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MINEO GRABS 4TH CROWN, IS SPF ALL-TIME WINNER; GANO WINS 3RD

Raider Matmen Regain District 11 Title;
Blue Devils Place 4th, Claim 3 Champs

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Eleven Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School Raiders marched to the
finals of the District 11 Wrestling
Tournament and five came out on
top, along with three of the four
Westfield Blue Devils in Westfield
on February 17.

The Raiders, who advanced 12 in-
dividuals to the Region 3 Tourna-
ment, regained the team title, seized
by Rahway the past two years, that
they held the three previous years by

out-pointing the Indians, 208-135.
Cranford claimed two champions and
placed third at 103.5 and Westfield
took fourth with 91.5 points.

Senior 145-lb Pat Mineo captured
his 120th career victory and his fourth
district title by pinning Rahway’s
Kevin Carbajal in 3:56 to become the
Raiders’ all-time career win leader,
previously held by his brother Steve
who graduated in 2005. He reached
the final by settling Elizabeth’s Jason
Pryor in 1:40.

“He was real big and athletic. I
came up with a single, went to my
Turk, kept the Turk, used a power
half, switched off to a Jimmy John
and finished him off,” explained
Mineo.

In the finals, Carbajal was doing
what he could to be difficult but
Mineo, scored a pair of slick duck-
under takedowns then crunched him
with a bear hug to bring him to the
mats for the fall.

“My duck-unders were great. He
was hanging on my head. Then he
was leaving his arm up so I went bear
hug and took care of it right away,”
said Mineo.

Raider Sal Gano boosted his sea-
son record to 32-0 and career win
total to 105, while claiming his third
district title when he entwined
Rahway’s Stewart Minaya in the 125-
lb finals with an interesting double
grapevine of the arms in 2:54.

“It was a Mallory, kind of. It wasn’t
in tight enough,” confessed Gano who
also pinned Blue Devil Joe Panarese
in the semis.

Blue Devil Colin MacKay (26-4)
took care of Linden’s Todd Robles
with a 16-3 majority decision in the
130-lb semis then used three differ-
ent styles of takedowns to defeat
Raider Mike Ferrara, 7-2, for his sec-
ond district title. Ferrara (19-13) re-
corded a 16-8, majority decision over
Weequahic’s Elysee Thomas in the
semis.

“We knew he was tough on top and
my stuff on top wasn’t turning him.
So, I said, ‘if worse comes to worse,
I will go feet.’ Ever since counties, I
have been working on neutral. You
can’t just do one thing. You got to be
looking to mix it up. I’m ready to go
on my feet with anybody,” said
MacKay.

A real showdown came in the 160-
lb finals when top-seeded 23-8 Blue
Devil Mark Boyd, the defending 160-
lb champion, faced second-seeded 23-
5 Dave DeNichilo for the title. After
Boyd recorded a low double takedown
in the first period, DeNichilo came
back in the second with an escape, a
step-through takedown and a nearfall
to carry a 6-2 lead late into the third
period until Boyd reached deep and
pulled out a step-over chin hook to
record a fall in 5:34.

“I knew coming in that he was
coming after me. My coach doesn’t
like those step-overs because they are
dangerous but at that point in the
match I had to go for it,” said Boyd.

MILLER SINKS 24;BECOMES WHS ALL-TIME SCORER

Lady Blue Devil Cagers Edge
Highlanders, 45-42, in UCT

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Mild frustration turned into jubi-
lance when Katie Cronen, Gab
O’Leary and Diana Venezia hit free
throws late in the game to steer the
top-seeded Westfield High School
girls basketball team to a 45-42, come-
from-behind victory over sixth-
seeded Governor Livingston in the
quarterfinals of the Union County
Tournament in Cranford on February
15.

Blue Devil Erin Miller had a game-
high 24 points, including 10 in the

fourth quarter, to become the school’s
all-time leading girls’ scorer with
1,179 points. Miller connected on
four 3-pointers, hit inside the twine
with two jumpers, pulled down five
rebounds and added three assists and
two swipes.

Gab O’Leary (2 points, 2 rebounds,
assist) was the big thief with five
steals. Venezia finished with nine
points and had eight rebounds. Cronen
netted eight points, pulled down eight
rebounds and swiped two basketballs.
Sophomore Gabby Jakub added two
points and three rebounds. Lauren

Munick led the 14-7 Highlanders with
11 points, Sarah Glacken had 10 and
Ashleigh McAdam netted nine points.

“We knew we had to go in and
match-up on them because we had to
pressure their shooters and make them
earn their shots. They have an out-
standing team and those girls can
shoot,” said Westfield Head Coach
Joe Marino. “From that point on, we
knew we had to work together as a
team and have great defense to pull
this one out.”

The Highlanders clung tightly de-
fensively and used their aggressive-
ness to throw the Blue Devils off their
game while scoring 17 points in the

VENEZIA SINKS 20 POINTS, NARDI NAILS 16 POINTS

Cardinal Basketballers Defeat
Blue Devil Boys, 78-60, in UCT

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Offensive dominance, coupled with
turnovers in the first quarter, set the
tone as the third-seeded Plainfield
High School basketball team pulled
away with a 78-60 victory against
sixth-seeded Westfield in the
quarterfinals of the Union County
Tournament in Cranford on February
16.

