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UC Freeholders Approve Rail Co.
To Ship Bulky, Construction Waste

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

ELIZABETH – The Union County
freeholders voted last Thursday to
approve an amendment to the Union
County Solid Waste Management
Plan to include the Delaware and
Hudson Railway Company, Inc.
(D&H) for the transportation of con-
struction, demolition and bulky waste.
D&H currently handles the same type
of waste for Essex County under a
five-year contract that began on Janu-
ary 1, 2006.

The 7-1-1 vote came over the ob-
jections of the National Solid Waste
Management Association, Waste So-
lutions Group/Bridgewater Re-
sources, Inc. and Waste Management
of New Jersey, Inc., as well the
Somerset County freeholder board.
Waste Management and Waste Solu-
tions were among the six bidders that
had sought the Union County’s Utili-
ties Authority’s (UCUA) contract,
which expires in June. Waste Man-
agement has challenged the UCUA’s
contract in state superior court.

Opponents argued that permits from
the New Jersey Department of Envi-
ronmental Protection (NJDEP) do not
regulate D&H. Rail firms fall under
the jurisdiction of the federal
government’s Surface Transportation
Board.

Based on the Union County
board’s action, as of June 1, D&H’s
Canadian Pacific Railway transfer
station at the Oak Island Rail Yard in
Newark would be designated to re-
ceive Union County’s bulky waste –
items such as discarded autos, appli-
ances, furniture and tires; construc-
tion and demolition waste; dry in-
dustrial waste and vegetative waste.
The $50-million contract runs for
five years.

Household waste is transported and
burned at the county’s Rahway incin-
erator.

Waste Management, the current
operator, has filed a lawsuit against
the UCUA that challenges the award-
ing of the bid to D&H “on the grounds
that D&H’s bid was so materially
flawed that it was non-responsive to
the bid and that the contract should

have been awarded to the only re-
sponsible bidder – Waste Manage-
ment,” according to testimony read
by its attorney Jane Kozinski.

Ms. Kozinski said that Waste Man-
agement and the other bidders “fell
within the $83-to-$90 per ton” bid
requirement but that D&H’s bid was
$65 per ton because they do not have
to go through the DEP process.

“The litigation with Waste Man-
agement adds even more scrutiny to
that un-permitted solid-waste trans-
fer operation and is certainly putting
the UCUA’s contract with D&H in
peril,” the Waste Management testi-
mony states.

“If Oak Island is shut down, what
then for Union County?” Ms.
Kozinski questioned.

In addition to the ongoing litiga-
tion, the NJDEP filed a notice on
January 17 for alleged violations
against Canadian Pacific at its Oak
Island facility, the railroad designated
to receive Union County’s waste. The
NJDEP letter to Canadian Pacific
states that the department “has insuf-
ficient information to ascertain
whether this facility is a bona-fide
rail carrier facility.”

In letter to the board, Somerset
Freeholder Director Robert
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Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
WINTER SCENES...Mother Nature displays it beauty last week with snow and
ice covering the pond at Mindowaskin Park in Westfield. Despite the winter
storm, mild winter temperatures did not enable sufficient freezing of the pond this
year to permit ice-skating.

Horace Corbin for The Westfield Leader
ELEGANT FUN...More than 150 area businesspeople pack the James Ward Mansion in Westfield last week during the
Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce’s Valentine’s Day social. Outstanding entertainment was provided by the New
Jersey Youth Theatre to supplement the fine food and beverages served.

Candidates File for Local BOE
Seats; Deadline Approaches

SP Council Holds Off
On WF Conservation

Center Agreement
By FRED T. ROSSI

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS — At its con-
ference meeting on Tuesday, the
Scotch Plains township council said
it would not yet take action on an
agreement to allow township resi-
dents to use the Westfield conserva-
tion center on Lamberts Mill Road.
Scotch Plains officials will first speak
with their Westfield counterparts
about whether last year’s “hold-
harmless” agreement that protected
the Town of Westfield against poten-
tial legal action by Scotch Plains
residents injured while using the con-
servation site might need to be modi-
fied or done away with, officials
said.

Last summer, 24 Scotch Plains resi-
dents bought permits allowing them
to use the 20-acre site to dispose of
certain biodegradable items. An
agreement has been reached for a
similar program this year, but Scotch
Plains officials said they have con-
cerns about the provision protecting
Westfield against lawsuits.

AREA – With the deadline for fil-
ing for seats on local board of educa-
tions approaching this Monday, three
districts, with a total of nine open
seats, told The Westfield Leader that
as of Tuesday afternoon, five candi-
dates had filed.

