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SIXTY CENTS

Bigosinski Votes Against Mayor’s
Appointment of Attorney Cockren
should put the contract for rendering
professional legal services out to bid.
WESTFIELD – Despite Westfield’s
He cited Cranford’s joining of Union
organization meeting occurring after
County, Berkeley Heights, Fanwood,
a non-election year, former mayors
Millburn, Rahway and Union Townand councilmen, along with state poliship in issuing requests for proposals
ticians, came to town hall to hear
as an example of “(providing) the greatMayor Andy Skibitsky deliver his
est benefit to taxpayers” and offering
State of the Town address.
a “more open process.”
The mayor offered four goals for
“What Westfield is handing out,”
2007 – spending tax dollars
he said, is a “‘non-fair and
“as efficiently and wisely as
open contract’ for legal serpossible,” improving commuvices, and I can’t support legnication, controlling developislation that essentially admits
ment and improving pedesto being ‘non fair.’”
trian and traffic safety.
Fourth Ward Councilman
In a meeting attended by
David Haas, “while agreeing
former mayors Bud Boothe,
with (his) colleague,” voted
Ron Frigerio and Allen Chin,
in favor of the appointments
former council members Neil
because “many people here
Sullivan, Jim Hely and Betty
tonight take these votes in a
List, Assemblyman Jon
personal manner. I’ve worked
Bramnick (LD-21) and State
with Bob Cockren on the
Senator Tom Kean, Jr., the
board of adjustment for many
mayor addressed the 2006
years. I have nothing but the
budget; he said the town was
Michael J. Pollack for The Westfield Leader highest respect (for him).”
“successful in decreasing GOVERNING BODIES...Former Mayor Allen Chin, Frank
Mr. Haas joined Mr.
most of the departments’ op- Arena, former Mayor Ron Frigerio, Second Ward Coun- Bigosinski in voting against
erating budgets, resulting in a cilwoman Vicki Kimmins, Fourth Ward Councilman Jim the finance committee’s reso2-percent decrease in our Foerst and Fire Chief Dan Kelly converse during a break lution to appoint Mr. Danser
at Tuesday’s reorganization meeting.
overall operating budget.”
and obtain his and Mr.
Speaking to the manner that the Michael Panagos, which all passed.
Cockren’s professional services. He
town compensates its attorneys, which
Mr. Bigosinski later voted against said he couldn’t “in good conscience”
was disputed on separate occasions a finance committee resolution to vote for contracts considered “nonlast year, he praised the finance com- appoint Rick Danser as labor attor- fair and open.”
mittee, chaired by First Ward Coun- ney and obtain the professional serThe mayor responded, “Only policilman Peter Echausse, which “re- vices of both he and Mr. Cockren. Mr. ticians could make up this term. It
cently completed a very thorough Bigosinski said he does “not oppose sounds good, but actually the nonreview of our legal department. The the individuals” and thanked them fair, if you will, open process limits
legal survey showed that we are pru- for their service, but said the town campaign contributions, whereas the
(other) does not. I think, avoiding
conflict of interest, this ‘non-fair’ open
process is the way to go.”
The mayor said his land-use task
force, under Chairman Bill Heinbokel,
“has had an aggressive meeting schedBy TED RITTER
Specifically, he pointed to road re- ule with a goal of sending their findSpecially Written for The Westfield Leader
construction, the lighting of four rec- ings and recommendations to the town
MOUNTAINSIDE — Continuing reation fields, a new water slide at the council during the second quarter of
a tradition that now spans 111 years, municipal pool, improvements to the the year.” Any recommendations to
Mayor Robert Viglianti and the bor- borough’s website and a new GPS the task force may be e-mailed to
ough council held the governing system for the police department’s landuse@westfieldnj.gov.
The mayor appointed Third Ward
body’s annual reorganization meet- dispatch operations.
ing Tuesday night.
Mayor Viglianti also highlighted Councilman Mark Ciarrocca to chair
The meeting, which drew a crowd the successful completion of the sec- the public safety, traffic and transporthat overflowed into the hallway of ond phase of a lawsuit stemming from tation committee and “identify new
the municipal building, included ap- the Union County Regional High traffic safety hot spots to address this
pearances by Assemblyman Jon School District’s 1996 dissolution. year.” Besides Mr. Ciarrocca’s chairBramnick and State Senator Tom The mayor said, “The total amount manship, all other council committee
Kean, Jr., (both LD-22, Westfield). received by our board of education chairs will remain.
Bill Palatucci will take over as chairPolice, fire and borough officials were from this suit now totals over $8.5
man of the recreation commission
also on hand.
million.”
In his annual address, Mayor
Looking ahead at his 20th year in from Jim Marvin. Both commissionViglianti criticized state-level tax in- office, Mayor Viglianti said the bor- ers’ terms expire at the end of 2009.
creases implemented in 2006, say- ough council “still recognizes that The mayor reappointed the planning
ing, “We are not seeing any reduction
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
in state spending.”
The mayor said the state’s recent
emphasis on sharing municipal services to cut costs is nothing new in the
borough. “Mountainside has been
sharing services for over 25 years,”
By GINA LEVINE-LEVY
been considered to pilot the program.
he said, noting that many borough
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader
However, county officials have said
officials also work part-time. “These
MOUNTAINSIDE — State Sena- Union County could not be considare major tax savings with no loss of
oversight or services. Another major tor Tom Kean Jr. and Assemblyman ered because it has more than one
tax savings is that no member of [the] Jon Bramnick, (both LD-22, Abbott district.
addressed
the
While the bills, sponsored mostly
governing body or any board mem- Westfield)
ber receives health coverage, pen- Mountainside Board of Education and by Democrats, passed the Assembly
nearly 100 residents Tuesday night at last month, neither measure gained
sions or a salary.”
Mr. Kean later told The Westfield a special meeting to discuss legisla- enough support in the Senate prior to
Leader that Mountainside’s example tion proposing a county-run school the holiday break and were pulled.
But they could still be called to vote
shows that the idea of “bigger is bet- district.
“We have so many folks in when the State Legislature reconvenes
ter is not always right” and that “real
property tax reduction can be accom- Mountainside who are concerned on Monday.
about this legislation in New Jersey,”
“We’re fighting hard to see that
plished at the local level.”
these two bills don’t reach the light of
Mayor Viglianti said for 2007, said Board President John Perrin.
He said it would be “catastrophic day,” said Mr. Kean. “This wouldn’t
Mountainside “has already been given
result in success. This would hurt the
mandated tax increases of over for a town like Mountainside.”
As introduced, legislative bill S- Mountainside school district.”
$200,000; this is before we even start
The Senator said while the proour own budget or start to do anything 10/A-4 would create a “super”
more for our residents, our taxpay- countywide superintendent with lo- posed legislation aims to lower propcal veto powers. Bill S-7/A-8 would erty taxes and make school governers.”
The mayor said that, despite the establish a pilot program to create a ment more efficient, such larger dismandated increases placed on countywide school district. The Gar- tricts would not “equal property tax
Mountainside, the borough “accom- den State Education Coalition of reductions.”
He said a countywide district would
Schools has said Union County has
plished an awful lot” in 2006.
“fail on two fronts” – financial savings and delivery.
“We can’t have the ‘savings’ come
at the expense of the educational backbone of our state,” he said.
Mr. Bramnick said the legislation,
which evolved from a special summer session focused on reducing property taxes, was rushed.
“In the middle of the night” legislators wrote a bill to take away local
control, he said.
Mr. Kean said Democrats who back
the legislation “want to say ‘we
achieved property tax reform’” when
running for reelection.
He said the bills were not “thought
out well.”
“When they start to mess with the
kids and the local schools, they have
no idea how upsetting it can be,” Mr.
Wayne Baker for The Westfield Leader
Bramnick said. “The outrage on this
COLD CASE…From left to right, Captain Richard Osieja and Chief James Debbie
issue has been so significant, that it
recognize Detectives Donald Amberg and Michael Jackson, along with Patrolman
By MICHAEL J. POLLACK

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

dent with the amount spent on legal
services. I can assure you that we are
getting world-class legal representation at a very fair rate.”
During the proposed mayoral employee appointments, Councilman
Tom Bigosinski voted against the
appointment of Town Attorney Robert Cockren, Municipal Prosecutor
Christine Nugent and Public Defender

MS Reorganizes; Mayor
Outlines Goals for 2007

MS BOE Hears Legislators
Oppose Countywide District

Andrew Huber for their efforts in breaking the credit card skimming case.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Grey Ryan for The Westfield Leader

HANGOVER OVER…The Central Jersey Road Runners Club held its annual Hangover Run in Tamaques Park in
Westfield on New Year’s Day. The 5K run, celebrating its 25th anniversary, began at 12:05 p.m. The overall winner was
Emerson Silva of New York City with a time of 16:53. The first female winner was Megan Phillips of Brielle. A total of 363
people completed the race, with runners from 6 years old up to 77 years old. The under-14 female winner was Caroline
Williams, 14, of Westfield.

GW Mayor McCarthy Begins
Second Term; Sluka Takes Office
blizzard in February. They also assisted in planting 188 new trees
throughout the town. We appreciate
all the hard work they do for us,”
Mayor McCarthy said.
In other business, the following
people were appointed to a one-year
term: borough attorney, Robert
Renaud; bonding attorney Steven
Rogut; borough auditor, Robert
Cagnassola of Westfield-based
Suplee, Clooney & Co.; treasurer,

Woodruff, Matilda Froat, Margaret
Staba and alternates Doug Knierim,
GARWOOD – Borough Mayor DenDennis Clark and Suzanne Granberg.
nis McCarthy was sworn in New Year’s
Mayor McCarthy also appointed
Day by Municipal Clerk Christina
Emmit Garner, Thomas Popola, JoAriemma for a second four-year term,
seph Ragonese, Thomas Spera and
Councilwoman Kathleen Villaggio was
Rocky Venturo to two-year terms on
sworn in for another three-year term
the board of appeals; Rose Stoj and
and Keith Sluka took the oath for his
Joan VanNatta to three-year terms on
first three-year term as a councilman.
the board of health; Carol White to a
Mayor McCarthy swore in newly
five-year term on the library board of
appointed Fire Chief Edward Silver,
trustees; Kelly Dunn for a five-year
Jr., a Westfield firefighter and
term on the recreation comson of former Fire Chief Edmission and Chris LaSpina
ward Silver, Sr. They are the
to a four-year unexpired
first father and son to both
term on the recreation comserve as fire chief in
mission.
Garwood’s history.
Michelle Abbaticola,
“[Mr. Silver] has served
Claudia Berrios, Joe Carney,
on the department since 1984,
Kathleen Carney, Thomas
and his family has a long
Englese, Betty Galdi, Linda
history of service with the
Heath, Diane Killmer, Anne
borough. We anticipate the
Leonard, Melissa Mehalick,
quality of his leadership to
Lori Napolitano, Bruce
be outstanding,” Mayor
Paterson, Jackie Petruzzelli,
McCarthy said.
Mel Shea, Chris Taylor and
Debbie Walsh were apHe asked audience mempointed to the celebrations
bers to “keep in your thoughts
and prayers the men and
David Samsky for The Westfield Leader committee for one-year
women on our home land and UNDER OATH...Garwood municipal clerk Christina Ariemma, terms. Theresa Janasee, Sam
overseas who are fighting to right, swears in Mayor Dennis McCarthy for his second term in Rocco, Debbie McCarthy,
protect our freedom and ad- office. The mayor’s family, from left to right, daughter Jessica, Barbara Tweedle, John
vance the freedom of others.” son Bryan, mother Doris and wife Debbie, look on.
Zultanky and Sue Baron
Councilman William Schadewald Sue Wright; municipal court pros- were appointed to one-year terms on
congratulated Ms. Villaggio, the 2006 ecutor, Steven Merman; municipal the Garwood Municipal Alliance.
council president, stating, “Your strong court public defender, Edward CooThe following people were apleadership, commitment to Garwood per; municipal court administrator, pointed to a one-year term on the
Martha Marino; deputy court admin- emergency management council:
and big heart is immeasurable.”
The council named Charles istrator, Anita Ruscansky; recycling deputy coordinator, Len DiStefano;
Lombardo council president for 2007. coordinator and superintendent of the Police Chief William Legg; Dr. E.
He continued, “Let us not forget Department of public works, Calcara, first aid; John Drone, public
the recent passing of President Ford. Frederick Corbitt; assistant fire chief, information officer; Emmett Garner,
I believe, as of today, the losses in Wayne Frew, and superintendent of shelter coordinator; radiological ofIraq today are 3,000, so let’s hope for fire apparatus, Leonard Spina.
ficer, Thomas Spera; technical adviDonald Guarriello was appointed sor, Paul Josewitch, and business repa speedy return of our troops and that
to a three-year term as borough engi- resentative Joseph Ragonese.
2007 will bring a brighter year.”
Mayor McCarthy recognized former neer and Councilwoman Villaggio
Mayor McCarthy wished a special
councilman Damian Mitchell “for his was appointed to a year-long council happy birthday to Victoria Napolitano,
time and service he has dedicated to liaison to the planning board. Ap- who turned seven years old. She was
Garwood. He first ran for council in pointed to one-year terms as school the first baby in Garwood to be born
1994, served until 1997 and ran again crossing guards, were Diane Cerillo, on New Year’s Day in 2000.
in 2000 and 2003, serving until the end Teresa Cuccaro, Linda Knierim, Janet
The first council meeting for the
of his term in December of 2006. We Korinchak, Stefan Motycjka, Rose- year will be held on Tuesday, January
thank him for the first-rate work he did mary Snow, Kyren Reed, Theodore 9, at 7 p.m.
for the people of Garwood.”
Councilman Walter Tucker congratulated Mr. Sluka: “Welcome
aboard. We know you will perform to
the high standards we all perform to.”
Mayor McCarthy said, “Keith’s
problem-solving abilities and fresh
perspective on the issues that the council face will be beneficial to all.”
The mayor thanked Ms. Ariemma,
who not only serves as editor of the
“Just the Facts” newsletter but is also
in charge of maintaining the Garwood
website, and to the administrator’s
office staff, who “are a team the ‘flies
under the radar’ at times, but are the
main reason why so many important
borough tasks are completed on time
and to perfection, because of their
dedication to the tasks.”
The mayor thanked the first aid
squad for “their services to the borough, including reinstating the ‘Vial A BIG SUCCESS…The Westfield Recreation Department and the Westfield
for Life’ program. The program pro- Area Chamber of Commerce sponsored the first annual Family Night at the
vides free large pill bottles, which are National Guard Armory on Rahway Avenue on New Year’s Eve. The indoor
meant to contain a person’s medical carnival, attended by 940 people, was supported by $500 to $1,000 donations by
history and medications, which is CitiBank, Century Taylor and Love Realtors, the Westfield Optimist Club, Fred
of Creative Sales, Inc., Westfield PBA Local 90, and Jeff Brandes of
useful if a person is in medical need DeFazio
Protuff, LLC. A total of 580 people pre-registered for the inaugural event.
and not able to provide crucial mediPAGE INDEX
cal information.”
Obituary ........ 8
Real Estate .... 11-16
The DPW was also congratulated Regional ........ 2-3
Education ...... 9, 18
Classifieds .... 17
on “their great job of clearing the Editorial ........ 4
Sports ............ 11-16
A&E .............. 19-20
snow and ice that fell during the great Community ... 6-7
By KATHY MARQUES
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Mountainside Reorganization
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

there is a need for a community center and also knows the desires of
many of our seniors to remain in town
with some type of senior housing.”
He indicated that such programs are
“being actively investigated” and his
administration “may present some
concepts to you in the very near future.”
Councilmen William Lane and
Robert Messler – both of whom ran
unopposed in November – were sworn
in (to their second and third terms,
respectively) by municipal Judge
James DeRose, who previously took
his oath of office for another term.
Councilman Keith Turner was
elected president of the borough council, replacing Paul Mirabelli.
Mr. Mirabelli praised Mayor
Viglianti’s leadership. “Certainly, he
makes the job of councilman much
easier,” he said of the mayor, who
responded that the borough’s successes “could not be done without the
council we have.”
Mayor Viglianti said the council
doesn’t “have egos and [is] not here
for political reasons; [the councilmen] are here because they really
care about the community.”
Tuesday night’s meeting also included police department commendations, the promotion of Sergeant
Richard Weigele to lieutenant and the
swearing in of a new patrolman and
the entire eight-man fire department.
Other key borough appointments
include: John Post, borough attorney; Frank Sahaj, municipal prosecutor; James Debbie, part-time borough administrator and police chief;
Martha DeJesus, borough clerk;
Patricia Scherer, tax collector; Mike
Disko, borough engineer; Suplee
Clooney and Company, borough auditor/financial advisor, and Bollinger
Insurance, borough insurance agent.
Additional appointments were:
Ronald Romak, public works schedule coordinator; Stephanie Trano, act-

ing zoning and land use officer;
George McGrath, construction code
official; Jill Goode, chief financial
officer; Frank Massella, director of
recreation/municipal pool administrator; Adam Lieb, assistant recreation director/municipal pool administrator; Eldo Magnani, tax assessor;
Ruth Rees, planning board recording
secretary, and Vincent Loughlin, planning board attorney.
Other appointments included the
following: Paulette Drogon, senior citizens coordinator; Lillian Corsi, local
assistance director (Town of
Westfield); public works crew members Robert Farley, Richard Neri, Thomas Root, Oscar Cardona, and Horacio
Colell; Michael Debbie, cable television coordinator; Angelo Rossi,
plumbing inspector, and Jerry Eger,
building sub-code official. Also, Neil
Williams, Jr. was named chief of the
borough’s volunteer fire department.
The borough council’s standing
committees have been organized as
follows: Police – Keith Turner, chairman, Paul Mirabelli and Glen
Mortimer; Solid Waste/Recycling –
Mr. Mortimer, chairman, Mr. Mirabelli
and Mr. Messler; Recreation – Mr.
Turner, chairman, Mr. Mirabelli and
Mr. Lane; Channel 35 – Mr. Mirabelli,
chairman, Mr. Lane and Mr. Turner.
Council liaisons are: planning
board, Mr. Messler; board of health,
Mr. Schon; board of education, Mr.
Mirabelli; library, Mr. Mortimer; rescue squad, Mr. Lane; board of tax
appeals, Mr. Messler; emergency
management, Mr. Turner; local assistance, Mr. Turner; board of tax assessors, Mr. Messler; construction board
of appeals, Mr. Messler; shade tree,
Mr. Schon; historic preservation committee, Mr. Mortimer, and Children’s
Specialized Hospital, Mr. Mortimer.
The borough council’s monthly
work session meeting is Tuesday,
January 9; its regular monthly meeting is Tuesday, January 16.

Mountainside Board of Ed.
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

actually brought people out at 10 p.m.
to a school.”
Both Republican legislators offered
alternate solutions for property tax
relief.
“Why don’t you start with obvious
waste,” said Mr. Bramnick, who proposed sending forensic accountants
into local districts to track funds. He
also suggested eliminating pensions
for legislators to cut costs.
Mr. Kean said the state must “get to
the core” of spending issues by ridding of dual-office holders and banning “pay to play” practices where
companies make campaign contributions in exchange for work contracts
with the government.
The Republican legislators also
fielded questions from residents and
BOE members.
Resident Berri Duswalt said she
was surprised to learn that members
of the proposed countywide BOE
would be appointed, not elected.
“It’s fascinating the level of control
they’d be given,” said board Vice
President Marybeth Schaumberg.
Mr. Bramnick said if the
countywide district prevails, local
residents would have “no way of ex-

pressing (their) opinion.”
Board member Carmine Venes said,
“Some of the most ineffective districts in the state are the larger districts. Larger does not mean more
efficient.”
Both of the legislators from District 21 encouraged residents to write
to their representatives.
“You need to get your voice heard,”
Mr. Kean said. He asked residents to
offer their insight and experiences
on “what works and what doesn’t.
This needs to be a statewide movement. A lot more decision making at
the county level would do a great
disservice to residents of this community.”
Mr. Bramnick encouraged residents
to write to statewide publications.
“Politicians do react to newspapers,”
he said. He also asked constituents to
write to Governor Jon Corzine prior
to his “State of the State” address on
Tuesday, January 9. “You can be assured that we’ll be standing in front
of this train if they try to take away
local control.”
The BOE will hold its next regular
meeting Tuesday, January 9, at 7:30
p.m.

Greg Ryan for The Westfield Leader

SERVICE RECOGNIZED…The Westfield Police Department and PBA Local
90 recently held its awards ceremony. Pictured, standing in the back, from left to
right, are: Officers Preston Freeman, Frank Moya, Jason Carter, Joseph Martino,
John Tango, Marcin Kapka, James Stivale and Frank Padovano; seated, Officers
Donald Perkins, Nicole Stivale and Leonard Lugo.

Westfield Police Officers
Honored at Awards Program
WESTFIELD – The Westfield Police Department and the Police Benevolent Association Local 90 recently held their annual awards program at the Knight of Columbus.
Officers Richard Smialowicz and
Vincent Piano and Dispatcher Jeffrey
Johnson received certificates of merit
for their work in an October 26, 2005
call for an unresponsive cancer patient. The officers found the patient
was not breathing and had no pulse.
They initiated CPR, and established
breathing and pulse. The patient was
then transported to the hospital, where
she succumbed to her illness.
Officers Robert Riley, Jason
McErlean and Marcin Kapka received
certificates of merit. They responded to
a stolen vehicle alert from Springfield
Police Department, which had been
pursued into Westfield and collided
with a utility pole. Two male subjects
abandoned the vehicle and fled on foot.
While searching the area, Officer
Riley discovered one of the suspects
hiding underneath the resident’s deck
and took him into custody. Another
suspect was arrested shortly thereafter.
Officers James Stivale and Frank
Padovano received the command citation for a call that led to the arrests
of three motor vehicle occupants for
possession of a half-pound of marijuana, digital scale, packaging material, 55 tablets of amphetamines, ecstasy, numerous items of drug paraphernalia and $346 in cash. An area
drug dealer was also arrested.
Officers Stivale and Padovano received the command citation for responding to a call leading to two arrests
for engaging in prostitution and one
arrest for promoting prostitution. The
officers were commended for their actions in uncovering a prostitution ring.
Officer Nicole Tango-Stivale received a command citation for a motor vehicle stop leading to seizure of
marijuana, drug packaging material,
a simulated Berretta 9 millimeter
handgun and $224 in cash.
Officers Kapka, James Stivale,
Tango-Stivale, Riley, Padovano received the certificate of merit for taking in 21 juveniles into welfare custody following four earlier arrests for
disorderly and drug charges.
Officer Donald Perkins received a
command citation and Officers Anthony Vastano, Chris Battiloro, Frank
Impelizzeri received the certificate

a picture is worth
a thousand words
find reorganization
meeting photos at

goleader.com/
photos

of merit for taking two persons into
custody on January 1, 2006 after they
attempted to flee in a stolen vehicle.
A ninth-month old infant was found
in the car.
Officers Joseph Martino and Kapka
received the command citation for
initiating a motor vehicle stop resulting seizure of 13 baggies of marijuana, as well as $276 in cash. Inside
the car, 290 baggies for packaging
drugs were also seized.
Officers Jason Rodger received the
command citation while Sgt. Andrew
Gallagher, Det. James McCullough,
Officer Robert Beaton received certificates of merit for capturing a suspended
driver following a high-speed pursuit
through residential neighborhoods in
Westfield and Scotch Plains before ending on Crossway Place in Westfield.
The driver, an illegal immigrant from
Nigeria, was charged with three counts
of aggravated assault on police, second-degree eluding, resisting arrest
and numerous motor vehicle offenses.
Officers Jason Carter, Leo Lugo,
Frank Moya and Perkins received command citations for a motor vehicle stop
for an equipment violation resulting in
seizure of four bags of marijuana, a 9mm handgun, several 15-round magazines and hollow-nosed bullets.
Officers Stivale and John Tango
received medals of merit and Officer
Joseph Martino received a certificate
of merit for a motor vehicle stop
resulting in the seizure of 32 individual bags of marijuana and a .22 cal
semi-automatic handgun loaded with
hollow nosed bullets, as well as more
bags containing marijuana. A strip
search of one those arrested turned up
16 additional bags of marijuana hidden in the groin area, and $611 cash.
Officers Kapka and John Tango
received a command citation for initiating a car stop resulting in seizure
of two bags of marijuana and packaging material for future distribution.
Officers Preston Freeman, Padovano
and Kervin O’Keefe were awarded
command citations a motor vehicle
stop that resulted in seizure of marijuana, drug packaging material, and
10 hits of LSD. The suspects were
arrested and charged accordingly.
Officers Kapka and John Tango,
medal of merit, and Officer James
Stivale, command citation, were recognized for a motor vehicle stop for
unrestrained children. A further investigation resulted in seizure of burnt
marijuana, three small bags of marijuana and a large amount of cash, a
.25-caliber automatic handgun and
hollow nosed bullets and ecstasy pills.
The occupants were also charged with
endangering the welfare of a minor.
Officers Robert Bartkus, Jr. and
Padovano received the command citations a car stop resulting seizure of
burnt marijuana, ecstasy and cocaine,
as well as smaller amounts of rock
cocaine and marijuana and $1,000 cash.

CIVIL UNIONS
ARE NOW THE LAW
Governor Jon Corzine has just signed into law new
Legislation establishing CIVIL UNIONS. It is important
to know that your rights can be protected by a pre-Civil
Union Agreement (similar to the often utilized pre-Marital
Agreement) prior to your entering into a Civil Union.
Should you have any questions about what this means to
you, the Cranford Law Firm of Dughi & Hewit, P.C. is
pleased to announce that Mario C. Gurrieri, Esq. Chair of
its Family Law Department, Richard A. Outhwaite, Esq.
and Lisa Stein-Browning, Esq., will provide a free office
conference so that your rights may be explained your
questions answered in connection with Civil Unions and
preceding agreements.

Call (908) 272-0200
Dughi & Hewit, P.C.
340 North Avenue
Cranford, NJ 07016

Deductible Rewards.
Earn $100 off your deductible for every year
of safe driving - up to $500. Call me today.

(800) 554-6964

RON BANSKY
715 CENTRAL AVE. - SUITE 10
WESTFIELD
RonBansky@allstate.com

Allstate has new, even lower rates in New Jersey. Call me to see how much you can save.
Feature is optional and subject to terms and conditions. Available in select states now and in most states by
1/31/06 (subject to regulatory approval where required).Allstate New Jersey Property and Casualty Insurance
Company, Home Office, Bridgewater, NJ ©2006 Allstate Insurance Company.

A Watchung Communications, Inc. Publication
SUSPECT WANTED...The
Westfield Police Department has
released the following composite
of a suspect wanted for an alleged
sexual assault of a Westfield High
School male freshman that occurred in September in a WHS
boy’s bathroom at 11 a.m. during
school hours. Police said the suspect allegedly pulled out a small
knife, described as a switchblade,
and lured the victim into a bathroom stall, where the attack occurred. The suspect is described
as an Hispanic male, 30 to 40
years old, 5-feet, 10-inches tall,
175 pounds with a medium build,
black hair, brown eyes and an
olive skin complexion. The suspect is said to have been wearing
dirty blue jeans and a dark green
pocket tee shirt and spoke clear
English. Police said the family
notified police of the attack two
weeks ago when victim told his
parents. Anyone with information is asked to call the WPD at
(908) 789-4000, extension 0.

POLICE BLOTTER
Westfield
Saturday, December 23, Randy
Majocha, 24, of Westfield was arrested
and charged with driving while intoxicated after a motor vehicle stop at Boulevard and Park Street. He was issued a
summons and held until sober for release.
Saturday, December 23, Thomas
Hanscom, 24, of Westfield was arrested
at Westfield police headquarters and
charged with DWI and refusal to submit
to an Alcotest. Hanscom later was released to a responsible individual.
Saturday, December 23, Jesse Brown,
20, of North Plainfield was arrested at North
and Dudley Avenues and charged with
possession of less than 50 grams of marijuana. He was released with a summons.
Sunday, December 24, Karsten Moen,
45, of Redmond, Wash. and charged with
aggravated assault for allegedly throwing
bodily fluid at a law enforcement officer.
Authorities said Moen spat in the
officer’s face as he was being transported
from Harrow Road to Muhlenberg Regional Medical Center in Plainfield for an
involuntary psychological examination.
He was committed to the hospital for
evaluation.
Monday, December 25, a resident of
the 1000 block of East Broad Street reported that the driver’s side window of his
motor vehicle was broken during the early
morning hours that day while the vehicle
was parked in the driveway of his home.
Monday, December 25, a Scotch Plains
resident reported that a window was broken on his motor vehicle while it was
parked in a driveway of the 100 block of
Brightwood Avenue.
Tuesday, December 26, a business on
the 100 block of Central Avenue reported
the theft of $430 worth of cologne as a
result of an apparent shoplifting. Store
employees observed obvious vacancies
of merchandise from the shelves.
Tuesday, December 26, Guillermo
Lagos, 61, of Tobyhanna, Pa. was arrested on an outstanding $2,500 Newark
warrant during a motor vehicle stop at
South Avenue and Crossway Place. Lagos
posted bail and was released.
Wednesday, December 27, during a
motor vehicle stop at Lamberts Mill and
Dorian Roads, police arrested Joseph
Bartolotta, 21, of Scotch Plains on a charge
of possession of less than 50 grams of
marijuana and Dustin Jefferson, 22, of
Fanwood on a charge of possession of drug
paraphernalia. Both were released on their
own recognizance with a summons.
Thursday, December 28, Christian
Patterson, 18, of Westfield was arrested
during a motor vehicle stop at Dudley
Avenue and Clark Street and charged
with DWI. He was released to a responsible individual.

WF Council
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

board’s Robert Newell to a term expiring at the end of 2010.
The council retired to private session in the middle of the meeting to
discuss Kasko vs. The Town of
Westfield. Town Administrator Jim
Gildea told The Westfield Leader that
the discussion surrounded a federal
lawsuit brought against the town by
Mr. Kasko. He added that he would
review a disciplinary hearing officer’s
decision for lying under oath during
previous testimony and will make a
recommendation within a few weeks.
The council held a moment of silence for President Gerald Ford and
Ernest Winter, Westfield’s oldest resident, born in March 1902. The mayor
announced that he “had unfortunately
passed away last week.” The mayor
described Mr. Winter as a “lifelong
humanitarian” and a (testament) to
Westfield’s spirit of volunteerism.”

Thursday, December 28, Rae Ann
Watson, 30, of Rahway was arrested on
Central Avenue on charges of theft by
deception and forgery. According to police, in November, Watson allegedly took
out a credit card in someone else’s name,
with which she made purchases. She also
allegedly registered a motor vehicle in the
victim’s name and received parking tickets. Watson was released with a summons
pending a court appearance.
Thursday, December 28, Ann A. Morgan, 54, of Woodbridge was arrested at
the East Brunswick Police Department
on a Westfield traffic warrant. She later
was released on $350 bail.
Friday, December 29, Nicole Carscadden,
22, of Cranford was arrested on Dudley
Avenue near Forest Avenue and charged
with possession of drug paraphernalia. She
was released with a summons.
Friday, December 29, Angela A. Podias,
25, of Springfield was arrested and charged
with DWI after her motor vehicle left the
roadway and traveled up on the lawn of a
residence at East Broad Street and Gallows Hill Road. Podias was issued two
summonses and released to her mother.
Friday, December 29, William Whitney,
51, of Westfield was arrested on Dartmoor
Street on a no-bail Union County Sheriff’s
Department warrant. He was turned over
to the sheriff’s department.
Friday, December 29, Kenneth Majors, 32, of Scotch Plains was arrested on
Alden Avenue in Scotch Plains and
charged with DWI. He was released to a
responsible individual.
Scotch Plains
Tuesday, December 26, a resident of
Terrill Road reported being someone obtained her credit card information and
made several hundred dollars worth of
unauthorized purchases.
Thursday, December 28, Lance
McNeill, 22, of Plainfield was arrested
for an outstanding South Plainfield warrant per a motor vehicle stop.
Friday, December 29, Steven
Hawthorne, 26, of Irvington was arrested
for an outstanding Scotch Plains warrant
after a motor vehicle stop.
Saturday, December 30, a resident of
Myrtle Avenue reported someone caused
damage to his front lawn.
Monday, January 1, a resident of Henry
Street reported that he returned home and
noticed damage to the back door. Entrance was not gained and nothing was
reported missing, police said.
Fanwood
Saturday, December 23, a resident of
Hunter Avenue reported someone cut the
wire of his outdoor Christmas lights.
Tuesday, December 26, Dorothy M.
Dallah, 66, of Scotch Plains was arrested
following a motor vehicle stop on Terrill
Road for an outstanding Livingston warrant.
Saturday, December 30, a resident of
Glenwood Road reported someone
scratched his vehicle while it was parked
on the street.
Sometime between Friday, December
29, and Sunday, December 31, a resident
of Martine Avenue reported someone
threw clementines at her house and car.
Mountainside
Thursday, December 21, Rodney W.
Johnson, 38, of Piscataway was transported from the Union County Police
Department on an active warrant from
Mountainside for $300.
Thursday, December 28, Anthony N.
Malczanek, 21, of Scotch Plains was arrested following a motor vehicle stop for
speeding and charged with possession of
drug paraphernalia and possession of less
than 50 grams of marijuana.
Sunday, December 31, Mark A. Grillo,
36, of Toms River was found asleep behind the wheel of his vehicle and after
further investigation was arrested for DWI.
Monday, January 1, Carlos F. Rios, 27,
of Elizabeth was arrested following a
motor vehicle stop on Route 22 for numerous violations and charged with DWI.
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Glover, Strauss Join SP Council;
Fireworks Over Appointments
spur downtown development. “Perhaps with a new configuration of our
township council, we will be able to
overcome previous obstacles and
work together with businesses and
landlords for the betterment of our
entire township, whether it takes the

