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Courtesy of Dean Talcott
CABIN FEVER…Fanwood naturalists last Sunday take a brisk two-mile hike in
the Ash Brook swamp. The frozen ground provided access to areas otherwise
seldom traveled, enabling them to spot a dozen wood ducks and two red-tailed
hawks. Pictured, left to right, are: Dean Talcott of the Fanwood Nature Center,
Monica Shimkus of Cranford, Lin Vlasaty, Barbara Earl of South Plainfield,
Jimmy Lynch of Rahway, Linda Talcott, Brenda Kucin of Scotch Plains, Sandy
Redder and Tom Kucin of Scotch Plains. Karen Kotvas of Colonia took the picture.

Freeholders Approve Rail Co.
To Ship Construction Waste

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

ELIZABETH – The Union County
freeholders voted last Thursday to
approve an amendment to the Union
County Solid Waste Management
Plan to include the Delaware and
Hudson Railway Company, Inc.
(D&H) for the transportation of con-
struction, demolition and bulky waste.
D&H currently handles the same type
of waste for Essex County under a
five-year contract that began on Janu-
ary 1, 2006.

The 7-1-1 vote came over the ob-
jections of the National Solid Waste
Management Association, Waste So-
lutions Group/Bridgewater Re-
sources, Inc. and Waste Management
of New Jersey, Inc., as well as the
Somerset County Freeholder Board.
Waste Management and Waste Solu-
tions were among the six bidders that
had sought the Union County’s Utili-
ties Authority’s (UCUA) contract,
which expires in June. Waste Man-
agement has challenged the UCUA’s
contract in state Superior Court.

Opponents argued that permits from
the New Jersey Department of Envi-
ronmental Protection (NJDEP) do not
regulate D&H. Rail firms fall under
the jurisdiction of the federal
government’s Surface Transportation
Board.

Based on the Union County board’s
action, as of June 1, D&H’s Canadian

Pacific Railway transfer station at the
Oak Island Rail Yard in Newark would
be designated to receive Union
County’s bulky waste – items such as
discarded autos, appliances, furni-
ture and tires; construction and demo-
lition waste; dry industrial waste and
vegetative waste. The $50-million
contract runs for five years.

Household waste is transported to
and burned at the county’s Rahway
incinerator.

Waste Management, the current
contractor, has filed a lawsuit against
the UCUA that challenges the award-
ing of the bid to D&H “on the grounds
that D&H’s bid was so materially
flawed that it was non-responsive to
the bid and that the contract should
have been awarded to the only re-
sponsible bidder – Waste Manage-
ment,” according to testimony read
by its attorney, Jane Kozinski.

Ms. Kozinski said that Waste Man-
agement and the other bidders “fell
within the $83-to-$90 per ton” bid
requirement but that D&H’s bid was
$65 per ton.

“The litigation with Waste Man-
agement adds even more scrutiny to
that un-permitted solid-waste trans-
fer operation and is certainly putting
the UCUA’s contract with D&H in
peril,” the Waste Management testi-
mony states.

“If Oak Island is shut down, what
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

SPF BOE Approves $2-Million
Bond for April School Election

By NORDETTE N. ADAMS
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — After the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of
Education approved, by a 7-0-1 tally,
a $2-million bond referendum for vot-
ers to cast ballots on in April’s elec-
tion last Thursday night, applause
thundered through the Evergreen El-
ementary School multi-purpose room.
Approximately 400 parents, students
and other citizens attended the first
half of the open-agenda meeting.

The bond referendum slates funds
to cover Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School’s athletic fields with artificial
turf and to improve the track. The
board approved the “fields” bond with
one abstention. Board member Craig
Nowlin, who abstained, told The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times,
“Given what we’ve heard about legis-
lation (affecting the budget), there’s

not enough information to support
it.”

Mr. Nowlin referred to “the bomb-
shell” dropped at the beginning of the
meeting regarding legislation from
Trenton that puts a 4-percent cap on
property tax increases. At the meeting’s
opening, Business Administrator An-
thony DelSordi said the cap means the
district must reduce its proposed school
tax levy by $1 million.

The new budget projects a $2.5-
million increase from last year. With
$1 million slashed by the 4-percent
cap, the schools in effect need $3.5
million to maintain desired opera-
tions next year, Mr. DelSordi said. If
implemented, the budget changes
might result in loss of staff and in-
creased class size, officials said.

Prior to board approval of the bond,
board member Linda Nelson said that
the community would show its true

values if in April it passes $2 million to
improve athletic fields but later fails to
pass a bond for classroom expansion
or other academic-related needs.

Mr. Nowlin said a failing vote for
classrooms is the possible scenario that
troubles him. He said he is concerned
that all the people who came out for the
fields, particularly fathers, “will not be
around for the facilities (vote).”

