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DRUM MAJORS…Union County Freeholder Alex Mirabella of Fanwood pre-
sents a resolution toScotch Plains-Fanwood High School students (from left to
right)  Yershat Ahati, Kirsten Mandala and Alison Baier (Raider Marching Band
Drum Majors, 2006) congratulating them on winning first place in all of the U.S.
Scholastic Band Association Group 6A competitions across New Jersey.

POLICE BLOTTER

Fred Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
NO SCHOOL TODAY...Roads are iced-over Wednesday morning at the inter-
section of Westfield Avenue and Westfield Road near Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School. The inclement weather caused area schools to close for the day.
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Scotch Plains
Monday, February 5, Shannon

Harrison, 21, of Plainfield was ar-
rested and charged with driving while
intoxicated following a motor vehicle
stop. She was processed and released
to a responsible adult.

Thursday, February 8, a resident of
Newark Avenue reported that some-
one opened up two credit cards in her
name.

Friday, February 9, a student at the
Union County Vocational Technical
Schools told police that someone re-
moved cash from the pocket of her
jacket while it was hanging on the
back of her chair.

Friday, February 9, a storeowner
on Park Avenue reported that some-
one shoplifted items valued at $1,800
from his store.

Friday, February 9, an employee of
the Township of Scotch Plains re-
ported that someone drew graffiti on
the wall of a township building.

Saturday, February 10, James
Merlo, 27, of Berkeley Heights was
arrested and charged with DWI after
a motor vehicle stop. He was pro-
cessed and released to a responsible
adult.

Fanwood
Tuesday, February 6, Kevin M.

Coleman, 48, of Plainfield was ar-
rested and charged with an outstand-
ing no-bail warrant out of Union
County. He was turned over to the
Union County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment.

Wednesday, February 7, Shaniqua
T. Briley, 24, of Plainfield was ar-
rested on an outstanding Newark
warrant after a motor vehicle stop on
South Avenue. She posted bail and
was released.

Saturday, February 10, Konstanti
V. Kukoviakin, 34, of New Provi-
dence was arrested and charged with
DWI after a motor vehicle stop. He
was released to a responsible adult.

Monday, February 12, Emanuel
N. Gregoriades, 21, of Union was
arrested for outstanding warrants
out of Cranford and Hillside after a
motor vehicle stop on South Av-
enue. He posted bail and was re-
leased.

Westfield
Wednesday, February 7, Jeffrey

Decca, 51, of Hillsborough was ar-
rested following a motor vehicle
stop on west North Avenue and
charged with DWI. He was pro-
cessed and released to a responsible
adult.

Wednesday, February 7, Famous
Rivera, 31, of Plainfield was arrested
following a motor vehicle stop in the
100 block of Windsor Avenue for an
outstanding warrant out of Plainfield
in the amount of $250.

Wednesday, February 7, Theodore
Giandana, 42, of Scotch Plains was
arrested and charged with DWI fol-
lowing a motor vehicle stop on West
Dudley Avenue. He was processed
and released to a responsible adult.

Wednesday, February 7, Valerie
Roper, 21, of Maplewood was ar-
rested following a motor vehicle stop
on Springfield Avenue for an out-
standing warrant out of Irvington in
the amount of $120.

Thursday, February 8, Thomas
Nilla, Jr., 38, of Plainfield was ar-
rested and charged with DWI after a
motor vehicle stop on Rahway Av-
enue. He was processed and released
to a responsible adult.

Thursday, February 9, Nicole H.
Black, 29, of Westfield was arrested
following a motor vehicle stop on
Central Avenue for outstanding war-
rants out of Union for $150 and one
out of Weehawken for $150.

Thursday, February 9, Martin A.
Diaz, 27, was arrested on three ACS
(Automated Complaint System)
warrants issued by the Elizabeth
City Court following a motor ve-
hicle stop. According to police, the
vehicle was confiscated for being
unregistered and displaying ficti-
tious plates.

Thursday, February 9, Tyler
Greenfield, 18, and Thomas Texier,
18, both of Westfield, were arrested
after a field investigation and charged
with possession of drug parapherna-
lia, underage possession of alcohol,
possession of a prohibited weapon
(switchblade) and entering a public
park after hours. They were pro-
cessed and released to a responsible
adult.

