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AG, ABC Unveil Underage
Drinking Awareness Program

TRENTON – New Jersey Attorney
General Stuart Rabner and Division
of Alcoholic Beverage Control Di-
rector Jerry Fischer have announced
a new program for high-school se-
niors designed to increase their aware-
ness about the dangers of underage
drinking during the upcoming prom
and graduation season.

Entitled “Proms and Alcohol Don’t
Mix,” the initiative asks high-school
seniors to create scripts for 30-sec-
ond television public service an-
nouncements. The winning spot will
be produced and distributed to local
television stations. The winning
school’s students will have a chance
to appear in the spot or assist in its
production or editing.

A number of additional entries will
also be chosen as runner-ups. Stu-
dents who participate in developing
the winning entry and the runner-up
entries will be invited to a party in
their honor at Drumthwacket, the
Governor’s residence, in Princeton.

“High-school proms and gradua-
tions are important milestones in
young people’s lives, and we want
seniors to celebrate safely,” Mr.
Rabner said. “We hope this project
will help save precious lives by caus-
ing our students to focus on the dan-
gers of underage drinking.”

“We are grateful for the assistance
of the Department of Education and
Commissioner Lucille Davy in get-
ting this project out to the schools,”
he said.

According to the New Jersey De-
partment of Human Services’ 2003
Household Survey on Drug Use and
Health, approximately 11 percent of
young people tried alcohol for the first
time between the ages of 12 and 14,
while 31 percent drank alcohol for the

first time between the ages of 15 and 17,
and 31 percent used alcohol for the first
time between the ages of 18 and 20.

Additionally, national reports, as
well as state surveys, indicate the role
parents must play in helping their
children stay free from the dangers of
underage alcohol use. A 2005 study
by the National Survey of American
Attitudes on Substance Abuse said
that 80 percent of parents questioned
said their children did not attend par-
ties where alcohol and marijuana were
available, but half of the 17-year-olds
responding said drinking and drug
use do occur at house parties.

Mr. Fischer noted that this new effort
would provide one more tool in the
state’s fight against underage drinking.

“The Division of Alcoholic Bever-
age Control is working to combat un-
derage alcohol use on many different
fronts,” Mr. Fischer said. “By using
public education programs, commu-
nity-awareness efforts and law-en-
forcement initiatives, we can create an
environment that keeps young people
free from the tragedies often associ-
ated with underage drinking.”

A letter was sent to all high-school
principals this week, asking the
schools to have their senior students
work together on teams to develop
the television scripts. The scripts must
reflect originality and creativity, and
they must be easily produced. Details
of each “scene,” such as location,
time and specific dialogue, must be
included in the entries.

Scripts must be submitted to the Di-
vision of Alcoholic Beverage Control
no later then Friday, March 30. The
winning entry will be selected in April,
and production will begin immediately.
Program criteria is available on the
division’s website at nj.gov/lps/abc.
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Union County Begins Study
To Stimulate Job Creation

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ELIZABETH – A three-phase
study, aimed at helping Union County
develop a strategic plan for workforce
opportunities based on the current
and future needs of county’s employ-
ers, is expected to be completed by
October.

Kathy Krepcio, executive director
of the John J. Heldrich Center for
Workforce Development at Rutgers
University’s Bloustein School of Plan-
ning and Public Policy, told the county
freeholder board last Thursday that
the first of phase would be completed
by the fall. She said it would gather
data and “really look at the economic
side” of the county’s workforce.

“Our intention is to start next
month,” Ms. Krepcio told board mem-
bers. She said the first phase would
focus on “key industries for the
county’s future economic growth.”

According to a copy of the Union
County Workforce Competitiveness
Project, the Heldrich Center “will
work to help strategically develop
Union County’s economy by enlist-
ing the skills of [the] local workforce,
business and educational partners to
expand employment and advance-
ment opportunities for workers and
ultimately stimulate the creation of
jobs.” The Heldrich Center will work
closely with the county’s Work In-
vestment Board.

