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Cardinal Basketballers Defeat
Blue Devil Boys, 78-60, in UCT
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Extraordinary Agents. Dramatic Results.

Representing the Burgdorff Philosophy of
“Anticipating the needs of our clients

and exceeding their expectations... every time.”

TWO STELLAR AGENTS

I am pleased to present 2 NEW HOMES to be built by D Villane Construction.

Located on a quiet residential street on the north end of Westfield, these impressive

Victorian Colonials offer quality craftsmanship and custom details throughout,

including a welcoming wraparound porch with mahogany flooring,crown

moldings in the LR & DR, deluxe baseboard trims, and hardwood floors

throughout. The exterior is enhanced by ornate trim and Hardi-plank siding, while

the interior offers a wonderful floor plan with 4 spacious bedrooms and 2 ½

baths. The custom gourmet kitchen has granite countertops and stainless steel

appliances, the FR has a warm and inviting fireplace, and all baths offer granite

countertops. The Master suite will feature a large walk-in closet and an elegant

master bath accented by a Jacuzzi tub and oversized custom stall shower. Call me

today while you can lock-in at preconstruction pricing of $999,900!

For more details, please call me or visit my website at

www.GinaSellsNJHomes.com

© 2007 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.

An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

Four years doesn’t seem like a long
enough period of time for somebody to
leave the kind of lasting impression
that Les Zorge left.

Fifty years ago this summer, Zorge
came east from Ohio to take command
of the rapidly sinking WHS football
program. For most of the 1930s (53-
39-14 under coach Bob Duncan, one
sectional title) and ’40s (92-39-3 un-
der coach Joe Freeman, five sectional
titles), WHS had been a regional power.
The 1950s, however, saw WHS sports
turn south, with football making the
most noticeable dip. After three straight
losing seasons, the 1954 team went 6-
3. But, in a shocking move that many
old-timers still don’t understand to this
day, the Board of Education decided to
not rehire Freeman as football coach.
After being turned down at the last
minute by North Plainfield’s Dick
Schneider, WHS hired Fred Bradshaw,
a proven winner from Illinois.
Bradshaw posted back-to-back 4-5
seasons but when the position at his
old school reopened in the summer of
1957, he headed home, where he even-
tually retired as that school’s all-time
winningest coach.

Zorge came to town and, although
the results weren’t immediately no-
ticeable in the won-lost column, things
were about to change. “You could al-
most hear him land when he came to
town,” WHS Hall of Famer Pete Braun
(’61) said. Zorge was an interesting
guy, the kind you either love or hate.
Think of Bobby Knight in black high
top cleats, grungy old football pants or
sweats, and a t-shirt. No matching
tennis shirts, “coach’s shorts” and
Nikes for Les Zorge. And the thought
of him coaching in today’s politically
correct world is almost too funny to
imagine.

In the summer of 1961, Zorge left
WHS “for personal reasons,” but in
those four short years he created an
entirely different atmosphere around
Westfield football, and the town in
general. If you were going to play for
Zorge, you were going to be one tough
SOB. And those SOBs went from 3-6
to 4-5 to 5-4 to 7-2. Braun was a two-
time All-State guard/linebacker and
later starred at West Point. “(Zorge’s)
intensity level was off the wall, but
that’s what we needed,” Braun said.
Guys like Bob Wolfgang and Dave
Reitze set school rushing records in
Zorge’s beloved single-wing offense,
where passing the football was for
sissies. When Zorge left town, the
Westfield Boys Football League that
he helped start was blossoming and the
foundation had been built for what
would become two glorious decades
of WHS football under Gary Kehler.

Zorge Era Stands
The Test of Time

Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Devil of the Week
John Barnes

Wrestling

Now, a negative person might say
that a 19-17 record isn’t deserving of a
spot in the Westfield Athletic Hall of
Fame. But here’s where the legend of
Zorge comes into play. The man was
totally beloved by the majority of his
players. They have gone, and would
still go, through brick walls for the
man. And there’s a bunch of them —
including Dan Pearce, Braun,
Wolfgang, Bob Duncan Jr. and ’60
captain Ross Mannino — who are push-
ing hard for their old coach to be put
into the WAHF.

Zorge ranks sixth among WHS foot-
ball coaches in career wins, and three
of those ahead of him — Kehler (171),
Freeman (92) and Duncan (53) — are
in the WAHF. But it’s not all about W’s
and L’s in this case. It’s about a bunch
of former players, now in their mid-
60s, coming together to show their
feelings for their old coach. Think
about that. How many grown adults,
with families, with grandkids, with
retirement homes, would take the time
to do something for a guy they knew
for just four years, or maybe less, a half
a decade ago? And what does that say
about that coach?

You can say Zorge was “old school,”
but that wouldn’t be totally true. If
anything, he was “ancient school.” He
was from the days when the coach was
the coach, and what he said was how it
was. And if your dad didn’t like it, he
could come “talk” to Zorge, one on
one, behind the barn, if you know what
I mean.

