
Page 24  Thursday, February 1, 2007 The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

Classics and Jazz Will
Combine in Benefit Concert
AREA – The Performing Arts Cen-

ter at Watchung Hills will host its
second major event since its gala
opening four months ago: a benefit
performance featuring the
Mendelssohn Chamber Orchestra of
Hungary. The proceeds for the con-
cert, to be held on Saturday, February
3, at 8 p.m., will benefit the high
school’s performing arts program.

The Mendelssohn Chamber Orches-
tra of Hungary, as the name suggests,
focuses on the works of the 19th cen-
tury composer Felix Mendelssohn.
However, the 16-member group’s rep-
ertoire goes beyond the baroque to the
contemporary Mendelssohn and more.

The eclectic February 3 concert
will also highlight two well-regarded
figures in the jazz world: Bob
Magnuson, tenor saxophone and
Perry Robinson, clarinet. Watchung
Hills Regional High School senior
Helen Kim, an accomplished pia-
nist, will also perform.

The benefit, which reflects the tal-
ents of both the classicists and the jazz
artists, will include in its program such
selections as Mendelssohn’s Sym-
phony for Strings in B Minor,
Tchaikovsky’s Serenade for Strings,
Schneider’s Concert for Clarinet and
Strings, Mozart’s Exsultate Jubilate,
Kurt Weil/Schneider’s My Ship and
Ferenc Farkas’ Air and Hungarian
Rondo. Student Helen Kim will per-
form the first movement of Mozart’s
Piano Concerto No. 9 in E Flat.

Advanced tickets for the perfor-
mance may be purchased in the main
office of Watchung Hills , located at
108 Stirling Road in Warren Town-
ship, or ordered through whrhs.org.

Orchestra seats are $20 for adults,
$10 for senior citizens and students;
rear orchestra and mezzanine seats are
$10 for adults and $7 for seniors and
students. Tickets will also be available
on the night of the performance. (Mez-
zanine level is only accessible via stairs.)

County Teen Arts Fest
Needs Volunteers

COUNTY – The Union County
Teen Arts Festival, sponsored by the
Union County Board of Chosen Free-
holders and the Office of Cultural and
Heritage Affairs in the Department of
Economic Development, is a two-
day celebration of the arts held annu-
ally at Union County College in
Cranford.

The event, scheduled for Thursday
and Friday, March 15 and 16, is open
to all students from public, private
and parochial middle and high schools
in Union County.

Anyone interested in any of these
activities is asked to contact the Union
County Office of Cultural and Heri-
tage Affairs at 633 Pearl Street, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey 07202; or call (908)
558-2550. Relay users call 1-800-852-
7899 or e-mail culturalinfo@ucnj.org.

JCC Dances to New
‘Rhythm and Motion’

By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Jewish
Community Center of Central New
Jersey (JCC) recently added another
activity to its repertoire of offerings
to the community.

JCC is now the site of “Rhythm and
Motion,” a school of dance run by
Fanwood resident Deborah Price.

“Rhythm and Motion” offers three
tiers of dance instruction: children to
age 9, teenagers, and adults. Classes
are held in jazz, modern, ballet, tap
and hip-hop dance forms and run
from September through May, as well
as during the summer.

The “Rhythm and Motion” dance
instructors bring to JCC a wealth of

experience, ranging from working at
Radio City Music Hall, Minskoff
Theatre and well-known cruise lines
like Celebrity and Norwegian, to per-
forming with the Brooklyn Dance
Theatre, touring nationally with PBS,
and appearing on television.

Ms. Price also has an extensive
dance résumé.

“I have been in the dance field all
my life,” she explained.

She began her dance career in
Plainfield, where she was the winner
of many awards and scholarships. As
a child, she was a member of the
Garden State Ballet Company. Later
she was a dance instructor in central
New Jersey for 12 years.

An ACE–certified fitness trainer
who is also certified to teach Pilates,
Ms. Price currently serves as JCC’s
assistant fitness director.

In this position, she works with
JCC members, trains, teaches classes
and runs new programs.

It was Ms. Price who approached
the JCC about starting a dance school.