The first phase will include a re-
view of economic and workforce de-
velopment reports and interviews with
county officials and “key stakehold-
ers” to identify “economic activities
and investments being undertaken”
that would impact the county’s
economy. During the second phase,
Heldrich representatives will profile
the county’s workforce, as well as its
education/research and development
institutions, and interview with se-
nior executives of major county em-
ployers “to identify occupations and
industries likely to grow significantly
in the next three to five years.”

Under the third phase, which con-
sultants expect will take a year to
complete, a workforce-related strate-
gic plan will be created. Under this
phase, alliances will be developed with
businesses, government and educa-
tion institutions in the county, accord-
ing to the Heldrich Center proposal.

“This (study) will give us a roadmap
on how to proceed in the future,”
Frank Guzzo, director of the county’s
Department of Human Services, said.

The first two phases will cost
$96,450 and will be paid for through
existing Community Block Grant
funds, Frank Guzzo told The Westfield
Leader and The Times. The last phase
carries a $50,610 price tag.

In other business, board members
questioned Harold Gibson, the
county’s Department of Public Safety
director, concerning a resolution to
increase a contract with Trinitas Hos-
pital in Elizabeth by $600,000 to $1.8
million to provide emergency ser-
vices to inmates at the Union County
jail and juvenile detention center. Mr.
Gibson said the resolution appropri-
ates money for this year, which was

approved by the freeholders in 2005.
“They (inmates) get first-class

treatment…So, we – the taxpayers –
are picking up this cost,” Freeholder
Dan Sullivan said.

Mr. Guzzo said the county spent
$400,000 last year for two inmates
who had to be taken to St. Michael’s
Medical Center in Newark with pre-
existing cardiac conditions.

“This is a perfect example of some-
thing we have no control over,” Mr.
Sullivan said.

The board also considered a reso-
lution to increase funding by $10,000
in the Juan Espinoza vs. Union County
lawsuit. The increase brings the total
legal fees paid to Scheck, Price, Smith
& King of Morristown to $197,500.
The county has spent more than
$330,174 in legal fees in the case to
date (not including the $10,000), ac-
cording to county spokesman
Sebastian D’Elia.

An appeals court judge recently
upheld the county’s lower-court vic-
tory in the case. Mr. Espinosa, a former
county corrections officer, had
charged he was terminated as retalia-
tion for testimony he gave against
other corrections officers in a 1998
legal matter.

The board also reviewed a resolu-
tion to approve a $1.3-million con-
tract to Emerald Technologies, LLC,
of Edison to provide a closed-circuit
television surveillance system for the
county’s 18 park facilities and to pro-
vide maintenance on the system for
one year.

Freeholder Al Mirabella, chairman
of the board’s fiscal committee, told
The Leader/Times that the committee
has scheduled meetings to review the
proposed $413-million Union County
executive budget on Wednesdays, Feb-
ruary 21 and 28; Saturday, February
24, and Thursday, March 8. The night
meetings begin at 5:30 p.m.; the Satur-
day meeting starts at 9 a.m.

Anti-War Film Set
Feb. 16 at WF Church
WESTFIELD — The public is in-

vited to view and discuss the movie
“Iraq For Sale” tomorrow, February
16, at 7:30 p.m. at the First United
Methodist Church of Westfield
(FUMC) at 1 East Broad Street.

Refreshments will be served after
the film. The Union County Peace
Council (UCPC) will sponsor the
event as part of its free “Films for
Change” series.

“Iraq For Sale” is a documentary
by director Robert Greenwald, whose
other films include “Wal-Mart: The
High Cost of Low Price,” “Uncov-
ered” and “Outfoxed” (a critique of
Fox News).

The movie portrays a view of those
greatly affected by the war – widows
and children, soldiers and truck driv-
ers. It criticizes interconnections be-
tween private corporations, security
and reconstruction contracts in Iraq
and those in power.