When The Den produced a
“Westfield, A to Z” last year and men-
tioned Zorge with the Z’s, it produced
several interesting replies. One reader
said his most shocking high school
experience was seeing a friend yelled
at by Zorge for shaking hands with an
opponent after a game. “If you’re gonna
shake it, spit in it first,” Zorge suppos-
edly said. I have trouble imagining
Zorge’s players standing in those po-
litically correct “handshake lines” af-
ter a game. But I also don’t doubt that
he might’ve said that.

About 15 years ago, former Zorge
player Pete Love held a reunion for
WHS athletes who played under Zorge
(he also was jayvee wrestling and base-
ball coach). Dozens and dozens of
players made the trip to pay their re-
spects. It was a day of enjoyment and
the telling of tales, some of which may
have gotten taller over the years.

One of Zorge’s biggest fans is
Pittstown’s Jeff Gilbert (’61), who loves
to tell of the time Zorge chased wres-
tler Art Jennings down Trinity Place
after a “miscommunication” left Zorge
in a very, shall we say, embarrassing
situation. It’s a good bet that anybody

who knew Zorge, or was coached by
him, has a story to tell. And, no matter
how far out or unbelievable the story,
it’s probably true.

He’s the guy who called Westfield a
town of “cake eaters” years before
Norm Koury made the line famous.
He’s the guy who turned cake eaters
into man eaters. Fans of today’s foot-
ball high-flying aerial acrobats prob-
ably wouldn’t have enjoyed watching
Zorge’s “four yards and a cloud of
dust” single wing offense, but it was
the perfect offensive attack for the
coach’s “grind your opponent into the
ground” philosophy.

Does Les Zorge deserve to be in the
Hall of Fame? You could make a case
either way. Is it great to see his players
remembering him, all these years later?
You better believe it.

BASKETBALL UPDATE
Congratulations to junior Erin

Miller, who scored 24 points last Thurs-
day to become the school’s all-time
leading girls basketball scorer. After
the 45-42 win over Governor
Livingston, Miller had 1,179 points,
10 more than 1988 graduate Krissy
Jeremiah’s old mark. Miller also had a
couple of key defensive plays as WHS
rallied in the final minutes to advance
to the UCT semifinals — this past
Tuesday vs. Elizabeth.

Starting his senior season with 594
points, Mike Venezia has quietly moved
from No. 20 on the school’s all-time
scoring list to No. 4. The Colgate-
bound guard/forward has scored 391
points in the first 22 games this winter
(18 ppg) and now has 985 for his
career.

Venezia has passed: Jim McKeon
(659), Jimmy Masters (679), Jay Cook
(682), Ted Mavraganis (697), Jan
Cocozziello (708), Hall of Famer Sam
Mitchell (762), Scott Novacek (777),
Eric Hayes (791), Chris Rupp (824),
Tom Scott (830), Jeff Suto (857), Mike
Comandini (887), Hall of Famer
Timmy Goski (901), Spud Monroe
(925), Dan Deserio (951) and John
Miles (971). In front of him are the
three Millenium Club members: Hall
of Famer Boo Bowers (1,002), Bob
Felter (1,094) and Bob King (1,329).

It was almost déjà vu all over again
for the WHS boys in their Union
County Tournament opener. Back in
1962, a powerful WHS quintet took on
tiny Governor Livingston in the open-
ing round and was stunned 56-40.
Those Blue Devils, led by all-staters
Bob King and Dick Myers, regrouped
and went on to reach the state Group 4
final, losing 55-52 to Weequahic. In
last week’s opening round of the 2007
tourney, the Berkeley Heights school
took WHS into overtime before Dan

Pritsker scored seven of his 12 points
in the extra session to pull out the win.

SWIMMING UPDATE
Both the boys and girls had huge

meets this past Tuesday (too late for
deadline) in the sectional finals. The
boys faced 2006 state Public A cham-
pion Bridgewater-Raritan, while the
girls took on archrival Scotch Plains-
Fanwood, winner of the last two state
Public B titles.

Tuesday’s winners advance to
tonight’s state semifinals at the Col-
lege of New Jersey in Ewing. The state
Public school finals are Sunday, also at
CNJ.

WRESTLING UPDATE
WHS advanced four wrestlers to

the finals in District 11 and three of
them — returning champions Colin
MacKay (130) and Mark Boyd (160),
along with John Barnes (119) — came
away with championships. Those
three, along with 152-pound runnerup
Andy Castrorao advanced to this
weekend’s Region 3 Tournament in
Union. A potential fourth champion,
Matt Shaffer, was lost for the season
to a knee injury.

FOOTBALL UPDATE
Will Harbaugh, a three-year starting

linebacker and senior co-captain at
WHS, signed to play at Washington
and Lee, along with SP-F co-captain
Colin Campbell, the son of former
WHS footballer/golfer Jeff Campbell
(’77). … Former WHS captain Montel
Glasco signed with Marshall. Glasco
is a 6-foot-3, 279-pound defensive
tackle who played at Lackawanna (Pa.)
J.C. the past two years. … Troy
Woolfolk, son of former WHS standout
Butch, became a legacy when he signed
with Michigan. Troy is a 6-1, 180-
pound defensive back out of Sugar
Land, Texas.

