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THE STUDENT VIEWTHE STUDENT VIEWTHE STUDENT VIEWTHE STUDENT VIEWTHE STUDENT VIEW
The weekly column written by local high school students

WINNERS…Robert Catania, Haley Gasson, Eero Korpela, Elias Korpela, Meagan
O’Connell, Aaron Jacobson, Isabella Mancene, Sami Ricci, Lucy Earl, Michael
O’Brien, Tyler Ricci, Kevin Sheil, Samantha Stamer, Sophia Weldon and Brooks
Baker (missing from photo), from Westfield, Scotch Plains and Mountainside,
attend Sundance School in North Plainfield and recently had poems selected for
publication.

BULLETIN BOARD…Westfield Woman’s Club members meet at Roseleen
Flaherty’s home recently to put together the club’s bulletin, which is published
monthly October through May. Pictured, left to right, are: Marjorie Wieseman
and Roseleen Flaherty. Standing are Delores Geisow, Gloria Abitante, Nita
McHugh and Clemmie Tabor. Missing are Sally Brown and Ruth Positan.

Parents Fear Children
Being ‘Left Behind’

THE HONORABLE…On December 5, 2006, four area Westfield juniors who
attend the Union County Magnet High School were inducted into the National
Honor Society (NHS). Pictured above, from left to right, are: Stephen Chan, Elena
Tinfow, Katie Galasso and Rebecca Bieber. Membership into the NHS is based on
scholarship (grade average 92), leadership, service and character.

By JESSICA RIEGEL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

They want to do everything in their
power—and perhaps beyond what is
considered reasonable—to make sure
their kids get ahead.

At the end of an otherwise
lukewarm State of the Union address,
President George W. Bush paid
homage to a few American heroes.

One was a man who jumped in
front an oncoming subway train to
rescue a stranger. Another was a
soldier with a body full of bullet
wounds from repelling an enemy
attack in Iraq. Then came Julie Aigner-
Clark, the woman behind the Baby
Einstein videos—the multi-million
dollar franchise of educational movies
aimed at infants and toddlers.

Despite acknowledgement that Ms.
Aigner-Clark gives money to child-
safety charities, her description as a
“talented business entrepreneur,”
whose sales hit $20 million after just
five years, seemed a bit bizarre among
her ranks of people who literally put
their lives on the line for others.

Perhaps President Bush just didn’t
understand exactly who he was
honoring. Regardless of intent,
placing Baby Einstein in the national
spotlight speaks to the rising
popularity of “smart toys” —movies,
videogames, CD-ROMs and other
devices designed to, well, make kids
smarter. We’re so eager to push
success that we forget about just
letting kids be kids.

Parents are apparently buying into
the concept that plopping a kid in
front of a screen can boost his IQ. By
its title alone, Baby Einstein carries a
notion of intelligence, but there’s no
evidence that a video can make a
baby smarter. The American Academy
of Pediatrics, in fact, warns against
TV for children under 2.

But manufacturers jump on fears
of failure for profit. “Toy
manufacturers have come to learn
that in this society, selling better brains
to parents of young children is as
good as selling sex when you want to
sell cars,” said Kathy Hirsh-Pasek,
the co-author of “Einstein Never Used
Flash Cards” in 2003.

We see pressure for success from
all sides of society. From tapes that

promise “your child will learn to iden-
tify her different body parts, and also
discover her five senses…in Spanish,
English and French” (a consumer
complaint with the Federal Trade
Commission was filed against the
Baby DaVinci video for this market-
ing claim) to standardized test prep
classes for preschoolers (they really
exist—talk about early decision),
there are no boundaries.

‘Tummy speakers’ are now on sale
so that mothers can play Mozart and
language tapes to babies before they
are even born. When the President
said no child would be left behind, he
wasn’t kidding.

One of my favorite commercials
(and by favorite, I mean most irritat-
ing) is the one where a mom instructs
her kid with quips like “you won’t get
dessert if you don’t play your
videogames.”

The videogame in dispute is not
about racing cars or saving princesses;
it is supposed to help the son “expand
his brain.” By the end of the 30-
second spot, the kid is just as annoyed
with the controller in his hand as I am.

Another is done in soft, home-
movie style with a narrarating mom
who says something along the lines
of “we can’t determine what size shoe
she’ll wear or how tall she’ll be. But
how big her brain is, that’s something
we can control.”

Right off the bat, it’s creepy in a
genetic engineering kind of way. In a
high-stakes community of SAT scores
and college admissions, parents fear
falling behind. They want to do every-
thing in their power—and perhaps be-
yond what is considered reasonable—
to make sure their kids get ahead.

