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Task Force Formed to Catch
‘Mad Hatter’ Bank Robber
COUNTY — Union County Pros-

ecutor Ted Romankow has announced
the creation of a special task force to
catch the bank robber who law en-
forcement has dubbed the “mad hat-
ter.”

The robber earned the moniker by
wearing a different hat to each of the
11 bank robberies he has pulled off in
Union, Morris and Essex Counties
since September 2006. The latest rob-
bery occurred on Saturday, February
10, in Livingston.

Mr. Romankow said he welcomed
the opportunity to work with Morris
County Prosecutor Michael
Rubbinaccio and Essex County Pros-
ecutor Paula Dow to share intelli-
gence and resources in an effort to
catch the elusive thief.

More than 70 members of munici-
pal police departments and repre-
sentatives of the Union and Morris
County Prosecutor’s Offices met
this week to begin the collaborative
effort, according to a press release
from the Union County Prosecutor’s
Office.

Mr. Rubbinaccio touted the task
force concept as the best method to
catch the suspect.

“I believe that the coordination of
police intelligence and resources is
necessary to identify and stop this
man. This is a multi-county threat
and there will be a multi-county
response. There has been signifi-
cant cooperation among the agen-
cies and I am hopeful that the per-
petrator will be captured soon,” he
said.

The robber has successfully hit
11 banks in Springfield, Union,
Summit, Berkeley Heights (Union
County), Chatham, Morris Town-
ship, Florham Park (Morris County),
Millburn and Livingston (Essex
County). Springfield and Chatham
were hit twice each. Seven of the 11
banks robbed have been Commerce
Banks, according to the press re-
lease.

The suspect is described as a
middle-aged white man of few words.
Police estimate that he is between 45
and 55 years old, has gray hair, me-
dium build, weighs approximately
180 pounds and is 5-feet, 10-inches
tall. He usually wears gold-rimmed
prescription glasses —though in two
of the robberies he was not wearing
glasses. And he wears a hat. His
choices of headgear have included:
baseball caps, knit caps, a fisherman’s
hat and a hunter’s cap. A different hat
is used for each robbery, authorities
have said.

According to the Union County
Prosecutor’s Office, the robber typi-
cally walks up to a teller station and
holds up a small note demanding
money and threatening to use a gun,
although no gun has ever been seen.

He rarely speaks and police say he
has uttered the words, “read the note,”
once or twice. And he once urged the
teller to give him “more, more, more,”
according to the press release. He
provides the teller with his own bag
or envelope for the money. To date,
for 11 robberies, he has netted ap-
proximately $40,000.

Authorities said no one has been
injured in the robberies to date and
that other people present in the
banks at the time of the robberies
were unaware that anything was
amiss.

“The entire episode typically takes
less than three minutes,” according to
the press release.

According to Mr. Romankow, the
“mad hatter” has two advantages:
he appears to have an extensive
knowledge of the banks and their
surrounding areas, and he is incon-
spicuous.

“His appearance is unremarkable
and that makes it possible for him to
hide in plain sight.

“However,” Mr. Romankow said,
“someone knows who he is. Some-
one will recognize him and we are
encouraging anyone who thinks they
know who this individual is to con-
tact the authorities.”

Crimestoppers, an anonymous
tip-line, is offering a reward for
information leading to the arrest
and indictment of the “Mad-Hat-
ter.”

Anyone with information is en-
couraged to call the Union County
Crimestoppers Tip-Line at (908) 654-
TIPS or Morris County Crimestoppers
at (973) COP-CALL or the local po-
lice departments.

County Seeks Volunteer
Naturalists for Bio-Blitz

BLITZKRIEG…Last year, in the 460-acre Ash Brook Reservation in Scotch
Plains, 662 species were identified and recorded. A special Bio-Blitz website
designed by Sylvio Codella, of Kean University, provides more information about
previous bio-blitzes, along with pictures of the events. Visit kean.edu/~scodella/
BioBlitz05/BlitzHome.html.

AREA – Scientists, naturalists and
other volunteers are needed for the
third annual Union County Bio-Blitz,
which will be held Friday and Satur-
day, June 15 and 16, in the Watchung
Reservation, a 2,060-acre county park
in Summit, Scotch Plains, Springfield,
Mountainside and Berkeley Heights.

A bio-blitz is a 24-hour survey
designed to sample and identify the
flora and fauna in a given location.
It has a dual purpose: to obtain a
snapshot of the biodiversity at the
site and to raise public awareness of
the importance of open spaces as
ecological resources or outdoor
classrooms.