fall election campaign, would remain
in his position “for many years to
SCOTCH PLAINS — Two Democome. However, when it is time for
crats joined the township council on
you to leave, it is my steadfast desire
Tuesday as Mayor Martin Marks
that it will be on your terms.” The
called for continued progress on
mayor added that he would “also do
ballfield development, the designaeverything in my power, and I do
tion of a site for a senior
mean everything,” to ensure
citizens center and the “resthat whenever Mr. Atkins deurrection” of efforts to revicides to retire, “that it will be
talize the central business
on your terms.”
district.
Brian Levine was reapAt the council’s reorgapointed as township attorney,
nization meeting, Kevin
while Thomas Russo was
Glover and Jeffrey Strauss,
named municipal prosecutor
who were elected in Noand Casey Woodruff was apvember, were sworn into
pointed public defender.
office. They became the first
Councilmen Glover and
Democrats on the fiveStrauss said they would vote
member governing body in
against the reappointment of
four years. Mr. Glover told
Lawrence Woodruff as assisthe standing-room-only autant township attorney. Mr.
dience that the 2006 elecStrauss said he felt “the aption “was about you and
pointment process should be
Greg Ryan for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
your desire to have a better OATH OF OFFICE...Above, new Scotch Plains Councilman more inclusive with regard to
David Samsky for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
community,” and pledged Jeffrey Strauss takes the oath of office at Tuesday’s reorganiza- certain appointments.” Mayor
to “be a representative of tion meeting, with son, Benjamin, and wife, Angelique, right. Marks, noting that “we are SWEARING TO SERVE...Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr administers the oath of office to the members of the borough’s
all our neighbors.” Mr. Below, U.S. Attorney for New Jersey Chris Christie, right, swears not building a government volunteer fire department. From left, Chief Dave Ziegler, Assistant Chief John Piccola, Captain Steve Szanto, Lieutenant
Strauss called Scotch Plains in returning Councilwoman Nancy Malool, pictured with daugh- from scratch,” said those be- Frank Dietl and Lieutenant Bruce Padulski, swear to serve the community.
“a wonderful town that ters Amanda and Emily. Her husband, Paul, is not pictured.
ing appointed were named
could be made a lot better.”
“because they have served reU.S. Attorney Christomarkably well.”
pher Christie swore in
Mr. Strauss said he did not
Councilwoman Nancy
have any specific nominees
Malool, who was re-elected
in mind for the assistant
to a second term in Novemtownship attorney post. But
By STEVEN REILLY
ber.
Councilwoman
through,” Ms. Dolce said. “We are 22 percent of our community,” Mayor
Mr. Glover said that, in an
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
Paulette Coronato was
making progress and I would like to Mahr said. “We need to offer them
effort “to bring further biunanimously chosen to be
FANWOOD — Mayor Colleen see more done.”
partisanship to our townprograms that bring them out of the
deputy mayor for 2007.
Mr. Valian joined Ms. Dolce and house and back into our community,
ship,” he had suggested last Mahr swore new Councilman David
In his remarks, Mayor
month that Ken Lipstein, the Valian and returning Councilwoman the mayor and council on the dais for a community that they helped deMarks, after summing up
fine.”
Democratic Party chairman, Donna Dolce, who won election to a the first time at the special meeting.
the accomplishments of
“I have some learning to do,” Mr.
The mayor highlighted economic
and Richard Samuel, the second three-year term in November,
2006, enumerated priorities
former Democratic cam- into office at Monday’s borough coun- Valian said. “There is a routine to get development as a significant issue in
for the new year and the
used to. It will be a learning process, the improvement of the quality of life
paign manager, be consid- cil reorganization meeting.
new council. He said upToni Dolce, Ms. Dolce’s niece, but I am proud to be here serving my for Fanwood residents.
ered for the position.
grades to the southside firehouse field form of a SID or not.”
“Economic development is the en“The Democratic chairman and opened the meeting with a strong community.”
Mr. Valian began his community gine that drives our ratable base and
and to Brookside Park “are definitely
Addressing the coming municipal the Democratic campaign manager,” performance of the “Star Spangled
on the radar,” and he promised that budget deliberations, the mayor noted Mayor Marks responded, in a man- Banner.” The classically trained singer service as a youth coach with the plays a significant role in our quality
neighborhood input will be taken into that most local costs are mandated by ner that Mr. Samuel later called came from her home in Manhattan to Scotch Plains-Fanwood PAL football of life,” she said. “This has been a real
consideration before actual develop- higher levels of government or by “snide,” before moving forward on help welcome her aunt to a second league, as well as with baseball and priority of mine and I am proud of the
YMCA programs. His wife, Michele, accomplishments we saw this past
ment occurs. He asked those resi- employee contracts. The “relatively the party line vote to reappoint Mr. term on the dais.
“My aunt was the one who encour- and four children joined him at the year.”
dents “to be cognizant of the recre- small” amount of discretionary spend- Woodruff. After the meeting, Mr.
ational upgrades that their families ing, he said, needs to be used judi- Samuel told The Scotch Plains- aged me to go after a singing career,” podium as he took his oath of office.
The mayor pointed to the new connow enjoy in neighborhoods other ciously “to provide the things that the Fanwood Times that Mr. Woodruff she said. “She will be a great member Fanwood resident and Union County struction on South Avenue and the
Freeholder Al Mirabella was also in improvements to Martine Avenue
than their own. We also ask our citi- citizens of Scotch Plains ought to have. had donated money to the Republi- of this council.”
Ms. Dolce said she sought a second attendance to support his friend.
zens to take the altruistic approach Our children should have ample recre- can campaign last year.
businesses.
“Al (Mirabella) was one of the rea“These initiatives have been done
and also keep in mind what is best for ational facilities in which to play. Our
Mr. Christie, Assemblywoman term to continue the progress that
Scotch Plains as a whole.”
seniors should have a quality venue Linda Stender, Freeholder Alexander was made in the downtown redevel- sons I am here. He saw my yearning every step of the way by working
to serve my community,” Mr. Valian with, not against, property owners,”
The mayor said establishing a site for meetings and other activities. Our Mirabella and six former mayors — opment program.
“We accomplished an extraordi- said. “So, with my wife’s permission, Mayor Mahr said. “I have said many
for a senior citizens center needs to residents should desire that their local Geri Samuel, Joan Papen, Robert
take precedence over further ballfield government acquire and protect open Johnston, William McClintock, Gabe nary amount of work over the past we pushed forward to get here today.” times that Fanwood has taken the
Mayor Mahr swore in members of road less traveled with its approach to
development. He backed the idea of a spaces whenever possible. Our library Spera and Mauro Checchio — also three years and there are still a number of things I would like to see the Fanwood Volunteer Fire Depart- developing the downtown. It is an
center at the former Sevell/Ponde- should be a state-of-the-art facility attended the 75-minute meeting.
ment and the Fanwood Rescue Squad approach that works for us and the
rosa property, which was purchased available to citizens of all ages for
during the meeting.
vision our community has for itself.”
by Union County.
discovery and exploration.”
“Our police department works day
Property taxes are always an issue,
Calling his 2004 vote against the
The mayor singled out Township
in and day out on our behalf, making the mayor said, and Fanwood has had
establishment of a Special Improve- Manager Thomas Atkins for praise,
sure our quality of life in Fanwood the lowest municipal property tax inment District (SID) for the down- calling him “perhaps the pre-eminent
remains what we expect it to be,” the creases in Union County.
town business district “one of my municipal manager in this state.” He
By KATHY MARQUES
Iraq today are 3,000, so let’s hope for mayor said. “To our fire department
“In these tough economic times,
biggest regrets,” Mayor Marks called said he hoped Mr. Atkins, who was
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
a speedy return of our troops and that and rescue squad – we thank you for being a mayor is not always easy. I
for a “resurrection” of an initiative to criticized by Democrats during the
GARWOOD – Borough Mayor 2007 will bring a brighter year.”
volunteering all the hours you do.”
feel the burden of the property tax
Dennis McCarthy was sworn in New
Mayor McCarthy recognized
She closed the meeting with her issue as we head into a new fiscal
Year’s Day by Municipal Clerk Chris- former councilman Damian Mitchell State of the Borough address, which year,” the mayor said. “This council
tina Ariemma for a second four-year “for his time and service he has dedi- touched on the past year’s accom- will be very thorough and sensitive to
term, Councilwoman Kathleen cated to Garwood. He first ran for plishments and looked towards 2007. you, the taxpayer, as we head into
Villaggio was sworn in for another council in 1994, served until 1997
“Great things, both large and small, these discussions.”
three-year term and Keith Sluka took and ran again in 2000 and 2003, serv- have been happening all over
She said shared services with Scotch
the oath for his first three-year term ing until the end of his term in De- Fanwood,” she said. “Regardless of Plains and the county would be looked
as a councilman.
cember of 2006. We thank him for the the size, I have tried to make sure that at as a way to keep municipal costs
Mayor McCarthy swore in newly first-rate work he did for the people they all have a common goal – to down. She said grants, county proappointed Fire Chief
of Garwood.”
continue to ensure Fanwood is a vi- grams and state funds would be used
Edward Silver, Jr., a
Councilman Walter brant suburban community that re- to make improvements to the borough’s
Westfield firefighter
Tucker congratulated spects its past while carefully creat- roads and walkways in 2007.
and the son of former
Mr. Sluka: “Welcome ing its future.”
She announced plans for the renoFire Chief Edward
aboard. We know you
Senior citizens took a leading role vation of the Patricia M. Kuran CulSilver, Sr. This is the
will perform to the in community affairs last year with the tural Arts Center and the dedication
first father and son to
high standards we all opening of an improved Forest Road of a Fanwood museum in the historic
both serve as fire chief
perform to.”
Park facility that hosts the 100-mem- Community Center at the Fanwood
in Garwood’s history.
Mayor McCarthy ber Fanwood Senior Citizens Club.
Train Station.
“[Mr. Silver] has
said, “Keith’s prob“The time has come to do more for
“To have the history of our town
served on the departlem-solving abilities (local senior citizens), who represent
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
ment
since
1984,
and
and
fresh
perspective
Greg Ryan for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
his family has a long
on the issues that the
PROUD MOMENT...New Scotch Plains Councilman Kevin Glover, center, poses
history of service with
council face will be
with his son, Kenneth, and wife, Joanne, after his swearing-in at Tuesday night’s
the borough. We anbeneficial to all.”
council reorganization meeting.
ticipate the quality of
The mayor thanked
David Samsky for The Scotch PlainsFanwood Times Ms. Ariemma, who not
his leadership to be
UNDER
OATH...Garwood
outstanding,” Mayor Municipal Clerk Christina only serves as editor
McCarthy said.
Ariemma, right, swears in of the “Just the Facts”
Mayor McCarthy Mayor Dennis McCarthy for his newsletter but is also
asked audience mem- second term in office.
in charge of maintainBy TED RITTER
ing the Garwood
creases implemented in 2006, say- bers to “keep in your
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
ing, “We are not seeing any reduction thoughts and prayers the men and website, and to the administrator’s
women on our home land and over- office staff, who “are a team the ‘flies
MOUNTAINSIDE — Continuing in state spending.”
a tradition that now spans 111 years,
The mayor said the state’s recent seas who are fighting to protect our under the radar’ at times, but are the
Mayor Robert Viglianti and the bor- emphasis on sharing municipal ser- freedom and advance the freedom of main reason why so many important
borough tasks are completed on time
ough council held the governing vices to cut costs is nothing new in the others.”
Councilman William Schadewald and to perfection, because of their
body’s annual reorganization meet- borough. “Mountainside has been
ing Tuesday night.
sharing services for over 25 years,” congratulated Ms. Villaggio, the coun- dedication to the tasks.”
The mayor thanked the first aid
The meeting, which drew a crowd he said, noting that many borough cil president for 2006, stating, “Your
that overflowed into the hallway of officials also work part-time. “These strong leadership, commitment to squad for “their services to the borDavid Samsky for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
the municipal building, included ap- are major tax savings with no loss of Garwood and big heart is immeasur- ough, including reinstating the ‘Vial
for Life’ program. The program pro- INAUGURAL TERM...Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr, left, swears in new
pearances by Assemblyman Jon oversight or services. Another major able.”
The council named Charles vides free large pill bottles, which are councilman David Valian, as his wife Michele and four children, Rock, David, Jr.,
Bramnick and State Senator Tom tax savings is that no member of [the]
Jamie and Jack, look on.
Kean, Jr., (both LD-22, Westfield). governing body or any board mem- Lombardo as council president for meant to contain a person’s medical
PAGE INDEX
history and medications, which is
Police, fire and borough officials were ber receives health coverage, pen- 2007.
He continued, “Let us not forget useful if a person is in medical need Regional ........ 2-3
also on hand.
sions or a salary.”
Obituary ........ 8
Real Estate .... 11-16
In his annual address, Mayor
Mr. Kean later told The Scotch the recent passing of President Ford. and not able to provide crucial medi- Editorial ........ 4
Education ...... 9, 18
Classifieds .... 17
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
I believe, as of today, the losses in
Viglianti criticized state-level tax inCommunity ... 6-7
Sports ............ 11-16
A&E .............. 19-20
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
By FRED T. ROSSI
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Page 10

The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES

Thursday, January 4, 2007

Mountainside Reorganization
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Plains-Fanwood Times that
Mountainside’s example shows that
the idea of “bigger is better is not
always right” and that “real property
tax reduction can be accomplished at
the local level.”
Mayor Viglianti said for 2007,
Mountainside “has already been given
mandated tax increases of over
$200,000; this is before we even start
our own budget or start to do anything
more for our residents, our taxpayers.”
The mayor said that, despite the
mandated increases placed on
Mountainside, the borough “accomplished an awful lot” in 2006.
Specifically, he pointed to road reconstruction, the lighting of four recreation fields, a new water slide at the
municipal pool, improvements to the
borough’s website and a new GPS
system for the police department’s
dispatch operations.
Mayor Viglianti also highlighted
the successful completion of the second phase of a lawsuit stemming from
the Union County Regional High
School District’s 1996 dissolution.
The mayor said, “The total amount
received by our board of education
from this suit now totals over $8.5
million.”
Looking ahead at his 20th year in
office, Mayor Viglianti said the borough council “still recognizes that
there is a need for a community center and also knows the desires of
many of our seniors to remain in town
with some type of senior housing.”
He indicated that such programs are
“being actively investigated” and his
administration “may present some
concepts to you in the very near future.”
Also at Tuesday night’s reorganization meeting, Councilmen William
Lane and Robert Messler – both of
whom ran unopposed in November –
were sworn in (to their second and
third terms, respectively) by municipal Judge James DeRose, who previously took his oath of office for another term.
Councilman Keith Turner was
elected president of the borough council, replacing Paul Mirabelli.
Mr. Mirabelli praised Mayor
Viglianti’s leadership. “Certainly, he
makes the job of councilman much
easier,” he said of the mayor, who
responded that the borough’s successes “could not be done without the
council we have.”
Mayor Viglianti said the council
doesn’t “have egos and [is] not here
for political reasons; [the councilmen] are here because they really
care about the community.”
Tuesday night’s meeting also included police department commendations, the promotion of Sergeant
Richard Weigele to lieutenant and
the swearing in of a new patrolman
and the entire eight-man fire department.
Other key borough appointments
include: John Post, borough attorney; Frank Sahaj, municipal prosecutor; James Debbie, part-time borough administrator and police chief;
Martha DeJesus, borough clerk;
Patricia Scherer, tax collector; Mike
Disko, borough engineer; Suplee
Clooney and Company, borough auditor/financial advisor, and
Bollinger Insurance, borough insurance agent.
Additional appointments were:
Ronald Romak, public works schedule coordinator; Stephanie Trano,
acting zoning and land use officer;
George McGrath, construction code
official; Jill Goode, chief financial
officer; Frank Massella, director of
recreation/municipal pool administrator; Adam Lieb, assistant recreation director/municipal pool administrator; Eldo Magnani, tax assessor;
Ruth Rees, planning board recording

a picture is worth
a thousand words
find reorganization
meeting photos at

goleader.com/
photos

secretary, and Vincent Loughlin, planning board attorney.
Other appointments included the
following: Paulette Drogon, senior
citizens coordinator; Lillian Corsi,
local assistance director (Town of
Westfield); public works crew members Robert Farley, Richard Neri,
Thomas Root, Oscar Cardona, and
Horacio Colell; Michael Debbie,
cable television coordinator; Angelo
Rossi, plumbing inspector, and Jerry
Eger, building sub-code official. Also,
Neil Williams, Jr. was named chief of
the borough’s volunteer fire department.
The borough council’s standing
committees have been organized as
follows: Police – Mr. Turner, chairman, Mr. Mirabelli and Glen
Mortimer; Solid Waste/Recycling –
Mr. Mortimer, chairman, Mr.
Mirabelli and Mr. Messler; Recreation – Mr. Turner, chairman, Mr.
Mirabelli and Mr. Lane; Channel 35 –
Mr. Mirabelli, chairman, Mr. Lane
and Mr. Turner.
Council liaisons are: planning
board, Mr. Messler; board of health,
Mr. Schon; board of education, Mr.
Mirabelli; library, Mr. Mortimer; rescue squad, Mr. Lane; board of tax
appeals, Mr. Messler; emergency
management, Mr. Turner; local assistance, Mr. Turner; board of tax
assessors, Mr. Messler; construction
board of appeals, Mr. Messler; shade
tree, Mr. Schon; historic preservation committee, Mr. Mortimer, and
Children’s Specialized Hospital, Mr.
Mortimer.
The borough council’s monthly
work session meeting is Tuesday,
January 9; its regular monthly meeting is Tuesday, January 16.

‘C’ IS FOR COOKIE…Children in the Jump Start Pre-Kindergarten classes at
Brunner and Evergreen elementary schools in Scotch Plains baked gingerbread
cookies for families of the Interfaith Council for the Homeless of Union County.
Above, Brunner students Christopher McArdle, Sabrina Cruz and William
Watson display a tray of cookies that they helped to make.

Fanwood Reorganization
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

housed in a building that has played a
major role in the creation of Fanwood is
something we should be proud of,”
Mayor Mahr said. “Anyone that may
have items they wish to donate to the
museum should contact Borough Hall.”
Borough Appointments
Among the mayor’s appointments
were: Library Board of Trustees (oneyear term), Mayor’s Representative,
Councilwoman Katherine Mitchell
and Councilman Bruce Walsh; Shared
Services Coordinating Council,
Mayor Mahr and Councilman Walsh;
Union County Community Development Revenue Sharing Committee,
(one-year term) Mayor Mahr;
Mayor’s Alternate Representative,
William Populus; council represen-

Greg Ryan for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SERVICE RECOGNIZED…The Westfield Police Department and PBA Local
90 recently held its awards ceremony. Pictured, standing in the back, from left to
right, are: Officers Preston Freeman, Frank Moya, Jason Carter, Joseph Martino,
John Tango, Marcin Kapka, James Stivale and Frank Padovano; seated, Officers
Donald Perkins, Nicole Stivale and Leonard Lugo.

Garwood Reorganization
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cal information.”
The DPW was also congratulated
on “their great job of clearing the snow
and ice that fell during the great blizzard in February. They also assisted in
planting 188 new trees throughout the
town. We appreciate all the hard work
they do for us,” Mayor McCarthy said.
In other business, the following
people were appointed to a one-year
term: borough attorney, Robert
Renaud; bonding attorney Steven
Rogut; borough auditor, Robert
Cagnassola of Westfield-based
Suplee, Clooney & Co.; treasurer,
Sue Wright; municipal court prosecutor, Steven Merman; municipal
court public defender, Edward Cooper; municipal court administrator,
Martha Marino; deputy court administrator, Anita Ruscansky; recycling
coordinator and superintendent of the
Department of public works,
Frederick Corbitt; assistant fire chief,
Wayne Frew, and superintendent of
fire apparatus, Leonard Spina.
Donald Guarriello was appointed
to a three-year term as borough engineer and Councilwoman Villaggio
was appointed to a year-long council
liaison to the planning board. Appointed to one-year terms as school
crossing guards, were Diane Cerillo,
Teresa Cuccaro, Linda Knierim, Janet
Korinchak, Stefan Motycjka, Rosemary Snow, Kyren Reed, Theodore
Woodruff, Matilda Froat, Margaret
Staba and alternates Doug Knierim,
Dennis Clark and Suzanne Granberg.
Mayor McCarthy also appointed

Emmit Garner, Thomas Popola, Joseph Ragonese, Thomas Spera and
Rocky Venturo to two-year terms on
the board of appeals; Rose Stoj and
Joan VanNatta to three-year terms on
the board of health; Carol White to a
five-year term on the library board of
trustees; Kelly Dunn for a five-year
term on the recreation commission and
Chris LaSpina to a four-year unexpired
term on the recreation commission.
Michelle Abbaticola, Claudia
Berrios, Joe Carney, Kathleen Carney,
Thomas Englese, Betty Galdi, Linda
Heath, Diane Killmer, Anne Leonard,
Melissa Mehalick, Lori Napolitano,
Bruce Paterson, Jackie Petruzzelli, Mel
Shea, Chris Taylor and Debbie Walsh
were all appointed to the celebrations
committee for one-year terms. Theresa
Janasee, Sam Rocco, Debbie McCarthy,
Barbara Tweedle, John Zultanky and
Sue Baron were appointed to a oneyear terms on the Garwood Municipal
Alliance.
The following people were appointed to a one-year term on the
emergency management council:
deputy coordinator, Len DiStefano;
Police Chief William Legg; Dr. E.
Calcara, first aid; John Drone, public
information officer; Emmett Garner,
shelter coordinator; radiological officer, Thomas Spera; technical advisor, Paul Josewitch, and business representative Joseph Ragonese.
Mayor McCarthy wished a special
happy birthday to Victoria Napolitano,
who turned seven years old. She was
the first baby in Garwood to be born
on New Year’s Day in 2000.
The first council meeting for the
year will be held on Tuesday, January
9, at 7 p.m.

tative, James Dozier; Union County
Transportation Advisory Committee
(one-year term) Mayor’s Representative, Jack Molenaar; Raritan Valley
Rail Coalition; (one-year term) Jack
Molenaar; Union County Cultural
And Heritage Programs Advisory
Board, (one-year term) Adele Kenny
and Tom Plante, alternate.
Other appointments were Solid
Waste Advisory Council, (one-year
term) Public Works Director Clinton
Dicksen and Robert Sommerich, alternate representative; Cultural Arts
Committee, Councilwoman Mitchell,
Adele Kenny, chairman; Robert
Chang, Raj Dpgra, Carol Oakes, Tom
Plante, and George Weiss; Communications/Volunteerism 35 Committee, Council President Donna Dolce,
Council Liaison; Nick Buteus,
Victoria Cook, Joan Feller, chairwoman; Pat Hoynes, Rosemarie
McCallion, Michael Prasada, John
Mooney, Joseph Nagy, Mr.
Sommerich and Mr. Weiss.
Historic Preservation Commission
(four-year term) Mr. Nagy and Edward Groskinsky; Library Board of
Trustees, Lisa Hayes and Patricia
Plante; Recreation Commission, Joan
Feller (five-year term); mayor’s appointments to boards and commissions, Assessment Commission (oneyear term), Mr. Nagy, Mr. Weiss and
Mr. Populus; Environmental Commission (three-year term), Elaine
Vuono and Sandra Redder; Planning
Board, Mr. Molenaar (four-year term)
and Kevin St. Onge, (one-year term);
Shade Tree Commission (five-year
term), Steve Falco, chairman, (oneyear term) and Earl Phillips.
The council standing committees
are as follows: administrative and finance, Ms. Mitchell, chairman; Joan
Wheeler and Donna Dolce; public
safety, Mr. Walsh, Ms. Wheeler, and
Mr. Valian; public works, Ms. Dolce,
Joseph Higgins, and Ms. Mitchell;
land use and historic preservation,
Mr. Valian, chairman; Mr. Higgins
and Ms. Dolce; recreation and community services, Mr. Higgins, Mr.
Valian, and Mr. Walsh; health and
senior services, Ms. Wheeler, Ms.
Mitchell, and Mr. Walsh.
Borough officials for 2007 are as
follows: administrator, Eleanor
McGovern; chief financial officer,
Fred Tomkins; borough attorney,
Dennis Estis; borough engineer, Joseph Pryor; municipal judge, Susan
MacMullen; Lara DiFabrizio, borough prosecutor; public defender and
court administrator, Joy Veeck; deputy
court administrator, Donna Zucker;
tax collector, Colleen Huehn; tax assessor, Michael Ross; public agent,
Ms. McGovern; official assessment
searcher, Ms. McGovern; police chief,
Donald Domanoski; fire chief, David
Ziegler; public works director, Mr.
Dicksen; officer in charge, bureau of
fire prevention/deputy chief fire official, Thomas Scalera; c-2 collections
systems operator, Mr. Pryor; zoning
officer/public officer, Nancy
Koederitz; personnel director, Ms.
McGovern; municipal alliance representatives, Ms. Mitchell and Mr.
Domanoski; construction official,
building sub code official and building inspector, Bruce Helmstetter; fire
sub code official, Frank Oberlies; recycling coordinator, Mary Appezzato.
Fanwood’s special officer, Jack Ross;
school crossing guards, Edward Frame,
James Brewer, Alan Frey, Vincent Krey,
Sigmund Mruczinski, Marge Pate; subs,
Joseph Fantini and Lynn Sorf; and,
registered nurse Ms. Mitchell.

CIVIL UNIONS
ARE NOW THE LAW
Governor Jon Corzine has just signed into law new
Legislation establishing CIVIL UNIONS. It is important
to know that your rights can be protected by a pre-Civil
Union Agreement (similar to the often utilized pre-Marital
Agreement) prior to your entering into a Civil Union.
Should you have any questions about what this means to
you, the Cranford Law Firm of Dughi & Hewit, P.C. is
pleased to announce that Mario C. Gurrieri, Esq. Chair of
its Family Law Department, Richard A. Outhwaite, Esq.
and Lisa Stein-Browning, Esq., will provide a free office
conference so that your rights may be explained your
questions answered in connection with Civil Unions and
preceding agreements.

Call (908) 272-0200
Dughi & Hewit, P.C.
340 North Avenue
Cranford, NJ 07016
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SUSPECT WANTED...The
Westfield Police Department
(WPD) has released the following composite of a suspect wanted
for an alleged sexual assault of a
Westfield High School male
freshman that occurred in September in a WHS boy’s bathroom at 11 a.m. during school
hours. Police said the suspect allegedly pulled out a small knife,
described as a switchblade, and
lured the victim into a bathroom
stall, where the attack occurred.
The suspect is described as an
Hispanic male, 30 to 40 years
old, 5-feet, 10- inches tall, 175
pounds with a medium build,
black hair, brown eyes and an
olive skin complexion. The suspect is said to have been wearing
dirty blue jeans and a dark green
pocket-tee shirt and spoke clear
English. Police said the family
notified police of the attack two
weeks ago when victim told his
parents. Anyone with information is asked to call the WPD at
(908) 789-4000, extension 0.

POLICE BLOTTER
Westfield
Saturday, December 23, Randy
Majocha, 24, of Westfield was arrested and charged with driving while
intoxicated (DWI) after a motor vehicle stop at Boulevard and Park
Street. He was issued a summons and
held until sober for release.
Saturday, December 23, Thomas
Hanscom, 24, of Westfield was arrested at Westfield police headquarters and charged with DWI and refusal to submit to an Alcotest.
Hanscom later was released to a responsible individual.
Saturday, December 23, Jesse
Brown, 20, of North Plainfield was
arrested at North and Dudley Avenues and charged with possession of
less than 50 grams of marijuana. He
was released with a summons.
Sunday, December 24, Karsten
Moen, 45, of Redmond, Wash. and
charged with aggravated assault for
allegedly throwing bodily fluid at a
law enforcement officer.
Authorities said Moen spat in the
officer’s face as he was being transported from Harrow Road to
Muhlenberg Regional Medical Center
in Plainfield for an involuntary psychological examination. He was committed to the hospital for evaluation.
Monday, December 25, a resident
of the 1000 block of East Broad Street
reported that the driver’s side window of his motor vehicle was broken
during the early morning hours that
day while the vehicle was parked in
the driveway of his home.
Monday, December 25, a Scotch
Plains resident reported that a window was broken on his motor vehicle
while it was parked in a driveway of
the 100 block of Brightwood Avenue.
Tuesday, December 26, a business
on the 100 block of Central Avenue
reported the theft of $430 worth of
cologne as a result of an apparent
shoplifting. Store employees observed obvious vacancies of merchandise from the shelves.
Tuesday, December 26, Guillermo
Lagos, 61, of Tobyhanna, Pa. was
arrested on an outstanding $2,500
Newark warrant during a motor vehicle stop at South Avenue and Crossway Place. Lagos posted bail and was
released.
Wednesday, December 27, during
a motor vehicle stop at Lamberts Mill
and Dorian Roads, police arrested
Joseph Bartolotta, 21, of Scotch Plains
on a charge of possession of less than
50 grams of marijuana and Dustin
Jefferson, 22, of Fanwood on a charge
of possession of drug paraphernalia.
Both were released on their own recognizance with a summons.
Thursday, December 28, Christian
Patterson, 18, of Westfield was arrested during a motor vehicle stop at
Dudley Avenue and Clark Street and
charged with DWI. He was released
to a responsible individual.
Thursday, December 28, Rae Ann
Watson, 30, of Rahway was arrested
on Central Avenue on charges of theft
by deception and forgery. According
to police, in November, Watson allegedly took out a credit card in someone else’s name, with which she made
purchases. She also allegedly registered a motor vehicle in the victim’s
name and received parking tickets.
Watson was released with a summons pending a court appearance.
Thursday, December 28, Ann A.
Morgan, 54, of Woodbridge was arrested at the East Brunswick Police
Department on a Westfield traffic
warrant. She later was released on
$350 bail.

Friday, December 29, Nicole
Carscadden, 22, of Cranford was arrested on Dudley Avenue near Forest
Avenue and charged with possession
of drug paraphernalia. She was released with a summons.
Friday, December 29, Angela A.
Podias, 25, of Springfield was arrested and charged with DWI after
her motor vehicle left the roadway
and traveled up on the lawn of a
residence at East Broad Street and
Gallows Hill Road. Podias was issued two summonses and released to
her mother.
Friday, December 29, William
Whitney, 51, of Westfield was arrested on Dartmoor Street on a nobail Union County Sheriff’s Department warrant. He was turned over to
the sheriff’s department.
Friday, December 29, Kenneth Majors, 32, of Scotch Plains was arrested
on Alden Avenue in Scotch Plains and
charged with DWI. He was released to
a responsible individual.
Scotch Plains
Tuesday, December 26, a resident
of Terrill Road reported being someone obtained her credit card information and made several hundred dollars worth of unauthorized purchases.
Thursday, December 28, Lance
McNeill, 22, of Plainfield was arrested for an outstanding South
Plainfield warrant per a motor vehicle stop.
Friday, December 29, Steven
Hawthorne, 26, of Irvington was arrested for an outstanding Scotch Plains
warrant after a motor vehicle stop.
Saturday, December 30, a resident
of Myrtle Avenue reported someone
caused damage to his front lawn.
Monday, January 1, a resident of
Henry Street reported that he returned
home and noticed damage to the back
door. Entrance was not gained and
nothing was reported missing, police
said.
Fanwood
Saturday, December 23, a resident
of Hunter Avenue reported someone
cut the wire of his outdoor Christmas
lights.
Tuesday, December 26, Dorothy
M. Dallah, 66, of Scotch Plains was
arrested following a motor vehicle
stop on Terrill Road for an outstanding Livingston warrant.
Saturday, December 30, a resident
of Glenwood Road reported someone scratched his vehicle while it was
parked on the street.
Sometime between Friday, December 29, and Sunday, December 31, a
resident of Martine Avenue reported
someone threw clementines at her
house and car.
Mountainside
Thursday, December 21, Rodney
W. Johnson, 38, of Piscataway was
transported from the Union County
Police Department on an active warrant from Mountainside for $300.
Thursday, December 28, Anthony
N. Malczanek, 21, of Scotch Plains
was arrested following a motor vehicle stop for speeding and charged
with possession of drug paraphernalia and possession of less than 50
grams of marijuana.
Sunday, December 31, Mark A.
Grillo, 36, of Toms River was found
asleep behind the wheel of his vehicle and after further investigation
was arrested for driving while intoxicated.
Monday, January 1, Carlos F. Rios,
27, of Elizabeth was arrested following a motor vehicle stop on Route 22
for numerous violations and charged
with DWI.
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Prudential Awards Volunteer
Grants to Area Organizations
NEWARK – Prudential awarded
$1,000 to the North Jersey Sea Scout
Squadron, Ship 243 because Deidre
Buchner of Roselle, a project manager for the company, dedicated 780
hours to the squadron in 2005. As
secretary, her responsibilities included communicating with the crew,
handling parental permission slips,
securing tour permits and answering
letters from the public regarding the
program.
The North Jersey Sea Scout Squadron promotes citizenship, improves
members’ boating skills and knowledge of maritime heritage.
The Soccer Club of Cranford received $1,000 from the company because insurance agent Hank Di Iorio
of Cranford volunteered 200 hours to
the soccer club in 2005. Since 1991,
he has served as the executive vice
president and chairman of the scholarship committee. The Soccer Club
of Cranford organizes, sponsors and
administers teams, competitions and
programs to promote soccer competence, sportsmanship and enjoyment.
The Girl Scouts of Washington
Rock Council received $1,000 from
Prudential because Nancy Faulks of
Roselle, a systems consultant, dedicated 250 hours to the Girl Scouts in
2005, as troop leader for senior troop
776.
She also served the Roselle Girl
Scouts, where she was responsible
for community activities for the
troops. She coordinated a spaghetti
dinner fundraiser, food drive, holiday
caroling for the community tree lighting, swim night and the annual par-

Genealogical Software
Topic For Meeting
WESTFIELD – Larry Fermi will
speak to the Genealogical Society of
the West Fields on Saturday, January
13, at 10 a.m. in the Westfield Memorial Library Program Room, 550 East
Broad Street, on the subject of genealogical software. He will discuss what
features are available, their cost and
whether they will run on Windows or
Macintosh. The lecture will include
practical demonstrations of several
programs.
Mr. Fermi, a member of the
Monmouth County Genealogical Society, has spoken at national conferences and, since 1989, has performed
in depth family history research with
a focus on European immigration during the peak periods of the 19th and
early 20th centuries. He belongs to
many professional groups and has
appeared on CNN and Public Radio.
The public is invited and refreshments will be served. For additional
information call Elizabeth Youngs at
(908) 276-7104.

ent/daughter dinner. She was one of
five delegates for the Washington
Rock Council to attend the National
Girl Scout Convention in October
2005.
Clark Pop Warner Football received $1,000 from the company
because Evan Murray of Clark, security operations, contributed 640
volunteer hours to the group in 2005
as the executive board secretary. He
was responsible for maintaining
records correspondence on behalf of
the group. He served as the league’s
equipment manager and assisted with
the home game activities, including
setting up yard markers, admission
gates, announcing booth and concession stand. Mr. Murray was head
coach of one Pee Wee level football
team.
The mission of the Pop Warner
Little Scholars is to enable children
to benefit from participation in team
sports and activities in a safe and
structured environment.
The Plainfield P.A.L. Tsunami
Track Club received $1,000 from the
company because Kevin Turner of
Plainfield, a systems analysis, volunteered more than 400 hours to the
club as assistant coach. He designed
workouts, scheduled meets, procured
uniforms and solicited sponsorship.
He secured new uniforms in 2005
from Johnson & Johnson. Mr. Turner
also served as the meet director for
the USATF Jr. Olympic Preliminary
meet, which the club hosts every year.
The Plainfield P.A.L. Tsunami
Track Club serves youth between
five and 17 years old grow, encourages individual growth and development; instills character, confidence
and self-esteem; and promotes camaraderie, sportsmanship and ethical behavior.

Tri-County Red Cross
To Hold CPR Courses
AREA – The Tri-County Chapter
of the American Red Cross has revealed its schedule of upcoming CPR
courses.
First Aid with CPR/AED-Adult
CPR, Child CPR and Infant CPR will
be held on Saturday, January 6, and
Saturday, January 20, from 8:30 a.m.
to 6 p.m. Some or all portions of the
course may be taken at either session.
The first session will be held at the
American Red Cross office at 332
West Front Street in Plainfield, while
the second will take place at the Red
Cross office at 16 Jefferson Avenue in
Elizabeth.
Standard First Aid with CPR/AEDAdult will be offered on Thursday,
January 18, from 8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m.
at the American Red Cross office at
16 Jefferson Avenue in Elizabeth.

Your IRS News

IRS Notes Help Available for
New Law Signed in December
Gregg Semanick, Local IRS Office, Springfield

COUNTY GIVING...The employees of C.R. Bard located in Murray Hill gave
$127,000 this year to the Union cCunty United Way. Pictured, left to right, are
Linda Hrevnack, Bard Community Affairs; Kevin Phoenix, Bard Facilities Dir.;
James Horne, Jr., CEO of United Way of Greater Union County and Nancy
Tringali, Exec. Dir. of Community Health Charities.

BARD Giving Generates
$222,400 in Charity
COUNTY — The employees at C.
R. Bard, Inc. helped the company to
new heights in philanthropic giving.
Bard’s 2005-2006 Workplace Giving
Campaign generated $126,954 in
employee donations to support the
United Way (UWUC) and Community Health Charities (CHC). The
company conducted other fundraisers
and matched employee donations to
achieve a total donation of $255,547.
This year’s campaign resulted in a
14.8 percent increase over last year,
with a 71 percent employee giving rate.
“Bard and its employees have always shown a strong commitment to
caring for the people of our community,” said James Horne, Jr., chief executive officer of United Way of Greater
Union County. “In addition to its annual Workplace Giving Campaign,
Bard is always quick to organize volun-
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&

WESTFIELD – The Optimist Club
of Westfield encourages area students
to expound on the phrase “I Want to
Make a Difference Because…” as
part of the Optimist International
Essay Contest for 2007.
The contest is open to students in
grades 10, 11 and 12 who are under
19 years of age as of December 31 of
the current school year. Applications
and essays must be submitted no later
than Wednesday, January 10.
Non-members of the Optimist Club
will judge the essays based on the
above theme and determine one winner. The winner will receive a prize of
$250 and the winning essay will be
sent to the district level.
Essays will be judged at the district
level; each district will send top entries
to the international level. College scholarships are available for top winners at
the district and international levels.

Carter Brey
cello

Guest Artists
David Shifrin
André-Michel Schub
clarinet

teers for community projects, food
drives and other activities to help meet
urgent needs in our area.”
UWUC supports more than 100
programs for county children and
youth, people with disabilities, seniors, families in crisis, and the hungry and homeless. Its 2-1-1 helpline
connects callers with community resources and human services. For more
information on UWUC, call (908)
353-7171 or visit uwguc.org.
CHC is a workplace giving program devoted exclusively to health
— researching cures, preventing disease, aiding people with disabilities
and promoting healthier lives.
C. R. Bard, Inc. (crbard.com), headquartered in Murray Hill, is a multinational business of medical technologies in vascular, urology, oncology and surgical specialty products.

WF Optimist Club Sponsors
Student Essay Contest

CHAMBER
MUSIC
SERIES

Ani Kavaﬁan
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piano

Mozart Trio for Clarinet, Viola & Piano
Fauré Sonata in A for Violin & Piano
Brahms Trio for Clarinet, Cello & Piano

SUNDAY, JANUARY 14, 2007
MAPLEWOOD ~ MORROW CHURCH
600 Ridgewood Road at 2:30 p.m.

WESTFIELD ~ TEMPLE EMANU-EL
756 East Broad Street at 7:30 p.m.
Admission: $25 ($22 for seniors)
Westﬁeld only: Students 10-21 – $1

CALL US AT 973.762.0108
www.mostlymusic.org
The next concert will be on Sunday, April 22

Last year, the winning Westfield
student, Katie Gorman, won the district contest.
“Young students today have so
many fresh ideas about the world and
their future,” Optimist Club President Steve Wearley said. “As Optimists, it is our goal to encourage them
and do what we can to bring out the
best in each of them. This gives them
a wonderful opportunity to tap into
their creativity and pursue possible
scholarships at the same time.”
The Optimist Club of Westfield has
been participating in the Optimist International Essay Contest for 16 years
and has been active in the community
since 1989. Other programs and service projects the Club organizes or
participates in include holiday food
baskets, the annual Halloween haunted
house, a ninth-grade orientation service project, a middle-school oratorical contest and the annual Project
Graduation (BASH). The club gives
annual recognition for special achievements in the community: the Friend of
Youth award, the Karyn Oros Youth
Volunteer award and Middle School
Teachers of the Year award.
Students wishing to participate in
the essay contest should contact Corey
Walsh at Westfield High School or by
calling him at (908) 789-4500.

WASHINGTON — The Internal
Revenue Service has announced new
guidance to help tax filers in 2007
claim extended deductions and other
tax advantages in the Tax Relief and
Health Care Act of 2006 signed into
law last month.
The start of the 2007 filing season
will begin on time. However, recent
changes in the law mean the IRS will
not be able to process a small percentage of individual tax returns until
early February, primarily involving
three tax deductions — state and local sales tax, higher education tuition
and fees and educator expenses.
“The IRS is taking a number of
steps to ensure taxpayers have the
correct information on these deductions when they prepare and file their
tax returns,” IRS Commissioner Mark
Everson said.
Taxpayers can get information on
the Internet (IRS.gov holds updated
information on the late legislation) or
through a special mailing of Publication 600, which will include the state
and local sales tax tables and instructions for claiming the sales tax deduction on Schedule A (Form 1040), to six
million taxpayers. Publication 600,
State and Local General Sales Taxes,
will be sent to taxpayers who will
receive the 2006 Form 1040 package
in early January. Publication 600 has
been posted to IRS.gov; the special
mailing will arrive in mid-January.
For people using IRS e-file or Free
File, tax software will be updated to
include the three key tax provisions.
E-file gets refunds to taxpayers faster
than paper returns.
The IRS urged taxpayers to use efile instead of the paper forms to minimize confusion over the late changes
and reduce the chance of making extender-related errors on their returns.
“As we always do, we encourage
taxpayers who think they may claim
these deductions to file electronically,” Mr. Everson said. “They will
get their refunds faster through e-file.
Even more importantly, e-file will
greatly reduce the chances for making an error compared to claiming the
deductions on the paper 1040.”
This new legislation affects a number of areas of tax law, but the most
significant effect on individual taxpayers involves the deductions for state
and local sales tax, higher education
tuition and fees, and educator expenses.
The sales tax deduction was claimed
on approximately 11.2 million tax returns filed in 2006 for Tax Year 2005.
The tuition and fees deduction was
claimed on about 4.7 million returns,
and the educator expense deduction
was claimed on 3.5 million returns.
The IRS will not be able to process
tax returns claiming these extenderrelated deductions until early February.
Based on filings earlier this year, only
about 930,000 tax returns claimed any
of the three extenders provisions by
February 1. This year, the IRS expects
to receive about 136 million tax returns.
The IRS also announced details on
how taxpayers can use existing lines
on the current Form 1040 and other

tax documents to claim the three major
extenders provisions. The key forms
(Forms 1040, 1040A, Schedule A&B,
and instructions) went to print in early
November and reflected the law in
effect at that time. The instructions
contain a cautionary note to taxpayers that the legislation was pending at
the time of printing.
The majority of taxpayers file electronically, but taxpayers using a paper Form 1040 will have to follow
special instructions if they are claiming any of the three deductions. Form
1040 will not be updated. Instead,
taxpayers should follow these steps:
State and Local General Sales Tax
Deduction: The deduction for state
and local general sales taxes will be
claimed on Schedule A (Form 1040),
line 5, “State and local income taxes.”
Enter “ST” on the dotted line to the left
of line 5 to claim the general sales tax
deduction instead of the deduction for
state and local income tax.
Publication 600 for 2006 is an option available to all taxpayers regardless of where they live, though it’s
primarily designed to benefit residents of the eight states without state
and local income taxes.
Higher Education Tuition and Fees
Deduction: Taxpayers must file Form
1040 to take this deduction for up to
$4,000 of tuition and fees paid to a
post-secondary institution. It cannot
be claimed on Form 1040A.
The deduction for tuition and fees
will be claimed on Form 1040, line 35,
“Domestic production activities deduction.” Enter “T” on the dotted line
to the left of that line entry if claiming
the tuition and fees deduction, or “B”
if claiming both a deduction for domestic production activities and the
deduction for tuition and fees. For
those entering “B,” taxpayers must
attach a breakdown showing the
amounts claimed for each deduction.
Educator Expense Adjustment to
Income: Educators must file Form
1040 in order to deduct up to $250 of
out-of-pocket classroom expenses. It
cannot be claimed on Form 1040A.
The educator expenses deduction
will be claimed on Form 1040, line 23,
“Archer MSA Deduction.” Enter “E”
on the dotted line if claiming educator
expenses, or “B” if claiming both an
Archer MSA deduction and the deduction for educator expenses on Form
1040. If entering “B,” taxpayers must
attach a breakdown showing the
amounts claimed for each deduction.
The law affects a small number of
business taxpayers who don’t use the
Form 1040 series. There could be
minimal processing delays for these
filers in January and early February.
January is the slowest part of the
filing season for the IRS, with less than
6 percent of all individual returns coming in during the agency’s first two
weeks of processing. Typically, early
returns are from taxpayers with simpler
refund returns who do not claim the
extender provisions. Earlier this year,
the IRS had less than 2.5 million returns
filed by January 20. An additional 4.2
million returns came in by January 27.
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Peyton’s

Peek at the Week
In Politics
By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

Editor’s Note: The following is a
summary of some of best of Peek at
the Week, which was launched in the
September 14 issue.
September

Federal Prosecutor
Investigates Menendez
State Senator Tom Kean, Jr. said,
“After years of embarrassment, it
should be perfectly clear to New
Jerseyans that we must have leaders
with the highest ethical integrity.
Today’s developments illustrate the
need to clean up the corruption and
scandal that has plagued Washington
D.C. and our state, so we can finally
restore the public’s faith in government.”
Mr. Kean’s statement was in reference to news that his opponent in the
U.S. Senate race, Senator Robert
Menendez, had been placed under
criminal investigation over a rental
deal with a non-profit agency in Union
City.
State Democrats called the timing
of the investigation is “troublesome.”

