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Raiders Regain District 11 Wrestling Crown; Blue Devils Place Fourth, Claim Three Champions
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

DeNichilo recorded a 15-0 tech
fall in the quarterfinals then used a
front head and ankle pick takedown
to a unique half nelson to pin Newark
Central’s Chac Hopkins in 1:02.

“We call it an H2. It’s like a front
headlock to an ankle pick to a half
nelson,” said DeNichilo.

Blue Devil John Barnes began his
march to the 119-lb finals with a
series of takedowns and nearfalls in
his semifinal bout with Weequahic’s
Carlos LaCambe before recording a
sit-through arm bar pin in 2:49.

“I tried the arm bar and tried the
things I knew. I kept the intensity all

the time. Once I got him to his back,
I wanted to end it there,” explained
Barnes.

In the finals, Barnes reached deeply
into his arsenal and shelled Cranford’s
Jesse Hynes with three takedowns
and four nearfalls to grab the title
with a 17-1, 4:00, technical fall.

“I was ready. I had wrestled him
before but I knew I had to give it my
all,” said Barnes. “It feels great!”

Raider Ricky Olsson improved his
season record to 26-7 with a 2:51 fall
over Rahway’s Octavio Bent in the
135-lb finals. Olsson had a huge bag
of tricks and used a bundle of them

with several takedowns and punish-
ing nearfalls before ending it.

“I didn’t expect him to come after
me but he’s a tough kid. He liked to
brawl but that’s not happening. I got
ticked when he hit me with an elbow,”

explained Olsson who defeated
Linden’s John Morek via 15-0 (2:36),
tech fall in the semis.

Raider Trevor Cannon, after win-
ning an 11-2, majority decision over
Rahway’s Aaron Hurtault, recorded
three takedowns, one, a snaky leg
wrap, to defeat Blue Devil Andy
Castrorao, 7-2, for the 152-lb crown.
Earlier, Castrorao had pinned
Cranford’s Jeff Caravello in 2:32.

“He took good shots that I properly

defended. I turned my hips the right
way and, when I saw an opening, I
took the shots,” said Cannon.

The big surprise in the tournament
was Raider junior heavyweight Joe
Blaes, who had wrestled some var-

sity bouts earlier in the season but
was replaced by Johnny Loomis until
he was injured in the sectional finals.
Blaes entered as the fifth seed but
took care of Cranford’s Joe Brady in
the quarters in 4:54 after recording a
smooth ankle pick takedown and
alertly shooting a half nelson to turn
him to his back. In the semis against
top-seeded Martin Pierre of Linden,
Blaes was successful with some smart
top-control in the second period then

added an escape in the third period to
advance to the finals with a 1-0 deci-
sion.

“I lost to him (Pierre) earlier in the
season, 4-2. I was winning the match
and he threw me to my back. It feels

great winning and being in the dis-
trict finals.”

The feeling must have been greater
in the title bout when Blaes blazed
into Rahway’s Andre Hunt with a low
single-to-double takedown, added a
second takedown then pinned him in
3:12 for the heavyweight crown.

“I knew he liked to go for a head-
lock so I went for a double leg and
that worked out. He had all his weight
on his left arm so I pulled his arm
underneath him and he went right to
his back,” said Blaes.

Raider Joe Bachi reached the 171-
lb finals with an 8-2 decision over
Newark Central’s Kenya Bowles.
Bachi insured victory when he scored
a third-period takedown and spotted
an opportunity to shoot a half nelson
for a two-point nearfall.

“I took my time. I had his ankle
and felt the half was there,” com-
mented Bachi.

In the title bout Cranford’s Chris
Cook recorded three takedowns and
an escape to grab a 7-5 victory over
Bachi.

Raider Tristen Bundy defeated
Elizabeth’s Angelo Matias, 7-6, to
reach the 112-lb finals where he was
edged, 4-3, by three-time champion
Juan Herrera of Rahway. Raider Mike
Ridge pinned Blue Devil Sam
Reichbach in 4:12 to reach the 140-lb
finals where he was pinned in 1:49 by
Cranford’s Jeb Dennis. Raider Billy
Jacobs recorded a 46-second fall then
won a 1-0 decision over Cranford’s
Kevin Aldredge to reach the 189-lb
finals where he dropped a 7-5 decision
to Chris McLean of Newark Central.

At 215-lbs, Raider Keith Baker re-
corded a 28-second fall then took an 8-

3 lead over Rahway’s Sandile Manzini
in the semis until Manzini threw a
successful desperation headlock to
record a fall in 4:48. Baker regrouped
and qualified for the region tourna-
ment by pinning Cranford’s Mikayel
Elkhoury in overtime.

