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Summit to Present NJ
Premiere of Living Out
WESTFIELD – Living Out, a 2003

play by Lisa Loomer about the rela-
tionship between rich suburban
women and their Latina nannies, will
have its New Jersey premiere at the
Summit Playhouse on February 23.

The play’s director, Michael Driscoll,
calls Living Out “a bitingly funny and
deeply poignant play, combining the
dilemmas of young motherhood with
the universal aspects of class struggle.”

The play features Beth Painter of
Westfield as Nancy, a wealthy liberal
lawyer and new mom.

Living Out opens the weekend of
February 23 and 24 and will have
performances on March 2, 3 and 4,
and March 8, 9 and 10 at 8 p.m., with
a 2 p.m. matinee on March 4.

The matinee is also an audio-de-
scribed, signed assistive-listening
performance.

The Summit Playhouse is located
at 10 New England Avenue and is a
fully handicap-accessible theater.
Tickets are $17.

For more information and to pur-
chase tickets, call (908) 273-2192.

Town Book Store
Hosts Annie Modesitt
WESTFIELD – The Town Book

Store, at its new location at 270 East
Broad Street (corner of East Broad
and Elmer Streets), will host a meet-
and-greet book signing for Annie
Modesitt on Saturday, February 17.

Ms. Modesitt will appear from 2 to
4 p.m. to autograph copies of her
most recent work, “Men Who Knit
and The Dogs Who Love Them: 30
Great-Looking Designs for Man and
His Best Friend.”

This book is about men who knit
and their dogs. It’s a collection of
projects for men and dogs ranging
from sweaters and hats and scarves to
dog beds, leashes and dog saddle-
bags. It’s a collection of knitting
projects that features strong, colorful
and masculine designs that will ap-
peal to men of all ages, plus compan-
ion items for their four-legged friends.

For more information, visit her
website at anniemodesitt.com.

Anyone unable to attend this event
can call The Town Book Store at
(908) 233-3535 and reserve an
autographed copy of Ms. Modesitt’s
recent work.

Program Showcases
Afr. Amer. Filmmakers

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains Public Library will present
“Underneath the Harlem Moon: Afri-
can-Americans in the early years of
Cinema” on Wednesday, February 21,
at 7 p.m.

African-Americans have been a pres-
ence in the history of cinema since its
beginning. Local film and video archi-
vist Russell School will present a brief
survey, showcasing the pioneering work
of black actors and filmmakers from
the first half of the 20th century.

The program will be held in the
library’s community room. All pro-
grams at the library are free and open
to all interested participants. The
Scotch Plains Library is located at
1927 Bartle Avenue, one block from
Park Avenue in the center of town.

For further information or direc-
tions, call (908) 322-5007.

Mountainside Students Show
Off at First Annual Art Gala

By LINDA B. CONDRILLO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MOUNTAINSIDE – It’s no secret
that Principal Robert Burkhardt loves
the arts. He’s performed on the pi-
ano in the Deerfield School’s talent
shows and is a regular fixture at the
annual school play. So it shouldn’t
come as any surprise that he would
be behind the scenes of the
Mountainside School District’s “first
annual” Art Gala last Thursday
evening.

The collaborative brainchild of Mr.
Burkhardt and art teacher Lynn
Slotkin was intended to highlight
the artwork of every student at
Deerfield, which houses the district’s
third- through eighth-grade student
body.

At the event, Mrs. Slotkin told The
Westfield Leader and The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times, “We both
wanted to do an art show because we
felt people didn’t get a chance to see
the full scope of what was going on in
the art room. We hope to do this next
year and include the Beechwood
School as well.”

Mrs. Slotkin also said she had “tre-
mendous support” from a volunteer
team of teachers that worked tire-
lessly after school, setting up the art-
work and coordinating a reception
for parents and children in the media
center.

Guests entered the school after the
sun had set and walked through hall-
ways, which were transformed into a
sea of still-lifes and collages. The
cafeteria was unrecognizable. Tem-

porary walls divided the room in half
and were bedecked with paintings
and drawings, giving it a museum-
like feel.

Mrs. Slotkin noted that her new
kiln, which was funded in large part
by the Mountainside PTA, enabled
her students to produce an array of
pottery this year. Sculptures, bowls
and vases were displayed alongside

Not Half Bad: Pencil drawing of Jessica Simpson by eighth grader Natalie Condrillo.

other media, including some very
special soft wares.

Pillows depicting self-portraits and
counted cross-stitch lined the tables
outside of the media center. Pastel
patchwork quilts, strung on a clothes-
line above, covered the walls. The
students worked on the projects uti-
lizing 10 new sewing machines and
a new sewing table, which were also
donated by the PTA.