The trend doesn’t seem like it’s
going to taper off. As long as there’s
a market, manufacturers will target it.
So what can we do? Remember that
kids are kids. They will learn and
grow with the help from parents,
teachers and friends.

Don’t fall prey to irrational
concerns about failure for children
who don’t “start early enough.” Turn
off the TV and read a book before
bed. Take time to wear costumes and
color—outside the lines.

Jessica Riegel is a senior at
Westfield High School.

SP, FW Students can Apply
For deLeeuw Scholarships

SCOTCH PLAINS – High School
seniors wishing to apply for Adele
deLeeuw Scholarships should obtain
applications now from their school
guidance office. The scholarships
range from $1,000 to $7,000. The
deadline for submission of applica-
tions is Wednesday, March 14.

Previous winners already in col-
lege are also eligible to apply. They
must submit complete official tran-
scripts of college grades with new
applications.

This is the 12th year the scholar-
ships have been offered. To date, the
Adele deLeeuw Scholarship Fund,
which is a fund of the Plainfield Foun-
dation, has awarded more than
$800,000. The awards are made in
accordance with the terms of a be-
quest from Ms. deLeeuw, author of
75 books, journalist and arts activist.

The Plainfield Rotary Scholarship
Foundation, headed by Michael
Townley, acts as selector for the schol-
arships. Five area Rotary Clubs assist
in the process. Only students from
high schools in Scotch Plains,

Fanwood, Plainfield, North Plainfield,
South Plainfield, Warren, Watchung
and Edison are eligible.

Location of high school, not
student’s residence, is the qualifying
factor. An accredited college or uni-
versity must also accept the student.

Applicants must plan to major in
one of the following areas of study:
art, engineering, writing, journalism
or poetry. They must demonstrate the
scholastic aptitude and interest to
pursue study in one of these specified
areas. They must also prove financial
need.

Interested students should consult
their guidance counselors to obtain
the necessary application form. Ques-
tions may be directed to Sally Young,
scholarship administrator, at (732)
381-6269.

WF’s Goldstein Makes
D’Youville Dean’s List
WESTFIELD – Westfield’s Jeffrey

Goldstein, a freshman, made the
D’Youville College dean’s list.

To qualify for the honor, students
must have maintained a quality point
average of 3.40 or above for the pre-
vious semester.

WF Residents Earn
Skidmore Honors

WESTFIELD – Two Westfield resi-
dents earned honors at Skidmore
College.

Emily Sharpe, Class of 2007,
earned honors for the fall semester.
She is the daughter of Peter and Jill
Sharpe of Westfield.

Samantha Hooper-Hamersley,
Class of 2008, earned highest honors
for the fall semester. She is the daugh-
ter of Andrew and Rosamond Hooper-
Hamersley of Westfield.

Highest honors are awarded for a
quality point ratio of 3.670 or more
from a possible 4.0. Honors are
awarded for a grade point ratio of 3.4
to 3.669.

Mountainside School
District has the Write Stuff

SPFHS Jazz Band
To Perform February 26

SCOTCH PLAINS – The College
Club of Fanwood-Scotch Plains in-
vites the public to attend a perfor-

mance by the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School (SPFHS) Jazz Band on
Monday, February 26, at 8 p.m. at
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School.

The group of 44 musicians will
perform in the multipurpose room.
Attendees should enter the high school
using the side entrance, which faces
Evergreen Elementary School.

Following the jazz program, the
club will hold its monthly meeting.

The SPFHS Jazz Band, under the
direction of John Gillick, will per-
form the following musical selec-
tions: “Cordova” with soloists Ron
Chaopadhyay on baritone sax,
Karthik Krishna Kumar on trumpet
and Tim Nering on alto sax; “A Night
in Tunisia” with solos by Christopher
Rodrigues on trumpet and Ian Feller
on alto sax; “Orange Sherbert” with
Jennifer Zimmerman on trumpet and
Kathryn Powell on piano, and “Stomp
8H” with Robert Frazee on drums,
Francis Celardo on guitar and Shawn
Zambri on guitar.

The College Club of Fanwood-
Scotch Plains is devoted to providing
scholarships for young women of high
school and college age who reside in
the community.

For more information about the
program, call Jean Naugle at (908)
654-5460.

Author Helps Parents,
Offers College Guide
WESTFIELD – The Town Book Store

will host Arlene Matthews, author of
“Getting In Without Freaking Out: The
Official College Admissions Guide for
Overwhelmed Parents,” on Saturday,
March 3, from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.

Ms. Matthews, a college admissions
advisor, takes a humorous and realis-
tic approach to helping parents under-
stand what is – and isn’t –important in
the college application process.

