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Happy Valentine’s Day!

Charlie Brown’s to Seek
SP Zoning Board Approval

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS — Representa-
tives from Charlie Brown’s plan to ap-
pear before the Scotch Plains Zoning
Board of Adjustment next month to
seek various approvals so that recon-
struction of the restaurant, destroyed
by fire two weeks ago, can begin.

At the board’s March 1 meeting,
Charlie Brown’s is scheduled to seek
site plan approval and, due to the North
Avenue restaurant’s location within a
residential zone, a use variance.

Scotch Plains  Zoning Officer Rob-
ert LaCosta said, in preliminary dis-
cussions, the restaurant has indicated
it is considering installing a sprinkler
system in the new building. The new
restaurant would be less than 12,000-
square-feet in area and, thus, not com-
pelled by township regulations to in-
clude a sprinkler system.

A sign at the site, which was cleared
of the burned rubble within a day of
the January 24 early-morning fire,
promises that the restaurant will be
rebuilt, and Charlie Brown’s officials
told The Westfield Leader last week
they hope to have a rebuilt restaurant
open by Labor Day.

At its meeting last Thursday, the
zoning board unanimously approved
an application by Cingular Wireless,
which now bills itself as “the new

AT&T,” to place 12 cell-phone anten-
nas on a 115-foot-high PSE&G trans-
mission tower near Cooper Road. In
addition to the antennas, AT&T will
place a small support building at the
base of the tower that will house
support equipment.

Omnipoint Communications has had
12 cell-phone antennas on the tower
since 2005 after receiving board ap-
proval of a similar application. Last

Victoria McCabe for The Westfield Leader
BIG DIG...Workers update a gas line along North Avenue and Elm Street last
Friday, temporarily rerouting traffic. Work on the line continued into this week.

Wayne Baker for The Westfield Leader
FAST-PACED ACTION…Neil Sullivan of Westfield brooms away impediments
to the stone launched by Don Greb of the Plainfield Curling Club last Friday in
the challenge match against the team from the Royal Caledonian Curling Club of
Scotland. The Scotsmen slid by the locals 16-11 and 16-10 and completed their ten-
state tour last weekend to recapture the Herries-Maxwell Trophy for the next five
years. Pictured, left to right, are: Mr. Sullivan, Mr. Greb and Rod Black of
Fanwood. See story on page 17.
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Union County Prosecutor’s Office
Looks Into Deed ‘Scam’ Letter
By PAUL J. PEYTON

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

AREA – Union County Clerk
Joanne Rajoppi has warned Union
County homeowners of a reported
scam involving the purchase of prop-
erty deeds.

Although not identified in her press
release, The Westfield Leader has iden-
tified the company by obtaining a
copy of a letter sent to area property
owners. The company is listed as
National Deed Service, Inc., located
at 1201 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW –
Suite 300 in Washington, D.C.

Ms. Rajoppi said a private com-
pany has mailed out letters to prop-
erty owners offering to sell them prop-
erty deeds for $80 per document. She
said her office charges $8 for the first
page and $2 for each additional page.
The first page of a deed can be ac-
cessed on the clerk’s website,
clerk.ucnj.org, for free.

The letter states that, “The U.S.
Government Federal Citizen Informa-
tion Center website recommends that
property owners should have an offi-
cial or certified copy of their deed.”
The company offers to mail the prop-
erty owner a deed for $79.50. (The full
text of the letter is printed on page 10.)

Barry Isaacson, the owner of Na-
tional Deed Service (NDS), questioned
the scam charge, saying Ms. Rajoppi
should have investigated his company
before making the comment.

“We are a legitimate business. I’ve
been in public records since 1972,”
Mr. Isaacson told The Leader. He said
NDS was founded in 2001.

“We are doing this in 14 states, in
about 80 counties. I don’t know how
anyone can call this a scam. We save

people a trip to the courthouse,” Mr.
Isaacson said during a phone inter-
view last Thursday.

Among the states Mr. Isaacson said
he operates in are Illinois, California,
Texas, Nevada, Michigan, Wiscon-

David Samsky for The Westfield Leader
COUNTY GREEN...A bird’s eye view captures attendees of the Union County St. Patrick’s Day Parade fundraiser at the
Kenilworth Veterans Hall Saturday night. The 11th annual parade will be held on Saturday, March 10, stepping off at 1 p.m.
on Morris Avenue in Union. The parade committee has named Elizabeth native Bill Lavin, president of the New Jersey State
Firemen’s Mutual Benevolent Association (FMBA), as this year’s Grand Marshal. See story on page 3.
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Rec. Comm. Discusses Pool
Signups, Tamaques Fields

By WAYNE BAKER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – Bernadette
Murphy, a resident, kicked off the
recreation commission Monday night
meeting by complaining about the
inconvenience of the process for sign-
ing up membership to the Westfield
Memorial Pool.

