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Newcomers Club Plans
Open House Tuesday
WESTFIELD – The Newcomers

Club of Westfield will hold an open
house event on Tuesday, February 6,
at 8 p.m. at a member’s home. Pro-
spective members will have an op-
portunity to meet current club mem-
bers and learn about the group’s
many activities.

Among the club’s current monthly
offerings are book groups; children’s
playgroups and activities; women’s
social outings; dinners at local res-
taurants and social events for couples.

Founded in 1944, the Newcomers
Club is a social organization for
women over the age of 21 who are
new to Westfield or surrounding com-
munities or established residents who
have experienced a change in lifestyle,
such as the birth or adoption of a
baby, a marriage, a job change or a
move within the town.

If interested in attending this event
or obtaining more information about
the club, please call Kerry Mooney at
(908) 654-0102.

Mr. Miller to Recall Events
Surrounding 1782 Hanging

WESTFIELD – Bob Miller will
discuss “Westfield’s 1782 Hanging
of James Morgan” at the Westfield
Historical Society’s First Wednes-
day Luncheon, which will be held at
noon on February 7 at B.G. Fields
Restaurant, located at 560 Spring-
field Avenue in Westfield.

Mr. Miller, the luncheon’s pro-
gram chairman, will relate the cir-
cumstances that led up to the hang-
ing of Morgan in Westfield. He will
describe how on November 24, 1781,
Morgan, an American sentry on duty
at a ferry dock in Elizabeth Town
Point, fired the shot that killed the
Reverend James Caldwell.

One of America’s Revolutionary
War heroes, Reverend Caldwell was
pastor of the Old First Presbyterian
Church in Elizabeth. He had been

appointed chaplain of the New Jersey
troops soon after the war broke out.
Due to his combative nature,  Rever-
end Caldwell was known throughout
the war as the “fighting parson.”

Under suspicion that the British
had bribed him to perform this deed,
Morgan immediately was arrested
and put in irons. After a short delay,
he was brought to trial in the
Westfield Presbyterian Church on
January 21, 1782. Several of
Westfield’s leading citizens served
on the jury, with Chief Justice John
Cleves Symmes presiding.

Feelings against Morgan ran high
and a guilty verdict was soon reached.
Mr. Miller will tell of Morgan’s final
freezing journey on January 29 to
the hill on East Broad Street where
the gallows awaited him.

Regular attendees of the First
Wednesday Luncheon will be con-
tacted by a telephone committee of
the Westfield Historical Society or
by e-mail. Space permitting, others
also may attend the luncheon. Inter-
ested  individuals are asked to call
(908) 233-2930 by noon on Monday,
February 5.

Miller-Cory House Museum
Seeks Additional Volunteers
WESTFIELD – The Miller-Cory

House Museum in Westfield is seek-
ing new volunteers to help bring its
various programs on Colonial America
to life for the community. Opportuni-
ties exist for many different interests,
either on weekdays or weekends.

Volunteers are needed to give tours
of the historic house to school groups
during the week and to visitors dur-
ing Sunday programs; to cook au-
thentic Colonial recipes over the open
hearth; to demonstrate Colonial crafts
in local schools and to assist in up-
keep of the herb, vegetable, dye and
flower gardens. The amount of time
given is up to the volunteer. Full train-
ing is provided for every activity.

When Samuel Miller built the house
in 1740 for his wife, Sabra, Westfield
had one church, 14 houses, one black-
smith, one tavern and one schoolhouse.
The Millers had 100 acres, their prop-
erty stretching from what is now the
museum at 614 Mountain Avenue to
the beginning of Westfield’s down-
town. The house became a museum in
1972, named for first owner Samuel
Miller and for Joseph Cory, who bought
the house in 1782.

Certified as a historic site and en-
tered on both the State and National
Registers of Historic Places, the mu-
seum provides an opportunity for
children and their families to learn
about their American heritage both
on site and in local schools through
its special “Showcase” program.

These programs are made possible
through the efforts of a dedicated
group of volunteers. The museum is

EARNING THE GOLD…Once again, 13 girls from the Westfield Girl Scout
community achieved their Gold Award, the highest award in Girl Scouting.
Pictured, from left to right, are: Front row, Danielle Tepper, Kimberly O’Donnell-
Pickert, Ayn Carlee Wisler and Annie Peyton, from Troops 192, 498 and 681, and
back row, Lindsey Romano, Ilene Goodman, Emily Kieczykowski, Claire Skudlark
Fox, Jacqueline Snyder, Kristina Cofone, Caitlin Bludgus, Meridith Arlington
and Jamie Steiner, all from Troop 295.

Thirteen Girl Scouts Receive
Gold Award at Ceremony

WESTFIELD – The Westfield Girl
Scout community recently honored
13 young women from Troops 192,
498, 681 and 295 for having earned
their Gold Award – the highest award
in Girl Scouting. During a ceremony
at the First Congregational Church in
Westfield, each young woman was
presented to the audience and ex-
plained her individual Gold Award
project, which required a minimum
60-hour time commitment.

