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Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton'sWatchdog Group to Post
Freeholder Meeting Videos

COUNTY – The Union County
Watchdog Association (UCWDA)
has announced it will be posting
complete video coverage of Union
County Freeholder’s meetings on its
site, unioncountywatchdog.org.

“Union County government ac-
counts for one-quarter of our prop-
erty tax bills and constituents have a
right to see and hear what goes on
during local government meetings,”
said Tina Renna, president of
UCWDA. “Posting video of Union
County freeholders’ meetings on the
web gives constituents an easy way to
stay informed and it helps govern-
ment be more responsive and con-
nected to their constituents.”

The association is using Veotag, a
video enhancement service, to make
the video footage of the meetings
more convenient and useful for con-
stituents to view. With Veotag, con-
stituents can see a clickable table of
contents alongside the video as it
plays on their screens. They can click
on any item in the table of contents to
jump to that moment in the video.
This table of contents is also search-
able on search engines. A search for

“Union County Freeholder Meeting,”
or any other word or phrase that is in
the table of contents will provide a
link to the video.

“Because freeholder meetings can
be long and cover many topics, we
were concerned whether people
would watch the videos” continued
Ms. Renna. “By enhancing the video
with Veotag, citizens can click di-
rectly to the parts that interest them
and skip the rest. We believe Veotag is
an essential tool for governments to
use online video to be transparent to
their constituents.”

 “Last year Union County govern-
ment spent approximately $110,000
to replace their audio and video equip-
ment and $6,000 to upgrade their
website without providing for web-
cast meetings,” said Ms. Renna. “Cur-
rently, only a small amount of the 21
towns (in the county) air freeholder
meetings on cable. This new technol-
ogy is an opportunity for county gov-
ernment to leverage their tax-dollar
investment and be connected to any-
one with a computer.”

UCWDA utilizes the Open Public
Records Act to obtain and then post to
their website for free public access
many records that aren’t available on
the county’s official site. “I’m proud
and excited to add video meeting
minutes to our extensive on-line li-
brary, which shines a light on Union
County government,” Ms. Renna said.
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Where can you and
your parents enjoy a  

�

At

�summer break?

Assisted Living

�

Call 908-580-3824
or visit www.fellowshipvillage.org
for information or to schedule a tour.

9000 Fellowship Road, Basking Ridge, NJ 07920

Your parents deserve the best that life has to offer. Park Place is pleased to 
provide it for them. If your parents are no longer able to care for themselves or their
home, or if they’re becoming more isolated, it’s time to consider Park Place. We offer
upscale Assisted Living for those who are used to the finer things in life. Residents enjoy
superior amenities and many opportunities for socialization within a close-knit,
friendly community. Plus, with personalized healthcare options, you can rest assured
that your parents will receive the best care possible. Whether it is for a short-term
respite stay or a long term solution, visit us today and find out why more people are
choosing Park Place at Fellowship Village.

Youths Invited to Join
Cadet Corps

WESTFIELD – The Westfield Ca-
det Corps-The Patriots invite interested
youths of Union County, ages 6 to 18,
to join the group to learn to the drums,
bells, bugles, fife, twirling or color
guard. No experience is necessary. The
Cadet Corps performs at parades, spe-
cial events and competitions.

The club meets on Saturdays from
9 to 10 a.m. at the Westfield Commu-
nity Center, located at 558 West Broad
Street in Westfield. For more infor-
mation, call (732) 985-2586.

McGreevey Files for
Divorce From Wife

Former Governor Jim McGreevey
filed for divorce from his second wife,
Dina Matos McGreevey, last Friday
in Union County Superior Court. The
divorce follows Mr. McGreevey’s
admission that he is gay, an announce-
ment that led to his resignation in
November 2005. The couple has a 5-
year-old daughter, Jacqueline. Mrs.
McGreevey said of news reports that
a “comprehensive agreement” has
been reached: “That is not true.” John
Post, the borough attorney in
Mountainside, represents her.

Kean Named Hon.
Chair for Giuliani

State Senator Tom Kean, Jr. of
Westfield was named, last week, as
New Jersey honorary chairman of the
Rudy Giuliani Presidential Explor-
atory Committee. Mr. Giuliani, who
gained national recognition during
terms as New York City mayor, named
Ocean County GOP Leader George
Gilmore as the New Jersey chairman
of the committee. Union County GOP
Chairman Phil Morin is also listed as
a supporter as are Assemblymen Jon
Bramnick of Westfield and Eric
Munoz of Summit (both LD-21),
Scotch Plains Mayor Martin Marks,
Westfield Mayor Andy Skibitsky and
Council members Mark Ciarrocca,
Peter Echausse and Jo Ann Neylan.

Mayor Glatt to Seek
2nd Term in November

Summit Mayor Jordan Glatt has an-
nounced that he will seek a second
term. In 2003, he became the first Demo-
crat in almost a century to win the
mayor’s office in the heavily Republi-
can municipality. Four years ago, he
defeated Councilman John Maher 3,211
to 2,959.

Property Owners Sue
Union on Redevelopment

Twenty property owners have filed
two lawsuits against Union Township,
contesting the township’s governing
body and planning board’s action,
known as the Union Center Report,
which found the properties at Stuyvesant
and Morris Avenues “in need of rede-
velopment.” The property owners al-
lege that the township’s action gives the
municipality “the right to condemn all
the properties by eminent domain.”

