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County Taxes to Jump $12.9 Mil.
Under $415-Mil. Spending Plan

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

COUNTY – County taxes would
increase in 19 of the 21 municipali-
ties under a $415.2-million executive
budget submitted to the Board of
Chosen Freeholders last week by
County Manager George Devanney.
The spending plan is up nearly $15
million – 3.6 percent – over 2006,
with the proposed tax levy jumping
$12.9 million – 5.7 percent – to $239.6
million.

Locally, county taxes in Westfield
would rise $131 on average to $2,306;
$102 in Scotch Plains to $1,685; $73
in Fanwood to $1,418, and $64 in
Mountainside to $2,102. Garwood
residents would see a $50 decline for
an average county tax bill of $1,119.
Summit homeowners would see the
largest increase of $191 to $3,128,
followed by Westfield and neighbor-
ing Clark, which would see a $114
hike to $1,391. Cranford taxpayers
would pay $1,459, an increase of
$77, according to “average house-
hold impact” figures released by the
county’s public information depart-
ment based on the projected $13-
million increase in county taxes.

The proposal, which will be re-
viewed by the freeholders’ finance
committee over the next few months,
would mean county taxes have in-
creased $89.5 million since 2000,
when they were $150.1 million, an
increase of 59.6 percent, based on tax
levy figures.

The county’s spending plan was
$355.9 million in 2004 with a tax levy
of $203.8 million, $390 million in
2005 with taxes at $216.3 million and
$400.8 million with taxes at $226.6
million last year, according to data
from previous budgets.

County spokesman Sebastian
D’Elia said the amount that the aver-
age county taxpayer pays has actu-
ally increased by 48 percent over the

last year.
“The figure I was talking about was

the average tax increase, not the tax
levy, which is a misleading figure and
not a true barometer at all for what
taxpayers pay. The tax levy has never
been an accurate barometer of what
homeowners pay in terms of taxes
because it includes commercial
taxes,” Mr. D’Elia said in an e-mail.

In terms of revenues, the county
tax levy has risen from accounting for
49 percent of total revenues in 2000
to 57 percent last year and would
remain at that percentage under the
executive budget. The county’s sur-
plus is down $2 million from last year
to $20 million.

In a budget letter to the freeholders
CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

source: County of Union budgets, 2007 Executive Budget

courtesy of Charlie Bowman
ALL IN THIS TOGETHER…Washington Elementary School parents and teach-
ers perform in the annual Washington School show. This year’s show, Stick to the
Status Quo, continues a tradition that began in 1948 at the former Grant School
and moved to Washington in 1980, when Grant closed. See story on page 24.

Horace Corbin for The Westfield Leader
COMMUTER CHILLS...Westfield commuters stoically endure the cool winter morning and practice their normal habits
while awaiting the arrival of their train on Tuesday morning.

DWC Elects 2007 Board;
Budget Rises 2.5 Percent
By GINA LEVINE-LEVY

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — The Downtown
Westfield Corporation (DWC) held
its annual reorganization meeting on
Monday night and voted in its new
slate of officers.

There are two new board members.
Lisa Bertone-Marvin, owner of
Rockn’ Joe Coffeehouse and Bistro,
will serve as secretary. Alan DeRose,
who returned to the board after three
years, will be the assistant secretary.
Returning board members from 2006
are David Martone as chairman,
Dominick Verdic as vice chairman,
Lee Hale as treasurer and Diane
Barabas as assistant treasurer.

First Ward Councilman Sal Caruana

remains council liaison, and Frank Arena,
a non-voting member, remains Mayor
Andy Skibitsky’s designee. Westfield
Town Administrator James Gildea also
sits on the board as a non-voting mem-
ber. After reorganization, the DWC board
held its first official meeting of 2007.

Executive Director Sherry Cronin
said the DWC finished fiscal year (FY)
2006 with “a little surplus,” which will
roll into this year’s budget. Almost
$9,000 in interest income and more
than $2,000 in conference room rent-
als helped offset last year’s expenses.

The DWC will present its FY 2007
budget to the Westfield Town
Council’s Finance Committee on
Thursday, February 15. The antici-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

WF Council Moves to Keep
Appointed Employee Pensions

By MICHAEL J POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – In addition to dis-
cussions on Memorial Park improve-
ments last Tuesday, Town Council
Finance Policy Committee Chairman
Peter Echausse spoke about pension
compensation for appointed employ-
ees and a two-tiered payment rate for
members of the town’s legal team.

The First Ward councilman said
the committee recently sat down with
the legal team to ascertain “what these
people do on a day-to-day basis.”

Calling them “quasi-full-time em-
ployees,” he proposed keeping ap-
pointed employees in the pension sys-
tem “with the caveat and understand-
ing that they are at risk of some legis-
lative change down the road from the
state pertaining to appointed officials.”

Mayor Andy Skibitsky agreed with
the idea of waiting to see the state’s
position on pension reform before
possibly putting the town at a “com-
petitive disadvantage.”

He said, “If we lose one of our
attorneys, I want to be able to go to
the marketplace and get the best at-
torney we can get.”

Mr. Echausse said currently, the town
is obligated to pay $9,000 per year in
pension payouts to six individuals –
the prosecutor, judge, public defender,
board of adjustment and planning
board attorneys and Town Attorney
Bob Cockren. Labor Attorney Rick
Danser does not receive a pension.

Mr. Echausse also said the com-
mittee didn’t recommend moving for-
ward with demanding requests for
qualification (RFQ) when bidding for
legal services.

Third Ward Councilman Dave
Haas, who voted against the mea-
sures, said, “To the extent that mem-
bers of the legal team are already

vested in the pension system, every
year they add on is a multiplier on
what they will get when they retire.”

He added, though, that it was “not
financially feasible to take them (exist-
ing employees) out of the pension sys-
tem,” and that he would “like to see us
go forward with legislation that would
grandfather our current employees, but
would require us to look very carefully
before hiring new employees and put-
ting them in the pension system.”

The other dissenting voice on the
measures to keep appointed employ-
ees in the pension system and not
send the requests out to a competitive
bid, both of which received simple
majorities, Fourth Ward Councilman
Tom Bigosinski told The Westfield
Leader last Wednesday morning that
the $9,000 figure is “misleading.”

“The real value is the extra year in
the system, which will cause a wind-
fall later on,” he added. Saying that the
council is only looking at the issue in

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

Courtesy of Scotch Plains Historical Society
LOOKING BACK…Charlie Brown’s
Streakhouse, which burned to the ground
last week, is shown here as it looked in
1944. This photo was a gift to the Histori-
cal Society of Scotch Plains and Fanwood
from Jeanette Rotella. In 1944, the es-
tablishment was the Glenview Manor
and was owned by the Triano family.

Charlie Brown’s Looks to
Rebuild, Open By Labor Day

By WAYNE BAKER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS — Charlie
Brown’s officials said this week that
they anticipate having a newly built
restaurant open by Labor Day fol-
lowing a fire that destroyed the Scotch
Plains restaurant
on North Avenue.

Ray Chmiel,
vice president of
construction for
Charlie Brown’s
Steakhouses, said
the company’s
“expectations are
to be open by La-
bor Day.” Mr.
Chmiel said
Charlie Brown’s
“will not reuse the
foundation be-
cause the ADA
(Americans with
Disabilities Act)
makes lowering
the building to
ease wheelchair
access sensible,” and that they “will
likely change the building’s footprint
slightly to improve function.” Charlie
Brown’s has already demolished the
small bit of the structure remaining
after the January 24 fire.

Scotch Plains Mayor Martin Marks
told The Westfield Leader, “We will
not be an obstacle to them.” The mayor
said he expected most township ap-
provals to be “fairly quick and easy,”
in part because most issues had been
reviewed in connection with the re-
cent renovation.

Additionally, Mayor Marks said,
“I’m very pleased at the response of
the firefighting team.” Firefighters
from Scotch Plains and surrounding

municipalities fought the early-morn-
ing blaze for hours. Pictures and a
video clip are available at
goleader.com.

Scotch Plains Fire Chief Jonathan
Ellis said, “The cause (of the fire) will
remain undetermined, and the fire is

considered to be of
accidental origin.”

Mr. Ellis said if
any further inves-
tigation were
done, Charlie
Brown’s insur-
ance company
would handle it.
The fire began in a
wall in the bar
area, which was
part of the old bal-
loon-style struc-
ture, leading some
to speculate that an
electrical issue
was the probable
cause.

The age of the
building appears to

be a factor in its loss, multiple resi-
dents said. The building had a lot of
history in the township. It was known
as the Glenview Manor, a restaurant
and bar, when it was operated by An-
thony and Carmela Triano from early

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

BOE Candidates
Must File by
February 26

AREA – Annual school board elec-
tions and budget referendums will be
held Tuesday, April 17 throughout
the state. The deadline to file as a
candidate seeking election to local
boards of education is Monday, Feb-
ruary 26, at 4 p.m. at one’s local BOE
business offices. The 2007 School
Board Candidates Kit can be obtained
from BOE business offices or down-
loaded from the Internet at
goleader.com/features.

The kit is produced by the New
Jersey School Boards Association and
is applicable to all districts holding
elections. It includes information about
legal qualifications for school-board
candidacy, campaign procedures, the
role of the school board member, New
Jersey School Ethics Act, important
dates in the school-election process,
briefing sessions for candidates and
sample filing petitions.

David Samsky for The Westfield Leader
GUEST OF HONOR…U.S. Attorney Chris Christie, left, was the guest speaker at
the annual awards dinner of the Gateway Chamber of Commerce Tuesday night at
the DoubleTree Hotel Newark Airport. Also pictured are Chamber President
James Coyle, center, and board member William Sanders of Mountainside.

WF Board of Ed. OK’s New
Student-Scheduling Software

By CARALINE KOELLHOFFER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — The board of edu-
cation Tuesday night approved the
purchase of a new software program
to aid in student scheduling and record
keeping that will cost the district
$260,000 over a two-year period.

The program, called Cimple, will
be implemented as students are being
scheduled for next year’s courses in
the coming weeks. Once underway,
the program will allow parents to
access their child’s grades, attendance
and other information.

Interim Westfield High School Prin-
cipal Dennis Fyffe spoke in support
of the program, along with Roosevelt
Intermediate School Principal Stewart
Carey, Tamaques Elementary School
Principal Mike Cullen, Director of
Guidance Steve Maczynski and Chief
Technology Officer Hal Johnson.

Mr. Fyffe told the board that out of
the number of students who were
scheduled for classes last year, 76
percent received all the classes they
requested. With the new program, the
success rate is expected to be 90 per-

cent minimum for the first year, and
95 percent the second year. He said
this would allow school counselors to
spend less time on scheduling and
more time on students’ other needs.

He said, “We are not talking about
a software program that will lessen
the workload for the administration.
Rather, we hope to demonstrate that
the current inadequacy of the existing
program is in fact hurting children.”

Mr. Fyffe spoke of the projected
improvement in tracking students’ ab-
sences and tardiness. The way the
system is currently set up, all absences
are listed as unexcused absences.

“On Thursday, I got a memo from
the superintendent’s office that said
that we have to start reporting unex-
cused absences on the New Jersey
School Report Card. We are going to
look bad,” he said.

For Mr. Cullen, the current atten-
dance tracking system creates a safety
concern. “When we have students
come in late for school, and the atten-
dance has already been sent down to
the office, there is a gap where we

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

Westfield Town Council Introduces
PBA Local 90 Salary Ordinance

By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – The town council
Tuesday night introduced an ordi-
nance that sets salaries for the
Policemen’s Benevolent Association
(PBA) Local 90.

The four-year contract, reached
following an eight-hour negotiation
session in late December, is retroac-
tive to 2006 and ends in 2009. Last
year, PBA members worked under
terms of the previous contract, which

expired at the end of 2005.
Under the new contract, a grade 1

police officer who made $33,277 in
2005 will see an 8-percent spike in
pay to $35,947 in 2007. In 2009, he or
she will make $40,031 – a 38-percent
increase in seven years.

A police lieutenant who earned
$90,789 in 2005 will make $95,881
in 2007 – a 5.6-percent jump. A
Westfield police captain will earn
$103,500 this year and realize a 13.8-
percent hike in the contract’s final

year to $117,850. In 2005, the posi-
tion commanded a $94,824 salary.
The $23,000 spike in four years rep-
resents a 24-percent hike.

Similar to the recently approved
firefighters contract, Town Adminis-
trator Jim Gildea told The Westfield
Leader that healthcare coverage
would change. Those covered under
a Traditional Indemnity plan would
switch to Preferred Provider Organi-
zation (PPO) coverage.

PBA members would still have a
Point of Service (POS) option. Mr.
Gildea said the town would see “sig-
nificant savings in healthcare premi-
ums” by switching to a PPO plan.

In other business, the council, re-
sponding to “an increase in motor
vehicle and pedestrian accidents re-
sulting in fatalities on North Avenue,”
unanimously passed an ordinance
requesting Union County perform a
study and analysis of the section of
North Avenue that falls within
Westfield and the county’s jurisdic-
tion.

The council, as the resolution reads,
hopes the measure would “result in
recommendations for improving the
safety of pedestrians and motorists
traveling on North Avenue.”

In late January, according to
Westfield police, a black male as-
saulted a 41-year-old woman, who
got off a bus on the 500 block of
North Avenue. The man struck her
with an object, believed to be a rock,
at the woman and attempted unsuc-
cessfully to wrest her purse from her.

Downtown Westfield Corporation
Executive Director Sherry Cronin said
the DWC hopes to revitalize the area
between South and Central Avenues

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

Happy Groundhog Day!
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POLICE BLOTTER

GW Planning Bd. OK’s
Additional Sprint Antennas

By KATHY MARQUES
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – The borough’s plan-
ning board approved an application
at its January 25 meeting by Sprint
Spectrum L.P. to remove six Nextel
antennas and replace them with 12
Sprint antennas on the 118-foot tower
at 231 North Avenue. Sprint will also
store its electronic equipment within
the existing Nextel shelter, since
Sprint and Nextel have merged.

Prior to the board’s vote, Mark Nidle,
senior project Manager for Pinnacle
Telecom Group, testifying as an ex-
pert on Federal Communications Com-
mission (FCC) compliances, told the
board that he did an assessment of the
tower and “found it’s (the pole) well in
compliance with the FCC regulations
for radio additions.”

Board member Robert Scherer
questioned Sprint about the space
within the pole and whether it would
have room for the co-axle cables.

“The last applicant we had, I believe
it was T-Mobile, said there was no
room inside for cables and they wound
up putting the wires on the outside,”
Mr. Scherer said. “We don’t want any-
more wires on the outside and need to
make sure they stay inside.”

Warren Stillwell, a Sprint Spec-
trum  representative,  replied, “The
plans say the cables will be inside the
pole. If we deviate from it, then we’ll
have to come back.”

Planning Board Attorney Donald
Fraser, Jr. said, “The application is good
for what it’s good for. If the wires are
outside, then the carrier will be sited.”