Stender: Ferguson
Took $$$ From Felon
“Rep. Mike Ferguson has taken
thousands of dollars from convicted
felon Rep. Bob Ney and should immediately divest himself from those
funds,” said Linda Stender for Congress Campaign Manager Ed Oatman.
“(Mr. Ney) agreed to plead guilty to
federal criminal charges that he made
false statements and conspired to commit fraud and violate federal lobbying laws in the congressional corruption probe spawned by disgraced lobbyist Jack Abramoff.”

Bryant Made $38,000
For UMDNJ No-Show
State Senator Wayne Bryant worked
a “no show job” at the University of
Medicine and Dentistry that paid him
$38,220, according to a Star-Ledger
article. He allegedly used the position
to lobby for taxpayer funds. Mr. Bryant
resigned in February, shortly after federal authorities and Governor Jon
Corzine began looking into the scandals at the hospital, the article stated.
Mr. Bryant worked at UMDNJ three
hours a week on campus and reportedly only read newspapers. He stepped
down as chairman of the Budget and
Appropriations Committee.

Menendez Blasts
Senate On Ports
Mr. Menendez released a statement
September 13 following the defeat of
his port security amendment, which
he said, “would have required a plan
for scanning 100 percent of cargo containers entering our country.”
“It is inconceivable to me that Presi-

felon Lourdes Lopez. Lopez served
a federal prison term for helping
Union City Treasurer Leonard
Grazeola steal hundreds of thousands
of dollars in public funds in 1989
and 1990, when Mr. Menendez was
mayor and Lopez was assistant
branch manager for a branch of National Westminster Bank.
Lopez reportedly paid $500,000
for the building, which houses the
North Hudson Community Action
Corp. Authorities are investigating
$300,000 in rent paid by the nonprofit paid to Mr. Menendez over
nine years when he owned the building and during which time he served
in Congress and helped garner federal grants for North Hudson.

dent Bush and the Republican Congress can talk about providing real
security for the American people, yet
insist on only scanning 5 percent of
cargo containers entering our country,” he said.

Campaign Accused of
Bogus Blog Postings
The operator of a Democratic blog,
bluejersey.com, accused the Mr. Kean
for U.S. Senate Campaign of putting
bogus postings on the website that
were critical of Mr. Mendendez. Campaign Manager Jill Hazelbacker dismissed the report and said, during a
taping for the CBS Evening News
segment at the Westfield Fire Department with Mr. Kean, that it “must
have been a slow news day.”
Juan Melli, the blog’s operator, said
he traced the postings to the 70.90.20.85
IP address of the Kean campaign.
October

State Says Retirement
To Cost UC $9.3 Mil.
Early retirement for 183 employees last summer has cost the County
of Union $9.3 million instead of saving $8.5 million over five years as
originally thought by county officials,
according to a report in The StarLedger, which quoted a study commissioned by the state Division of
Pensions and Benefits.
County Manager George Devanney
called the report “flawed.” The
county’s own study, he said, determined the program would save $15
million over 20 years.

Assembly GOP Unveils
‘Corrupt-Free NJ’ Plan
The Assembly Republicans unveiled
their “11-point Corrupt-Free New Jersey” plan, which included a ban on dual
office-holding, stopping the pension
boosting by public officials, expanding
anti-nepotism laws to local governments, closing loopholes that allow state
officials to hire relatives including first
cousins, suspend indicted public officials without pay, mandatory jail sentences for convicted public officials
and full pension forfeiture for convicted public officials.
Assembly Majority Leader Bonnie
Watson Coleman called the package a
“warmedover stew of existing legislative measures that were cobbled together for politically exploitative purposes six weeks before Election Day.”

Ex-Publisher Accused
Of Phony GOP Website
Rahway Republicans filed a complaint with the New Jersey Election
Law Enforcement Commission
(ELECT) alleging that former
Rahway Publisher James Devine, a
Democratic campaign worker, created a website intended to misrepresent the GOP.

GOP Admits Knowledge
Of Rep. Foley E-mail

Judge Sentences
Ex-AG’s Boyfriend

Washington GOP Congressional
leaders admitted that they had known
for months that Florida Republican
Rep. Mark Foley was sending sexually suggestive e-mails to an underage male page.
House Speaker Dennis Hastert said
his aides referred the matter to authorities in the fall of 2005. GOP
leaders created a toll-free hotline for
pages and their families to call to
confidentially report any incidents.
Mr. Kean and Democratic Congressional hopeful Linda Stender, an
assemblywoman (LD-22, Scotch
Plains), both called for Mr. Hastert’s
resignation.

Former Attorney General Zulima
Farber’s boyfriend, Hamlet Goore,
was fined $500 and ordered to perform five days of community service
for going to Mexico rather than appearing in court for driving on the
suspended list. The infraction led to
the resignation of Ms. Farber as attorney general when she went to the
scene of a motor vehicle stop involving Mr. Goore on May 26.
November

State Supreme Court
Rules on Gay Marriage
The New Jersey Supreme Court
ruled in a 4-3 decision that homosexuals are entitled to the same rights
as heterosexuals, but said legislators
would have to legalize same-sex marriages. The ruling gave lawmakers
180 days to rewrite state marriage

Menendez Building
Was Sold to Embezzler
Gannett News Service reported
that Mr. Menendez sold a building
he owned in Union City to convicted

Not Sleeping?
Try Counting
to 200!

SAVE
35-50%

on handmade Shifman mattresses

Plus up to a $200 Instant
Cash Rebate*

If you’re tired of tossing
and turning at night, come into
Valley Furniture Shop and count to 200.
Dollars, that is. That’s what you could save on a good
night’s sleep. Tonight and for years to come. Shifman bedding is crafted
with eight-way hand-tied boxsprings, 100% natural cotton
upholstery and unique hand-tufting.
If you want to count the number of other mattresses
available like a Shifman, just count to zero.
BANCROFT
TWIN EA. PC.

SUGG.

$300
FULL EA. PC. $420

SALE

$149
$229

CRYSTAL
TWIN EA. PC.

SUGG.

$390
FULL EA. PC. $530
QUEEN SET $1210
KING SET
$1860

SALE

$209
$299
$649
$999

JADE
TWIN EA. PC.

SUGG.

$530
FULL EA. PC. $670
QUEEN SET $1550
KING SET
$2330

SALE

$299
$369
$849
$1299

SAVOY *

TWIN EA. PC.

SUGG.

$1060
FULL EA. PC. $1280
QUEEN SET $2790
KING SET
$4010

SALE

$599
$739
$1599
$2249

*
ROYAL COMFORT PILLOW TOP
SUGG.

REBATE *

$587
$714
$1524
$2149

TWIN SET
FULL SET.
QUEEN SET
KING SET

$3100
$3720
$4410
$5890

SALE

$1799
$2099
$2499
$3399

REBATE *

$1749
$2024
$2399
$3199

*Instant Rebate on Pillowtop sets:

$50 twin, $75 full, $100 queen, $200 king. - Instant Rebate on Non-Pillowtop sets: $25 twin, $50 full, $75 queen, $100 king.
After rebate prices based on purchase of complete set – no rebate on purchase of mattress or boxspring only. Applies to Shifman Ultra Premium sets (8-way hand-tied styles).

Valley Furniture Shop
Exquisite 18th Century Reproductions

20 Stirling Road, Watchung, NJ 07069 • (908) 756-7623
Monday - Saturday 10-5:30 • Thursday Evening ‘til 9 • S UNDAY 1-5

laws or create a new system of civil
unions for gay couples.

Subpoenas Examine
Menendez Rent Deal
Federal authorities stepped up
their investigation of a rent deal
between U.S. Senator Robert
Menendez and the North Hudson
Community Action Corp. New subpoenas sought information pertaining to the $300,000 in rent Mr.
Menendez collected between 1994
and 2003 from the non-profit organization for a building he used to
own in Hudson County’s Union
City.

Federal Agents Raid
Union Offices of Giblin
Agents from the Department of Labor and U.S. Postal Inspection Service raided the West Caldwell offices
of International Operating Engineers
Local 68 operated by Assemblyman
Thomas Giblin, a former state Democratic Party chairman. The investigation centers on possible union corruption.

Feds Widen Probe Into
Investigation of James
Federal investigators sent out subpoenas to staff members of former
Newark Mayor Sharpe James, including his son, as part their investigation
of real-estate deals that benefited
some of Mr. James’s biggest supporters.
The probe was initiated in August
regarding the travel expenses the
mayor charged to a police department credit card. The James
ASdministration’s sale of surplus city
lots to developers at cut-rate prices
and the awarding of no bid contracts
are included in the probe.
December

Tpke. Authority Head
Under Investigation
Joseph Simunovich, chairman of
the New Jersey Turnpike Authority,
is the subject of a state Ethics Commission complaint. He reportedly
acknowledged taking three flights to
and from Florida on a private jet
owned by Joseph Sanzari. Mr. Sanzari
was involved in a joint ventured that
received $52 million in Turnpike contracts.

Ex-Sen. Pres. Lynch
Gets 39 Months In Jail
Former State Senate President John
Lynch, 68, was sentenced to 39
months in prison for taking bribes
from a developer. U.S. District Court
Judge Stanley Chesler said during
sentencing that he hoped New Jersey
public officials “will get the message.” Mr. Lynch was fined $50,000.

VOLUNTEERS...Westfield Foundation Trustees gather at Echo Lake Country
Club in Westfield during the organization’s annual Cornerstone breakfast
meeting. Pictured, left to right, are: former presidents Gail Cassidy, Frank
MacPherson, Michelle Picou, Lee Hale, Gerald Glasser, current President Barbara Frantz and David Owens.

Westfield Foundation Year
Grants Total $252,000
WESTFIELD — Westfield Foundation Trustees completed their final
grant cycle for 2006 by awarding
$74,000 in grants, bringing the 2006
total to over $252,000. Two major
grants dominated the fourth cycle, a
$30,000 grant to the Westfield “Y”
representing the third of five pledged
payments to the “Y’s” capital campaign, and a $20,000 grant to the
Friends of the Westfield Memorial
Library for the upcoming renovations
at the library. Also, $20,000 was
pledged to the library to be paid over
the next two years.
Other grants awarded included
funding for a crisis counseling program at the Westfield Community
Center, scholarships for a home care
respite program run by the
Alzheimer’s Association, a technology upgrade for the Literacy Volunteers of Union County and support

for the Oratorio Singers of Westfield.
The foundation awards grants to
programs and projects serving the
arts, health care, education, social
services and civic needs. In the year
2006, grants were awarded to over 40
different area non-profits serving the
Westfield community.
For more information on the
Westfield Foundation, call Elizabeth
Chance, Executive Director, at (908)
233-9787
or
e-mail
to
foundation@westfieldnj.com.

get involved

goleader.com/
organizations

United States Senate News

Statement On Passing Of
President Gerald Ford
Senator Robert Menendez, New Jersey

WASHINGTON – U.S. Senator
Robert Menendez (D-NJ) released a
statement on December 27, 2006 following the passing of President Gerald
Ford.
“Like all Americans, I was saddened by the recent passing of President Gerald Ford. America will be
forever indebted to President Ford
for his selfless service and for bringing calm and stability to a nation
besieged by conflict and scandal. My
thoughts and prayers are with the
Ford family during their time of grief
and sadness.”
The Senator also released a statement following the passing of the

Rev. James Loughran, president of
St. Peter’s College in Jersey City.
“As a St. Peter’s College alumnus, I join in mourning the recent
passing of Father James Loughran.
Father Loughran was a kind, compassionate man full of conviction
and an abiding faith. His death is
not only a loss for the St. Peter’s
family but to all who have been
under his tutelage and care throughout his distinguished career. St.
Peter’s College, my alma mater, is a
stronger institution because of Father Loughran’s service and dedication – and he will be terribly
missed.”

Page

4

The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES

Thursday, January 4, 2007

ABCDICTIONOPQRSTDECEPTIONUVWXYZ

The

The Westfield Leader

Scotch Plains – Fanwood

TIMES

— Established 1890 —

— Established 1959—

The Official Newspaper of the Town of Westfield
Legal Newspaper for Union County, New Jersey

Official Newspaper of the Borough of Fanwood
and the Township of Scotch Plains

Member of:
New Jersey Press Association
National Newspaper Association
Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce
Periodicals – Postage Paid at Westfield, New Jersey

Member of:
New Jersey Press Association • National Newspaper Association
Scotch Plains Business & Professional Association
Fanwood Business & Professional Association
Periodicals – Postage Paid at Scotch Plains, New Jersey

P.O. Box 250 • 251 North Avenue, West
Westfield, N.J. 07091

P. O. Box 368
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076

Tele: (908) 232-4407 • E-mail: editor@goleader.com • Web: www.goleader.com • Fax: (908) 232-0473

POSTMASTER: Send address changes to the offices of the newspapers at
P. O. Box 250, Westfield, New Jersey 07091
Published every Thursday by Watchung Communications, Inc.
Paul Peyton
Horace R. Corbin
Fred K. Lecomte
ASSIGNMENT EDITOR

PUBLISHER

MARKETING DIRECTOR

Suzette F. Stalker

David B. Corbin

Michael L. Bartiromo

COMMUNITY

ASSISTANT PUBLISHER & SPORTS

MARKETING PRODUCTION

Michael Pollack

Karen M. Hinds

Robert P. Connelly

EDUCATION & ARTS

OFFICE MANAGER

OPERATIONS & LEGALS

Victoria McCabe
TECHNOLOGY

Ben Corbin
SUBSCRIPTION PRICE

SERVICES

One-year – $28 • Two-year – $52 • Three-year – $76 • One-year college (September to May) – $20

President Gerald Ford, 1913-2006;
Down-to-Earth Integrity, Decency
America lost a true gentleman last week with the
passing of Gerald Ford, the 38th president, at the age
of 93. His death leaves America with four living
Presidents: George W. Bush, Bill Clinton, George H.
W. Bush and Jimmy Carter. President Ronald Reagan
died in 2004.
Mr. Ford will go down in history as helping America
through a very difficult time during the Watergate
scandal and through the withdrawal of U.S. troops
from Vietnam. But he will be most known as taking
on a huge task of bringing dignity back to the Office
of the President.
Those in this area may remember that President
Ford also helped mark America’s 200th birthday
during a bicentennial celebration in New York City
on July 4, 1976.
President George W. Bush said President Ford
“was a great man who devoted the best years of his
life in serving the United States. He was a true
gentleman who reflected the best in America’s character.”
New Jersey Acting Governor Richard Codey, who
ordered flags flown at half-staff through January 25,
said Mr. Ford’s career “was marked by integrity,
candor, humility and decency.”
Through the first use of the Twenty-Fifth Amendment, Congressman Ford was elevated to the office
of Vice President in 1973, when Spiro Agnew, charged
with tax evasion, became the second Vice President
in history to resign. Vice President Ford was named
President on August 9, 1974 by succession when
President Richard Nixon resigned over Watergate
when it was revealed that he had had knowledge of
the break-in into Democratic Headquarters at the
Watergate Hotel in Washington during the 1972
Presidential campaign.
President Ford took the reins of the Presidency and
became a quiet yet classy leader who brought America
through a difficult time in its history.
President Ford is the only President never to be
elected as either President or Vice President in our
nation’s history. From 1965 to 1973, President Ford
was the minority leader for the Republicans in the

House of Representatives.
President Ford was the last living member of the
Warren Commission, which investigated the assassination of President John F. Kennedy in 1963.
Born in Omaha, Neb., in 1913, President Ford
grew up in Grand Rapids, Mich. and was captain of
his high school’s football team. He later played
center for the University of Michigan football team,
where he was a member of their undefeated, national
championship teams in 1932 and 1933. Turning
down pro contracts with the Green Bay Packers and
the Detroit Lions, he went on to Yale, where he
served as assistant football and boxing coach while
earning his law degree.
President Ford was the son of Leslie Lynch King
and Dorothy Ayer Gardner, who divorced after his
birth. Originally named Leslie Lynch King, Jr. until
his mother married Gerald Ford, Sr. in 1916, President
Ford went by Gerald R. Ford, Jr. — although his name
was not legally changed until December 3, 1935.
President Ford visited Union County in 1976,
when he made a campaign appearance at Kean
College in Union (now Kean University).
During his tenure he was the subject of many skits
on “Saturday Night Live” by actor Chevy Chase,
whose part on the show characterized the President
as being clumsy, including one skit where the actor
tried to put decorations on the White House Christmas tree and wound knocking the tree down and
falling on top of it. He was also portrayed in Pink
Panther movies for being a sports nut, complete with
blankets with all the NFL teams listed and a lampshade
in the shape of a team helmet.
President Ford was also shown falling down stairs
off Air Force One in film clips. He was mocked good
naturedly for driving a golf ball into the crowd and
hitting a secret service agent.
But all joking aside, politicians should look to
emulate President Ford’s integrity. It was never his
intent to become President, but when asked to serve,
he stepped up to the challenge and did the job for the
country. We are grateful for his unselfish service and
down-to-earth statesmanship.

New Year Starts Right With
Cooperation and Involvement
This New Year’s Eve featured two successful area
community events – Family Night at the Armory and
the Westfield Symphony Orchestra (WSO) concert.
Family Night, run by the Westfield Area Chamber
of Commerce (WACC) and the Westfield Recreation
Department (WRD), was a first pass in filling the
void left from the defunct First Night program of
several years ago.
In 1996, the Westfield Y, led by Julia Black, implemented a five-year Westfield First Night New Year’s
Eve commitment. Although a foundation was laid, it
ended upon the millennium change in 2000, and an
entertainment void was left on New Year’s Eve. The
WSO began its New Year’s Eve concert tradition as
one of the attractions of the event.
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“After Westfield stopped doing ‘First Night,’ we
wanted to carry the flag and continue to provide the
public with cultural activities on New Year’s Eve,”
said WSO Maestro David Wroe. The concert was
terrific again this year.
Naomi McElynn of WACC and Traci Kastner of
WRD undertook the challenge to inaugurate Family
Night for New Year’s Eve this year. They hoped for
a few hundred people to enjoy the evening with their
family members. There was a great turnout at the
armory – perhaps more than double that expected.
Congratulations to Mrs. McElynn, Mrs. Kastner
and the WSO. We think it shows when the right
people are on the job and the community works
together. It’s a good start for 2007.

Letters to the Editor
One of Our Sweetest Christmas
Moments Experienced Thus Far
Last week, my girlfriend and I stopped
at the Jolly Trolley for a late dinner after
Christmas shopping. We chose the Jolly
Trolley because after living in Westfield
our entire lives, we both have many fond
memories of meeting friends and making
new friends at the Trolley, especially
over the Christmas holidays. It is a great
place to have those chance encounters
with people you have not seen in years,
something that only happens in small
towns.
Last night, seated in the back next to us,
were eight of Westfield’s finest firemen,
all retired. Having lived in this town my
whole life, I immediately recognize several friends, Tom Dries, Willie Morrison,
Jack Duelks and Glenn Lanza. After brief
pleasantries, I realized as I looked around
the table, adding or subtracting weight,
controlling for hair color and loss, that I
knew every one of these men.
They were all retired and had gathered
to share old times, fire stories, the aches
and pains of growing older (a topic I
know all too well), but more importantly
their love and friendship with each other.
It was a very sweet and touching moment
to listen to their stories about old fires,
newfound pursuits, exercise and just good
old fashion laughter and teasing. It was

one of those moments that the holidays
should be about.
These brave men, all kidding aside, are
and were professionals, putting themselves in harm’s way to keep us safe.
Entering burning buildings, saving lives
and protecting property. I know this for a
fact.
In September of 1998, my then-historical “Clark” house at 246 Clark Street had
an electrical fire, which quickly and fully
involved my home, which was built in the
1860s. I was away at the Jersey shore and
on my return, the scene was like one out
of a movie, only it was real.
These men, many of whom were now
seated next to me, did an incredible job
saving my family heirlooms, antiques
and property with no serious injury to any
firefighter. I thanked you then and I thank
you now for a lifetime of a job well done
for the citizens of this town.
As we left the Trolley, my girlfriend
and I had the biggest smiles on our faces.
You gentlemen provided one of the sweetest Christmas moments we have experienced thus far.
Westfield at its finest.
David Kervick and Nancy Devlin
Westfield

Westfield BOE’s Handling of
School Safety Concerns Parent
On December 27, I received a letter
from the principal at WHS regarding a
sexual contact between a student and a
male with a knife in the high school at 11
a.m. on a school day in late September.
He went on to say that the incident was
only recently reported and being investigated by the school board and the police.
He also indicated that school security
has been an on-going topic since September.
In November, I was notified by my
elementary school that school security
was being improved and that the school
doors would be locked when school was
in session, and you would need to ring
the doorbell to be admitted to the building.
However, I want to bring it to the
parents’ attention that at the school board
meeting on November 7, where the first
reading of the preliminary school calendar for 2007-2008 was read, I brought it
to the board’s attention that in light of the
schools’ policy on improving security it
would make sense to close the schools
on Election Day. It is very hard to maintain security in the schools on a day
when anyone is allowed into the school
during the entire day.
The actual presentation of the calen-

dar at the November 21 meeting still had
the day as a school day. I requested again
that a simple change be made to just
switch the teacher in-service day from
Columbus Day to Election Day so as to
not disrupt the calendar and add an extra
day at the end of the year.
I was told that they did not feel that
this was any major concern and that they
would not make the change to the calendar. The schools will continue to be in
session on Election Day, and they would
not add any extra security for that day.
I am asking that all parents who take
your children’s safety seriously contact
the Board of Education before they finalize the calendar on January 9. You
can go to the Board of Education’s
website at westfieldnjk12.org and click
on the district calendar to see the entire
proposed calendar. You can contact them
by sending an e-mail to the
boe@westfieldnjk12.org and letting
them know that you can’t say you take
security seriously and then allow everyone access to our children, especially
when you can take the precaution by just
changing the calendar and closing the
school.
Amy Chin
Westfield

Redistrict Westfield’s Middle School
And Do Not Pass More Bond Debt
I attended several (Westfield) Board of
Education (BOE) budget meetings last
year and supported the passage of a 4
percent increase in the school budget. To
learn shortly after the budget was passed
that another increase was going to be
requested through a bond referendum in
the middle of winter makes me wonder if
the BOE has the interests of taxpayers in
mind.
The importance of early childhood
education is undeniable, but to incur more
debt and higher transportation costs to
provide half-day Kindergarten for
Westfield’s children in one building seems
like the wrong solution to overcrowding
at some schools. I believe the early learning center is being proposed in lieu of
much needed redistricting at the middle

school level.
Are we making our kindergartners bear
the burden and disruption of redistricting
instead of taking more practical steps to
alleviate overcrowding at Roosevelt Intermediary School by redistricting this
age group? Of course art and music rooms
are assets, but they do not solve critical
overcrowding issues where they exist. Is
fine arts education really what the bond
issue is about?
Let’s be clear on what we are voting
for: renovating Roosevelt; early education; or improving fine arts in Westfield?
I would suggest the Citizens’ Advisory
Committee on Enrollment and the Board
of Education go back to the drawing board.
Julie Tarr
Westfield

Officials Do Not Listen, Unless
You’re Associated With the NJEA
One of our local school board members
wrote a letter to The Scotch PlainsFanwood Times, which was printed on
December 14, 2006. There were several
points made. Some of these had merit and
some were disturbing.
It was mentioned that care had to be
taken in implementing the 98 recommendations of the property tax reform committees. This is true but turns out not to be
much of worry — no action was taken and
the legislature adjourned for the Christmas holiday.
Why should we expect them to take
any action when they have not in decades? The majority of residents do not
expect any reform that will reduce our
taxes.
When it comes to the new school funding formula, the concerns here are justified. Since we are considered a well-off
community, the powers to be will be
doing their “Robin Hood” routine one
more time. How can we blame Trenton
for this view?
While over 50 percent of last year’s
school budgets went down in defeat across
the state, ours passed by a wider margin
than the previous year. Despite our complaining, there are those who want to
increase our tax levy for lights and grass
on our ball fields. This raises the question,
“What tax problem?” Scotch PlainsFanwood School Board, go ahead and put
the field revamp bond issue on the street
— and voters go and approve it. This will
prove that Trenton’s understanding of
Scotch Plains and Fanwood is accurate.
I also have my doubts on the county
“super” superintendents. However, I have
slightly different slant on it. The school
board member mentioned a concern about
being a “political appointee.” Taking into
consideration that the NJEA wields unlimited power, any elected official will be
in the pocket of this union.
With how the recent teachers contract
negotiations concluded, it would appear
there would be no impact. The board
negotiated raises for staff as high as 6
percent. The board just gave away taxpayers dollars.
The “super” superintendent will cost
us more money and basically continue the
spending in line with the NJEA’s battle
plan. We can expect that salaries and
benefits will continue to exceed the private sector.
One of the most troubling items brought
out in the letter was the reason for not
moving the school board and budget vot-

ing to November. We all know that the
number of voters that come out to vote in
April tend to be less than November. Yes,
it is the public’s fault for not voting. But
the impression is that this fact is being
taken advantage of to control the vote the
way the school board, PTA and the like
want it to go.
It was mentioned that the voting public
couldn’t see the difference between the
candidates and issues, but “insert a political influence” into the election and it
would cost more for school board candidates to campaign with the other political
positions.
These reasons I don’t understand. The
cost of mailing literature is the same in
April as it is November; the only other
interface with the public is the highly
controlled PTA limited question-and-answer session. The candidates are never
identified as to their party affiliation. Even
if they did, what would be the difference?
Is it not part of democracy to have as
many as possible participate, not limit the
voting to assure the desired outcome?
Most voters were educated in the public school system. What does this say?
Cannot they separate the facts and candidates?
It was mentioned, “local parents and
voters would be distanced from their local schools…” Many of us already feel
that we are on the dark side of the moon
from the school board, parents and the
school system.
A fair and equitable school funding
formula is needed. Seniors citizens should
not be made to move out of their home
because of spiraling taxes, of which 65
percent goes to the schools. Any formula
should include an exemption for seniors
from that portion of their property taxes
that go to fund the local public schools.
Special education must be addressed.
It makes no sense to have a fixed-income
individual pay for well-off parents’ special-education children equally.
Focus on educational excellence is true.
But how many math, scientists, doctors,
and engineers does our school system
graduate? How many can afford to live in
Scotch Plains and Fanwood?
Yes, contact your local officials, but be
aware that when I have, I almost never
heard anything back and their actions
appear that they do not listen, unless
you’re associated with the NJEA.
Albert Muller
Scotch Plains

DD

TM

Diction Deception
Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of diction?
If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read individual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!
All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.
Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Tenebrous – Dark; gloomy
2. Teff – A grain plant of Abyssinia
from which flour is made
3. Mammonism – Devotion to the
greedy pursuit of riches
4. Spraints – The waste or dung of an
otter
CUMSHAW
1. Apathetic; disinterested
2. An undue burden or unfair demand
3. An ample amount or quantity
4. A tip or gratuity
SARCOID
1. Like or consisting of flesh
2. Slow-moving; sluggish
3. Rust-colored
4. Scaly, as with fish
PHILTER
1. A pleasant stroll
2. To please, charm or delight
3. To scold or nag
4. A love potion
PICAROON
1. A guardian spirit
2. A fool or imbecile
3. A rogue, pirate, or thief
4. A medieval catapult for hurling stones

Letters to
the Editor
WF Parents Proud;
Daughters Achieve Goal
Over a year ago, Jordan Banker (presently age 9) and her sister Madison Banker
(presently age 8) decided to grow their
hair to donate to cancer patients for the
fabrication of wigs. They have finally
reached the desired length and [made]
their donations [last] Saturday, December 30, 2006 at 9 a.m. at the Guillotine
Salon in Westfield.
We thought this might be of interest
because our daughters made the decision
to do this and achieved their goal.
Joseph and Jennifer Banker
Westfield

This New Year;
Be Critical of Spin
I was heartened to read that the UCUA
(Union County Utilities Authority) Incinerator was operating at full capacity
and – in providing an alternative energy
source – was reducing oil imports (The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times, December 28). In the interests of full disclosure
it should be noted that laws were rewritten to mandate a dedicated waste stream
from those towns within Union County,
which do not provide garbage pickup,
and that people pay a premium over what
it would cost to have the garbage carted to
a landfill.
For the record, my premium is approximately $24 a quarter, or $96 a year.
Call me a churl, but I would rather have
the money in my pocket.
One of my New Year’s resolutions is to
be more critical of what certainly appears
to be unadulterated spin. There was more
to this story that what was provided in the
article – a lot of it no doubt to be found in
your own archives.
Michael Lewis
Fanwood

COMMUNITY
ANNOUNCEMENT

Dr. Martin L. King
Essay Details are Set
WESTFIELD — The Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr. Association announces its annual essay contest and memorial service.
The service will be held at the Presbyterian Church in Westfield on Monday,
January 15 at 1 p.m. Prior to the service,
there will be a procession to the church
beginning at 12:30 p.m. at the Martin
Luther King Memorial on the circle near
the Westfield train station. Everyone is
welcome to attend both events.
Reverend Leon Randall, the president
of the Martin Luther King Association
and Pastor Emeritus of St. Luke’s African
Methodist Episcopal Zion Church, will
be the featured speaker at the memorial
service. Reverend Randall’s community
activities in Westfield include leading the
effort to dedicate a street to the memory
of Paul Robeson as well as establishing a
permanent memorial to the work of Dr.
King. He has been a member of Westfield
Rotary, a Westfield Senior Housing trustee
and a member of the mayor’s Planning
Commission for a better Westfield.
The essay contest theme will be the
power of forgiveness. Children in all
grades are invited to submit poetry, essays and artwork that illustrate what forgiveness means. Students are asked to
explain the meaning of forgiveness from
their own lives and discuss how it can
bring our community, country and world
together. Specific information about the
requirements for submitting work can be
addressed
to
Liz
Wolf
at
elizabethwolf@comcast.net. Information
is also available at the Westfield schools.
All work should be submitted to the child’s
classroom teacher or the main office of
the school no later than 3 p.m. today.
The top high-school essay and poem
will be read at the service. Certificates
will be presented to all winners. Winning
essays and poems will be published as a
supplement to the memorial service program. Prizes for the contest are savings
bonds in $50, $100, $200 and $500 denominations at the various grade levels
and categories.

To Reach Us
E-Mail - editor@goleader.com

For More Information
www.goleader.com/help
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“Verizon’s fiber service
blew them all away.”
PC Magazine, August 22, 2006*

When it comes to speed, Verizon FiOS Internet tested faster than
Optimum Online, Cox, Comcast and a whole lot more.
Recently, 10,000 readers of PC Magazine took their Internet

Get started with our ultrafast 10 Mbps package for only

service providers on a speed test. And the results were clear:

$39.99 a month, when you sign up for a year. We’ll even

“At an average of 271 kilobits per second, fiber was 35

include a home networking router and professional

percent faster than cable….”

installation. So all your
computers can connect

Internet service powerful enough to do it all. FiOS
TM

to the high-speed

Internet lets you easily stream clips on YouTube . Quickly

service that’s got the

post photos to online albums and purchase MP3s. And,

experts talking.

because our network goes all the way to your home, you can
be sure you’re getting 100% fiber-optic power all the time.

39

$

99

A MONTH FOR

FIBER-OPTIC
INTERNET

It’s time for something better.
Call 1-888-382-8505 or visit verizonfios.com/internet.

Verizon reminds you to always download legally.
*PC Magazine, “Real-world testing: Find the fastest ISP,” August 22, 2006. Reprinted from PC Magazine, August 22, 2006 with permission. ©2006 Ziff Davis Publishing Holdings Inc. All Rights Reserved. PC Magazine Fastest ISP Award Logo is a trademark of Ziff Davis Publishing Holdings Inc. Used under license.
Offer for new Verizon FiOS Internet customers only. One-year commitment required. $19.99 activation fee will apply to each FiOS Internet order. Verizon FiOS Internet is provided by Verizon Online and is not available in all areas. Service availability subject to final confirmation by Verizon. Verizon installation required. Free installation includes main computer only
(there will be an extra charge for all additional computers). Acceptance of Verizon Online Terms of Service is required. Minimum system requirements apply. Equipment provided will be new or a fully inspected, tested and warranted return unit. Limited to one router provided at no charge per household per FiOS service, FiOS Internet and/or FiOS TV. If service is
cancelled between months 2 and 12, $69 early termination fee may apply, and router provided at no charge must be returned or $99.99 equipment fee applies. Month-to-month packages are available. The 30-day money-back guarantee applies to Verizon Online charges only. CAT5 or higher-grade inside wiring or existing RG59/RG6 coaxial cable is required.
Only Web-based features of Verizon Yahoo! for FiOS are Macintosh® compatible. Software for MSN® Premium versions of Verizon FiOS is not Macintosh® compatible. Connection speeds are between your location and the Verizon central office serving your location. Actual download and upload speeds will vary based on numerous factors, such as the condition of
wiring at your location, computer configuration, Internet and network congestion, and the speed of Web site servers you access, among other factors. Speed and uninterrupted use of the service are not guaranteed. Current Verizon High Speed Internet customers who move to FiOS Internet service will have their Verizon High Speed Internet permanently disabled
after their FiOS conversion. Applicable taxes apply. Valid through 2/16/07. Other terms and conditions apply. Offer subject to change without notice.
Power for services provided on the Verizon FiOS network must be supplied by the customer. Customer is responsible for backup battery replacement. Backup battery does not supply power for Internet, VOIP or video services. In case of power failure, 911 service (except through VOIP) will be available until the backup battery expires. Certain telephones,
answering machines and other telephone equipment not meeting industry standards may not work with service provided on the Verizon FiOS network. YouTube is a trade name or trademark of its owner. ©2007 Verizon. All Rights Reserved.
VEFIOS60311NJ-B
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Sale of Girl Scout Cookies
Gets Underway In Westfield
WESTFIELD – Westfield Girl
Scouts from first grade through high
school will take orders for boxes of
Girl Scout cookies through Sunday,
February 4. Through the door-to-door
sales, local residents will have an
opportunity to choose from a variety
of cookies.
This year, the selections will include the perennial favorites Thin
Mints, Shortbreads, Peanut Butter
Sandwiches, Caramel Delights,
Oatmeal Cartwheels and Peanut Butter Patties, plus the new Lemonades

CPA Breakfast to Look
At Office Technology
GARWOOD – The Union County
Chapter of the New Jersey Society of
Certified Public Accountants will
present a breakfast seminar entitled
“The Paper-less Office/Emerging
CPA Firm Internal Technologies” on
Tuesday, January 9, from 8 to 9:40
a.m. at The Westwood, located at 438
North Avenue in Garwood. Registration will take place at 7 a.m.
James Bourke, NJSCPA president,
will discuss the current best practices
of document management applications deployed within the CPA firm
environment. He will cover the
paperless audit, time and billing, staff
scheduling and other “must have”
technologies.
The seminar costs $35 for NJSCPA
members and $45 for non-members
and qualifies for two Continuing Professional Education (CPE) credits. A
full buffet breakfast will be provided.
For additional information, please call
the NJSCPA at (973) 226-4494 or
visit njscpa.org/union online.

Workshop to Address
Memory Enhancement
AREA – SAGE Eldercare, located
at 290 Broad Street in Summit, will
offer a free Memory Enhancement
Workshop on Thursday, January 11,
at 1 p.m. Dessert and coffee will be
served at 12:30 p.m.
Sandra Frank, a certified senior
advisor and motivational speaker, will
teach participants ways to improve
their memory and discuss how emotions and stress impact memory.
Ms. Frank has developed special
programs, lectures and workshops for
senior citizens and those who work
with them, such as caregivers, professional staff and students. To respond
or for more details, please call Suzanne
Lyon, SAGE Eldercare director of volunteers, at (908) 598-5514.

and chocolate-coated Thanks-A-Lot
cookies. All cookies are baked by
ABC Bakeries.
“The Service Team of leaders in
Westfield are hopeful that this will be
a great year for cookie sales. In addition to making money for each troop,
the sales also benefit Washington
Rock Council to support Camp
Hoover and the various programs girls
enjoy,” said Westfield Unit Manager
Cathy Kattak.
“Girl Scouts of America has found
that over 75 percent of women in the
workplace stated that selling Girl
Scout cookies was their first business
experience,” stated Cookie Manager
Merry Wisler. “So we hope that the
community will appreciate how important this event is for the girls.”
Westfield is one of 24 communities served by the Girl Scouts of
Washington Rock Council, based in
Westfield. For more information
about the GSWRC, please access
westfieldnj.com/girlscouts. Anyone
who does not receive a visit from a
scout but would like to purchase
cookies may buy them at the Council
offices after Tuesday, March 20.

Open House to Feature
Offerings For Children
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Jewish
Community Center (JCC) of Central
New Jersey’s Early Childhood Services Department will host an Early
Childhood Services Open House on
Sunday, January 14, from 1 to 3 p.m.
This free event will provide adults
with information on the types of programming offered, while children will
have an opportunity to enjoy funfilled activities. Building tours also
will be available.
The Early Childhood Services Department features classes and programs for children from birth through
kindergarten. In addition to regular
preschool and kindergarten classes,
there are dozens of enrichment programs taught by specialists during
the week.
No reservations are necessary for
the open house and all are welcome.
The JCC is located at 1391 Martine
Avenue in Scotch Plains. For more
information on this event or the Early
Childhood Services Department,
please contact Early Childhood Services Director Nancy Kovacs at
nkovacs@jccnj.org or call (908) 8898800, extension no. 204.
More details about the department
and programs also are available at
www.jccnj.org.
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Service League Thrift Shop
Reopens With New Items

MR. AND MRS. JOHN ERIC HUDDY
(She is the former Miss Elizabeth S. Mattfield)

Miss Elizabeth S. Mattfield
Marries John Eric Huddy
Miss Elizabeth Sarah Mattfield, the
daughter of Kenneth and Catherine
Mattfield of Scotch Plains, was married on Saturday, September 23, to
John Eric Huddy. He is the son of
Martin and Anita Huddy of Kings
Park, N.Y.
The morning wedding was held at
Barbetta in New York City, with Dr.
Harry M. Shallcross officiating. An
afternoon luncheon reception followed in the historic townhouse.
Given in marriage by her father, the
bride wore an ivory halter floor-length
silk gown and carried a bouquet of
ivory flowers, including large and
miniature roses, hydrangeas, lilies and
stephanotis.
The bridal attendants were Ms. Jessica Mattfield of Plainfield, the sister
of the bride, and Ms. Kathryn
Garibaldi of Vernon, Conn. Ms.
Mattfield wore a strapless pale pink
sashed dress, while Ms. Garibaldi
wore a shirred-bodice halter dress,
also in pale pink. Both carried pale
pink and ivory nosegays in the same
style as the bride’s bouquet.
Readings were done by the father
and sister of the bride.
A Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School graduate, the bride received a
Bachelor of Science degree in Engineering Mechanics from Columbia

Fanwood Recreation
Posts Winter Activities
FANWOOD – The Fanwood Recreation Department has posted its
Winter 2007 program schedule. Beginning the week of Monday, January 8, the following programs will be
offered:
Art Club for Kids (five sessions,
ages four to seven); Fashion Illustration (five sessions, ages 11 to 18);
Video Game Creation Workshop
(eight sessions, grades 3 to 8);
Taekwondo (16 sessions, kindergarten to grade 8) and Ceramics (six
sessions, adults).
All programs will be held at either
the Forest Road Park or LaGrande
Park recreation buildings. For more
information and registration forms,
please access visitfanwood.com/recreation or call (908) 370-7092.

University in New York City in 2000.
She is an engineer and employed
with DCM Erectors, a steel construction company in New York City.
The bridegroom is a graduate of
Kings Park High School. He earned a
Bachelor of Arts degree in Philosophy from the State University of New
York at Stony Brook in 1983 and a
Bachelor of Arts degree in Architecture from the Cooper Union for the
Advancement of Science and Art. He
works as a senior project manager for
Bovis Lend Lease in New York City
and teaches a course in construction
management at Cooper Union.
The mother of the bride hosted a
bridal shower in August at The Stage
House Restaurant in Scotch Plains.
The couple took a fall wedding trip
to Venice, Milan and Nice. They currently reside in New York City’s financial district.

