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Grey Ryan for The Westfield Leader
HANGOVER OVER…The Central Jersey Road Runners Club held its annual Hangover Run in Tamaques Park in
Westfield on New Year’s Day. The 5K run, celebrating its 25th anniversary, began at 12:05 p.m. The overall winner was
Emerson Silva of New York City with a time of 16:53. The first female winner was Megan Phillips of Brielle. A total of 363
people completed the race, with runners from 6 years old up to 77 years old. The under-14 female winner was Caroline
Williams, 14, of Westfield.

GW Mayor McCarthy Begins
Second Term; Sluka Takes Office

By KATHY MARQUES
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – Borough Mayor Den-
nis McCarthy was sworn in New Year’s
Day by Municipal Clerk Christina
Ariemma for a second four-year term,
Councilwoman Kathleen Villaggio was
sworn in for another three-year term
and Keith Sluka took the oath for his
first three-year term as a councilman.

Mayor McCarthy swore in newly
appointed Fire Chief Edward Silver,
Jr., a Westfield firefighter and
son of former Fire Chief Ed-
ward Silver, Sr. They are the
first father and son to both
serve as fire chief in
Garwood’s history.

“[Mr. Silver] has served
on the department since 1984,
and his family has a long
history of service with the
borough. We anticipate the
quality of his leadership to
be outstanding,” Mayor
McCarthy said.

He asked audience mem-
bers to “keep in your thoughts
and prayers the men and
women on our home land and
overseas who are fighting to
protect our freedom and ad-
vance the freedom of others.”

Councilman William Schadewald
congratulated Ms. Villaggio, the 2006
council president, stating, “Your strong
leadership, commitment to Garwood
and big heart is immeasurable.”

The council named Charles
Lombardo council president  for  2007.

He continued, “Let us not forget
the recent passing of President Ford.
I believe, as of today, the losses in
Iraq today are 3,000, so let’s hope for
a speedy return of our troops and that
2007 will bring a brighter year.”

Mayor McCarthy recognized former
councilman Damian Mitchell “for his
time and service he has dedicated to
Garwood. He first ran for council in
1994, served until 1997 and ran again
in 2000 and 2003, serving until the end
of his term in December of 2006. We
thank him for the first-rate work he did
for the people of Garwood.”

Councilman Walter Tucker con-
gratulated Mr. Sluka: “Welcome
aboard. We know you will perform to
the high standards we all perform to.”

Mayor McCarthy said, “Keith’s
problem-solving abilities and fresh
perspective on the issues that the coun-
cil face will be beneficial to all.”

The mayor thanked Ms. Ariemma,
who not only serves as editor of the
“Just the Facts” newsletter but is also
in charge of maintaining the Garwood
website, and to the administrator’s
office staff, who “are a team the ‘flies
under the radar’ at times, but are the
main reason why so many important
borough tasks are completed on time
and to perfection, because of their
dedication to the tasks.”

The mayor thanked the first aid
squad for “their services to the bor-
ough, including reinstating the ‘Vial
for Life’ program. The program pro-
vides free large pill bottles, which are
meant to contain a person’s medical
history and medications, which is
useful if a person is in medical need
and not able to provide crucial medi-
cal information.”

The DPW was also congratulated
on “their great job of clearing the
snow and ice that fell during the great

blizzard in February. They also as-
sisted in planting 188 new trees
throughout the town. We appreciate
all the hard work they do for us,”
Mayor McCarthy said.

In other business, the following
people were appointed to a one-year
term: borough attorney, Robert
Renaud; bonding attorney Steven
Rogut; borough auditor, Robert
Cagnassola of Westfield-based
Suplee, Clooney & Co.; treasurer,

Sue Wright; municipal court pros-
ecutor, Steven Merman; municipal
court public defender, Edward Coo-
per; municipal court administrator,
Martha Marino; deputy court admin-
istrator, Anita Ruscansky; recycling
coordinator and superintendent of the
Department of public works,
Frederick Corbitt; assistant fire chief,
Wayne Frew, and superintendent of
fire apparatus, Leonard Spina.

