yet been
built, would yield so few children.

She said she had heard similar pre-
dictions that large families would not
occupy other townhouse and apart-
ment developments, but “that was not
the case.”

Mrs. Nelson said she thought the
report did not consider how many
people move into the district for the
school district itself. “I’ve heard
people say they’d live in a cardboard
box” for our schools, she said.

BOE Vice President Trip
Whitehouse said, “I happen to like
statistics.” Both he and President Tho-
mas Russo cautioned members not to
overlook science in favor of personal
experience like “how many baby car-
riages you see going down the side-
walk,” said Mr. Russo.

He said he recalled discussing fig-
ures presented by the board’s former
demographer and that “the board had
trouble swallowing that.” Mr.
DelSordi told board members that
those figures proved to be accurate.

“We must have science. We can’t
base decisions on anecdotal evi-
dence,” Mr. Russo said.

The decisions Mr. Russo spoke of
include budgeting for more class-
rooms, staff and future programs.

Mr. DelSordi told board members
that whether the numbers were accu-
rate or off by 10 to 20 percent, “We’re
still going to have a problem in our
middle school and high school.”

Mr. Grip agreed with Mr. Russo’s
assessment of the report – that during
the next five years, the district should
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SP to Restrict Parking
Around SP-F High School

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The town-
ship council is expected to intro-
duce an ordinance by month’s end
to restrict parking on additional
streets surrounding Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School in the wake
of increasing complaints from resi-
dents about excessive student park-
ing in those areas, township offi-
cials said.

Township Attorney Brian Levine
said he would meet with police de-
partment officials to draft a new
parking ordinance that would allow
permit-only parking on school days
for residents on Church Street, Port-
land Avenue, West Court, Sunrise
Court, Old Farm Road and Concord
Road.

Some limited restrictions are al-
ready in place on several of the streets,
but township police department offi-
cials said they hope a more sweeping
ban on student parking on these streets
would lead to more students
carpooling and more students taking
the bus to school.

Scotch Plains-Fanwood School
District spokeswoman Kathleen
Meyer said state law restricts the
number of “unrelated kids” in a ve-
hicle driven by teenage drivers un-
der age 18 per New Jersey’s young
adult driver’s license law. “So,
carpooling really is not even a possi-
bility.” She said further parking re-
strictions would cause students to
park further away from school or
decide whether to continue driving

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Residents Complain
About Water Problems

By JESSICA E. JASKULA
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — Planning board
member Gregory Cummings began
the year’s first agenda meeting by
welcoming Kevin St. Onge as the
group’s new alternate member, Joe
Higgins as the new council represen-
tative and former councilman Jack
Molenaar as a returning board mem-
ber on Tuesday night.

In new business, Nicholas and Col-
leen Nitti of 39 St. John’s Place re-
quested a bulk variance for a street
side-yard setback, proposing 11.92
feet compared to the 30 feet permit-
ted. They also requested a rear-yard
setback, proposing 24.21 feet instead
of the permitted 25 feet.

Carol Kahn of 4 Tower Place re-
quested a side-yard setback of 10 feet
for a pool, instead of the permitted 15
feet.

In correspondence, Borough Engi-
neer Joe Pryor received a letter from
Carol and Kingsland Oakes of 87
Paterson Road regarding water prob-
lems. Mr. and Mrs. Oakes have been
experiencing drainage issues and said
that the construction at 116 Farley
Avenue and the raising of the terrain

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Scotch Plains to Examine Tree
Erosion Along Winding Brook
By FRED T. ROSSI

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Township
officials said they would look into
concerns expressed by two residents
of Inverness Drive about “severe”
stream erosion they say is threatening
the integrity of a number of large
trees adjacent to residential proper-
ties.

At the township council’s meeting
on Tuesday evening, Brian Gilroy
and Ken Dornbush, both of whom
reside on Inverness Drive, said the
Winding Brook stream that traverses
the neighborhood overflows during
heavy rainfalls and has led to what
Mr. Gilroy termed “severe, severe
erosion.”

He told the council “many trees
near our property have been under-
mined,” including several large ones
he said looked like they were ready to
fall. Referring to the 2002 accident at
Westfield High School in which a
student was killed by a falling tree
limb, Mr. Gilroy requested the town-
ship remove the at-risk trees “before
they kill us.”

