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POLICE BLOTTER

then for Union County?” Ms.
Kozinski questioned.

In addition to the ongoing litiga-
tion, the NJDEP filed a notice on
January 17 for alleged violations
against Canadian Pacific at its Oak
Island facility, the railroad designated
to receive Union County’s waste. The
NJDEP letter to Canadian Pacific
states that the department “has insuf-
ficient information to ascertain
whether this facility is a bona-fide
rail carrier facility.”

In letter to the board, Somerset
Freeholder Director Robert
Zaborowski said Somerset County
has “a concern if Union County adds
a ‘preemption’ facility to its county
district solid waste-management
plan, that might send a signal to
others that Union County does not
oppose the sitting of ‘preemption’
facilities in its county. And…we are
concerned that any precedent set in
Union County might be used in
Somerset County.”

He said the Newark facility “would
handle up to 150,000 tons of con-
struction and demolition debris per
year.”

UCUA Executive Director Sunil
Garg told the board D&H was the
lowest of six bids the UCUA received.

“So cost was a factor here,” he told
the board.

He said D&H, which has a contract
with Essex County to provide a simi-
lar service, is not subject to NJDEP
permits but is subject to all safety
regulations required under state law.
Mr. Garg said a judge denied a re-
quest for a restraining order against
D&H. He said the judge’s order al-
lowed the county freeholders to
amend the solid waste management-
plan to add the Oak Island rail yard.

“There is no emergency issue here,”
Mr. Garg said.

He said D&H’s bid represents “a
fairly significant reduction in pric-
ing” in transportation of the county’s
bulky and construction waste.
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Union County Freeholders
Mr. Garg said he visited the New-

ark facility and found that “this is a
well-managed facility.”

According to the UCUA board min-
utes of November 9, 2006, when the
D&H bid was accepted, Commis-
sioner Clifton People Jr. said D&H
was the “lowest bidder and that legal,
financial and engineering advisors
had reviewed the objections…and
found that the low bidder met all the
requirements.”

Freeholder Deborah Scanlon said
she was an “advocate” of removing
trucks from the highway by using rail
instead. She questioned the schedule
for how waste would be shipped by
D&H.

Mr. Garg said D&H would ship 30
rail cars of waste maximum, three
times per week after 8 p.m. from the
Newark rail yard to Allentown, Pa.,
from where the waste would be
shipped to Ohio and other locations.

County Counsel Robert Barry said
the court action challenging the
UCUA bid award “would not pre-
clude this board from taking action”
on the solid-waste-plan amendment.

He said the litigation would likely
be settled before the UCUA’s con-
tract begins in June.

Freeholder Chairwoman Bette Jane
Kowalski and Freeholders Scanlon,
Al Mirabella, Chester Holmes, Rick
Proctor, Dan Sullivan and Nancy Ward
voted in favor of the amendment.
Adrian Mapp opposed the ordinance,
while Angel Estrada abstained.

The board voted 9-0, on second read-
ing, to approve the addition of Allstate
Power-Vac, Inc. into the solid-waste
plan as an intermodel container facility.
The company “will accept in closed
containers up to 770 tons per day of
solid waste generated outside of the
county at its location on 928 East
Hazelwood Avenue, inRahway…that
will then be subsequently shipped off-
site to an appropriate facility for treat-
ment, recycling or disposal,” according
to the ordinance.

hold a meeting Monday, February 26,
at the high school to allow resident
input about a municipal project for
the township’s south-side fields. He
told board members that he’d like to
see more than a verbal commitment
from the board that all residents,
municipal organizations and private
groups would be able to use the new
high-school fields upon the project’s
completion.

“Put it in writing, in stone, in blood.
We need to be able to say to the
municipality that ‘You will have ac-
cess,’” he said.

Parents and student-athletes also
spoke during the comment period
about the dangers and “embarrass-
ment” of “ripped-up” mud fields.
Describing his disappointment when
officials cancelled football games for
inclement weather, a freshman ath-
lete said, “Football should never be
cancelled because of rain.”

Pat Leonard of Scotch Plains stood
as the meeting’s only voice of public
dissent regarding its passage of the
“fields” bond request.

“I am disappointed in the board in
approving a vote for April. You’re a
board of education, not a board of
athletics,” she said. Referring to a state-
ment made earlier by field foundation
spokesperson Anthony Giannaci, she
added, “Only a $25 increase. Tell that
to your senior citizen who’s having
trouble paying for prescriptions bills.”

Mr. Giannaci told the board prior
to the bond vote that the bond would
raise property taxes by “only $25 per
year per household.”

In other business, Superintendent of
Schools Margaret Hayes proposed an
alternate 2007-2008 school calendar
that is available for viewing on the
district’s website. “Draft B,” as it is
referred to by school officials, would
have /the school year end Thursday,
June 19. The other proposal, “Draft A,”
has the year ending Tuesday, June 24.