GOP Leader Calls DEM
Plan ‘Unconstitutional’

Republican legislative leaders in
Trenton, last week, accused the Demo-
cratic majority of “rushing through a
proposal” for 20 percent tax credits.
Assembly Republican Leader Alex
DeCroce said the Democratic pro-
posal was “unconstitutional” because
it violates the State Constitution’s
“uniformity clause” by disqualifying
many homeowners based on their in-
come.

The State Senate passed the legis-
lation, 28-10,  when four Republi-
cans -- Martha Bark, Robert Martin
and Robert Singer -- joined Demo-
crats in passing the measure.  It passed
the Assembly by a 71-8 tally on Janu-
ary 29. Sen. Martin has said he will
not seek reelection and Sen. Bark is
expected to make a forrmal  announce-
ment that she will not run again.

George Zoffinger Quits
As Sports Auth. Exec.

George Zoffinger resigned, last
week, as chief executive officer of the
New Jersey Sports and Exposition
Authority, according to The Star-Led-
ger. The resignation comes as a state
ethics investigation looks into allega-
tions that he failed to disclose that his
son worked as an associate for the law
firm that serves as the sports
authority’s chief counsel. Mr.
Zoffinger said he plans to leave the
authority after the authority board’s
February 15 meeting.

Tolls Not to Increase
On Parkway, Turnpike

The New Jersey Turnpike Author-
ity (NJTA) board of commissioners
announced that tolls on the Turnpike
and Garden State Parkway will not
increase this year as part of the NJTA’s
$465-million budget.

BYE BYE BOARDROOM…Former
Fanwood-Scotch Plains Rotary
President Joseph Qutub awards a
plaque to author Leslie Fleischman.

Rotary Spotlights
Local Author

SCOTCH PLAINS – Leslie
Fleischman, a contributing author of
the book “Bye-Bye Boardroom,” gave
a lecture to the Fanwood-Scotch
Plains Rotary Club members in late
January at the Pantagis Renaissance
restaurant.

Mrs. Fleischman, the mother of
three children, spoke of the multitude
of challenges and decisions that past,
present and future parents face,
including decisions to stay at home
and discipline children.

The Rotary Club meets every
Wednesday at noon at the Pantagis
restaurant. Guests are invited to learn
more about the work that Rotary does
throughout the world.

Quote of the Week
On the proposed sale of the NJ Turn-

pike: “Millions of dollars in profits that
could be made by non-transparent han-
dlers in the sale of such assets, in an
already ethically-challenged climate,
could provide for a pay-for-play smor-
gasbord,” Assemblyman Lou Manzo, D-
Jersey City said.
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Introductory Offer

A Super Full Service Car Wash
and Quick Lube Featuring,  “CASTROL”

$5.00 $9.00

$21.95

Exterior Only
Reg. $9.00

Plus Tax

Super Full Service

Wash • Vacuum • Windows

Reg. $11.95

Plus Tax

Castrol Silver Service

Oil Change Up to 5 Qts.
*Most Cars*

Reg. $28.95 Plus Tax

Professional Detailing by Rick Green
Beautiful New State of the Art Facility
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Exp. 3/15/07
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Retired Prosecutor’s Officer
Files Discrimination Suit

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

COUNTY – A retired sergeant in
the Union County Prosecutor’s Office
has filed a lawsuit against the office
and county, alleging he was passed
over for promotions due to his ethnicity.

Edgardo Ortiz of Bloomfield, an
Hispanic, charged that although he
was named on two occasions acting
commander of the Administrative Ser-
vices Unit (ASU) of the prosecutor’s
office, he was passed over for the rank
of lieutenant, according to the eight-
page lawsuit filed December 20.

Mr. Ortiz filed discrimination
charges in February 2000 against su-
perior officers, alleging a superior
officer “discriminated” against him
and another Hispanic “because of their
national origin.” The prosecutor’s
office dismissed the charges.

He also alleged that he witnessed an
officer under his command “misrepre-
senting his whereabouts, attendance
and assignments.” He charged that his
attempts to hold the officer accountable
“were met with hostility by the pros-
ecutor, an assistant prosecutor, a lieu-
tenant and others, all of whom were
close personal friends” of the officer.

Mr. Ortiz claimed that his not re-
ceiving the rank of lieutenant was “in
direct retaliation” to his actions against
the officer, as well as his complaints of
“poor working conditions” at the ASU
and his previous discrimination charge
against his superior officer.

He alleged that the prosecutor’s
office “had no standard criteria for
promotion” and was “frequently re-
vised to allow for promotion of cer-
tain individuals with political con-
nections” and that “Hispanics were
at a distinct disadvantage” in getting
promotions. The sergeant charged
that he was humiliated and harassed
and had his parking space taken away.

“The humiliating and stressful work
environment of the UCPO negatively
impacted [Mr. Ortiz’s] health and
caused him severe emotional distress,”
according to the lawsuit. Mr. Ortiz is
seeking unspecified compensatory
and punitive damages.

 The freeholders have appointed the
Morristown-based law firm of
Schenck, Price, Smith and King as
special counsel at a cost of up to $5,000.
As of press time, no further com-
ments have been received from the
prosecutor’s office.
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Victoria McCabe for The Westfield Leader and The Times
NO ICE SKATING...The Westfield Recreation Commission has sponsored ice
skating on Mindowaskin Pond in past winters, but even with this week’s freezing
temperatures, the ice on the pond is not the required six inches deep that would
allow it to be converted into an outdoor skating rink.