The quilts were made by the eighth
graders in the Family and Consumer
Science class and will be donated to a
good cause. Elena Bentey, who heads
the department formerly known as

Home Economics, told the newspa-
per she received a grant from the
Mountainside Education Foundation
for the purchase of all the materials
used for the quilts.

This afforded the upperclassman
the opportunity to participate in
Project Linus – a non-profit organi-
zation whose mission is to provide
warmth and comfort to children who

are seriously ill or traumatized,
through the gifts of new, handmade
blankets.

Mrs. Bentey will deliver the quilts
to the Somerset Medical Center,
where she will hand them off to a
nurse coordinator for Project Linus.

Like art, software comes in many
forms. At high-tech Deerfield, no
show would be complete without Wi
Fi.

Even the art room is fully loaded.
Using one of Mrs. Slotkin’s
Macbook laptops and the computer
program iMovie, seventh graders
Peter Goggi and Vinnie Bennett
blended music and art for a show on
the big screen.

The pair created a synchronized
slideshow, downloading notable art-
work from the Internet and then
photographing and uploading origi-
nal artwork by Deerfield students.
Set to music, the podcast was pro-
jected onto an oversize movie
screen, which was hooked up to the
Macbook.

James Patterson, a seventh grader
who considers himself to be “super
involved,” assisted with the project.
He told the newspaper, “I like doing
stuff with computers, technology and
art, and I like being involved in my
school.”

While the podcast was entertain-
ing, there is also something to be said
about the silence in the normally deaf-
ening middle school. There was a
special quiet, as parents and children
milled around the art, at times agape.

The following morning, the buzz in
the school office was all about the
success of the show, and how extraor-
dinarily well the children behaved.

Guidance counselor Barbara
Komoroski remarked, “The children
really rose to the occasion.”

The tessellation artist M.C. Escher
once said, “We adore chaos because
we love to produce order.” If that’s
the case, this is one show that will
definitely go on. And on and on.

Pretty as a flower: Clay wall pocket
by Katya Alvarez-Rodriques

Westfield Symphony Orchestra’s
Valentine’s Concert Offers Variety

By BRAD TINFOW
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – “Valentine – Asian
Style” was the title of the February 10
concert performed by the Westfield
Symphony Orchestra (WSO) at the
First Presbyterian Church. Music Di-
rector David Wroe conducted a varied
program, with compositions by Johann
Strauss, Jr., composer-in-residence
Zhou Long, Debussy and Mozart.

Strauss’ On the Beautiful Blue
Danube began the program on a light-
hearted note. The technically strong
performance was on the more rigid
end of the tempo flexibility scale, as
Mr. Wroe seemed a bit cautious in his
interpretation, perhaps due to limited
rehearsal time.

An additional Strauss work, Thou-
sand and One Nights, was originally
scheduled but scratched from the pro-
gram.

Zhou Long’s “Poems from Tang,”
written in 1995, was the centerpiece
of the evening. It consisted of three
movements, which, according to the
composer, were “inspired by the
works of poets from the Tang dy-
nasty.” The poems were written in the
eighth and ninth centuries.

Mr. Long scored the piece for string
quartet and orchestra. The able Shang-
hai String Quartet, currently quartet-
in-residence at Montclair State, was
the featured team of soloists.

Program notes by the composer gave
some insight to his creative process
regarding these movements, in which
he tried to “combine ancient Chinese
and Western musical traditions into a
coherent and personal statement.” The
notes were somewhat helpful in giv-
ing some context to the piece, but
20th-century works generally require
repeated listening for even a trained
ear to fully appreciate.

The first movement, “Old Fisher-
man,” began quietly with the four solo-
ists playing Oriental-sounding melo-
dies, at times plucking and sliding in
imitation of a Chinese zither. Under-
neath this sound layer, cellos and basses
in the orchestra plucked in accompani-
ment. The movement built to a peak
and ended with the soloists in a whisper
in a similar fashion to the beginning.

The second movement “Hearing the
Monk Xun play the Qin” began quietly
with the soloists again, this time pro-
ducing sounds in imitation of nature,
along with regular bell tolls. Quickly
moving woodwind passages followed,
leading to a more violent full orchestra
section with blasts from the tympani.

After the quietude returned, an-
other faster section suddenly intruded,
including string tremolos and out-
bursts from brass and tympani. The
contrasting serene and violent pas-
sages worked to great dramatic ef-
fect. The movement ended with the
soloists fading to silence.