SCOTCH PLAINS – The
Fanwood-Scotch Plains Service
League has announced that its thrift
shop, located at 1730 East Second
Street in Scotch Plains, has reopened
and is stocked with fresh merchandise.
After a successful December of
boutique sales, half-price and bag
sales, league volunteers totally
cleaned out, rearranged and restocked
all of the merchandise in the shop.
Remaining items were directed to
other charitable organizations.
Leftover clothes were donated to
the American Red Cross, the Fanwood
Recycling Center, the Scotch PlainsFanwood High School Marching
Band clothing drive and St. Mary’s
Roman Catholic Church in Plainfield.
The men’s clothes were collected for
the New York City Rescue Mission in
New York City.
The store has been restocked with
new and gently used outerwear for
men, women and children; boots,
scarves and gloves; dresses and twopiece outfits for women, as well as
sports jackets and suits for men.
Shirts, blouses and sweaters can be
found hanging on the racks. Shoes
and purses also have been restocked.

WESTFIELD – Members of
Temple Emanu-El donated 455 coats
during the synagogue’s coat drive on
December 17, representing a 12 percent increase over last year’s collection. This marked the fourth year that
the temple, located at 756 East Broad
Street in Westfield, had collected coats
for the needy.
“More striking was the quality of
what we received,” said Debra Judd,
Temple Emanu-El’s coat drive coordinator. “The coats that were donated
were in great condition for the most
part, some even had tags still on them.”
In past years, many of the coats
given were typical giveaways, older
and worn. However, this year there
was a real difference. “Our temple
members donated items that they
would use themselves rather than just
cast-offs,” Ms. Judd said. “To me,
that’s very meaningful and beautiful;
everything was of a quality worthy of
donation.”
All the coats were delivered to the
Community Food Bank of Hillside.
The Food Bank serves as the distribution point for the statewide effort run
by Jersey Cares. Jersey Cares handles
the distribution to those in need.

Attorney to Discuss Issue
Of Slavery Reparations
AREA – The Racial Justice Committee of the First Unitarian Society
of Plainfield will mark the anniversary of Dr. Martin Luther King’s
birth with a talk and forum on the
question of reparations for slave labor. Among the FUSP congregation
are residents of Westfield, Scotch
Plains and Fanwood.
Attorney Diane Sammons, co-lead
counsel in the first class action United
States slavery reparations case, will

Specializing in all aspects of Family Law
including divorce, custody, visitation, alimony,
child support, division of assets, palimony,

HighWire Executive
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…always focused, balanced, and moving forward…
Jump start your career this year with HighWire’s Executive
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premarital agreements, domestic partnerships,
restraining orders, post-divorce motions due to
changed financial circumstances, residence
removal from New Jersey, visitation
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Coach Federation (ICF) approved methods,
•Seasoned perspective helps identify obstacles limiting success,

modifications and transfers of custody.

•Strategically aligned, customized engagements,
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Union County Early Settlement Arbitration
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•Convenient location, now taking clients in Westfield,
as well as by phone,
• Experienced, Ph.D. Organizational Psychologist
and NYU trained Executive Coach.
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For More Information:

speak at the “Journey Toward Wholeness” service at 10 a.m. on Sunday,
January 14, at the FUSP church.
The case was filed against United
States corporations that profited from
slavery. A second suit against United
States and European companies seeks
reparations for victims of apartheid.
Among the seven Unitarian Universalist principles, the second calls
on members to affirm and promote
justice, equity and compassion in
human relations.
Enslaved Africans contributed
greatly to the wealth of the United
States and the question at the center
of the slavery reparations movement
is whether their descendants should
benefit from the product of this labor.
The FUSP church is located at 724
Park Avenue in Plainfield. All are
welcome to attend the service and the
forum that will follow. For more information, interested individuals are
invited to visit www.fusp.org or to
call (908) 756-0750.
PT REPORTERS NEEDED
Strong, community-minded,
detail-oriented writers with
professional demeanor needed
to cover local government
evening meetings. Must be able
to meet deadlines, know how to
write a lead, and take an active
interest in a regular beat in order
to develop news stories. This
opportunity is perfect for stayat-home moms, as a second
income or just for those who
love to write. Please e-mail
resume and clips to:
editor@goleader.com
The Westfield Leader &
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
TIMES

DUGHI & HEWIT

DIVORCE QUESTIONS?

WESTFIELD – A support group
for those caring for elderly or
chronically ill loved ones will meet
on Monday, January 8, at 8 p.m. in
the parish center of St. Helen’s
Roman Catholic Church on Lamberts Mill Road in Westfield.
Meetings are held on the first
non-holiday Monday of each
month. These are information and
sharing sessions. For more information, please call Marilyn Ryan
at (908) 233-8757.

A WARM WINTER GIFT…Debra Judd, coat drive coordinator for Temple
Emanu-El in Westfield, collects coats for the needy during the synagogue’s
December 17 coat drive. Temple members donated 455 coats, an increase of 12
percent over last year’s drive. See article on this page.

Chair of the Family Law Department of

Cranford, New Jersey 07016

Caregivers Meeting
To Be Held Monday

Temple Reveals Rise
In Donations of Coats

M ARIO C. G URRIERI , E SQ .
340 North Avenue

Winter snowsuits and warm clothing
are available for infants and toddlers
in the Children’s Department.
Toys, bric-a-brac and books are
all “new” and appropriately arranged.
The thrift shop is located at the corner of Willow Avenue and East Second Street.
Operating hours are Tuesday,
Wednesday and Thursday from 10
a.m. to 2:30 p.m. and Friday and
Saturday from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. For
more information or directions, please
call (908) 322-5420.

Free initial consultation using HighWire’s Strategic Alignment and
Resources Template (START©) to understand your situation,
needs, and goals.
908.591.1967

info@highwirecoaching.com

(908) 232-8787
24 Hours · 53 Elm Street, Westfield, NJ 07090
rjk722@aol.com

richardjkaplow.com
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Local Residents to Receive
Martin Luther King Award
CRANFORD – The Cranford
Clergy Council will honor two local
women next week in recognition of
their many contributions to the
Cranford community and their unselfish concern for the welfare of
others.
Robin Marko of Garwood, a member of the Calvary Lutheran Church
in Cranford, and Lillie Brown of
Roselle, a member of the First Baptist Church of Cranford, will receive
the Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Award
at the community’s annual memorial service for Dr. King on Thursday, January 11, at 7:30 p.m. This
year’s service will be held at the
Calvary Lutheran Church at 108
Eastman Street.
The annual award is given to those
who have shown outstanding service in community affairs and significant dedication to the advancement of civil and human rights.
Mrs. Marko, a lifelong member of
Calvary Lutheran, serves others
through her church as well as in the
community. As chairwoman of
Calvary’s Social Concerns Ministry,
she has organized and completed
projects benefiting the homeless, the
hungry, AIDS children, refugees and
seminary students.
Additionally, she has headed the
township’s CROP Walk, set up blood
donor drives, recruited volunteers
for the Community Food Bank and
organized coat collections for the
statewide Jersey Cares Program.

Free Program to Focus
On Alzheimer’s Issues
WESTFIELD – The Alzheimer’s
Association, Greater New Jersey
Chapter will present “Clinical Trials
101: An Introduction for Family
Caregivers” on Saturday, January 20,
from 10 a.m. to noon at the Westfield
Memorial Library.
This free educational program will
provide an overview of clinical trials,
including the differences between their
various phases and their impact on the
treatment, prevention and diagnosis
of Alzheimer’s disease and related
dementias. Issues for caregivers and
individuals with dementia to consider,
such as benefits, risks, informed consent and expectations of participation,
also will be addressed.
The session will additionally offer
a brief overview of Alzheimer’s disease and related dementias and available programs and services offered
by the Alzheimer’s Association. The
Westfield Memorial Library is located
at 550 East Broad Street.
To register for this program or for
further information and directions,
please call the Alzheimer’s Association, Greater New Jersey Chapter at
(973) 586-4300. More information
about Alzheimer’s disease or the
Alzheimer’s Association also may be
obtained by calling (800) 883-1180 or
through the organization’s website at
alznj.org.

A member of the First Baptist
Church for more than 50 years, Mrs.
Brown has served on the church’s
deacon board, the board of trustees
and the Missionary Society, helping
to feed the hungry, provide clothes
and toys for the needy and comfort
the troubled for many years.
She remains active on behalf of
others through her community involvements, including the NAACP,
the Urban League, Zeta Phi Beta
Sorority, the Roselle Chapter of the
National Council of Negro Women
and the Cranford Interfaith Human
Relations Committee. She also
serves as president of Church Women
United and of the Women’s Department of the New Jersey Convention
of Progressive Baptists.
Members of the public are invited
to attend next week’s service, which
will include special music. The Reverend Gladys Moore, a social activist in the Hudson County area and an
assistant to the Bishop of the New
Jersey Synod of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America, will be
the keynote speaker. For more information about the service or directions to the church, please call the
Calvary Lutheran Church at (908)
276-2418.

Mobile Meals Seeks
Additional Volunteers
WESTFIELD – On December 21,
Mobile Meals of Westfield welcomed
volunteers from American United
Mortgage Corporation of Scotch
Plains, who delivered meals to the
elderly and homebound during the
holiday season. This marked the third
year in a row that employees of the
firm participated in the program.
Mobile Meals, a non-profit meal
delivery service for elderly and disabled residents of Westfield, Cranford,
Clark, Garwood, Fanwood and Scotch
Plains, is always looking for volunteer drivers to deliver meals.
Individuals need only be available
one hour one day a week to be a
volunteer driver. Deliveries usually
take no more than one hour to complete. Volunteers also are needed on
weekday mornings to pack meals.
According to Mobile Meals, the
program offers ideal volunteer opportunities for mothers with children
in school; active senior citizens and
others. Local community groups or
businesses are encouraged to volunteer as a group and rotate the driving
or packing among different members. Youth volunteers of high school
age or older who need to fulfill school
or church service requirements also
are welcome to volunteer during
school breaks.
Anyone wishing more information,
interested in volunteering or who
knows someone who might benefit
from Mobile Meals is invited to call
(908) 233-6146 or to visit the
organization’s
website
at
westfieldnj.com/mobilemeals.

LENDING A HAND…Regular Mobile Meals volunteers were joined by staff
members of American United Mortgage Corporation in Scotch Plains, who
assisted with delivery of meals to elderly and homebound residents in the area.
Mobile Meals is seeking additional volunteers to prepare and deliver meals to
clients in several local communities. See article on this page.
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AARP to Meet on Monday;
Announces Playhouse Trip

LITTLE ANGELS…Prior to the closing of school for the Christmas break, the
children from Willow Grove Pre-School held their annual Christmas program.
Above, the children in Pam Boyd’s and Karen Trollo’s Three-Year-Old Class as
they perform “Twinkle, Twinkle Christmas Star.” Pictured, from left to right,
are: Eli Horgan, Haley Cino, Grace Sartoretti, Alex Tan, Ryan Beauregard, Erin
Kylisn, Kayla Bowen, Katherine Wistner and Ian Gannaway.

Willow Grove Pre-School
To Present Open House
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Willow
Grove Pre-School, located at 1961
Raritan Road in Scotch Plains, will
hold a parent pre-registration open
house for the 2007-2008 school year
on Thursday, January 11. (The snow
date is Friday, January 12).
The event is scheduled to begin at
10:15 a.m. in the church’s Alexander
Hall. Director Kathy Calello will
present a slide show offering an overview of the pre-school program, along
with a tour of the facility.
Willow Grove Pre-School is a
Christian pre-school sponsored by the
Willow Grove Presbyterian Church
in Scotch Plains and licensed by the

State of New Jersey.
Class teachers are state-certified
educators. Classes are offered for
children who will be two years old by
April 1 in the 3 Minus Program. There
also are classes for three-year-olds
and four-year-olds, as well as the 4+
Class for children who either miss the
kindergarten cutoff date or who just
need another year of pre-school.
Registration for the 2007-2008
school year will begin on Monday,
February 5, for present enrollees and
alumni. Open registration will begin
on Tuesday, February 13. For further
information, please call Mrs. Calello
at (908) 232-7117.

Plainfield Friends Meeting
To Welcome Rev. Harper
AREA – The Plainfield Meeting of
the Religious Society of Friends (the
Quakers) will welcome the Reverend
Fletcher Harper, executive director
of GreenFaith, this Sunday, January
7. Plainfield Meeting, which includes
members from Westfield and Scotch
Plains, is located at 225 Watchung
Avenue in Plainfield.
Reverend Harper will speak at noon
on the moral and spiritual bases of
environmental stewardship, following meeting for worship at 10:30 a.m.
and a potluck lunch at 11:30 a.m.
“We have an on-going concern in
our meeting for the traditional Quaker
testimony of stewardship,” said David
Korfhage, clerk of the meeting’s Peace
and Social Concerns Committee, “and
we look forward to hearing Reverend
Harper speak to that concern.”
GreenFaith was founded in 1992
by Jewish and Christian leaders in
New Jersey to mobilize people of
diverse religions to discover a relationship with the sacred in nature and

to take action for the earth.
The organization has worked with
hundreds of houses of worship, providing education about the teachings
of the world’s great religions on the
environment, helping religious facilities to green their operations and organizing people of faith to advocate
for environmental justice.
Reverend Harper is an Episcopal
priest who served two churches for a
decade prior to leading GreenFaith.
For more information about Reverend Harper’s talk, please call the
meetinghouse at (908) 757-5736.

Reading is Good For You

goleader.com/subscribe

GOV. CORZINE PASSES
CIVIL UNION LAW
Governor Jon Corzine has just signed into law new Legislation
establishing and recognizing CIVIL UNIONS. This law, which
will become effective February 19, 2007, affects all gay and lesbian
individuals who are engaged in a committed relationship. It will
replace, and greatly expand, the former Domestic Partnership Law,
which New Jersey enacted in 2004.
Gay and lesbian individuals will now have all of the exact same
state rights and entitlements that are enjoyed by married
individuals, just without being called “married”...for now. What
does this all mean?
It means that if you are a gay or lesbian couple desirous of confirming
your commitment with your partner and enjoying the benefits of that
commitment, you can accomplish that by applying for a Civil Union
License. This is the exact same procedure that heterosexual
individuals follow when they apply for a marriage license.
Once the license is obtained, the civil union ceremony must
occur within 30 days. Following the ceremony, which may be
performed by a municipal official, a Civil Union Certificate will
be issued, just like a Marriage Certificate.
The benefits of having your relationship recognized as a civil
union will be numerous. Your rights will be expanded to include
health insurance coverage, pension benefits, real estate ownership,
the right to inherit by will or intestate, survivorship’s rights and
countless other areas including all of the entitlements that New
Jersey family law provides.
Prior to entering into a civil union, one or both of the partners
may wish to enter into a Pre-Civil Union Agreement. Such an
agreement is exactly the same as the well-known and utilized
Pre-Marital Agreement. There are many important reasons to
have such an agreement.
First of all, the agreement will set forth an inventory of the assets
of each party prior to entering into the civil union, thereby
protecting those assets in the event of a subsequent dissolution.
Second, should the parties wish, the agreement can define each
party’s financial responsibilities in the relationship.
Third, and most important, the Pre-Civil Union Agreement will
set forth the parties’ understanding and intentions upon any
dissolution of the civil union. Unless that understanding is in
writing, it will not be enforceable. Having a Pre-Civil Union
Agreement would prove to be a valuable tool in order to avoid
any future nasty, elongated, expensive legal proceeding. Onehalf of all present marriages result in divorce and this percentage
will probably be similar in civil unions. Therefore, a Pre-Civil
Union Agreement is certainly worthy of your consideration.
In order to have your questions answered regarding this most
important development in the law, the Cranford Law Firm of Dughi
& Hewit is offering a free conference for those interested in the
topic. Call Mario C. Gurrieri, Chair of the firm’s Family Law
Department at 908-272-0200 to arrange for an appointment. A
free seminar will also be scheduled this month, which will be
noticed in this publication.
PAID BULLETIN BOARD

WESTFIELD – Westfield Area
Chapter No. 4137 of the American
Association of Retired Persons
(AARP) will hold its next meeting on
Monday, January 8, in The Presbyterian Church in Westfield’s Assembly
Hall, located at 140 Mountain Avenue.
The social period with refreshments
will begin at 1 p.m. and will be followed by a brief business meeting at
1:30 p.m. Afterward, guest speaker
Jan Allen of the New Jersey Banking
Commission will present a video and
answer questions on “How to Protect
Your Money and Yourself in 2007.”
Community Service Chairman
Skeets Kuzmuk has requested donations by members of canned and boxed
grocery items to benefit poor and
homeless people. Used costume jewelry also is sought for use as prizes for
bingo games with patients at Runnells
Specialized Hospital of Union County
in Berkeley Heights. Also, the Knitting and Crocheting Group needs
woolen yarn of any color and thickness to make lap robes, shrugs, hats
and other items for Runnells patients.
The chapter’s first day trip for 2007
will be to the Hunterdon Hills Playhouse on Thursday, February 15. A
complete luncheon with a selection of
five entrées will be served, followed
by a production of the Broadway musical comedy I Do! I Do! There also
will be a dessert room featuring a
selection of about 30 offerings, with a

JCC to Present Series
On ‘Lifestyle Changes’
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Jewish
Community Center (JCC) of Central
New Jersey, located at 1391 Martine
Avenue in Scotch Plains, will offer a
two-part series on “Preparing for
Lifestyle Changes.” Elizabeth Miller,
a director at Mount Sinai Hospital in
New York City and a public health
professional specializing in structuring disease prevention programs, will
lead the discussion.
The first program, entitled “What
You Can Do forYourself Without Feeling Selfish,” is slated for Thursday,
January 11, at 10:30 a.m. The second,
called “How to Be More Mindful and
Stay Connected to Yourself Through
Exercise,” will take place on Thursday, February 1, also at 10:30 a.m.
Participants will have a chance to
win gift certificates to JCC Yoga and
Pilates classes at both programs. All
are welcome to attend one or both
sessions. They will be free for JCC
members and $5 per program for nonmember participants. For more details or to register, please contact
Karen Rosen, Director of Fitness, at
krosen@jccnj.org or (908) 889-8800,
extension no. 224.

special table for non-sugar treats.
The bus will leave at 10 a.m. from
the far end of the Lord & Taylor parking lot (towards Scotch Plains), where
ample parking will be available, and
return at approximately 4 p.m.
Reservations may be made at the
chapter’s regular meetings on January
8 or Monday, February 5, or by calling
(908) 232-1362. The total cost for the
luncheon, show, bus transportation and
all gratuities will be $70. Non-members also are invited to participate.

Parkinson’s Group Sets
Meeting For Monday
WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Parkinson Support Group will meet at
1:30 p.m. on Monday, January 8, in the
Parish House Lounge of The Presbyterian Church in Westfield, located at
140 Mountain Avenue. Those with
Parkinson’s disease and/or their
caregivers are invited to attend.
Rachel Weinstein, manager of the
Home Care America store on South
Avenue in Westfield, will demonstrate
many healthcare products and equipment that can assist people with
Parkinson’s in daily living activities.
Light refreshments will be provided.
This free, non-denominational
group meets regularly on the second
Monday of each month. It provides
speaker programs, a lending library
and other information and support
services for those coping with
Parkinson’s disease. For more information, please call Barbara Ringk at
(908) 322-9214 or the church office
at (908) 233-0301.

S.A.R. to Hear Talk
On Historic Mansion
WESTFIELD – The next meeting
of the West Fields Chapter of the
Sons of the American Revolution will
be held this Monday, January 8, at 8
p.m. in the Community Room of the
Westfield Municipal Building, located
at 425 East Broad Street.
Ken Ward, a trustee of the Elizabeth Historical Society, will be the
guest speaker. His topic will be “The
Belcher Ogden Mansion.” Located in
Elizabeth, the mansion was the residence of John Ogden in the mid 18th
century and later was owned by the
then royal Governor of New Jersey,
Jonathan Belcher.
This program will cover preservation of the building and current and
future uses of it and will include a
PowerPoint history of Belcher/
Ogden. The meeting is open to the
public and light refreshments will be
served. For more information, please
call Warren C. Fristensky, chapter
president, at (908) 654-1731.
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Sally McCracken, 77, Was Avid Golfer;
Enjoyed Volunteer Work and Sports

– Obituaries –

Sally Morss McCracken, 77, of
Savannah, Ga., wife of C. Chesney
McCracken, died on Monday evening,
December 25, at The Oaks at The
Marshes of Skidaway Island under
the care of Hospice Savannah.
Born in Summit, she was a daughter of the late Dwight Foster Morss
and Dorothy Kinne Morss. Mrs.
McCracken was a member of the
Skidaway Island Presbyterian
Church.
She was a 1946 graduate of Kent
Place School in Summit and a 1950
graduate of Smith College in
Northampton, Mass. After graduating from Smith College, Sally worked
in many different areas, including
New York Telephone, Harvard Business School and American Petroleum
Institute. She had many interests, including her volunteer work and sports.
Mr. and Mrs. McCracken moved to
The Landings on Skidaway Island in
1991. While there, Sally was an active volunteer and an avid golfer, also
serving a term on the board of The
Landings Women’s Golf Association.
In addition to her parents, she was
preceded in death by her brother,
Colonel Dwight Foster Morss, Jr.
Surviving are her husband of 51
years, C. Chesney McCracken of Savannah, Ga.; one daughter, Elisabeth
Morss McCracken Connery and her
husband, Tom, of Reading, Mass.;
three sons, Robert Wylie McCracken,
II of North Brunswick, N.J. and Que-

Ernest Winter, 104, Retired Executive;
Honored For Longtime Volunteerism

bec, Canada, Stuart Chesney
McCracken and his wife, Lee, of
Charlotte, N.C. and Douglas Morss
McCracken and his wife, Elizabeth,
of Marietta, Ga.; nine grandchildren,
Ian H. McCracken, Christian H.
McCracken, Megan Lee McCracken,
Matthew T. Connery, Gregory S.
Connery, William McCracken
Connery, Christopher J. Connery,
Caroline E. McCracken and
Alexander Morss McCracken; one
sister, Margaret Morss Stokes, and
her husband, John, of Waitsfield, Vt.;
one sister-in-law, Jessie Morss of
Denver, Colo.; eight nieces and nephews and 17 great-nieces and nephews.
A funeral service was held on Friday morning, December 29, at the
Skidaway Island Presbyterian
Church, conducted by the Reverend
Dr. John R. Wall. Private inurnment
took place in the Skidaway Island
Presbyterian Church Cemetery.
Remembrances may be sent to:
Coalition for Pulmonary Fibrosis,
Suite F, No. 227, 1659 Branham Lane,
San Jose, Calif. 95118-5226; Hospice Savannah, Post Office Box
13190, Savannah, Ga. 31416 or
Skidaway Island Presbyterian
Church, 50 Diamond Causeway, Savannah, Ga. 31411.
Gamble Funeral Service in Savannah, Ga. was in charge of the arrangements.
January 4, 2007

William Hewitt, 60, Worked as Realtor;
Owned Horse Transportation Company
William J. Hewitt, 60, a lifelong
resident of Scotch Plains, passed
away on Thursday, December 21, at
Overlook Hospital in Summit after a
courageous battle with cancer.
Born in Plainfield, he graduated
from Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School in 1964 and attended Franklin
Pierce College in Keene, N.H.
Bill was a fixture on the horse show
circuit in the 1970s and 1980s with
his Runnimede Horse Transportation
Company. He was known to go above
and beyond to help his clients with
even the most difficult of horse situations and shipped everything from a
baby elephant to Olympic level show
jumpers and dressage horses. Bill had
a deep love of animals and nature that
was lifelong.
A realtor for many years, he was a
member of the New Jersey Association of Realtors. He also worked as
an account manager for Entrée magazine of Red Bank for several years.
His last employment was as a sales
associate with Eastern Marble of
Scotch Plains.
Bill was predeceased by his parents, Joan and James Hewitt, and by
his sister, Susyn Davis Reid.
He will be deeply missed by his
sister, Kim Bonstein, and her husband, Bill, as well as his niece and
nephew, Laine and Devon Bonstein,
and his many friends.
Visitation will take place beginning at 2 p.m. on Saturday, January 6,
at the Rossi Funeral Home, 1937

Westfield Avenue in Scotch Plains. A
memorial service will be offered at 4
p.m.
Donations in his memory may be
made to Best Friends Animal Adoptions, P.O. Box 335, Cranford, N.J.
07016.
January 4, 2007

Dow Nuey Wong, 95
Dow Nuey Wong of Westfield died
on Sunday, December 24. She was 95
years old.
Born in Canton, China, Mrs. Wong
had lived in Irvington before moving
to Westfield in 2003.
She was predeceased by her husband, Frank H. Wong, and by her son
George Wong.
She was the beloved mother of
three daughters, Mary Chin of
Westfield, Betty Ming and Virginia
Lau, and two sons, Warren and David
Wong. Also surviving are her sonsin-law, Allen Chin, William Ming
and Henry Lau, and her daughters-inlaw, Jeannette Wong and Lynn Wong.
She additionally is survived by 19
grandchildren and 15 great-grandchildren.
Services were held on Friday, December 29, at the Chinese Cheung
Sang Funeral Home in New York
City.
In lieu of flowers, donations may
be made to the First Baptist Church of
Westfield (Chin Family Fund), 170
Elm Street, Westfield, N.J. 07090.
January 4, 2007

Dooley Funeral Service, Inc.
Caring & Courteous Service to the
Cranford / Westfield Area Since 1913

Westfield
556 Westfield Avenue
233-0255
John L. Dooley
Manager
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Ernest S. Winter, age 104, of
Mr. Winter received a citation from
Westfield passed away Thursday, the American National Red Cross in
December 28, 2006, at his residence. 1983 for his many years of service and
He was born on March 11, 1902.
chairmanship of the Westfield chapter
A lifelong resident, he was the son from 1972 to 1974. In 1986, the United
of William H. Winter. His family came Fund of Westfield presented Mr. Winto Westfield in 1876 and his greatter with an award of apgrandparents had repreciation for his 15
sided in Warren
years as a board memCounty since 1780.
ber and, as the retiring
Mr. Winter gradusecretary of the United
ated from Westfield
Way of Union County,
High School in 1920.
he received the United
In his business career
Way Volunteer of the
of 44 years, he was
Year Award.
associated with the
In June of 1986,
Rockefeller-Ballard
Governor Thomas H.
Insurance Group, The
Kean appointed him a
Merchants Fire Asmember of the New
surance Corporation
Jersey Highway Safety
of New York and The
Council. His other
Merchants Indemnity
achievements include
Corporation. In 1951,
being honored with the
Ernest S. Winter
he was vice president
first
Westfield/
and secretary of all three companies Mountainside Chapter of the Amerias well as a director, along with can Red Cross “Angel On Earth
Laurance S. Rockefeller, of The Wash- Award” in 1997 for his 82 years of
ington Assurance Corporation. He community service. Additionally, he
also was listed in the “Who’s Who of was named the Rotarians’ 1992 “Huthe Insurance and Industry.”
manitarian of the Year” and the United
In 1964, when the companies Way of Union County’s 1986 “Volmerged with the United States Fidel- unteer of the Year,” and received a
ity and Guaranty Co. of Baltimore, 1985 “Special Appreciation Award”
Mr. Winter retired as Vice President from the United Fund of Westfield.
in Charge of Agency Production for He also was an honored 50-year memCanada and several southern and ber of the Masons.
southwestern states. He was a memMr. Winter was a 52-year member
ber of the Insurance Society and a of the Baltusrol Golf Club of Springdirector and past president of The field.
Underwriters Golf Association of
He also was a member of the Drug
New York.
and Chemical Club of New York, the
Mr. Winter was a dedicated volun- Men’s Committee of the Japan Interteer. He and his first wife, Eva national Christian University FoundaBurrowes Winter, drove Red Cross tion and a lifetime member of the First
trucks to canteens, dropping off re- United Methodist Church of Westfield,
freshments to soldiers during World where he served on the board and
War II.
Finance Committee for many years.
In retirement, he served as a volunHe is survived by his wife, Jacquelin
teer officer and board member of the (Engel) Winter, to whom he was marUnited Fund of Westfield, the United ried for 28 years.
Way of Union County and the
Memorial services will be held at
Westfield/Mountainside Chapter of the 11 a.m. tomorrow, Friday, January 5,
American Red Cross. Along with five 2007, at the First United Methodist
county chapters, he was instrumental Church of Westfield, One East Broad
in establishing the Union County Red Street, with Pastor Ed Carll officiatCross Free Transportation Program ing. All are welcome.
for the elderly and handicapped. He
Private arrangements are by the
served as its chairman until it was Gray Funeral Home, 318 East Broad
turned over to the Union County Street in Westfield.
Paratransit System in 1980.
In lieu of flowers, donations may
He also initiated the idea of the be made to the First United Method“personalized letter” for fund-rais- ist Church of Westfield, the Westfield/
ing.
Mountainside Chapter of the American Red Cross or to the Westfield
Vivian H. Giuliano, 97 United Way.
January 4, 2007
Vivian H. Grieco Giuliano, 97, died
on Tuesday, December 26, at
Louise Orcutt, 84
Westfield Center-Genesis ElderCare
Louise Giannetta Orcutt, 84, of
in Westfield.
Born in Jersey City, she had lived Westfield died on Monday, January
in Rochelle Park for 50 years before 1, at Robert Wood Johnson University Hospital in Rahway.
moving to Westfield 10 years ago.
Born in Scranton, Pa., she lived in
Mrs. Giuliano had been a seamWestfield since 1952.
stress for many years.
Mrs. Orcutt had worked at Hyatt
She was predeceased by her husband, Sal Giuliano; her son, Sal Roller Bearing in Clark for 15 years
Giuliano, Jr.; a grandson, Joseph A. and then for several years at General
Ierardi, Jr.; a sister, Angela Gaglione, Motors in Linden before retiring in
and three brothers, Frank Grieco, 1981.
A member of the Rosary Society at
Anthony Grieco and Dominic Sileo.
Surviving are her daughter, Vivian, the Holy Trinity Roman Catholic
and her husband, Joseph A. Ierardi; Church in Westfield, she also had
three grandchildren, Anthony M. and been a volunteer with Deborah HosJohn F. Ierardi and Luanne Carlton; pital in Browns Mills.
Surviving are her husband, Earl E.
six great-grandchildren and two sisters, Frances Giuliano and Lena Orcutt; a son, Earl A. Orcutt of Freehold; two granddaughters and four
Kohut.
The funeral was held on Saturday, great-grandchildren.
The funeral will be held at 9 a.m.
December 30, from the Dooley Colonial Home, 556 Westfield Avenue in today, Thursday, January 4, from the
Westfield. A Mass of Christian Burial Dooley Colonial Home, 556 Westfield
followed at St. Anne’s Roman Catho- Avenue in Westfield. A Mass of Chrislic Church in Garwood. Interment tian Burial will be offered at 10 a.m.
took place at Gate of Heaven Cem- at the Holy Trinity Church. Entombment will take place at Rosedale
etery in East Hanover.
In lieu of flowers, the family re- Memorial Park in Linden.
In lieu of flowers, memorial donaquests donations to the Center For
Hope Hospice, 1900 Raritan Road, tions may be made to the American
Heart Association.
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076.
January 4, 2007

Cranford
218 North Avenue
276-0255
Charles V. Dooley
Manager
NJ License # 3703
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Roy W. Bruning, 80, Was Fire Captain;
St. Helen’s Volunteer and Navy Veteran
Roy W. Bruning, 80, of Westfield
died on Friday, December 29, at Robert Wood Johnson University Hospital in Rahway.
Born in Jersey City, he had lived in
Roselle before moving to Westfield
in 1996. He was a United States Army
veteran of World War II.
Mr. Bruning retired as a captain in
1980 after 30 years with the Roselle
Fire Department. He then worked as
a technician at the Westfield Animal
Hospital from 1980 to 1992.
He was a volunteer at St. Helen’s
Roman Catholic Church in Westfield
and a member of the Tuckerton Seaport Association.
He was predeceased by his wife,
Dorothy Bruning, in 1994.

Surviving are his wife, Frances
Olson Bruning (Cook); a sister, Viola
Fish, and three stepdaughters and their
families.
A Mass of Christian Burial was
offered on Tuesday, January 2, at St.
Helen’s Church. Burial took place at
Fairview Cemetery in Westfield.
Arrangements were by the Dooley
Colonial Home, 556 Westfield Avenue in Westfield.
Memorial donations may be made
to Helping Hands and Hearts, in care
of St. Helen’s Parish Center, 1600
Rahway Avenue, Westfield, N.J.
07090 or to the Westfield Rescue
Squad, 335 Watterson Street,
Westfield, N.J. 07090.
January 4, 2007

Memorial Service to Be Held Sunday
For Robert R. Heckman In Westfield
A memorial service for Robert R.
Heckman will be held on Sunday,
January 7, at 1 p.m. at the First Baptist Church of Westfield.
Mr. Heckman died on Sunday,
December 17, at his home in Augusta.
Born in Tusseyville, Pa., he grew
up in Asbury Park and had lived in
Westfield for 52 years before recently
moving to Augusta.
Mr. Heckman was employed for 43
years with the Department of Banking
and Insurance for the State of New
Jersey as a Special Deputy Commissioner of Insurance. He retired in 1990.
He was a United States Army Air
Corps veteran and a first lieutenant
during World War II.
Active with the First Baptist Church
of Westfield, he was a deacon, usher,
financial secretary and a member of
the bowling team. He also was a member of the ROMEOS.
His first wife, Ruth Heckman, pre-

deceased him.
Surviving are his wife, Elvera
Christopher Heckman; a son, Jim
Heckman; a daughter, Lori
Kimmelman; a stepson, Rick Christopher; two stepdaughters, Linda
Christopher and Andrea Torczon; a
brother, Bill Heckman; two sisters,
Peg Sherman and Eleanor Mooney;
four grandchildren and eight stepgrandchildren.
Arrangements are by the Gray Funeral Home, 318 East Broad Street in
Westfield.
In lieu of flowers, donations may be
made to the Alzheimer’s Association.
January 4, 2007

James M. Howard, 49

Elizabeth E. Stein, 99, died on
Monday, January 1, at Fellowship
Village in Basking Ridge.
Born in Philadelphia, Pa., she had
resided in Westfield for many years
before moving to Basking Ridge four
years ago.
Mrs. Stein had been a first-grade
teacher in the Westfield school system for 28 years, retiring in 1972.
After her retirement, she volunteered
at Children’s Specialized Hospital and
also at the Westlake School.
Her husband of 68 years, Charles
W.C. Stein, died on December 23.
Surviving is a sister, Margaret
Wolcken.
Graveside services will be held at
11:30 a.m. tomorrow, Friday, January 5, at Lawnview Cemetery in
Abington, Pa. A memorial service is
being planned.
Arrangements are by the Gray Funeral Home, 318 East Broad Street in
Westfield.
Memorial donations may be made to
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, 414 East
Broad Street, Westfield, N.J. 07090.