The board also heard from various
committees and voted on regular busi-
ness matters such as student suspen-
sion and staff travel reimbursements.

During the final open comment
period, parent Margaret Ames of
Scotch Plains said she favored the
calendar closing school on Election
Day as a safety measure.

“If we’re going to stay open on
Election Day, then we need to look at
having police officers present,” she
said, noting that voters would be cast-
ing ballots at school polling places.
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PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

RECREATION COMMISSION

Notice of Change: Changing Location
and type of meeting for the Township of
Scotch Plains Recreation Commission (In
Compliance with open public meeting act,
Chapter 231, P.L. 1975)

Previously Scheduled: Monday, Feb-
ruary 26th Caucus meeting will be changed
to a public meeting.

Date: Monday February 26, 2007
Time: 8:00pm
Location: The Auditorium of the Scotch

Plains Fanwood High School.
Type of Meeting: Public
Agenda: Presentation and Discussion

of South Side Field
Action to be taken: To receive input on

the Redevelopment of South Side Ball
Field

Ray Poerio
Director of Parks and Recreation
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Horace Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
ELEGANT FUN...More than 150 area businesspeople pack the James Ward
Mansion in Westfield last week during the Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce’s
Valentine Day social. Entertainment was provided by the New Jersey Youth
Theatre (formerly WYACT) to supplement the food and beverages served.

department and had been able to pro-
mote those who “support the admin-
istration.” He said management of
department personnel had improved
in the past year due to changes in
supervisors and “better supervision
in general.”

The police department budget in-
cludes $186,000 for school crossing
guards, $169,000 in overtime pay,
$175,000 for telecommunications op-
erators and $127,000 for office sup-
port. There is $360,000 for various
operating expenses, such as keeping
various law enforcement computer
systems and networks up-to-date.

The chief said the department’s
communications center, currently
housed in a trailer outside the munici-
pal building, which is being reno-
vated, is more than 20 years old and
“on its way to becoming obsolete.”

He said he was not certain that the
equipment would be able to be suc-
cessfully reinstalled inside once the
building’s renovations are completed.
He said a new state-of-the-art commu-
nications and dispatch center would
cost $110,000 to $120,000. He also
said the police firing range located in
the building’s basement is “outdated,”
with a replacement costing about
$32,000. And without providing mon-
etary figures, he said the police radio
system is also approaching obsoles-
cence – “We will have to plan for its
replacement in the future.”

On Monday night, Fire Chief
Jonathan Ellis met with the council
for more than an hour, telling council
members that his biggest concern is
maintaining manpower levels, espe-
cially during daytime hours, in the
volunteer department, which has 23
firefighters and six officers.

He said multiple factors contribute
to the retention difficulties, including
the cost of living in Scotch Plains and
the time involved in initial training,
200 hours at the outset, as well as the
number of calls, which has amounted
to 450 to 520 annually in recent years.

Councilman Kevin Glover asked
whether, given the recruiting problems,
it would be beneficial to share

firefighting responsibilities with
Fanwood. Chief Ellis said the two de-
partments had talked about such an
idea in the past, and he said a sharing
arrangement would “merely” add to
the high number of calls being re-
sponded to by Scotch Plains personnel.

Mr. Glover continued to discuss
this option, saying that with “the
[manpower] numbers dwindling, we
need to think outside the box.”

Mayor Martin Marks said the coun-
cil would discuss the idea at a future
meeting. Despite the concerns about
manpower, Mr. Atkins said the
department’s equipment and the wa-
ter supply available for firefighting,
combined with the county’s mutual-
aid arrangement, means that “no one
in town is unsafe.”

On Monday, the council also met
with Construction Official Robert
LaCosta, who holds other titles in-
cluding zoning officer, administra-
tive officer and building subcode of-
ficial. He outlined his office’s func-
tions, which include reviewing all
construction applications and plans
and conducting building, fire, electri-
cal, plumbing and elevator inspec-
tions at homes, apartments, office
buildings and schools.

Regarding the annual inspections
of the five elementary schools, two
middle schools and Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School, all of which
are conducted by Scotch Plains, Mr.
Glover asked whether the Fanwood
government has personnel available
to conduct any inspections.

“It’s our overhead, our folks and
our costs,” he said.

Mr. Atkins said that Scotch Plains
has made proposals to Fanwood “sev-
eral times” in the past 15 years about
sharing these expenses.

Mr. LaCosta told the council he
expects construction code fees in 2006
to amount to at least $900,000, a
record level that would be due in part
to the Heather Glen age-restricted
housing development under construc-
tion, the new Robert Wood Johnson
wellness facility on Lamberts Mill
Road and the expansion of the Center
for Hope Hospice, he said.