Friday, February 10, Scott
Cornaccia, 25, of Westfield was ar-
rested and charged with DWI after a
motor vehicle stop on west Dudley
Avenue. He was processed and re-
leased to a responsible adult.

Friday, February 10, Francisco
Menendez, Jr. 20, of Union was ar-
rested following a motor vehicle stop
on Central Avenue for possession of
less than 50 grams of marijuana.

Mountainside
Wednesday, February 7, Guilene

Litus, 26, of Union was stopped for
driving without a right taillight and
later arrested and charged for driving
with a suspended license. According
to police, he was also charged with an
outstanding Union warrant in the
amount of $500.

Friday, February 9, Renata E.
Vieira, 23 of Newark was stopped
for a motor vehicle violation on
Lawrence Avenue and later arrested
and charged with driving with a sus-
pended license.

Friday, February 9, Ahmad C.
Domino, 33, of Plainfield was stopped
for running a red light on Route 22
and later arrested and charged with
driving with a suspended license.
According to police, he was also
charged with outstanding warrants
out of Newark and Irvington.

Saturday, February 10, Eddie
Anglin, Jr., 21, of Hillside was
stopped for an driving without a
driver’s side mirror and was later
arrested and charged for driving with
a suspended license. According to
police, he was also charged with
possession of less than 50 grams of
marijuana.

Saturday, February 10, Rohan
Phillips, 40, of Brooklyn, NY was
stopped for a motor vehicle violation
and was later arrested and charged
with possession of marijuana and
possession of drug paraphernalia.
According to police, he was also
charged with driving with a suspended
license and outstanding warrants out
of Plainfield, Union and New
Brunswick totaling $3,200. He was
processed and released to the
Plainfield Police Department with-
out bail, police said.

SP Council Gives Nod for
Stop Signs at 2 Intersections

the 2001 plan, what the status was at
present and whether any changes were
necessary.

While there are not many changes
in the document, Ms. Moody said, the
review recommends that the coming
refurbishment of the Route 22 bridge
be monitored closely so that Park
Avenue does not turn into a “feeder”
for traffic heading to and from Route
78. Such a development would nega-
tively impact the downtown business
district, she said.

The report calls for the mainte-
nance of on-street parking and exist-
ing speed limits in the downtown
area. The review also asked the mu-
nicipal government to “consider” es-
tablishing a Special Improvement
District (SID) in the central business
district. Without a SID, Ms. Moody
said on Monday, “it will be hard to
keep downtown revitalization go-
ing.”

Three years after rejecting an ordi-
nance to establish a SID, the town-
ship council has begun discussions
about the possibility of establishing
one.

The review also calls for “retaining
the residential character of Scotch
Plains,” Ms. Moody said. Toward that
end, the report calls for continuing to
redevelop, but “without changing
neighborhoods drastically,” she said,
pointing specifically to building “big
houses on small lots.”

Looking at some of the township’s
demographics, Ms. Moody said the
number of young children, adults aged
35 to 44 and senior citizens have
grown fastest in this decade. The av-
erage family size is 2.7 persons; me-
dian income is $81,559.

The board voted 8-1 to accept the
report; Robert LaCosta, construction
official and zoning officer, voted “no
with reservations” because of his feel-
ing that the review was “not totally
representative of the township and its
residents.”

He said “much” of the demographic
information came from the 2000 cen-
sus, and he said he felt that township
maps should have been included in
the report. He also noted that, unlike
the 2007 report, past reviews had
included specific recommendations

adopted, expressed concerns about
the proposed change in zoning, ques-
tioning why this particular part of the
R-75 was selected, while other parts
of the R-75 zone would be left alone.

“It seems to me that this area was
cherry picked,” Mr. Mulholland said.
“Why not extend it all the way to
Terrill Road?”

Mr. Ricci said that the 2004 up-
dates to the Master Plan specified this
particular area because a majority of
its lots would already meet the square-
footage requirement, even if they
don’t meet the frontage requirements.

Jerome Pereira of 26 Tower Place
and Mr. Reinhart of 215 Midway
Avenue both spoke in favor of the
proposed changes. Mr. Pereira felt
that property values would rise due to
the larger lots.

Walter Reinhard of 215 Midway
Avenue made reference to a particular
subdivision application in which the
applicant, Mr. Close, plans to consoli-
date his property with an adjoining
one. Once the properties are merged
and subdivided, an additional three
houses would be built, in addition to a
cul-de-sac.