Conducted by the Union County
Department of Parks, Recreation and
Facilities and co-sponsored by the
Union County Board of Chosen Free-
holders and the Rahway River Asso-
ciation, the bio-blitz will begin at 5
p.m. on June 15 and run through 5
p.m. on June 16.

Scientists and naturalists will be in
the field for varying lengths of time
throughout the 24-hour event,
equipped with nets, boots, insect and
mammal traps, headlamps, bird tapes
and other tools. They will work in
eight separate teams, collecting and/
or identifying fungi (mushrooms),
plants, macro-inverts, insects, herps
(reptiles and amphibians), fish, birds
and mammals.

Hands-on exhibits and a working
insect and fungi lab will be available
in a bio-blitz central tent. Animals
and plants collected in the field also
will be on display at the tent.

The 2007 Bio-Blitz in the Watchung
Reservation offers opportunities for
scientists and the public alike. Easy
access via an extensive trail system
and park roads will allow sampling at
multiple water bodies and in diverse
habitats, including wetlands, pine
forests, upland forests and meadows,
among other locales.

Additionally, Bio-Blitz 2007 co-
incides with the grand re-opening
of the newly refurbished Trailside
Nature and Science Center in the
Watchung Reservation. Completed

in September 2006, the state-of-the-
art displays at Trailside interpret the
natural history of woodlands, mead-
ows and streams and include exhib-
its of live fish, turtles and snakes.

Anyone interested in assisting at
the 2007 Bio-Blitz is asked to con-
tact Betty Ann Kelly, environmental
specialist in the Union County De-
partment of Parks, Recreation and
Facilities, at bkelly@ucnj.org or
(908) 527-4231.

Elizabeth Assumes Duties
Of County’s Health Officer

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ELIZABETH – The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders last
Thursday approved an inter-local
agreement with the City of Elizabeth
to temporarily assume the role of pro-
viding the county with a health officer
until a full-time health official is hired.

The board’s action comes as a re-
sult of the resignation of county health
officer Denise Santiago. The office is
part of the office of Local Informa-
tion Network & Communications
System (LINCS) within the Depart-
ment of Public Safety. The LINCS
office is located at 300 North Avenue
in Westfield.

As of March 2006, Ms. Santiago
received a salary of $90,816, accord-
ing to records obtained by The
Westfield Leader and The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times.

“We have to have a health officer”
or someone designated in the posi-
tion, county spokesman Sebastian
D’Elia said.

County Counsel Robert Barry said
at last week’s meeting that the board
had opted to change the agreement
from a one-year to a six-month con-
tract. The board’s decision followed a
one-hour executive session.

Mr. Barry said Elizabeth would
assume the position at a cost of
$1,000 a month, or $6,000 for the six
months, with an option for another
six months. The contract will in-
clude a 30-day termination notice.

John Surmay is the city’s health of-
ficer.

Among LINCS’s responsibilities
are health data analysis and the dis-
semination of public health informa-
tion between the county, local health
departments, healthcare providers,
emergency responders and the state’s
Department of Health and Senior
Services, according to the county’s
website.

Westfield Regional Health De-
partment Health Officer Robert
Sherr and Cranford Health Officer
Warren Hehl attended the meeting
and said the Union County Health
Officers Association, of which they
are officers, supports the county’s
action.

Mr. D’Elia said the association
would recommend a full-time replace-
ment for the position.

In other business, Union County
received $52,150 from the New Jer-
sey Board of Public Utilities’ (BPU)
Smart-Growth Buildings Program.
BPU Commissioner Joseph
Fiordaliso presented the check, rec-
ognizing the county for energy-effi-
cient lighting installed at Runnells
Specialized Hospital in Berkeley
Heights and the Ralph Oriscello Cor-
rectional Facility in Elizabeth.

Mr. Fiordaliso said the county “took
advantage” of BPU’s program, which
he said would save the county $71,000
annually in energy costs.

In a press release given to report-
ers, he added that the lighting up-
grades by the county are “an invest-
ment in the quality of New Jersey’s
environment and contributes to de-
creasing the emissions responsible
for global warming.”

Freeholder Chairwoman Bette Jane
Kowalski said the board was “com-
mitted to energy efficiency.”

Union County Reveals Rules
For Winter Sports at Parks

COUNTY – Winter sports, such as
cross-country skiing, sledding and
ice-skating, are permitted in several
locations in the county park system –
weather, snow and ice conditions per-
mitting.