In Westfield, incumbents Ginny
Leiz and Rich Soloman have filed for
re-election, while the other incum-
bent, Julia Walker, has picked up but
not returned a nominating petition,
according to district spokeswoman
Lorre Korecky.

According to the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood BOE, McGinn Elemen-
tary Parent-Teacher Association
Vice President Jane Costello has
filed for one of the three seats up
this year.

SP-F BOE President Tom Russo of
Scotch Plains had previously said he

would not seek re-election after 10
years on the board. He opted last year
to run for a one-year un-expired seat
rather than a seat for a full three-year
term.

The other seats up this year are
those of Craig Nowlin of Scotch Plains
and Ron O’Connor of Fanwood.

In Garwood, incumbents Debbie
Courtney and Linda Koenig have filed
for re-election. No other petitions have
been received; incumbent Lisa
Marano has not filed for a seat.

The three seats up in Mountainside
are those of Carmine Venes, Raymond
Haggar and Gene Nagel. The secre-
tary to the board of education, Susan
Nugent, said Chief School Adminis-
trator Richard O’Malley has said no
information would be available on
filings until the deadline at 4 p.m. this
Monday.

Courtesy of the Union County Prosecutor’s Office
TO CATCH A THIEF…The Union County Prosecutor’s Office has formed a task
force with Morris and Essex counties to apprehend a bank robber dubbed the
“mad hatter.” Above, the suspect wears different hats during two of his 11
robberies. See story on page 2.

Garwood BOE Announces
March 8 Budget Session
By KATHY MARQUES

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – The Garwood
Board of Education announced at its
Tuesday-night board meeting that a
workshop meeting would be held on
Thursday, March 8, regarding the
tentative school budget and the an-
nual budget.

A public hearing on the budget is
scheduled for Thursday, March
29.The annual school elections will
be held on Tuesday, April 17, from 2
to 9 p.m. District one voters will cast
ballots at the Garwood Fire House;
district two residents will vote at the
municipal building and district three
voters will vote the Garwood Public
Library.

During Tuesday’s meeting, the
board approved two ordinances hon-
oring the passings of Frank Cicarell
and Carol Larson. Mr. Cicarell, 79,
was a member of the Rahway Board
of Education and the Union County
Educational Services Commission
(UCESC). He was employed by Eliza-
beth High School for more than 55
years.

“We send our condolences to Mr.

Cicarell’s family,” UCESC represen-
tative Linda Koenig said.

BOE President Adele Lewis spoke
about Ms. Larsen, who was a senior
field representative for the New Jer-
sey School Boards Association since
1988 and served as Garwood’s repre-
sentative since 1999.

“We are deeply saddened over her
passing,” Ms. Lewis said. “She pro-
vided a great service to the BOE. We
would like to express our condolences
to the family members of these two
people (who) passed away,” Ms.
Lewis said.

Superintendent of Schools Will-
iam Murphy spoke regarding a Feb-
ruary 8 article in The Star Ledger
entitled “2006 Report Card,” which
had data from New Jersey public
schools.

“The two main factors for Garwood
were that test scores have remained
steady, which we’re happy to see,”
Mr. Murphy said, “and on the finan-
cial end, that administrative costs have
declined.”

Officials announced that a Drug
Abuse Resistance Education

MS Council OKs $3-Mil. Bond,
Increases Pool Memberships

By GINA LEVINE-LEVY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE — The
Mountainside Borough Council on
Tuesday night adopted a $3-million
bond ordinance for road improve-
ments, increased pool membership
fees and made appointments to the
borough’s planning board.

The bond ordinance will be used
towards the third phase of the
borough’s road-improvement pro-
gram. Officials said the New Jersey
Department of Community Affairs
must approve the ordinance before it
is utilized.

Councilman Keith Turner, who
filled in for the absent Mayor Robert
Viglianti, said the state has already
acknowledged the supplemental debt
statement for the ordinance.

At last month’s meeting, Mayor
Viglianti said the borough had not yet
determined which roads would be
improved during this phase of the
program. He said Borough Engineer
Michael Disko would compile a list
of roads that need work. That list will
be announced in the spring, officials
said.

The council introduced an ordi-
nance appropriating $180,000 to re-
surface a portion of Central Avenue.
Officials said the full amount would
be reimbursed from state Department
of Transportation funding.

Council members adopted an ordi-
nance increasing membership fees
for the Mountainside Community
Pool to $255 for family member-
ships, $130 for single plans and $90
for seniors.