“Subdivisions like this will strip
our neighborhood of its character,”
Mr. Reinhart said.

Mr. Close spoke to explain his in-
tentions to the board and his neigh-
bors, saying that he wants to be able
to work with them so that everyone is
happy. He also spoke about the fear of
so-called “McMansions,” saying that
“large lots mean people would be
able to build these larger houses.”

Board attorney Clifford Kuhn re-
minded the board that no such appli-
cation is currently before the board
and that decisions about the master
plan cannot be made in reference to
one specific matter.

Gloria Bradley of 174 Russell Road
raised environmental concerns. She
said that additional buildings in the
area would cause more run-off and
flooding.

Thomas Gordon of 160 Russell
Road asked the board to consider the
possible tax implications of leaving
the R-75 zone and leaving the neigh-
borhood open to further subdivisions
and building.

“Right now, Fanwood residents pay
approximately $10,000 to send each
student through our public schools,”
he said. “If more and more subdivi-
sions are allowed, that’s more children
that will ultimately have to go through
school at the taxpayers’ expense.”

After this topic was closed to the
public, board members voiced their
opinions. Mr. Molenaar said that he
believes the charm of this neighbor-
hood is in the depth of the lots, not
necessarily the overall lot size.

Board member John Deitch agreed
with Mr. Molenaar. “As a board, it is
our job to look to the future,” Mr.
Deitch said. He said keeping the
deeper lots, even if the lots are short
on frontage, would help keep the
neighborhood in the fashion it is now.

The board voted and unanimously
approved the motion to send this pro-
posal before the borough council.

The board entertained a second pre-
sentation by Stan Slachetka of T&M
Associates regarding the Transfer of
Development Rights (TDR) project.
Mayor Colleen Mahr, a member of the
board, explained that this project is the
result of a grant from the state, and that
it is two years in the works.

Fanwood is one of six towns in the
state to receive such a grant, and the
only one of those towns targeting
developed areas. The other five towns
are looking to preserve open space,
she said.

Mayor Mahr said the two primary
goals of the TDR program are to
protect the historic district and to
promote the revitalization of the South
Avenue corridor. After preliminary
meetings with property owners in both
areas, the mayor said there has been
significant interest on both sides.

Mr. Slachetka explained that prop-
erty owners in the historic district –
the sending area – have development
rights, such as teardowns. The TDR
program would allow property own-
ers in the sending area to sell portions
of these rights to owners in the receiv-
ing area – the South Avenue Corridor
– as an incentive.

After receiving those rights, the owner
in the receiving area would be able to

make improvements or additions that
meet the design standards set forth in
the borough’s vision statement.

Each development right is assigned
a number of credits. Each credit is
assigned a monetary value, as deter-
mined by a real estate market analysis.

Currently, the tentative value of
each credit is $20,000. A property
owner in the sending area who chooses
to give up this developing right would
earn $50,000 from a participating
property owner in the receiving area.

Board Chairman Gregory
Cummings asked whether this release
of developing rights would result in a
deed restriction; Mr. Slachetka an-
swered that it would.

Board member Peter Sayles asked
would happen if homeowners who
have a deed restriction cannot afford
to preserve the historic homes the
way they are required. Mr. Slachetka
said the monies awarded in the trans-
fer should be used for this purpose.

Board member Kevin St. Onge asked
about subsequent property owners, the
ones who would not have received
money in the transfer but would be
limited by the deed restriction.

Mr. Molenaar said most people who
buy historic homes do so for a reason,
and they go in with their eyes wide
open.

“These are not your typical
homeowners,” he said. “They buy
these homes because they want to
preserve and take care of them.”

The board decided to add the TDR
program to the agenda for its next
meeting, so they would have time to
ruminate over the information pre-
sented and to discuss it further. The
next step after incorporating feed-
back from the board is to hold a
public hearing to adopt the TDR pro-
gram to the borough’s Master Plan.

The board approved the agenda for
its next meeting, to be held on Wednes-
day, February 21, at 7:30 p.m.
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SP Rec. Comm. Seeks Funds
For Jerseyland Improvements

By MARIA WOEHR
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – The
township’s recreation commission
approved a resolution, at its meeting
Monday night, to ask the township
council to fund $253,000 for improve-
ments to Jerseyland Park.