At the meeting, fathers lined the
back of the multi-purpose room, stand-
ing and commanding that certain board
members speak louder. With mothers
and student athletes, they cheered on
any board member who spoke favor-
ably about passing the athletic-fields
bond for the full amount in April.

At the board’s January 25 meeting
that had an audience of less than 50
people, members digested a report pre-
pared by Mr. DelSordi recommending
an $800,000 “fields” bond to voters in
a special September election. The re-
port detailed that covering the athletic
fields with artificial turf would cost
about $1.6 million. Track-improvement
costs would run another $400,000, but
that item was already included in the
proposed budget and, therefore, not
recommended for inclusion in the bond.

The report suggested the board ob-
tain the additional funds of about
$750,000 from other sources. One of
the other sources is the SPF Field De-
velopment Foundation, a group of citi-
zens raising money for athletic fields
who some tend to call “the Turf-It
people.” Other potential funding sources
include both municipalities and the
county. Board members still anticipate
funds from these other sources in hopes
that additional funds allow a decrease
in the actual bond amount.

Scotch Plains Mayor Martin Marks
spoke prior to the board approving
the April bond. During the first open
comments period, he said he came as
the parent of two children, as a resi-
dent of Scotch Plains and as a sports
and music enthusiast.

“I am truly amazed at the ground
swell of support for this. I am fully in
favor of this bond referendum in
April,” he said.

“Going in September would be
threading the needle. I’m also pleased
to hear that the board is considering
putting forth the full amount,” Mayor
Marks said.

He said the township already had
money earmarked for improving
fields in the municipality.

“I personally am in favor of the
town contributing to the project. It all
comes out of the same pocket, folks,”
he said, referring to property taxes.

He added that the township would
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
UP-CLOSE VIEW...Using a zoom lens, one can see the top of the 150-foot high
communications tower at the south side Fire Station Number 2 in Scotch Plains,
with antenna elements and the beacon light required for the site to be used for
emergency helicopter landings.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
DINNER TIME...Canada geese enjoy the mild weather Tuesday afternoon as they congregate at LaGrande Park in
Fanwood to feast on the fresh sod.

SP Council Meets With Department
Heads as Budget Process Begins

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The town-
ship council began a series of budget
meetings last week about the $23.3-
million municipal-spending recom-
mendations put forward earlier this
month by Township Manager Tho-
mas Atkins.

During nearly eight hours of meet-
ings, the council met with the heads of
the library, police, fire and building
departments as it discussed Mr. Atkins’
spending proposals, which are 5.8 per-
cent higher than last year’s budget.

Last Thursday, the council met for
nearly two hours with Meg Kolaya,
library director, and Joseph Duff, li-
brary board of trustees president, to
talk about the library’s $1.36-million
budget request. Mr. Atkins said the
library “might be the most unique
appropriation in the budget” because
its funding levels must be in accor-
dance with state law.

Using a formula known as equal-
ized valuation, the township must fund
the library at a fixed percent of the
total value of all property in the town;
Scotch Plains’ value is slightly more
than $4 billion.

“We’re making good use of your
money,” Mrs. Kolaya said, as she
shared figures from the past seven
years, showing increases in catego-
ries such as circulation and loans.

She said the library is involved in
more activities with the Fanwood Li-

brary. The Scotch Plains library, she
said, will open on Sundays from noon
to 4 p.m., from March through Memo-
rial Day and then again from Septem-
ber through the end of the year. The
facility will also open at 8 a.m. on
Wednesdays starting in March. Mrs.
Kolaya said the extra operating hours
are possible because of the 12-percent
increase in funding this year.

On Saturday afternoon, the council
met for more than three-and-a-half
hours with Police Chief Brian
Mahoney about the department’s $5-
million budget request, the largest
segment of the municipal budget. Mr.
Atkins said the largest segment of the
department’s budget request, $4.1
million, is salaries and wages.

“Police officers are expensive,” he
said, “but are important to the town.”
The 46-member police department is

in the third year of a four-year con-
tract with Patrolmen’s Benevolent
Association Local 87.

Chief Mahoney told the council
that “we always request more man-
power” in budget requests, “but we
are aware” of the financial constraints
the township government faces.

Chief Mahoney, who has headed
the department since Chief Mark Zyla
died in October 2005, outlined the
department’s organization, opera-
tions, hiring and staffing practices
and promotion policies. He also spoke
about some of the problems the de-
partment experienced in past years,
particularly “problems with supervi-
sion and communication.”

He said that in 16 months as chief,
he had “made great strides” in im-
proving communication within the

SP Council Dems Seek Golf
Facility Financial Reports

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Council
Democrats said they want to receive
monthly financial reports on how the
township-owned golf course and mini-
golf facility are faring, but Republi-
cans countered that compiling such
reports so frequently would be incon-
clusive and might prove “burdensome.”