James M. Howard, 49, of Pataskala,
Ohio died on Tuesday, December 26,
at the Mayo Clinic in Rochester, Minn.
after a lengthy battle with cancer.
Born in Westfield, Mr. Howard was
Chief Executive Officer of Howard
Industries and chairman of the
Pataskala Board of Zoning Appeals.
He also was a member of the Jersey
Baptist Church in Jersey, Ohio.
His father, James O. Howard, predeceased him.
Surviving are his wife of 14 years,
Bonnie Howard; their children, Caitlin,
Courtney and James Carson Howard;
his mother, Maybelle Howard; a
brother, Robert (Valerie) Howard; a
sister, Cindy (Greg) Peterson; his
nieces and nephews, Abigail and Austin Howard and Amy, Megan and Brent
Peterson; his father-in-law and motherin-law, Al and Ellen Davis; his brotherin-law, Lee Davis, and sister-in-law,
Beverly Peters.
Funeral services were entrusted to
Schoedinger Northeast Chapel, 1051
East Johnstown Road, Gahanna, Ohio
43230. Services were held on Friday,
December 29, at the Jersey Baptist
Church.
Contributions may be made to the
Mayo Clinic, 200 First Street S.W.,
Rochester, Minn. 55905 in memory
of James Howard for Thyroid Cancer
Research. To extend condolences,
please visit www.schoedinger.com.
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Elizabeth E. Stein, 99

George E. Milliman, 69, Exxon Chemist;
Held Doctorate From Carnegie Mellon
George E. Milliman, 69, of Scotch
Plains died on Friday, December 15,
at his home.
Born in New York City, he had
resided in the Fanwood-Scotch Plains
area since 1969.
Mr. Milliman graduated with a
Bachelor of Science degree from the
University of Rochester in Rochester, N.Y. in 1959. In 1964, he received
his Doctorate in Analytical Chemistry from Carnegie Mellon University
in Pittsburgh, Pa.
He was employed as a research
chemist with Exxon Research and
Engineering in Linden for 44 years,
retiring in 1998. Mr. Milliman later
worked for Technical Processing in
Paterson.
He was a member of the Sigma Xi
Research Society and the American
Chemical Society.
Surviving are his children, Karin
Milliman of Oakland, Calif. and Kevin
Milliman of Littleton, Colo.; his

former wife, Trixie Milliman of New
York City, and two grandchildren.
Private services and interment were
under the direction of the Memorial
Funeral Home, 155 South Avenue in
Fanwood.
In lieu of flowers, memorial donations may be made to Al-Anon Family Group, 1600 Corporate Lane Parkway, Virginia Beach, Va. 23454-5617.
January 4, 2007

Reading is Good For You

goleader.com/subscribe

A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES

Thursday, January 4, 2007

Page 9

Westfield High School Principal Dennis Fyffe
Announces First Marking Period Honor Roll
WESTFIELD – Westfield High
School Principal Dennis Fyffe announced the first marking period
honor roll for the 2006-2007 school
year.
Westfield High School recognizes
student achievement every marking
period at two levels: Honor Roll and
Distinguished Honor Roll.
For the classes of 2006 and 2007, a
student must attain all A’s in academic subjects and no grade below a
B in any non-academic subject for
inclusion on the Distinguished Honor
Roll, or a grade of A or B on all
subjects, academic or non-academic,
for inclusion on the Honor Roll.
Beginning with the class of 2008,
determination of inclusion on the
Honor Roll will be based on the following criteria: For the Distinguished
Honor Roll, the GPA must be between 3.75 and 4.0 with no grade
lower than a B. For the Honor Roll,
the GPA must be between 3.5 and
3.74 with no grade lower than a B.
12th Grade Distinguished
Stephanie Baeder
Harrison Mercado
Theodore Chou
Tara Picaro
Anthony Cocuzza
Olivia Pomann
Kathryn N. Cronen
Ellen Ramage
Nicole DiBenedetto
Nicole A. Reich
Aaron E. Eisenberg
Nathaniel Roquet
James Kelly
Ian Schwartz
Neha Limaye
Hope Skibitsky
Mary Kate Luker
Caroline E. Steller
Alyssa Lund
Laura Straus
Thomas Malaspina
Satya Tagat
Nathan Margolin
Michael T. Venezia
Erin McCarthy
Samantha Vitale
Josh Wasserman

11th Grade Distinguished
Timothy Adamcik
Jessica Anderson
Alexandra H. Annis
Stephen Aswad
Marlee Austin
Jeremy Bender
Claire F. Bennett
Danielle Bercovicz
Andres H. Betancourt
Matthew Blutfield
Kristen L. Boersig
Lauren Brachman
Nina Brownstone
Emma Byer
Andrew Calvaruso
Alex Chaves
Caitlin Comforti
Jordana Confino
Marlena Cortese
Stephanie Cortinhal
Leigh Couture
Emily K. Cozzi
Julie M. Daurio
Joshua David
Katherine Douglas
John Dugan
William Eisenberg
Elizabeth A. Engel
John F. Falzon
Renee Ferio
Vincent Fitzpatrick
Benjamin A. Flast
Christopher Franks
Evan Friedman
Emily E. Fusco
Ariel N. Gale
Matthew Gelmetti
Paige Geraghty
Katherine Goellner

Kristen Koepfler
John N. Levidy
Matthew Loughlin
Toni L. Ma
Joseph R. Maran
Daniel Markowski
Pamela Marks
Catherine Marvin
Rebecca McNulty
Pratik M. Mehta
Michael Melillo
Kimberly Morawski
Marissa Mumford
Rachel Patterson
Maya Pincus
Stephanie Pinheiro
Ioanna Protogiannis
Carolyn Raphael
Julie Reich
Josephine Reinhardt
Crista M. Ricci
Katherine Roberts
Stephanie Rowe
Erin Scialabba
Kevin Shallcross
Allison E. Sharkey
Jessica Sheftason
Megan R. Sherman
Vincent Spinelli
Daniel L. Strauss
Kelli Sullivan
Liane Sullivan
Sean Sullivan
Danielle Tepper
Lindsay Tishberg
Christine Tolias
Joseph Vall-Llobera
Alexa Vella
Richard Venckus

Matthew Gralla

Bethany Lee Verdone

Britta L. Greene
Paul Waksman
Peter Griesmer
Lindsay Walsh
Jessica Harmer
Emily Walus
Elizabeth Hawkins
Cindy Wang
Jonathan Holt
Daniela Weiner
Lauren C. Huff
Kristian Wendel
Alexandra Hurtt
Hannah Wharam
Neil Huskey
Caitlin Whitlock
Melanie L. Jackson
John Wilt
Christine Kandigian Cathryn Winchester
Angela Kerins
Matthew Wolski
Xinyi Zhang

Gabrielle Cerami
Victoria M. Cheung
Robert Ciarrocca
Kevin J. Clancy
Sara Connery
Andrew P. Cordeiro
Sam Crossland
Tyler Cusick
Matthew B. Daly
Monica D’Amico
Katherine Davidson
Elizabeth Dennerlein
Adam DiBattista
Kathleen Dooley
Marykate Doyle
Michael Eilbacher
Jennifer Eisenberg
Carly Erman
Jonathan Erman
Kathleen M. Esler
Caroline Fahey
Sharon M. Faktor
Michael Fietkiewicz
Benjamin Fine
Alex Furlong
Kevin Furlong
Shelley Fussman
Andrew Gialanella
Michael Gismondi

Joshua Perlman
Gaffney Peterson
Kristin Peyton
Nicholas Polak
Karina Polaskova
Lauren Posluszny
Beau Preston
Megan Pulliam
Megan Ramage
Katie L. Ramire
Kevin Ramos
Adam C. Reich
Megan Reilly
Alison Ricardo
Carolyn Rice
Melissa Riegel
Jenna Rodrigues
Alicia Rogers
Rebecca Romano
Evan Rosenburgh
Amy Rosenfeld
Michael Rosin
Benjamin Rubin
Michal Sagal
Andrew Sauerwein
Drew Schapow
Maxwell Schuster
Jennifer Sgalardi
Vishal Shah

Sarah Glickstein

Nikolay Shargorodsky

Emily Goodman
Rosa Marie Graziadei
Sophie H. Greene
Emily A. Harris
Kate Heffernan
Zachary D. Helfand
Kyle E. Higgins
Valerie Hoffman

Dylan M. Simon
Kenneth Sipe
Justin M. Snyder
Joshua Solomon
Virginia Spinelli
Julia Spiridigliozzi
Maxwell St. Lifer
Graeme B. Stahl

Leslie G. Holt

Claire Stevens-Haas

Miles Hsu
Lauren N. Hughes
Elizabeth Kamel
Jill Kandigian
Michael Kaufhold
Hong Soo Kim
Anne Knisely
Ryan Krasnoo
Elaina Kujawski
Stephanie A. Kuntz
Zachary LaPorta
Suzanne G. Lemberg
Melissa Littman

Jenna Strauss
Kelly G. Sullivan
Sarah M. Szollar
Janya Tagat
Kamal Tamboli
Diana Venezia
Peter Waddell
Yixiao Wang
Timothy J. Werner
Melissa Wong
Matthew Wronski
Siyu Xiao
Alexa Zepka

12th Grade Honor Roll
Randi Ackerman
Alyssa A. Agresta
Amy Altszuler

Kate Kovalenko
Edward Langer
Jennifer LaSpata

Erica Ammermuller

Amanda LaVecchia

Erik J. Anderson

Catherine LaVecchia

Kimberly J. Angus
Kaitlyn Anness
Sara Anthony
Philip J. Anton
Seth Applebaum
Anthony Arnold
Jillian Aronson
John Attanasio

Brian Lee
Kimberly Legones
Matthew Leonard
Claire MacDonald
Nathan Margolin
Michael Marks
Christopher Mattes
Kevin Maus

Victoria Attanasio

Natalia Mavrogiannis

Luke M. Baran
Gabrael S. Barnes
Brian Bayne
Amy Behr
Daniel A. Bellovin
Joshua Bornstein
Gregory H. Boyle
Eric J. Brandman
Emily S. Bregman
Lindsay Brown
Melanie Brown
Beth Budnick
Jennifer Burns
Meg Buttrick
Jessica Cain
Andrew S. Cantor
Robert J. Cariste
Patrina Caruana
Matthew Carville
Tiffany Cayado
Julia Cederroth
Brian Checchio

Patrick F. McCabe
Lauren McCurdy
Amanda McQuade
Rebecca McQuade
John T. Meagher
Philip J. Micele
Georgia Mierswa
Russell J. Miller
Erin Moran
Jessica Moran
Keith Moran
Katherine Morgan
Christine Mruz
Caitlin Murphy
Stephanie Musat
Jeffrey Mysel
Natalie Narotzky
Jesse T. Natale
Rachel Newberg
Jaclyn Nicoll
Julienne Niemiera
Roberto Olivares

Far Brook

10th Grade Distinguished
Kathryn Abruzzo

Amber Marie Lutey

Stephanie Albright
Nicole Aloupis

Ezra Margolin
Joseph Martoglio

Elizabeth Antonelli

Nicholas Mavrogiannis

David C. Babetski
Michelle Ball
Kimberly Berke
Hanna Berman
Sara Birkenthal
Mallory R. Boesch
Vlad Bouchouev
Sally F. Bregman
Ariel Burns
Julia L. Burns
Jane Cederroth
Kristina Chabrier

Kathryn Millen
Charlotte Morabito
Natalie Morrison
Daniel F. Morse
Anna C. Morton
Alyson Moskowitz
Taylor Murtishaw
Dana Newman
Katherine Nguyen
Robert O’Rourke
Su Pak
Marisa Palestino

Amanda Chang

K. Nicole Papadopoulos

Meredith L. Clark
Colleen Cleary
Philip Cohn
Anthony DePaolo

Kiran Patankar
Katherine Payne
Jaclyn Pellicano
Andrea Petrarca

Sophie Dekoning-Teasdale Matthew Pogue

Natalie DiFrancesco
Anthony DiIorio
Marie DiIorio
Daniel R. Dickstein

Alexander Powell
David Pusar
Eric H. Rachman
Robert Realmuto

Joshua Einbinder

Christopher Rhodes

Mark Fischetti
Zachary Friss
Amanda Garfinkel
Daryl W. Garfinkel
Sophia Geskin
Nina Godbee
Alexandra Goldin
Natalie K. Golikov

Samantha Ritter
Nicole Rosenberg
Hannah Rubin
Raisa Rubin
Daniel F. Russo
Harrison Sacks
Joshua S. Schwartz
Melissa Shulman

Briana Goncalves

Eriene-Heidi Sidhom

Kelsey Greenfield
Bridget Grogan
Eric L. Hagstrom
Monica Hong
James Hughes
Michael Irving
Gabrielle Jakub
Jennifer Jean-Louis
Ethan S. Krell
Rachel Kreutzer
Alexander Leone
Jenna Leopold
Alice Li
Elizabeth Lisooey
Justin Lo
Amanda Lojo
Maria Lomaka
Erin Lukowiak
Gregory Luppescu

Amanda Simmons
Moira Smith
Marisa Stotter
Ellen Straus
Lauren Sullivan
Jay Tieman
Michael Tormey
Patrick Tresnan
Nicholas Vicinio
Jennifer Weidman
Amy Weiss
Andrew Weiss
Alan D. Workman
Julianne C. Yee
Joseph Yoo
Daniel J. Zavaro
Tara Zierler
Steven Zilberberg
Jordyn Zucker

9th Grade Distinguished
Blaine Aberdeen
Jamie T. Ackerman
Meredith Ambinder
Allison Ammermuller
Elaine Anderson
Elise B. Annis
Christin Aswad

Kamil Lupicki
Dalton Mack
Grace MacKenzie
Olivia Magnanini
Eric Mandelblatt
Jessica Margolies
Drew Margolis

David Athenson

Amanda Markowski

Zachary Bakhtin
Caraugh Ball
Richard Barber
Leslie Bartsch
Scott M. Bernstein
Zachary Bowman
Katie Brennan
Emily S. Budnick
Abigail Burton
Michael Byrne
Amanda Centrella

Laura Marvin
Nicholas McAlister
Mary McKevitt
Gregory Mitchell
Sara N. Mitchell
Jessica Mondon
Marisa Mormile
Samuel Mumford
Lisa Nehring
Maria Niemiera
Michael Oster

a small school of
uncommon quality where
education is considered an Art.

Lingbo Chen
Chloe E. Cherin
Vincent Clark
Catherine Cordeiro
G. Peter Cornell
Tracy Dalton
Tara E. Daly
Jennifer Danielsson
Seth I. Davidson
Amanda Diaz
Kristen Dilzell
Kelly P. Dohm
Ashley Dunnan
Scott Dyer
Casey Elkoury

Kevin O’Rourke
Caitlyn Oster
Desirae Ott
Sarah Ozdamar
Ricky Passananti
Christopher Patella
Ojus Patil
Sarah Pecker
Patrick Pellicano
Courtney Phillips
Markel Pitt
Catherine E. Porta
Brittany M. Pryor
Colleen E. Psomas
David R. Purdy

Christopher Engel

Adric Quackenbush

Felicia J. Erlich
Kate Fallon
Elizabeth Falzon
William Farrell IV
Rachael Feeney
Lauren Finestein
Kaitlin Fleck
Alena Fleming
Shauna Fontenelli
Andrew K. Ford

Sarah E. Queller
Jonathan Ramalho
Daniella Regencia
Matthew T. Renart
Brittany Reyes
Jessica Riegel
Drew Ritter
Adam L. Rubin
Peter Rucinsky
Ryan Salmon

Remi G. Formal
Alexander Forstenhausler

Lindsey Ann Sauerwein
Elizabeth L. Scanlon

Marisa Fortino
Claire S. Fox
Joshua S. Friedman
Sheri Friedman

Melanie Schor
Laura Schwab
William Schwartz
Jonathan Sheflin

Jason Frost

Julie Anne Shelman

Kelly Furlong
Angelina Garneva

Marlena Sheridan
Daniel Shorrock

Sarah M. Garry

John-William Sidhom

Emily Gee
Kelly Gelber
Melissa J. Gerckens
Lindsay Goldberg
Jana Goldfarb
Andrew Goldman
Marissa Goldner
Ilene Goodman
Alyson Guerriero
Tegest Hailu

Jenna Skoller
Leanne Skorge
Brendan Smith
Bryan J. Smith
Darrell Ann Smith
Jacqueline Snyder
Jesse Solomon
Brent Souders
Kate M. Statton
Jack Sternal

Meredith Hanley

Jacob Stevens-Haas

William Harbaugh
Matthew Harris
Zachary Harris
Ying He
Leanne P. Hewit
Christine Isabella
Timothy Jacob
Gerald Jakubovic
Alexandra Jenkins
Phillip John
Daniel J. Johnson
Madeline C. Joyce
Su Jun
Christopher Kalis
Gillian Kape
Anya M. Kaplan
Daniel J. Kehler
Valerie Keil
Meredith Kender
Erika Kettleson

Virginia Stroup
Cheryl Tarnofsky
Katherine Taylor
James N. Thayer
Julie Tiedrich
Suzanne Toriello
Douglas Townsend
John J. Trimble
Andrea S. Turitz
William Uhr
Alex Vanarelli
Nicole Vendetti
Michael P. Verrier
Ted Vincett
Jason Waks
Sarah Weber
Francesca Welham
Heather Welham
Gregory Whitman
Molly G. Williams

Emily Kieczykowski

Ayn Carlee Wisler

Elizabeth J. Kline
Charles Woehr
Bryan Knapp
Cassandra Wright
Logan T. Knisely
Alexander Wronski
Anna E. Koehler
Caroline Yost
Julia Korn
Benjamin Zakarin
Aron L. Zavaro

11th Grade Honor Roll
James Adams
Erin M. Bange

Ji Seul Kim
Kaitlin Kominsky

Ben Baron

Stephanie Korunow

Dennis Bartsch
Andrew R. Bogatko
Jennifer Brotman
Lauren Brunhofer

Tim Kuehn
Robert Laforge
Alison Lambert
Max H. Lazar

Caitlin C. Burke

Allison MacDonald

Matthew J. Burton
Jessica A. Campo
Christopher Chin
Samantha D. Chu
Patrick Clancy
Catherine Cognetti

Arielle Magnanini
Benjamin Maimon
Michael Mathews
Gillian McGovern
Julia Medzhitova
Holly Messina

Far Brook is a small,
coeducational day school
in Short Hills for children from
Nursery through the Eighth
grade. Since its founding in
1948, Far Brook has offered
its students an innovative
and challenging academic
curriculum in which great
music, literature and art
are a natural part of each
child’s daily life.

OPEN HOUSE
Mon., Jan. 8, 2007
or

Call for Tour
RSVP 973-379-3442

Far Brook
School
52 Great Hills Road
Short Hills
www.farbrook.org
All decisions on admissions are made without
regard to race, religion, sex or national origin.

Christina M. Cognetti

Erin Miller

Elise Colasanti
Kyle E. Cortley
Ian Devaney

Ariel E. Mone
Michael P. Nika
Ellen O’Brien

Michael Dibble

Carolyn Ortiz-Wood

Melvin Diep
Alison Donohue
Kerriann Dooley

Corrine Parkinson
Alexandra Pecora
Matthew J. Pena

Benjamin J. Dornfeld

Marissa R. Perch

Connor Doyle
Rose M. Driscoll
Evan Einstein
Michele Eniclerico
Josefine Eriksson
Craig Esposito
Danielle Evans
Brian Fabiano

Evan T. Porch
Daniel Ramalho
Andrew Realmuto
Michael Rediker
Bena Reiter
Ellen R. Scariati
Tessa Schaaf
Sari Schwartz

Matthew A. Feniger
Cornelius Fitzpatrick
Andrew Foltz-Morrison

James L. Seip
Danielle Sgalardi

Rachel E. Ganz

Roshni Shah
Evan Shapiro
Jordan Sharif
Deborah Siegel
Anna Smith

William D. Geltzeiler

Rachel Ann St. Lifer

Marissa Friedman
Matthew Fritz
Alexander Fruchtman

Rachel Gray
Patrick Stanley
Claire Harris
Casey B. Steinberg
Agustina Healy
Alannah Suchomel
Caitlin Hewett
Jacqueline Sull
Benjamin Hiller
Melissa K. Virzi
David Hyslip
Narihiko Watanabe
Danielle Infantino
Hannah Weisman
Michael Kane
Domenick Wissel
Allison M. Kehler
Tianyou Xu
Maria Kheyman
Eric C. Zagorski
Lisa S. Zavetz

10th Grade Honor Roll
Michael Abbattista
Brandi Alvarez

Charles W. Laird
Jacob Lang

Neil K. Amato

Christopher Latimer

Jennifer Ames
Robert W. Angus
Julian M. Applebaum
Paul Bai
Trevor Barnes
Tessa Bohman
Nicholas K. Breza

Jason Lipschutz
Allison Lowenstein
Daniel G. Ludlum
Catherine Maguire
Andrew Marra
Cyndil Matthew
Thomas Maxwell

Jillian Brinberg

Elizaabeth McCarthy

Amy E. Brown
Jackson Browning
Erin E. Cahill
Jack T. Camillo
Shelby Carlin
Charles Cary
Tara A. Castellone
Matthew Catenacci
Panos Chantzis
Vasilis Chantzis
Benjamin Colvin
Julia Conroy
Alexis Constantine
Brittany Cortinhal
Nicholas Defreitas

Matthew Moraga
Eric Moran
Thomas J. Mruz
Brian Muller
Julia Murphy
Shannon Murray
Lauren Nemiroff
Elaheh Nozari
Mairead O’Boyle
David P. Ortuso
Evan Paulan
William S. Perry
Edward Purcell
Caroline M. Raba
Casey Reimlinger

Christopher Delafuente

Samantha Roscigno

Nicholas Dougert
Jenna N. Roth
Craig Dyer
Brigid Ryan
Eric Fahrenthold
Todd Saunders
Lauren Farrell
Jeannette Sharpless
Christine Feldbauer
Jacob Shiffman
Margaret Flannery
Carla Somnolet
Shannon Foley
Maxwell Sugarman
Michael Forgash
Richard Sweeney
Dan Fussman
Elizabeth Thode
Danielle L. Gillyard
Dean Thompson
Dominique Gillyard
Jocelyn Tiller
Christopher Graf
Ross Tucker
Jessica Harris
Alexandra Tunis
Nina Helfman
Douglas Velasco
Matthew Isabella
Alexa Vendetti
Allison Jakobovic
Julia Watkins
Hyung Yoon Jang
Peter M. Williams
Sneha Seel Kakileti
Corey Wisler
Kathryn Kiefer
Kyle H. Wright
Julia S. Knaus
Kevin Yang
Henry Kwok
Danielle Zamarelli
Arielle Ziering

9th Grade Honor Roll
Calvin Antoniewicz

Rebecca MacQuaide

Jacob Archambault
Katherine Bang
Jacquelyn Buckman
Rebecca Castaldo
Lacy Cummings
Andrew Deutchman
Brandon Dietz

Molly C. Maher
Andrew J. Marino
Alexander Maslow
Matthew Meserole
Adam Metz
Daniel Nash
Sara J. Nelson

Mary-Juliet Donohue

Alexandra O’Brian

Seth Egert
William Eisenhauer
Lia Fagan
Adam Fine
David Fishman
Elizabeth Frankola
Maximilan Fusaro
Bridget Gallagher
Margaret Gaskill
Andrew M. Gates
Emily Gluck
Michael A. Greco

Wade Preston
Stephanie Rego
Jacquelyn Rice
Amy Roggenburg
Diana J. Rogut
Matthew Sanders
Sean P. Scrudato
Samantha Seib
Julian Seltzer
Meredith H. Smith
Darla Stabler
Lindsay Steinbach

Edward Greener
Caitlin Guest
Connor Hewett
Meghan Ince
Kelly Irving
Halli James
Brett C. Johnson
Rebecca Kape
Samantha Kaufman

Andrew Storcks
John E. Taylor
Matthew F. Teese
Scott Thien
Christina Tsui
Diana Vasel
Katherine Venezia
Queenie Villa
Denise Virzi

Robyn T. Knapp

Matthew Weintraub

Nicolette Koerner
Joseph Kramkowski
Kristin A. Kukis
Tracy Landon
Gabriella LaRosa

Emily Williams
Kelsey Wilson
Rosina Wissel
Marie Tara Wyant
Bowei Zhang

More Education
on Page 18

THE STUDENT VIEW
The weekly column written by local high school students

Iraqi People are ‘Free,’ But
Remain Mired in Civil War
By NEIL FITZPATRICK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Saddam Hussein is dead. He was
executed last Saturday, December 30,
2006 by the current Iraqi government
in an old military intelligence headquarters in a Shiite neighborhood in
Baghdad. Ironically, during his time
as dictator, Saddam held several executions of dissenters at the same facility. The question remains, what now?
The intention of this inquiry is not
to cast doubt on whether or not
Hussein deserved to die. Even as an
opponent of the death penalty, it would
be hard to justify sparing his life.
He was executed for the murders of
148 Shiite Muslims in 1982, and was
in the middle of a trial for the genocide of 180,000 Kurds in Northern
Iraq from 1987 to 1988. Rather, the
question is meant to suggest a look at
our continued role in the war today.
It is no secret that Saddam’s death
was generally greeted as good news
across America. It serves as a rare
tangible accomplishment in a war
where victories are as hard to define
as the enemies. But will it bring the
nightmare to an end?
Our original intention in invading
the region was to eliminate weapons
of mass destruction. When that proved
false, the mission became liberating
the Iraqi people.
At least 3,000 American soldiers
have died for that cause, a number that
is not heard enough, not felt enough in
this country, where the majority of
opposition to the war is apathetic at
best. Along with that, 52,000 Iraqi
civilians are dead, a figure which brings

new meaning to the word “liberation.”
Now, with the death of the tyrant
who controlled the nation, an era in
Iraq’s history comes to a close. The
Iraqi people are “free,” but the Iraqis
are mired in civil war. The execution
of Saddam has given Sunni insurgents
a martyr, and deepened their resolve.
So what now? It seems obvious that
the war must end as quickly as possible.
However, a new purpose has evolved
out of the mistake: we are now at least
partially responsible for the Iraqi people.
When we assumed the role of “liberating” force, we took on certain responsibilities. To abandon these people
to civil war would be to render meaningless the entire ordeal, including
Saddam Hussein’s death. Measures
must be taken to avoid all out civil war,
and they must be diplomatic.
I do not assume to know how to do
this. Indeed, it seems to be a question
that is stumping even our national
government. So what now?
Now, we do what any self-respecting student faced with an impossible
problem would do: we find the smartest kid in the class and listen. A new
congress should give a new perspective on the war, and fresh ideas on
how to end it.
It is time for a committee to be formed,
and hearings to take place. Let the
smart kids talk, the ones with experience in the region, and the ones with no
experience or preconceptions. Let us
hear all sides to the issue, Shiite, Sunni,
Kurd, and maybe we will find a solution. At least we will learn something.
Neil is a junior at Westfield High
School.
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Raider Cagers Rally to Grab
Third in Kowal Hoops Classic
By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood boys
basketball team caught fire to rally
past South Plainfield, 50-46, to capture third place in the John “Butch”
Kowal Tournament in Rahway on
December 29.
The Raiders got a 26-point effort
from junior guard Greg Bayard and a
15-point effort from Bryan Dougher
to soar past Summit in the first round,
63-57. Then they were overshadowed,
however, by Rahway in the semifinals, 60-44 on December 28. Dougher

poured in 28 points and Bayard sank
eight points.
A very strong shooting finish in the
fourth quarter catapulted the 4-2 Raiders past South Plainfield. Senior forward Darnell Dortch led the Raiders
with nine-points, four assists and four
rebounds. Junior guard Dan
DeCataldo finished with seven points,
connected from downtown, hauled in
two rebounds, had two assists and
added a steal. Sophomore Reggie
Solomon netted six points, had two
assists and swiped two basketballs.
Coming off the bench, sophomore

forward Kevin Maroney and junior
Greg Zabel each scored four points
and junior forward Rob Zekunde
added a bucket and two rebounds.
Bayard and Dougher combined for
16 points and six rebounds. Junior
Lordly Okarter contributed two
points, three rebounds and an assist.
Shamai Santiago led the Tigers with
15 points.
“We didn’t play hard in the first
half at all so I started different guys
looking for a good combination in the
second half. They played hard and
CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MORE THAN JUST A FINE SCORER…Mike Venezia, No. 22, was not only strong offensively but he was also a strong part
of the Blue Devils’ defense that held Rahway in check in the Kowal championship game.

VENEZIA PUMPS IN 26 POINTS, BONARD BUCKETS 17

Blue Devils Rip Indians, 69-54
To Grab Kowal Hoops Crown
By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CONCENTRATING HEAVILY ON DEFENSE…Raider Lordly Okarter, No. 32, sticks close to his opponent in the 50-46
victory over South Plainfield at the Kowal tournament.

CASTRORAO, SHAFFER EACH GRAB FIFTH PLACES

Blue Devil John Barnes Gets
Second at Park Mat Tourney
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Westfield High School Blue Devil
sophomore John Barnes stepped up
another level when he placed second
at 119-lbs at the Park Invitational
wrestling tournament, which featured
powers Howell, Roselle Park, West
Milford and Hanover Park. Howell,
the defending champions, retained
the title with 189.5 points, while the

hosting Panthers finished second at
161.5. The Blue Devils had 40 team
points.
Howell entered nine wrestlers in
the finals and claimed six champions.
The Panthers entered six into the finals and had three champions. The
Madison squad that finished fifth
claimed two individual champions.
Barnes, seeded third, pinned Dan
Gallego of Morristown in 4:58, then

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

THE FINISHING TOUCHES…Blue Devil Andy Castrorao, top, stuck Marcus
Ruiz of Piscataway in 4:54 then he claimed fifth at 152-lbs when he pinned
Hanover Park’s Matt Mellilo in 3:04.

met second-seeded Panther Anthony
Zangari, who placed fourth in the
Union County Tournament last year
at 103-lbs. After being taken down
in the first period, Barnes came to
life, scored two second-period
takedowns, then added two more
takedowns and a three-point nearfall
to grab an 11-5 victory and a trip to
the finals. Although receiving no
CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

Since an opening-season loss to
Linden, the Westfield High School
basketball boys has rolled off four
straight victories when they thrashed
Rahway, 69-54, to repeat as John
“Butch” Kowal Memorial Classic
champions in Rahway on December
29. The Blue Devils reached the finals by first eliminating St. Peter’s,
35-32, then by humbling South
Plainfield, 53-39, in the semifinals on
December 28. Last year, the Blue
Devils claimed the title by ripping St.

SPF’s Alleman Breaks
Meet Record in Shot
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School junior Mike Alleman set a
meet record in the shot put with a
personal-best heave of 56’11.75”
at the 11th Drew Invitational indoor track meet at Drew University in Madison on December 29.
The previous record of 54’10.25”
was set five years ago by Mike
Mozer of Kennelon.
Raider Erin Rossi won the girls
shot put with a shove of 35’9”. The
Raider foursome of Kyle Grizzard,
Mike Katz, Mike Chervenyak and
Kyle Rowbotham won the 4x400
relay with a time of 3:38.34.
Westfield High School Blue Devil
Evan Friedman won the 800-meter
run with a time of 2:06.57.

Peter’s of Jersey City, 56-35.
The Blue Devils were on their game
offensively and defensively against
the Rahway Indians. Senior guard
Mike Venezia sank 26 points, including four 3-pointers. He pulled down
nine rebounds and committed larceny with three steals. Tom Bonard
nailed 17 points, including one from
downtown, finished with 14 assists
and swiped three basketballs. Dan
Pritsker (4-for-5 free throws) pumped
in 14 points. Anthony DiIorio netted
seven and Mike Lessner went 4-for-4
from the foul line. Wendel Simmons
led the Indians with 13 points.
“We basically came out with a game
plan that we wanted to make them a
half-court team and our kids executed
it. As a young team, we thought that
they would struggle a little bit, so we
really worked on our transition and
worked on offensive rebounding,”
said Blue Devil Head Coach Kevin
Everly. “We’re really starting to take
pride in our defense, holding teams to
thirties and doing a really good job
making scenarios when we’re eliminating transitions and easy baskets

See photos of Sports:
on www.goleader.com
Roselle Park Wrestling Invt’l
Westfield/Dayton Basketball
SPF/Par Hills Wrestling
Westfield/Rahway Basketball
SPF/S. Plainfield Basketball

with a team like this and forcing to
score off a half court. Offensively,
our goal was not to turn the ball over
and make them pay when they started
gambling.”
The Blue Devils jumped on the
Indians with a 13-4 first-quarter run.
Pritsker hit seven points, including a
3-pointer. Venezia banged in a 3pointer and Bonard added the remainder.
In the second quarter, the Blue
Devils gave the Indians a multiple
look defensively, which confused
them. Meanwhile, Venezia hit for 10
more points, including a three-pointer,
Bonard put in six points and Lessner
hit 4-for-4 from the stripe to increase
the lead to 33-18 at the half.
With a 22-16 run, the Blue Devils
elevated their lead to 55-34 by the
final quarter. Venezia burned in eight
points, Bonard bucketed five-points,
CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

HOME FOR SALE

Wychwood
Center Hall Colonial
Good neighborhood
4 bedrooms
3 1/2 baths
Sale by owner
$1,650,000
(908) 416-4460
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Devil’s Den

You Can’t Always Get
What You Want

Devil of the Week
Mike Venezia
Boys basketball

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WINNING A TIGHT BOUT…Raider Joe Bachi, top, defeated Viking Paul
Crutchlow, 3-0, at 160-lbs

BAKER GETS FASTEST PIN IN 0:23

Raider Wrestlers Level
Par Hills Vikings, 52-21
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Junior 215-pounder Keith Baker
got the 4-1 Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School wrestling team on a roll
that resulted in a 52-21 victory over
Parsippany Hills on December 30 in
Morris Plains when he recorded the
fastest of seven Raider pins on the
afternoon.
Baker tossed Viking Anthony
Corigliano to his back in 23 seconds,
using a devastating lateral drop then
heavyweight Joe Blaes wrestled a
fine bout to hold Viking big man
Spencer Williams to a 1-0 victory.
Raider Dave Casmas won a wild,
11-8, decision over Zack Adamczyk
at 103-lbs. After recording three reversals and two escapes, Cosmas
turned Adamczyk to his back for a
three-point nearfall to account for the
margin of victory.
The Vikings won the next two bouts
by fall to take a 15-9 team lead but,
from that point until the final bout,
the Raiders would roll off eight
straight victories beginning with Sal
Gano’s 4:43 (half nelson, body press)
fall over Joe Molloy at 125-lbs. At
130-lbs, Mike Ferrara made a good
stab at beating Baker’s fall, but had to
settle for a 43-second pin.
At 135-lbs, Raider Ricky Olsson
punished Jason Morales with a fivepoint lateral drop takedown and a
double arm bar before settling him in
3:00 with a muscle lateral drop.
“I wanted to try the throw. It
worked! I worked my moves on top
and built up a nice lead. It does feel
good to get somebody in a double
arm bar. It’s very tough to get out of.
It is a devastating move,” said Olsson
who added. “I muscled him over with
a nice Gable to get the pin in the end.”

WESTFIELD

Rob Desiato scored a reversal and
an under-hook nearfall on 140-lb
Mike Egan and added two more reversals before pinning him in 4:45
with a lever half nelson. Next, 145-lb
Pat Mineo tried nearly every trick in
the book to pin the very conservative
Tim Shevolone, but had to settle for
an 11-2, majority decision. Toward
the end of his bout, Mineo let
Shevelone escape in order to work a
possible pinning move from the
takedown position.
“A lot of guys who I am wrestling
are just trying not to get pinned so it’s
tough with them on bottom not trying
to get out,” said Mineo. “But I got to
keep working through that. I’m more
comfortable on my feet so, usually I
will cut him and go for my takedown.
I wanted to go for a duck under and
work a Turk but he is one of their
tougher kids. He put up a good fight.”
At 152-lbs, Trevor Cannon used a
leg scissors and a power half/head
smother to quell Jay Rakoski in 1:42.
At 160-lbs, Joe Bachi scored a
takedown and added a penalty point
to defeat Paul Crutchlow, 3-0. At 171lbs, Dave DeNichilo used a headand-arm slip through takedown, then
shifted to a crunching half nelson to
pin Hannes David in 1:18.
BOUT SEQUENCE:
215: — Baker (S) p Corigliano, 23
Hwt: — Williams (P) d Blaes, 1-0
103: — Casmas (S) d Adamczyk, 11-8
112: — Jose Sosa (P) p Jeremy
Cinafonte, 1:11
119: — Ben McNeil (P) p Wes Morrison, :46
125: — Gano (S) p Molloy, 4:43
130: — Ferrara (S) p Herka, :43
135: — Olsson (S) p Morales, 3:00
140: — Desiato (S) p Egan, 4:45
145: — Mineo (S) md Shevelone, 11-2
152: — Cannon (S) p Rakoski, 1:42
160: — Bachi (S) d Crutchlow, 3-0
171: — DeNichilo (S) p David, 1:18
189: — Joe Melenka (P) p Joe Sebolao, :34

$949,000

Exquisite Colonial with enchanting arts and crafts styling, hardwood
floors, box beam ceilings, fabulous new Eat-In Kitchen with granite
counters and top-of-the-line appliances, large Master Bedroom with
luxury bath, beautifully landscaped yard with koi pond.

WESTFIELD

$889,900

Bright and spacious Center Hall Colonial includes a Family Room
with fireplace off large Eat-In Kitchen, 8 rooms, 4 Bedrooms, 2.5
baths, CAC, 2-car garage, hardwood floors, neutral décor and so
much more. Close to town, schools and NYC transportation.

Any time people vote on something, not everybody is going to agree
with the results. Amazingly in this
country, you can actually win something — like, oh say, a presidential
election — without getting the most
votes. (Or by making sure some votes
aren’t actually counted.) America is
one place where majority does not
always rule.
(Whoever thought up electoral
votes anyhow? Why should my vote
count for more if I live in California
than if I live in Pennsylvania or New
Jersey? It’s just my single vote, no?
Talk about a dumb idea.)
Anyhow, here are some interesting
results from the recent Top 885 Musical Artists of all-time, as voted on
by the listeners (all over the country,
via the computer) of WXPN 88.5 FM
in Philadelphia. (You can view the
entire list at www.wxpn.org.) Whether
you agree with the results or not, at
least XPN does it right — whoever
got the most votes was the winner.
Obviously, you’re never going to
please everybody. And really, picking between the Beatles and Bob
Dylan is way harder than, say, picking between Paris and Rory on the
Gilmore Girls, or that perennial
toughie, White Diamond or White
Castle on the ride home.
XPN’s voters went with the Beatles.
I went with Dylan. But the Beatles of
the post-1965 era (Rubber Soul, Revolver, Sgt. Pepper and Magical Mystery Tour) were certainly excellent.
(And give a listen to producer George
Martin’s new Love, a mashed version
of many Beatles classics!) Dylan, of
course, was tremendous from the start
as a folkie/protest singer, turned it up
several notches with Highway 61
Revisted and hasn’t stopped, adding
later-day classics like Blonde on
Blonde and Blood on the Tracks, all
the way through this year’s excellent
Modern Times.
There really shouldn’t be very many
problems with the top two picks, in
whichever order. But at No. 3, the
Rolling Bones? Sure, people still pay
millions and millions of dollars to
watch their exploding light show (to
hide the fact they don’t have it musically anymore?) and to watch Jagger
parade around on stage like a fool.
Maybe in 1963 or 1964 … even
1965. But this is 2007. The Stones
haven’t had a really good album since
the Beatles broke up in the late ’60s,
or since the death of Brian Jones, the
Stones’ founder, visionary and finest
musician. And that was after he’d
been dumped from the group by the
less-visionary, less-talented but more
money-oriented Mick Jagger and
Keith Richards. (Sounds eerily simi-

MOUNTAINSIDE

lar to the situation with Brian Wilson,
the leader of the Beach Boys, who
wanted to spread his musical wings
in the late ’60s, while cousin Mike
Love wanted to keep raking in the
money from teenagers buying
Wilson’s sun, surf, and cars-oriented
songs.)
Seriously, the Rolling Stones ahead
of Bruce Springsteen? Led Zeppelin?
NeilYoung? The Who? Van Morrison?
David Bowie? Elvis (at No. 19?)
Presley? The Beach Boys? U2? Even
the Greatful Dead?
Please!
There were other shaky picks: the
Ben Folds Five came in at No. 78,
while Curtis Mayfield was 356, Jerry
Lee Lewis 611 and the great Dion
DiMucci 728 (seven hundred and
friggin’ 28?)!
Oh, and I’ll take Paris and two
large cheeseburgers with pickles and
onions at the White Diamond.
JERSEY UPDATE
Until Gary Kehler became WHS’s
football coach in 1961, there was
very little rhyme or reason to the
numbering of jerseys, as far as positions.
The unbeaten 1947 team, under
coach Joe Freeman, lined up across
the line with end Dick Fischer (35),
guard Dick Batt (44), center Ted
Frankenbach (31), guard Al Eichhorn
(41), tackles Bob Schmitz (24) and
Charles Hemminger (51) and end
Gerry McGinley (14). In the
backfield it was Charley Schrope
(13), Rick McGinley (40), Bud Wilson (38), Rudy Lantz (27) and Sam
Mitchell (20).
In 1960, in Les Zorge’s final year
as coach, his single wing lineup across
the front was end Dwight Winn (37),
guard Greg Weiss (48), center Tom
Nelson (36), guard Pete Braun (49),
tackles Bob Duncan (46) and John
Griner (44) and end Scott Ellis (43),
with backs Reitze (41), Jim Kovacs
(50), Bill Bryant (31) or Clark Byam
(52), and Ross Mannino (42) or Eddie
Galauski (32).
Kehler came in and had the ends
wearing jerseys in the 40s, guards in
the 50s, tackles in the 60s, centers in
the 70s, quarterbacks in the teens and
running backs in the 20s and 30s.
Later the ends were the 80s, tackles
70s, guards 60s, centers 50s, quarterbacks teens, running backs 20s, 30s,
40s. These days some players even
wear single digit numbers.
Here are a couple of other interesting facts about WHS jerseys:
After wearing No. 45 as a sophomore safety at WHS in 1958, Jim
Leitz moved to Orchard Park, N.Y.,
before his junior year. He was a Parade High School All-American there

$638,900

and had his jersey, No. 79!, retired.
He was later a Little All-American at
Williams College. The speedy Leitz
had figured to become the feature
back in Zorge’s run-dominated single
wing attack, so that job went instead
to Bob Wolfgang in 1959 (who ran
for 251 yards vs. Dayton, still No. 2
on the WHS all-time list) and Dave
Reitze in 1960 (who carried a school
record 249 times for 1,274 yards, still
No. 2 all-time).
Staying in that era, how about Pete
Braun, arguably the finest offensive
lineman and linebacker in school history? He wore 46 as a sophomore in
1958, 48 as a junior and finished up
with 49. He earned All-State honors
as Nos. 48 and 49.
Another interesting jersey situation is Dom Sisto, the team’s blocking back/quarterback in 1939, when
he wore No. 86, and 1940, when he
switched to No. 11. In 1941, firstyear coach Spittin’ Joe Freeman
wanted captain Bob Lowe at blocking back, so Sisto was moved to
guard, although the mighty mite kept
his No. 11.
As expected, we missed a name or
two when we listed different jersey
numbers as possibilities to be retired.
Without rosters/programs for most of
the past 15 years, we went by memory,
and somehow managed to forget Jan
Cocozziello, the multi-talented quarterback and safety who wore No. 12 a
couple years ago.
With Cocozziello joining Ted
Vreeland, Loren Rodewig, Dwight
Davies, John Brown, Joe and Tom
Della Badia, Todd Prybylski and Lou
Rettino, No. 12 ranks right up there as
a potential jersey number to retire
with No. 14 (Dom Urciuoli, Gerry
McGinley, Bill Clarke, Bob and Roger
Brewster, Joe Monninger, Matt
McDonough, Kevin Morris, Brian
Butts, Pete Antonelli) and No. 22
(Doggy Porst, Jim Lambert, Charlie
Clark, Ken Blackwell, Tim Green,
Owen Brand, Dondi Chambliss, Billy
Byrne, Doug Kehler, Chuck Mueller,
Mark Nelson, Dave Duelks, Kevin
Dowling), among others.
We will bring this up with coach
Jim DeSarno. It’d be awesome for the
WHS football program to retire a
number at Kehler Stadium, say at
halftime of either the SPF or Cranford
game, or the Thanksgiving Day game
when it’s at home, and have as many
of the players who wore that jersey as
can be located be there for the event.
HOLIDAY UPDATE
The WHS boys basketball team
had a successful title defense at the
Butch Kowal Memorial Classic in
Rahway. After knocking off previously unbeaten St. Peter’s Prep 35-32

SCOTCH PLAINS

in the first round — even holding the
preppies scoreless during the second
quarter — WHS beat South Plainfield
53-39 in the semifinals before handing previously unbeaten Rahway a
69-54 loss in the final.
The WHS girls basketball team
started the holidays with a bummer of
an overtime loss at Kinnelon on Dec.
23. But they bounced back in the
Pepe-Levee Memorial Tournament in
Springfield, handling Bernards (first
round) and Dayton (semifinals) before knocking off Oak Knoll 45-27 to
go 3-0 in the round-robin event.
The WHS wrestlers competed in
the Roselle Park Tournament, finishing eighth. Sophomore John Barnes
placed second at 119, the only Devil
to make finals or consolations.
Interestingly, all three WHS teams
will face archrival SPF to open up
2007, the 4-1 boys hoopsters away
today at 4, the 4-2 girls home today at
4, and the 3-1 wrestlers away tomorrow at 7.
GOOD READING
If you didn’t get a copy of the
latest issue of Sports Illustrated, with
the Sportsman of the Year on the
cover, pick one up and read “The
Game of the Year” by Chris Ballard.
It’s a story about a football game
between two small high schools in
rural Arkansas, two former powerhouse teams who’ve fallen on hard
times and brought winless records
into the game back in October. It’s a
story about a player scoring nine
touchdowns and having his team lose.
It’s a story about a team that hadn’t
attempted a PAT kick all year winning in overtime on a PAT kick. It’s
a story about a player named Gus
(Goose) Johnson, who is a younger,
smaller and real-life version of “Radio” in the movie of the same name.
The coach allows the diminutive and
challenged Goose to practice with
the team — at safety on the scout
team, so he won’t get hurt — but he
never gets into a game until the final
minutes of the final game, when …
well, read the story and find out what
happens.
DEVIL OF THE WEEK
This week’s winner of a free sub
from Al the Owner at Westfield Subs
(261 South Avenue East) is Mike
Venezia. The senior co-captain scored
24 points in the semifinals and 26 in
the final of the Butch Kowal Memorial Classic in Rahway, as WHS successfully defended its title.
The Devil’s Den appears Thursday
in The Westfield Leader during the
scholastic season. Contact us with
comments, complaints, story ideas or
note-type items at bj1019@aol.com.
GO DEVILS!