The commission wants to demol-
ish a home on Richmond Street to
expand the existing soccer field to
110-by-70 yards and to improve the
softball field.

“This will enable us to have a full
soccer field and improve the softball
field,” Scotch Plains Recreation Di-
rector Ray Poerio said.

The commission, which purchased
the home at 2377 Richmond Street
last year, has hired the Millburn-based
engineering firm Hatch Mott
MacDonald to develop bid documents
for the project.

Prospective builders will be asked
to bid on removal of the house, ex-
pansion of the park’s irrigation sys-
tem, removal of trees, relocation of
the pavilion to the current location of
the wallball court, relocation of the
wallball court, removal of the house’s
driveway, repaving of the driveway to
the pavilion and the relocation of the
scoreboard and grills. Bidders will
also be asked to bid on adding trees as
a buffer for surrounding properties.

“It is our recommendation that the
funds for the project come from the
Open Space Trust Fund,” Mr. Poerio
said. “We would like to move for-
ward with this project as soon as
possible.”

Residents who live within 200 feet
of the property will receive letters
concerning the construction. A pub-
lic meeting will be held on Monday,
February 26, for residents to express
their concerns.

“The process is transparent. People
can come to the public meeting and
express their opinions,” said Coun-
cilman Jeffery Strauss, liaison to the
commission.

The commission is renovating the
Towne House building at Green For-
est Park. Last month, recreation-de-
partment officials discovered cracked

heating pipes running through the
concrete floor of the building. Offi-
cials said repairs to the building’s
heating and air conditioning, as well
as additional renovations, are under-
way. The building has been closed to
the public until the work is com-
pleted.

“We have chosen not to open it up
for two weeks. Instead, we intend to
start renovating the property as soon
as possible,” Mr. Poerio said.

The township council has given the
recreation commission the authority
to move ahead with replacing the
fencing at Green Forest Park.

“The fencing will be put up as soon
as the ground thaws,” Mr. Poerio said.

The commission also approved a
bid for a Z-Mower and a lightweight
utility vehicle, which are currently
being shipped to the township.

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The town-
ship council on Tuesday introduced
an ordinance to place stop signs at
two intersections where residents have
raised concerns about potentially dan-
gerous conditions.

If adopted on second reading, a
stop sign would be placed at the
intersection of Wood Road and
Brookside Drive, with drivers on
Brookside Drive being required to
stop. Similarly, a stop sign would
be placed at the intersection of
Tanglewood Lane, Ramapo Way and
Oakwood Terrace, with drivers on
Ramapo Way and Oakwood Ter-
race required to stop at that inter-
section.

As a result, Wood Road and
Tanglewood Lane would be desig-
nated as through streets. A public
hearing on the ordinance is sched-
uled for Tuesday, February 27.

In other business, the council ap-
proved a resolution authorizing the
execution of a $5,500-per-month lease

agreement through Saturday, March
31 with Jerseyland Community Cen-
ter for leaf storage. With the Heather
Glen housing development under con-
struction and nearing completion, the
township will not have access to this
site beginning in April.

The council also approved a reso-
lution authorizing Union County to
apply to the state for a permit to
conduct its deer-reduction program
for a 12th year in the Watchung Res-
ervation. The deer herd there has been
reduced under the program from 180
to 20 per square mile, leading to a
decrease in automobile accidents and
residential landscape damage and a
regeneration of some of the
reservation’s natural growth, officials
said.

At the beginning of its meeting,
David Smith was sworn in as a ser-
geant in the police department while
two new officers, John Redling and
Daniel D’Albero, joined the force.
The council also recognized Mary
Czarnomski for her years of service
to the township’s library.

F-SP College Club
Scholarships Available
SCOTCH PLAINS – Application

forms for the Fanwood-Scotch Plains
College Club scholarships for the
academic year 2007-2008 are now
available at the guidance office of the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School.

The following are requirements for
eligibility: Applicants must be young
women in their senior year of high
school who are current residents of
Fanwood or Scotch Plains, or female
college students who are presently
seeking an undergraduate degree and
were residents of either community
when they graduated from high school.

Awards totaling $19,500 were made
in 2006 based on financial need, aca-
demic achievement and character.