Donald Guarriello was appointed
to a three-year term as borough engi-
neer and Councilwoman Villaggio
was appointed to a year-long council
liaison to the planning board. Ap-
pointed to one-year terms as school
crossing guards, were Diane Cerillo,
Teresa Cuccaro, Linda Knierim, Janet
Korinchak, Stefan Motycjka, Rose-
mary Snow, Kyren Reed, Theodore

Woodruff, Matilda Froat, Margaret
Staba and alternates Doug Knierim,
Dennis Clark and Suzanne Granberg.

Mayor McCarthy also appointed
Emmit Garner, Thomas Popola, Jo-
seph Ragonese, Thomas Spera and
Rocky Venturo to two-year terms on
the board of appeals; Rose Stoj and
Joan VanNatta to three-year terms on
the board of health; Carol White to a
five-year term on the library board of
trustees; Kelly Dunn for a five-year

term on the recreation com-
mission and Chris LaSpina
to a four-year unexpired
term on the recreation com-
mission.

Michelle Abbaticola,
Claudia Berrios, Joe Carney,
Kathleen Carney, Thomas
Englese, Betty Galdi, Linda
Heath, Diane Killmer, Anne
Leonard, Melissa Mehalick,
Lori Napolitano, Bruce
Paterson, Jackie Petruzzelli,
Mel Shea, Chris Taylor and
Debbie Walsh were ap-
pointed to the celebrations
committee for one-year
terms. Theresa Janasee, Sam
Rocco, Debbie McCarthy,
Barbara Tweedle, John
Zultanky and Sue Baron

were appointed to one-year terms on
the Garwood Municipal Alliance.

The following people were ap-
pointed to a one-year term on the
emergency management council:
deputy coordinator, Len DiStefano;
Police Chief William Legg; Dr. E.
Calcara, first aid; John Drone, public
information officer; Emmett Garner,
shelter coordinator;  radiological of-
ficer, Thomas Spera; technical advi-
sor, Paul Josewitch, and business rep-
resentative Joseph Ragonese.

Mayor McCarthy wished a special
happy birthday to Victoria Napolitano,
who turned seven years old. She was
the first baby in Garwood to be born
on New Year’s Day in 2000.

The first council meeting for the
year will be held on Tuesday, January
9, at 7 p.m.

David Samsky for The Westfield Leader
UNDER OATH...Garwood municipal clerk Christina Ariemma,
right, swears in Mayor Dennis McCarthy for his second term in
office. The mayor’s family, from left to right, daughter Jessica,
son Bryan, mother Doris and wife Debbie, look on.
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MS Reorganizes; Mayor
Outlines Goals for 2007

By TED RITTER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE — Continuing
a tradition that now spans 111 years,
Mayor Robert Viglianti and the bor-
ough council held the governing
body’s annual reorganization meet-
ing Tuesday night.

The meeting, which drew a crowd
that overflowed into the hallway of
the municipal building, included ap-
pearances by Assemblyman Jon
Bramnick and State Senator Tom
Kean, Jr., (both LD-22, Westfield).
Police, fire and borough officials were
also on hand.

In his annual address, Mayor
Viglianti criticized state-level tax in-
creases implemented in 2006, say-
ing, “We are not seeing any reduction
in state spending.”

The mayor said the state’s recent
emphasis on sharing municipal ser-
vices to cut costs is nothing new in the
borough. “Mountainside has been
sharing services for over 25 years,”
he said, noting that many borough
officials also work part-time. “These
are major tax savings with no loss of
oversight or services. Another major
tax savings is that no member of [the]
governing body or any board mem-
ber receives health coverage, pen-
sions or a salary.”

Mr. Kean later told The Westfield
Leader that Mountainside’s example
shows that the idea of “bigger is bet-
ter is not always right” and that “real
property tax reduction can be accom-
plished at the local level.”

Mayor Viglianti said for 2007,
Mountainside “has already been given
mandated tax increases of over
$200,000; this is before we even start
our own budget or start to do anything
more for our residents, our taxpay-
ers.”