This book consists of a series of
stand-alone but interrelated pieces on
college admissions, each offering re-
assuring advice for getting through
all the sources of family tension.

The public can come and meet Ms.
Matthews in The Town Book Store’s
new location at 270 East Broad Street
in Westfield (corner of East Broad and
Elmer Streets). Anyone unable to at-
tend this event can call (908) 233-
3535 and reserve an autographed copy.

Training Investigates
Healthy Water, People

MOUNTAINSIDE – The county
of Union has invited educators of
children in grades 6 to 12 to take part
in a teacher-training workshop en-
titled “Healthy Water, Healthy
People,” today, Thursday, February
22, from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. at the
Trailside Nature and Science Center
in Mountainside.

“Healthy Water, Healthy People”
is an advanced workshop for both
formal and informal people like scout
leaders and non-profit workshop
instructors who teach grades 6 to 12
and have a basic water chemistry
background.

Activities in this workshop are
correlated with the National Science
Education Standards and designed to

be interactive. Participation in a
“Project Wet” training session is
recommended although not required.

Space is limited and participants must
pre-register. The fee is $10 per person
which includes the Healthy Water,
Healthy People curriculum guide and
the opportunity to receive six New
Jersey Department of Education
credits. Morning refreshments will be
served during registration, but
participants should bring lunch.

For additional information on
Healthy Water, Healthy People or for
information on upcoming programs and
special events at Trailside, call (908)
789-3670 or visit ucnj.org/trailside.

Trailside is located at 452 New
Providence Road in Mountainside.

WF Residents Make
BU Dean’s List

WESTFIELD – Four Westfield resi-
dents have recently been named to
the dean’s list at Boston University
for the fall semester.

Students recognized for this honor
include: Rebecca Korn, Emily Ortuso,
Catherine Rimondi and Allison Turitz.

By LINDA B. CONDRILLO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MOUNTAINSIDE – Assistant
Principal Thomas Conroy would like
the Mountainside school district to
be known as “a community of writ-
ers.”

Professional development is at the
forefront of the district’s goals, and
according to Mr. Conroy, who also
holds the title of curriculum manager
for the pre-kindergarten to 8 school
system, “Writing is going to be the
essence of the program.”

Mr. Conroy unveiled part of his
plan to implement an enhanced writ-
ing curriculum at a re-
cent board of educa-
tion meeting, where he
and fifth grade Lan-
guage Arts instructor
Sharon Scanlan pre-
sented the Criterion
web-based program.

Criterion is an
online writing-assess-
ment tool being uti-
lized this year by stu-
dents in grades 5 and
8. He noted that the
program may encom-
pass additional grade
levels next year.

Mr. Conroy told The
Westfield Leader and
The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times, “This
is something that we must look into
the budget to expand; right now, we’re
just testing it out to see how teachers
and students react. Before we extend
the program, we want to make sure
we are using the district’s funds to the
best of our ability so that the kids are
getting the most out of it.” Mr. Conroy
noted, “The teachers absolutely love
it.”

Mrs. Scanlan told the newspaper,
“As a teacher, there is no better feel-
ing than to have my students come
into my classroom and be excited
about writing. One of the great things
about Criterion is that it acts as a one-
on-one tutor for each child.

“The program is able to pinpoint
the students’ individual writing needs
within seconds,” she added. “This
feedback acts as a starting point for
me to tailor my lessons to meet those
needs. Criterion is differentiated in-
struction at its very best.”

Mr. Conroy told the newspaper that
two additional Criterion training ses-
sions will be held to provide further
instruction for teachers, and added a
program to demonstrate the software
to parents would be scheduled some-
time in March.

He also said that, once the program
was in full swing, students could com-
plete homework assignments by log-
ging on from their personal comput-
ers after school.

But long before children master
the keyboard, students as young as
kindergartners are already incorpo-
rating writing into their everyday life
in the district.

Through a grant from the
Mountainside Education Foundation,
faculty members Jodi Groth, Suzanne
Jenks and Heather Kronengold devel-
oped the “Wee Deliver” postal service
at the Beechwood Elementary School.

Some of the objectives of the mini
post office are to provide a vehicle for
students to strengthen writing skills,
while developing a sense of job re-
sponsibility. The students are taught
to apply the basic skills of addressing
envelopes, writing letters using ap-
propriate format and punctuation,
locating street addresses and using

zip codes. First grade teachers Janine
Cardone and Ms. Groth supervise the
program.

Ms. Groth told the newspaper,
“Many teachers have incorporated
‘Wee Deliver’ into literacy centers so
that the children have daily opportu-
nities to write letters.”