$750,000

Ideal location! Affordably priced! Come see this beautifully maintained 3 Bedroom, 2 bath Colonial/Split in Mountainside, bordering on Westfield and close to shops and NYC transportation. Larger
than it seems. A must see!

Fabulous Berwyck Colonial offers soaring ceilings, great flow, hardwood floors, custom moldings and built-ins, fire-lit Family Room off
Kitchen with eat area, Living Room with vaulted ceiling, large Master with 2 walk-in closets and luxury bath, beautiful finished basement, tiered deck with trellis to yard.

WESTFIELD

SCOTCH PLAINS

$1,399,000

A new home! Exceptional French Normandie. Includes gourmet
Kitchen with professional appliances, butler’s pantry, separate breakfast room, 2-story Great Room adjoins glass enclosed Sun Room,
tandem fireplace, 5 Bedrooms, 4 baths and more.

$398,500

Southwyck Condo! Rare opportunity to own this very desirable and
spacious 3 Bedroom unit with many updates including gas furnace,
CAC, interior paint, wall-to-wall and more. 24-hour gatehouse, outdoor pool and tennis courts enhance lifestyle!
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MILLER STEALS 12, BUCKETS 20; VENEZIA SCORES 9

Blue Devil Lady Cagers ‘Rob’
Dayton, 43-24, in Pepe-Levee
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Junior guard Erin Miller went on a
thievery rampage with 12 steals and
her team added 10 more to lead the
Westfield High School girls basketball team to a 43-24 victory over
Jonathan Dayton in the Pepe/Levee
Memorial Tournament in Springfield
on December 29. The Blue Devils,
who won the tournament last year,
went on to defeat Oak Knoll, 45-27,
to finish 3-0 in this round-robin format on December 30.
The acts of theft surely kept the
Dayton Bulldogs’ scoring opportunities low but, when there were no acts
of theft, the Blue Devils’ defense stuck
to them like glue, especially to sophomore forward Jacqueline Kuczynski,
who did finish with 12 points.
“She’s fast! Her instincts are like a
cat,” Blue Devil Head Coach Joe
Marino said of Miller. “She sees it
and she just goes for the ball. She
finishes strong.”
“I usually look at their hips. You
can always tell where they are going
by the way their hips are moving,”
explained Miller who not only had 12

steals but also batted the ball away
several times. “We have been learning that our whole lives from our dads
and in practice we do defense a lot.”
“We knew that if we could trap
them in the front court they couldn’t
bring it to the backcourt. Our goal
was to keep the ball up as far as
possible so (Number) 34 (Kuczynski)
couldn’t get it,” said Blue Devil point
guard Gab O’Leary.
Miller finished with 20 points,
seven rebounds and three assists and
Stephanie Slodyczka added three
steals. Danielle Infantino and Tara
Handza (2 points, steal) each grabbed
three boards and Katie Cronin had
five rebounds and two points. But
freshman Diana Venezia (2 steals, 2
rebounds), who finished with nine
points, got things started by penetrating the inside and bucketing all seven
of the Blue Devils’ first quarter points.
“We wanted to get the post established. Once we got that established,
we could open up the perimeter,”
explained Marino.
After yielding a successful free
throw to Kuczynski, the 3-2 Blue
Devils rolled off the remaining 16

points of the quarter to take a 23-7
lead at halftime. Miller sank eight
points, including a 3-pointer. O’Leary
(3 assists, 2 steals) hit two free throws,
while Keri Pringle (7 rebounds) and
Venezia added two points each.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

Blue Devil Cagers Rap
Bernards Girls, 65-34
The Westfield High School girls
basketball team rumbled over Bernards, 65-34, on December 27. Junior Erin Miller poured in a teamleading 28 points (three 3-pointers),
made four steals, grabbed five rebounds and added four assists.
Gab O’Leary sank seven points
and had three assists. Dianna Venezia
pulled down 12 rebounds and had six
points. Casey El Koury, Keri Pringle
(4 rebounds) and Cyndl Matthew each
had four points. Tara Handza had
three points, Danielle Infantino and
Stephanie Slodyczka netted two
points and Charlotte O’Leary added
one.
Westfield
Bernards

13 23 12 17
4 12 12 6

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

HAVING A VERY PRODUCTIVE WEEK…Raider Ricky Olsson, top, manhandled 135-lb Viking Jason Morales and
pinned him in 3:00 with a muscle lateral drop. Olsson also won the 135-lb crown at the Goles Invitational.

GANO GRABS SECOND TITLE; ZAMZAM, OLSSON WIN

Raider Matmen Take Fourth
In John Goles Invitational

65
34

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School senior Sal Gano claimed his
second John Goles Invitational wrestling title and teammates Ricky Olsson
and Mike Zamzam picked up their
first titles at Warren Hills High School
on December 28. Edison won the
team title with 179.5 points and the

Rahway Cagers Stop
Raider Boys, 60-44

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GETTING INTO THE ACTION UNDERNEATH…Blue Devil freshman Diana Venezia, No. 15, draws heavy coverage
from the Dayton Lady Bulldogs underneath the basket.

The Rahway High School boys
basketball team advanced to the finals of the John “Butch” Kowal Memorial Classic after defeating Scotch
Plains-Fanwood, 60-44, in the semifinals at Rahway on December 28.
Bryan Dougher netted 28 points, including four 3-pointers, and Greg
Bayard scored eight points for the 32 Raiders.
Eric McCloud banged in 19 points,
Wendell Simmons scored 16 points
and Ronnie Sawyer bucketed 12 for
the 4-0 Indians.
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood
Rahway

10 14 8 12
10 14 12 24

44
60

Raiders, who sent seven wrestlers
into the finals, finished fourth in the
eight-team tournament with a total of
132.5.
Seeded first at 125-lbs, Gano received a bye then grabbed a 17-0,
5:01 technical fall over Gaito of Warren Hills before pinning Tony Colon
of Edison in 1:13 for the title. Last
year, Gano won the 119-lb crown
with a 6-3 victory over Ricky Chandler of Millburn.
“Sal just went out there, manhandled him and pinned him,” said
Raider Head Coach John Scholz.
“He’s focused. He’s on fire!”
Seeded second at 135-lbs, Olsson
defeated Deemer of Warren Hills and
Pelham of Newton before stopping
Gary Thompson of Edison in 1:00 for
the crown.
“He had a bad start at Seton Hall
but, since that day, he came back. He
had a great tournament,” said Scholz.
Zamzam found out what it looked
like to stand on the top podium when
he earned a 12-2, majority decision
over Sparta’s Ben Prohl for the 171lb title. Zamzam also beat Barilla of
Warren Hills, 8-2, and Kooyoumd of

Edison, 5-0.
“Mike, a second-year wrestler, is
stepping up to the plate. He’s a strong
kid! He’s a little rusty in a couple of
move areas but he put stuff together,”
said Scholz.
Raider senior Pat Mineo was denied his second Goles title when he
was defeated, 9-0, in the 145-lb finals
by Newton’s Austin Alpaugh, a state
qualifier at 140-lbs last year. Mineo,
seeded first received a bye and pinned
Korach of Warren Hills.
Sophomore Mike Ferrara placed
second at 130-lbs after being defeated
8-0 by Newton’s Kyle Huber. Earlier,
he received a bye then pinned Romero
of Edison in 1:15.
Trevor Cannon was defeated 11-4
in the 152-lb finals by Millburn’s
Chase Helwig. Cannon defeated
Artigliere of Warren Hills, 2-1, then
reached the finals with an 11-3 victory over Sparta’s Baccarella.
In the 215-lb finals, Raider Keith
Baker had a battle but dropped a 7-4
decision to Ben Kissane of Newton.
Earlier, he received a bye then pinned
Slevin of Sparta in 5:07.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

Put Our Neighborhood Knowledge To Work For You.
ELEGANT HOMES BY RALPH RAPUANO

WESTFIELD THE PINNACLE IN NEW CONSTRUCTION $3,400,000

A rare opportunity to own a distinctive custom Colonial. A beautifully landscaped ½ acre property will host this 6,000
SF gem. Exquisite unparalleled design, luxurious amenities & an enchanting setting combine to deliver an unsurpassed
level of excellence. This prestigious 19-room Classic includes a Grande master suite with fireplace, sitting room, his &
her walk-in closets, spa like bath & steam shower with seat & body sprays. 5 additional large bedrooms, 6 full & 2 half
baths and 2 solid oak staircases add convenience to luxury. Formal living room with wet bar, dining room, library with
fireplace, family room with fireplace will all be appointed with custom inlays in the hardwood floors & complemented
with custom designed ceilings. An oversized designer kitchen with French doors to a magnificent terrace will also
include granite tops, and a butler’s pantry adjoining itself to an elegant dining room. A finished basement will complete
this classic with over 2,750 SF, a full bath, enormous wet bar, rec room, sauna, exercise room and more. Work with the
builder now to make this house your home! Call Ralph for more details: 908-591-6283 (052001359)

BUY FOR $2,810/MO.

SCOTCH PLAINS OPEN HOUSE: SUN. 1/7 12-4PM

$648,427

Situated on a cul-de-sac, this beautiful 3 yr. old Colonial features an open floor plan. The spacious eatin kitchen, boasting granite counters & stainless steel appliances, adjoins a wonderful family room
highlighted with a gas fireplace. There is a formal dining room, office w/French doors, HWF & ½
bath. Sliders from the kitchen lead you out to the backyard. The 2nd fl. has a master bedroom with his
& her walk-in closets & master bath w/double vanity, Jacuzzi & stall shower. There are 3 add’l. bedrooms
& full bath. The large unfinished basement has high ceilings & there is a 1-car attached garage. This
is a great opportunity to own a newer home in Scotch Plains. DIR: Westfield Ave. to Nicole Ct. #10
(052001579)

BUY FOR $1,729/MO.

WESTFIELD

BY SCUTTI HOME CONSTRUCTION

$999,900

Featuring unparalleled craftsmanship & value. 5 bedroom, 5 full bath Colonial with hardwood floors
throughout, mahogany inlays in dining room, family room & first floor bedroom/office. Eat-in kitchen
with granite countertops & oversized walk-in pantry. Large master suite with 2 large walk-in closets &
master bath including Kohler corner Jacuzzi type tub & separate stall shower w/multiple body jets. Dual
zone CAC & gas heat, Marvin windows throughout. 30 year Timberline roof, Hardi Plank ™ exterior with
cultured stone façade & porch, park-like backyard with stone steps to paver patio. Oversized 2-car garage
with 14’ ceiling & ample storage. (052001346)

BUY FOR $3,467/MO.

BUY FOR $1,733/MO.

ELEGANT HOMES BY RALPH RAPUANO

WESTFIELD
NEW CONSTRUCTION
$799,900

WESTFIELD

OPEN HOUSE: SUN. 1/7 12-4PM

$399,000

Two bedroom Ranch, great Condo alternative with one-floor living at its best! Professionally landscaped
lot, spacious wood deck. Short distance from town, schools & NYC transportation. Loads of potential.
Great opportunity for 1st time buyers or downsizers to experience the best that Westfield has to offer. DIR:
Rahway to Washington #547 (052001552)

Custom Center Hall Colonial. Four
bedrooms, formal living and dining rooms,
family room with fireplace, designer kitchen
with granite countertops, hardwood floors
throughout, master bath with whirlpool tub,
full basement, walk-up attic, 2 ½ - 3 baths
and Hardi-Plank ™ exterior with masonry
accents. Still time to customize. Call Ralph
for more information. 908-591-6283
(052000587)

WESTFIELD

JUST CHARMING!

$399,900

Three bedroom, one bath Cape featuring a spacious living room, updated kitchen, beautiful large lot, onecar attached garage. Westfield schools for under $400,000. (052001297)

weichert.com
W E S T F I E L D O F F I C E 1 8 5 E L M S T R E E T / W E S T F I E L D, N J 0 7 0 9 0 / 9 0 8 - 6 5 4 - 7 7 7 7
Want A Low Monthly Payment? Meet with a local Gold Services Manager or call 800-788-7338.
Want A Low Monthly Payment? Meet with a local Gold Services Manager or call 800-788-7338. The monthly mortgage payments quoted in this ad are to qualified buyers buying a single family owner-occupied residence, based upon a 20% downpayment. The payments are calculated using a 3-1 interest only adjustable rate mortgage loan (ARM) with an initial interest rate of 6.500%, and an initial A.P.R. of 6.72%. Payments are interest only for the first 10 years, and from
year 11 through maturity, amortization is based on 20 years. The interest rate is based on an index plus a margin, with a loan amount of $500,000. The payment is fixed for the first 3 years, and because the interest rate may change after 3 years, the payment shown may change at the 4th year and annually thereafter subject to applicable margins and/or caps. At each adjustment, the interest rate is set at 2.5% above the index (margin) and it may not decrease or increase more than 2 percentage points (cap), and over the life of the loan, it may not increase or decrease more than 6 percentage points (lifetime cap). Figures used herein are approximate and do not include property taxes, condo/association fees, or hazard insurance. Interest rates quoted are as of 11/20/06 and subject to change. As an example, on a $500,000 30-year loan with an initial interest rate of 6.500%, the maximum amount that the interest rate can rise under this loan program is 6 percentage points to
12.500%, and the estimated monthly payment for the first 3 years is $2708.33 with a maximum interest payment of $3474.83 thru year 10 (Based on a Truth in Lending Disclosure Estimate) and a maximum principal and interest payment of $5336.29 after year 10. We are not responsible for typographical errors. You should ask about interest rate, margin, and other terms and conditions before you apply. Mortgage Access Corp. d/b/a Weichert Financial Services, Executive Offices, 225 Littleton
Road, Morris Plains, NJ, 07950. 1-800-829-CASH. Licensed by the NJ Dept. of Banking and Insurance. Licensed Mortgage Banker with the State Dept. of Banking in NY, CT, and PA. Licensed Lender in DE, MD, VA, D.C. Weichert Financial Services arranges loans with third-party providers. Equal Housing Lender. Weichert Financial Services is an affiliate of Weichert, Realtors®. For your benefit, consider a career in real estate. Call 1-800-301-3000 today!
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Lady Devils Rob
Dayton, 43-24
The Blue Devils rotated their entire
squad in-and-out during the third
quarter and the 3-2 Bulldogs were
able to have more success under the
boards with a 10-9 edge. Kuczynski
rolled in a lay-up and sank three free
throws. Miller added five more points.
Blue Devils Gabby Jakub (4 points,
steal) and Casey El Koury (5 rebounds, steal) each hit a 2-pointer.
“We let up on them a little in the
second half. We pulled back. Everything was working for us on the press,”
commented Marino.
Miller hit seven of the Blue Devils’
11 points in the final quarter to quiet
the Bulldogs.
Against the Oak Knoll Royals,
Miller added eight more steals, had
14 points and four rebounds. Venezia
had eight points and 10 rebounds, El
Koury and Handza each sank seven
points, Pringle had five points and
Jakub grabbed 11 boards. O’Leary
and Infantino sank two points each.
7 16 9 11
6 1 10 7
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Raider Cagers Rally to Grab
Third in Kowal Hoops Classic

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13

Westfield
Dayton
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that’s what I wanted,” said Raider
Head Coach Dan Doherty. “We came
back, got a couple of good shots,
made our free throws at the end and
that’s what won the game.”
An early surge first quarter set the
tone as the Tigers pushed past the
Raiders, 8-5 in the first quarter. Coach
Doherty rested some of his starters
but little changed, as the Tigers maintained their edge to take a 21-18 lead
into the locker room.
The Tigers succeeded in keeping
Dougher and Bayard in check until
Bayard erupted late in the third quarter for six points, including a 3-pointer.
Dougher sank four and Dortch added
three points.
Down by five points at the start the
fourth quarter, the Raiders settled
down and came to life offensively,
while the defense controlled the
boards and forced the Tigers to make
bad passes. DeCataldo hit a salvo
from downtown and added a steal.
Solomon, with his quickness, made

multiple steals and converted three
for six points. Dougher bucketed four
points. Maroney contributed to the
Raiders’ defense with two rebounds
and scored four points, while Zabel
and Bayard each went two-for-two
from the stripe.
“Some of our guys were not playing that hard, so Mr. Doherty tried to
fix it by putting in some bench guys to
pick up our fire and it worked out very
well because we all came out strong
and found some open shots,” said
DeCataldo.
“Defensively, we got up on our
man, put pressure on them, made
them turn the ball over and take bad
shots. Fortunately, I was able to make
a difference on the boards,” added
Maroney.
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood
South Plainfield

5 13 13 19
8 13 15 10

50
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Blue Devils Win
Kowal Tourney

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

The Westfield High School boys
basketball team advanced to face
Rahway in the finals of the John
“Butch” Kowal Memorial Classic
with a 53-39 victory over South
Plainfield on December 28 in Rahway.
Last year, the Blue Devils claimed
the title with a 56-35 victory over St.
Peter’s Prep.
Senior guard Mike Venezia led the
3-1 Blue Devils’ attack by sinking 26
points, including three 3-pointers, and
teammate Mike Lessner put in eight
points. Anthony DiIorio netted six
points. Tom Bonard and Dan Pritsker
each scored four points.

including a 3-pointer, DiIorio hit the
hoop with four points and Pritsker
contributed five points.
“Bonard really did a great job handling the basketball against their pressure, hitting open guys and really
made it happen today,” said Everly.
As to Venezia’s offensive weaponry, Everly added, “You got to be a
cannibal! If you’re not, he’s going to
make you pay. They struggled and he
had a big night.”
Rahway did manage to finish the
final quarter, outscoring the Blue
Devils, 20-14.
“Right from the tap, we just played
hard and we dug down on defense,
rebounded well and took them out of
what they wanted to do. And it
worked,” said Venezia. “Defensively,
we thought that we could stop them in
the half court and knew their points
would come off transition. We got
back on defense, boxed out and it
paid off. Offensively, Tommy is a
great point guard. He gets me shots
when we need them and he’s my
favorite player to play with.”
“This is just a taste of what we want
to happen the rest of the season. We
know all the teams in the conference
are exactly like Rahway, athletic,
strong and it was that type of a game,”
added Bonard. “Coach knew exactly
what plays they were going to run,
exactly what defense they were going
to show us and he prepared us better
than we ever have been for a game.
We handled the pressure. Our guys
were on today with three’s and it was
the best team effort, I thought, in my
entire Westfield basketball career.”

So. Plainfield
Westfield

Westfield
Rahway

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CONTROLLING THE BALL…Blue Devil Gabby Jakub looks for an open
teammate. Jakub scored four points in the game against Dayton.

Klimowicz Helps TCNJ
Top Salem State Ladies
The College of New Jersey ladies’
basketball team received a game-high
22 points and a game-high 11 rebounds from center Hillary
Klimowicz of Scotch Plains and
staved off a furious comeback attempt by the Salem State Lady Vikings en route to a 58-55 first round
victory in the SSC Christmas Tournament at James Twohig Gymnasium.
Klimowicz hit 10 of the 11 free
throws, three in the game’s final
minute to secure the Lions an appearance in the tournament championship game against Kean University
on December 30. With the game tied
at 53-53, Klimowicz sank a free throw
with 42.5 seconds left. She then added
two more with 19 seconds to go.

Blue Devil Boys Defeat
Tiger Cagers, 53-39

13 12 4 10
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39
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69
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STEPPING IT UP TO ANOTHER LEVEL…Blue Devil sophomore John Barnes, top, works a semi-corkscrew on Roselle
Park’s Anthony Zangari in the semifinals of the Roselle Park wrestling tournament. Barnes whipped Zangari, 11-5, and
placed second in the 119-lb class.

SPF Matmen Take
4th at Goles Tourney
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13

“He lost to him last year. He kept
it closer (this year). If he saw that kid
down the road, there are a couple of
things that we can attack a little
more, get closer to the body, do some
single legs,” said Scholz.
TEAM TOTALS:
1. Edison (E) 179.5, 2. Newton (N)
149, 3. Warren Hills (WH) 144.5, 4.
Scotch Plains-Fanwood (SPF) 132.5,
5. Millburn (M) 115.5, 6. Sparta (S) 84,
7. West Morris (W) 49, 8. Pope John
(P) 15
CHAMPIONSHIP BOUTS:
103: — Kevin Churchill (N) p Anthony
Peterson (E) 0:20
112: — Mike FrancoBandiero (E) won
forfeit
119: — Rick Foley (WH) d Jeff Peterson
(E), 3-2
125: — Sal Gano (SPF) p Tony Colon
(E), 1:13
130: — Kyle Huber (N) md Mike Ferrara
(SPF), 8-0
135: — Ricky Olsson (SPF) p Gary
Thompson (E), 1:00
140: — Sean Smith (WH) d JC
FrancoBandiero (E), 3-2
145: — Austin Alpaugh (N) md Pat
Mineo (SPF), 9-0
152: — Chase Helwig (M) d Trevor
Cannon (SPF), 11-4
160: — Chris Hrunka (WH) md Noah
Levin (M), 13-1
171: — Mike Zamzam (SPF) md Ben
Prohl, (S), 12-2
189: — Phil Tackas (S) Kyle Frey (WH),
3-2
215: — Ben Kissane (N) d Keith Baker
(SPF), 7-4
Hwt: — Dan Walker (E) p Brandon
Dock (S), 3:46

Reading is Good For You
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Blue Devil John Barnes Places
Second at Park Mat Tourney
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

points, Barnes also took the wind
out of Zangari with a crushing lateral drop at the edge of the mats.
“I make sure that I keep the intensity at all times, even though we were
going out of bounds,” said Barnes
who added, “Basically, summer wrestling means everything. I worked on
my technique all summer. I have been
in the weight room.”
“We’ve known that John has a lot to
offer. I didn’t know if he was quite
ready for a kid like Zangari but he
proved that he was,” said Blue Devil
Head Coach Glen Kurz. “After the
first takedown, John controlled that
entire match. You don’t want to be
playing games with hips with John.
He’s got great hips. He’s got a background in judo. He is just going to
keep getting better. There are no limits to what he can do. I’m really
interested in seeing what he does by
the end of his career.”
In the finals against Hanover Park’s
John Johnstone, seeded first, Barnes
fell victim to a 2:14 fall via cradle.
At 152-lbs, Blue Devil Andrew
Castrorao got reversed with six seconds remaining to drop his first bout,
7-5 to third-seeded Austin Bone of
Madison. In the wrestleback,
Castrorao stuck Marcus Ruiz of
Piscataway in 4:54 using a front far
arm bar then he claimed fifth place
when he pinned Hanover Park’s Matt
Mellilo in 3:04 with a half nelson.
Blue Devil junior Matt Shaffer lost
his first bout at 135-lbs to Rich
Szymczak of Hanover Park but came
back to pin West Milford’s Logan
Pevny in 5:43 with a cradle from the
takedown. In the battle for fifth place,
Shaffer was being pummeled, 11-3,
but reached deep inside and pulled
out a 13-11 victory.
“That was a great example of hard
work and breaking the opponent’s

will,” stated coach Kurz.
Blue Devil Colin MacKay, who
placed third last year at 125-lbs, was
unable to compete due to a sprained
ankle and has not been permitted to
take to the mats until after New Year.
Senior Mark Boyd lost his first
160-lb bout, 5-3, to Hanover Park’s
Mike Romeo then came back to pin
Morristown’s Pat Connelly in 1:21
with a stack arm bar before dropping his final bout. After losing his
first bout at 112-lbs to Roselle Park’s
Craig Montgomery, Blue Devil Nick
DeFraites tallied a takedown, three
reversals and a penalty point to stop
his Piscataway opponent, 9-4, but
he fell one victory short of placing
fifth.
TEAM TOTALS:
1. Howell (H) 189.5, 2. Roselle Park
(RP) 161.5, 3. West Milford (WM) 119, 4.
Hanover Park (HP) 104, 5. Madison (M)
92, 6. Morristown (MO) 82, 7. Piscataway
(P) 50, 8. Westfield (W) 40
CHAMPIONSHIP BOUTS:
103: — Anthony Casselli (RP) p Mike
Mora (P), 3:53
112: — Craig Montgomery (RP) d Joe
Langel (H), 4-2
119: — John Johnstone (HP) p John
Barnes (W), 2:14
125: — Cody Fobes (H) d CJ Adams (P),
9-3
130: — Justin Morello (H) d Dan Tomblin
(Mo), 9-2
135: — Jason Benenski (M) p Bryan
Richardson (H), :19
140: — Jim Bohn (H) p Steve Martin (M),
1:55
145: — Tom Tuminelli (H) p Mike Montgomery (RP), 5:26
152: — Billy Stark (WM) p Rob Gabriel
(RP), 1:47
160: — Jason Ecklof (H) d Bill
Hutchinson (M), 11-7
171: — Marcus Cook (Mo) p Ron Lawdy
(HP), 2:45
189: — Rich Benner (RP) d Zack Stumps
(WM), 6-0
215: — Harry Turner (H) d Mike Lefano
(RP), 5-4, 3 OT
Hwt: — Paul Thompson (M) p Mike
Bonfig (H), 5:11

OPEN HOUSE Sunday, January 7th from 1:00-4:00pm 645 Hort Street

Westfield . . . Great curb appeal! Welcome to this freshly painted, charming three bedroom home
ideally situated near park, pool, tennis, New York City transportation and top-ranked Westfield Schools.
This home boasts a large Living Room with wood-burning brick fireplace and built-ins, large formal
Dining Room, country Kitchen, sun-drenched Den, detached one car garage and more. Features
include new roof, hardwood floors, natural woodwork, custom blinds throughout and new carpeting.
Offered for $450,000 WSF0828

Susan M. Checchio
Sales Associate

Direct Line: 301-2014
E-mail: SueChecchio@comcast.net
www.suechecchio.com
©2007 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT, Incorporated.
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On December 16 against the Western Monmouth YWCA, the FSPY
8U swimmers experienced their first
victories in dual meet competition.
Braun (50-yard free – 39.72),
Daudelin (25-yard backstroke –
21.74) and Musso (25-yard fly –
21.33) touched first. Musso (41.43)
and Cammy Sullivan (43.34) swept
the 50-yard free. Sullivan also finished third in the butterfly (24.87),
as did Braun in the backstroke
(24.65). Daudelin (25.99) and Bella
Bernarko (26.52) finished 2-3, respectively, in the 25-yard breaststroke. Musso, Daudelin, Braun and
Bernardo touched first in 1:30.68 in
the 100-yard medley relay.
Assistant Coach Gillian Hauptman
was pleased with the progress of all
the 8U swimmers. Those swimmers
who did not place still improved
their form, posted personal bests and,
most importantly, had fun.

Courtesy of Dean Talcott for The Westfield Leader and The Times

THE FINISHING TOUCHES…Rutgers did quite a job on Kansas State at the
Texas Bowl. The Scarlet knights defeated the Wildcats, 37-10.

FSPY A Swim Girls Defeat
WF’s Blum Named as Swim W. Monmouth, Stay Unbeaten
The FSPY girls A swim team de- Colucci placed third.
feated the Western Monmouth
Breastroke: (15-18s) Katelyn
Scholastic All-American
YMCA on December 16 to remain McGeehan and Maria Borowsky fin-

Sam Blum of Westfield has been
designated a Scholastic All-American by USA Swimming, the national
governing body for competitive
swimming. He is a 2006 graduate of
The Pingry School and was a member of the Berkeley Aquatic Club
(BAC), Berkeley Heights. Blum was
one of only 23 male swimmers earning this honor for the 2005-2006
academic/athletic year from the state
of New Jersey.
The Scholastic All-American program honors scholar-athletes who
have completed their sophomore,
junior or senior year of high school
with a minimum GPA of 3.5 and
have competed at the Sectional level
of swimming or higher, such as the
U. S. Open, Senior Nationals, World
Championships or Open Water Nationals.
Along with taking AP Psychology
and AP Calculus BC in his senior
year, Blum also was named a 2006
National Achievement Scholarship
finalist and a National Merit Scholarship semifinalist. Blum now attends
Williams
College,
Williamstown, Massachusetts,
where he looks forward to competing as a member of the men’s swim
team.

At the Speedo Sectional meet held
last spring at Harvard University,
Blum swam the 1,000-yard freestyle
(10:08.91) and 200 backstroke
(1:59.33) events. He also swam in
the 400-Individual Medley and 200
butterfly. He also participated in two
relays: 400-medley relay and 800freestyle relay. Sectional meets are
attended by the fastest swimmers in
the Northeast.

Sam Blum
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FSPY Swim Boys Out-touched
By Lakeland Hills ‘Y’ Boys

FSPY 8U Girls Advance
In Swim Meet Competition
For the Fanwood-Scotch Plains
YMCA (FSPY) 8-and-under swim
team, the focus is on fun and fundamentals. The development of these
young swimmers was showcased in
three recent dual meets.
According to Head Coach Chris
Feinthel, “Proper form eventually
leads to faster times and competitive
success.”
Against the Summit YWCA on
November 11, Rachael Braun (25yard freestyle) and Casey Daudelin
(25-yard backstroke – 21.97 – and
25-yard breaststroke – 25.59)
touched third. Two weeks later,
against the Montclair YWCA, Braun
(39.70) and Kate Musso (40.91) finished 2-3 in the 50-yard freestyle.
Braun also placed third in the 25yard butterfly (20.00). Daudelin finished second in the 25-yard backstroke (22.09) and third in the 25yard breaststroke (24.19).
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undefeated in dual meet competition. Since January 1, FSPY tied the
Somerset Hills YMCA and has won
six dual meets, including victories
against local rival Summit and perennial powerhouse Montclair.
Against Western Monmouth, Jody
Thompson (9-10), Nicole DePaula
(11-12), Stephanie Baliko (13-14)
and Melissa Helock (15-18) touched
first in each of their individual medley events. (13-14) Rebecca Dunn
finished second. Karen Blacklock
(11-12) and Meaghan Gaynor (1518) placed third.
Freestyle and backstroke:
Freestylers Sarah Cronin (9-10),
Kelly Gajdizsz (13-14) and Janene
Senofonte (15-18) placed first,
while Emma Sherry, Jessica Colucci
and Nicole Colucci placed third.
Micaela Lyons (11-12) touched second. Backstrokers Sarah Cronin (910), Micaela Lyons (11-12) and
Mary Henkels (15-18) touched first,
while Julie Haggan, Melissa Keiser
and Liz Hawkins placed third. (1314s) backstrokers Kelly Gadjizsz
and Hannah Markey finished 2-3.
Butterfly: (15-18s) Jillian
Murphy, Brittany Reyes and Allison
Haggan swept. Emma Sherry (910) and Nicole De Paula (11-12)
took second. (13-14) Jessica

ished 1-2. (13-14s) Stephanie Baliko
and Hannah Markey touched 2-3.
(11-12) Elsa Leistikow placed third.
Jody Thompson (9-10) won by more
than four seconds, in the 50-yard
breaststroke (39:41).
Western Monmouth won both the
9-10 and the 11-12 medley relays.
FSPY won the 13-14s and 15-18s.
(13-14s) Gadjizsz, Baliko, Dunn
and Jessica Colucci touched in
1:58.96. (15-18s) Henkels,
McGeehan, Gaynor and Adriana
Lyons touched first at 1:53.20.

The Fanwood-Scotch PlainsY Boys
team had a strong showing but could
not defeat the team from Lakeland
Hills Y.
Individual Medley: Jeff Peart and
Matt Marino (9/10s) touched 1-2,
Ryan Gadjzisz and Joe Dunn (11/
12s) touched 2-3, respectively, and
Scott Marino (15-18) finished first.
Freestyle: 8Us Piranhas Matthew
Auda, Eric Chang and Colin Sullivan
swept the 50-free, while in the 9/10
100-yard free, Matt Giardello turned in
a season-best time to grab second, and
Andrew DeBiasse touched third. Greg
Baliko (11/12) touched second, Dan
Napolitano (13/14) was second and
Brian O’ Donnell (15-18) grabbed third.
JB Walling, Jason Steinberg, Keith
Monteiro and Sam Bebout all finished

in personal best times in the 100-free.
Breaststroke: Kevin Fleck (8U)
grabbed third. J. Peart and Peter
Tomljanovic (9/10) finished 1-3, respectively. Baliko and S. Marino
touched first.
Backstroke: Sullivan touched second;
Alex Favreau and Alex Skoog (9/10s)
were 2-3, respectively, and Gadjzisz was
first. Napolitano placed second and Zach
Peart (15-18) was third.
Butterfly: Chris Hoerrner (8U) was
third. M. Marino touched first, Skoog
placed third, while Joe Dunn took
second for the 11/12s with a personal
best swim. In the 15-18 200-fly, Phil
Luzny took second.
Relays: 8Us Fleck, Chang, Auda and
Sullivan and 9/10s Favreau, J. Peart, M.
Marino and DeBiasse took first.

WBA 6th Hoops Boys Defeat
Flemington, Readington Boys
The Westfield Basketball Association (WBA) sixth grade A boys basketball team avenged an earlier season loss, by beating a tough
Flemington team, 45-42, in the first
round of the Readington Holiday
Tournament, then followed with a
39-38 victory over Readington.
Against Flemington, Quinn Dursee
led Westfield with 18 points. Scott
Thompson had nine points and
Keegan Hess and Charlie Callinan
each chipped in five points. It was a
hard-fought game that came down to
the very end with a Callinan free
throw giving Westfield a three-point
lead. A Flemington three-point attempt at the buzzer fell short and
Westfield moved to 1-0 in the tourna-

ment. Brian Githens was stellar on
the glass with a team-leading 11 rebounds.
Dursee bucketed 10 points for
Westfield against Readington. Center David Solomon also had 10 points
and eight rebounds. Thompson and
Hess had eight and six points, respectively. Peter Iannelli did a terrific job
running the point for Westfield and
led the team’s defensive charge. Once
again, Callinan sank a free throw with
20 seconds remaining to give
Westfield the final margin of victory.
The Westfield boys advanced to
face a 2-0 Berkeley Heights team in
the semifinals of the tournament before they started up league play on
January 3 against Basking Ridge.

See it all on the web in color . . .

www.goleader.com
$650,000

Westfield

Spacious 4 Bedroom 2 ½ bath home conveniently located to Jefferson School featuring a Living Room;
Formal Dining Room; Eat In Kitchen; Den with wood burning fplc; and 2 car Garage. Nicely appointed
with hardwood flooring and updated Kitchen and baths! Great living space on a quiet cul-de-sac! WSF0950

FRANK D. ISOLDI
Broker / Sales Associate
#1 Listing Agent - Westfield Office 2004-2005
NJAR Circle of Excellence Sales Award: 1993-2005
Platinum Level: 2003-2005
Direct Dial: 908-301-2038

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

© 2007 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

WESTFIELD OFFICE • 209 CENTRAL AVENUE • 908-233-5555

OPEN HOUSE Sunday, January 7th from 1:00-4:00pm 122 Virginia Street

Westfield . . . Welcome to this freshly painted, updated Colonial located close to park/playground.
The first floor features include an Entrance Hall, sunny Living Room, formal Dining Room, eat-in
Kitchen and Powder Room. The second floor houses the Master Bedroom with full Bath, two additional
generously sized Bedrooms and main Bath. The basement boasts a wonderful Recreation Room,
Office and Laundry/Storage Room. Additional amenities include central-air-conditioning, ceiling fans
in all bedrooms, attic fan, attached garage and abundant storage. Recent updates include Master Bath
with dressing area, updated Powder Room, deck, landscaping, backyard fencing, exterior and interior
painting and more. Offered for $499,500. WSF0777

Susan M. Checchio
Sales Associate
Direct Line: 301-2014
E-mail: SueChecchio@comcast.net
www.suechecchio.com
©2007 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT, Incorporated.

WESTFIELD OFFICE

209 CENTRAL AVENUE

908-233-5555
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WF Y B Swim Girls Squeak
Past Bayonne Girls, 105-103
The Westfield Y girls B Devilfish
swim team edged visiting Bayonne,
105-103, in an extremely close
match-up.
(8U): Emily Beattie touched first
in backstroke and second in freestyle,
Betsy Penn placed first in butterfly
and third in free, Jessica Trinkle got
first in breaststroke and third in fly,
Grace Cash touched third in both
breast and back, while Sara Gargiulo
took second in back.
(9/10): Rachel Fan nailed first in
free and second in the Individual

FSPY, WF ‘Y’ Offer
Triathlon Training

TRIATHLON TRAINING AT THE ‘Y’...…The Fanwood-Scotch Plains YMCA
and the Westfield Area YMCA will help local women train for the Danskin
Women’s Sprint Triathlon, which will be held at Sandy Hook on September 16.
The training is available for women ages 14 and up.

Westfield . . . Buontempo Homes presents this well appointed luxury home w/11
RMS, 5 BR, 5 ½ BTH in the Indian Forest area. This stately Colonial offers the
finest in living space (approx 7400 sg.ft. inc finished lower level).Noteworthy
features: MBR suite w/2 frplc & custom wlk-in closet, 2 story Great Rm w/ frplc,
access to expansive mahogany deck & French drs to SUNRM. 20ft. deluxe KIT
w/Brook Custom Cabinets, granite, butler’s pantry & BRKFT nook. Living &
Dining Rm w/accented ceilings, Library, guest suite, 3 CAR GRGE, exquisite
landscape & interior molding package. WSF0905 $2,995,000

The Fanwood-Scotch Plains
YMCA and the Westfield Area
YMCA have joined forces to help
local women train for the Danskin
Women’s Sprint Triathlon, which
will be held at Sandy Hook on
September 16.
All interested women, ages 14
and up, are invited to attend a
workshop on Tuesday, January 9,
at 7:45 p.m. at the FanwoodScotch Plains YMCA. Topics will
include an overview of the
Danskin Triathlon, as well as suggested training and gear, followed
by a question and answer session.
First-time triathlon participants
and non-YMCA members are
welcome.

Medley (IM), Zoe Pappas got third
in the IM and back, Tori Miller
touched second in breast, Emma
Phillips placed second in back and
Caitlin Collins took second in fly.
(11/12): Meghan Bachmann
touched first in free and fly, Kayla
Krasnoo nailed first in breast and
second in the IM, Becca Wynne got
third in the IM and breast, Hannah
Hays placed third in both free and
back, while Alana Basil took second
in back.
(13/14): Margaux Fleschler nailed
first place in the IM and breast, Kylie
Bangs took first in back and second
in the IM, Caitlin English touched
first in free and second in back,
Amanda Adsit placed first in fly and
third in the IM, Brenna Berenholz
got second in free, Meg Kaveney
took second in fly, Leslie Holt
touched third in breast, Katie Yamano
got third in back and Meghan Boylan
placed third in fly.
(15+): Abigail Ryan touched second in the IM and third in breast,
Ilene Goodman took second in fly
and third in the IM, Megan Boersig
nailed first in free, Leslie Holt
touched first in back and Caitlyn
Oster got second in free.