TEAM TOTALS:
1. Scotch Plains-Fanwood (S) 208,

2. Rahway (R) 135, 3. Cranford (C) 103.5,
4. Westfield (W) 91.5, 5. Elizabeth (E) 64,
6. Newark Central (N) 47, 7. Weequahic
(We) 28, 8. Linden (L), Shabazz (X) 24

CHAMPIONSHIP BOUTS:
103: — Nate St. Elme (R) p Brian
Buontempo (C), :33
112: — Herrera (R) d Bundy (S), 4-3
119: — Barnes (W) tf Hynes (C), 17-1,
4:00
125: — Gano (S) p Minaya (R), 2:54
130: — MacKay (W) d Ferrara (S), 7-2
135: — Olsson (S) p Bent (R), 2:51
140: — Dennis (C) p Ridge (S), 1:49
145: — Mineo (S) p Carbajal (R), 3:56

152: — Cannon (S) d Castrorao (W), 7-2
160: — Boyd (W) p DeNichilo (S), 5:34
171: — Cook (C) d Bachi (S), 7-5
189: — McLean (N) d Jacobs (S), 7-5
215: — Rich Tabor (E) d Manzini (R), 8-2
Hwt: — Blaes (S) p Hunt (R), 3:12

THIRD PLACE BOUTS:
103: — Joe Wesley (X) d Dave Casmas
(S), 9-7
112: — Matias (E) p Carmine Pellino (C),
4:27
119: — LaCombe (We) p Isiah Frazier
(E), 1:10
125: — Mesut Ozcan (C) md Joe
Panarese (W), 12-4
130: — Thomas (We) d Robles (L), 12-11
135: — Chinedu Eldeanya (E) md Morek
(L), 13-2
140: — Nick Celestin (L) d Reichbach
(W), 9-5
145: — Pryor (E) Mike Watson (X), 10-5
152: — Hurtault (R) won forfeit
160: — Hopkins (N) d Acuna (R), 11-4
171: — Ed Jimenez (E) d Bowles (N), 8-7
189: — Lee Isom (X) d Aldredge (C), 8-6
215: — Baker (S) p Elkhoury (C), 6:11, OT
Hwt: — Pierre (L) p James Harris (We),
4:53
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Welcome home to this stunning, Sterling Chase, Colonial. The grand two 

story foyer welcomes you into this fine home, featuring formal, step-down 

Living Room with vaulted ceilings and a beautiful Dining Room. The great 

country kitchen boasts an island and separate eating area, which leads to a 

lovely, yet spacious family room with marble surround fireplace and a 

beautiful wood mantle. This home is great for entertaining or just gracious 

living. Gleaming tile and hardwood floors all serve to craft a setting that is 

unsurpassed for beauty and charm. All of this and much more, yet 

convenient to town, NYC train and schools. 

   

  For additional information or a private tour, please call: 

                

        Patricia “Pat” Plante 
             Broker/Sales Associate 

          Direct Dial: (908) 233-2162 

 

          

 

 
     600 North Avenue West  Westfield, NJ 07090   

                          (908) 233-0065 

         Owned and operated by NRT Incorporated 

$879,000.

A brilliantly orchestrated 2004 renovation crafts an interior that exceeds your expectations. 
Outstanding features: hardwood floors, custom built-ins, expansive windows & wainscoting 
enliven the many fabulous rooms. A masterpiece; the granite accented kitchen boasts almost 
every amenity while the dining room offers a well-designed bar with sink & wine refrigera-
tor. Other highlights include a family room with marble fireplace, a master with luxurious 
bath, four additional bedrooms, two & one half more baths, a  rec room & a panoramic 
winter view! Presented for $989,000. Go to www.1107HECKELDRIVE.com to see more! 

 

 
 Westfield Office · 600 North Avenue, West · 908-233-0065 

              

             Anne Sank-Davis, Sales Associate 
             908·233·6313, Direct Dial 

         anne-sank-davis@burgdorff.com 
 

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
TWO-TIME 160-LB CHAMP…Blue Devil Mark Boyd, top, after defeating
Rahway’s Elias Acuna in the semis, went on to win his second 160-lb district title.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
FOUR-TIME DISTRICT CHAMP…Raider Pat Mineo, top, pinned Elizabeth’s
Jason Pryor in the 145-lb semis then went on to win his fourth district title.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
HEAVYWEIGHT CHAMPION…Raider junior Joe Blaes, top, pinned Rahway’s
Andre Hunt in 3:12 to become the District 11 heavyweight champion.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
119-LB CHAMPION…Blue Devil John Barnes stacked and pinned Weequahic’s
Carlos LaCambe in the 119-lb semis then defeated Cranford’s Jesse Hynes for
the title.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
WINNING HIS THIRD TITLE…Raider 125-pounder Sal Gano, back, rides
Rahway’s Stewart Minaya with a double wristlock before pinning him to win his
third district title.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
152-LB DISTRICT 11 CHAMPION…Raider Trevor Cannon, top, decisioned
Blue Devil Andy Castrorao, 7-2, to win the 152-lb title.

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

WESTFIELD OFFICE

209 CENTRAL AVENUE

908-233-5555, EXT. 169
DIRECT LINE: 908-301-2015

email: hye-young@att.net
Contact Hye-Young Choi Today for the Perfect Home!

© 2007 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

Hye-Young Choi
#1 Realtor in the Westfield Office - 2005

Top Associate, Total Production - 11 Years!

Buontempo Homes presents this well appointed luxury home w/11 RMS, 5 BR, 5 ½ BTH in
the Indian Forest area. This stately Colonial offers the finest in living space (approx 7400
sq.ft. inc finished lower level).Noteworthy features: MBR suite w/2 frplc & custom wlk-in
closet, 2 story Great Rm w/ frplc, access to expansive mahogany deck & French drs to SUNRM.
20ft. deluxe KIT w/Brook Custom Cabinets, granite, butler’s pantry & BRKFT nook.  Living
& Dining Rm w/accented ceilings, Library, guest suite,  3 CAR GRGE, exquisite landscape
& interior molding package.      $2,895,000  WSF0905

OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, February 25th  •  1-4pm

24 Barchester Way, Westfield