The application, along with a refer-
ence from a teacher/professor or coun-
selor, manuscripts of grades and SAT
scores and personal essay must be
postmarked no later than March 1 and
addressed to Linda Squires, Scholar-
ship Committee, 1277 Woodside Rd.,
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076. All appli-
cation materials must be mailed and
additional postage may be necessary.

something the health department
readily steps in and takes action on.”

Berkeley Heights falls under the
jurisdiction of the Rahway Health
Department.

Rick Proctor, health officer for that
department, also said there is “no
reason to be concerned.”

“At this point in time we don’t see
any cause for alarm,” Mr. Proctor
said.

Mr. Proctor, a Union County free-
holder, said, “This past week there
has been a lot of meningitis kind of
stuff that hasn’t panned out.”

But, he said, “If you’re experienc-
ing any kind of flu-like illness...then
you have to seek medical care.”

“If you’re feeling sick, then see the
doctor, just like any time,” he said.

The CDC website is cdc.gov.
To contact the Berkeley Heights

school district, call (908) 464-1718.
The Mountainside school district can
be reached at (908) 232-3232.
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Meningitis

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
MOVING AHEAD…Construction has begun on South Avenue in Fanwood.
Above, the foundation of a new building is being put in place. This was the site of
a fire that took place June 2004, destroying a row of stores.

for action to be taken by the township
council.

Mr. Doyle, who chaired the review
committee, said that while Master
Plans needs “to be precise,” re-ex-
aminations of the plan don’t need to
be so specific. “This is a cornerstone
to create awareness of the vision of
the Master Plan,” he said.

Mayor Marks called the Master
Plan “a living and breathing docu-
ment that will be continually looked
at.”

unleash the
writer within.

goleader.com/tiw/contest

The council said bids for renova-
tion of the public works garage were
rejected. All had come in significantly
over the budgeted amount, officials
said. The borough plans to re-budget
and re-bid the project.

The council also acted on spending
$18,000 to provide Length of Service
Award Program (LOSAP) Awards to
36 qualifying members of the fire
department and rescue squad.

The train station lighting project is
nearing completion. Ms. Dolce, cit-
ing a phrase borrowed from the bor-
ough engineer, said the project is com-
ing to “a glacial closure.”

Police Bust WF Resident
Datwani in Diet Pill Ring
By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – The Bergen County
Prosecutor’s Office last Thursday an-
nounced the arrest of Westfield resi-
dent Arun Datwani and Frank Huerta
of Upper Saddle River after busting
the men’s alleged multimillion-dol-
lar illegal diet-pill ring.

Authorities allege Datwani, the
owner of Roots Vitamin and Health
Food Store in North Arlington, pur-
chased, labeled and sold counterfeit
Stacker 2 with Ephedra at his store.
Bergen officials also charged that
Datwani supplied Huerta, who owns
the Nutricentro Health Food Store in
West New York, with the pills. The
prosecutor’s office alleges that Huerta
then sold the counterfeit items at his
store and at netnutri.com.

Based on press releases on bcpo.net,
ephedra is “a major precursor to the
production of methamphetamine,” au-
thorities said.

Officials executed search warrants

at both men’s residences, where 5,000
bottles of bogus Stacker 2 with Ephe-
dra were confiscated, along with la-
beling equipment. Detectives also
found approximately $63,000 in cash,
two handguns, hollow-nose ammuni-
tion and 30 pills of Ecstasy at Huerta’s
residence, as well as 100 other pills for
which he had no prescription.

Police charged Datwani with theft
by deception, trademark counterfeit-
ing and money laundering. Huerta, in
addition to those allegations, faces
charges of possession of a controlled
dangerous substance, possession with
intent to distribute a controlled dan-
gerous substance and possession of a
firearm, along with weapons posses-
sion during controlled dangerous sub-
stances offenses.

According to the prosecutor’s of-
fice, “The charges are the result of a
two-month investigation by members
of the Bergen County Prosecutor’s
Office Criminal Investigation Divi-
sion under the direction of Chief
Michael Mordaga of the Bergen
County Prosecutor’s Office.”

Both men had their first appearances
in court on Thursday, February 8. Judge
Louis Dinice set Huerta’s bail at
$250,000, with no 10-percent option.
Bail for Datwani was not reported.

Calls and e-mails to the prosecutor’s
office were not returned as of press
time Wednesday.

Information for this story is based
on reports at bcpo.net.
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