See it all on the Web!
See it all in Color!

www.goleader.com

Westfield…Magnificent custom 5 BR, 4 full, 3 half BTH Tudor built by Stone
Creek on prestigious Highland Ave. The finest architectural detail and
craftsmanship. Coffered ceilings, archways, 5 fireplaces, exquisite millwork,
old world wainscoting, hardwood floors throughout. Spectacular gourmet
kitchen with superior appliances w/adjacent family room w/stone frplc.
Fabulous walk-out basement offers, guest suite, English pub, temperature
controlled wine cellar and great room w/fireplace. 3 stop elevator, 10ft ceil, 4
Zn HT & CAC. WSF0136 $2,995,000

Hye-Young Choi
#1 Realtor in the Westfield Office - 2005
Top Associate, Total Production - 11 Years!

Direct Line: 908-301-2015
email: hye-young@att.net

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE
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© 2007 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.
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AN EYE WITH THE CAMERA…Westfield’s Annie Peyton, a 2006 Westfield
High School (WHS) graduate, took second place in photography in the Garden State
Scholastic Press Association competition for the track meet picture above of winner,
Jeff Perrella, which was published in Westfield High School’s student newspaper,
the Hi’s Eye. Also receiving accolades were: Hi’s Eye, third place in overall
excellence; Alan Futran, first place in photography; Alyssa Eisenberg, second place
in reviews and entertainment; Rachel Tucker and Mary Walsh, second place in
design; Rachel Leopold, 2006 The Westfield Leader summer intern, third place in
editorial writing to Rachel Leopold, and Lindsey Devlin & Tiffany Frasier, third
place in news writing. All lauded students graduated from WHS in 2006.

Annual Hot Stove Dinner
Set for Feb. 11 at L’Affaire
COUNTY – The Union County
Baseball Association, in conjunction
with the Union County Department
of Parks & Recreation and the Union
County Board of Chosen Freeholders, will hold its 71st Annual Hot
Stove Dinner at L’Affaire in
Mountainside on February 11 at 1
p.m. to celebrate Union County baseball.
The featured guest speaker will be
former New York Yankee Johnny
Blanchard, a catcher and outfielder
who was an important member of the
1961 World Series championship
team.
The afternoon’s Hall of Fame inductees include Richard Pender of
Elizabeth, Al Ashmont of Clark and
Chuck Fernicola of Mountainside.
The sale of ad space for the dinner program is critical for the success of the dinner. Proceeds from
the dinner will support the Baseball

Association’s youth baseball program (ages 8 to 15) and the Fall Teen
League, which is also sponsored by
the Union County Board of Chosen
Freeholders and the Union County
Department of Parks and Recreation.
Since 1937, the annual Hot Stove
League Dinner has been the primary
fund-raising effort for the Union
County Baseball Association’s summer and fall programs. Over the years,
the awards dinner has honored many
local and national baseball luminaries – including Joe Collins of Union,
Phil Rizzuto of Hillside, Don
Newcombe of Elizabeth, Jeff Torborg
of Mountainside, Willie Wilson of
Summit, Jake Wood of Elizabeth, and
Elliott Maddox of Union.
Tickets are currently available at a
cost of $35 each. To order tickets or to
purchase ad space, please call (908)
527-4910.

Trailside Offers Beginning
Basket-Making Workshop
MOUNTAINSIDE –The Union
County Board of Chosen Freeholders will offer a beginner basketmaking workshop for adults, ages
18 and older on Tuesday, January
23, from 7 to 9 p.m. at the newly
renovated Trailside Nature and Science Center in Mountainside.
Participants in this artistic workshop will learn basic basketry techniques perfected by Elisa Kessler
Caporale, whose work has been selected for juried shows and awards.
Ms. Caporale has taught basket
making since 1985. Natural objects,
such as acorns, lichens and tree bark
are used to create and distinguish
her baskets. Participants will enjoy
the satisfaction of making their own

“cup basket” to take home with them.
The fee for this program, which
includes all materials, is $30 per
person for residents of Union
County and $35 per person for noncounty residents. Pre-registration is
required as space is limited. Doors
open 15 minutes prior to the
program.
For additional information on this
workshop or for information on upcoming programs and special events
at Trailside, call (908) 789-3670 or
visit ucnj.org/trailside.
Trailside Nature and Science Center is located at 452 New Providence Road in Mountainside and is
a service of the Union County Board
of Chosen Freeholders.
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HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

Busy “Bob-the-builder” seeks his
Wendy. Assist with ongoing
construction company details and
help develop a local real estate
brokerage. This will be the best
real estate career you’ll ever have.
Learn & Earn. Fax info to:
(908) 518-9597 or
call (908) 346-1111

Financial administrator/bookkeeper
needed for Westfield home based
business 20-25 hours per week/
Work predominately from home,
flexible hours. College degree
preferred. Duties include heavy
phone and e-mail interface with
Houston office. Quickbooks and
Excel proficiency required. Please
submit resume and salary history to
sjolley@recordsdiscovery.com

PART-TIME SITTER WANTED

Dependable P/T sitter wanted for
3 school-age girls 15-20 hrs/wk
negotiable. Mainly afternoons.
Summer negotiable. Perfect for
college/grad
student.
(908) 400-9342

CLASSIFIEDS
FREELANCERS WANTED
Strong, detail-oriented writers
with professional demeanor
needed to cover local
government meetings. Must
be able to meet deadlines,
know how to write a lead, and
take an active interest in their
beats in order to develop news
stories.
Please
email
resume and clips to:

FRENCH TUTOR NEEDED

Westfield Family seeks qualified
tutor to teach French in our home
1-2 evenings per week in 2007.
Please call (evenings)
(908) 656-0341

editor@goleader.com

HELP WANTED

FRONT DESK

HELP WANTED

Full-time nanny position caring for
newborn baby girl. Experience,
references, and driver’s license
required. Send resume to
troutman@broadwaycat.com

Fitness Center in Scotch Plains is
seeking friendly, motivated
people. Responsibilities include
answering phone, assisting with
memberships and customer service. All Shifts Available. Contact:
Jo (908) 232-6100 or
Jog@fitnessandwellness.org

Experienced Tax Preparer needed
for busy accounting office. 20-25
hours per week. Experience with
Drake tax prep software helpful.
Please call (908) 889-9500 or
fax resume to (908) 889-9501

ELECTRICIANS NEEDED

Immediate hire- 2 yrs exp.
learn high-end work.
Good pay and great benefits.
Call (908) 273-4444 or fax
resume to (908) 273-3256

HELP WANTED

CHILD CARE SUPERVISOR

Fitness Center looking for
experienced,
dependable
individual. Must manage staff &
provide care & programming for
kids in safe, fun environment; some
bookkeeping. Friendly & energetic
a must. Full time, benefits.
Call Camille at (609) 584-7600
NANNY WANTED

Single mother of 3 looking for
responsible nanny who drives
and speaks English, from 2:308pm, M-F and some Saturdays.
Please Call (908) 233-8128
CONTRACTOR / HANDYMAN

The Portuguese Craftsmen
For all Home maintenance
repair and improvement needs!
~ Any job large or small !
~ (908) 647-7672 ~
& check: www.portcraftmen.com

CLASSIFIEDS
Buy and Sell
on the Net!
www.goleader.com
PUBLIC NOTICE
SCOTCH PLAINS-FANWOOD
BOARD OF EDUCATION
SCHOOL BOARD CANDIDACY
INFORMATION AVAILABLE AT
LOCAL SCHOOL DISTRICT OFFICE
January 4, 2007 – The deadline for filing
nominating petitions to run for positions on
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of Education is 4:00 p.m., Monday, February 26,
2007, Mr. Anthony DelSordi, announced
today. The election is scheduled for Tuesday, April 17, 2007.
Prospective school board candidates
can obtain a “School Board Candidate Kit”
at the local school district office. Published by the New Jersey School Boards
Association, the School Board Candidate
Kit includes information about legal qualifications for school board candidacy and
the role of the school board member. Information about the New Jersey School Ethics Act, important dates in the school election process, and briefing sessions for
school board candidates are also included
in the kit.
“School board membership is a meaningful way to make a contribution to your
community and its schools,” said Patti J.
Pawling, NJSBA president. “I urge all qualified citizens to consider board of education membership. Serving on your local
school board doesn’t require a degree in
education. The most important attribute a
candidate can bring to office is a sincere
interest in the community, its children and
their education.”
CONTACT:
Anthony Del Sordi
Business Administrator
Board Secretary
1 T - 1/4/07, The Times
Fee: $34.68

Prudential NJ Properties’
Westfield Office is hiring full-time
agents, both new and experienced. Corporate training
program/in-house training. Call
Margie for confidential interview
at (908) 232-5664, ext. 103.
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MEDICAL ASSISTANT /
RECEPTION

Westfield - Immediate FT/PT
position for outgoing person in a
boutique medical practice.
Experience in venipuncture, BP,
EKG, etc. Computer knowledge a
plus. Contact Office Manager
(908) 232-1345 or
Fax resume (908) 232-1728.

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

BOROUGH OF FANWOOD
RESOLUTION 07-01-01
BE IT RESOLVED the following meetings of the Mayor and Council will be held during
Year 2007 at 7:30 P.M. at Borough Hall, Mayor and Council Chambers, 75 North Martine
Avenue, Fanwood, New Jersey.
AGENDA MEETINGS
REGULAR MEETINGS
January 2
January 9
February 6
February 13
March 6
March 13
* April 4
April 10
May 1
May 8
* June 4
June 12
July 3
July 10
August 7
August 14
September 4
September 11
October 2
October 9
* November 5
* November 12
December 3
December 11
The Agenda and Regular Meetings will be held on Tuesdays except for those dates
marked with an * above.
Official action may be taken at either the Agenda or the Regular Meetings of the Mayor
and Council.
This is to certify that the above is a true and exact copy of a resolution adopted by the
Mayor and Council on January 1, 2007
Eleanor McGovern
Borough Clerk
1 T - 1/4/07, The Times
Fee: $47.94

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
RESOLUTION

TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, the Township Council of
Scotch Plains will require the services of a
Municipal Prosecutor during 2007; and
WHEREAS, funds are available for this
purpose; and
WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts
Law (N.J.S.A. 40A:ll-l, et seq.) requires
that the resolution authorizing the award
of a contract for professional services without competitive bids must be publicly advertised;
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Council of the
Township of Scotch Plains, Union County,
New Jersey, that Thomas M. Russo, Esq.,
1911 Bartle Avenue, Scotch Plains, New
Jersey 07076 be appointed as Municipal
Prosecutor from January 1, 2007 to December 3l, 2007.
This contract is awarded without competitive bidding as a “professional service”
under the provisions of said Local Public
Contracts Law because said services are
rendered or performed by persons authorized by law to practice a recognized profession, which practice is regulated by
law, and which practice requires the knowledge of an advanced type in a field of
learning acquired by a prolonged, formal
course of specified education and instruction, and because it is impossible at this
time to know the exact dimensions of the
services to be performed and the exact
nature of the various tasks to be performed, and accordingly, the services to
be rendered cannot reasonably be described by written specifications, and additionally, because the said services are of
such a qualitative nature as will not permit
the receipt of competitive bids due to the
subjective difference in the work product
of such persons and the fact that the
ethical requirements of such profession
will not permit such bidding.
A copy of this resolution shall be published in The Times as required by law
within ten (l0) days of its passage.
Dated: January 2, 2007
Township of Scotch Plains
Barbara Riepe
Township Clerk
1 T - 01/04/07, The Times Fee: $44.88

WHEREAS, the Township Council of
Scotch Plains will require the services of a
Public Defender during 2007; and
WHEREAS, funds are available for this
purpose; and
WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts
Law (N.J.S.A. 40A:ll-l, et seq.) requires
that the resolution authorizing the award
of a contract for professional services without competitive bids must be publicly advertised;
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Council of the
Township of Scotch Plains, Union County,
New Jersey, that Casey J. Woodruff, Esq.,
1827 East Second Street, Scotch Plains,
New Jersey be appointed as Public Defender from January l, 2007 to December
3l, 2007.
This contract is awarded without competitive bidding as a “professional service”
under the provisions of said Local Public
Contracts Law because said services are
rendered or performed by persons authorized to practice a recognized profession,
which practice is regulated by law, and
which practice requires the knowledge of
an advanced type in a field of learning
acquired by a prolonged, formal course of
specified education and instruction, and
because it is impossible at this time to
know the exact dimensions of the services
to be performed and the exact nature of
the various tasks to be performed, and
accordingly, the services to be rendered
cannot reasonably be described by written specifications, and additionally, because the said services are of such a
qualitative nature as will not permit the
receipt of competitive bids due to the subjective difference in the work product of
such persons and the fact that the ethical
requirements of such profession will not
permit such bidding.
A copy of this resolution shall be published in The Times as required by law
within ten (l0) days of its passage.
Dated: January 2, 2007
Township of Scotch Plains
Barbara Riepe
Township Clerk
1 T - 01/04/07, The Times Fee: $44.88

ARCADE GAME

”Auction” $350.00
rritterhoff@yahoo.com
(609) 425-4281
BEDROOM SET

All wood cherry sleigh bed,
dresser, nite stand
Value $1200 sell $690
Call (732) 259-6690
MATTRESS

Pillow Top set
in plastic w/warranty.
Queen $140 Kng $195
Call (732) 259-6690
EXP CHEF WANTED
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CONDO FOR SALE

NEIDE HOUSE CLEANING

Scotch Plains-Beautiful 1 bedroom,
new bathroom, new appliances,
1st floor, parking, desirable
location, walking to all. Must see!
No brokers $254,900. Call
(908) 322-2715 or (917) 742-8235

I will clean your house,
apartment or condo.
Reliable, reasonable rates.
I do laundry. Good references.
5 years exp.
For each client you give me,
1 extra job free.
Call me! (973) 583-5570 or
(973) 878-2181 Neide

OFFICE FOR RENT

Prime office space
Prof Building - 400 sq ft
Downtown Westfield
Parking available
(201) 891-1130

SOL’s CLEANING

WANTED: HOUSE TO RENT

Family of 3 looking for a 3BR
house in or near Westfield. Good
income, perfect credit, outstanding
references. Please, NO brokers.
Call (212) 769-6363
SLEIGH BED

Cherry HB, FB, Rails
retail $675 sell $350
Call (732) 259-6690

Homes, Apartments, Condos.
5 years cleaning experience with
good references in the area.
(201) 766-3971 or
cell (973) 991-6511
solsclean@yahoo.com
HOUSEKEEPER SERVICES

Portuguese lady looking to clean
your home. I have good references and years of experience.
I clean homes, offices and condominiums. Please call Monica at
(908) 469-8284 or (908) 456-3088

Expert Cooks on hibachi tables,
at least 3 years experience. Chefs
need to possess good personality, skills and efficiency. Apply at:
1230 Route 22 West
Mountainside, NJ
(908) 518-9733
ARIRANG Hibachi
Steakhouse and Sushi Bar

TYPE OF MEETING:

Board Self Evaluation

ACCOUNTANT

DATE OF MEETING:

January 18, 2007

LOCATION:

Administration Building
Evergreen Avenue & Cedar Street
Scotch Plains, New Jersey 07076

TIME:

5:30 p.m.

PURPOSE OF MEETING:

The Board will meet with a representative of
NJSBA who will conduct a Board In-Service.

ACTION TO BE TAKEN:

Action will not be taken.

Westfield CPA Firm seeks accountant w/minimum 3 years exp. in
small business public accounting.
Excellent opportunity for detail oriented individual who is organized,
dependable and capable in handling clients independently. Lacerte
& Quickbooks a plus. Full/Part time,
flexible hours. Welcome working
moms. Email resume, salary req.
and
brief
bio
to:
Parness & Parness, PC
answerperson@aol.com
PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
RESOLUTION
WHEREAS, the Township of Scotch
Plains will require additional medical services in 2007 regarding workers compensation injuries, physical therapy and some
other general services as requested by
the Municipal Manager; and
WHEREAS, funds are available for this
purpose; and
WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts
Law (N.J.S.A. 40A:ll-l, et seq.) requires
that the resolution authorizing the award
of a contract for professional services without competitive bids must be publicly advertised;
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Council of the
Township of Scotch Plains, Union County,
New Jersey, that RICHARD J. SCHALLER,
M.D., of Complete Care, Inc., l814 East
Second Street, Scotch Plains, New Jersey, be appointed by the Township Manager as Township Physician for the period
effective from January 1, 2007 to December 3l, 2007.
This contract is awarded without competitive bidding as a “professional service”
under the provisions of said Local Public
Contracts Law because said services are
rendered or performed by persons authorized by law to practice a recognized profession, which practice is regulated by
law, and which practice requires the knowledge of an advanced type in a field of
learning acquired by a prolonged, formal
course of specified education and instruction, and because it is impossible at this
time to know the exact dimensions of the
services to be performed and the exact
nature of the various tasks to be performed, and accordingly, the services to
be rendered cannot reasonably be described by written specifications, and additionally, because the said services are of
such a qualitative nature as will not permit
the receipt of competitive bids due to the
subjective difference in the work product
of such persons and the fact that the
ethical requirements of such profession
will not permit such bidding.
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the
Mayor and Township Clerk are hereby
authorized to sign an Agreement, a copy
of which is annexed hereto, with Dr. Richard J. Schaller.
A copy of this resolution shall be published in The Times as required by law
within ten (l0) days of its passage.
Dated: January 2, 2007
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
Barbara Riepe
Township Clerk
1 T - 1/4/07, The Times
Fee: $53.04

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

SCOTCH PLAINS-FANWOOD BOARD OF EDUCATION
NOTICE OF MEETINGS
(In Compliance with OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT - Chapter 231)
*ADDENDUM TO REGULARLY SCHEDULED MEETINGS*

DATE OF NOTIFICATION:
1 T - 1/4/07, The Times

PUBLIC NOTICE

January 4, 2007
Fee: $32.64

PUBLIC NOTICE

NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
DIVISION OF PROCUREMENT, BUREAU OF CONSTRUCTION SERVICES
1035 PARKWAY AVENUE, PO BOX 605
TRENTON, NEW JERSEY 08625
SEALED BIDS will be received from bidders classified under N.J.S.A. 27:7-35.1 et
seq.; in the NJDOT MULTIPURPOSE ROOM, New Jersey Department of Transportation, 1035 Parkway Avenue, Trenton, New Jersey 08625; until 10:00 A.M. on 1/23/07 and
opened and read for:
Traffic Signal Relampling North Region 2007, Various locations including and
North of Route 57, Counties of Sussex, Morris, Passaic, Bergen, Essex,
Hudson, Union and Part of Warren, 100% State
DP NO: 07410
Bidders are required to comply with the requirements of P.L. 1975, C.127 N.J.A.C.
17:27.
Effective October 15, 2004, Pursuant to P.L. 2005, C. 51 (formerly known as
Executive Order 134) apparent low bidder must provide a completed, signed Contractor Certification and Disclosure of Political Contribution Forms within seven (7)
state busines days from the project bid date.
Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 52:32-44, Business Registration, proof of valid business registration shall be submitted by a bidder with its bid proposal at the time of bid for 100% State
funded projects.
Pursuant to the “Public Works Contractor Registration Act”, N.J.S.A. 34:11-56.48 et
seq. (P.L. 2003, c. 91), bidders must register with the New Jersey Department of Labor,
Division of Wage and Hour Compliance.
The Department, in accordance with Title VI Civil Rights Act of 1964, 78 Stat. 252
U.S.C., 49 C.F.R., Parts 21 and 23 issued pursuant to such Act, and Section 504 of the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973 will afford minority business enterprises full opportunity to
submit bids in response to this invitation and will not discriminate against any bidder on
the grounds of race, color, sex, national origin, or handicap in the contract award.
Drawings and specifications for the proposed work are available at Bid Express
website www.bidx.com. You must subscribe to use this service. To subscribe follow the
instructions on the website. The fee is $35.00 per month for unlimited access to view and
download the documents and additional $95.00 per month for unlimited access to
download the plans, directly payable to Bid Express.
Drawings, special provisions, and bid documents may be inspected (BUT NOT
OBTAINED) by contracting organizations at our various Design Field Offices at the
following locations:
200 Stierli Court
Route 79 and Daniels Way 1 Executive Campus Rt 70
Mt. Arlington, NJ
Freehold, NJ
Cherry Hill, NJ
973-770-5141
732-308-4025
856-486-6624
3 T - 1/4/07, 1/11/07 and 1/18/07, The Leader
Fee: $214.20

ATTENTION VOTERS OF WESTFIELD
ASSISTANCE FOR PERSONS
WITH DISABILITIES

The Westfield Leader - The Times
Serving the Town Since 1890

PO Box 250 • Westfield, New Jersey 07091
Tele - (908) 232-4407 • Fax - (908) 232-0473

The Leader • The Times
New Subscriber • Renewal
One Year - $28 • Two Years - $52 • Three Years - $76
College $20 (September - May)
Name
Address
City

State

ZIP

Phone #
Payment

Cash

Check

Charge

CC #
Exp. Date

PERSONS UNABLE TO VOTE AT THE POLLING PLACE DUE TO
PERMANENT OR TEMPORARY PHYSICAL DISABILITY MAY
REQUEST AN ABSENTEE BALLOT APPLICATION BY TELEPHONING
THE OFFICE OF THE COUNTY CLERK AT (908) 527-4996. THE OFFICE
OF THE BOARD OF ELECTIONS MAY BE CONTACTED FOR
INFORMATION REGARDING POLLING PLACE ASSIGNMENTS AND
ASSISTANCE TO THE VOTERS WHO CHOOSE TO VOTE AT THE
POLLING PLACE ON ELECTION DAY. THE TELEPHONE NUMBER IS
(908) 527-4123.
PURSUANT TO THE PROVISIONS OF THE “VOTING ACCESSIBILITY
FOR THE ELDERLY AND THE HANDICAPPED ACT OF 1984” A
TELECOMMUNICATIONS DEVICE FOR THE DEAF (TDD) IS
MAINTAINED AT THE ELECTION DIVISION, DEPARTMENT OF STATE,
TRENTON, NJ. PERSONS WISHING TO UTILIZE THIS SERVICE TO
OBTAIN GENERAL VOTER INFORMATION, MAY DO SO BY DIALING
1-800-292-0039.

Signature
Subscriptions Are Pre-Paid and Are Non-Refundable

press@goleader.com

•

www.goleader.com

We Reach People... Not Driveways!

COMMISSIONER OF REGISTRATION
UNION COUNTY BOARD OF ELECTIONS
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More Education/Area News

Seventh Grader Establishes
Gymnastics Scholarship

MESSAGE OF LOVE...The Shubanjali school of Performing Arts, based in New
Jersey, presented a winter spectacular recently in Scotch Plains.

Shubanjali School Spreads
Message of Love in SP
SCOTCH PLAINS Shubanjali
school of Performing Arts, a nonprofit organization based in New Jersey, presented a winter spectacular
recently in Scotch Plains.
Being presented during the Christmas holiday season and with the
evening’s program titled “Santa ‘n
Shiva,” the event brought the true
meaning of the holiday season, as
PUBLIC NOTICE
WESTFIELD MEMORIAL LIBRARY
BOARD OF TRUSTEES
MEETING SCHEDULE- 2007
TAKE NOTICE that the Board of Trustees of the Westfield Memorial Library will
meet in regular public meeting, at which
the public may attend and participate on
the following dates in 2007 in the Program
Room of the Westfield Memorial Library,
550 East Broad Street, Westfield, New
Jersey at 8:00 p.m., the said meeting
dates being the following Thursdays, unless otherwise noted.
January 25, 2007
February 22, 2007
March 22, 2007
April 26, 2007
May 24, 2007
June 28, 2007
September 27, 2007
October 27, 2007
November 15, 2007
December 20, 2007

Thursday
Thursday
Thursday
Thursday
Thursday
Thursday
Thursday
Thursday
Thursday
Thursday

1 T - 01/04/07, The Leader Fee: $21.93

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD
Public Notice is hereby given that an
ordinance of which the following is a copy
was introduced, read and passed on first
reading by the Council of the Town of
Westfield at a meeting held January 2,
2007, and that the said Council will further
consider the same for final passage on the
16th day of January, 2007 at 8:00 p.m., or
as soon thereafter as said matter can be
reached, in the Council Chambers, Municipal Building, 425 East Broad Street,
Westfield, New Jersey, at which time and
place any person who may be interested
therein will be given an opportunity to be
heard concerning said ordinance.
Claire J. Gray
Town Clerk
GENERAL ORDINANCE NO. 1891
AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND
THE CODE OF THE TOWN OF
WESTFIELD CHAPTER 11,
“FIRE PROTECTION,” ARTICLE II, “FIRE DEPARTMENT”
BE IT ORDAINED by the Town Council
of Westfield in the County of Union as
follows:
SECTION I.
That section 11-10 entitled “Fire Chief to
be Executive Head of Fire Department,
Promulgation of Rules, etc.” is amended
to read as follows:
Sec. 11-10 Fire Chief to be Executive
Head of Fire Department, Promulgation of Rules, etc.
The Fire Chief shall be directly responsible to the Appropriate Authority, within
the meaning of applicable law of the State
of New Jersey, for the efficiency and routine day to day operations of the Fire
Department and shall have the authority to
assign day-to-day duties to its members
and other personnel of the Department
and shall make reports in writing each
month to the Appropriate Authority of the
operations and conduct of the Fire Department during the preceding month.
The Fire Chief shall, among other duties:
a. Administer and enforce rules and
regulations and special emergency directives for the disposition and discipline of
the Fire Department and its officers and
personnel;
b. Have, exercise and discharge the
functions, powers and duties of the Fire
Department;
c. Prescribe the duties and assignments of all subordinates and other personnel; and Delegate such authority, as
he or she may deem necessary for the
efficient operation of the Fire Department
to be exercised under his or her direction
and supervision.
That section 11-22 entitled “Composition of Uniformed Force of Paid Firemen”
is amended to read as follows:
Section 11-22 Composition of Uniformed Force of Paid Firemen
The regular uniformed force of paid firemen shall consist of the following:
(A) A Fire Chief
(B) No more than two Deputy Chiefs
(C) No more than four Captains
(D) No more than nine Lieutenants
(E) No more than twenty four Firefighters
(F) No more than seventy five volunteer
members
The Town Administrator is designated
as the Appropriate Authority and shall be
responsible for the overall performance of
the Fire Department. The Appropriate
Authority shall promulgate and adopt Rules
and Regulations for the governance of the
Fire Department and for the discipline of
its members.
SECTION II.
Any or all ordinances or parts thereof in
conflict, or inconsistent, with any part of
the terms of this ordinance are hereby
repealed to the extent that they are in such
conflict or inconsistent.
SECTION III.
In the event that any section, part or
provision of this ordinance shall be held to
be unconstitutional or invalid by any court,
such holdings shall not affect the validity of
this ordinance as a whole, or any part
thereof, other than the part so held unconstitutional or invalid.
SECTION IV.
This ordinance shall take effect after
passage and publication as soon as, and
in the manner provided by law.
1 T - 1/4/07, The Leader
Fee: $87.72

well as the spirit of the eastern and
western cultures through melody and
rhythm.
More than 70 kids trained under
the guidance of Suba Parmar, artistic
director of Shubanjali School of Performing Arts, danced with smiles to a
variety of Bharatanatyam and folk
dance pieces in their costumes to
present the underlying essence of
human existence - the search for one’s
true self and the joy of loving and
sharing.
The program began with a piece
that aesthetically blended a
pushpanjali with a verse from ‘jingle
bells’ that elicited applause.
After an array of traditional and
folk pieces, Guru Suba Parmar presented the Ahir Bhairavi piece
“Akadapam Bhaaje Damaru,” replete
with difficult karanas and intricate
rhythmic footwork extolling the
formless universal consciousness,
Lord Shiva.
PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
RESOLUTION
WHEREAS, the Township of Scotch
Plains will require the services of an Assistant Township Attorney during 2007; and
WHEREAS, the Township Council of
the Township of Scotch Plains adopted a
resolution on January 10, 2006, pursuant
to N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.4, et. seq., known
as the “New Jersey Campaign Contributions and Expenditures Reporting Act”;
which established a fair and open process
for the award of certain contracts with a
value in excess of $17,500.00 per year,
where those contracts are not subject to
public bidding or competitive contracting
under the New Jersey Local Public Contracts Law; and
WHEREAS, Requests for Qualifications
and proposals for the said contract were
advertised at least ten (10) days before the
proposals were to be submitted; and
WHEREAS, the Township Manager and
the Township Clerk have received and
opened the proposals in public and the
Township Council evaluated any proposal
on the basis of being the most advantageous to the Township of Scotch Plains,
price and other factors being considered;
and
WHEREAS, the evaluation considered,
as to each proposal:
1) Experience and reputation in the field;
2) Knowledge of the Township of Scotch
Plains and the subject matter to be addressed under the contract;
3) Availability to accommodate any required meetings;
4) Compensation proposal; and
WHEREAS, funds have been certified
for this position by the Chief Financial
Officer of the Township.
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED
by the Township Council of the Township
of Scotch Plains, as follows, based upon
the aforesaid evaluation:
That Lawrence A. Woodruff, Esq. is
hereby appointed as Assistant Township
Attorney for the year 2007.
A copy of this Resolution shall be published in The Times as required by law
within ten (10) days of its passage.
Dated: January 2, 2007
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
Barbara Riepe
Township Clerk
1 T - 1/4/07, The Times
Fee: $47.43

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
RESOLUTION
WHEREAS, the Township of Scotch
Plains will require the services of a Township Attorney during 2007; and
WHEREAS, the Township Council of
the Township of Scotch Plains adopted a
resolution on January 10, 2006, pursuant
to N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.4, et. seq., known
as the “New Jersey Campaign Contributions and Expenditures Reporting Act”;
which established a fair and open process
for the award of certain contracts with a
value in excess of $17,500.00 per year,
where those contracts are not subject to
public bidding or competitive contracting
under the New Jersey Local Public Contracts Law; and
WHEREAS, Requests for Qualifications
and proposals for the said contract were
advertised at least ten (10) days before the
proposals were to be submitted; and
WHEREAS, the Township Manager and
the Township Clerk have received and
opened the proposals in public and the
Township Council evaluated any proposal
on the basis of being the most advantageous to the Township of Scotch Plains,
price and other factors being considered;
and
WHEREAS, the evaluation considered,
as to each proposal:
1) Experience and reputation in the field;
2) Knowledge of the Township of Scotch
Plains and the subject matter to be addressed under the contract;
3) Availability to accommodate any required meetings;
4) Compensation proposal; and
WHEREAS, funds have been certified
for this position by the Chief Financial
Officer of the Township.
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED
by the Township Council of the Township
of Scotch Plains, as follows, based upon
the aforesaid evaluation:
That Brian J. Levine, Esq. is hereby
appointed as Township Attorney for the
year 2007.
A copy of this Resolution shall be published in The Times as required by law
within ten (10) days of its passage.
Dated: January 2, 2007
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
Barbara Riepe
Township Clerk
1 T - 1/4/07, The Times
Fee: $47.43

WESTFIELD – As a community from area businesses. So far, she has
service project, Edison School sev- raised more than $700, which will
enth grader Abigail Goldring of be used to subsidize students for
Westfield has established a scholar- weekly classes or Surgent’s summer
ship fund at
camp.
Surgent’s Elite
The first recipiSchool of Gymnasent of this scholartics.
ship is looking forThe purpose of
ward to beginning
the fund is to enclasses in January
able a child to get
2007. Abigail plans
involved in gymto continue raising
nastics who would
funds so that other
not be able to parchildren can take
ticipate otherwise.
advantage of this
Abigail, who is on
opportunity. To
the B level team at
make a contribuSurgent’s, said,
tion, or to inquire
“Gymnastics is so
about the fund, conmuch fun and is
tact Jolene in the
great exercise. It CHECK IT OUT…Abigail Goldring Surgent’s office at
has helped boost hands DJ Surgent a check for the (908) 317-0523
my self-confi- Surgent’s Elite Camp Scholarship
For more infordence. I know that
mation,
visit
some people may not get to experi- surgentselitegym.com or contact the
ence this pricey activity, so I spoke Westfield office.
with Surgent’s about trying to launch
a fund so that more kids could parSierra Club to Feature
ticipate in gymnastics.”
To start off, Abigail gained the Bird Habitat Protection
support of Jim Surgent, the owner,
AREA – The Sierra Club will
and her coach, DJ Surgent. The present Mary Penney in a discussion
Surgents promised to match any of the D&R Greenway Land Trust’s
money that Abigail raised.
partnership with Mexico and GuateAbigail developed a flyer to de- mala to preserve forests in the New
scribe the project and distributed the Jersey Sourlands and in the Yucatán
flyers to all team members in the Peninsula of Mexico extending into
gym. She also contacted family mem- Guatemala.
bers and friends to introduce them to
The meeting will take place on
this project and sought donations Wednesday, January 10, from 7:30
to 9 p.m. at The Library of The
Chathams, located at 214 Main Street
Reading is Good For You
in Chatham. There is no admission
fee and the public is invited to attend.
D&R Greenway has formed a partnership with Amigos de Calakmul, a
land trust in Mexico that protects the
tropical forest surrounding the
Calakmul Biosphere Reserve in the
Yucatán. The presentation will concentrate on the importance of both
goleader.com/subscribe
forests as breeding and winter habitats for migrant birds. For more inPUBLIC NOTICE
formation, please call (973) 263BOROUGH OF FANWOOD
0344.
PLANNING BOARD

See it all on the Web!

Please take notice that on January 24,
2007 at 7:30 PM at the Fanwood Borough
Hall, located at 75 North Martine Avenue,
Fanwood, New Jersey, the Planning Board
will hold a hearing on the application of the
undersigned. The property in question is
located at: 4 Tower Place, Fanwood, New
Jersey, also known as Block 26 Lot 1, as
shown on the Fanwood Tax Map, owned
by Carol Khan.
The applicant requests to install a pool,
which is in violation of Section 184-134E of
the Fanwood Land Use Code. Variance
Requested: Set Back; Permitted: 15 feet;
Present: 28 feet; Proposed: 10 feet.
The applicant will also seek such other
relief as may be determined necessary at
the public hearing based upon review of
the application or amendment(s) to the
application.
The file pertaining to this application
is available for public inspection during
normal business hours (9 AM - 2 PM,
Tuesday-Friday) from the Secretary of the
Planning Board at the Administration Office of the Borough of Fanwood at 75 North
Martine Avenue, Fanwood, New Jersey.
Any interested party may appear at
said hearing and participate therein in
accordance with the rules of the Fanwood
Planning Board.
Applicant:
Carol Khan
4 Tower Place
Fanwood, New Jersey 07023
1 T - 1/4/07, The Times
Fee: $32.64

BOARD MEETINGS
All meetings are at 7:30 pm:
February 26, 2007
March 19, 2007
April 16, 2007
May 21, 2007
June 18, 2007
July 16, 2007
August 20, 2007
September 17, 2007
October 15, 2007
November 19, 2007
December 17, 2007
Sherry Cronin
Executive Director
1 T - 1/4/07, The Leader
Fee: $24.99

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

TOWN OF WESTFIELD
Public Notice is hereby given that an
ordinance of which the following is a copy
was introduced, read and passed on first
reading by the Council of the Town of
Westfield at a meeting held January 2,
2007, and that the said Council will further
consider the same for final passage on the
16th day of January, 2007 at 8:00 p.m., or
as soon thereafter as said matter can be
reached, in the Council Chambers, Municipal Building, 425 East Broad Street,
Westfield, New Jersey, at which time and
place any person who may be interested
therein will be given an opportunity to be
heard concerning said ordinance.
Claire J. Gray
Town Clerk
GENERAL ORDINANCE NO. 1890
AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND
THE CODE OF THE TOWN OF
WESTFIELD CHAPTER 18,
“POLICE,” ARTICLE I, “IN
GENERAL”
BE IT ORDAINED by the Town Council
of Westfield in the County of Union as
follows:
SECTION I.
That section 18-2 entitled “Composition
of Police Department; Chief” is amended
to read as follows:
Sec. 18-2 Composition of Police Department; Chief
There shall be a police department, the
head of which shall be the Chief of Police.
He shall be appointed by the Town Administrator with the consent of the Mayor and
approval of the Town Council, and shall
receive such annual compensation as provided in the salary ordinance.
The Police Department shall consist of
the following:
(a) A Chief of Police
(b) No more than two Captains
(c) No more than seven Lieutenants
(d) No more than nine Sergeants
(e) No more than eight Detectives
(f) No more than thirty four Patrol Officers
(g) No more than fifteen Special Law
Enforcement Officers
The Town Administrator is designated
as the Appropriate Authority within the
meaning of applicable law of the State of
New Jersey and shall be responsible for
the overall performance and supervision
of the Police Department. The Appropriate Authority shall promulgate and adopt
Rules and Regulations for the governance
of the Police Department and for the discipline of its members.
That section 18-7 entitled “Chief of Police to be Executive Head of Police Department” is amended to read as follows:
Section 18-7 Chief of Police to be
Executive Head of Police Department

www.goleader.com
PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD
DWC BOARD OF DIRECTORS
MEETING SCHEDULE FOR 2007
Be advised that the Downtown Westfield
Corporation will meet at the Downtown
Westfield Corporation (DWC) office at 105
Elm Street, Lower Level on the following
days and times in the year 2007:
Annual DWC Reorganization Meeting
January 29, 2007 at 7:30 pm
Annual Re-organization Meeting

The Chief of Police shall be directly
responsible to the Appropriate Authority
for the efficiency and routine day to day
operations of the Police Department and
shall have the authority to assign day-today duties to its members and other personnel of the Department and shall make
reports in writing each month to the Appropriate Authority of the operations and conduct of the Police Department during the
preceding month.
The Chief of Police shall, among other
duties:
a. Administer and enforce Rules and
Regulations and special emergency directives for the disposition and discipline
of the force and its officers and personnel;
b. Have, exercise and discharge the
functions, powers and duties of the force;
c. Prescribe the duties and assignments of all subordinates and other personnel; and
d. Delegate such authority as he or she
may deem necessary for the efficient operation of the force to be exercised under
his or her direction and supervision.
That section 18-8 entitled “Suspension
of members of Police Department; hearing on suspension; appeal to town council;
reinstatement of suspended members” is
amended to read as follows:
Section 18-8 Disciplinary Actions in
Police Department
Disciplinary actions, including removal,
fine, reductions in rank from or in office, or
suspensions with or without pay, before or
after a hearing, shall be taken against
members of the Police Department upon
just cause in accordance with applicable
New Jersey law and the Rules and Regulations of the Police Department. Police
officers may be disciplined for the reasons
set forth in N.J.S.A. 40A:14-147, including
but not limited to misconduct or disobedience of the Rules and Regulations. All
Disciplinary actions taken following a hearing shall be subject to the approval of the
Appropriate Authority.
SECTION II.
Any or all ordinances or parts thereof in
conflict, or inconsistent, with any part of
the terms of this ordinance are hereby
repealed to the extent that they are in such
conflict or inconsistent.
SECTION III.
In the event that any section, part or
provision of this ordinance shall be held to
be unconstitutional or invalid by any court,
such holdings shall not affect the validity of
this ordinance as a whole, or any part
thereof, other than the part so held unconstitutional or invalid.
SECTION IV.
This ordinance shall take effect after
passage and publication as soon as, and
in the manner provided by law.
1 T - 1/4/07, The Leader
Fee: $109.65

WINNING HEARTS AND MINDS…Students in Debbie Skaar’s second grade
class at Evergreen Elementary School proudly display their collection of mittens
and gloves. The children were reading “The Mitten” by Jan Brett and decided to
incorporate a service project. All the mittens and gloves were donated to “Hearts
for Humanity,” a local charity benefiting needy families.

WE THREE KINGS...Lisa Grawehr’s 4-year-old class at Holy Trinity
Interparochial School celebrate the true meaning of Christmas by performing
“The Nativity Story” for their parents.