The final movement, “Song of Eight
Unruly Tipsy Poets,” was the most
rapid and dissonant of the three, but
also at times most Western sounding.
In terms of orchestral texture, there
were repeated full-orchestra passages
that reminded of Stravinsky, and
unisons reminiscent of Bartók.

There was more rhythmic elastic-
ity, more changes in meter and an
abundance of offbeat accents in the
orchestra. After a build to the most
climactic section in the piece, the
quartet finished with high harmonic
passages and ended in serenity.

The audience responded with a re-
sounding affirmation of applause for
a stellar job of conducting by Mr.

Wroe. He then recognized the work’s
creator, Mr. Long, who stood to ac-
knowledge the audience from the rear
of the balcony.

The concert was well attended, but at
least one third of the seats were empty.

After the intermission, Mr. Wroe
led the orchestra in one of the most
original gems in the orchestral litera-
ture, Debussy’s Prelude to the After-
noon of a Faun.

The piece was beautifully played
from start to finish, with special ku-
dos going to the wind players, whose
solos and intimate ensemble playing
made the performance extraordinary.

The first flautist, who introduces early
every invocation of the thematic ker-
nel, deserves special mention.

There were one or two brief mo-
ments when the ensemble playing did
not seem entirely together. A remedy
could have been for Mr. Wroe to
subdivide his beat during those pas-
sages for more explicit communica-
tion. At other times, solo lines suf-
fered from too little rhythmic flex-
ibility on the part of the conductor,

and these passages lost their inherent
quasi-improvisatory character.

Mozart’s penultimate Symphony
no. 40 in G minor ended the program.
Mr. Wroe, who has undoubtedly con-
ducted this piece many times, led the
orchestra from memory.

Any piece by Mozart in a minor
key is always a treat because of the
greater harmonic and melodic palette
at his disposal. In both the first and
final movements, the secondary
themes are introduced in the relative
major and return in the tonic minor,
giving them a totally different char-
acter, and lending a more serious fi-
nality to their endings. The minor
mode also provides greater opportu-
nity for chromatic melody.

Mozart employed counterpoint for
dramatic effect in his mature works.
The best example in this symphony is
in the final movement, in which the
principal theme in the development
section builds to a fugal high point.

Mr. Wroe characteristically took
the repeat of the exposition in the first
movement, but not in the final move-
ment. The tempos were moderate
enough to allow him to attain the
detail, precision and effects he re-
quired. The result was a fine render-
ing of an often-performed work.

After the final chords of the sym-
phony, an appreciative audience
clapped vigorously for a full evening
of music, with the applause building
as more and more people rose from
their seats. They seemed to recognize
the quality of what they had heard
and what a gift this orchestra brings
to their town.

Trailside Features New
‘Night Theater’ Attraction

MOUNTAINSIDE –The newly
renovated Trailside Nature and Sci-
ence Center in Mountainside features
The Night Theater, a seven-minute
multi-dimensional presentation that
takes a person on a walk through the
woods at night.

Along the way, a person will meet
animals, birds and insects that find
the evening hours to their liking.
Produced by Monadnock Media,
Inc. of Sunderland, Mass., this ac-
tivity is aimed at children of all
ages.

Along with the Night Theater, visi-
tors can experience new “Please
Touch” exhibits, which are part of the
center’s renovation and remodeling
completed last September.

Each exhibit illustrates the natural
wonders of the Watchung Reserva-
tion – the 2,000-acre preserve that is
home to Trailside. The public can
view the 34-foot-tall beech tree that
greets people upon arrival and look

among its branches for hidden ani-
mals and birds.

Visitors can listen to the bubbling
waterfall at the base of the tree and
get an up-close view of the live turtles,
snakes and fish that swim in the newly
created ponds.

Trailside Nature is located at 452
New Providence Road in
Mountainside. Admission to the ex-
hibits is free every day between the
hours of noon and 5 p.m. Workshops,
classes and special events are ongo-
ing throughout the year.

For further information, call (908)
789-3670 or visit the Union County
website at ucnj.org.

Children’s Specialized
Hospital Hosts Teen Arts

MOUNTAINSIDE – The Union
County Board of Chosen Freeholders
announced that the Children’s Spe-
cialized Hospital, located at 150 New
Providence Road in Mountainside, is
hosting the Teen Arts 2006 Touring
Exhibit through March 9.

