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Holy Trinity Church to Offer
Rainbows Starting Feb. 28

WESTFIELD – The Holy Trinity
Roman Catholic Church of Westfield
will begin its third year of the Rain-
bows Initiative  on Wednesday, Feb-
ruary 28. This program is offered to
children ages five to 18, with special
exceptions for four-year-olds based
on maturity.

Rainbows is an international non-
profit group that fosters emotional
healing among children grieving a loss
from a life-altering crisis such as a
death, divorce, separation, illness, in-
carceration or other family transitions.

The program is based on the chil-
dren providing peer support to each
other. Small groups meet to discuss
topics ranging from anger and guilt
to forgiveness. This is not counsel-
ing or therapy, but rather an environ-
ment created to allow the children to
share their experiences and support
one another. In addition to the dis-
cussion time, the children play
games, do art projects, sing and write
in their journals.

Rainbows is offered free of charge,
regardless of school enrollment, reli-
gious affiliation or town of residence.
The program will run through Wednes-
day, April 11; it consists of six 75-
minute sessions held on Wednesdays
from 6:15 to 7:30 p.m. at the Holy
Trinity Interparochial School, located

Willow Grove Church Offers
Sunday School, Bible Study
SCOTCH PLAINS – At the 10:30

a.m. worship service on Sunday,
March 4, at the Willow Grove Pres-
byterian Church in Scotch Plains, chil-
dren will begin the study of John 18:
15-27; 21:1-19.

Through the use of video, the chil-
dren will begin their study of Peter, a
frightened, denying follower of Jesus.
They will learn about his story, how
scared he was to tell the truth that Jesus
was his friend and how Jesus went on
to forgive Peter for not being honest
with others even when it meant he
could face danger. The story will be
demonstrated through the use of com-
puters, art and crafts and games.

Last fall, Willow Grove entered
into the third year of its Sunday School
curriculum called “Discovery King-
dom: God Made Us Special.” This
program leads children to discover
the path of God through the use of
multi-media resources such as com-
puters, music, science, puppets,
drama, arts and crafts, puzzles, games
and videos.

The program is based upon the
Workshop Rotation Model, an ap-
proach to Christian education that
blends all the ways in which children
learn, including hearing, seeing and
touching.

Following the children’s sermon in
worship, youngsters ages four to nine
will leave to attend a lesson applying
the Bible story theme. For each week
of the theme, the children will engage
in a different type of activity. The
repetition of the same Bible story
demonstrated through different me-
dia will deepen children’s understand-
ing and memory of the story.

“A Walk Through The Bible” is a
weekly study class for children ages
nine and up during worship service
following the Kids’ Time. Fellow-

ship Time is offered every Sunday
morning before and after the 10:30
a.m. worship service in Ryno Hall.

The Children’s Ark, a nursery
staffed by congregation volunteers,
is available as a place for children
under age four to play while parents
attend the worship service.

At the weekly 9 a.m. adult Sunday
school, participants discover the Bible
and its impact on them through the
study and discussion of the Gospel of
Matthew, its Biblical teaching and
how to apply it to life issues.

These same themes are the focus
of the church’s midweek Bible study,
which is held on Wednesdays from
7:30 to 9 p.m. and Thursdays from
10 to 11:30 a.m.

For more information about the
Willow Grove Presbyterian Church,
please call the church office at (908)
232-5678, e-mail
info@willowgrovechurch.org or visit
willowgrovechurch.org.

The Willow Grove Presbyterian
Church is located at 1961 Raritan
Road, across the street from the south-
side Scotch Plains firehouse and near
the corner of South Martine Avenue.
All of the church facilities are handi-
cap-accessible.

Mr. Qutub to Address
Historical Society

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Histori-
cal Society of Scotch Plains and
Fanwood will feature a talk on Tues-
day, February 27, at 8 p.m. on how six
Arab brothers came to America, re-
ceived higher education and went on
to meaningful work. Admission is
free and all are welcome.