Celebration Children’s Choir
To Hold Auditions on Jan. 9
CRANFORD –Auditions will be
held for the Celebration Children’s
Choir on Tuesday, January 9, from
6 until 7:30 p.m. at the Cranford
United Methodist Church, located
on the corner of Lincoln and Walnut
Avenues in Cranford.
The Celebration Children’s Choir
is a tuition-free opportunity for talented singers between the ages of 9
and 13 to sing a variety of music
ranging from classical to Broadway.
Rehearsals are held on Tuesday
evenings from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. at
the Cranford United Methodist
Church. The season begins on Tuesday, January 16, and will include
concerts with the Celebration Singers adult choir on May 18 and 19.
The Children’s Choir is sponsored
PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
NOTICE OF MEETINGS
OF THE CONSTRUCTION
BOARD OF APPEALS
(IN COMPLIANCE WITH THE OPEN
PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT, CHAPTER
231, P.L. 1975)
NOTICE is hereby given by the Township of Scotch Plains of the following 2007
schedule of meetings of the Construction Board of Appeals to b e held in the
Municipal Building, 430 Park Avenue,
Scotch Plains, New Jersey on the first
Wednesday of each month, at 7:30 p.m.,
unless otherwise indicated.
Wednesday, January 10th -- 8:00 a.m.
February 7th
March 7th
April 4th
May 2nd
June 6th
July 11th
August 1st
September 5th
October 3rd
November 7th
December 5th
The above schedule allows the option of
calling a special meeting when necessary.
1 T - 1/4/07, The Times
Fee: $27.03

by the Celebration Singers, an adult
non-profit organization not affiliated with any church or school.
The Celebration Children’s Choir
is under the direction of Tom Pedas,
former music teacher with the
Cranford and Linden public schools.
The New Jersey Music Educators
Association named Mr. Pedas “Master Music Teacher” of New Jersey.
Also, his choirs have won top honors at choir competitions and he
consistently places many singers in
State and National Honors Choirs.
He has also directed musicals for
several area theatre companies and
schools.
The Choir consists of 50 youngsters from several different communities. The Children’s Choir performs selections on its own and also
in concert with the Celebration Singers, giving an intergenerational flavor to the concert.
For additional information or directions to the auditions, call Mr.
Pedas at (908) 245-2339.

Dr. King to Be Honored
During Shabbat Service
WESTFIELD – On Friday, January 12, Temple Emanu-El will celebrate the work of the Reverend Dr.
Martin Luther King, Jr. at its
Shabbat service at 8:15 p.m. The
temple is located at 756 East Broad
Street in Westfield.
The Reverend Ronald Allen, senior pastor of the Pilgrim Baptist
Church in Summit, will be the guest
speaker. In addition, the temple’s
choir will sing. For more details,
please contact Carolyn Shane, executive director, at (908) 232-6770
or cshane@tewnj.org, or visit the
temple’s website at tewnj.org.

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
RESOLUTION

TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, the Township of Scotch
Plains will require the services of a Township Risk Manager during 2007; and
WHEREAS, the Township Council of
the Township of Scotch Plains adopted a
resolution on January 10, 2006, pursuant
to N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.4, et. seq., known
as the “New Jersey Campaign Contributions and Expenditures Reporting Act”;
which established a fair and open process
for the award of certain contracts with a
value in excess of $17,500.00 per year,
where those contracts are not subject to
public bidding or competitive contracting
under the New Jersey Local Public Contracts Law; and
WHEREAS, Requests for Qualifications
and proposals for the said contract were
advertised at least ten (10) days before the
proposals were to be submitted; and
WHEREAS, the Township Manager and
the Township Clerk have received and
opened the proposals in public and the
Township Council evaluated any proposal
on the basis of being the most advantageous to the Township of Scotch Plains,
price and other factors being considered;
and
WHEREAS, the evaluation considered,
as to each proposal:
1) Experience and reputation in the field;
2) Knowledge of the Township of Scotch
Plains and the subject matter to be addressed under the contract;
3) Availability to accommodate any required meetings;
4) Compensation proposal; and
WHEREAS, funds have been certified
for this position by the Chief Financial
Officer of the Township.
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED
by the Township Council of the Township
of Scotch Plains, as follows: That Commerce National Insurance Services is
hereby appointed as Township Risk Manager for the year 2007.
A copy of this Resolution shall be published in The Times as required by law
within ten (10) days of its passage.
Dated: January 2, 2007
Township of Scotch Plains
Barbara Riepe
Township Clerk
1 T - 01/04/07, The Times Fee: $46.92

WHEREAS, the Township of Scotch
Plains will require the services of a Township Auditor during 2007; and
WHEREAS, the Township Council of
the Township of Scotch Plains adopted a
resolution on January 10, 2006, pursuant
to N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.4, et. seq., known
as the “New Jersey Campaign Contributions and Expenditures Reporting Act”;
which established a fair and open process
for the award of certain contracts with a
value in excess of $17,500.00 per year,
where those contracts are not subject to
public bidding or competitive contracting
under the New Jersey Local Public Contracts Law; and
WHEREAS, Requests for Qualifications
and proposals for the said contract were
advertised at least ten (10) days before the
proposals were to be submitted; and
WHEREAS, the Township Manager and
the Township Clerk have received and
opened the proposals in public and the
Township Council evaluated any proposal
on the basis of being the most advantageous to the Township of Scotch Plains,
price and other factors being considered;
and
WHEREAS, the evaluation considered,
as to each proposal:
1) Experience and reputation in the field;
2) Knowledge of the Township of Scotch
Plains and the subject matter to be addressed under the contract;
3) Availability to accommodate any required meetings;
4) Compensation proposal; and
WHEREAS, funds have been certified
for this position by the Chief Financial
Officer of the Township.
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED
by the Township Council of the Township
of Scotch Plains, as follows:
That Suplee, Clooney & Co. is hereby
appointed as Township Auditor for the
year 2007.
A copy of this Resolution shall be published in The Times as required by law
within ten (10) days of its passage.
Dated: January 2, 2007
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
Barbara Riepe
Township Clerk
1 T - 1/4/07, The Times
Fee: $46.92
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Musical Textures: NJ Symphony
Brings ‘Fire and Serenity’
By VICTORIA McCABE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The New Jersey Symphony
Orchestra’s “Fire and Serenity” November concert program was all
about texture. From Edvard Grieg’s
“Suite No. 1 from ‘Peer Gynt’” to
Max Bruch’s “Scottish Fantasy” to
Beethoven’s bright Fourth Symphony, the NJSO, under the baton of
Neeme Järvi, culled a wide palate of
musical colorings and sounds.
At a Sunday matinee performance,
the orchestra squeezed onto the
Morristown Community Theater’s
temporary stage (the theater is in the
midst of fundraising efforts to finance the construction of a new
stage), and though the fit was tight,
the sound the musicians created had
no difficulty filling the charming
venue’s space.
The Grieg opened with lovely wind
solos, joined with a wash of delicate
string tones before the strings picked
up the expansive, lyrical melody.
The second movement brought
hushed drama with intense chords
and a muted string texture, and a
dynamic arch faded away into nothing. Glossy opening chords in the
third movement quickly made way
for a buoyant waltz, and the orchestra fluxuated between a pizzicato
aesthetic and shimmering violin
melodies. The famous melody of the
fourth movement slowly grew from
a bassoon-driven rumbling into a
full-orchestral frenzy; the NJSO gave
all the meaty tremolos, offbeat cymbal crashes and dramatic climaxes
the wild energy they require.
The second part of the concert’s
first half featured the 2006 Young
Artists Auditions winner Betty Zhou,
a teenage violinist from Edison. Her
piece, Bruch’s “Scottish Fantasy,”
Op. 46, evoked completely different

textures from the orchestra and treated
the audience to a new musical aesthetic.
Regrettably, some in the audience
took the break between pieces as an
opportunity to start chatting, and
though conversations stopped once
orchestra and soloist began, the noise
coming from certain individuals did
not. Indeed, there was so much unmuffled coughing that one longed for
the cough-drop bins Carnegie Hall
not-so-discreetly places at each entrance to its theater.
But though the audience was fidgety, 16-year-old Zhou was poised and
elegant, both in stature and technique.
She immediately asserted both her
dexterity and the mature, melancholic
tone she could draw out of her violin.
She filled the theater, her low notes
resonating wonderfully.
This was the “fire” that the concert
program’s title promised. The musicians dug into bouncy Scottish melodies as Zhou alternately performed
furious runs up and down the violin
and delivered dancing melodies.
An explosive solo exposition began the final movement; the orchestra in its exposition echoed Zhou’s
impassioned performance. A bouncy
violin melody flourished on top of
pizzicato strings. An orchestra and
soloist playing in overdrive dug into
wild runs and big chords, then slowly
calmed down as fluid solo passages
ran under sustained winds. In a particularly poignant moment, all else
faded away from the solo violin, leaving only its soothing whisper hanging in the air.
Sandwiched
between
the
overarching heroics of his Third and
Fifth symphonies, Beethoven’s lighthearted Fourth Symphony sometimes
gets lost. The tremendous longevity
of the turbulent Third and Fifth has

FINAL FANTASY...The 2006 Young Artists Auditions winner Betty Zhou, a 16year old violinist from Edison, presented Bruch’s “Scottish Fantasy,” Op. 46

WHS Band The Bus
Reunites at Hamilton St.
A” and “Westbound,” a song written
for the reunion show.
WESTFIELD –Westfield High
The middle of the set was dediSchool (WHS) funk band The Bus cated to James Brown, the late “Godplayed a reunion show at Hamilton father of Soul.” The boys entertained
Street Café and Stage in Bound Brook their fans with a rendition of rap faon Saturday, December 30, 2006. vorite “Get Low,” which elicited
Opening acts inlaughter from the
cluded WHS bands
audience.
Top Dogs, The
“It was a good
Sirkus and Southset,” said Jon, the
ern Fried Funk.
lead singer, whose
The bands played
guitar broke toto an intimate audiwards the end of the
ence at Hamilton St.
show. He grabbed a
The crowd was
friend’s and contincomprised mainly
June 23, 2005 Archives ued to play, saying,
of high school and TICKET TO RIDE…The Bus records “the show must go
college students, their debut CD at Brick Window Re- on.”
with a few parents cording Studios.
“I think we were
present to support their children. Au- lucky to find each other at such a
dience members sang and danced young age,” said bassist Will, referalong with the bands, cheering after ring to the fact that The Bus has been
each song and shouting out requests playing together for four years. The
to play their favorites.
band plans to continue playing to“This is my second time playing gether in the summers after they
here, and it’s a pretty nice spot. A lot graduate in June.
of funk bands play here, which is
unusual for the area,” said The Sirkus’
lead singer and guitarist Ben Colvin.
The Sirkus played a cover of “Cut the
Cake” by Average White Band and
four original songs.
WESTFIELD – The Figure-DrawThe Bus members Will Harbaugh,
Jon Fichter, Mike Risberg and Gabe ing Group of the Westfield Art AssoYukon played together for the first ciation is mounting “Drawn Totime since last summer, when Gabe gether,” an exhibit of its pictures, to
be viewed from Saturday, January 6,
moved to Texas with his family.
They played both cover songs and through Tuesday, January 30, at the
originals for over an hour, with favor- Westfield Art Gallery.
The storefront venue is part of the
ites including “Sex Machine” by
Aretha Franklin and originals “Track New Jersey Workshop for the Arts,
150-152 East Broad Street in the midst
of downtown Westfield.
Dueling Pianos Duo
The dozen artists in the group meet
To Perform at JCC
at 9:30 a.m. on Thursdays in the
SCOTCH PLAINS – The JCC of Westfield Community Room to draw
Central New Jersey will be transformed from clothed models. After several
into a nightclub for a special evening quick warm-up poses, the main pose
at 8 p.m. on Saturday, January 6.
of the day continues to 12:30 p.m.,
The audience will be treated to the long enough to complete a finished
musical comedy stylings of noted drawing, pastel or watercolor. ReNYC duo Michael and Amy, who flecting the different media, some
will perform their popular “Dueling pictures in the exhibit are black-andPianos” act. Together, they capture white, and some have high color.
the best elements of the trendy duelThe non-taught sketch class has a
ing pianos concept while mixing in drop-in format, and it welcomes newtheir own special blend of comedy.
comers. Next to Mindowaskin Park,
The evening will also include din- its location in the Community Room
ner, drinks, dessert and both live and is behind the door closest to the street
Chinese auctions. Proceeds raised from at the Westfield Municipal Building,
this evening will benefit the JCC.
425 East Broad Street. This entrance
All are invited to this fun event. Tick- is handicapped-accessible. For inforets are $70 per person. For more infor- mation about the class, call Barbara
mation or to purchase tickets, contact Uhr at (908) 317-2983 before 9 p.m.
Sharon Raven at sraven@jccnj.org or or Eileen Willoughby at (908) 232908-889-8800 ext. 209. Information is 5046.
also available at jccnj.org.
Meet the participating artists at the
The JCC of Central New Jersey is reception for “Drawn Together” Sunlocated at 1391 Martine Avenue in day, January 14, from 2 to 4 p.m. at the
Scotch Plains.
Westfield Art Gallery, between ProsBy CASSIE LO

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

rendered the milder Fourth one of
the least performed and least explored of Beethoven’s symphonies.
But though the Fourth does not
ascribe to the heroic proportions of
its predecessor and successor, it’s
not in Beethoven’s nature to play to
conventions. So he starts toying with
them right away, opening the symphony with a slow introduction in
minor, though the symphony is in B
flat major. He sets up an ominous
explosion with big anticipatory
chords, but suddenly the cadence
gives way to a playful melody in
major.
The NJSO’s excellent timpani
player played a key role, deepening
the dramatics of the first movement
and then punctuating the second
movement Adagio in one of
Beethoven’s interesting scoring
choices. The timpani’s underscoring gives the movement a surprisingly weighty quality; after a lovely
interplay between the first and second violin sections, some delicate
woodwind melodies and soft exchanges, a solo timpani pulse led
into the movement’s final cadence.
The second movement is the
Fourth’s emotional and dramatic
center, and the NJSO accordingly
emphasized the movement’s alternating tension and supple release.
In the third movement, Beethoven
passes the melodic line around the
orchestra from one section to another; it’s an interesting surroundsound effect, and one that requires a
real cohesion between the sections
of an orchestra. The NJSO gelled as
an ensemble in Morristown, fluidly
sending the bouncy melody from
winds to strings and back.
Järvi swayed back and forth
amidst a torrent of activity from his
orchestra, conductor and musicians
all playing on the same page, moving in time with each other.
Beethoven challenges the musicians by bouncing rapid-fire runs
around the string sections during
the symphony’s final movement.
The NJSO string players again
joined cohesively, nimbly accentuating all notes and keeping runs
crisp.
The intimate Morristown venue
was the perfect atmosphere for the
lesser-known symphony; the NJSO
allowed the audience to explore the
majesty of the work up close and
personal.
The NJSO will present
Beethoven’s Eighth Symphony, on a
concert program including
Tchaikovsky’s violin concerto and
Adams’ “Shaker Loops,” this Saturday, January 6, at 8 p.m. at the New
Jersey Performing Arts Center in
Newark, and Sunday, January 7, at
3 p.m. at the Community Theater in
Morristown. Visit njsymphony.org
for details.

Westfield Figure-Drawing
Group Displays its Work
pect and Elm Streets on East Broad
Street. Regular viewing hours are:
Tuesdays through Fridays, 10 a.m. to
2 p.m.; Thursday evenings, 6 to 8 p.m.;
and Saturdays, 9 a.m. to noon. Admission to the exhibit or reception is free.
For information about “Drawn Together,” call Linda Kolar at (908) 7531154. For the New Jersey Workshop
for the Arts, call (908) 789-9696.

Vagina Monologues
Cast Hosts ‘beauTEA’
AREA – The cast of The Vagina
Monologues will host a ‘beauTEA’ at
the Grand Summit Hotel in Summit
on January 21 from 1 to 4 p.m.
There will be tea, coffee, sandwiches and desserts and a silent art
auction with the theme of “women.”
Proceeds are going to the YWCA
Eastern Union County, and their
mission to fight violence against
women.
A speaker from the YWCA will be
attending and there will also be a
short reading from the cast. Those
attending are encouraged to bring an
item to add to the community collage that celebrates women. Items
include anything from a word to a
picture.
Tickets are $10 and can be reserved with Noelle Tate at (908)
273-9121, extension 13. For more
information, visit noelletate.com/
vday.
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Carriage House Series Celebrates
Eight Years of Poetry Readings
By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

FANWOOD – Fanwood’s Carriage
House Poetry Series (CHPS) recently
celebrated its eighth anniversary with
a night of poetry readings featuring
the distinguished poets, Renée Ashley
and Peter Murphy.
Collectively, Ms. Ashley and Mr.
Murphy are the recipients of many
awards and honors.
Ms. Ashley is the author of “Salt,”
a Brittingham Prize in Poetry winner,
and three other poetry collections:
“The Various Reasons of Light;” “The
Revisionist’s Dream;” and a chapbook, “The Museum of Lost Wings.”
In addition, she a has written a novel
entitled, “Someplace Like This.”
She is the recipient of fellowships
from the New Jersey State Council on
the Arts and the National Endowment
for the Arts.
Ms. Ashley is a contributing editor
to The Literary Review, and she is on
the faculty of Fairleigh Dickinson
University’s low-residency MFA Program in Creative Writing.
“The Carriage House Poetry Series
is a tremendously prestigious series,
professionally and magnificently run
and hosted by [founder] Adele Kenny,
who is a really marvelous poet herself,” said Ms. Ashley.
“It’s always a pleasure to be included [at a CHPS readings], but the
anniversary reading was a particular
honor,” she continued, adding that she
believes that Ms. Kenny and Fanwood
deserve to be recognized for their contribution to poetry in the state.
Mr. Murphy was born in Wales and
grew up in New York City, where he
operated heavy equipment, managed a
nightclub, and drove a cab. “Stubborn
Child,” his first book, was a finalist for
the 2006 Paterson Poetry Prize. He has
also received awards and fellowships
from the New Jersey State Council on
the Arts, the Corporation of Yaddo, the
Folger Shakespeare Library, the National Endowment for the Humanities,

Tree Disposal Benefits
Music Scholarships
WESTFIELD – The Westfield High
School Concert Choir is offering to
help area residents dispose of their
Christmas trees in exchange for a $10
donation to be used for vocal music
scholarships.
This service has been provided in
the past by the cast of the spring
musical, but is being sponsored by
the Choir this year. Anyone interested in having a tree picked up after
the holidays is asked to e-mail William Mathews, Choral Director, at
wmathews@westfieldnjk12.org and
it will be relayed to the choir officers.
Individuals are asked to include
their name, address and telephone
number. Trees will be picked up on
Saturday and Sunday, January 6 and
7. The deadline to make arrangements
is Friday, January 5.

‘Women of Song’ Series
Continues in Watchung

FANTASTIC FLUTISTS…Scotch
Plains residents Jessica Clarke and
David Monte, seventh graders at The
Wardlaw-Hartridge School in Edison,
delighted audiences during the Middle
School Holiday Concert on the evening
of Tuesday, December 19.

Thursday, January 4, 2007

WESTFIELD – The Watchung Arts
Center continues its brand-new concert series called ‘Powerful Women
of Song’ by presenting New York
City based singer/songwriter Anne
Heaton on Saturday, January 6, at the
Watchung Arts Center at 18 Sterling
Road in Watchung. Doors will open
at 7:30 p.m. and the concert begins at
8 p.m. Admission is $15.
The Powerful Women of Song Series is presented by Ahrre Maros,
owner of Ahrre’s Coffee Roastery in
Westfield and host of the award winning Coffee With Conscience Concert Series in Westfield.
The Powerful Women of Song Series is an eight-concert series, taking
place on the first Saturday night of
each month from October through
June – skipping April because of Easter Weekend.
This series honors and features
strong and powerful female singer
songwriters from around the country
who express their thoughts, feelings
and passions through musical composition. This series is dedicated to the
power that music has to invoke change.
Tickets can be purchased on line
for this concert by going to
watchungarts.org, clicking on Anne
Heaton and finding the link to the
tickets at the bottom of the page.
For more info about Ms. Heaton,
visit anneheaton.com.

the Virginia Center for the Creative
Arts, and the White House Commission on Presidential Scholars.
Mr. Murphy is also the founder of
the Winter Poetry & Prose Getaway,
held annually in Cape May.
“I have been reading about the Carriage House Poetry Series for years,
even in Atlantic City. I am pleased to
finally read my poems here. I think
Adele should be canonized as a Poetry
Saint for her hard work bringing poets
and audiences together for so many
years,” commented Mr. Murphy.
Ms. Kenny established CHPS in
December 1998 while she was undergoing chemotherapy for breast cancer.
“My prognosis was excellent and I
wanted to give thanks by volunteering something of substance to the
community,” she explained.
Then Fanwood Mayor Mary Ann
Connelly and current Assemblywoman
Linda Stender, who was a freeholder
at the time, assisted her in her efforts.
Ms. Kenny thought the Fanwood
Carriage House, (now the Patricia M.
Kuran Cultural Arts Center), a historic
Gothic Revival structure that was once
a 19th century carriage house, would
be an interesting site for the CHPS.
“Both [women] were extremely
supportive and helped immeasurably

in making the Carriage House available, and the series possible,” continued Ms. Kenny.
With Ms. Connelly and Ms. Stender’s
encouragement, Ms. Kenny wrote a grant
proposal, and the Series began as a project
funded in part by the New Jersey State
Council on the Arts, through a grant
administered by the Union County Division of Cultural and Heritage Affairs.
Since 1998, the CHPS has featured
over 55 distinguished poets, including Pulitzer Prize, National Book
Award, and Pushcart Prize recipients.
In addition, countless local poets have
read in open readings over the years.
“The support of current Fanwood
Mayor Colleen Mahr and the borough council has enabled the series,
now a satellite project of the Fanwood
Arts Council, to remain vital and active,” said Ms. Kenny.
The Kuran Cultural Arts Center is
located on Watson Road, off North
Martine Avenue, and is adjacent to
Fanwood Borough Hall.
There will be no CHPS reading in
January, but the series will resume at
8 p.m. on Tuesday, February 13, with
a celebration of Black History Month.
Award-winning poets Gwen Samuels
and Gretna Wilkinson will be the
featured poets at that reading.

Westfield Symphony Orchestra
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 20

tem the Westfield High School now
boasts that was able to overshadow the
chatter of that little voice.
Gershwin’s “How Long Has This
Been Going On?” with Ms. Willbanks
was done up royally. With lush strings
and sexy brushed drum accompaniment, we could have been in an intimate Cabaret. The orchestra was able
to shine in a solo capacity for the
ending refrain.
Assistant Conductor James W.
Fuerst ably conducted two numbers:
“I Have Dreamed” from King and I
and “Who Can I Turn To?” from Roar
of the Greasepaint.
Some of the most beautiful notes of
the night came from the “All the Things
You Are” duet by Ms. Millbanks and

Mr. Gagnon. At the key change, with
the orchestra’s swell, they brought the
house down with the addition of Mr.
DeLoach and Ms. Ilieva’s voices.
Visually, the stage was elegantly
gorgeous with lighted greenery, silver and gold accents dotted with pink
and red poinsettias thanks to
Christopher’s
Flowers
of
Mountainside.
“We’ll send you home with one
more little ditty,” said Mr. Wroe, as he
invited the packed house to sing the
encore number with the four vocalists.
And right on cue, the strains of
“Auld Lang Syne” began.
What a pleasant way to usher in
2007.

WF’s Dodgers’ Fans Share
Memories with Author
By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – Westfield’s Brooklyn Dodgers fans recently flocked to
the Westfield Memorial Library to
hear author, Bob McGee, speak about
his book, “The Greatest Ballpark
Ever: Ebbets Field and the Story of
the Brooklyn Dodgers.”
Mr. McGee’s interest in the Brooklyn Dodgers stems
from his childhood.
Not only was he
raised in Bay Ridge,
Brooklyn, he lived
down the block
from Pee Wee
Reese, the shortstop
and third baseman
who later became
captain of the team.
Like the rest of
his Bay Ridge community, Mr. McGee
was devastated
when the team left
for Los Angeles.
“I was fiveyears-old when the
Dodgers
left
Brooklyn,” Mr.
McGee recalled.
“Nothing in life
was the same after that.”
In “The Greatest Ballpark Ever,”
Mr. McGee traces the history of the
famed sports stadium from its conception in the mind of Dodgers’ owner,
Charley Ebbets, to its opening game in
April, 1913, to its demolition and subsequent redevelopment in the sixties.
Mr. McGee refers to historical facts,
New York politics and the sentiment
of Brooklyn Dodgers’ fans to tell the
story of Ebbets Field.
As Mr. McGee related in his Westfield
presentation, the idea to write a book
about Ebbets Field came after writing a
short article on the ballpark, and having
it published on the first page of a weekend section of the New York Times.
“My article drew a lot of attention,”
he stated.

For Mr. McGee, one of the highlights of his visit to Westfield was the
interaction he had with his audience.
“They are a very responsive and
wonderful group,” he remarked after
his presentation.
“The members of the audience were
very open and willing to talk about
their own personal memories of the
team and the ballpark.”
The response the
author received in
Westfield mirrors
those he has received elsewhere,
and is, in part, the
reason he wrote
“The Greatest
Ballpark Ever.”
“I want the book
to honor the
memory of the
Brooklyn Dodgers
fans,” he explained.
“The team was
as much about the
people [who loved
them] as it was
about the players,”
he continued.
The
author,
whose background
includes a long career in public relations, currently
teaches Speech at Dominican College in Orangeburg, N.Y.
He is also the coauthor of “Bridges of
Central Park,” a definitive study of the
architecture of the Manhattan landmark.
“The Greatest Ballpark Ever:
Ebbets Field and the Story of the
Brooklyn Dodgers” is the winner of
the national juried Dave Moore Award
for the best baseball book of 2005.
The book is available at all local
bookstores.
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Westfield Symphony Orchestra
Sings in the New Year in Style
By SUSAN M. DOUGHERTY

Mountainside Author Benford
Probes Princess Diana’s Death
By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MOUNTAINSIDE – The mystery
and intrigue surrounding the death of
Princess Diana continue to make headlines nearly a decade after her death.
Just this month, a new study of
DNA confirmed the blood alcohol
level of her driver, Henri
Paul, had three times the
French legal limit, essentially putting to rest
the idea that the Princess was murdered.
In his new book, “To
Kill a Princess: The
Diana
Plot,”
Mountainside author
Timothy B. Benford, examines the conspiracy
theories surrounding
Princess Diana’s death by
taking the facts and weaving them into a fictional
account of the tragedy.
“To Kill a Princess”
evolved from a previous book, “Royal
Family Quiz and Fact Book,” which
Mr. Benford published in 1987.
“I had made a lot of contacts while
writing the Royal Family book, and I
stayed in touch with them,” he explained, adding that when he started
writing about Princess Diana, he knew
whom to contact for information.
Although “To Kill a Princess” is
primarily a fictional story, it does
contain a strong nonfiction component. For example, of the approximately 200 characters that appear in
the book, less than 30 are fictional.
According to the author, the books’
fiction keeps pace with the real events.
“Every quote in the book attributed

to a real person was truly said,” continued Mr. Benford.
“However, I wove the real-life information into the story in such a way
that it is difficult to tell where the
facts end and the fiction begins.”
Mr. Benford has his own idea about
why there has been so much controversy surrounding
Princess Diana’s
death, which he compares to that of President Kennedy.
“Sometimes when
an important person
dies, the only way to
come to terms with the
death is by looking for
a conspiracy,” he explained.
“There are no conspiracy theories for insignificant people,” he
continued. “The scale
is unbalanced.”
The author, who is
originally from Bayonne, has lived in
Mountainside since 1974. He has
served the community as a councilman, police commissioner and a member of United Way.
Although Mr. Benford began his
writing career as a newspaper travel
writer, he admits he never took a
writing course, and calls his talent
“self-taught.”
His articles have appeared in New
York Times, Travel & Leisure; Caribbean Travel & Life; New Jersey
Monthly and many others in the U.S.,
Canada and Australia.
Mr. Benford, is the author of a
number of nonfiction books, including “Righteous Carnage: The List

THE CHORAL ART SOCIETY OF NEW JERSEY
JAMES S. LITTLE – DIRECTOR

Felix Mendelssohn

ELIJAH
Soprano – Andi Campbell
Tenor – Mark Bleeke

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Murders,” which he co-wrote with
James P. Johnson.
His other nonfiction books tackle
the subjects of World War II, and the
Space program, He has also written
two novels: “Hitler’s Daughter” and
“The Ardennes Tapes.” “Hitler’s
Daughter” has been made into a movie.
He often works on two different
books at the same time, admitting that
“two different subjects keep me fresh.”
Although Mr. Benford is busy at
work on a new project, he did not
reveal what it is.
“I have a long list of books I want
to write,” is all he would say.
For more information about Mr.
Benford and his books, visit his
website at timbenford.com.

WESTFIELD – New Year’s Eve
can be a lonely night.
Audience members at the Westfield
Symphony Orchestra’s (WSO) “American Songbook,” however, couldn’t feel
lonely while being surrounded by old,
familiar musical numbers from Broadway shows of the last 40 years.
Conductor David Wroe started with
the familiar if not overdone “Another
Op’nin’, Another Show” from Cole
Porter’s Kiss Me Kate. Adding to the
lively orchestral rendition was a vocal quartet of professional singers:
soprano Marguerite Willbanks, alto
Milla Ilieva, tenor David Gagnon and
baritone Marcus DeLoach.
Utilizing Broadway hits from
Lerner, Rogers and Hammerstein,
George Gershwin, Irving Berlin and
a host of other traditional lyricists/
song writers, Mr. Wroe’s program
was warm and inviting.
Unfortunately, Mr. Wroe’s stiff, rather

WESTFIELD – Director Gordon
Wiener (Edison) has the cast in final
rehearsals for the Westfield Community Players (WCP) production of
Patrick Hamilton’s Victorian thriller
Angel Street opening Saturday evening
January 6 at 8 p.m. The show continues Friday and Saturday evenings January 12, 13, 19 and 20 in the theater at
1000 North Avenue West in Westfield.
First produced in London, this play
was the basis for the film Gaslight.
For the Manninghams who live on
Angel Street in London, all appears
peaceful and serene from the outside.
Within, Mr. Manningham is slowly torturing his wife into insanity under the
guise of kindness. It takes the tenacious
inspector Rough from Scotland Yard to
help Mrs. Manningham as he investi-

Raagini Restaurant
Launches Art Gallery
MOUNTAINSIDE – Union
County’s Indian restaurant Raagini
has launched an art gallery. Sonia and
Pankaj Jain manage Indigo Arts, the
first and only Indian art gallery in
New Jersey.
The first exhibition will take place
on Saturday, January 6, at noon, and
every first Saturday of the month onwards.
Indigo Arts presents a collection of
oil paintings by various Indian artists
such as Rajesh Yadav, Lokesh Soni,
Khush Mali, Krishan Gupta, Anu,
Seema and others.
These paintings are categorized into
various categories such as monuments, religious symbols, abstract and
traditional themes.
Raagini is located on 1085 Route
22, East in Mountainside.

gates a murder committed 15 years ago
in the house on Angel Street.
Real life spouses Mark and Syndi
Szabo of Parlin play the Manninghams,
while Lee Wittenberg (Newark) is Inspector Rough of Scotland Yard. The
household is completed with maids
Jackie Weiner (Westfield) and Jamie
Bodo (Piscataway). Produced by Kay
Macrae (Westfield), Lynn Lampariello
is the Stage Manager, Bill McMeekan
(Scotch Plains) was construction manager and Bob Murray (Plainfield) is
technical director.
If interested, call the box office at
(908) 232-1221 for reserved seating
at $15 per ticket. Non-members must
prepay tickets with reservations. Note
that on the benefit performance of
January 12, WCP membership cards
will not be honored. On those nights,
tickets are available from the sponsoring organizations.

BOE Congratulates
Band, Color Guard
SCOTCH PLAINS –On December
21, the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board
of Education (SP-F BOE) presented
the 131 members of the Scotch Plains
Fanwood High School Marching Band
and Color Guard with a congratulatory resolution commemorating the
band’s state championship win at the
2006 United States Scholastic Band
competition for group 6A.
SP-F BOE member Linda Nelson
presented the resolution that was unanimously approved by the board. Schools
Superintendent Margaret Hayes then
presented each band section with copies of the resolution. The evening concluded with a small reception for the
band and their families.

CAS CHORUS& ORCHESTRA
SATURDAY, JANUARY 20, 2007– 8:00 PM
T HE P RESBYTERIAN C HURCH

IN W ESTFIELD
Mountain Avenue at Broad Street
BANDING TOGETHER…Band members’ families honor them with a standing
ovation.

Funding has been made possible in part by the New Jersey State Council on the Arts,
Department of State, a partner agency of the National Endowment for the Arts,
through a grant administered by the Union County Division of Cultural and Heritage Affairs.

NEW JERSEY
STATE COUNCIL
ON THE ARTS

A NEW CHAPTER FOR

THE TOWN BOOK STORE!
~ Grand Opening January 6, 2007
2
~
After 72 years in our former location, we have moved
across the street to 270 E. Broad Street in Westfield

Current Store
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Presbyterian
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• Friendly, Personalized
Service
• Free Out-of-Print Book
Searches
• Free Gift Wrapping
• Special Orders
Welcome
• Book Club Incentives
• Gift Certificates

Cannot Be Combined With Other Discounts
Not applicable on Publisher Orders or Out-of-Print books

Valid through 1/31/07
One coupon per customer

WL01

~ Satisfying Book Lovers since 1934 ~
(908) 233-3535

www.townbookstore.com
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Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ALL TOGETHER NOW…At the conclusion of the Westfield Symphony
Orchestra’s “The American Songbook” on New Year’s Eve, Maestro David Wroe
invites the audience to sing “Auld Lang Syne” with Milla Ilieva, David Gagnon,
Marguerite Willbanks and Marcus DeLoach.
™

POPCORN

Rocky Balboa:
The Winner and still Underdog
One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
3 popcorns

Who said you can’t go on and on
and on…and on? Tarzan is still swinging out there somewhere. Mr.
Sherlock Holmes is ready whenever
the game is afoot. And James Bond
has just acquired a fresh makeover as
well as a whole new audience.
Rocky Balboa, merely the sixth film
in the series that started with Rocky in
1976, reaffirms there’s always room on
the silver screen for our legendary folk
heroes. Especially if they romantically
embody the spirit that captured our
imagination in the first place. Which is
what Sylvester Stallone’s Italian Stallion does this time out…absolutely.
Granted, the franchise, like its bluecollar gladiator, lost its way somewhere
between Rocky II (1979) and Rocky V
(1990). Old Rock had to go through the
motions. The oddball promotions, the
hardships, the fleeting glory.
However, now pushing 60, the pugilist-turned-restaurateur sees anew
the really important questions. And,
through that odd visceral process only
he fully fathoms, Rocky figures the
answers can once again be found in
the center of a boxing ring.
Outlandish, indeed. But we’ll
throng nevertheless to see if a man
three score and somewhat wiser than
an opponent half his age can win just
a little vicarious redemption for us
all. Hey, it’s human nature.
Which is pretty much the angle
heavyweight champ Mason Dixon’s
moneymen are playing. It’s the nostalgia/novelty card, not too unlike the
one Apollo Creed dealt in 1976. The
one that wound up making Rocky a
household name.
You see, the undefeated champ,
effectively portrayed by Antonio
Tarver, is a powerhouse alright. So
much so, in fact, that no one on the
horizon stands a chance of besting
him. And since the arrogant boxer is
universally disliked, fans aren’t going to pay good money unless they
think the sullen braggart has a chance
of being toppled.

Westfield Community Players
Presents the Victorian Thriller

Angel Street
A Drama by Patrick Hamilton
January 6, 12, 13, 19 & 20
1000 North Ave West, Westfield NJ
 Additional cost for benefit
Box Office: 908.232.1221

20% Off Any Book
With This Coupon

“Melinda” from Lerner’s On a Clear
Day, “Losing My Mind” from
Sondheim’s Follies and “Crossword
Puzzle” from Shire and Maltby’s
Starting Here, Starting Now.
Absolutely delightful in presentation, “Puzzle” was a showcase for
Ms. Willbanks’ vocal playful side and
acting ability.
The WSO’s early curtain of 7 p.m.
served as a two-edged sword: audience members could enjoy the concert and still put in an appearance at a
New Year’s Eve Party. Unfortunately,
the early time allowed for folks to
bring very young children.
One cherub caused a distraction for
those in the balcony. The only salvation was the state-of-the-art sound sys-

Community Players Season
Continues with Angel Street

Alto – Luthien Brackett
Bass – Dale Livingston

$20 / $15 Students, Seniors or Subscription
Tickets available at the door. Tickets also available @boogiestickets.com
For Information Call: 908-654-5737
Wheelchair Accessible

long narration between numbers became laborious. During the second half
of the program, however, he took his
wife’s advice (given during intermission, he confessed) to “loosen up!”
Ms. Willbanks and Mr. Gagnon delivered “We Kiss in a Shadow” from The
King and I with intensity and passion.
The vibrant tenor’s voice fairly soared
on the high notes’ crescendo and was
matched in volume and rich quality with
the stunning soprano’s instrument.
An incredible flute accompaniment—which floated and cascaded
over the notes in that number—was
worth the price of admission.
In the hour-and-a-half long program, familiar classics predominated,
but wisely were punctuated with some
less frequently heard songs such as

Single Tickets $15
Tickets must be prepaid
Curtain times 8PM

performance on January 12
as WCP membership cards are
not honored on benefit nights

Call 908.232.9568 For membership & Group Sales
Funding has been made possible in part by the New Jersey State Council on the Arts,
Department of State, a partner agency of the National Endowment for the Arts,
through a grant administered by the Union County Office of Cultural and Heritage Affairs

So, here’s the next best thing…a
moment, if not several rounds, of
dreaming the impossible dream. And,
if the gloriously unthinkable should
occur, well, we dare not even hope for
such a miracle.
All of which is what places us
moviegoers right at ringside, willing
participants in this indulgent fantasy.
Throwing reason to the wind, we’re
in his corner, card-carrying AARP
member or not.
But just in case we had our doubts,
the scenes leading up to Rocky’s decision make a rather compelling argument. Remember, this is the
people’s champ. In the twilight of his
life, his concerns, disappointments
and aspirations are our own, only a
little more so.
Unlike the complaint shared by
many folks his age, Rocky is hardly
invisible. But he is a bit of a ghost and
a tad of a cliché, right down to a son
disgruntled by the shadow his once
illustrious dad still casts.
A little time spent with the former
champ as he rummages around in a life
haunted with memories finds him
tableside, regaling patrons with recaps
of his more memorable bouts. He populates the cozy place with old pals who
need a job. And at every opportunity, he
scoots out to visit his wife’s grave.
In a lifetime of endless wounds,
Adrian’s passing has proved the
unkindest cut of all…the one that just
won’t heal. Not helping matters is the
gulf that has recently developed between him and Rocky, Jr. (Milo
Ventimiglia). Despite his entreaties,
the kid just keeps avoiding him.
Dealing with these issues, Stallone
the director/writer invokes his magical
gift of dispensation. Hardly another
filmmaker can lay on the schmaltz so
thick and still be taken seriously, even if
it is for only 90 minutes at a clip.
It is a simple, meat ‘n’ potatoes
eloquence, ensconced within the engaging, Runyonesque society he’s
feathered his Rocky chronicles with
over the years. It makes for a convincing one-two punch.
Along for the ride to again help
connect the past with the present is
seriocomically embittered Paulie
(Burt Young). Increasingly loony, the
brother-in-law is still working in the
big meat freezer and still looking to
work the angles.
Less familiar but of pivotal essence
is Little Marie, nicely portrayed by
Geraldine Hughes.You might remember, she’s the wisecracking teenager
Rocky lectures while he walks home
in the first episode. Now all grown
up, a single parent and struggling, she
has come to appreciate our streetwise
philosopher’s wisdom. A connection
forms.
Here, Stallone treads carefully.
Adrian has been elevated to sainthood. We don’t want any sacrilege.
Still, it has been a few years. The
guy deserves a break. The fight nears.
Tension builds. And only one thing is
important. How will things go for
Rocky Balboa this go-round, both in
and out of the ring?
****
Rocky Balboa, rated PG, is a Columbia Pictures release directed by
Sylvester Stallone and stars Sylvester
Stallone, Geraldine Hughes and Antonio Tarver. Running time: 102 minutes