Cross-country skiing is allowed at
Ash Brook Golf Course in Scotch
Plains, Oak Ridge Golf Course in
Clark and the Watchung Reservation.
There is no location in the park sys-
tem suitable for downhill skiing.

The “Summer Arts” concert area in
Echo Lake Park in Mountainside, lo-
cated off Springfield Avenue, is the
only sanctioned site in the county
park system for sledding. Officials
discourage toboggans, bobsleds and
other non-steerable devices for safety
reasons.

A park supervisor may suspend
sledding activities if there is not
enough snow or if there are severe ice
conditions.

Snowmobiles are strictly prohib-
ited in the Union County park system.

The Union County park system is
wooded. The parks sit in proximity to
roadways and bodies of water that
can be hazardous to sledders and
snowboarders, officials said.

Galloping Hill Golf Course is not
available for winter sports activities.
The terrain of the course is consid-
ered too hazardous for this use.
Snowboarding and sledding also are
prohibited at the Ash Brook and Oak
Ridge golf courses.

Ice-skating is available in natural
areas. Briant Park Lake in Summit is a
lighted skating area. Non-lighted skat-
ing areas are: Warinanco Park Lagoon
in Roselle, Black Brook Park Lake in

Kenilworth, Nomahegan Park Lake in
Cranford, Milton Lake Park in Rahway,
Rahway River Park Lake in Rahway
and the extension lake and lagoon in
Green Brook Park in Plainfield. For
information about ice conditions at
natural locations, call the Union
County Police at (908) 654-9800.

Signs announcing the suitability of
any natural area for skating will be
posted. Officials urge the public to
observe any restrictions, since these
decisions are based upon a lake’s ice
thickness and other safety concerns.
All areas are unattended and used at
the patrons’ own risk. Please observe
all signs regarding ice conditions.

Ice hockey is permitted at designated
skating areas at the discretion of the
Union County Police. This decision is
based upon the ratio of ice hockey
skaters and non-hockey skaters propor-
tionate to the size of the skating area. It
is the county’s intention to provide
adequate ice area for the enjoyment and
safety of all skaters.

The Union County Department of
Parks, Recreation and Facilities re-
serves the right to cancel winter sports
at any park at any time if the condi-
tions of the park are such that the
safety of the public is in jeopardy.

For additional information regard-
ing winter sports, call the Department
of Parks, Recreation and Facilities at
(908) 527-4900 between 8 a.m. and 4
p.m., Monday through Friday. Infor-
mation also is available at ucnj.org or
at the Union County Parks hotline,
(908) 352-8410. For information about
indoor ice-skating, call the recorded
message at the Warinanco Skating
Center at (908) 298-7850.

more than just a
summer job.

goleader.com/internship

reathe
  Fitness Studio

P E R S O N A L  T R A I N I N G  • P I L AT E S • Y O G A

“Your upscale alternative to the gym”TM

February is Heart Month at Breathe

Call today to make your appointmentBring your family and friends!
FREE Blood Pressure Screenings
FREE Body Fat Testing
FREE Group Fitness Classes
FREE Kinesis Workouts
FREE Massage Therapy
FREE Makeup Consultants
Courtesy of the Guillotine Spa, Westfield
Advance reservations for classes are required as space is limited.
Visit our website to view our class schedule

One FREE
Personal Training

Session

Blood Drive at Breathe Monday March 5th 3:00pm to 8:00pm

1055 Route 22 ▲ Mountainside
Corner of Rt. 22 East and Glen Rd.

  908.301.0123
BreatheFitnessStudio.com

First time guests. With this coupon. Exp. 3/31/07.
Cannot be combined with any other offer or promotion.

Must be 18 years or older.

VFW, Ladies Auxiliary
Sponsor Blood Drive
GARWOOD – The Garwood Vet-

erans of Foreign Wars and the La-
dies Auxiliary will sponsor a blood
drive on Saturday, March 3, from
10 a.m. until 4 p.m. at the VFW post.
The post is located at 221 South
Avenue in Garwood.

For more information or to pledge
a donation, call the post at (908) 789-
0880.

A few less gray hairs.
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Long-Term Care Insurance can help protect your nest egg from the high cost of long-term care. 
You’ll worry a lot less and look much younger than the rest of your book club. Visit www.nmfn.com 
for more information.

Jeff Rembisz, CLU, ChFC, CLTC
Financial Representative
The Stone Financial Group
PO Box 1008, 180 River Road, Floor 2
Summit, NJ 07902-1008
(908) 918-4079
jeff.rembisz@nmfn.com
www.nmfn.com/jeffrembisz