The mayor said that, despite the
mandated increases placed on
Mountainside, the borough “accom-
plished an awful lot” in 2006.

Specifically, he pointed to road re-
construction, the lighting of four rec-
reation fields, a new water slide at the
municipal pool, improvements to the
borough’s website and a new GPS
system for the police department’s
dispatch operations.

Mayor Viglianti also highlighted
the successful completion of the sec-
ond phase of a lawsuit stemming from
the Union County Regional High
School District’s 1996 dissolution.
The mayor said, “The total amount
received by our board of education
from this suit now totals over $8.5
million.”

Looking ahead at his 20th year in
office, Mayor Viglianti said the bor-
ough council “still recognizes that

MS BOE Hears Legislators
Oppose Countywide District

By GINA LEVINE-LEVY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE — State Sena-
tor Tom Kean Jr. and Assemblyman
Jon Bramnick, (both LD-22,
Westfield) addressed the
Mountainside Board of Education and
nearly 100 residents Tuesday night at
a special meeting to discuss legisla-
tion proposing a county-run school
district.

“We have so many folks in
Mountainside who are concerned
about this legislation in New Jersey,”
said Board President John Perrin.

He said it would be “catastrophic
for a town like Mountainside.”

As introduced, legislative bill S-
10/A-4 would create a “super”
countywide superintendent with lo-
cal veto powers. Bill S-7/A-8 would
establish a pilot program to create a
countywide school district. The Gar-
den State Education Coalition of
Schools has said Union County has

been considered to pilot the program.
However, county officials have said
Union County could not be consid-
ered because it has more than one
Abbott district.

While the bills, sponsored mostly
by Democrats, passed the Assembly
last month, neither measure gained
enough support in the Senate prior to
the holiday break and were pulled.
But they could still be called to vote
when the State Legislature reconvenes
on Monday.

“We’re fighting hard to see that
these two bills don’t reach the light of
day,” said Mr. Kean. “This wouldn’t
result in success. This would hurt the
Mountainside school district.”

The Senator said while the pro-
posed legislation aims to lower prop-
erty taxes and make school govern-
ment more efficient, such larger dis-
tricts would not “equal property tax
reductions.”

He said a countywide district would
“fail on two fronts” – financial sav-
ings and delivery.

“We can’t have the ‘savings’ come
at the expense of the educational back-
bone of our state,” he said.

Mr. Bramnick said the legislation,
which evolved from a special sum-
mer session focused on reducing prop-
erty taxes, was rushed.

“In the middle of the night” legisla-
tors wrote a bill to take away local
control, he said.

Mr. Kean said Democrats who back
the legislation “want to say ‘we
achieved property tax reform’” when
running for reelection.

He said the bills were not “thought
out well.”

“When they start to mess with the
kids and the local schools, they have
no idea how upsetting it can be,” Mr.
Bramnick said. “The outrage on this
issue has been so significant, that it

A BIG SUCCESS…The Westfield Recreation Department and the Westfield
Area Chamber of Commerce sponsored the first annual Family Night at the
National Guard Armory on Rahway Avenue on New Year’s Eve. The indoor
carnival, attended by 940 people, was supported by $500 to $1,000 donations by
CitiBank, Century Taylor and Love Realtors, the Westfield Optimist Club, Fred
DeFazio of Creative Sales, Inc., Westfield PBA Local 90, and Jeff Brandes of
Protuff, LLC. A total of 580 people pre-registered for the inaugural event.

Bigosinski Votes Against Mayor’s
Appointment of Attorney Cockren

By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – Despite Westfield’s
organization meeting occurring after
a non-election year, former mayors
and councilmen, along with state poli-
ticians, came to town hall to hear
Mayor Andy Skibitsky deliver his
State of the Town address.

The mayor offered four goals for
2007 – spending tax dollars
“as efficiently and wisely as
possible,” improving commu-
nication, controlling develop-
ment and improving pedes-
trian and traffic safety.