Blue Devil senior guard Mike
Venezia clicked offensively and de-
fensively, netting 20 points and four

assists, while pulling down eight re-
bounds and swiping two steals. Se-
nior forward Santo Nardi made his
presence felt, bucketed 16 points and
finished with eight rebounds, four
assists and two swipes. Senior Tom
Bonard rolled in 10 points, had five
assists, grabbed four rebounds and
swiped four basketballs. Senior Dan
Pritsker tossed in 10 points, grabbed
three rebounds and made two assists,
while sophomores Mike Lessner and
Chris Jenkins added the remainder.
Senior Jerrell Thompson tossed in a

game-high 29 points to lead the Car-
dinals while Anthony Nelson and
Raafiq Carnegie scored 16 and 18
points, respectively.

“Everyone on their team can score,
can dunk and do anything they want
offensively,” said Venezia. “We tried
to slow them down. We did a decent
job in the middle two quarters but we
did not come out strong enough and
we didn’t finish it off. We had a little
run there; we had to keep it going or
else they would of pulled ahead and
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ON HIS WAY TO THE 130-LB TITLE…Blue Devil Colin MacKay, top, works over Linden’s Todd Robles in the 130-lb
semifinals. MacKay went on to defeat Raider Mike Ferrara for the title to become a two-time District 11 champ.

Fred K. Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
WHS ALL-TIME SCORER…Blue Devil Erin Miller became the all-time leading
WHS girls’ scorer with 1,179 points after scoring 24 points in the quarterfinals of
the Union County Tournament on February 15. Westfield defeated Governor
Livingston, 45-42.

District 11 Wrestling photos!
www.goleader.com

RAIDER SOCCER CAMP
PRESENTS

Spring 2007 Mini Camp
at SP-F High School Fields, Scotch Plains

Director
Tom Breznitsky

SP-FHS Boys’ Varsity Coach

Home of the

7 Time

NJ State Champion

Boys’ Soccer Team

April 3-5 • 9:00am - 12:00pm

908-322-6102

Raider Summer Soccer Camps: July 9-13• July 23-27

Raidercamp@comcast.net

Call for information and applications:

Faith A. Maricic
Sales Associate
Direct Dial: 908-301-2029
www.NJTopHomes.com RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

“You Gotta Have Faith”
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Springfield . . . Designed with distinction the open floor plan dramatizes the versatile
interior.  This meticulously maintained 2+ Bedroom, 3.5 Bath townhome is situated in
the prestigious Park Place Complex which offers easy access to the nearby downtown
areas of Westfield and Cranford.  The sun-flooded Living Room boasts skylights, a
vaulted ceiling and gleaming hardwood floors.  The recently updated kitchen has granite
countertops and newer appliances.  The 1st Floor Family Room features custom built-
in bookcases that flank the fireplace.  To top it all off, the basement has been beautifully
finished with a Media Room, Teen Suite, and a Full Bath.  With no snow to shovel and
no grass to mow, Life is more fun at Park Place!  Offered at $499,900.

Under Contract!Under Contract! Majestic Victorian
Scotch Plains . . . This adorable 3 Bedroom, 1.5 Bath split-level has a lot to
offer.  A sizeable Living Room boasts a marble fireplace, a refinished wood
floor, and a new bay window that overlooks the delightful neighborhood.
Efficiently designed, the Kitchen is complete with updated countertops and
cabinetry.  The Dining Room is enhanced with a refinished wood floor.  Not
only the inside but the exterior of the house has been well maintained.  Some
improvements include the roof, the siding, central air conditioning, newer exterior
and garage door. A fabulous find!!  Offered at $409,900.

Cranford . . . Remember when homes had wide wrap around porches, high

ceilings, French Doors, beautiful woodwork, & stained glass windows?  This

authentic 6 Bedroom, 2.5 Bath Victorian is an architectural masterpiece,

rich in detail & steeped in History.  It boasts a generous Family Room addition

that overlooks a large yard.  Set on a picturesque 75 x 175 lot, this handsome

Victorian is just a short distance to the charming downtown, NYC Train,

Elementary School and Cranford High School.  This Circa 1890 residence is

built to last with classic beauty.  Offered at $869,900.

weichert.com

Weichert

WESTFIELD OFFICE / 185 Elm Street / 908-654-7777

weichert.com

Weic he r t

Weic he r t

Weic he r t

Invite Deborah in,
and she’ll bring results!

Call For
More Information!

NEW LISTING

Deborah Salsano

WESTFIELD . . . Unsurpassed Olde World Craftsmanship and impeccable
attention to detail set this home at the pinnacle of new construction.  Nearly
4,000 sq. ft., this gem will boast 5 bedrooms, 4 ½ baths, 2-story entry foyer
flanked by library/study, formal living & dining rooms.  A custom crafted
center-island kitchen opens to a large family room with distinctive wood-burn-
ing fireplace.  Hardwood floors throughout with custom mahogany inlay bor-
ders will complement the detail & craftsmanship appointed to this unique
residence.  Tray, boxed & cathedral ceilings are elegantly crafted in the living
room, dining room, study & master suite.  Customize this home as your own
with the builder.  $1,369,000  (052000835)