“There was a need for a dance
school in our community,” she said.

“‘Rhythm and Motion’ differs from
other dance schools in that parents
can work-out, swim, or go to the café
for food or coffee while their child is
studying dance,” she continued.

Children ages kindergarten through
grade 8 who participate in Kid Zone,
JCC’s after school program, can at-
tend “Rhythm and Motion” directly
after school.

For more information about “Rhythm
and Motion” School of Dance, or to
receive an online brochure, log onto
jccnj.org or call Ms. Price directly at
(908) 889-8800, extension 225.

The Little Opera Company
Young Artist Program

Presents

Hansel
and

Gretel
Performed in English

1 PM & 7 PM Sat. Feb. 3, 2007
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church

414 East Broad Street, Westfield

1 PM & 7 PM Sat. Feb. 17, 2007
First Presbyterian Church

11 Springfield Avenue, Cranford

$10 Adults     $5 Children under 10      (908) 789 - 9696

Workshops Brighten
Up Winter at VACNJ

AREA – The Visual Arts Center of
New Jersey (VACNJ), located at 68
Elm Street in Summit, will offer a host
of special workshops this winter. Work-
shops – for all ages – present an oppor-
tunity to learn a new art medium,
enhance skills in a particular medium
or build appreciation for the arts.

New this winter is a workshop se-
ries on the appreciation of art. “What
is Modernism,” on Thursday evening,
January 25, with artist/instructor Eric
Jiaju Lee, will take attendees on a
journey through the past 150 years to
help them understand how the prac-
tice and theory of art changed dra-
matically toward the end of the 19th
century.

“Sensualists and Prudes,” with
Enrique Flores-Galbis, will present a
dialogue on visual systems, expecta-
tions and desires in the world of art.
The public can enjoy digital projec-
tions of the world’s most beautiful
paintings in a relaxed Friday evening
atmosphere. Offered three Friday
evenings in March – 2, 16 and 30, one
can attend one or all.

“Photo Transfers on Paper and Fab-
ric,” with Hollie Heller, will intro-
duce artists to the technique of using
photo transfer paper and an ink jet
color copier to create imagery that
can then be ironed onto a variety of
fabrics and papers.

It will be offered on Saturday, Feb-

ruary 10, from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
“Introduction to Photoshop Elements
4.0” will be offered on two Satur-
days, March 17 and 24, from 10 a.m.
to 4 p.m.

Instructor Joseph Apice will teach
this workshop designed for students
new to digital photography who want
to work on their images using Adobe
Photoshop Elements 4.0.

The Arts Center’s Youth Arts Pro-
gram features a full range of work-
shops for children and teens. “Meet
Michelangelo,” for ages 6 to 9 with
Becky Santora, and “Winter Wonder-
land,” for ages 9 to 12 with Francesca
Mucciolo, are two of the offerings.

Ms. Santora will have her students
creating their own masterpiece while
lying on their backs, painting on the
underside of a table, to understand
and replicate what the great master
did when he painted the Sistine Chapel
ceiling.

It is offered on Monday and Tues-
day afternoon, March 12 and 13. Ms.
Mucciolo’s students will study win-
ter scene masterpieces and then cre-
ate paintings using a mixed-media
approach. It is offered Saturday morn-
ing, January 20, from 10 a.m. to noon.

For more information on these and
the many other classes and work-
shops offered at the VACNJ, contact
them at (908) 273-9121 or visit
artcenternj.org.

Coffee with Conscience Concerts
Continue to Brew Strong Cups

By MEREDITH MANNINO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – Recently, The Cof-
fee With Conscience Concert Series of
Westfield presented folk singers
Jonathan Byrd, winner of the 2003
Kerville New Folk festival, and Karen
Mal, a renowned lyricist and musician.

The longtime friends and artistic
colleagues sang duets and solos while
playing acoustic guitar and mandolin
to a small group of attendees. The
show was a stellar kickoff to the duo’s
two-week east-coast tour.