In a meeting attended by
former mayors Bud Boothe,
Ron Frigerio and Allen Chin,
former council members Neil
Sullivan, Jim Hely and Betty
List, Assemblyman Jon
Bramnick (LD-21) and State
Senator Tom Kean, Jr., the
mayor addressed the 2006
budget; he said the town was
“successful in decreasing
most of the departments’ op-
erating budgets, resulting in a
2-percent decrease in our
overall operating budget.”

Speaking to the manner that the
town compensates its attorneys, which
was disputed on separate occasions
last year, he praised the finance com-
mittee, chaired by First Ward Coun-
cilman Peter Echausse, which “re-
cently completed a very thorough
review of our legal department. The
legal survey showed that we are pru-

dent with the amount spent on legal
services. I can assure you that we are
getting world-class legal representa-
tion at a very fair rate.”

During the proposed mayoral em-
ployee appointments, Councilman
Tom Bigosinski voted against the
appointment of Town Attorney Rob-
ert Cockren, Municipal Prosecutor
Christine Nugent and Public Defender

Michael Panagos, which all passed.
Mr. Bigosinski later voted against

a finance committee resolution to
appoint Rick Danser as labor attor-
ney and obtain the professional ser-
vices of both he and Mr. Cockren. Mr.
Bigosinski said he does “not oppose
the individuals” and thanked them
for their service, but said the town

should put the contract for rendering
professional legal services out to bid.

He cited Cranford’s joining of Union
County, Berkeley Heights, Fanwood,
Millburn, Rahway and Union Town-
ship in issuing requests for proposals
as an example of “(providing) the great-
est benefit to taxpayers” and offering
a “more open process.”

“What Westfield is handing out,”
he said, is a “‘non-fair and
open contract’ for legal ser-
vices, and I can’t support leg-
islation that essentially admits
to being ‘non fair.’”

Fourth Ward Councilman
David Haas, “while agreeing
with (his) colleague,” voted
in favor of the appointments
because “many people here
tonight take these votes in a
personal manner. I’ve worked
with Bob Cockren on the
board of adjustment for many
years. I have nothing but the
highest respect (for him).”

Mr. Haas joined Mr.
Bigosinski in voting against
the finance committee’s reso-
lution to appoint Mr. Danser
and obtain his and Mr.

Cockren’s professional services. He
said he couldn’t “in good conscience”
vote for contracts considered “non-
fair and open.”

The mayor responded, “Only poli-
ticians could make up this term. It
sounds good, but actually the non-
fair, if you will, open process limits
campaign contributions, whereas the
(other) does not. I think, avoiding
conflict of interest, this ‘non-fair’ open
process is the way to go.”

The mayor said his land-use task
force, under Chairman Bill Heinbokel,
“has had an aggressive meeting sched-
ule with a goal of sending their find-
ings and recommendations to the town
council during the second quarter of
the year.” Any recommendations to
the task force may be e-mailed to
landuse@westfieldnj.gov.

The mayor appointed Third Ward
Councilman Mark Ciarrocca to chair
the public safety, traffic and transpor-
tation committee and “identify new
traffic safety hot spots to address this
year.” Besides Mr. Ciarrocca’s chair-
manship, all other council committee
chairs will remain.

Bill Palatucci will take over as chair-
man of the recreation commission
from Jim Marvin. Both commission-
ers’ terms expire at the end of 2009.
The mayor reappointed the planning
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Wayne Baker for The Westfield Leader
COLD CASE…From left to right, Captain Richard Osieja and Chief James Debbie
recognize Detectives Donald Amberg and Michael Jackson, along with Patrolman
Andrew Huber for their efforts in breaking the credit card skimming case.

Michael J. Pollack for The Westfield Leader
GOVERNING BODIES...Former Mayor Allen Chin, Frank
Arena, former Mayor Ron Frigerio, Second Ward Coun-
cilwoman Vicki Kimmins, Fourth Ward Councilman Jim
Foerst and Fire Chief Dan Kelly converse during a break
at Tuesday’s reorganization meeting.