Board members also voiced ques-
tions in regards to whether Sprint
received “approval from the owner of
the pole to place wires inside.” Mr.
Stillwell said, “Crown Atlantic Com-
pany owns the pole and subleases it to
cellular companies. We do have an
agreement with them to do this.”

Mr. Fraser said he was “troubled”
that Sprint didn’t include the letter
before addressing the board, and board
member William Nierstedt requested
a copy of the agreement from Crown
and Sprint to be submitted. He also
asked, “Since you’re removing six an-
tennas, how about planting six trees?”
to which Mr. Stillwell replied, “We
(Sprint) would have no objection.”

Board member Sandro Villaraut
asked Sprint to remove all existing
cables and wires.

The board drafted six points of
concern regarding the application: that
the co-axle cables stay inside the
tower, that an electrical engineer in-

spect the site, that Sprint plant six
shade trees, that they submit an agree-
ment between Crown and the prop-
erty owner, that they remove all ex-
cess cables and that they touch up any
damage to the pole. The motion, with
the six conditions added on, was ap-
proved by an eight-to-one vote.

In other business, board members
said they would make a recommenda-
tion to Mayor Dennis McCarthy and
the borough council that, especially at
meetings when there are multiple ap-
plications, if an applicant wants a court
reporter present, the applicant should
be responsible for the fees associated
with having a court reporter.

The board discussed the borough
ordinance concerning storefront win-
dow signs. Board planner and engineer
Victor Vinegra said he would look at
the land-use ordinance and clarify any
confusion regarding the rules and regu-
lations of having storefront signs.

“Many store owners are not edu-
cated as to the rules. We could send
them a letter, stating the exact speci-
fications of having window signs; it
would clear up any confusion and
excess signs,” Mr. Vinegra said.

Mr. Fraser said, “The ordinance
clearly states, you can have no more
than two signs per window, with no
more than 25 percent of the window
covered, excluding the door. You can
have five windows, but no more than
two signs per window.” A temporary
sign, such as “sale” or “going out of
business,” can be placed for 30 days.

The board discussed the preserva-
tion of historic buildings, such as the
Garwood Paperboard (castle front part
of the building) and the Aeolian, which
was tabled at the last board meeting.
Mr. Vinegra said he would see how
much it would cost to hire someone to
look at such buildings and deem them
historical for possible preservation.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

DWC Meeting
pated proposed budget is about
$399,000, about 2.5 percent more
than last year. Mr. Verdic said the
2005 to 2006 budget increase was
minimal and offsets this year’s larger
increase.

Some of the FY 2007 increase will
go towards design plans, promotions
and organizational communication
such as newsletters.

Mr. Caruana said, “I think that the
increase you’re proposing is outstand-
ing.” He said he thinks the budget will
be “well received.”

Mr. Martone said each year’s bud-
get is built from scratch because ex-
penses can vary from year to year.
“We’ve been in pretty good shape as
far as controlling the budget,” he said.

The town council’s finance commit-
tee must first approve the budget before
its goes to the full governing body.

In light of pending Union County tax
hikes released last week, which would
increase taxes for Westfield residents
by an average of $131, Mr. Martone
noted 16.8 percent of resident’s prop-
erty taxes go to town services.

Mr. Martone said, “(The budget) is
done with the mindset that every dol-
lar is so valuable to people.”

“We’re able to bring value to the
town with no real increase to talk
about,” Mr. Arena added.

Mrs. Cronin said the DWC budget
is not part of that 16.8 percent. “We
continue to try to do more with less,”
she said. “It’s our mantra.”

Calling them “impressive,” she listed
the DWC’s 2006 accomplishments as:
supporting 70 building rehabilitations,
assisting 17 new businesses being cre-
ated, promoting six property purchases
in the Special Improvement District
(SID) totaling more than $9-million
and organizing 29 special events.

Mrs. Cronin called the DWC “one
of the most misunderstood organiza-
tions in the town. We’re independent
but do a lot to assist the town.”

The board approved the maximum
facade grant for a sign to be added to
the Town Book Store. The store, re-
cently relocated to the corner of Elmer
and East Broad Streets, will add the
sign on the Elmer Street side.

The DWC also discussed 2007 pro-
motional events. Some of the events
listed were family movie nights on
September 14 and 28, the 11th annual
Sweet Sounds Downtown Jazz Festi-
val in July and August, the sixth an-
nual Downtown Westfield 5K and
Pizza Extravaganza on July 25, the
car show on September 16 and the
annual Trick or Treat Downtown and
Costume Contest in October, which
drew 1,600 participants last year.

A full calendar of events is listed on
the DWC website, westfieldtoday.com.

The board also discussed continu-
ing in 2007 its “hour free” parking
promotion, under which participat-
ing businesses give tokens to patrons.

In other business, Mrs. Cronin said
the 7,500-square foot retail space that
housed the clothing store Express is in
the process of being rented. Express
closed after 10 years at that location.

Mrs. Cronin said the landlord does
not plan to subdivide the space. She
said Express had rented the space
month-to-month since August, when
its 10-year lease expired. “There’s a
lot of interest in that space,” she said.

Board members said the space on
Broad Street that formerly housed
Haagen-Dazs and the Town Book Store
would be combined into one space and
would soon be rented. Annie’s Gour-
met Kitchen, where customers pre-
pare meals in a “professional kitchen,”
will open on Elmer Street.

Retail space is currently at 97-per-
cent occupancy. Office space is at 91-
percent occupancy, Ms. Cronin said.

The annual meeting of the Down-
town Westfield Committee, Inc. was
held prior to the DWC reorganization.
This committee was established as a
separate 501-(c)-3 charity organiza-
tion, whose primary purpose is to main-
tain the 9/11 Memorial Park. Mr.
Martone said the meeting is held every
year to “keep (the charity) going.”

The next DWC meeting will be
Monday, February 26, at 7:30 p.m.

RON BANSKY
715 CENTRAL AVE.  - SUITE 10
WESTFIELD
RonBansky@allstate.com
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the short-term, he said the $9,000 is
“not as harmless as it seems…and puts
a burden on the entire state.”

He said five years ago, “the town
took Rick Danser out of the pension
system, and we still have the same
quality of legal services. It hasn’t
skipped a beat.”

He said Cranford recently added
an RFQ stipulation when bidding for
legal services and they “get superior
legal services at better values.”

Separately, Mr. Echausse said his
committee came to a consensus on a
bifurcated rate for members of the
legal team’s firms.

Mr. Echausse said if someone has
seven or less years of experience since
being admitted to the New Jersey Bar
Association, he or she would be eli-
gible for a 10-percent discounted rate
of $135 an hour for performing “ex-
traordinary duties” – those that are
deemed as outside of the town code
that vary throughout the year.

Mr. Cockren and Mr. Danser would
continue to earn $150 an hour for
similar duties. Anyone considered a
“paralegal” would earn $75 an hour.

Based on conversations with Coun-
cilman Mark Ciarrocca, an attorney in
Union, Mr. Cockren’s and Mr. Danser’s
respective firms, “that timeframe
(seven years) is when you’d generally
determine whether someone is on track
to being a partner. We did not want to
get stuck on titles,” Mr. Echausse said.

The governing body passed the
measure unanimously.

In another matter, Mr. Haas pre-
sented a plan on Westfield High
School parking. Describing the cur-
rent situation, Mr. Haas said, “High-
school students fill blocks with parked

cars, and a few students behave badly.”
Currently, 425 students drive to WHS,
which does not offer on-site parking.

The recommendation would pro-
pose to the board of education that it,
along with the town, jointly create 99
spaces at WHS, funded with partial
repayment from parking fees.

Mr. Haas said the suggestion would
remove “one fifth to one quarter” of
the problem from the streets. Spaces
would cost about $200 a year.

The plan calls for 37 spaces added
next to the auditorium and an expan-
sion of the WHS lot to yield 62 spaces.
The board and the town would jointly
fund the plan for a total of $275,000,
with a yearly payment of roughly
$20,685.

First Ward Councilman Sal Caruana
said the parking would have “minimal
impact on field usability.” He said the
town’s responsibility of $10,000 was
an “expense worthy of our consider-
ation to improve the quality of life.”

With “tremendous demand for
parking and enrollment growing,” the
town “sees the board of education as
the only way to have a high-impact
solution,” he said.

Second Ward Councilwoman Jo
Ann Neylan said, “It’s about time we
do something. We should take it to the
next step. I’ve heard enough com-
plaining from residents and parents
of high-school students alike. It’s a
step in the right direction.”

Second Ward Councilwoman Vicki
Kimmins, a high-school parent for eight
years, took issue with the high school
and the BOE, saying, “the BOE and the
high school principal never indicated
that there’s a problem. They haven’t
sent parents letters to say ‘talk to your
kids about being a good neighbor, don’t
throw trash, don’t smoke pot.’ The high
school is not doing their job.”

“It’s great that we’re finally ad-
dressing it,” she added, “but I resent
that they forced us to address this
situation, when it is the BOE who
needs to address it.”

Mr. Echausse said the council
should determine a “mechanism” to
ensure that there is enough demand to
pay for spaces, instead of choosing
free on-street parking.

“People will walk a country mile
for free parking,” he said.

Fourth Ward Councilman Jim
Foerst said, “From the parent’s per-
spective, to have their kids know that
there’s an assigned spot, it would
give them some security.” The coun-
cil will present the plan to the BOE.

In other business, the council said it
would oppose the adoption of Senate
Bill S-7/A-8 and S-10/A-4, which in-
clude a pilot countywide school system
program and county executive superin-
tendent. Currently, S-7/A-4 would ex-
clude Union County because it includes
more than one Abbott school district. S-
10/A-4 has no such restrictions.

Mr. Foerst, at the January 30 public
meeting, said, “While these particu-
lar bills have recently been removed
from consideration, they arose liter-
ally in the middle of the night, with-
out debate by the legislature and with-
out any public input or discussion.
We do not want these measures again
revived in similar fashion.

“This body believes that these bills
and others similar proposals would
likely channel your property taxes
away from our schools and into other
Union County districts,” he added.
“We also believe that these actions
would deteriorate the high quality of
our schools and adversely affect our
property values as being directly tied
to the established record of success of
Westfield public education.”

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Council Discusses Pensions

Police Reveal Second Series
Of Motor Vehicle Burglaries

By SUZETTE F. STALKER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – A second string of
motor vehicle burglaries occurred in
Westfield last week, following a se-
ries of break-ins that occurred earlier
this month involving more than a
dozen vehicles.

The latest incidents, involving nine
vehicles, were reported between 6:21
a.m. last Thursday and 12:56 p.m. on
Saturday, according to Sergeant Scott
Rodger of the Westfield Police De-
partment.

Like the first round of burglaries,
which occurred between January 13
and 14, all the break-ins occurred on the
south side of town. Incidents were re-
ported last week on Avon Road, Cedar
and Marlboro Streets, Frances and
Belmar Terraces and Roger Avenue.

While the types of vehicles en-
tered varied, Sgt. Rodger told The

Westfield Leader Monday that the
common denominators, besides oc-
curring on the south side of town,
were that all had been left unlocked
and parked in driveways or in front
of the victims’ homes during the
overnight hours.

Three vehicles belonging to two
different owners were entered at one
address in the 100 block of Cedar
Street, while another two vehicles
were burglarized at the same location
in the 300 block of Roger Avenue,
Sgt. Rodger said.

In most instances, nothing was re-
ported missing from the vehicles, but it
was apparent someone had gone
through them, Sgt. Rodger said. An
undetermined amount of change was
removed from a vehicle in the 200
block of Avon Road; a radar detector
valued at $300 was taken from a vehicle
in the 300 block of Roger Avenue.

in World War II until the early 1970s.
According to Jeanette Rotella, Mrs.

Triano’s sister, many area romances
blossomed at the Glenview Manor dur-
ing and after World War II. It was also
the location of many area residents’
first alcoholic drinks. The Trianos ac-
quired the property from George
Chrone, who also owned the location
that is now the Jolly Trolley in Westfield
and operated by Charlie Brown’s. The
Chrones family currently operates
Chrone’s Tavern in Mountainside.

Mr. and Mrs. Triano lived upstairs
from the bar. In the early 1970s, when
the drinking age was lowered to 18, the
clientele changed, and shortly afterwards,
Mr. and Mrs. Triano sold the restaurant.
For a short time, a seafood restaurant
called Seymour’s occupied the site.

A post-fire press release from
Charlie Brown’s indicates that Charlie
Brown’s has operated the North Av-
enue site since June 1975 and that the
location had served as its corporate
office at one time.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Charlie Brown
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Election

Westfield
Sunday, January 21, Joseph Wisniewski,

21, of Westfield was arrested at North
Avenue and Crossway Place for alleged
possession of less than 50 grams of mari-
juana. He was released on his own recog-
nizance with a summons.

Monday, January 22, Jorge Rivera, 33,
of Elizabeth was arrested and charged
with hindering apprehension for alleg-
edly giving police a false name following
a motor vehicle stop at Cranford Avenue
and Benson Place.

Rivera was taken into custody on mul-
tiple outstanding warrants, including one
no-bail warrant each from the Union
County Sheriff’s and Hudson County
Sheriff’s departments; a motor vehicle
warrant from West New York for $295
and a motor vehicle warrant from Eliza-
beth for $255.

He was served with a summons for
hindering apprehension and was held
pending transfer to the Union County
Sheriff’s Department.

Monday, January 22, Salvatore Fazio,
23, of Westfield was arrested at Westfield
police headquarters on an outstanding
Westfield motor vehicle warrant. He was
released after posting $91 cash bail.

Wednesday, January 24, a Cherry Lane
resident reported the theft of three rings,
including two diamond rings and a gold
ring, from a curio cabinet in her bedroom.
There were no signs of forced entry.

Thursday, January 25, William
Lepinsky, 56, of Fanwood was arrested
for allegedly driving while intoxicated
following a motor vehicle stop at West
North Avenue and Edgewood Avenue.
According to police, he was held until
sober and then released.

Thursday, January 25, Jaime
Grubesich, 24, of South Plainfield was
charged with alleged DWI following a
motor vehicle stop at South Avenue and
Crossway Place. She was issued sum-
monses and subsequently released to a
responsible individual.

Thursday, January 25, Jose Garcia, 49,
of Keasbey was arrested on a civil con-
tempt warrant out of Somerset County
following a motor vehicle stop at Central
Avenue and Cacciola Place. He posted
$942 bail and was released.

Thursday, January 25, a business in the
200 block of East Broad Street reported
the shoplifting of $4,175 worth of mer-
chandise.

Friday, January 26, Manuel Salas, 24,
of Union was arrested following a motor
vehicle stop on the 600 block of South
Avenue, West, on motor vehicle warrants
from Edison and Mendham. Salas posted
$89 bail on the Edison warrant and was
released on his own recognizance on the
Mendham warrant.

Friday, January 26, Kunwar E. Baba,
23, of Westfield was arrested at
Cumberland Street and North Scotch
Plains Avenue pursuant to a contempt of
court motor vehicle warrant issued by the
Kenilworth Municipal Court. He was re-
leased after posting $215 bail.