Mr. Byrd, a Chapel Hill, N.C. na-
tive, is a gem in concert. He plays and
sings in the engaging, earthy,
storytelling cowboy style embedded
in the culture of America’s western
and southern states. The self-pro-
claimed “country and Americana”
lyricist/musician grew up singing in
the Baptist church; his mother played
piano and his father was a preacher.

As an adolescent, he moved with
his family to Germany. As a young
adult, he served four years in the navy
and then returned to North Carolina
and immersed himself in Chapel Hill’s
underground rock music scene.

The singer says his past and current
experiences and travels provide fer-
tile and ever-changing inspiration for
his writing.

Circa 2000, after attending a

“fiddler’s convention” in Virginia, his
rock music style changed.

“It changed my life and it changed
my music, just banging away on an A
chord for hours at a time and sipping
that corn liquor,” he wrote on his web
site. “I didn’t know the songs and I
didn’t care. Whatever these people had
a hold of I wanted some of it. People got
killed, died or fell in love and then got
killed or maybe drank themselves to
death. They weren’t gonna be treated
this way and they’d trade their shoes for
a little bottle of booze.”

Mr. Byrd’s music career took off
after this revelation, and he’s been

steadily writing, recording and touring
ever since. His 2002 album, entitled
“The Waitress,” is a collection of bal-
lads with powerful, down-to-earth mes-
sages of love, survival and humanity.

On his new album, “This Is The
New That,” he connects with his rock
/indie roots. His voice, the semi grunge-
style tunes, meaningful lyrics and the
fact that in person he’s extremely soul-
ful, pleasant and calm are the reasons
for my addiction to this album.

Ms. Mal’s talent is impressive as
well. Her voice is harmonious, beau-
tiful and sweet, and her spirit is the
same way. Her studio work is super,
especially “Mercury’s Wings” (2002).

This album is lovely, mellow and
pastoral, and she’s got a soon-to-be-
released recording in the works. The
folk singer played one of her new songs,
entitled “Surprise,” this weekend, and
its uplifting message resonates: “You
can wait for miracles that never come
around/But you won’t see a shooting
star if you’re always looking down.”

Traditional Celtic music “informs
my sense of melody and my singing
style,” she commented. “I feel really
glad that it’s part of my calling to
keep alive where traditional music
came from.”

The native New Englander lives in
Austin, Tex.

The Coffee With Conscience Con-
cert Series of Westfield is a compila-
tion of live performances of eclectic
and emerging singer/songwriters.

Tickets to the performances, which
are usually held in the basement of
the First United Methodist Church of

Westfield, are reasonable, and pro-
ceeds are donated to charity. Quality
coffee is available at every show,
thanks to the event’s current director,
Ahrre Maros, owner of Ahrre’s Cof-
fee Roastery, located at 104 Elm Street
in Westfield.

Reverend Jeff Markay of the Spring-
field Emanuel United Methodist
Church developed the series in 2000.

He searched for a way to encour-
age community involvement. Several
congregation members suggested a
“coffee-house style” concert series
as the solution. The Reverend asked
Mr. Maros to donate the coffee, and
selected several charities to receive
the event’s proceeds.

When Rev. Markay was transferred
to another church, Mr. Maros, a music
fan with solid experience organizing
small live shows, noted that he “be-
came the glue that held it all together.”

“It’s a win-win for everyone,” Mr.
Maros said, and emphasized the value
of the First United Methodist Church’s
gratis contribution – its basement
turned tiny concert hall.

“The local community benefits
because the people get great music in
their own backyards,” he said.

A concert from the series is held
on the third Saturday of every
month, from September to June.
Proceeds from the Byrd / Mal con-
cert were donated to the Eric
Johnson House in Morristown, a
non-profit organization that pro-
vides transitional housing with sup-
portive services for people living
with HIV/AIDS.

CHANGE IS GOOD…Michael Mietlicki of Scotch Plains, a senior at the Wardlaw-
Hartridge School in Edison, delivered his senior speech on January 24, encourag-
ing his peers to embrace change by becoming motivated and innovative. “We can
make the change, we can be the difference...this school teaches us to do just that,”
he said. The son of Michael and Mary Anne Mietlicki of Scotch Plains, Michael
will portray Mayor Shinn in the school’s spring musical, The Music Man, from
Thursday through Saturday, March 1 to 3.