This film claims to expose “those
who would prefer to stay hidden.” It
questions what it terms the misuse of
funds, lack of equipment and protec-
tive armor, and role of mercenary
corporations. It attacks the Bush ad-
ministration over the billions of dol-
lars spent and “questions unaccount-
ability and waste.”

The next scheduled film for the
public by the UCPC at the FUMC
will be “Peaceable Kingdom” on Fri-
day, March 16 at 7:30 p.m.

Attendees can use the parking lot
on Ferris Place off Prospect Street
and enter the church by the side door.

For more information about the
films and UCPC, call Diane at
(908) 233-7344,  e-mail
unioncountypeacecouncil@gmail.com
or visit unioncountypeace.org.

NJ Public Advocate
Critiques Elec. Rates
TRENTON — New Jersey Public

Advocate Ronald Chen last week
commented on the New Jersey Board
of Public Utilities’ (BPU) announce-
ment of the results of the 2007 Basic
Generation Services (BGS) auction
of electric power for New Jersey con-
sumers. The auction of electric power
results show increases in rates that
range from 10.5 to 14.2 percent among
New Jersey’s four electric distribu-
tion utilities.

“Today’s announcement by the BPU
that there is yet another substantial
increase in the cost of electricity in
New Jersey is going to hit families and
business hard,” Mr. Chen said. “The
Department of the Public Advocate
and its rate counsel [are] committed to
examining New Jersey’s current sys-
tem for buying electricity. Just yester-
day, I released a public statement seek-
ing the return of $130 million in rate-
payer money that PSE&G has refused
to return to ratepayers All these deci-
sions must be closely examined to
ensure that ratepayers are getting the
best deal possible.”

RIDING CLOTHES…Rachel Baris at Watchung Stable helps Monica Cioppettini
of Summit with jodphurs available at the annual Equestrian Clothing Consign-
ment Sale. The public is invited to the sale on Saturday, March 3, at 1160 Summit
Lane, Mountainside. The Watchung Stable Auxiliary uses the proceeds to assist
programs and horses at the stable. For more information, call (908) 789-3665.

Fanwood CPA Sets Free
Comm. Program for Feb. 28
FANWOOD — The Fanwood

Community Policing Alliance (CPA)
announces an educational program
entitled “Real Facts, Real Life” to be
held at the Forest Road park building
in Fanwood on Wednesday, February
28, beginning at 7 p.m. The program
is free of charge, and the CPA invites
the public to attend.

“We are providing a two-topic pre-
sentation that we believe covers prob-
ably two of the most important sub-
jects a parent can discuss with their
child,” said Sgt. Tom Jedic of the
Fanwood CPA.

This presentation is targeted to-
wards high-school seniors and those
getting ready to attend college. It
discusses safety strategies for col-
lege-bound young women and, sec-
ondly, the true dangers of drugs and
alcohol. Guest speakers will be Lorrie
McGough of the Union County Rape
Crisis Center and prevention educa-
tor Rick Zaleski.

“Our guest speakers are truly gifted,
educated people who aren’t simply
lecturing their audience; they are talk-
ing with them, teaching them from the
heart. We did not want to have a police
officer stand in front of a crowd and
come across as an authority figure;
while this can work for some topics,
we felt our presenters had more to
offer from their perspective and real
life experiences,” Sgt. Jedic added.

There will be light refreshments
served and a brief intermission be-
tween speakers.

The CPA will provide an added
incentive for high school seniors from
Scotch Plains Fanwood High School
and Union Catholic by raffling off a
few free yearbook vouchers. This is a
collaborative effort between the
Fanwood Community Policing Alli-
ance and SPFHS substance abuse
educator Liz Knodel-Gordon.

Marian Achor of the Mental Health

Association of Union County will
also be in attendance with helpful
information.

Seating is limited; those interested
should contact Sgt. Jedic at (908) 322-
5000 ext 151 or Liz Knodel-Gordon at
(908) 889-7498 to reserve a spot.