Friday, January 26, Steve McIntyre, 22,
of Roselle was arrested at Westfield police
headquarters on a Roselle Park motor ve-
hicle warrant for $100. He was turned over
to the Union Police Department on another
warrant out of that jurisdiction.

Saturday, January 27, a resident of Scotch
Plains reported that someone forcibly en-
tered her mother’s home on the 700 block of
Prospect Street. The person or individuals
responsible gained entry by removing a
screen at a rear porch area and then forcing
entry into the residence through a rear door.
Dressers and closets were apparently en-
tered but nothing was reported missing.

Scotch Plains
Wednesday, January 24, a resident of

Donamy Glen reported that someone ob-
tained her credit card information and
made several hundred dollars worth of
unauthorized purchases.

Thursday, January 25, a bus driver at
the Union County Vocational Technical
School reported that a student yelled at
him because he did not let him off the bus
quickly enough.

Saturday, January 27, a resident of Ce-
dar Grove Terrace reported that someone
scratched his vehicle some time overnight.

Sunday, January 28, Kevin Pompey,
27, of Plainfield was arrested after a mo-
tor vehicle stop on Route 22 and charged
with DWI.

Monday, January 29, Harold Kramer,
50, of Plainfield was arrested and charged
with DWI after a motor vehicle stop for a
violation on Terrill Road.

Fanwood
Thursday, January 25, Thomas M.

Corrello, Jr., 22, of Plainfield was ar-
rested following a motor vehicle stop on
Terrill Road for outstanding warrants out
of Plainfield and North Plainfield.

Friday, January 26, Pamela A. Marel, 26,
of Scotch Plains was arrested following a
motor vehicle stop on Martine Avenue and
charged with DWI. She was processed and
released to a responsible adult.

Saturday, January 27, Deanna N.
Wharton, 36, of Linden was arrested after
a motor vehicle stop on South Avenue on
an outstanding Linden warrant.

Sunday, January 28, Ellis T. Buwa, 52,
of Plainfield was arrested on an outstand-
ing Woodbridge warrant after a motor
vehicle stop.

Tuesday, January 30, Nishit H. Patel, 28,
of Irving, Tex. was arrested on an outstand-
ing Franklin Township warrant after a mo-
tor vehicle stop on South Avenue.

Wednesday, January 31, John H. Carter,
3rd, 20, of Plainfield was arrested on an
outstanding North Plainfield warrant af-
ter a motor vehicle stop on South Avenue.

Mountainside
Tuesday, January 23, Jayshaun Q.

Whack, 20, of Newark was arrested for
DWI after a motor vehicle stop on Spruce
Drive. He was also charged with a posses-
sion of a controlled dangerous substance.

Tuesday, January 23, Efrain Vera, 52,
of Newark was arrested at the Essex
County Sherrifs’ Department on an out-
standing warrant in the amount of $300.

Thursday, January 25, Milton
Cunningham, 22, of Irvington was arrested
at the Irvington Police Department for an
outstanding warrant in the amount of $1,600.

Saturday, January 27, Michael McCue,
24, of Westfield was arrested and charged
with DWI after he was found sleeping
behind the wheel in the right lane on Route
22. According to police, the vehicle was
running and the suspect’s foot was on the
brake. An open bottle of vodka was found
in the suspect’s lap, police said.

Sunday, January 28, a resident of Hill-
side Avenue reported that someone threw
eggs at his home. The victim washed the
egg off his house, police said.

Gina Levy for The Westfield Leader
MOVING AHEAD...The 2007 DWC board of directors poses Monday night.
Pictured, from left, are: Town Council liaison Sal Caruana, Lisa Bertone-Marvin,
DWC Chairman David Martone, Diane Barabas, Frank Arena, Dominick Verdic,
Town Administrator James Gildea and Alan DeRose (missing: Lee Hale).

Westfield
Residents interested in becoming can-

didates for the Westfield BOE can obtain
kits and petitions at the board secretary’s
office at 302 Elm Street by calling tele-
phone (908) 789-4401.

Petitions must be signed and delivered
to board secretary Robert Berman by the
filing deadline. Each year, three three-
year BOE positions of the nine total are
up for election. Terms expire in April for
seats currently held by Ginny Leiz, Rich-
ard Solomon and Julia Walker.

Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Residents interested in running for the

BOE can obtain kits and petitions at the
business office of board secretary An-
thony DelSordi, located at Evergreen
Avenue and Cedar Street, by calling (908)
232-6161, ext. 20.

Two seats in Scotch Plains and one in
Fanwood are up for election, as the three-
year positions currently held by Craig
Nowlin and Tom Russo of Scotch Plains
and Rob O’Connor of Fanwood expire.

Mountainside
Residents can pick up petitions and

information packets from board secretary
Roderic McLaughlin at the board’s of-
fice, located in the Beechwood School at
1497 Woodacres Drive, by calling (908)
232-3232, ext. 142.

Three seats are up for election this year;
those held by Carmine Venes, Raymond
Haggar and Gene Nagel expire in April.

Garwood
Residents can pick up nominating pe-

titions and information packets from board
secretary Julia DePinto-Perez at the board
offices in Lincoln School, at 400 Second
Avenue, by calling (908) 789-0332.

Three seats are up for election; those
held by Debbie Courtney, Linda Koenig
and Lisa Marano expire in April.

don’t know where a child is,” he said.
“We do need a better system for ac-
counting for where the children are.”

Because this new software would be
web-based, it would allow teachers to
access the system at any time to update
grades and other information. Parents
would also have access to this informa-
tion throughout the school year.

Mr. Cullen noted that, at the present
time in his school, grading is not

computerized at all. Report cards are
filled out by hand or with a typewriter
and are set up as quadruplicate car-
bon copies to be used for the four
marking periods of the school year.

Mr. Fyffe said, “I just want to point
out that on January 30, 2007, your
elementary principal is talking about
carbon copies.”

Board member Julia Walker ex-
pressed concern about the change in
procedure that the system would re-
quire of the faculty: “This whole web-
based idea of entering information is
a change in culture. Are you saying
that teachers will be very comfort-
able to change the way they do it,
having been doing it for years?”

Mr. Cullen said teachers would be
receptive: “In a similar situation not
too many years ago, we introduced e-
mail, and there was concern that e-
mail would be an issue for teachers.
But, actually, it has increased com-
munication while it has reduced the
amount of time it takes to communi-
cate.”

Art Ardolino, the creator and presi-
dent of Cimple Systems, Inc., who
was present to demonstrate the sys-
tem, said there would be a direct link
for teachers to e-mail parents. He also
said parents throughout the state de-
mand the ability to access student
records as they become available.

In other business, Superintendent
of Schools William Foley, along with
Mr. Carey, introduced newly ap-
pointed Roosevelt Vice Principal
Matthew Bolton. He comes from Fair
Lawn Memorial Middle School and
was selected from a pool of 85 appli-
cants.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

BOE Approves Software
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WF PBA
Contract

and the circle. She said a streetscape
consultant was hired and worked on a
final plan that would incorporate new
sidewalk, lighting and brick pavers
on the edging of both sidewalks.

Labor Attorney Rick Danser at-
tended the closed session, which con-
cerned Kasko vs. Town of Westfield,
and updated the council on negotia-
tions with the Teamsters Union. With
the police and firefighters contracts
settled, Teamsters, which covers pub-
lic works employees, is the only en-
tity still in negotiation. The Commu-
nications Workers of America (CWA)
contract expires at year’s end.

The police department seeks to ter-
minate Mr. Kasko for allegations that
he made false statements in testi-
mony during a disciplinary hearing.
The officer also has filed a federal
lawsuit against the town for allegedly
violating his rights under the
whistleblower provision.
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County Taxes to Jump $12.9 Mil.
Under $415-Mil. Spending Plan

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

COUNTY – County taxes would
increase in 19 of the 21 municipali-
ties under a $415.2-million executive
budget submitted to the Board of
Chosen Freeholders last week by
County Manager George Devanney.
The spending plan is up nearly $15
million – 3.6 percent – over 2006,
with the proposed tax levy jumping
$12.9 million – 5.7 percent – to $239.6
million.

Locally, county taxes in Westfield
would rise $131 on average to $2,306;
$102 in Scotch Plains to $1,685; $73
in Fanwood to $1,418 and $64 in
Mountainside to $2,102. Garwood
residents would see a $50 decline for
an average county tax bill of $1,119.
Summit homeowners would see the
largest increase of $191 to $3,128,
followed by Westfield and neighbor-
ing Clark, which would see a $114
hike to $1,391. Cranford taxpayers
would pay $1,459, an increase of
$77, according to “average house-
hold impact” figures released by the
county’s public information depart-
ment based on the projected $13-
million increase in county taxes.

The proposal, which will be re-
viewed by the freeholders’ finance
committee over the next few months,
would mean county taxes have in-
creased $89.5 million since 2000,
when they were $150.1 million, an
increase of 59.6 percent, based on tax
levy figures.

The county’s spending plan was
$355.9 million in 2004 with a tax levy
of $203.8 million, $390 million in
2005 with taxes at $216.3 million and
$400.8 million with taxes at $226.6
million last year, according to data
from previous budgets.

County spokesman Sebastian
D’Elia said the amount that the aver-
age county taxpayer pays has actu-
ally increased by 48 percent over the
last seven years.

“The figure I was talking about was
the average tax increase, not the tax
levy, which is a misleading figure and
not a true barometer at all for what
taxpayers pay. The tax levy has never
been an accurate barometer of what
homeowners pay in terms of taxes
because it includes commercial
taxes,” Mr. D’Elia said in an e-mail.

In terms of revenues, the county tax
levy has risen from accounting for 49
percent of total revenues in 2000 to 57
percent last year and would remain at
that percentage under the executive bud-
get. The county’s surplus is down $1.5
million from last year to $20 million.

In a budget letter to the freeholders

Report Recommends $1.6-Million
Bond Referendum for SPF Fields

By NORDETTE N. ADAMS
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Education
Business Administrator Anthony
DelSordi last Thursday recommended
the district put a $1.575-million bond
referendum to voters in September to
support improvements to the district’s
high-school athletic fields.

Mr. DelSordi said the athletic fields
report, which he prepared, recom-
mends an April bond referendum but
the board’s finance committee rec-
ommends that the board present the
first bond referendum to voters in
September.

According to the report, the bond
proposal anticipates a need for
$800,000 of the proposed $1.575
million to improve the football and
varsity soccer fields. An additional
$400,000 to $475,000 might be re-

quired to resurface the track field;
however, that amount would not be
included in the bond referendum.

Board and finance committee mem-
ber Donald Parisi said track-repair
costs are not included in the proposed
bond because the track would be re-
paired regardless of the referendum’s
outcome. He said the athletic fields
could not wait until the board gath-
ered the information to fund new
classrooms. He said the two needs
could not be consolidated into one
referendum.

In an interview with The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times, Mr. Parisi
said, “It’s too early to predict what
we’ll need (to add more classrooms).
To include it in the September bond
we’d need to know by June, and that’s
too early to know. You have to project
it out pretty carefully.

“We clearly have a bubble moving

through, and we have to be ready for
that, but we don’t have enough [infor-
mation] right now to plan that out and
cost that out.”

The athletic fields report proposes
to not include $775,000 of the $1.575
million needed in the bond and to
instead receive that portion from other
sources such as Scotch Plains and
Fanwood municipalities, the County
of Union and the SPF Field Develop-
ment Foundation, a foundation
formed specifically to raise money
for the athletic fields.

Scotch Plains resident Anthony
Giannaci spoke on behalf of the foun-
dation during the meeting’s public
comment period and asked the board
to “move in a more expeditious man-
ner” and go with an April vote rather
than a September vote.

At its January 11 meeting, the BOE
received a demographics report pre-
pared by board-contracted company
Statistical Analysis, LLC, of
Secaucus. The report projects a de-
crease in the student population by
2012 but a “growth bubble” in the
middle schools and high school dur-
ing the next three or four years. Citing
the demographics and athletic fields
reports, Mr. DelSordi said, “It’s clear
to the administration that something
will have to be done to accommodate
that growth.”

Regarding the need for upgrades
and repairs to the athletic fields, Mr.
DelSordi said school sports teams, as
well as community organizations, use
the fields. He estimated that “field
utilization is at about 120 percent.”

“We don’t have sufficient fields to
meet the needs of our student popula-
tion. A goal would be to keep up with
growth,” Mr. DelSordi said.

In his report, Mr. Del Sordi stated,
“Based on our existing conditions,
the cost range for the football field is
$740,000 to $875,000… The cost
associated with the installation of ar-
tificial turf on the soccer field is esti-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

Horace Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
SCHOOL BOARD CANDIDATE KIT...The 2007 School Board Candidate Kit
prepared by the New Jersey School Boards Association, njsba.org, has been
posted on the Internet by The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times at timesnj.com/
features and is available for the public to download. Multiple local school board
officials have told the newspaper that the candidate kits at their offices are in short
supply and are only being made available to those who actually file to be a
candidate. To be a candidate for school board this year, a citizen must file by the
deadline of Monday, February 26 at 4 p.m. at his or her respective BOE office.

Courtesy of the SP-F Historical Society
LOOKING BACK…Charlie Brown’s
Steakhouse, which burned to the ground
last week, is shown here as it looked in
1944. This photo was a gift to the Histori-
cal Society of Scotch Plains and Fanwood
from Jeanette Rotella. In 1944, the es-
tablishment was the Glenview Manor
and was owned by the Triano family.

Charlie Brown’s Looks to
Rebuild, Open by Labor Day

By WAYNE BAKER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Charlie
Brown’s officials said this week that
they anticipate having a newly-built
restaurant open by Labor Day fol-
lowing a fire that destroyed the Scotch
Plains restaurant on North Avenue.

Ray Chmiel, vice president of con-
struction for
Charlie Brown’s
Steakhouse, said
the company’s
“expectations are
to be open by La-
bor Day.” Mr.
Chmiel said
Charlie Brown’s
“will not reuse the
foundation be-
cause the ADA
(Americans with
Disabilities Act)
makes lowering
the building to
ease wheelchair
access sensible,”
and that they “will
likely change the
building’s foot-
print slightly to improve function.”
Charlie Brown’s has already demol-
ished the small bit of the structure
remaining after the January 24 fire.

Scotch Plains Mayor Martin Marks
told The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times, “We will not be an obstacle to
them.” The mayor said he expected
most township approvals to be “fairly
quick and easy,” in part because the
recent renovation had reviewed most
issues.

Additionally, Mayor Marks said,
“I’m very pleased at the response of
the firefighting team.” Firefighters
from Scotch Plains and surrounding
municipalities fought the early-morn-
ing blaze for hours. Pictures and video
are available at goleader.com.

Scotch Plains Fire Chief Jonathan
Ellis said, “The cause (of the fire) will

remain undeter-
mined, and the fire
is considered to be
of accidental ori-
gin.”

Mr. Ellis said if
any further inves-
tigation were done,
Charlie Brown’s
insurance com-
pany would handle
it. The fire began
in a wall behind
the bar area, which
was part of the old
b a l l o o n - s t y l e
structure, leading
some to speculate
that an electrical
issue was the prob-
able cause.