At the council’s conference meet-
ing on Tuesday, Democratic Council-
man Kevin Glover said monthly state-
ments “will show how well we’re
doing and whether we’re making
money” at the two facilities.

“Within Scotch Plains, we are op-
erating two businesses,” he said. “And
I think it would be helpful to see a
P&L (profit and loss)  statement
monthly.”

During last year’s municipal elec-
tion campaign, Democrats raised
questions about the expense involved
in operating the mini-golf facility,
which opened last fall.

Mayor Martin Marks said he viewed
the two golf facilities as “services”
rather than businesses. Mr. Glover said
that most towns do not have a munici-

pal-owned golf or mini-golf course.
Councilwoman Nancy Malool chal-

lenged Mr. Glover’s view, saying that if
the golf courses were viewed as busi-
nesses requiring monthly reports, then
perhaps each of the township’s ballfields
should also be subject to similar monthly
reports on their profitability.

Mr. Glover countered by saying
that most towns have fields for base-
ball, soccer and football.

“What if the numbers [on the two
golf facilities] turn out not to be
good?” Mayor Marks asked Mr.
Glover. “What is to be done if we find
they’re operating at a loss?”

Mr. Glover said the council would
then have to decide whether to continue
supporting the facilities or increase user
fees. Later, he said, “I don’t know, since
we haven’t seen any figures.”

The mayor said he wondered what
the real purpose of the reports would
be “beyond not making the money
that was promised,” especially re-
garding the mini-golf facility, which
cost $486,000.

Mr. Glover said the municipal gov-
ernment had claimed the facility would

Candidates File
For Local BOE Seats
AREA – With the deadline for filing

for seats on local boards of educations
approaching this Monday,  three dis-
tricts, with a total of nine open seats,
told The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
that as of Tuesday, five candidates
have filed.

According to the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood BOE, McGinn Elementary
Parent-Teacher Association Vice
President Jane Costello has filed for
one of the three seats up this year.

SP-F BOE President Tom Russo of
Scotch Plains has previously said he
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RVSA Changes Board
Chairman, Receives Awards

By WAYNE BAKER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

RAHWAY — The Rahway Valley
Sewerage Authority (RVSA) Board
of Commissioners last Thursday
voted to change board leadership and
announced two awards for excellence
affecting the authority.

Attilio “Sonny” Venturo, the com-
missioner from Roselle Park, stepped
up from his vice-chairman position
to take over as chairman from James
Murphy, the Cranford commissioner.
Thomas McHale of Kenilworth be-
came vice chairman.

Officials announced that Jean
Manigold, laboratory supervisor for
RVSA, is slated to receive the Labo-
ratory Analyst Excellence Award from
the New Jersey Water Environment
Association (NJWEA). The award
will be presented at the President’s
Luncheon at NJWEA’s annual con-
ference in May in Atlantic City.

RVSA’s gravity-relief sewer project
earned the engineering firm of Paulus,
Sokolowski and Sartor an honor

award for design from the American
Consulting Engineers Council. The
project linked a 6,000-foot long pipe
from the old overflow outflow loca-
tion in Rahway to the sewerage plant.
The pipe was installed using micro-
tunneling technology to minimize
impact on traffic flow and commu-
nity appearance. The award is to be
presented in New Brunswick on
Thursday, March 15, the same night
as next month’s regular meeting.

Improvements to the RVSA’s pro-
cessing plant continue “apace,” with
the next major milestone being the
starting of the new diesel engines in
late March, Interim Executive Direc-
tor Michael Brinker confirmed prior
to the meeting.

Officials said the Township of
Clark’s claims that it is being over-
charged by $42,000 per year for inter-
community assessments are being ad-
dressed through discussion and a study.
A meeting between the authority and
the township scheduled for February
14 was rescheduled to February 16
because of the winter storm. A request
for proposal (RFP) has been issued for
an examination of the methods used to
determine charges to the authority’s
member municipalities. Bids are due
on Wednesday, February 28.

Officials said last week that the
Department of Public Works garage
in Garwood was built over an RVSA
trunk sewer line, violating an ease-
ment. The authority plans to draft an
agreement to ensure continued abil-
ity to access the line while not posing
an excessive burden on the borough.

Officials said they anticipate that
Garwood is not alone in violating
such easements, and they said they
expect the agreement to be a model
for similar situations.

Courtesy of the Union County Prosecutor’s Office
TO CATCH A THIEF…The Union County Prosecutor’s Office has formed a task
force with Morris and Essex counties to apprehend a bank robber dubbed the “mad
hatter.” Above, the suspect wears different hats during two of his 11 robberies.