YOU’RE GETTING OLD …
When Sports Illustrated arrives in

the mail on Wednesday and you get
upset because it’s the swimsuit issue
and not the regular issue.

DEVIL OF THE WEEK
This week’s free sub from Al the

Owner at Westfield Subs (261 South
Avenue East) is John Barnes, who
captured the 119-pound title at the
District 11 wrestling championships.
Barnes became the youngest WHS dis-
trict winner since 1993, when fresh-
men Kevin Sullivan and Cory Posey
won titles. (And, like Colin MacKay
and Mark Boyd before him, Barnes
can get his sub after his final weigh-in
of the season.)

The Devil’s Den appears Thurs-
day in The Westfield Leader during
the school year. Contact us with com-
ments, ideas or complaints at
bj1019@aol.com. GO DEVILS

that is exactly what happened.”
It was all Plainfield in the first

quarter as the Cardinals quickly con-
verted turnovers and steals into 24
points. Nardi scored the first bucket
for the Devils, a 3-point jumper.
Venezia hit six points including a
three-bagger and Lessner converted
two from the stripe.

Playing catch up but keeping to
their game plan, the Blue Devils re-
mained on the perimeter and
outscored the Kardinals, 20-16, in
the second quarter with Venezia,
Bonard and Pritsker each hitting 3-
pointers. Pritsker added another four
points and Nardi three, while Venezia
and Bonard each added 2-pointers.

Down 40-31, the Blue Devils got
the drop early on the Cardinals to cut

the deficit to 44-40 early in the third
quarter when Bonard excited action
with a sizzling 3-pointer and Venezia
burned the nylon with a driving lay
up. Venezia’s aggressiveness was es-
pecially apparent, not only under the
boards, but he also rolled in seven
additional points, while Nardi got
through the teeth of the defense and
scored four points. The Cardinals re-
turned the favor, however, with a five-
point run late in the quarter for a 58-
49 lead.

“Our shots were falling in the sec-
ond and third quarter. We turned up
the defense a little bit and did not
allow a lot of rebounds and we played
more as a team, but then fell apart,”
said Venezia.

Westfield used hard work and bal-
ance in the fourth quarter to stay close
to Plainfield, but found it could not
contain Thompson, Nelson and
Carnegie all at the same time. Nardi
muscled in six points, Pritsker hit
from long range and Jenkins rolled in
two points in the quarter.

“They knew that they were bring-
ing their ‘A’ game today. They wanted
to get another chance at Linden, a
chance to win this county and maybe
they came out a little harder and hun-
grier than we did,” said Bonard. “Of-
fensively, I thought we executed our
stuff pretty well. Defensively, they
have too many weapons to really have
everyone cover them man-to-man, so
I have to give them credit. They are a
great team and they proved they are
one of the better teams in the state.”
Westfield 11 20 18 11 60
Plainfield 24 16 18 18 78

Raider Cagers Swamp
Viking Boys, 76-52

Bryan Dougher sank seven 3-point-
ers and finished with 28 points to lead
the eighth-seeded Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School boys basket-
ball team to a 76-52 swamping of
ninth-seeded Union Catholic in the
first round of the Union County Tour-
nament at Roselle Catholic on Febru-
ary 15.

Greg Zabel bucketed 15 points and
Greg Bayard and Kevin Maroney each
sank 10 points for the 12-10 Raiders.
Lordly Okarter had 12 rebounds and
seven points. Marcus Dyson and Mike
Buczynski scored 12 and 11 points,
respectively, for the 16-6 Vikings.
Union Catholic 14 10   9 19 52
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 21 12 20 23 76

Fred K. Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
MAKING A STATEMENT…Blue Devil senior Santo Nardi , No.50, established
a strong presence against the Kardinals. Nardi frayed the net with 16 points, eight
rebounds, four assists and two swipes.

Open House: February 25th  1-4pm

1 Breeze Knoll Drive, Westfield

Located on a quiet cul-de-sac in Westfield’s prominent Indian Forest section, this magnificent center hall Colonial has
over 5,000 square feet of living space and sits on nearly an acre of professionally landscaped property. Custom built in
2000 and designed by Tim Klesse of Short Hills, this unique residence is beautifully appointed with French doors,
Tiffany chandeliers, leaded glass windows, granite counter-tops and a marble fireplace, and sets up perfectly for both
casual family living and formal entertaining. Among other highlights, this superb home features a gourmet kitchen with
adjacent family room plus five bedrooms, each with a bath of its own, including an expansive second floor master suite,
a private first floor guest suite and a second floor bedroom with a private outdoor balcony. With a freshly-painted
interior and newly-refinished hardwood floors, you can literally move right in. Outside, the estate-like grounds for this
home were designed by Bill Strecker of Cranbury and include terraced gardens, pavestone walks and patios, mature
evergreen and flowering trees and landscape lighting, for outdoor entertaining both day and night. Presented for
$2,395,000.  DIR: Lawrence Ave. to 1 Breeze Knoll Drive.

LEE CORCORAN, SALES ASSOCIATE
908-233-6205, Direct Dial

908-410-8810, Cellular