One of the brothers, Joseph Qutub
of Fanwood, will tell their story, ac-
companied by poster pictures. Mr.
Qutub is  president of the Arab Student
Aid International organization, which
raises funds for scholarships and grants
for Arab students with financial needs.

Mr. Qutub also has been involved
with the YMCA and the Rotary Inter-
national Club for many years. Active
in his community, he has received
resolutions from Fanwood’s munici-
pal government and two Rotary Club
Paul Harris Awards.

The meeting will be held at the
Scotch Hills Country Club, located
on Plainfield Avenue and Jerusalem
Road in Scotch Plains. Refreshments
and fellowship will follow the pro-
gram. For more details, please call
Richard Bousquet, Historical Society
president, at (908) 232-1199.

WE LOVE EVA…Girl Scout Troop No. 993 sponsored a Valentine Boutique at
the Holy Trinity Interparochial School. All the proceeds went to purchase items
for Eva’s Village, a homeless shelter in Paterson. Pictured, from left to right, are:
Briana Femia, Sara Power, Gabrielle Titone and Sara Palasits.

Library Announces
Expanded Schedule

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Board of
Trustees of the Scotch Plains Public
Library has announced that the li-
brary will expand its hours of opera-
tion beginning Thursday, March 1.

The library, located at 1927 Bartle
Avenue, will open early on Wednes-
days at 8 a.m. to accommodate com-
muters and early risers.

Additionally, it will be open from
noon to 4 p.m. Sundays as a pilot
program from March through Me-
morial Day to assess use by the public
for the often-requested Sunday time
period. If usage is high, the board will
continue the Sunday hours in the fall
after Labor Day.

The new hours will be 9 a.m. to 9
p.m. on Mondays, Tuesdays and Thurs-
days; 8 a.m. to 9 p.m. on Wednesdays;
9 a.m. to 5 p.m. on Fridays and Satur-
days and noon to 4 p.m. on Sundays.
The library’s catalogue and electronic
resources are available at any time of
the day or night at its website,
scotlib.org. For more details or direc-
tions, please call (908) 322-5007.

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com

 
 
 
 

 

March 2007 Events at the Westfield Memorial Library 
Library Hours: Monday - Thursday 9:30 AM-9:00 PM 

Friday & Saturday 9:30 AM-5:00 PM, Sunday 1:00-5:00 PM 
Closed - Thursday, March 1  

 
ADULT PROGRAMS 

Mar 2  1:30 PM         TGIF: Classic movie week 
Mar 5  7:00 PM             Great Decisions 2007 - Climate Change 
Mar 7  2 & 7:00 PM        Film: Quinceanera 
Mar 9  1:30 PM         TGIF: Amazing women of New Jersey 
Mar 12  7:00 PM              Great Decisions 2007 - Central Asia 
Mar 13  2 & 6:30 PM        Film: Memory of a Killer 
Mar 15  7:00 PM              Performance: McDermott’s Handy 
Mar 16  1:30 PM         TGIF: Riverdance 
Mar 19  7:00 PM            Great Decisions 2007 - War Crimes 
Mar 23  1:30 PM         TGIF: “The Barber of Seville” 
Mar 26  7:00 PM            Great Decisions 2007 - South Africa 
Mar 27          10:00 AM        Computer: Business Resources Online 
Mar 30  1:30 PM         TGIF: Bob Hope 
 

CHILDREN’S PROGRAMS 
Mar 1, 8, 15, 22, 29           10:00 AM            Toddlers’ Group 
Mar 7                         10:00 AM             Preschool Storytime 
Mar 9                         3:45 PM             Imagination Games 
Mar 2, 9                     10:00 AM             Tots’ Storytime 
Mar 15, 22                  3:45 PM             Art History Adventures 
Mar  3, 10, 17, 24, 31       10:00 AM              Chess 
        

 
 

Restrictions regarding pre-registration or age may apply to some programs.  
550 East Broad Street, Westfield, NJ 07090      908-789-4090   www.wmlnj.org 

Temple Sha’arey Shalom… 

Your Home Away From Home 
 

Come Celebrate Purim 
Wear a costume and shake a grogger 
Loads of fun & laughs await you at our 

Purim Service and Carnival 

Sunday, March 4th, 10:30 a.m. 
_______________________ 

 

Come And Get To Know Us: 
Children’s Shabbat Services: Saturdays at 9:00 a.m. 