Exhibiting students from local mu-
nicipalities are:

Mountainside
Deerfield School-Mallory Corrigan

Scotch Plains
Union County Vo-Tech- Ernst Labady
Union County Vo-Tech- Joseph Foster

Hillcrest Academy- Angel Diaz

Westfield
Edison Intermediate- Melissa Littman

Edison Intermediate- Jessica Margolies
Beadleston High School- Jose Albino

The exhibit consists of 57 pieces of
art selected from more than 600 vi-
sual art works shown at the 2006
Union County Teen Arts Festival, held
last March at Union County College.

The annual event is coordinated by
the Union County Office of Cultural
and Heritage Affairs in the Depart-
ment of Economic Development and
is hosted by Union County College.

For more information about the
Teen Arts program, contact the Union
County Office of Cultural and Heri-
tage Affairs at 633 Pearl Street, Eliza-
beth 07202; call (908) 558-2550 or e-
mail culturalinfo@ucnj.org. NJ Re-
lay service users should call 711.

See it all on the web in color . . .
www.goleader.com

To learn more visit our website at
www.artcenternj.org

68 Elm St., Summit, NJ 07901• (908) 273-9121

Art Workshops & Classes
ALL AGES • ALL LEVELS          OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

Ceramics ~ Jewelry ~ Painting ~ Drawing ~ Photo
Digital Art ~ Sculpture ~ And More!
Held in our State of the Art Studios

Photographer Ewald to
Present First Solo Show

WESTFIELD – Westfield photog-
rapher Andrea Ewald will present her
first solo photography exhibit at the
New Providence Memo-
rial Library. “Colors of
New Mexico” will be on
display in the West Wing
Reading Room from
March 1 to 31.

There will be an open-
ing reception with refresh-
ments on Sunday, March
4, from 2 to 4 p.m. A na-
tive of Germany, Ms
Ewald, who holds a de-
gree in English linguis-
tics, has lived in Westfield
for the past six years.

Her interest in photog-
raphy goes back a long time, but she
only “got serious” about it a year-
and-a-half ago. Ms. Ewald took the
12 images in “Colors of New Mexico”
in and around Taos and Santa Fe,

N.M. in October 2005, where she
participated in a photography work-
shop taught by Berkeley Heights pho-

tographer Nancy Ori.
“I can find something

to photograph almost any-
where, but coming to the
Southwest was special be-
cause of the intensity of
the colors and the light
there and the beauty of the
Adobe architecture,” she
said.

The New Providence
Memorial Library is lo-
cated at 377 Elkwood
Avenue. Library hours
are Monday, Tuesday
and Thursday from 9

a.m. to 9 p.m.; Wednesday, Friday
and Saturday from 9 a.m. to 5:30
p.m.; and Sunday from 1 to 5 p.m.
The library’s phone number is (908)
665-0311.

Andrea Ewald- “Diagonals”

Erratum
CRANFORD – In last week’s

review of the Cranford Dramatic
Club’s production of Arthur
Miller’s The Crucible, an actor’s
name was misspelled.

Identified as “Chris Gibbons,”
Christopher C. Gibbs played the
role of John Proctor.

We regret the error.

Coffee With Conscience
Presents Pop Artists

WESTFIELD – The Coffee With
Conscience Concert Series continues
its seventh season by presenting three
pop artists – Scott Moore, Jim Boggia
and Mike Viola – on a triple bill.

The concert will take place at the
First United Methodist Church of
Westfield, located at 1 East Broad
Street (corner of North Avenue) in
Westfield, on Saturday, February 17.
Doors will open at 7:30 p.m., and the
concert begins at 8. Admission is
$15.

All net proceeds from the concert
will be donated to HomeFirst (for-
merly known as the Interfaith Coun-
cil for the Homeless).

Mr. Moore is the founder and host
of the Writer’s Hang performance
series, which takes place in Hoboken
on the first Thursday night of each
month. Mr. Moore will be the host of
the evening’s show – “Writer’s Hang
Style” – joined by his two friends Mr.
Boggia and Mr. Viola.

The three songwriters will each
take turns playing their own songs,
peppered with cover tunes as well.

Each will add guitar, piano or back-
ing vocals to flesh out the sounds of
the one who is performing.

The Coffee With Conscience Con-
cert Series is a 10-show series run-
ning from September through June
at the First United Methodist Church
of Westfield. For more information
about the series, the upcoming per-
formance or ways in which to get
involved with the series, visit
coffeewithconscience.org.

The public can call the concert
hotline at (908) 412-9105 or send a e-
mail to concerts4causes@aol.com.
Volunteers are always needed.

Art Becomes You: Aspiring artist Cooper Truman’s rendition of fellow sixth
grade classmate T.J. Nicholson.


