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Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's

You’re just a few days away 
from getting Così

Postal Service Presents eBay
Training for Entrepreneurs
GARWOOD – Representatives

from the Garwood, Westfield and
Cranford Post Offices will host three
free 90-minute eBay training work-
shops on Tuesday, February 27, at
Garwood Municipal Building for
online entrepreneurs.

Attendees will hear presentations
from postal eBay educational spe-
cialists about how to build their busi-
ness. They also will view demonstra-
tions about selling on eBay and ship-
ping products to customers using the
United States Postal Service.

The Postal Service and eBay have
teamed up to create eBay Days as an
educational opportunity that brings
online selling and shipping expertise
to neighborhoods across the country.
The Postal Service’s “Click N Ship”
service on the usps.com website is an
option for eBay’s customers, who

can use the service to ship packages
from their home or office computer.
Click N Ship users can print mailing
labels with or without postage and
schedule a package pickup for the
following day.

Founded in 1995, eBay has created
an online electronic platform for the
sale of goods and services for individu-
als and businesses. On any given day,
there are millions of items across thou-
sands of categories for sale on eBay. A
recent study that A C Nielson Interna-
tional Research conducted for eBay
states that more than 724,000 Ameri-
cans reported that eBay is their primary
or secondary source of income. In addi-
tion, another 1.5 million individuals
say they supplement their income by
selling on eBay, according to the study.

The workshops will run from 9 to
10:30 a.m., 11 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. and
1 to 2:30 p.m. They are free and open
to the public; all participants who
pre-register will receive a free gift.

The Garwood Municipal Building
is located at 403 South Avenue. For
additional information or to pre-reg-
ister, contact Kathy Bowen at the
Cranford Post Office at  (908) 276-
2506.

Linda Maggio to Be Honored
At WSO Gala on April 28

WESTFIELD – Linda Maggio, ex-
ecutive director of the Westfield
United Way and active in commu-
nity service organizations over sev-
eral decades, has been selected as
the honoree of the Westfield Sym-
phony Orchestra (WSO) Gala.

She will be rec-
ognized at the gala
on Saturday, April
28, at the
S h a c k a m a x o n
Country Club in
Scotch Plains.

Ms. Maggio, di-
rector of the
Westfield United
Way for more than
three decades and a
Westfield resident
for 47 years, was the
first woman to serve
as president of the
Westfield Rotary
Club and was also
its first female
member. The Ro-
tary honored her as
Humanitarian of the Year in 2002.
She chaired Westfield’s Bicentennial
Commission in 1994, and is a past
president of the Westfield Historical
Society.

Her community service also in-
cludes serving on the boards of the

Town Bank, the Junior League and
Overlook Hospital, as well as the
Westfield Senior Citizens Housing
Corporation, the Westfield Service
League, the College Woman’s Club
and the Westfield Y.

Following the 9/11 tragedy, Ms.
Maggio established
as part of the United
Fund a special pro-
gram providing fi-
nancial and emo-
tional support to as-
sist the families of
the 9/11 victims.

Asked to com-
ment on her selec-
tion, former mayor
and longtime friend
and supporter Bud
Boothe said, “Linda
is the perfect proof
of the saying, ‘If
you want some-
thing done, get a
busy person to do
it.’”

Ms. Maggio and
her husband, Glenn, have a daughter,
Stacey, who resides in California.

Area residents who wish to honor
Ms. Maggio and support the WSO
may join in the celebration by call-
ing the WSO office at (908) 232-
9400.

Linda Maggio with Joe DiMaggio
at the Westfield United Way office

Westfield SCORE
Locates at WACC Office

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
office of SCORE announced that it
has moved its office to the Westfield
Area Chamber of Commerce
(WACC), located at 173 Elm Street
in Westfield on the third floor. The
telephone number is (908) 233-3021.

Naomi McElynn, executive direc-
tor of the WACC, and her staff orga-
nized the relationship with SCORE to
assist businesses in the Westfield area.

The Westfield office of SCORE, a
volunteer group of retired and work-
ing business professionals with a wide
range of expertise, helps entrepre-
neurs launch and grow their compa-
nies by offering them free, confiden-
tial advice on subjects material to
their business.

Gov. Corzine Starts Search
For Sports Authority Head

TRENTON – Governor Jon
Corzine has announced the member-
ship of a search committee tasked
with finding the next president/chief
executive officer of the New Jersey
Sports and Exposition Authority.

The committee, composed of five
members, is charged to move expedi-
tiously to identify a replacement for
current president and CEO George
Zoffinger, who recently announced
his retirement upon learning of a

looming investigation. Mr. Zoffinger
has agreed to stay on in his role until
a successor is named.