Council members had no immedi-
ate thoughts on possible spending
reductions at the end of the three
budget sessions, but Mayor Marks
asked them to begin thinking about
areas in which adjustments could be
made. The council will hold addi-
tional meetings in the coming weeks
before it discusses the revenue side of
the budget, settles on final spending
levels and fixes the municipal tax rate
for 2007.

Mr. Atkins said on Saturday that if
township revenue were the same as
last year, his budget proposals would
mean an 11-point property tax increase.

“But it won’t be” that high, he said,
because of possible cuts in expendi-
tures by the council and a “better
revenue picture” than in 2006.

bring in $100,000 in revenue annually,
but the mayor said that figure was not
accurate. In this year’s budget recom-
mendations, the level of income an-
ticipated at the mini-golf facility is
“significantly lower,” he said.

The mayor and Mrs. Malool said
compiling monthly statements might
prove burdensome for township fi-
nance personnel; Mr. Glover disagreed.

Mayor Marks asked Mr. Glover to
write a memorandum detailing what
financial information he would like to
receive monthly and what the council
might do with that data and forward it
to Chief Financial Officer Lori Majeski
and Recreation Director Ray Poerio
for their input and reaction.

“It’s important that we know, not
guess” at how the golf facilities are
faring, Mr. Glover said.

“It’s just a matter of getting more
information,” said Councilman Jef-
frey Strauss.

The council will not yet take action
on an agreement to allow township
residents to use the Westfield conser-
vation center on Lamberts Mill Road.
Township officials will first speak
with their Westfield counterparts
about whether last year’s “hold harm-
less” agreement that protected the
Town of Westfield against potential
legal action by Scotch Plains resi-
dents injured while using the conser-
vation site might need to be modified
or done away with, officials said.

Last summer, 24 township residents
bought permits allowing them to use
the 20-acre site to dispose of certain
biodegradable items. An agreement has
been reached for a similar program this
year, but Scotch Plains officials said
they have concerns about the provision
protecting Westfield against lawsuits.
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BOE Filings
would not seek reelection after 10 years
on the board. He opted last year to run
for a one-year un-expired seat rather
than a seat for a full three-year term.

The other seats up this year are
those of Craig Nowlin of Scotch Plains
and Ron O’Connor of Fanwood.

In Westfield, incumbents Ginny Leiz
and Rich Soloman have filed for re-
election, while the other incumbent,
Julia Walker, has picked up but not
returned a nominating petition, dis-
trict spokeswoman Lorre Korecky said.

In Garwood, incumbents Debbie
Courtney and Linda Koenig have filed
for re-election. No other petitions have
been received; incumbent Lisa
Marano has not yet filed for a seat.

The three seats up in Mountainside
are those of Carmine Venes, Raymond
Haggar and Gene Nagel. The secretary
to the board of education, Susan Nugent,
said Chief School Administrator Rich-
ard O’Malley has said no information
would be  releasedd on  filings until the
deadline at 4 p.m. this Monday.

Scotch Plains
Friday, February 16, a resident of

Dogwood Drive reported that some-
one opened up a credit card in her
name and charged several hundred
dollars of merchandise on it.

Friday, February 16, a resident of
Lyde Place reported that someone
took several items worth approxi-
mately $100.

Saturday, February 17, Paul
Boykins, 21, of Scotch Plains was
arrested for an outstanding warrant
of Newark after a field investigation.
He was released to Newark Police
Department.

Saturday, February 17, Rishane
Russell, 27, of Scotch Plains was
arrested on a Union County war-
rant after a motor vehicle stop. He
was released to the Union County
jail.

Saturday, February 17, Faheem
Donaldson, 24, of Irvington was ar-
rested and charged with hindering
apprehension after giving police false
information.

Saturday, February 17, Terrance
Crowley-Clark, 26, of Scotch Plains
was arrested for eluding police after a
motor vehicle violation. He was re-
leased to Essex County authorities on
a no-bail warrant.

Fanwood
Thursday, January 25, Thomas M.

Corrello, Jr., 22, of Plainfield was
arrested following a motor vehicle
stop on Terrill Road for outstanding
warrants out of Plainfield and North
Plainfield.

Friday, January 26, Pamela A.
Marel, 26, of Scotch Plains was ar-
rested following a motor vehicle stop
on Martine Avenue and charged with
driving while intoxicated. She was
processed and released to a respon-
sible adult.

Saturday, January 27, Deanna N.
Wharton, 36, of Linden was arrested
after a motor vehicle stop on South
Avenue on an outstanding Linden
warrant.

Sunday, January 28, Ellis T. Buwa,
52, of Plainfield was arrested on an
outstanding Woodbridge warrant af-
ter a motor vehicle stop.

Tuesday, January 30, Nishit H.
Patel, 28, of Irving, Tex., was arrested
on an outstanding Franklin Township
warrant after a motor vehicle stop on
South Avenue.