The age of the building appears to
be a factor in its loss, multiple resi-
dents said. The building had a lot of
history in the township. It was known
as the Glenview Manor, a restaurant
and bar, when it was operated by An-
thony and Carmela Triano from early
in World War II until the early 1970s.

According to Jeanette Rotella, Mrs.
Triano’s sister, many area romances
blossomed at the Glenview Manor

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

Victoria McCabe for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
PARKING WOES...The Scotch Plains council last night introduced an ordinance that would limit parking on multiple
streets surrounding Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School during school hours. The governing body will hold a public hearing
on the ordinance on February 27. Above, policemen (background on right) enforce existing parking restrictions on Happel
Court, which is adjacent to the high school. See related article below.

BPA, Council Reps. Discuss
Bus. Registration Ordinance

By TED RITTER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — Representatives of
Fanwood’s Business and Professional
Association (BPA) met recently with
borough council liaison Joseph Higgins
as part of ongoing efforts to amend a
local business registration ordinance.

Under the ordinance as originally
written, new and existing businesses
would have to pay a $25 registration
fee, which borough officials said would
cover “administrative expenses.”

Borough officials now hope to in-
troduce a new version of the ordi-
nance, including amendments, at their
agenda meeting on Tuesday, Febru-
ary 6, and then possibly adopt it after
a public hearing at their regular meet-
ing on Tuesday, February 13, with an
eye toward having it on the books by
Thursday, March 1.

Mayor Colleen Mahr and the bor-
ough council had planned to adopt

the measure – which had been ap-
proved on July 11, 2006, at a public
council meeting – after a public hear-
ing at its regular meeting last Novem-
ber. However, the governing body
delayed formal adoption at that meet-
ing after the BPA told local officials it
had not been aware of the measure
until several days before the meeting.

“I wasn’t happy how it happened,”
said Peter Chemidlin, president of
Family Investors Co. and the head of
the BPA, in a recent phone interview
with The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times. “Now we’re just trying to make
the best of the situation from at least
the Business and Professional
Association’s perspective; obviously,
someone dropped the ball.”

Last fall, borough officials – who
said they never meant to exclude the
BPA – indicated the original intent of
the ordinance was to use a local busi-
ness registration process to develop
“an accurate database” containing all
names, addresses and contact infor-
mation for local business owners, as
well as types of businesses and other
information pertinent to safety, zon-
ing and other local regulations.

Mr. Chemidlin met with Mr.
Higgins on January 15, along with
Dale Flowers of the BPA, to discuss
ways to “soften the language” of the
ordinance “so that it is more accept-
able to the [local business] owners.”

“I think that was the big concern,”
said Mr. Chemidlin. “Some of the
language in the original ordinance
had a lot of people concerned.”

Mr. Chemidlin said the amend-
ments discussed so far “seemed to be
at least a little more acceptable to
what we were looking for.”

In a recent phone interview with
The Times, Mr. Higgins said the
borough’s attorney, Dennis Estis, has
been researching similar measures in
other towns in preparing to amend the

SP-F BOE, PTA
Roundtable

Focuses on Bonds
By NORDETTE N. ADAMS

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Education
and the Parent-Teacher Association
met at Terrill Middle School Tuesday
night for a public roundtable.

Parents posed questions to board
members, the superintendent and as-
sistant superintendent, the business
administrator and curriculum staff
about concerns ranging from district
language-arts competency to budget
constraints and the timing of spring
break.

The BOE also had questions for
parents. Most prominent, as voiced
by BOE President Thomas Russo,
was, “How do you feel about turf
fields at the high school?” Mr. Russo
posed the question in light of a pro-
posed $800,000 bond referendum the
BOE might present to voters either in
April or September tied to covering
two of the SPF high school’s athletic
fields with artificial turf. (See lead
story for details).

PTA President Lorraine Staniec

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12
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BOE Candidates
File by Feb. 26

AREA – Annual school board elec-
tions and budget referendums will be
held Tuesday, April 17, throughout
the state. The deadline to file as a
candidate seeking election to local
boards of education is Monday, Feb-
ruary 26, at 4 p.m. at one’s local BOE
business office. The 2007 School
Board Candidates Kit can be obtained
from BOE business offices or down-
loaded from the Internet at
goleader.com/features.

The kit is produced by the New
Jersey School Boards Association and
is applicable to all districts holding
elections. It includes information
about legal qualifications for school-
board candidacy, campaign proce-
dures, the role of the school board
member, the New Jersey School Eth-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

Public Hearing on SPFHS
Parking Reset to Feb. 27

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The town-
ship council on Tuesday introduced
an ordinance to restrict parking on
multiple streets surrounding Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School in an
attempt to address complaints from
residents about excessive student
parking in those areas.

The new ordinance, which would
affect Church Street, Portland Av-
enue, Watchung View Place, West
Court, Sunrise Court, Old Farm Road,
Cedar Street and Concord Road,
would include restrictions similar to
what has been in effect since 2003 on
Carol Place and Monica Place. Park-
ing would be prohibited between 9
a.m. to 2 p.m. on school days except
for residents living on those streets.
Enforcement of the ordinance would
include the issuance of parking per-
mits to residents for use by them and
their guests.

Mayor Martin Marks said the later
start time for the ordinance is due to

concerns raised by parents regarding
morning drop-off of children at nearby
Evergreen School. The public hear-
ing on the ordinance has been moved
to Tuesday, February 27, after a spe-
cial request from the high-school PTA.
The SPFHS PTA will hold a previ-
ously scheduled meeting on Febru-
ary 13, the date when the public hear-
ing on the ordinance had originally
been scheduled.

In other business, the council ap-
proved a resolution authorizing a
change order to the contract with Paley
Construction Co., which is perform-
ing the improvements and repairs to
the Scotch Plains Municipal Build-
ing. The $28,048 in additional work
involves the rebuilding of the
building’s front entrance stairs and
concrete platform and the replace-
ment of the sidewalk plaza between
the building entrance and Park Av-
enue.

Joseph Duff, president of theScotch
Plains Library Board of Trustees, an-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

Happy Groundhog Day!
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source: County of Union budgets, 2007 Executive Budget

Obtained by

The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

2007 School Board Candidate Kit
Prepared by the NJ School Boards Association
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POLICE BLOTTER

Officials: Paterson Drainage
Woes An Existing Problem

By MICHELLE BUCCOLA
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — The borough’s
planning board last week approved a
request by Carol and Horace Khan of
4 Tower Place for a 10-foot rear-yard
setback for an aboveground pool. The
pool would be located adjacent to the
couple’s current deck.

Prior to the board’s vote, zoning
officer Nancy Koederitz inquired
about the deck, stating that no vari-
ance had been requested or filed con-
cerning its violation of current allow-
ances. Mrs. Khan said the structure
was already in place when they pur-
chased the house in 1994. Mr. and
Mrs. Khan updated their application
to include a variance for the deck, as
well as the pool, and the board ap-
proved it as amended.

Borough Engineer Joseph Pryor
addressed a letter submitted by Carol
and Kingsland Oakes of 87 Paterson
Road with respect to water issues.
Mr. and Mrs. Oakes allege that their
frequent drainage issues are the re-
sult of ongoing construction at 116
Farley Avenue and new landscaping
at 19 Byron Lane. After investigating
the matter, Mr. Pryor’s said it was his
belief that the problem is an existing
one and that the aforementioned con-
struction and landscaping are not to
blame.

Jonathan Cukrow of 19 Byron Lane
told the board that his neighbors have
been “badgering” him about these
water problems as though they were
his fault and responsibility. “It is bor-
derline harassment,” he said. Mr. Pryor
said he plans to respond with regard to
this dilemma to Mayor Colleen Mahr.

The board discussed the proposed
$1,250 payment required for the
preparation of the amendment to the
North Martine Avenue Land Use
Study. This fee, payable to T&M As-
sociates, does not include a new zon-
ing map. Board member John Deitch
questioned whether the fee for the
presentation at the special meeting,
scheduled for Monday, February 12,
was included in the charge. Board
members opted to approve the expen-
diture on the condition that the pre-

sentation is included.
The board also approved the pro-

posed $700 fee for the historic-dis-
trict and multi-family home-mapping
proposal. This would encompass the
mapping of historically significant
homes, including those that are out-
side of the historic district.

Board member John Celardo, liai-
son to the Historic Preservation Com-
mission, spoke about “the importance
of this initiative,” saying that an up-
dated mapping of historically signifi-
cant homes could result in a “possible
expansion of the historic district.”

The board conferred about the
borough’s current sign ordinance.
Mr. Cummings said there is no dif-
ference between commercial and re-
habilitation areas. The current ordi-
nance allows for a 25-foot sign on
the façade of a building, regardless
of the building size. Mr. Higgins
suggested that language be added to
allow sign size to be proportionate to
the size of the building. The board
agreed and said it would pursue the
matter further.

Board member and former coun-
cilman Jack Molenaar suggested that
on occasions when the board has a
light agenda, they should arrange for
presentations on topics of interest to
the board members. Board members
responded favorably to this sugges-
tion.

The board reviewed resolutions on
previous board action, including a
variance at 73 North Avenue requested
by Nicholas and Kathleen Gumpel to
build a minor addition and deck; it
also approved a minor subdivision at
24 St. John’s Place.

At the start of the meeting, the board
reorganized for the year again electing
Gregory Cummings as chairman and
Mr. Celardo as vice chairman. Clifford
Kuhn was named board attorney, Pat
Hoynes was again selected as board
secretary and T&M Associates was
chosen as the board’s planner.

The board’s next meeting will be
Monday, February 12, for an agenda
meeting and special presentation of
the North Martine Avenue Land Use
Study.

mated at $615,000 to $700,000.”
Mr. Parisi said cost ranges are

“conservative estimates” toward the
higher side. Working with the facili-
ties committee, the finance commit-
tee and a “Turf-It Committee,” Mr.
DelSordi and the administration re-
ceived estimates from M. Disco As-
sociates, an engineering company
that has worked on other district
projects. The figures are specula-
tive, according to the report. Final
figures depend on which company
wins the bid.

Board member Craig Nowlin ques-
tioned whether the board should in-
vest what amounts to $2 million in
the turf project and track field
remediation and not gain more field
space. Both Mr. DelSordi and Mr.
Parisi said while the district would
not gain more field space, it would
gain more field time via fields being
available more often and not down
for maintenance or closed by inclem-
ent weather.

BOE Vice President Trip
Whitehouse said, “It’s not the square
footage but the utilization. We’re not
taking on more real estate, but the
real estate we have will be used
more.”

Mr. Parisi said that over 10 years,
the cumulative, annualized costs of
repairing and maintaining the fields
with present coverings would be about
the same as the $800,000 requested in
the bond “to turf” the fields. The total
expense for repairing and maintain-
ing the football and soccer fields is
approximately $104,000 per year,
according to the report.

“We’re talking about spending the
same amount of money,” Mr. Parisi
said.

Board President Thomas Russo said
it would not make a difference to him
if the board requested funding for
both the athletic fields and classroom
expansion simultaneously. “This is a
facility that we need. To not have this
facility while Westfield and Summit
have it is offensive to me. This facility
will not be used by me or my chil-
dren, but believing that our children
should have outstanding facilities, it’s
something that we should do,” he
said.

However, he added that the Sep-

tember referendum date could be a
problem because raising public aware-
ness over the summer might prove
difficult.

During the public comment period,
resident Russell Wells said, “My chil-
dren will not be able to use the turf,
but I believe it’s needed.” He said one
of his daughters, an athlete, perma-
nently injured herself stepping into a
hole on one of the athletic fields.

In an unrelated matter, Lorraine
Staniec, president of the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Parent-Teacher As-
sociation, presented the BOE with a
certificate of appreciation from the
PTA for its outstanding service.

Another parent stood and objected
to changes in the Easter schedule on
next school year’s calendar. Superin-
tendent of Schools Margaret Hayes
said the current calendar is a draft and
the administration welcomed com-
ments.

Mr. Whitehouse clarified what he
called an error in the newspaper.
Last week, The Times reported that
Mr. Whitehouse asked if it would
be feasible to close school for the
entire Thanksgiving week. He said
he was not referring to Thanksgiv-
ing week when he asked the ques-
tion but rather to election week,
which seemed “chopped up” to him,
with students attending school two
out of five days.

Board member Linda Nelson re-
ported on the legislative activity in
Trenton. She said legislation to con-
solidate township schools into one
county school district “is dead,” but
districts may still end up with county
super-superintendents who would
monitor districts’ efficiency. She
said the 4 percent budget cap pro-
posal in Trenton designed to lower
property taxes could still have a
negative impact on school district
budgets if it is a “hard cap” with no
exceptions.

SPFHS Assistant Principal Edward
Braun presented a report about stu-
dent requirements for the National
Honor Society. Students in their jun-
ior and senior years can join the soci-
ety upon acceptance. To be consid-
ered, they must have a cumulative
grade-point average of 3.75. In addi-
tion, students must show evidence of
leadership and service in the school
or their communities.

Mr. Parisi and board member Betty
Anne Woerner expressed concern that
students who must work to help sup-
port their families cannot have that
work time counted as service.

Mr. Braun said not counting work
time is a rule set by the national
organization. He said the higher GPA,
leadership and service requirements
are rules established at the high school
to ensure that group size does not
become overwhelming and admis-
sion is not based solely on academic
performance.
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BOE Discusses Referendum

Police Reveal Second Series
Of Motor Vehicle Burglaries

By SUZETTE F. STALKER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – A second string of
motor vehicle burglaries occurred in
Westfield last week, following a se-
ries of break-ins that occurred earlier
this month involving more than a
dozen vehicles.

The latest incidents, involving nine
vehicles, were reported between 6:21
a.m. last Thursday and 12:56 p.m. on
Saturday, according to Sergeant Scott
Rodger of the Westfield Police De-
partment.

Like the first round of burglaries,
which occurred between January 13
and 14, all the break-ins occurred on
the south side of town. Incidents were
reported last week on Avon Road,
Cedar and Marlboro Streets, Frances
and Belmar Terraces and Roger Av-
enue.

While the types of vehicles entered
varied, Sgt. Rodger told The Scotch

Plains-Fanwood Times Monday that
the common denominators, besides
occurring on the south side of town,
were that all had been left unlocked
and parked in driveways or in front of
the victims’ homes during the over-
night hours.

Three vehicles belonging to two
different owners were entered at one
address in the 100 block of Cedar
Street, while another two vehicles
were burglarized at the same location
in the 300 block of Roger Avenue,
Sgt. Rodger said.

In most instances, nothing was re-
ported missing from the vehicles, al-
though it was apparent someone had
gone through them, Sgt. Rodger said.
An undetermined amount of change
was removed from a vehicle in the
200 block of Avon Road, and a radar
detector valued at $300 was taken
from a vehicle in the 300 block of
Roger Avenue.
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Charlie
Brown’s

during and after WWII. It was also the
location of many area residents’ first
alcoholic drinks. The Trianos acquired
the property from George Chrone, who
also owned the location that is now the
Jolly Trolley in Westfield; Charlie
Brown’s operates the Jolly Trolley.
The Chrone’s family currently oper-
ates Chrone’s Tavern in Mountainside.