Courtesy of Azham Wasi
NO GUILTY CONSCIENCE...Karen Mal, lyricist and musician, and Jonathan
Byrd, of a folk background, play at the Coffee With Conscience Concert Series of
Westfield.

Washington School Show Challenges ‘Status Quo’

TAKE TAKE TAKE TAKE TAKE THE STTHE STTHE STTHE STTHE STAAAAAGEGEGEGEGE

By SUSAN M. DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – It’s a legend, a
tradition: the annual Washington El-
ementary School show, where par-
ents, teachers and staff combine tal-
ents to raise money for the school.

Until seeing it for myself on Fri-
day, January 26, I had no reason to
understand the hype and draw of this
phenomenon.

This year’s original show, Stick to
the Status Quo encompassed songs
and themes – from musicals like
Grease, Hairspray, Wicked and “High
School Musical” – that all deal with
stereotypes from two distinctly dif-
ferent social groups. The twist here
was the second act trial of the teen
hero.

“The tradition of staging a parent-
driven show began at Grant School in
February 1948,” read the playbill,
“when a small-scale talent show was
produced in an effort to encourage
attendance at PTA meetings.”

Washington School took over the

tradition in 1980 when Grant School
closed.

So popular was this year’s offer-
ing, the 59th show, that 175 volun-
teers were involved in its conception
and production.

Even though Eric Ingber’s child,
Taylor, is now in seventh grade, as the
band’s drummer, Mr. Ingber said he
continues to lend his talents to the
annual event for the school.

“Every parent is intermingled in
one way or another [with the show],”
Mr. Ingber said. “If not, they feel the
guilt!”

Although it’s almost unfair to single
out individuals in an ensemble show
of this sort, a few need mentioning.

“Popular” valley girl Heather (Patty
Vera) stole the show with her stellar
vocal advice.

Right on her heels for their perfor-
mances were muscleman Matt Felix,
playing the school’s star basketball
player, and Nancy Gleason as the
quiet “brainiac.”

Jonathan Fishman as John J. Jani-

tor delivered a rapid-fire monologue
in the “Law and Order” courtroom
scene that rightfully brought down
the house.

What would a Parent-Teacher Or-
ganization (PTO) show be without
the obligatory array of blonde-wigged
men in drag? Their rendition of “These
Boots Were Made for Walkin” would
make Nancy Sinatra smile.

And with Judge Judy Moody’s
(Lucy Biegler) lip sync of Aretha
Franklin’s “Think,” the robed jury
members of teachers and administra-
tors danced and cut loose while stu-
dents shouted their teachers’ names
in support.

“One” from A Chorus Line was a
visual standout with dancers present-
ing classy moves while decked out in
silver trimmed costumes.

The select chorus’ rendition of
Rent’s “Seasons of Love” boasted
great harmony, but it needed a brighter
spotlight on the solo voices so the
singers could be appropriately recog-
nized.

The audience roared its approval
for the striped prison gang’s render-
ing of “So you had a Bad Day.”

Congrats to writers Elizabeth
Doles, Matt Felix and Mitch Slater;
producers Charlie Bowman, Anita
Mushell, Jen Schildge and Lois Walter
and directors Dorothy Norris and
Angela Drachi for pulling off a clever,
fun show.

Musical direction by Rich Bucci
(on keyboard and alto sax) and
Candace Wicke kept the beat mov-
ing.

The last song’s refrain of “We’re
All in This Together” summed up
the time and effort of the volun-
teers.

Westfield Councilwoman Vicki
Kimmins (seated next to me) filled
me in on the history of the show. She
should know, since she remembers
her own mother up on the stage when
she was an elementary school stu-
dent.

“It’s a hoot…there’s such a sense
of community with this event,” she
said.

“I come back every year to see
friends and to support the project.”

Now I understand why.

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ONE SINGULAR SENSATION…Members of the 175 volunteers who wrote,
produced and starred in Stick to the Status Quo, Washington Elementary School’s
annual show, take a bow at the evening’s conclusion.