Kimberly O’Donnell-Pickert orga-
nized an Energy Awareness and Solu-
tions Expo where speakers gave infor-
mation on fuel usage, energy efficient
home appliances and the benefits of
solar energy. A Toyota representative
discussed the Prius, a new hybrid car
that was available for a road test.

Ayn Carlee Wisler promoted local
awareness that the 250th Signal Bat-
talion stationed at the Westfield Na-
tional Guard Armory was deployed to
Iraq through activities supporting sol-
diers and their families. Her project
involved hanging yellow ribbons in
the town, preparation of a family room
at the Armory and coordinating a toy
drive to fill it. During Family Readi-
ness meetings, Ayn and other Girl
Scouts watched and played with the
children. Additionally, a holiday party
and spring carnival were planned for
the families and, upon the soldiers’
safe return, Ayn planted a memorial
tree in back of the Armory.

Meridith Arlington and Caitlin
Bludgus cleaned, organized and cata-
logued the tack, clothing and other
donated items in the attic storage area
at the Winslow Therapeutic Riding
Center in Warwick, N.Y.

The two labeled and compartmen-
talized equipment and supplies, sized
all the clothing and designated por-
tions of the attic for future storage.
They then prepared an area for the
sale of clothing, saddles, helmets, T-
shirts and other riding items, with the
proceeds benefiting Winslow.

Kristina Cofone and Jacqueline
Snyder created an after-school
mentoring program at the Stilman
Elementary School in Plainfield.
Westfield and Plainfield High School
student mentors were recruited and
trained following a guideline hand-
book created by the girls. Over a four-
month period of 12 sessions, a cur-
riculum of sports, games, arts and
crafts and homework help was devel-
oped and implemented.

Claire Skudlark Fox designed a
Naturalist-in-Training Summer Camp
program for children age 12 to 14 at

the Trailside Nature and Science Cen-
ter in Mountainside. Activities and
lessons addressed teamwork, respon-
sibility, respect, teambuilding, water
and forest safety and identification of
local wildlife, among other topics.
This initiative will be presented as a
summer program this year.

Ilene Goodman worked with pro-
fessionals at the Westfield “Y,” teach-
ing children age eight to 11 how to
exercise while having fun and to pre-
pare and eat healthy foods.

Emily Kieczykowski worked with
the Hillside Board of Health to pro-
vide free health screenings for women
at the Agape Soup Kitchen in Eliza-
beth. She was able to arrange for a
visit by the Mobile Mammogram bus
to give 18 women free mammograms.

Lindsey Romano and Jamie Steiner
worked with the Child Life program
in the Pediatric Department at Uni-
versity Hospital in Newark. Select-
ing a future career as their main fo-
cus, they used arts and crafts projects
and the creation and design of indi-
vidual sock puppets to create a stress-
free environment for patients age four
to 12 with injuries such as broken
arms and legs and illnesses like sickle
cell anemia and diabetes.

Danielle Tepper held music classes
for autistic children at Jefferson El-
ementary School in Westfield. She
helped them make their own instru-
ments, taught them how to play and
presented a program for the parents at
the end of the session.

Annie Peyton shared her knitting
skills with several troops including
her own. After teaching them to knit
simple squares, she arranged and
sewed the squares into children’s blan-
kets that were distributed to pediatric
units in hospitals throughout New
Jersey through Project Linus.

This is the third year that Westfield
has honored 13 young women. Their
leaders are Merry Wisler, Carol Snyder,
Nan Luscombe and Malissa Cass.

in great need of individuals who would
like to join this group. For more infor-
mation on volunteer opportunities,
please call the museum office week-
day mornings at (908) 232-1776.

Nature Club Schedules
First Meeting of 2007
MOUNTAINSIDE – The Greater

Watchung Nature Club will hold its
first meeting of 2007 on Tuesday,
February 6, at 7:30 p.m. in the Court-
house of the Mountainside Munici-
pal Building, located on Route 22,
East, and New Providence Road.

The courthouse is the second build-
ing and is best reached by entering
right from New Providence Road.

Club member Terry Carruthers, a
native of Ireland and an expert on
seabird identification, will present
the program that evening. He will
show slides taken on a trip to the
British Isles, as well as slides featur-
ing isles off Scotland.

On Saturday, February 10, the club
will sponsor a trip to the Hackensack
Meadowlands, led by Pete Axelrod.
A wetland located just outside of
New York City, it is a tidal area that
attracts an abundance of waterfowl.
Participants will walk the dikes and
visit the Environmental Center.

Those planning to go on the trip
are advised to bring scopes and lunch.
Participants will meet at 8:30 a.m. at
the far end of the Target parking lot
off Central Avenue in Clark to form
carpools and get directions. Guests
are always welcome at club meet-
ings and other events.