Mr. and Mrs. Triano lived upstairs
from the bar. In the early 1970s, when
the drinking age was lowered to 18,
the clientele changed, and shortly af-
terwards, Mr. and Mrs. Triano sold
the restaurant. For a short time, a
seafood restaurant called Seymour’s
occupied the site.

A post-fire press release from
Charlie Brown’s indicates that Charlie
Brown’s has operated the North Av-
enue site since June 1975 and that the
location had served as their corporate
office at one time.

ordinance.
Mr. Higgins said he came away

from the January 15 meeting with the
feeling that at least he, Mr. Chemidlin
and Mr. Flowers “had something we
could live with.” But Mr. Higgins
said it’s now a matter of “whether the
[full] borough council agrees” and
how the full BPA receives it.

Mr. Higgins also said the intent of
the ordinance was simply to get infor-
mation about local businesses and
“not to duplicate some of the other
inspections required under other lo-
cal ordinances.”

Mr. Chemidlin said while he un-
derstands the borough’s intent, “I
don’t 100 percent agree with how

they’re going to go about it or how
they’re going to enforce it.”

Referring to annual fire department
inspections of local businesses, Mr.
Chemidlin said he believes “there’s
not enough information sharing” hap-
pening.

“If the fire department knows we’re
here and if they’re going around door-
to-door to all the businesses, I would
assume the borough would be shar-
ing [that] information with different
departments,” he said.

Mr. Chemidlin says he expects to
meet with Mr. Higgins again to review
draft amendments to the ordinance
prior to formal consideration by the
governing body later this month.
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FW Business Ordinance

Scotch Plains
Wednesday, January 24, a resident of

Donamy Glen reported that someone ob-
tained her credit card information and
made several hundred dollars worth of
unauthorized purchases.

Thursday, January 25, a bus driver at
the Union County Vocational-Technical
Schools reported that a student yelled at
him because he did not let him off the bus
quickly enough.

Saturday, January 27, a resident of
Cedar Grove Terrace reported that some-
one scratched his vehicle some time over-
night.

Sunday, January 28, Kevin Pompey,
27, of Plainfield was arrested after a mo-
tor vehicle stop on Route 22 and charged
with driving while intoxicated.

Monday, January 29, Harold Kramer,
50, of Plainfield was arrested and charged
with DWI after a motor vehicle stop for a
violation on Terrill Road.

Fanwood
Thursday, January 25, Thomas M.

Corrello, Jr., 22, of Plainfield was ar-
rested following a motor vehicle stop on
Terrill Road for outstanding warrants out
of Plainfield and North Plainfield.

Friday, January 26, Pamela A. Marel,
26, of Scotch Plains was arrested follow-
ing a motor vehicle stop on Martine Av-
enue and charged with DWI. She was
processed and released to a responsible
adult.

Saturday, January 27, Deanna N.
Wharton, 36, of Linden was arrested after
a motor vehicle stop on South Avenue on
an outstanding Linden warrant.

Sunday, January 28, Ellis T. Buwa, 52,
of Plainfield was arrested on an outstand-
ing Woodbridge warrant after a motor
vehicle stop.

Tuesday, January 30, Nishit H. Patel,
28, of Irving, Tex. was arrested on an
outstanding Franklin Township warrant
after a motor vehicle stop on South Av-
enue.

Wednesday, January 31, John H. Carter,
3rd, 20, of Plainfield was arrested on an
outstanding North Plainfield warrant af-
ter a motor vehicle stop on South Avenue.

Mountainside
Tuesday, January 23, Jayshaun Q.

Whack, 20, of Newark was arrested and
charged with DWI after a motor vehicle
stop on Spruce Drive. He was also charged
with a possession of a controlled danger-
ous substance (CDS).

Tuesday, January 23, Efrain Vera, 52,
of Newark was arrested at the Essex
County Sherrifs’ Department on an out-
standing warrant in the amount of $300.

Thursday, January 25, Milton
Cunningham, 22, of Irvington was ar-
rested at the Irvington Police Department
for an outstanding warrant in the amount
of $1,600.

Saturday, January 27, Michael McCue,
24, of Westfield was arrested and charged
with DWI after he was found sleeping
behind the wheel in the right lane on
Route 22. According to police, the ve-
hicle was running and the suspect’s foot
was on the brake. An open bottle of vodka
was found in the suspect’s lap, police
said.

Sunday, January 28, a resident of Hill-
side Avenue reported that someone threw

eggs at his home. The victim washed the
egg off his house, police said.

Westfield
Sunday, January 21, Joseph

Wisniewski, 21, of Westfield was ar-
rested at North Avenue and Crossway
Place for alleged possession of less than
50 grams of marijuana. He was released
on his own recognizance with a sum-
mons.

Monday, January 22, Jorge Rivera, 33,
of Elizabeth was arrested and charged
with hindering apprehension for alleg-
edly giving police a false name following
a motor vehicle stop at Cranford Avenue
and Benson Place.

Rivera also was taken into custody on
multiple outstanding warrants, including
one no-bail warrant each from the Union
County Sheriff’s and Hudson County
Sheriff’s departments; a motor vehicle
warrant from West New York for $295
and a motor vehicle warrant from Eliza-
beth for $255.

He was served with a summons for
hindering apprehension and was held
pending transfer to the Union County
Sheriff’s Department.

Monday, January 22, Salvatore Fazio,
23, of Westfield was arrested at Westfield
police headquarters on an outstanding
Westfield motor vehicle warrant. He was
released after posting $91 cash bail.

Wednesday, January 24, a Cherry Lane
resident reported the theft of three rings,
including two diamond rings and a gold
ring, from a curio cabinet in her bed-
room. There were no signs of forced
entry.

Thursday, January 25, William
Lepinsky, 56, of Fanwood was arrested
and charged with DWI following a motor
vehicle stop at West North Avenue and
Edgewood Avenue. According to po-
lice, he was held until sober and then
released.

Thursday, January 25, Jaime
Grubesich, 24, of South Plainfield was
arrested and charged with DWI following
a motor vehicle stop at South Avenue and
Crossway Place. She was issued sum-
monses and subsequently released to a
responsible individual.

Thursday, January 25, Jose Garcia, 49,
of Keasbey was arrested on a civil con-
tempt warrant out of Somerset County
following a motor vehicle stop at Central
Avenue and Cacciola Place. He posted
$942 bail and was released.

Thursday, January 25, a business in the
200 block of East Broad Street reported
the shoplifting of $4,175 worth of mer-
chandise.

Friday, January 26, Manuel Salas, 24,
of Union was arrested following a motor
vehicle stop on the 600 block of South
Avenue, West, on motor vehicle warrants
from Edison and Mendham. Salas posted
$89 bail on the Edison warrant and was
released on his own recognizance on the
Mendham warrant.

Friday, January 26, Kunwar E. Baba,
23, of Westfield was arrested at
Cumberland Street and North Scotch
Plains Avenue pursuant to a contempt of
court motor vehicle warrant issued by the
Kenilworth Municipal Court. He was re-
leased after posting $215 bail.

Friday, January 26, Steve McIntyre,
22, of Roselle was arrested at Westfield
police headquarters on a Roselle Park
motor vehicle warrant for $100. He was
turned over to the Union Police Depart-
ment on another warrant out of that juris-
diction.

Saturday, January 27, a resident of
Scotch Plains reported that someone forc-
ibly entered her mother’s home on the
700 block of Prospect Street. The person
or individuals responsible gained entry
by removing a screen at a rear porch area
and then forcing entry into the residence
through a rear door. Dressers and closets
were apparently entered but nothing was
reported missing.

said while the PTA could not speak
for all parents, some of her members
wondered, “How can we spend $1.7
million on fields when we’ll need
classrooms down the road?” She and
others said most people liked the idea
of turfing the fields but worried they
might be choosing fields over adding
needed classrooms.

Board member Betty Anne Woerner
told parents that the BOE wanted
parents to think of the turf bond and a
later bond for classrooms as two steps
of one process.

Parent Christine Mahoney said, “I
think the average person isn’t going
to pay any attention to that.”

Parents agreed that asking for fund-
ing in two separate bonds so close
together might result in voter back-
lash no matter how much the BOE
explained the first bond was part one
of two bond proposals.

The board also asked parents to
consider how recent legislation passed

in Trenton that imposes a 4-percent
cap on property taxes might impact
the school district’s budget. BOE sec-
retary and District Business Admin-
istrator Anthony DelSordi said the
cap, part of property-tax reform, could
result in the district needing to cut as
much as $900,000 from its budget.

Both board members and parents
wondered what could possibly be cut.
Would they have to cut part of the
music program and co-curricular ac-
tivities or settle for larger class sizes,
which would allow a staff cut?

Board member Donald Parisi said
that the staff’s choice of traditional
medical insurance instead of pre-
ferred provider organization (PPO)
insurance was the “single biggest
waste of money” he saw in the bud-
get. He said the BOE has approached
staff about switching to PPO cover-
age, but so far staff resisted. A ma-
jority of parents nodded and mur-
mured in agreement that such a
switch seemed wise.

They also discussed alternative
methods of funding, security issues
such as vandalism at the high school
and Evergreen Elementary School,
traffic hazards, parking-space short-
ages, whether schools should close
on Election Day and how to adjust the
calendar so that the school year ends
before late June.
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BOE, PTA Roundtable

ics Act, important dates in the school-
election process, briefing sessions for
candidates and sample filing peti-
tions.

Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Residents interested in becoming

a candidate for the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood BOE can obtain kits and
petitions at the business office of
board secretary Anthony DelSordi,
located at Evergreen Avenue and
Cedar Street; call (908) 232-6161,
ext. 20.

Two BOE seats in Scotch Plains
and one in Fanwood are up for elec-
tion this year as the three-year posi-
tions currently held by Craig Nowlin
and Tom Russo of Scotch Plains and
Rob O’Connor of Fanwood expire.

Westfield
Residents interested in becoming a

candidate for the Westfield BOE can
obtain kits and petitions at the board
secretary’s office at 302 Elm Street;
call (908) 789-4401.

Petitions must be signed and deliv-
ered to board secretary Robert Berman
by the filing deadline. Each year, three
three-year BOE positions of the nine
total are up for election. Terms expire
in April for seats currently held by
Ginny Leiz, Richard Solomon and
Julia Walker.

Mountainside
Residents can pick up petitions and

information packets from board sec-
retary Roderic McLaughlin at the
board’s office, located in the
Beechwood School at 1497
Woodacres Drive; call (908) 232-
3232, ext. 142.

Three seats are up for election this
year, as the positions currently held
by Carmine Venes, Raymond Haggar
and Gene Nagel expire in April.

Garwood
Residents can pick up nominating

petitions and information packets
from board secretary Julia DePinto-
Perez at the board offices in Lincoln
School, at 400 Second Avenue, with
telephone (908) 789-0332.

Three seats are up for election this
year as the positions currently held
by Debbie Courtney, Linda Koenig
and Lisa Marano expire in April.

nounced on Tuesday that the library
would be open, on a trial basis, on
Sunday afternoons and earlier in the
morning on one weekday beginning
sometime in March. He noted that the
library, located at 1927 Bartle Av-
enue, would receive additional oper-
ating funding this year due to state
laws mandating increased funding for
libraries.

The council awarded a contract not
to exceed $25,000 to National Fence
Systems of Avenel for new fencing at
Green Forest Park and extension of
the fence at Jerseyland Park. The coun-
cil also approved a $50,865 contract
for the purchase of three zero-turn
mowers from Storr Tractor of
Somerville for use on ball fields. It
approved the $7,200 purchase of a
lightweight utility vehicle for use by
Scotch Hills Country Club and the
township recreation department.

Councilman Jeffrey Strauss an-
nounced that residents wishing to opt
out of receiving supermarket ad
circulars that are dropped in their drive-
ways could now call 1-800-376-6222.
He said those residents not wanting to
receive the weekly Suburban News
could call 1-800-300-9321 to stop this
service permanently or during times
when they would be away from home
for an extended period of time.

Former mayor and councilman Rob-
ert Johnston was reappointed to the
Plainfield Area Regional Sewerage
Authority for a five-year term. At the
start of its meeting, the council recog-
nized Tom Douress for his three de-
cades of service as Scotch Plains’ rep-
resentative to the Union County agency
that disburses community develop-
ment block grant funds. Mayor Marks
presented Mr. Douress with a plaque
of appreciation and recognition.
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Scotch Plains Council

Victoria McCabe for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
TIME TO REBUILD...Charlie Brown’s Steakhouse officials say they anticipate rebuilding their Scotch Plains location in time to reopen by Labor Day. The North
Avenue restaurant burned to the ground in a three-alarm fire last Wednesday morning. See video and more photos at goleader.com/video.

David Samsky for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
GUEST OF HONOR…U.S. Attorney Chris Christie, left, was the guest speaker at
the annual awards dinner of the Gateway Chamber of Commerce Tuesday night at
the DoubleTree Hotel Newark Airport. Also pictured are Chamber President
James Coyle, center, and board member William Sanders of Mountainside.
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4th Annual SUPER BOWL SALE

Sunday, February 4th  9am – 3pm

Here’s the game plan!
Discounts will be determined by “Yarn-Yard Line”

Yard lines are clearly indicated on the home field (a.k.a. Knit-A-Bit)
Kits, books, buttons, bags, needles and accessories are 20% off

ALL SALES FINAL    NO RETURNS ACCEPTED

Quantities are limited and no discount is taken on special orders.  Please come prepared with

yardage amounts for any given project.  Cash, Check and Mastercard / Visa accepted.

www.knit-a-bit.com

66 Elm Street, Suite #2 – Westfield, NJ   908-301-0053

50 yard line is 50% off
40 yard line is 40% off
30 yard line is 40% off
20 yard line is 20% off

Specializing in all aspects of Family Law

including divorce, custody, visitation, alimony,

child support, division of assets, palimony,

premarital agreements, domestic partnerships,

restraining orders, post-divorce motions due to

changed financial circumstances, residence

removal from New Jersey, visitation

modifications and transfers of custody.

340 North Avenue      Cranford, New Jersey 07016

MARIO C. GURRIERI, ESQ.
Chair of the Family Law Department of

DUGHI & HEWIT

908-272-0200
www.dhplaw.net

For More Information:

32 years of continuous practice in Family Law

Union County Early Settlement Arbitration

Panelist 25 years

Court-appointed Standing Master & Guardian

Accredited Mediator

Formerly Senior Partner at Snevily, Ely,

Williams & Gurrieri, Westfield (1972-2000)

DIVORCE QUESTIONS?

A
• Life Insurance
• Disability Insurance
• Long Term Care
• Employee Benefits

      908.233.0920

Art
Ammermuller
“Helping People”

included in the budget, Mr. Devanney
said, “The past few years have been
challenging ones for Union County –
continuing to provide the services
our residents expect, while keeping
property taxes as low as possible.”