Mr. Gilroy and Mr. Dornbush had
earlier in the day left with the mayor
and council members copies of a 19-
page packet that included photographs
of the overflowing stream and the
damage to the trees. Mayor Martin
Marks said the council had not yet
had a chance to review the materials,
which also included a 2006 evalua-
tion of the trees by Schmiede Tree

Service. The mayor said the council
would discuss the matter at its confer-
ence meeting next week and that, in
the interim, he would ask the town-
ship engineering department to give a
report.

The township legal department will
be asked to look at where the
township’s easements might be in
terms of stream corridors and “what
our responsibilities are” said in that
regard. The mayor cautioned that any
tree removals might need approval
from higher levels of government.

In other business, Township Man-
ager Thomas Atkins said the deer-
reduction program in the Ashbrook
Reservation began on Tuesday and
will last until Saturday, February 10,
at the latest. He asked the public not
to enter the reservation while the deer
hunt is being conducted. Mr. Atkins
also asked township residents to “be

patient with us” during the renova-
tions to the municipal building, not-
ing that some entrances to the build-
ing are or would be fenced off during
the project, which is expected to be
completed in June.

Presently, the front entrance to the
building is blocked off, and Mr. Atkins
said he expects the public to have to
access the building via the side doors
for “a great deal of the time” during
the renovation.

The council approved resolutions
appointing Robert Pansulla as alter-
nate municipal prosecutor and Mat-
thew Dorsi as alternate public de-
fender.

At the beginning of its meeting,
eight members of Cub Scout Pack 98
led the council in the salute to the
flag.

The council’s next meeting will be
on Tuesday, January 30.

Fanwood Woman, 20, Dies
In High Speed Rt. 22 Crash

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

MOUNTAINSIDE – A 20-year-
old Fanwood resident was killed early
Saturday morning in a one-car crash
in Mountainside just past the Spring-
field border.

According to police, the accident
occurred off Route 22 at Sheffield
Street at 12:41 a.m. when the 1997
Green Acura driven by Chantal Mueller
went off the roadway and struck a
telephone pole before crossing the front

lawns of multiple Sheffield Street prop-
erties, striking numerous small trees
and bushes and coming to rest in a
water-retention basin.

“There (were) no skid marks there,
so we couldn’t get a (grasp) on how
fast she was going,” Mountainside
Police Captain Richard Osieja said.
He added that Ms. Mueller was likely
traveling “well over the speed limit,”
which is posted at 45 mph.

He said Ms. Mueller was traveling
alone and there were no other vehicles
near her at the time of the accident.

The force of the impact flung a 14-
foot section of the telephone pole 75
feet. Ms. Mueller “was ejected out
the back of the rear window of the
car” and was found motionless along-
side of the car, according to the acci-
dent report. Captain Osieja said Ms.
Mueller’s vehicle was “demolished.”

He added that an autopsy was com-
pleted on the victim but the toxicol-
ogy report wouldn’t be completed for
30 days. The captain said any com-
ments prior to receipt of the report
would be “speculation.”

Paramedics from Overlook Hospi-
tal, the Springfield First Aid Squad
and the Mountainside Volunteer Fire
Department all responded to the scene,
according to the accident report.

A student at Union County Col-
lege, Ms. Mueller was a 2004 gradu-
ate of Union High School. Born in
Elizabeth, she lived most of her life in
Union before moving to Fanwood.

Funeral services were held yester-
day, Wednesday, January 17, at the
Rossi Funeral Home in Scotch Plains.

She is survived by her parents,
Charles W. and Silvania Mueller; her
brother, Charles S. Mueller; her sis-
ter, Andrea Mueller, and her maternal
grandparents, Jose and Yolanda
Ibanez. Her paternal grandparents,
Sigmund A. and Margaret M. Mueller,
predeceased her.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
TRAGEDY…Friends and loved ones left flowers and candles at the site of Chantal
Mueller’s fatal car crash. The 20-year-old Fanwood resident died early Saturday
morning in Mountainside just past the Springfield border.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
BOND MARKET…A sign outside Westfield’s Wilson Elementary School re-
minds voters about the $9.4-million bond referendum to be voted on Tuesday,
January 23. The money would go towards Roosevelt and Edison Intermediate
Schools’ renovations and create an “early-childhood center” at Lincoln School.


