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Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Since our last mention of the WHS-
SP-F all-sports rivalry back in mid-
November, we’ve checked around the
state with some former colleagues in
the sports journalism field, to see what
the big rivalries are in their respective
areas.

There are many rivalries in New
Jersey for one or two, maybe several,
sports. Phillipsburg vs. Easton (Pa.) is
as big as it gets in football and wres-
tling, but not so big in other sports.
The same thing goes for the Fifty Year
War, also known as the Route 31 Ri-
valry, between Hunterdon Central and
North Hunterdon, where the rivalry
extends to very much include girls
sports.

West Windsor-Plainsboro vs.
Princeton or Steinert? Cherry Hill East
vs. Cherry Hill West? Haddonfield vs.
Moorestown? Vineland vs. Millville?
Toms River South vs. Lakewood?
Long Branch vs. Asbury Park or Red
Bank? Linden vs. Elizabeth?
Montclair vs. Bloomfield?
Bridgewater-Raritan vs. Hillsborough
or Montgomery? Howell vs. Jack-
son? Shawnee vs. Cherokee or Lenape
or Seneca? Randolph vs. Roxbury?

Those are all good rivalries. Some
used to be bigger than they are now.
Some are still big. And others will
probably grow into major matchups
in the near future.

But WHS vs. SP-F seems to outdo

WHS, SP-F Rivalry
Goes To Court(s) Today

them all. Even in an 80-year-old ri-
valry where one of the schools (WHS)
has won more than 70 percent of the
time, it’s as good (bitter?) a rivalry as
high school sports can have. It was
huge when I was reading the original
Devil’s Den in the Hi’s Eye back in the
early 1960s, and it’s quite possibly
even bigger now, if that’s possible.

Want proof? Check the endings of
the last two football games, where a
last-minute win by the home school
(SP-F in 2005, WHS last fall) pro-
duced an overflow crowd racing onto
the field to celebrate. How about the
soccer games last fall, classic bitterly
contested battles, overtime, huge
crowds wherever the games were
played. Check the crowd at the swim
meets back in mid-December, when
the Westfield Y’s balcony was filled at
6:15 p.m. for a 7:15 start, and four
rooms had to be set up for closed
circuit TV for the overflow. How about
the crowds at the two basketball games
in December? And how about those
games? The Raiders won the boys
game in double overtime, the Blue
Devils girls won by a surprisingly big
margin over a really good SP-F squad.

A big win over Westfield is a cause
for celebration in the neighboring
township and borough to the west.
The Glenview Manor overflowed in
1969, when the Raiders posted a 115-
85 basketball win over WHS. In 2001,
SP-F posted its first boys tennis vic-
tory over WHS in a rivalry that started
in 1938. And if that wasn’t an historic
day, you should’ve been there two
years earlier when the SP-F swim
team ended WHS’s 42-year reign as
county kings. That precipitated one of
the township’s parties to end all par-
ties on Fenimore Road, maybe the
biggest since the legendary 1978 foot-
ball game, when winless SP-F stunned
a really good Westfield team 11-7 for
its first win ever in the series, after 17
straight losses.

In the semifinals of the 1959 county
tournament, WHS and SP-F squared
off at the Elizabeth Armory before a
“record” crowd of 3,580 according to
the Elizabeth Daily Journal. WHS won
43-31, led by 6-foot-5 Ray Bailey and
6-6 Bob Haines.

What about the 1965 basketball sea-
son, when WHS went 16-7, with three
losses to SP-F (58-57 in triple over-
time, 85-70, 59-37) and two to
Cranford (66-50, 60-50). However,
coach Bob Sanislow’s Devils got it
together in the UCT, beating SP-F,
79-69, in the semifinals, and Cranford,
61-52, in the final, with Dick Stotler
hitting four free throws in the final 30
seconds to clinch it.

And who could ever forget the Dec.
15, 1972 game at SPF, before a packed
house of 1,400-plus. The coaching

matchup was Neil Horne, who guided
WHS to a state Group 4 title the pre-
vious March in his first year, against
Joe Coleman, who coached the high-
scoring WHS squad in 1970-71.
Timmy Goski fouled out with 3:02
left after scoring just eight points, but
the game was still tied in the closing
seconds when the Raiders’ Ray
Schnitzer lost control of the ball, which
bounced off his leg to Buddy
Robinson, who flipped the ball to Scott
Novacek, near the defensive foul line.
More known as a bullish rebounder
and defender (and the guy who scored
the winning basket in the state final
win with 0:04 left in overtime), the 6-
5 Novacek threw the ball at the other
basket, and swished a 55-footer to
win the game 52-50!