He said the county-owned Runnells
Specialized Hospital in Berkeley
Heights, “is now running a $3.5-mil-
lion deficit due to unforeseen market
circumstances,” adding that “market
factors have significantly cut into the
occupancy rate.” Runnells’ proposed
budget is $38.7 million.

“In addition, reimbursement de-
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County Manager Announces
2007 Executive Budget

lays for its Cornerstone Psychiatric
Program from the federal govern-
ment have also adversely impacted
the hospital’s bottom line,” Mr.
Devanney acknowledged.

He said mandated costs account
for $94 million of the $239.6 million
proposed levy, or “nearly 40 percent”
of 2007 projected county taxes. “This
means an average increase of $71 per
household,” he said.

County Clerk Joanne Rajoppi re-
ported that revenues in her office were
flat at $48 million this year in part due
to higher mortgage rates (Please see
related story on page 2).

Salaries and wages are projected at
$149.8 million, down almost $12
million from last year. Salaries and
wages had climbed from $148.2 mil-
lion in 2004 to $157.8 million in 2005
and $161.4 million in 2006, accord-
ing to figures in previous budgets.

On the revenue side, state and fed-
eral grants are down $16 million to
$22.1 million, parks and recreation
revenue is down $130,000, with road
permits dropping $30,000. The
county’s Board of Elections has an-
ticipated a $125,000 decline in rev-
enues this year.

In order to stabilize the budget, Mr.
Devanney said the county’s early-
retirement program “will generate as
much as $973,000 in savings for 2007
alone.” In an effort to “stem the tide of
rising contractual employee salaries
and health care costs,” the county
plans to reduce its workforce “by at
least 50 positions this year.”

“This will be accomplished through
the elimination of vacancies, early
retirement and attrition,” the county
manager said,

The county will also look at its as-
sets, including the former Oriscello jail
facility, to generate additional revenues.

Mr. D’Elia said the freeholders
would introduce and adopt the county
budget by June.

source: County of Union budgets, 2007 Executive Budget

County Clerk Warns
About Deed Scam

ELIZABETH – County Clerk
Joanne Rajoppi has warned  property
owners in the County of Union to
beware of people who offer to sell
them a certified copy of the deed to
their property.

Scam artists solicit property owners
in the county, offering to sell them a
copy of their deed for as much as $80.
The county clerk’s office charges less
than $20 for a certified copy; state law
mandates the price. Ms. Rajoppi
saidthere is no need to go through a
middleman who charges an exorbi-
tant fee for this service.

Property owners are advised to be
wary of people purporting to sell “ac-
tual” deeds. Only the county clerk’s
office has the real deeds to respective
properties. The county clerk is re-
sponsible for recording, filing and pre-
serving all property transactions oc-
curring within the county. She main-
tains copies of all documents since
1857 on file in the Record Room,
which is open to the public.

To find out more, call the Union
County Clerk’s Office at (908) 527-
4787, or visit ucnj.org. The County
Clerk’s Office is located in the court-
house at 2 Broad Street in Elizabeth.

Retired Postmaster Ken Brown Recalls
Postal System Changes Over Past 36 Years

By NORDETTE N. ADAMS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — Retired Westfield
Postmaster Ken Brown remembers
when mail carriers delivered mail to
homes twice daily, when postal clerks
hand-cancelled letters, when powdery
substances floating from envelopes
didn’t cause alarm and a one-pound
package was neither “suspicious” nor
called “target mail.”

He’s seen Westfield evolve from
mainly mom-and-pop stores to a big
brand marketplace and a place where
old homes become parking lots or the
site of “McMansions,” yet remain a
town of “family values” where people
still know each other.

“Years ago, the post office always
had a job for somebody. They didn’t
pay what the other companies paid,
but if you couldn’t get a job,
you could find one at the
post office,” said Mr. Brown,
who officially retired from
the Postal Service effective
January 4, after serving 36
years. He held a supervisor
position in Union, and be-
fore serving as Westfield’s
postmaster he was postmas-
ter in Garwood and South
Orange.

“Both my daughters
worked for the post office a
while, but now it’s changed.
The number of employees
we have working has gone
down,” he said.

He attributes staff reduc-
tion and most of the changes to automa-
tion, the public’s use of the Internet and
some to more mail delivered through
private companies. “We used to hand-
cancel a lot of mail. You know, kill the
stamp? We used to do it by machine but
we still had to handle most of the mail.
The clerk doesn’t have to break it down
anymore,” Mr. Brown said.

He said today mail usually arrives
at the local post office separated ac-
cording to neighborhoods, computer-
scanned and pre-sorted. “It bypasses
the carrier (for handling) and they

just have to pick it up” and deliver it.
According to Mr. Brown, “80 per-

cent of our mail is now automated,” and
even Christmas rush has been stream-
lined. Nevertheless, during the season,
“we’ve been inundated with packages,
not so much the letter mail, with people
ordering off-line, and then the pack-
ages come through the system.”

With the September 11, 2001 bomb-
ings, packages have come under the
microscope – not just Christmas pack-
ages, but any weighing more than a
pound. Such packages may be classi-
fied as “target mail,” which United
States Postal Service documentation
describes as “stamped domestic mail
or any international and military AP0/
FPO mail weighting 16 ounces or
more, not given face-to-face by a
known customer to a carrier. It can be

any size or shape.” Domestic Express
mail, however, is not target mail.

“Anything over a pound is subject to
some scrutiny,” said Mr. Brown, “So if
I know you, I recognize you, I’m your
carrier, then I can take it. You can’t put
it in the mailbox. If you go to the
window and they see you and they
know you, then they can take it.”

This scrutiny is only one change
related to 9/11. Another change, said
Mr. Brown, is “We’re more strict on our
ID. You have to have ID to go in and out
of the building. That was always a rule
but it wasn’t really enforced. In Westfield
most of us know each other, but if
anyone comes in they’re supposed to be
challenged at the door.”

Being “challenged at the door”
because you’re where no one recog-
nizes you is a concept Mr. Brown
accepted early in life, growing up in
Brooklyn, NY, until age 12. His
mother, after separating from his fa-
ther, moved with him to Westfield,
where he lived for 50 years.

“In Brooklyn you don’t go off your
block. It’s not like if the ball goes
across the street you can go chase it,”
said Mr. Brown. “You have to wait for
someone on the other side to throw it
back. You don’t go off your block
because that doesn’t belong to you.
It’s just like a neighborhood in that
you see a face that doesn’t belong

here you get suspicious.”
That was Brooklyn, but not

Westfield. Despite the emotional pain
he faced over his parents’ separation
when he moved to the town, he said,
“I was never afraid to go anyplace
here in Westfield.”

And so when he and his wife Ann
had their two daughters, they chose to
return to Westfield after living for a
time in both Elizabeth and New York
State. “When my children were born,
I wanted to get back to Westfield so
once they started in the school system
they stayed in the school system. I
didn’t want them jumping around.”

His daughters, Christine Charlton
and Robyn Brown Percival, are both
adults now and married, each with
three children. However as young-
sters, his girls were the driver behind

much of Mr. Brown’s com-
munity work while living
Westfield. He started coach-
ing field hockey, basketball
and softball because his
daughters joined teams. One
of them asked him to coach.

As a result of his coach-
ing the teams, a member of
Westfield School Boosters
Association asked him to
join that group and spon-
sored his membership. To-
day he is a member of its
executive board.

From a Catholic family,
Mr. Brown attended Holy
Trinity Schools and even met
his wife through a church-

sponsored ski trip. Today he is a com-
municant at Westfield’s St. Helen’s
Roman Catholic Church and an active
member of the Knights of Columbus.

He and his wife, a former secretary
to the Westfield fire chief, now live in
Mountainside. Both their daughters
live in Westfield with their families
and only houses apart.

He is a veteran of the U.S. Marine
Corps who missed the Korean War
and completed his duty the year Viet-
nam began, and he relates his feelings
on 9/11 to the day President John F.
Kennedy was assassinated. “I was
aghast at the whole situation (9/11).
It was hard to believe. It was like
when President Kennedy was shot.
You know nobody can kill the Presi-
dent! And I think that was the first
thing that changed people’s minds
(about life’s dangers). Somebody
could kill a President.”

But life in Westfield has been for
him a solid foundation on which to
build a close-knit, community-oriented
family that today includes six grand-
children, a place where you can keep
what you cherish safe. He said some-
times it seems to him that “Westfield’s
become the restaurant and bank capi-
tal of the world” with growth and
change, but still, “It’s a good town.
The school system is good. The people
support family values,” he said.

Horace Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
MASTER OF THE MAIL...Retired postmaster Ken Brown
discusses his career with Leader/Times reporter Nordette Adams.

Clerk Reports Flat
Revenues As Mortgage

Rates Jump
COUNTY – Union County Clerk

Joanne Rajoppi said in her 2006 an-
nual report revenue for her office re-
mained flat last year at $48 million,
“despite a 6-percent decrease in the
number of real estate recordings from
188,000 in 2005 to 176,000 in 2006
due to increased mortgage rates.”

“Despite competitors, the Clerk’s
Office increased passport volume by 6
percent from a volume of 12,666 in
2005 to 13,480 in 2006 with a parallel
revenue of $404,140. This increase is
also due to the fact of an additional
evening of office hours in the Westfield
Clerk’s Office, bringing the total to
three nights per week for passport
processing,” according to the report.

More than 1.2 million individual
searches, Ms. Rajoppi said, were con-
ducted on the county clerk’s property
search site in 2006 – an average of
100,000 per month, a 9-percent in-
crease over 2005. Introduced in 2002,
the website permits individuals, busi-
nesses and attorneys access to research
actual images from deeds, mortgages
and other real estate documents.
Clerk.ucnj.org includes an index of
documents dating from 1977. Through
a New Jersey Public Archives and
Records Infrastructure Support
(PARIS) grant program, additional
back scanning of images has been
completed. Deed images from 1987 to
present and mortgages images from
1989 are available for viewing.

Through another  PARIS grant, more
than 3,600 historical and a one-of-kind
map were restored and and digitized.
Another grant was received for the
back scanning of deeds and mortgages
from 1990 to 1977. These images will
be placed on the county clerk’s website
as they become available. The third
grant allowed for the purchase and in-
stallation of a replicated-computer
mainframe the increase space to ensure
“constant availability of the system.”

Ms. Rajoppi said revenues for her
office “should remain stable for
2007.” Also, several outreach pro-
grams for residents for elections and
passports are planned.
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Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's

ALL STORES OPEN SUN.

MOST STORES ACCEPT:

For the address of the store nearest to you please call... 1-800-SHOPRITE
Prices established by ShopRite Wines & Spirits of Lincoln Park, 60 Beaverbrook Rd., Lincoln Park, N.J., (973) 694-4420

ShopRite WINES & SPIRITS STORES ARE INDIVIDUALLY OWNED AND OPERATED AND NOT A CHAIN. PRICES AND
PRODUCTS FEATURED MAY NOT BE AVAILABLE AT ALL AFFILIATED STORES. Prices effective Wed., Jan. 24 thru

Tues., Feb. 13 , 2007. We reserve the right to limit quantities. Not responsible for typographical errors. In the event of
errors, the lowest price allowed by N.J. State Law will apply. All cases sold containing single type only.

®

Discounts
Available On:
(EXCLUDING SALE ITEMS)

Mixed
Cases

of Wine

Mixed
Cases

of Spirits

SUN MON TUES WED THURS FRI SAT

24 25 26 27
28 29 30 31 1 2 3
4 5 6 7 8 9 10

11 12 13

Prices effective: 1/24 thru2/13/07
JANUARY/FEBRUARY 2007

Smoking
Loon
ALL TYPES 799

Debit
Card

ShopRite

•DeKuyper Pucker
SOUR APPLE

•Kamora
COFFEE LIQUEUR 1699

VODKA

Belvedere 2599

Svedka 1999

TEQUILA

•DESSERT WINES
ALL TYPES 999

Concha y Toro
Frontera Blends 899

Stolichnaya 
Vodka

Absolut
REG. OR FLAVORS 2199

•SILVER

3699
•REPOSADO

3999
•AÑEJO

4399

750 ML

BOURBON

GIN

1.75 L

1 L

Merryvale
Starmont
Merryvale
Starmont
Merryvale
Starmont
Merryvale
Starmont

Stone Cellars
All Types

999

BeringerBeringerBeringerBeringer

BeringerBeringerBeringerBeringer

Black Swan
ALL TYPES 999

1.5 L

FoxHorn
ALL TYPES 499

1.5 L

Columbia
Crest
ALL TYPES 1199

1.5 L

3199
1.75 L

Bacardi Rum 
Light or Gold 

1999
1.75 L

Dewar’s 
White Label

Quinta do Noval

2999
1.75 L

Jose Cuervo 
Gold or Clasico White

3499
1.75 L

KNIGHT’S VALLEY

•Cabernet  . . . . .1999

NAPA VALLEY

•Pinot Noir  . . . .1699

NAPA VALLEY

•Merlot  . . . . . . .1499

NAPA VALLEY

•Sauvignon Blanc1299

NAPA VALLEY

•Chardonnay  . .1199

Chardonnay

1499

1 L

Evan
Williams
SOUR MASH 1799

Captain
Morgan
SPICED RUM 2499

Don Julio ALL 750 MLS

1199

CHAMPAGNE & SPARKLING

Piper Sonoma
•BRUT
•BLANC DE NOIR 1099

M&R Asti 999

Freixenet
CORDON NEGRO 799

750
ML

Banfi
ROSA REGALE 1499

750
ML

Nicolas
Feuillatte
BRUT 2199

750
ML

Heidsieck
Monopole
(BLUE TOP) 2499

750
ML

Carlo Rossi
•GENERICS   
•VARIETALS 999

Voga
•PINOT GRIGIO
•QUATTRO 899 Franzia

•HOUSE WINE
FAVORITES . . . . . . . . . . . . 899

•OLD WORLD
CLASSICS . . . . . . . . . . . 1099

•VINTNER
SELECT. . . . . . . . . . . . . 1299

5 L BOXES

ALL 750 MLS

Rossini’s
Classic Cellars
•CHABLIS   •RHINE
•BLUSH CHABLIS
•BURGUNDY   •ROSE
•RUBINO ROSSO 799

Jameson
IRISH WHISKEY 3699

1.75 L

Hendrick’s 2699

Gordon’s 1499

Tanqueray 3199

Macallan
12-YR. OLD SINGLE MALT3699

750 ML
Speyburn
10-YR. OLD SINGLE MALT1999

John Begg 1599

Crown Royal 2099

1.75 L

Canadian Club1799
1.75 L

Seagram’s
7 Crown 1599

1.75 L

1.75 L

SCOTCH

1.75 LJack Daniels 3699

750
ML

Dr. Loosen
Riesling 799

750
ML

Renwood
Sierra Zinfandel 899

750
ML

Nobilo
Sauvignon Blanc 999

750
ML

Mark West
Pinot Noir 999

4 L

Bartles & Jaymes
Coolers
ALL TYPES, 4/6-PACKS 2199

CORDIALS

Your Choice!

Your Choice!