“The Sports and Exposition Au-
thority is vital to our efforts to spur
economic development in the Mead-
owlands region and across the state,”
Gov. Corzine said. “George Zoffinger
has provided a strong vision and tre-
mendous leadership over the past five
years, and I expect the search com-
mittee to find a top-flight successor
who will ensure that the Authority
continues to fulfill its potential as an
economic driver for the state.”

The members of the committee
are: A. Matthew Boxer, director of
the Governor’s Authorities Unit;
Pamela Miller, member of the NJ
Sports and Exposition Authority and
vice president, marketing strategy
and development, Medco; Carl
Goldberg, chair of the NJ Sports and
Exposition Authority and partner in
the Roseland Property Company;
Gary Rose, chief of the Governor’s
Office of Economic Growth, and
Tomas Padilla, a Bergen County free-
holder.

The Sports Authority oversees
sports, entertainment and conven-
tion facilities across the state, in-
cluding the Meadowlands and
Monmouth Park Racetracks, Giants
Stadium, Continental Airlines Arena
and the Atlantic City Convention
Center.

Organization and club leaders:
Check and update your organization’s information at
goleader.com/organizations. A directory of all current
information will appear in 2007’s This Is Westfield edition
this spring. Spread the word!

Union County Says ‘No’
To Taping Budget Meetings

The County of Union has declined a
request by Tina Renna, president of
the Union County Watchdog Associa-
tion, to videotape upcoming county
budget meetings for the Watchdog
website. Meetings are scheduled for
Saturday, February 24, at 9 a.m.,
Wednesday, February 28, at 5:30 p.m.
and Thursday, March 8, at 5:30 p.m.
The board held a meeting last night,
February 21.

Nicole DiRado, clerk of the board,
in a statement to Mrs. Renna that was
forwarded to The Westfield Leader and
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times,
said: “Guidelines (for recording de-
vices during open public freeholder
meetings) do not apply to working-
freeholder committee meetings…they
apply to open public meetings of the
board as a whole, held in the freehold-
ers’ meeting room…. With the prob-
ability that five or more freeholders
will attend some or all of these meet-
ings, the county, pursuant to the ‘Sun-
shine Law,’ publicly notices (the meet-
ings). These committee meetings do
not constitute traditional ‘open public
meetings’ and there is no public par-
ticipation permitted at these working
meetings of the committee.”

She also noted that the conference
room “is not conducive to videotap-
ing activities while committee hear-
ings are being conducted.”

Westfield Denies Leader/Times
OPRA Request for Kasko Docs.
The Town of Westfield on Valentine’s

Day rejected an OPRA (Open Public
Records Act) request for documents
related to the recent settlement between
police officer Greg Kasko and the town
on a federal lawsuit filed by Mr. Kasko
and a disciplinary hearing.

Town Clerk Claire Gray said the
agreement is a “personnel record re-
garding a pending disciplinary matter.”
She said the request for “documents,
correspondence and e-mails” on the
Kasko matter is a personnel record and
“deliberative material,” as is the case
with the disciplinary hearing officer’s
report and meeting minutes and tapes.

Gerbounka Seeks Cut in City
Employee Cell-Phone Bills

Linden Mayor Richard Gerbounka
is seeking to crack down on cell-
phone use by city employees. Ac-
cording to The Star-Ledger, cell-
phone usage cost Linden taxpayers
$100,000 last year. The mayor must
gain approval from the city council,
which is mostly aligned with former
mayor John Gregorio.

Proposal to Lease Highways
Draws Legislator Concerns

According to The Asbury Park Press,
two members of the state’s Assembly
Transportation and Public Works Com-
mittee have questioned Governor Jon

Corzine’s proposal to lease the New
Jersey Turnpike, Atlantic City Express-
way and Garden State Parkway. As-
semblywoman Jennifer Beck (R-
Monmouth) said at a committee public
hearing in Secaucus on February 15, “I
think this is a mistake for the long-term
interests of New Jersey.” Assembly-
man Gordon Johnson (D-Bergen)
added, “I cannot see how we can turn
over a highway to a for-profit venture
and expect the quality of service and
level of service to remain the same.”

Feds Subpoena State Senate,
Assembly for 2004 Budget Docs
Politicsnj.com reported that fed-

eral agents served subpoenas last Fri-
day, February 16, on the offices of the
State Senate Majority and the As-
sembly Majority and Minority of-
fices for 2004 state budget documents.