She said her main complaint was
the need to “line up at 5 a.m.” William
Palatucci, commission chairman, said
of the process, “Our view is it works
well.”

Recreation Director Bruce
Kaufman said the line last year was
processed by 9:15 a.m. and everyone
who was there by then was granted
membership. Additionally, he said
everyone who went to the sign up but
was denied membership will be
treated as members for purposes of
signup this year.

Mr. Kaufman said most residents
need to stand on line only once unless
they permit their membership to lapse,
and that some of the need for a line
was the result of requirements of New
Jersey’s Green Acres program.

Officials noted that letters describ-
ing these policies and identifying
those residents qualifying, as mem-
bers had not yet been mailed out to
residents. This year’s registration in-
formation will be mailed this week.

Slight modifications to the plan for
the spray park at the pool have gone
out for bid, officials said. The modi-
fications slightly widen the play area
at the pool.

In other business, Leo White, presi-
dent of the Westfield Baseball League
(WBL), outlined plans for field 5 at
Tamaques Park. The primary visible
change would be the addition of a
galvanized steel backstop on the base-
ball field. It would  also be converted
to a smaller size, being reduced from
90-foot base paths to 70-foot format.

Work on the field is to be a mix of
contractor and town (DPW) labor. A
portion of the cost is to come from the
user fees that the recreation commis-
sion began collecting last year. Mr.
White compared the anticipated re-
sult to field 2. Mr. White also indi-
cated that WBL is examining up-
grades to fields at Gumbert Field.

A neighbor of Sid Fay and Houlihan
Fields, Donna Panagas, asked about
scheduling of lights at the fields. Mr.
Kaufman responded that the lights at
Houlihan are to go off at 9:30 p.m. and
at 9:45 p.m. at Sid Fay. The director said
the parking area remains lit all night.

Mr. Kaufman said at some point
during the spring, parking at the fields
would be impacted by the construction,

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Police on Lookout
For Bank Robber

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

AREA – Local police departments
are on the lookout for a serial bank
robber who has hit 10 banks in Union,
Essex and Morris Counties since Sep-
tember.

Dubbed the “hat-wearing bandit,”
the robber wears different types of
hats in each of his robberies and at-
tacks mostly Commerce Banks.

According to published reports, the
suspect has worn baseball and mili-
tary caps and fishermen’s hats. Ber-
keley Heights’ police said the robber
wore a dark knit cap in his latest heist
at the Commerce Bank on Spring-
field Avenue on February 2.

The male suspect, described as be-
tween 45 and 55 years old, has robbed
banks in Chatham and Morris Town-
ships, Springfield, Summit and
Millburn. His first robbery was on on
September 22 at Springfield’s Com-
merce Bank on Morris Avenue. He
continues to strike every other week.

“He is a kind of unassuming guy,”
said Scotch Plains Detective Sergeant
Brian Donnelly. “The thing that is
unique is that he always has a hat on.”
However, Sergeant Donnelly said the
robber does not cover his face.

Sergeant Donnelly said the township
has eight or nine banks, including Com-
merce, which is located near Snuffy’s-
Pantagis restaurant. “We are keeping
an extra on that (Commerce Bank).”

“Fortunately, we haven’t been hit,”
Sergeant Donnelly said.

Westfield Police Chief John
Parizeau said his officers have been
instructed to “keep an eye on the
banks” during their patrols.

“He is definitely on our watch list,”
Chief Parizeau said, noting that four
Commerce Banks are located in the
area, including one on North Avenue.
Commerce also has branches on Park
Avenue in Scotch Plains and North
Avenue at Hetfield Avenue in Fanwood.

Chief Parizeau said the suspect in-
dicates he has a gun; however, no
firearm has been displayed in most of
the robberies.

“(In) the majority (of the robberies),
he doesn’t display a weapon…and
that’s not to bring attention to him-
self,” Chief Parizeau said.

Mountainside Police Captain Rich-
ard Osieja said the three banks in the
borough, two branches of Bank of
America and Valley National Bank,
have been been shown a picture of the
suspect. “And, if they [see] anything
suspicious, [they are] to contact us im-
mediately.”

Captain Osieja said because the
robber has only selected Commerce
Banks, “it would make you believe
[he] is probably a disgruntled former
employee or customer.”

Should the robber enter the area, he
said, it is likely he would pass through

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Victoria McCabe for The Westfield Leader
STORES HAVE VALENTINE’S DAY COVE(RED)...Westfield businesses get
festive for Valentine’s Day next Wednesday. Above, the Gap wishes shoppers a
happy Valentine’s Day in the style of its company-wide Red campaign. Below,
Brummer’s Chocolate displays an array of chocolates and gift ideas.