1.5 L

Pinot Grigio
And All Other Types

1199

CavitCavitCavitCavit

1.5 L

Starbucks
•COFFEE LIQUEUR
•CREAM COFFEE LIQUEUR1899

750 ML

3 L

4 L

Santa Marvista
Reserva Wines
•CABERNET
•MERLOT
•CHARDONNAY 699

1.5 L

1.5 L

1.75 L

Smirnoff
800 REGULAR 1999

1.75 L

Smirnoff
FLAVORS 2099

1.75 L

1.75 L

1.75 L

Knob Creek
SOUR MASH 2699

750 ML

1.75 L

750 ML

1.75 L

12-PACK, 12-OZ. BTLS.

• Heineken REGULAR OR LIGHT

• Amstel Light
•Corona EXTRA OR LIGHT

750
ML

750
ML

750
ML

COMPARE & SAVE
➥➥

750 ML

Glenlivet
NADURRA 4999

Hiram Walker
POMEGRANATE SCHNAPPS999

1 L
Baileys
IRISH CREAM 2299

Gozio AMARETTO 2199
Christian Bros.
BRANDY 1699

750 ML

Hennessy VS
COGNAC 2499

750 ML

750 ML
Remy Martin
XO COGNAC 9999

750 ML

1 L

Cointreau 2999

Debriac XO 2999

1 L

750 ML

FINE PORTS ALL 750 MLS Di LupoDi LupoDi Lupo
•ALTO ADIGE
PINOT GRIGIO 750 ML1299

•CHIANTI
RISERVA . . . . . .750 ML 999

•ROSSO
TOSCANA . . . . .750 ML 999

•CHIANTI  . . . . . .1.5 L 999

•RUBY
•TAWNY  . . . . . . .999

•LB  . . . . . . . . .1599

•LBV '98  . . . . .1999

•10-YEAR OLD
TAWNY  . . . . .2499

Rodney Strong
•CABERNET
•MERLOT 1299

•CHARDONNAY 1099

Luna di Luna
ALL TYPES 1499

1.5 L

Columbia Crest
Grand Estate
•CABERNET  •MERLOT
•CHARDONNAY 999

Arbor Mist
ALL TYPES
(EXC. BLENDERS) 699

1.5 L

Beringer
WHITE ZINFANDEL 899

1.5 L

Real Sangria 999
1.5 L

750
ML

750
ML

750
ML

750
ML

750
ML

Merlot

1999
750
ML

Cabernet

2199
750
ML

NOW in WESTFIELD! ShopRite Wines & Spirits Marketplace 333 South Ave. East (Formerly Town & Country Liquors)

MarketplaceMarketplaceMarketplaceMarketplaceMarketplaceMarketplace

Keep an eye out for the latest episode
of “Chamber Chat,” the new local tele-
vision show, airing at 7:30 on Tuesdays
and Thursdays on Scotch Plains TV34.

TV34 incidentally is part of a shared
service agreement between the town-
ship and Scotch Plains Fanwood High
School. A shared-service agreement is
when two or more public entities pool
their resources to benefit each other for
serving the public. On that note, I’d like
to tell the public about another shared-
service agreement I learned about.

Last Wednesday night, I turned on
TV34 hoping to catch the latest episode
of “Chamber Chat,” when I saw two
hours of unedited footage of the fire at
Charlie Brown’s. There were several
different fire companies present. I
learned of something called the Fire
Mutual Aid (FMA) system, which
Union County has had in place for over
25 years. The purpose of FMA is to
provide fire departments with often-
needed backup.

It works like this, for example: Chief
Jonathan Ellis of the Scotch Plains Fire
Department arrives on the scene and is
the “incident commander” for the dura-
tion of the fire. He assesses the situa-
tion. If he chooses, he calls the Fire
Mutual Aid Coordinator, Deputy Chief
Lathey Wirkus of the Elizabeth Fire
Department at FMA headquarters. That
is exactly the decision Chief Ellis made
upon arriving at the fire last Wednesday
morning.

There were 14 fire departments in-

By Kara Shovlin

County Fire Mutual Aid,
Pretty Cool for Hot Situations

volved in that fire, including Westfield,
Fanwood, Garwood, Mountainside and,
of course, Scotch Plains. Of those 14,
11 were at the fire scene and three were
at the Scotch Plains firehouse provid-
ing backup.

If you peeked in the window that
morning, you would have seen an en-
gine from Berkeley Heights, an engine
from Roselle Park and a ladder truck
from Elizabeth sitting in the bays where
the Scotch Plains trucks usually sit.

Union County Emergency Manage-
ment coordinator, Ben LaGanga says
that the FMA system is utilized every-
day, and it is so successful because it
addresses two of the major concerns of
most departments, which are resources
and manpower.

The Union County FMA system is
far and away the most sophisticated
system of its kind in the area. On Sep-
tember 11, when FDNY needed assis-
tance, Union County was able to pro-
vide them with an unbelievable 18 en-
gines and 11 ladders in under an hour.
Chief Ellis says that this sort of shared-
service dates back to the late 1800s,
when the Scotch Plains Fire Depart-
ment pulled their hand-drawn fire truck
to the Fanwood train station, loaded it
on a railcar and went to help fight a fire
in Westfield.

So rest easy knowing that if you ever
need your fire department, they will
arrive with the full resources of the
entire county behind them — pretty
cool for hot situations.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

Union County and New Jersey
2007 Voting and Election Dates

Campaign Finance Report due in Tren-
ton.

August
Monday, August 13: November gen-

eral election ballot position drawing –
3 p.m.

Friday, August 24: last day for a
municipal or county governing body to
approve a proposition (non-binding
question) to appear on the November
general election ballot.

September
Friday, September 7: last day for

voters of a municipality to place a
proposition (binding question) on the
November general election ballot.

Friday, September 7: last day for an
Independent candidate to withdraw
from the general election ballot.

Thursday, September 13: last day to
fill a vacancy for an Independent can-
didate.

Monday, September 17: last day for
a candidate nominated in the primary
election to withdraw from the general
election.

Wednesday, September 19: last day
to fill a vacancy of primary-election
nominees.

October
Tuesday, October 9: the 29-day Pre-

General Election Campaign Finance
Report before noon in county clerk’s
office.

Monday, October 15: Continuing
Political Action Committee third-quar-
ter Campaign Finance Report due in
Trenton.

Tuesday, October 16: last day to
register to vote for the November gen-
eral election.

Friday, October 26: the 11-day Pre-
General Election Campaign Finance
Report due before noon in county
clerk’s office.

Tuesday, October 30: last day to
apply by mail for an absentee ballot for
the November general election.

November
Saturday, November 3: special

opening of county clerk’s office, Eliza-
beth, to apply for an absentee ballot
for the general election – 9 a.m. to 1
p.m.

Monday, November 5: last day to
apply in person for an absentee ballot
in Elizabeth – 3 p.m.

Tuesday, November 6: General Elec-
tion Day. Polls are open 6 a.m. to 8 p.m.

Friday, November 21: deadline for
general election recount. Applications
are to be made with judge of Superior
Court.

Monday, November 26: 20-day Post
General Election Campaign Finance
Report due before noon in county
clerk’s office.

*    *    *    *
To get election information, contact

Union County Clerk Election Office,
Courthouse, Elizabeth, NJ 07207, or
call (908) 527-4996. Civilian or mili-
tary absentee ballots (908) 527-4360.

To obtain election forms, contact
New Jersey Election Law Enforcement
Commission (ELEC) at P.O. Box 185
Trenton, NJ 08625-0185, or call (609)
292-8700.

For information on voting registra-
tion, contact the Union County Board
of Elections at 271 North Broad Street,
Elizabeth, 07208, or call (908) 527-
4121; or the Department of Law and
Public Safety Division of Election at
P.O. Box 304 25 Market St., 7th floor
West Wing, Trenton, 08625, or call
(609) 292-3760.

Source: ucnj.org

February
Monday, February 26: school board

election petition filing deadline – 4 p.m.
March

Monday, March 19: 29-day Pre-
School Election Campaign Finance
Report due in Trenton.

Tuesday, March 27: last day to reg-
ister to vote for school board elections.

April
Monday, April 9: 11-day Pre-School

Election Campaign Finance Report due
in Trenton.

Monday, April 9: June primary elec-
tion petition filing deadline – 4 p.m.

Tuesday, April 10: last day to apply
by mail for a school board election
absentee ballot.

Friday, April 13: deadline for objec-
tions to partisan candidates nominat-
ing petitions for primary election.

Monday, April 16: Continuing Po-
litical Action Committee first-quarter
Campaign Finance Report due in Tren-
ton.

Monday, April 16: last day to file
party declarations forms to change
political party affiliation for June pri-
mary election.

Tuesday, April 17: annual school
board election.

Thursday, April 19: deadline for de-
termination of petition challenge.

Thursday, April 19: ballot position
drawing for June Primary Election – 3
p.m.

May
Wednesday, May 2: deadline for

school board election recount. Appli-
cations are to be made with judge of
Superior Court.

Monday, May 7: 29-day Pre-Primary
Election Campaign Finance Report due
before noon in county clerk’s office.

Monday, May 7: 20-day Post-School
Election Campaign Finance Report due
in Trenton.

Tuesday, May 8: Hillside municipal
election polls open 6 a.m. to 8 p.m.

Tuesday, May 15: last day to register
to vote in June primary election.

Friday, May 25: 11-day Pre-Primary
Election Campaign Finance Report due
before noon in county clerk’s office.

Tuesday, May 29: last day to apply
by mail for a June primary election
absentee ballot.

June
Saturday, June 2: special opening of

county clerk’s office in Elizabeth to
apply for absentee ballot for the pri-
mary election – 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.

Monday, June 4: deadline to apply in
person for an absentee ballot in Eliza-
beth – 3 p.m.

Tuesday, June 5: petition filing dead-
line for Independent candidates for the
general election – 4 p.m.

Tuesday, June 5:Primary Election
Day. Polls are open 6 a.m. to 8 p.m.

Monday, June 11: deadline for ob-
jections to Independent candidates
nominating petitions for the general
election.

Friday, June 15: deadline for deter-
mination of petition challenge for In-
dependent petitions.

Wednesday, June 20: deadline for
primary election recount. Applications
are to be made with judge of Superior
Court.

Monday, June 25: 20-day Post-Pri-
mary Election Campaign Finance Re-
port before noon in county clerk’s of-
fice.

July
Monday, July 16: Continuing Politi-

cal Action Committee second-quarter

Corzine’s Numbers ‘Sink
Faster Than Titantic’
Republican State Chairman Tom

Wilson issued the following state-
ment regarding a recent Quinnipiac
University poll on Governor Jon
Corzine’s performance: “Governor
Corzine’s numbers are sinking faster
than the Titanic for one simple rea-
son: he’s caving in to the special
interests and failing to deliver any-
thing close to the kind of property tax
relief or reform he promised. Jon
Corzine has lost touch with the very
people who elected him.”

Freeholder Mapp
Named CFO for Roselle

Union County freeholder Adrian
Mapp of Plainfield has been appointed
chief financial officer in Roselle at a
salary of $97,000, the same salary
paid to outgoing CFO Ken Blum,
according to The Star-Ledger. Mr.
Mapp is currently working on obtain-
ing his CFO certification.

Bramnick Pulls Bike
Cell Phone Ban Bill

Assemblyman Jon Bramnick
(LD21) of Westfield has pulled a bill
he had sponsored to ban cell-phone
use while riding a bike, according to
WCBS 880 Radio. He told the radio
station, “When you’re in the legisla-
ture for four years, you make a mis-
take.” The bill received national at-
tention on the Drudge Report, result-
ing in a flood of calls to his Westfield
legislative office.

Legislators Introduce
For Prop. Tax Cuts

The State Assembly on Monday
unveiled a plan to provide a 20-per-
cent property-tax cut, or $1,200, to
households earning $100,00 or less;
15 percent, or $900, for homes with
up to $150,000 income; and 10 per-
cent, or $600, for those earning more
than  $250,000. The legislation, which
was introduced Monday, includes a
4-percent cap on local tax levies.

Sean Kean to Seek
Palaia Senate Seat

Assemblyman Sean Kean has an-
nounced his candidacy for the Legis-
lative 11th District State Senate seat
occupied by the retiring Senator Jo-
seph Palaia. Mr. Kean became the
front-runner for the seat after Assem-
blyman Steve Corodemus announced
his retirement.

Suliga’s Widow Files
Lawsuit Against Driver

Annmarie Pakulski, the widow of
the late Senator Joseph Suliga, has
filed a lawsuit against the driver of
the car in which her husband was
killed in an automobile accident on
February 18, 2005. Also named are
the owners of the go-go bar, Cheeques,
which had served the driver alcohol,
PWJM Bar on Cedar Avenue in Lin-
den and Lookers Skyline Diner on
Dowd Avenue in Elizabeth. Mr. Suliga
was a backseat passenger in the car
driven by Nicholas Sorrentino of
Cranford. Omar Beeks of Elizabeth,
whose car hit Mr. Sorrentino’s ve-
hicle, was also named in the lawsuit.
Mr. Sorrentino’s vehicle was report-
edly illegally parked in front of
Cheeques with its back sticking out
onto the roadway.
Kate Whitman to Run

For Somerset Freeholder
Former Governor Christine Todd

Whitman’s daughter, Kate, will run
for Somerset County freeholder,
politicsnj.com has revealed. Ms.
Whitman worked for the Bush Ad-
ministration at the U.S. Department
of Labor and as an aide to Rep. Chris-
topher Cox (R-CA). She will seek the
seat being vacated by Denise Coyle,
who is running for State Assembly.

find out what
everyone’s

talking about

goleader.com/
thebuzz
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By Mayor Martin Marks, Scotch Plains

This time, it really hurts. After so many
years of indifference, inaction and failure
on the part of our state leaders (both
Republican and Democrat) as it pertains
to long overdue and desperately needed
property-tax reform, I thought that this
year might just be different.

Our new Governor Jon Corzine was
saying the right things; in particular that,
“at the end of the process, if there were not
a lot of special interests screaming, then
we haven’t done our jobs.”

Well, the process has received quite a
bit of coverage in the press as of late, but
it appears that, once again, our leaders in
Trenton, Governor Corzine in particular,
have fallen prey to the power of indi-
vidual interests and, at best, we will wind
up with some window dressing legisla-
tion that will still allow our property taxes
to accelerate to levels that dubiously lead
the nation.

As I see it, the problem and the solution
are easily seen; yet, no one has the guts to
act on them. The largest component of
anyone’s property tax bill (save for spe-
cial needs school districts) is salary/ben-
efits for teachers. This cannot be dis-
puted. If we are unwilling to find alternate
funding for this particular line item or we
are unwilling to reduce the appropriation
for this particular line item, then any
appreciable property-tax relief can never
be achieved in this state. If the people of
this state feel that the cost of public edu-
cation at the current levels is worth con-
tinuing, then in order to achieve property
tax reform, the state would need to step to
the plate and simply increase funding, as
other states do, for public education.