The rivalry resumes this afternoon
at 4 on the basketball courts of
Westfield (boys) and Scotch Plains-
Fanwood (girls).

FROM OUR READERS
Faithful reader “biobrew” wrote and

wondered what the school record was
for most points in a basketball game,
individual and team.

The boys’ individual record is 43,
set by big Bob King back in 1963
against Rahway. He also put up 42
that year against Roselle and was
named to the Parade Magazine sec-
ond team All-America, behind some
guy from New York City named Lew
Alcindor (you might know him better
as Kareem Abdul-Jabbar).

The team record for points scored
in a game is 98, set by the 1972 Group
4 state championship team in a win
over Rahway. The record for points in
back-to-back games came in 1971,
when the team put up 93 vs. A.L.
Johnson and 92 vs. Rahway. The
school’s other 90-point games were:
92 (1959 vs. North Plainfield, 1963
season-opener vs. Plainfield and 1977
vs. St. Mary of Elizabeth in UCT) and
91 (1970 vs. Rahway). The first team
to score over 80 was in 1948, when
Sam Mitchell, Dave Townley, Terry
Brady, Ted Frankenbach, Jim
Thomson, Frank Salvato and Co. put
up 83 against Somervillle.

(In the interest of fair, unbiased
reporting, the boys’ school record for
points allowed in a game came back in
December 1969, when WHS gave up
118 against SP-F (WHS scored 85
points in that wild game.) I had to go
to the archives to double check that
one and, sure enough, Frank Zelesnik
poured in 38 points and Guy Budinzak
added 24 for the Raiders, who had 99
points after three periods.

Another faithful reader, “ethorne”
up in Pembroke, Mass., wanted to
know who the best basketball players
were who never played varsity at
WHS. He was talking specifically

about Jerry Kroll, a tremendous ath-
lete (also a standout pitcher) who
moved to Texas before high school
and later starred for Lefty Dreisell’s
power teams at Davidson, along with
Cranford’s Wayne Huckel. Well, you
could have had a pretty successful
team with the following players from
the Den’s “era”: point guards Tom
Quimby and Rick Thorne, shooting
guards C.J. Johnson and Ken Goski,
centers Roger Twitchell and Willie
Crampton, forwards Fred Byrne, B.J.
Johnson, John Havas and Jeff Bauer.
And that doesn’t include great players
like Ed Paquette, Don Stanton, Bobby
Flynn and Mark Jackson, who did
play for WHS, but not in their senior
years.

STREET BEAT
Once again the question of athletic

talent on a specific street in town has
been brought up by faithful reader
“baseball1228,” who suggests there
may be streets in town with more
talent in numbers, but can any of them
brag about being the home of the No.
3 hitter in the WHS baseball lineup
the past six years? That would be
Edgar Road’s own Mike Sofka (2001-
02) and Mike Murray (2003-06). Af-
ter hitting just .184 as a sophomore
(while Brian Flynn hit in the No. 3
slot), Sofka hit .417 as a junior and
.373 as a senior, followed by across-
the-street neighbor Murray, who
banged the ball at a .386, .400, .519
and .560 clip for his four years at No.
3. WHS also won the county champi-
onship in each of their senior years,
2002 and 2006, and each went 1-for-
4 in the title game.

UCT UPDATE
WHS continued what’s been an ex-

cellent season for Union County cham-
pionships. After capturing five county
titles in the fall (boys cross country,
gymnastics, girls soccer, girls tennis
and volleyball), the school picked up
three more last week. First the bowlers
bounced back from a stunning loss to
SP-F to capture the county title. Then
the swim teams notched titles last
weekend. For the boys it was the eighth
in a row, 50th in 51 years, and 53rd in
the 56 years the meet has been held.
The girls won their 15th in a row, and
25th in the meet’s 30 years.

DEVIL OF THE WEEK
This week’s free sub from Al the

Owner at Westfield Subs (261 South
Avenue East) goes to hockey player
Seth Davidson. In back-to-back
games, he scored four goals vs. South
Brunswick and then three against
Summit.

The Devil’s Den appears Thursday
during the school year in the Westfield
Leader. Contact us with comments,
complaints and suggestions at
bj1019@aol.com. GO DEVILS!

Devil of the Week
Seth Davidson

Ice hockey

MILLER HITS 20; VENEZIA, HANDZA 8

Blue Devil Hoopsters Jar
Lady Crusaders, 44-38

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Junior Erin Miller fired in 20 points
to lead the 14-5 Westfield High School
girls basketball team to a 44-38 vic-
tory over a strong AL Johnson Cru-
sader team at the John “Butch” Kowal
games in Rahway on February 3.