Family Shabbat Services: Fridays at 8:00 p.m. 
Religious School, Preschool, Dynamic Programs, 

Sisterhood, Brotherhood, 
Renaissance and Youth Group Events 

_____________________ 
 

We Welcome Members From The Surrounding 
Communities of Union & Essex Counties 

Celebrating 50 Years of 
   Reform Jewish Commitment 

78 So.Springfield Avenue, Springfield, 973- 379- 5387
Check us out at www.shaarey.org 

                         
                                 U                                                               

                                                                                     

            

• Computing 

• Creative Arts & Crafts 

• Culinary Arts & Nutrition 

• Dance & Fitness 

• Financial Strategies 

• Great Decisions 

• History 

• Home Improvement  

• Landscaping 

• Languages 

• Mission Organization 

• Music & Performing Arts 

• Personal Growth, Health & Safety 

• SAT & PSAT Preparation 

• Travelogues 

• Trips & Excursions 

• Writing & Publishing 

                                      …and more! 

 

Call (908) 232-4050 
or visit us online  

www.westfieldnj.com/adultschool 

to download a catalog. 

Registration by mail or in person every 
Monday, beginning February 26th 

7:00 – 9:00 pm  
Westfield High School 

550 Dorian Road, Westfield, NJ 

Catalogs are available at local libraries. 

       
 

Classes Start March 5th!
 

Most Classes Held Monday Evenings 
at Westfield High School 

Class Length & Start-Dates Vary 
 

Please see our catalog for details. 

Free Program to Focus
On Mental Illness

CLARK – The public is invited to
attend a free presentation on Tues-
day, February 27, at 7:30 p.m. en-
titled “In Our Own Voice,” offered by
NAMI (National Alliance on Mental
Illness) of Union County. It will be
held at the Osceola Presbyterian
Church at 1689 Raritan Road in Clark.

Two trained presenters recovering
from mental illness will share their
personal experiences. Attendees will
learn about their treatment, successes
and how they cope with mental ill-
ness. Time will be allowed for ques-
tions and discussion.

“In Our Own Voice” presentations
have taken place throughout New Jer-
sey for educational, community, reli-
gious, school, social service and
health-care provider groups. Refresh-
ments will be served. For more infor-
mation, or if the weather is inclem-
ent, please call (908) 233-1628.

Holy Trinity to Sponsor
Grief Support Meetings

WESTFIELD – The Catholic
Church of the Holy Trinity in
Westfield, located at 336 First Street,
will sponsor a six-week Grief Sup-
port Group beginning tonight, Thurs-
day, February 22. Sessions, from 7:30
to 9 p.m., will focus on the experi-
ences and feelings that are common
during the grieving process. Meet-
ings will be held on Thursdays in the
rectory. For more details, please call
the parish office at (908) 232-8137.

Jesus’ Sacrifice Inspires Us
To Stand Up For Others
By REV. PAUL KRITSCH

On February 15, 1804, New Jersey
became the last northern state to abol-
ish slavery. The stage was being set
for the Civil War 57 years in the
future. Sides were being taken be-
cause lives were already at stake.

One of the best movies about the
Civil War is Gettysburg, based on an
even better book, “The Killer An-
gels,” by Michael Shaara. A few days
before those bloody three in
Gettysburg, Colonel Joshua Cham-
berlain of the 20th Maine Regiment
was given charge of 120 Union sol-
diers, also from Maine, who had
mutinied. Their enlistment time was
up. They just wanted to go home.

Chamberlain, who after the war
became president of Bowdoin Col-
lege and governor of Maine, had been
thinking deeply about why the war
was being fought. In one of the most
stirring speeches I have ever heard or
read, Colonel Chamberlain addressed
the mutineers:

“This regiment was formed last
summer in Maine. There were 1,000
of us then. There are less than 300 of
us now. All of us volunteered to fight
for the Union, just as you did. Some
came mainly because we were bored
at home . . . thought this looked like it
might be fun. Some came because we
were ashamed not to. Many of us
came because it was the right thing to
do. And all of us have seen men die.