The council also adopted an ordi-
nance establishing the position of
website coordinator at an annual sti-
pend of $2,600. The governing body
had previously approved Assistant
Recreation Director Adam Lieb as
the coordinator, a role he will assume
in addition to his recreation depart-

ment duties.
The governing body passed a reso-

lution appointing Jeffrey Wass to the
borough’s planning board. Mr. Wass
was previously an alternate member.
The council also approved David
Friedenberg to a one-year term as an
alternate member of the board.

Other resolutions passed included
one renewing the contract with
BandK Concession for operating the
community pool’s snack bar at
$6,790, granting $250 veteran de-
ductions each to four property own-
ers for the 2006 tax year and grant-
ing a $250 senior-citizen deduction
to one property owner for the 2006
tax year.

The body also introduced ordi-
nances to issue $20,429 for the pur-
chase of a new police sport-utility
vehicle and to amend the current
policy regarding public vital-statis-
tics records.

In other business, Councilman Paul
Mirabelli encouraged residents to
view a “new and improved” local TV-
35, which he said would include local
weather, traffic and public-service
announcements.

“I think you’ll see a very big im-
provement,” he said.

The council also acknowledged
Governor Livingston High School
varsity basketball player and borough
resident Thomas Amalfe. The athlete
is the first borough resident to score
1,000 or more career points.

Thomas also broke the school’s
scoring record of 1,110 points. As of
Tuesday, he had scored 1,265 points.

He will be honored tomorrow
evening, Friday, February 23, at
Deerfield School during Spirit Night.
The event begins at 5:30 p.m.

“It’s a very good community event,”
Mr. Mirabelli said.

The council holds meetings on the
second and third Tuesdays of each
month at 8 p.m. at borough hall.

WF Council Reviews Raffle Process,
Creates Four Traffic Hot Spots

By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – The town council
debated the merits of continuing to
require its oversight on raffle-license
approval at Tuesday night’s confer-
ence session. In addition, the council
discussed an organizational change
at the department of public works
(DPW) and four new traffic hot spots
to be evaluated.

Town Clerk Claire Gray said the
“state no longer requires council ap-
proval for raffle licenses if you wish,”
allowing her to handle the process if
the council consented. She said in
terms of “benefits,” if council ap-
proval weren’t needed, two weeks
would be cut off an applicant’s ap-
proval time.

After receiving local consent, a li-
cense goes to the state, where a 15-

day process ensues before it is ap-
proved. In 2006, Westfield approved
32 raffles. The year before, it ap-
proved 25.

Third Ward Councilman Mark
Ciarrocca said he supports anything
that “makes volunteers’ lives easier.”

First Ward Councilman Sal Caruana
suggested a caveat whereby any new
applicant, who the town “has no his-
tory with,” would still have his or her
license come before the council.

Town Attorney Robert Cockren
said, “I don’t know how you would
draw a distinction legally.”

Following up on Mr. Caruana’s
proposal, Fourth Ward Councilman
Tom Bigosinski suggested “specifi-
cally identifying the group (of repeat
applicants) and exempt them from
the approval requirement.”

Fellow Fourth Ward Councilman
Jim Foerst responded, “We’ll have
particular volunteer groups named in
our town code that are going to be
there for the next 100 years? We’re in
the process of re-codification.”

Agreeing with Mr. Ciarrocca, Third
Ward Councilman Dave Haas said,
“Any time we can cut the red tape out
of the process, we should jump at the
chance.”

Ms. Gray said the town has never
denied a raffle license and noted that
a police check is required of the ap-
plicant.

Mr. Caruana said, “What I’m con-
cerned about is the true non-profit
nature of these organizations. To the
extent that we don’t require financials,
to the extent that we’re not sure if they
have bylaws, to the extent we’re not
sure if they have annual meetings where
they elect their officers (as opposed to
being self appointed), we should re-
ally be sure that these organizations
are run for the benefit of their member-
ship and fulfilling their charters. It’s a
matter of due diligence.”

Second Ward Councilwoman Jo
Ann Neylan said, “We shouldn’t
micromanage. The state is regulating
it. If a red flag arises, Claire (Gray)
has to bring it to the mayor…It’s
ridiculous. Claire still has her ap-
proval. We’re making a federal case
over nothing.”

Public Safety, Transportation and
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Courtesy of Kris McAloon
ON THE ROAD AGAIN...The map above shows improvements that Westfield’s
department of public works has made to town roads over the past 22 years. For
a full, color version of the map, see goleader.com/features.