Wednesday, January 31, John H.
Carter 3rd, 20, of Plainfield was ar-
rested on an outstanding North
Plainfield warrant after a motor ve-
hicle stop on South Avenue.

Mountainside
Tuesday, February 13, Jason

Solomon, 19, and Christian
Patterson, 19, both of Westfield,
were arrested at 1:07 a.m. and
charged with stealing bread rolls
from outside a deli on Mountain
Avenue.

After responding to a call about
two men unlawfully stealing bread
rolls from the deli, police said the
two men were allegedly spotted near
North Chestnut Street and Moun-
tain Avenue carrying a plastic bag
with bread rolls and were eating the
rolls.

Solomon and Patterson told po-
lice they thought the bread was be-
ing thrown out. They were officially
charged with theft of movable prop-
erty specified as 12 rolls costing
$7.80.

 Police said nine rolls were recov-
ered at the scene, two were allegedly
eaten by the two men and the third
was found in the middle of Moun-
tain Avenue. The bag of bread rolls
was brought back to police head-
quarters where the bread rolls were
tagged, photographed and placed into
evidence.

Tuesday, February 13, Joseph L.
Summers, 39, of Jersey City, was
arrested at the Passaic County Court-
house on a contempt of court warrant
out of Mountainside in the amount of
$2,148.

Tuesday, February 13, a Pembrook
Road resident reported that eggs were
thrown at his 1999 Jeep Grand Chero-
kee. The victim said food has been
thrown at his vehicle on four separate
occasions over the past three months.
He told police he believes the inci-
dents are all related.

Thursday, February 15, Peter Y.
Marques, 39, of Elizabeth was ar-
rested at the Essex County jail on an
outstanding Mountainside warrant.

Thursday, February 15, Anthony J.
Jones, 28, of Gap, Pa. was arrested at
the Essex County jail on an outstand-
ing Mountainside warrant.

Saturday, February 17, Marco An-
tonio A. Eguez-Vargas, 31, of
Clifton was arrested at 2:42 a.m. on
Route 22 East on the Mountainside/
Springfield line and charged with
DWI and refusal to submit to a
breath test. He was initially stopped
for having a cracked mirror and fail-
ure to maintain the traffic lane.

 Sunday, February 18, Christopher
T. Mastalski, 25, of Branchburg, was
arrested and charged with DWI after
police responded to a call of a suspi-
cious vehicle with its parking lights
on in a Route 22 parking lot.

Westfield
Monday, February 12, John Resto,

21, of Elizabeth was arrested during a
motor vehicle stop at Carleton Road
and Ross Place for alleged posses-
sion of less than 50 grams of mari-
juana and on an outstanding Jersey
City warrant for $100. He was re-
leased after posting bail.

Tuesday, February 13, Dwan
Koonce, 21, of North Plainfield was
arrested during a motor vehicle stop
at Scotch Plains Avenue and Drake
Place on an outstanding Newark war-
rant for $125. Koonce was released
after posting bail.

Tuesday, February 13, a resident of
the 500 block of Codding Road re-
ported that during the overnight hours
the mailbox at her residence was dam-
aged through unknown means. The
door to the mailbox was removed
from its hinge.

Tuesday, February 13, Joseph
Wisniewski, 21, of Westfield was ar-
rested on the 1100 block of West
South Avenue on an outstanding
Westfield contempt of court warrant
for assault. He was released after
posting $1,000 bail.

Thursday, February 15, Ricky
Robinson, 28, of Newark was arrested
at the Passaic County jail on two
outstanding warrants, one from
Westfield for $235 and the other from
Newark for $5,000. After he was un-
able to post bail, Robinson was com-
mitted to the Union County jail pend-
ing a court date.

Friday, February 16, Jacquelin
Innes, 24, of South Plainfield was
arrested for alleged DWI pursuant to
a motor vehicle stop at the Route 28
traffic circle. She later was released
to a responsible individual.

Saturday, February 17, Carla
Reagan, 44, of Westfield was arrested
and charged with arson with regards
to the burning of a motor vehicle in
Tamaques Park that day. She was
released on her own recognizance
with commitment to Muhlenberg
Regional Medical Center.

Fanwood Networking
Night Set for Feb. 27
FANWOOD – Area business lead-

ers are invited to a networking night
on Tuesday, February 27 from 6:30 to
9 p.m .at Family Investors, 265 South
Avenue in Fanwood.

Complimentary food and beverages
will provided by Noah Tenenhaus,
retirement specialist at Lord Abbett
and Co. Mr. Tenenhaus will give a
brief talk on new law changes that
allow business owners to shelter more
money from taxes.

Anyone wishing to attend should
contact Steve Goldberg at (908) 322-
1800 or e-mail
stevegoldberg@familyinvestors.com.

see it in color!
timesnj.com