“This is a different kind of army. If
you look back through history, you’ll
see men fighting for pay, for women,
for some other kind of loot. They
fight for land, power, because a king
leads them, or just because they like
killing. But we are here for some-
thing new. This has not happened
much in the history of the world. We
are an army out to set other men free.”
In response, all but a handful of the
mutineers took up rifles and joined
Chamberlain in the tremendous battle
at Little Round Top.

Reading from the prophet Isaiah,
Jesus said, “The Spirit of the Lord is

upon me, because he has anointed me
to proclaim good news to the poor. He
has sent me to proclaim liberty to the
captives…” And then, as all eyes in
the synagogue were fixed on him,
Jesus announced, “Today this Scrip-
ture is fulfilled in your healing.” [Luke
4:18, 21].

Yesterday, Christians around the
world began a special journey called
Lent. With cross-shaped ashes on our
foreheads and repentance in our
hearts, Christians turn to Jesus, who
truly makes all people free. The free-
dom he brings came at the price of his
bloody death on the cross.

It is sin that makes people not care
about others. But now freed from our
sins and given new life, Christians
believe that we are to live each day
with a greater purpose in mind. We
are freed from sin in order to serve
him by serving others, even giving
our very lives.

More than just a warm feeling, or a
thought that this is the correct thing to
do, this freedom from Christ sustains
us for the journey of life. We can stand
for others because he first stood for us.
He sustains us and gives us courage.

As Christians begin their Lenten
journey, we pray that, because Christ
has blessed us that we may be bless-
ings to all of you, our neighbors.

Reverend Kritsch is in his 19th year
as senior pastor of the Redeemer
Lutheran Church and School, located
at 229 Cowperthwaite Place in
Westfield.

St. Helen’s to Honor
Dennis Cogan March 3

WESTFIELD  – St. Helen’s Roman
Catholic parish will hold a St. Patrick’s
and St. Joseph’s Day celebration hon-
oring Dennis Cogan on Saturday,
March 3, from 7 to 11 p.m. at its
Monsignor Meaney Parish Center.

Mr. Cogan, who was to be honored
at the dinner, died of cancer on Feb-
ruary 14. His wife, Peg, has asked
that the event remain as scheduled.
The celebration will include dinner,
music, beer and wine. Tickets are $35
per person and can be reserved by
calling Richard and Claire Hughes at
(908) 232-1886.

A resident of Clark and a retired
Newark firefighter, he had been an
active parishioner at St. Helen’s since
its Sunday Masses were held at Edison
Intermediate School in Westfield.

Mr. Cogan worked on many of St.
Helen’s projects, including Sister
Pat’s Cancer Camp, donating his time
to terminally ill children at the Co-
lumbia Presbyterian Hospital cancer
unit by running a weeklong camp in
upstate New York. He also served on
St. Helen’s social committee, ran
“Breakfast with Santa” for years and
was a Cornerstone alumni and Eu-
charistic minister.

Rosary Society Plans
Benefit Baby Shower
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Rosary

Altar Society of St. Bartholomew the
Apostle Roman Catholic Church in
Scotch Plains will host a baby shower
at its next meeting on Monday, March
5, after the 7:30 p.m. Novena Mass.

The shower will benefit Raphael’s
Life House in Elizabeth, a non-profit
organization that helps young moth-
ers and their children.

The church is located at 2032
Westfield Avenue in Scotch Plains.
Attendees are asked to bring wrapped
gifts appropriate for babies and chil-
dren from birth to two years to the
meeting.  Refreshments will be served.

at 336 First Street in Westfield.
For more information, interested

persons may visit rainbows.org or call
Deacon Tom Pluta at Holy Trinity
parish at (908) 233-0484. To register a
child for this program, please e-mail
rainbowsofholytrinity@comcast.net
or call Lee Taylor at (908) 654-6396.