Gail Andersson, who teaches the
second grade at Beechwood told The
Leader/Times, “The children must fill
out an application if they want a job at
the ‘Wee Deliver’ post office. The
candidates are interviewed and sub-
sequently hired for various positions,
which include postmaster, assistant

postmaster, supervi-
sor, facer, canceller,
sorter, nixie clerk, car-
rier and junior carrier.

“Half of the stu-
dents’ recess time is
spent working; and
they take their jobs
seriously,” she added.
“As in real life, letters
that have incorrect or
missing information
are returned to sender
to be re-addressed
properly.”

In the Mountainside
school system it’s
never too early–or too
late–to start learning
something new. Mr.
Conroy reported that

staff development is essential to an
enhanced writing program in the dis-
trict.

He reported that Deerfield Middle
School teachers Julie Cennamo,
Kimberley Schwartz and Sharon
Scanlan would accompany him to
Philadelphia later this month to at-
tend “Launching the Writing Work-
shop,” led by Lucy Calkins of the
Teachers College Reading and Writ-
ing Project.

Ms. Calkins, the author of 10 books,
including the bestseller “The Art of
Teaching Writing,” is the founding
director of the Teachers College Read-
ing and Writing Project.

According to its website, “The
project is both a think tank, develop-
ing state-of-the-art methods, and a
provider of professional development
for hundreds of schools. Ms. Calkins
works closely with superintendents,
district leaders and school principals
to re-imagine what is possible when
school leadership is closely aligned
with professional development.”

Noting several school districts have
used the materials from the project
with great success, Mr. Conroy said,
“My job (as curriculum manager) is
to do the background work and go
into the direction of what we know is
a proven system.”

He told the newspaper that the
Mountainside school district will adopt
the units of study described in the two
series of books from the project—
”Units of Study for Primary Writing,”
and “Units of Study for Teaching Writ-
ing,” grades 3 to 5, tailoring them to
suit the district’s needs.

Additionally, Mr. Conroy reported,
“We are working on implementing a
similar program for grade 6 to 8 and
are currently in the process of devel-
oping it. We are also looking at pro-
grams developed by Ralph Fletcher
and other professionals.”

Mr. Conroy said his goal is “to make
writing part of the children’s and teach-
ers’ everyday life.” This shouldn’t be
difficult for the district to institute.
After all, according to Mark Twain,
“Writing is easy. All you have to do is
cross out the wrong words.”

Local Students’ Poetry
To Be Published

WESTFIELD – Fifteen Westfield,
Scotch Plains and Mountainside stu-
dents from Sundance School in North
Plainfield have poems selected for pub-
lication in the anthology, “A Celebra-
tion of Young Poets.” Creative Com-
munications, Inc. sponsors the contest.

Poems submitted from schools
across the Unite States are judged.
Thirty-seven poems entered by
Sundance School children in kinder-
garten through third grade have been
selected.

“The fact that you have numerous
students accepted makes a strong
statement about your school,” wrote
editor Thomas Worthen.

“Less than 50 percent of the total
poems submitted were selected to be
published. The list of your students
that have been accepted to be pub-
lished represents talent, hard work
and dedication from your teachers
and students.”

The poems will now be entered for
“Top Ten Poet,” which one of the
Sundance students won last year. To
view the winning poems, visit the
Sundance School website at
sundanceschool.net.

Gina Levy for The Westfield Leader
(August 24, 2006 Archives)

Beechwood School Assistant
Principal and Curriculum

Coordinator Thomas Conroy

Law Offices of

STAHL FARELLA &
SAROKIN, LLC

Criminal Defense
Civil & Employment

Litigation
DWI & Municipal Court

220 St. Paul Street
Westfield, NJ 07090

908-301-9001
www.stahlesq.com

David Caye to Speak
On Louis Armstrong
WESTFIELD – David Caye of the

Rutgers’ Institute of Jazz Studies will
present a three-part lecture series –
“Louis Armstrong on Film:  Jazz and
Race in Hollywood” – at the Westfield
Adult School on Mondays, March 5
through 19, from 7:30 to 9 p.m.

Between 1930 and 1969, Mr.
Armstrong appeared in more than 30
films. In these films, Mr. Armstrong’s
persona changes from crude stereo-
types, to growing recognition of his
musical leadership, to world figure
(“Ambassador Satch”). This presen-
tation will focus on Mr. Armstrong
and how his portrayal in film reflects
Hollywood’s slowly changing atti-
tudes towards jazz and America’s at-
titudes toward race.

Many film excerpts, including rare,
early footage, will be shown.

Registration will be accepted by mail
or in person on Monday, February 26,
from 7 to 9 p.m. at Westfield High
School. Forms and complete course
information are available in the cata-
log, at westfieldnj.com/adultschool, or
by calling (908) 232-4050.