Miller netted 15 of her points in the
second half. She had three rebounds,
got away with stealing two basketballs
and hauled down three rebounds. Diana
Venezia and Tara Handza, who each
scored eight points, and Gabby Jakub
(2 points) helped keep the momentum
on the Devils’ side by combining for
19 rebounds. Sondra Parin led the 14-
3 Crusaders with 10 points.

“In eighth grade they were our ri-
vals and they beat us all the time. Not
having played them since, we were
ready to beat them this year,” said
Miller. “Early in the game, we knew
we had to step it up because this is for
the number one spot and it was a lot of
pressure. We were hustling. Every-
one played really well in everything

that we did. We executed our offense
and played great defense.”

Both teams had some difficulty get-
ting things going in the first quarter.
Venezia swished in three points from
the free throw line and Handza hit a
two-pointer. Control of the offensive
and defensive boards gave the Blue
Devils a 12-6 edge in the second quar-
ter. Miller hit two, 2-point jumpers,
while Venezia, Kerri Pringle and Jakub
each nailed their shots. Gab O’Leary
(2 steals) added one to give the Blue
Devils a 17-11, halftime lead.

“During halftime, we focused on
winning and went over our offense
since we assumed that they were go-
ing to come out man and we were
going to go in motion,” said Miller.
“We came up with some new plays,
which of course we won’t reveal.”

The Blue Devils added to their lead
in the third quarter with a 14-11 run.
Miller exploded with nine points, in-
cluding a 3-pointer, and Handza net-
ted two fine right-side lay-ups to put
Westfield ahead, 31-22.

In the fourth quarter, the Crusaders
had the Blue Devils reeling and kept
them off-balance in a last ditch effort.
With two minutes left, the Crusaders
cut the lead to 39-35 on Sullivan’s 3-
pointer. After timeout, the Blue Dev-
ils shored up their defenses to main-
tain a four-point edge. Forced to the
stripe, Handza, Katie Cronin and
Venezia each went one-of-two and
Miller with five seconds left, dropped
in both free throws.
Johnson   5   6 11 16 38
Westfield   5 12 14 13 44
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Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
WORKING HER WAY AROUND…Blue Devil Gab O’Leary, No. 10, works her
way around a Crusader defender. O’Leary had two steals, two points, two assists
and six rebounds.

Raider Cagers Crush
Cougar Boys, 74-59

Junior guard Bryan Dougher hit
three 3-pointers and netted 11 of his
29 points in the first quarter to lead
the 11-9 Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School boys basketball team to a 74-
59 crushing of Cranford in the Butch
Kowal Scholarship Games in Rahway
on February 2.

The Raiders outscored the 9-10
Cougars, 19-5, in the first quarter,
added anther point to their lead by
halftime then played even ball the
remainder of the way. Raider Greg
Zabel sank three 3-pointers, while
Greg Bayard and Darnell Dortch each
put in eight points. Chris Snyder
scored 19 points for the Cougars.
Cranford   5 18 17 19 59
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 19 19 17 19 74

FANWOOD $579,900 WESTFIELD $749,900

WESTFIELD $719,000 WESTFIELD $3,895,000

SCOTCH PLAINS $629,900

MOUNTAINSIDE $989,000

Close to town and train, move-in condition Colonial offers 4
Bedrooms, 2.5 baths, hardwood floors, newer roof, CAC and
spacious rooms.

Two story foyer!  Enter this 3-year young center hall Colonial with 4
Bedrooms, 2.5 baths.  The well-appointed Kitchen is adjacent to the
beautiful Family Room with fireplace, Formal Living Room and
Dining Room.  Master suite has closets galore.

Charming, English style Colonial offers 3 Bedrooms, 1.5 baths, fire-
place, open floor plan.

Under construction!  This magical home is reminiscent of a Euro-
pean country manor, filled with exciting architectural elements.  Great
living space, 8400 square feet, custom woodwork, 5 Bedrooms, 6.5
baths, 6 fireplaces, gourmet Kitchen, master suite.

Wonderful winter views!  This totally renovated, 5 Bedroom, 2.5
bath custom home located on a quiet dead-end street is just waiting
for you to move in.  Come see for yourself.

Pristine, expanded Ranch situated on a stunning .9 acre property.
Perfect for entertaining.  Offers a Living Room with fireplace, Eat-In
Kitchen with cherry cabinets opening to the Family Room, 5 Bed-
rooms (3 with full baths).  A must see!