Foerst Aims to Make Demo
Notification More ‘Vigilant’

By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – Fourth Ward Coun-
cilman James Foerst,  chairman of the
town council’s code review and town
property committee, recommended
measures Tuesday night  that would
make the town more “vigilant” in terms
of demolition permit notifications.

Upon discussion, the council con-
curred with Mr. Foerst to move the
recommendations forward.

Mr. Foerst said the “ultimate author-
ity” on demolition warnings rests, pur-
suant to New Jersey administrative code,
in the town’s designated building offi-
cial, Steve Freedman. The code lays out
notification provisions, but the com-
mittee looked to “tighten those up.”

One of Mr. Foerst’s recommenda-
tions sought to “define what a demoli-
tion is.” Under the proposed defini-

tion, the knocking down of 75 percent
or more of a building would be consid-
ered a demolition and would “trigger”
the adherence to other conditions.

One condition would more strictly
enforce the asbestos-abatement policy.
If deemed to be a demolition, an as-
bestos-removal company would have
to confirm that all traces of the “envi-
ronmental contaminant” are removed
prior to issuance of a permit.

Similarly, once termed a demoli-
tion site, a homeowner would face a
stricter rodent-abatement policy.

Mr. Foerst said the administrative
code allows the town to require that
“adjoining property owners receive
notice.” Adjoining properties consist of
those that touch or abut one another; no
consideration is made for a house across
the street from a demolition site.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Technology Budget Causes
Debate at BOE Meeting

By CARALINE KOELLHOFFER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — Board of Educa-
tion Business Administrator Robert
Berman presented the board with the
proposed technology budget on Tues-
day night.

Among the proposed initiatives are
new computers for the 24 fifth-grade
classrooms with a price tag of $34,344,
and eight carts for those same class-
rooms containing 20 laptops each,
which would cost $60,418. The latter
initiative is not yet factored into the
current proposed budget but was sup-
ported by faculty and administration
at the meeting, Mr. Berman said.

Tamaques School Principal Mike
Cullen said the two components of
the fifth-grade technology curricu-
lum go hand in hand, but if forced to
choose between the two, he would
select the laptops simply because there
are currently desktop computers in

the classrooms. “With the allowance
of prayer in the public schools, we’ll
go with the laptop carts, and hope that
those desktops don’t break down.”

Board member Beth Cassie sug-
gested using older but more compat-
ible computers for the fifth-grade class-
rooms as a way of cutting costs, while
adding the laptops to the curriculum.

Superintendent of Schools Will-
iam Foley said her agreed with this
notion, as long as new computers for
the fifth-graders are put on high pri-
ority for the next school year.

Board member Alice Hunnicutt
pointed to the necessity of making tech-
nology a priority in the classrooms. She
asked the district’s technology depart-
ment supervisor Barbara Mammen to
give the board “a better understanding
of what is mandated at the state and
federal level” with regard to technol-
ogy, and specifically whether the new
supplies are needed in the fifth-grade
classrooms for the coming year.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Town, Kasko Reach
Settlement Agreement

By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – Town Administra-
tor Jim Gildea told The Westfield
Leader Wednesday morning that “the
Town of Westfield and Officer Greg
Kasko have reached an agreement.
He will be retiring from the police
force in late 2007.”

In 2005, Mr. Kasko filed litigation
against the town, alleging he was ha-
rassed and retaliated against after he
reported information to town officials
per the town’s whistleblower policy.

The town suspended Mr. Kasko
with pay on July 7, 2006 for making
“false statements of material facts to
superior officers during an adminis-
trative hearing while under oath” dur-
ing a disciplinary hearing held in
May, as well as for statements alleg-
edly made during a police investiga-
tion conducted by superior officers.

The town previously suspended Mr.

Kasko for four days on charges that
he demonstrated “arrogant and disre-
spectful behavior” towards Mr. Gildea
and for publicly criticizing the ac-
tions of former Police Chief Bernard
Tracy during an altercation in the
town administrator’s office on No-
vember 3, 2004.

He was suspended six days for
sleeping on the job and failing to back
up an officer on a motor vehicle stop
in January 29, 2006.

Mr. Gildea said the agreement is
“global” and “takes care of all out-
standing matters between Kasko vs.
The Town of Westfield, including the
disciplinary hearing and the lawsuit.”

In terms of what “global” entails,
Mr. Gildea said what resulted is an
agreement “between all the parties in
the settlement, including myself, the
labor attorney, the attorney for the
joint insurance fund, Former Chief
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