Port Authority Fee May Kill
DP World’s Ports Deal

United Arab Emirates-based com-
pany DP World’s sale of marine termi-
nal operations to AIG Global Invest-
ment Group might be in jeopardy due
to an $84-million fee the Port Authority
(PA) of New York and New Jersey is
trying to collect, according to The Star-
Ledger. PA officials said $30 million of
the fee is for capital improvements they
have made and $54 million is for future
work at the port. The issue sparked
debate last year when people learned an
Arab-based company was to take over
major United States port operations.

Sen. Candidate May Not Seek
Republican Party Line

Monmouth County Republican
Chairman Adam Puharic told The
Asbury Park Press that Assembly-
woman Jennifer Beck is unopposed in
her bid for the party’s nomination to
challenge Democratic Senator Ellen
Karcher. Four years ago, Ms. Karcher
defeated Republican John Bennett, who
was Senate co-president at the time and
served in the legislature for 24 years.

Monmouth’s GOP leader has not sup-
ported Manalapan Township Commit-
teeman Joseph Locricchio’s candidacy,
according to the newspaper. Mr.
Locricchio has indicated he may not
seek the party’s nomination to run on the
party line in the June Primary Election.

AAA Spokesperson Fischer
Named Safety Director

Governor Jon Corzine has appointed
Pamela Fischer as the new director of
the Division of Highway Traffic Safety
in the Department of Law and Public
Safety. Ms. Fischer has been with AAA
New Jersey Automobile Club in
Florham Park for 20 years. She said her
priorities include establishing a teen-
driver study commission to ensure full
implementation of the state’s gradu-
ated driver’s license law, increasing
pedestrian safety and distracted driving
educational efforts and focusing atten-
tion on senior mobility issues.

SAVE
35-50%

on handmade Shifman mattresses

Plus up to a $200 Instant
Cash Rebate•

Valley Furniture Shop   
Exquisite 18th Century Reproductions

20 Stirling Road, Watchung, NJ 07069 • (908) 756-7623 
Monday - Saturday 10-5:30 • Thursday Evening ‘til 9 • SUNDAY 1-5

Not SSleeping?
Try CCounting 

to 200!

BANCROFT

TWIN EA. PC.
FULL EA. PC.

SAVOY*

TWIN EA. PC.
FULL EA. PC.
QUEEN SET

KING SET

*

TWIN SET

FULL SET.
QUEEN SET

KING SET

CRYSTAL

TWIN EA. PC.
FULL EA. PC.
QUEEN SET

KING SET

JADE

TWIN EA. PC.
FULL EA. PC.
QUEEN SET

KING SET

SUGG. SALE
$300 $149
$420 $229

SUGG. SALE
$390 $209
$530 $299
$1210 $649
$1860 $999

SUGG. SALE
$530 $299
$670 $369
$1550 $849
$2330 $1299

SUGG. SALE REBATE*

$1060 $599 $587
$1280 $739 $714
$2790 $1599 $1524
$4010 $2249 $2149

SUGG. SALE REBATE*

$3100 $1799 $1749
$3720 $2099 $2024
$4410 $2499 $2399
$5890 $3399 $3199

If you’re tired of tossing 
and turning at night, come into 
Valley Furniture Shop and count to 200. 
Dollars, that is. That’s what you could save on a good 
night’s sleep. Tonight and for years to come. Shifman bedding is crafted 
with eight-way hand-tied boxsprings, 100% natural cotton 
upholstery and unique hand-tufting. 

If you want to count the number of other mattresses 
available like a Shifman, just count to zero.

ROYAL COMFORT PILLOW TOP

*Instant Rebate on Pillowtop sets:  $50 twin,  $75 full,  $100 queen,  $200 king.  -  Instant Rebate on Non-Pillowtop sets:  $25 twin,  $50 full,  $75 queen,  $100 king.
After rebate prices based on purchase of complete set – no rebate on purchase of mattress or boxspring only. Applies to Shifman Ultra Premium sets (8-way hand-tied styles).

Free iPod(R) Shuffle** with

In-Store Limited Time Offer
Masters Collection Set Purchases

** Apple is not a participant or sponsor of this promotion.

HERE’S LOOKING AT YOU, KID…Children in Bernadette Hoyer’s Jump
Start Pre-Kindergarten classes at Brunner Elementary School in Scotch Plains
invited family members to school for a Valentine’s Day treat. Above, Ryan
Bonhote, Mia Hunter and Mason Glod look up their sleeves during “The Hug
Song.”

Kevin Hobson Spends
Spring in Australia

WESTFIELD – Kevin Hobson of
Westfield, a junior at Colby College
in Maine, is spending the spring se-
mester of the 2006-2007 academic
year in Australia, studying at the
University of Sydney.

Kevin, a graduate of Westfield High
School, is the son of Mark and Traecy
Hobson of Westfield. He is majoring
in international studies at Colby.