PRESIDENT’S DAY CLEARANCE

FEATURES & AMENITIES:
■  Over 200 Group Fitness

Classes offered each week
■ Aquatic Center

Jr. Olympic Pool
Therapy Pool
Spa Pool

■ Personalized Programs
■ Certified Trainers /

Exercise Physiologists
■ Nurses
■ Medical Advisory Board
■ Full Service Day Spa
■ Child Care
■ Beautifully Appointed

Locker Rooms
■ Sauna
■ Steamroom
■ Aqua Therapy
■  Physical/Occupational Therapy
■ Cardiac Rehab Phase III
■ Cooking Classroom
■ Healthy Café

STATE-OF-THE-ART
EQUIPMENT:
■ Treadmills
■ Stair Steppers
■ Upright/Recumbent Bikes
■ Ellipticals
■ Rowers
■ Free Weights
■ Selectorized Equipment
■ Pilates Reformers
■ Cybex
■ Stretch Stations
■ FreeMotion
■ TechnoGym
■ Kinesis
■ Nautilus
■ HammerStrength
■ Keiser
■ LifeFitness
■ Precor
■ NordicTrack
■ BodyMasters,
and much more...

EDUCATIONAL LECTURES
& PROGRAMS / SPECIALTY
PROGRAMS:
■  Healthy Cooking Classes
■ Nutritional Counseling
■ Registered Dietician
■ Adolescent Programs
■ Speakers Bureau
■ AED/CPR Training
■ Physician Lectures
■ Diabetes Education
■ Health Screenings
■ Stress Management
■ Variety of Weight

Management Courses
■ Wellness Health Fairs
■ Youth Programs
■ Parent & Me
■ Swim Instruction
■ Lifesaving Training

Robert Wood Johnson University Hospital Rahway invites you to learn more about the region’s
most spectacular, professional and comprehensive Fitness and Wellness Center. Take advantage
of our construction discounts as we discuss with you how the proper environment, education,
nutrition and professional instruction will help you achieve all your fitness and health goals. With this ad and the purchase of a membership. Hurry! Offer ends

2/8/07. Cannot be combined with any other offer.  First time visitors.
Must be 21 years or older.  Some restrictions apply.

FOR PRE-GRAND OPENING DISCOUNTS!

2120 Lamberts Mill Rd.
Scotch Plains

(908) 232-6100

New Extended Hours!
Now Open Sundays!

Our information and enrollment center is open
Mon.-Fri. 9-9, Sat. 9-5 & Sun. 10-5

An Affiliate of RWJ University Hospital Rahway

Holy Trinity Seniors
Announce Meeting

WESTFIELD – The Holy Trinity
Senior Social Club will meet on Mon-
day, February 12, at 1:30 p.m. in the
Holy Trinity Interparochial School
auditorium, located at 336 First Street
in Westfield.

Westfield Fire Chief Daniel Kelly
will be the guest speaker and will
provide fire prevention information
of special interest to senior citizens.
Refreshments will be served follow-
ing the program.

Club members also will have an
opportunity to sign up at the February
12 meeting for two upcoming trips.

The group’s annual Irish celebra-
tion will be held on Wednesday,
March 7, at the Brownstone in Pater-
son. It will feature musical enter-
tainment, a one-hour open bar and a
full luncheon menu of corn beef with
cabbage, roast chicken, vegetables,
salad, desserts, coffee and tea. The
cost is $52 per person and transpor-
tation is included.

On Thursday, April 19, members
will travel to the Paper Mill Play-
house in Millburn for an afternoon
matinee of Seven Brides For Seven
Brothers. Tickets are $65 each. All
are invited to return for dinner at
B.G. Fields Restaurant in Westfield.

Eagle Candidate Begins
Curb Stenciling Project

WESTFIELD – Eagle Scout can-
didate Matthew Ciarrocca of
Westfield began working on his Eagle
Scout project January 27 as part of
the criteria for receiving the highest
award in Boy Scouting.

Matthew and a group of supervised
volunteers are stenciling house num-
bers on the Belgian block curbing
outside of residential homes in a se-
lect area of Westfield’s Third Ward.

The select area spans Rahway Av-
enue to South Avenue; South Avenue
to Central Avenue; Central Avenue to
Grove Street and Grove Street to
Rahway Avenue. All streets within
that parameter will be stenciled.

Flyers indicating which streets will be
worked on next are being distributed to
the homes the day before work begins.

This project has been sanctioned
by the Westfield Town Council and
endorsed by the town’s police and
fire departments and its rescue squad
as an excellent public safety initia-
tive. Work will be completed in the
select area by Tuesday, March 20.

Caregivers Meeting
Set at Parish Center

WESTFIELD – A support group
for those caring for elderly or chroni-
cally ill loved ones will meet on Mon-
day, February 5, at 8 p.m. in the parish
center of St. Helen’s Roman Catholic
Church on Lamberts Mill Road in
Westfield.

Meetings are held on the first non-
holiday Monday of each month. These
are information and sharing sessions.
For more information, please call
Marilyn Ryan at (908) 233-8757.