With structural deficits in the state bud-
get measured in the billions, it is highly
unlikely that state government will do
this. This leaves option number two, which
would involve standing up to the NJEA
and other state employee unions and re-
quire that its membership cap salary in-
creases to reflect cost of living, contribute
to their ever-escalating health insurance
premiums like the rest of the free world
does and increase the retirement age with
full pension benefits to a number that
would better reflect 2007 and not 1957.

To his credit, our state senator for the
22nd Legislative District Nicholas Scutari
(and my opponent in the election of 2003)
stood up to the special interests and the
rest of the senate and refused to vote for a
pension-reform bill that he originally
sponsored but was ultimately watered
down to being virtually meaningless.
We’ll see what happens to Senator Scutari

‘Legislative Cowards’ in
Trenton – I Stand by It

now that he has bucked the special inter-
ests and the powers that be in the Demo-
cratic Party. My prediction is that Senator
Scutari will be unceremoniously bounced
from this year’s ticket by Union County
political bosses, and will conveniently be
placed in a well-paid government job
elsewhere.

Other than pension reforms, there were
several recommended proposals that are
now doomed to the trash heap. A ban on
dual office holding is destined for failure.
Logical consolidation of school districts
and municipalities will likely never hap-
pen. The plan to establish an independent
state comptroller with any real authority
to root out wasteful and illegal spending
at all levels of government in New Jersey
is now on the road to oblivion.

Ultimately, a proposal for a strict cap
on property taxes increases at 4 percent
per year will be so fraught with loop holes
that it is easy to envision that future in-
creases will mirror the 6 to 7 percent per
year state-wide average we have typi-
cally seen.

In a recent article in the Star Ledger,
State Senator John Adler (D-Camden) was
quoted as saying “Somewhere along the
way, we lost our heart.” Interestingly
enough, I sat on a panel with Senator Adler
sponsored by the New Jersey League of
Municipalities two years ago, and I said
that until our state leaders display some
heart, backbone, guts, or any other part of
the anatomy associated with courage to
stand up to special interests, property tax
reform can never happen in this state. I
went on to say that until the citizens of this
state stop sending back the same do-noth-
ing, self-serving cowards back to Trenton
election after election, we will have no one
to blame but ourselves for the lack of
action on property tax reform.

By the way, you the voters will once
again send back to Trenton more than 90
percent of the incumbents running for the
state legislature later this year. I did take
a little bit of grief for the “cowards”
comment.

Then Assembly Speaker Albio Sires,
who was sitting next to me at the time,
took offense, as did some other legisla-
tors. With this year’s activities (or lack
thereof) in Trenton to back me up, I still
stand by my “cowards” comment. I look
forward to the day when I can issue a
heartfelt and public apology for calling
our state leaders cowards when it comes
to meaningful property tax reform when
they prove me wrong. But until then, if
the shoe fits…

We’re glad that the Scotch Plains
Township Council will look anew at
the idea of a Special Improvement
District (SID) as the vehicle for revi-
talizing a downtown business district
that has great—but so far, unreal-
ized—potential. A SID, which desig-
nates an area in which additional taxes
are levied specifically to finance busi-
ness-district improvements, was close
to being enacted in 2004, but the
council, in the face of organized and
vocal opposition from downtown
property owners, voted against the
idea. With the face of downtown
Scotch Plains changing, it’s a good
time for a fresh look at a concept that
has worked in about 60 other New
Jersey communities.

It’s no secret that Scotch Plains’
downtown-business district—situated
just down the street from two shop-
ping malls, next door to bustling down-
town Westfield and a short car trip
from Cranford, Summit and any num-
ber of mega-malls—has struggled to
define itself for some time.

In speaking with business and prop-
erty owners over the years, the num-
ber one complaint we’ve heard from
them is the lack of foot traffic in the
downtown area. That’s been the over-
riding goal for a number of years:
finding a reason for people to come to
downtown Scotch Plains. And yet,
while the business district is often not
much more than a smattering of
people out and about, and many of the
businesses are closed by 6 p.m., there
are some reasons for people to come
to town, especially during the sum-
mer months. Parking in downtown is
at a premium on Saturdays, when the
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Scotch Plains Talk

SID for Downtown Area
Should be Revisited

popular Farmers Market is held in the
municipal parking lot on Park Av-
enue. And it’s a similar situation on
Thursday evenings in July and Au-
gust when free concerts attended by
hundreds are held at Alan Augustine
Village Green. But what about the
other 300-plus days of the year?

In the two years since the township
council voted against the SID ordi-
nance, not much has changed in the
downtown. Some businesses have
come and gone in that time, but the
neighborhood looks pretty much the
same as it’s looked for a number of
years. Whether this represents stag-
nation or relative stability is up for
debate. But changes are in the works.
As Councilwoman Paulette Coronato
pointed out last week, a reconsidera-
tion of the SID option may be more
timely given that the municipal build-
ing on Park Avenue is undergoing a
major renovation and an exterior
facelift. In addition, the township is
finally looking to sell the 9,000-
square-foot hedge property it owns
next to the municipal building to a
private entity for development into
retail and commercial space, a move
pushed by many downtown business
owners for years.

Now that the township government
has decided to at least dip its toe in the
water again, it’s time for business and
property owners to take a fresh look—
with open minds—at how the SID
concept might be beneficial to them.
Some of the concerns voiced by op-
ponents three years ago were valid
and deserved to be aired. They rightly
wanted to know what tangible ben-
efits would result from whatever as-

sessments they would pay. They
wanted to know what downtown
Scotch Plains will look like. They
worried about passing on the costs of
new assessments to tenants. And some
expressed satisfaction with the status
quo.

But simple pessimism about its
chances for success is not a valid
reason to oppose creation of a SID.
More than 60 SIDs have been set up
in New Jersey and all of them are still
going strong. What makes one be-
lieve that Scotch Plains’ SID would
be the first one in New Jersey to fail?

A 10-member steering committee
spent several months in 2003-2004
hammering out the details of the SID
ordinance. Compromises were made
and no one on that committee liked
every aspect contained in the pro-
posed ordinance. But, in the end, the
group did an admirable job in formu-
lating a blueprint for the future of
downtown Scotch Plains. We don’t
think it’s necessary to start from
scratch. Instead, the 2004 recommen-
dations—as well as some of the ideas
that were set aside—could be used as
the basis for the new discussions.

If things move forward beyond next
week’s planned council discussions,
we hope that more members of the
business community will get involved
in the conversations than was the case
three years ago, when many simply
raised objections and concerns at the
11th hour instead of involving them-
selves from the start.

We expressed our support for a SID
back then, and we now urge the coun-
cil to move forward in its re-examina-
tion of this concept, which has a great
track record of success in New Jersey.
Look at Westfield, Cranford or Sum-
mit. Downtown Scotch Plains
shouldn’t seek to become a clone of
any of these neighboring towns, but
striving to replicate some of their
successes could greatly help inject
some life into a downtown in need of
revitalization.

Bring SPF-HS Field Turf Initiative
To Vote in April, Not September

Easy Come, Easier Go
Thank you, Gov. Corzine for making

divorce so much easier now. Having to
wait a whole 18 months was completely
outrageous. After all, does anybody re-
ally mean “‘til death us do part” any-
more?

Honestly, what is marriage anyway?
Since we’re in the process of redefining
it, can we add the “until I get bored”
clause, or the “until it gets difficult” clause,
or how ‘bout the “until someone better
comes along” clause?

Reducing that divorce time down to six
months really helps me to more quickly
move on with my life. It’s not as easy as
canceling my car registration yet, but
hopefully some day we’ll get there.

William Page
Scotch Plains

Westfield Once Again Showed Its
Commitment by Supporting Bond

SPF-BOE Should Put
Turf Field to Vote Now

If there was such a thing as a polysyl-
labic dictionary, it is likely that procrasti-
nation and pontification would be on the
same page. An illustrative definition for
each could be a picture of the current
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of Educa-
tion (BOE), who has made the two words
a regular part of their modus operandi
each time they meet.

While Westfield continues to leave its
neighbor in the dust by passing recent
bond referenda to upgrade its fields and
last week to renovate its schools, the SPF-
BOE seems to maintain a basic distrust of
their constituents.

Why else would they behave the way
they did towards the Turfit Committee’s
request to put a necessary $1.8 million
bond referendum on the April ballot? The
committee has respectfully agreed to the
board’s requests to allow them to study
the issue. The committee has made nu-
merous concise presentations and pre-
sented fact sheets about any concerns.

Yet, at the latest meeting, the procras-
tinators could do nothing better than try
and push the decision off to September.
Their concerns with state decisions should
have been allayed with recent events.

The youth of this town is in dire need of
fields that all the neighboring towns have
and deserves better.

The board seems to not trust the people
to do the right thing. If this is not brought
to vote in April, perhaps the citizens should
use their vote to elect others to the board.

All we ask is to let the people decide in
April whether they want to improve their
fields.

What could the board possibly be afraid
of?

David Lazarus
Jerilyn Campbell

Fanwood

The football field and track at Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School have been
in dire need of a facelift for a long while
now. If you have attended any football
events there over the past several years,
you have noticed firsthand the degraded
and somewhat hazardous conditions on
the field. You probably haven’t attended
any track meets there, simply because
there hasn’t been any due to the deplor-
able conditions of the track.

The SPF Field Development Founda-
tion (SPF-FDF), a group of local con-
cerned citizens, was formulated to work
with the board of education (BOE) in
proceeding forward with the much-needed
replacements. An outline was set and deci-
sions to proceed expeditiously over the
past year were met with resounding skep-
ticism at the last BOE meeting when they
decided to push the decision to proceed to
September instead of the anticipated April
date. They also attached several stipula-
tions to the acceptance of the project that
are virtually hopeful at best at this time.

The youth organizations and high school

athletes and students all deserve adequate
facilities to showcase their talents. As
members of the community, we deserve to
have facilities that we can be proud to have
our sons and daughters play on. Yes, these
come with a price, a price that we need to
understand will not come from our state or
county, even though renovations to the
dog park in a local park have been passed
at a cost of over $900,000.

I urge the BOE to proceed in the antici-
pated course of action, that is to vote at the
February 8 board meeting to proceed to a
bond referendum in April 2007 (not Sep-
tember) with the full amount of the project,
not contingent upon municipal and county
stipends to proceed. Let the community
decide whether or not it wants to have this
facility.

The children of Scotch Plains and
Fanwood deserve this support and can’t
wait any longer.

Anthony Giannaci
Co-Chairperson

SPF-FDF

On behalf of the entire Westfield Board
of Education, we’d like to thank residents
for once again supporting our schools by
successfully approving the bond referen-
dum last Tuesday. The bond passed by a
solid margin (56 percent yes, 44 percent
no), with particularly strong voter turnout
(25 percent).

The initiatives funded by this bond
move the school district forward in posi-
tive directions. In September 2008, our
new early-childhood center will open in
the renovated Lincoln School. We’re com-
mitted to developing an outstanding pro-
gram to meet the needs of the district’s
kindergartners and preschoolers. Students
in grades 1 to 5 will benefit from the
classrooms freed up in our elementary
schools, which will become available for
additional sections as well as more art,
music and special education rooms. In-
termediate school students will benefit
from upgraded facilities.

Efforts to evaluate district enrollment
and space concerns began a year ago with
the hard work of the Citizens Advisory
Committee on Enrollment (CACE).

Using the CACE recommendations as
a foundation, the board of education de-
veloped the bond proposal based on pub-
lic responses heard at many open forums
and meetings. A dedicated group of citi-
zens then helped communicate the ratio-
nale and objectives of the bond through
grassroots efforts to reach the community
at large. Teachers and administrators from
across the district also contributed their
time and expertise to explaining the need
for the bond.

Throughout this process, we asked for
and received many comments from the
entire community. We truly valued this
feedback, which helped us make better
decisions — especially in these times of
high property taxes, uncertainty over state
funding and legislation and ever increas-
ing expectations for a high quality educa-
tion system.

So much of the success of our school
system depends on people, from dedi-
cated staff members to volunteers in the
PTC, PTOs and in the classroom. Along
with expressing appreciation to them,
we’d like to especially thank Dr. Foley
and our fellow board members, who spent
countless hours developing the bond pro-
posal and meeting with residents. We

also appreciate the coverage of the bond
development process by the local press.

Westfield once again showed its com-
mitment to our children’s education by
supporting the school bond. Thank you.

Anne Riegel, President
Ginny Leiz, Vice President

Westfield Board of Education

Creative
Writing Contest

See the Bernard
Heeney Creative Writ-

ing Contest details at:
www.goleader.com/tiw/contest

Intern Program Note
See the Leader/Times summer in-

ternship program details at:
www.goleader.com/internship

Officials, Professionals Should Be
Allowed to Speak with the Public

In an editorial published on September 8, 2005, we
wrote about a change of policy at the County of Union
involving access to department directors. This change
required all press inquiries to go through county public
information, which determines whether it is necessary
for department directors and/or freeholders to return
calls — or whether public information employees feel
they can provide the information. In general, this policy
sounds reasonable.

In practice, incredibly, the policy bans county direc-
tors from talking to the press. This is not reasonable, in
our view. These professionals have the knowledge that
the public needs to know. Under the current practice,
public information employees operate to shield offi-
cials, not provide information. What results is filtered
or superficial. To be fair, public information employees
can’t be expected to have in-depth knowledge.

To illustrate how circular this can be, our summer
2005 interns contacted public works directors, and
were redirected to the office of public information,
which sent the interns the very press release that
prompted the inquiry.

Union County is fortunate to have a number of
experienced and talented directors, such as Larry
Caroselli in finance, Chuck Sigmund for parks and
recreation, Frank Guzzo in human services, Joseph
Sharp for Runnells Specialized Hospital and Environ-

mental Health and Emergency Management Director
Ben Langanga. Also, Elizabeth Genievich in adminis-
trative services also serves as deputy county manager.
These professionals are good at discussing policies and
programs with the press and the public.

Union County has many services and policies that
are important to its half-million citizens. Conveying
accurate and complete information to the public is a job
of the press, which also must report on government in
an objective fashion. To do this, access to  department
heads and elected officials is required. Second- and
third-hand information is just not good enough.

We believe all the freeholders should be more in
touch with the public – not just the board chairperson.
In the past, the county held informative press confer-
ences instead of the current “photo-ops.” Residents and
businesses fund the more than $400 million county
budget. They deserve to have access to the profession-
als and elected officials that spend this money.

This year’s Freeholder Chairwoman Bette Jane
Kowalski promises to make county government more
open and to ensure the free flow of information that
matters in the everyday lives of Union County citizens.
Given the stress between the taxpayers and all the
layers of New Jersey government, first-hand informa-
tion transfer is a good start to resolving problems and
improving relationships.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Spruit – A small stream or creek that

is often dry
2. Pilum – A heavy javelin used by the

Roman infantry
3. Meed – Reward or merit
4. Rumal – A handkerchief

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of dic-
tion?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

TITAR
1. Trembling; shaking
2. The gray partridge
3. Enormous; huge
4. A type of ocher or red clay used in

marking sheep
DARQUE

1. Scottish for a day’s work
2. A type of dugout canoe
3. A scar or ulcer underneath the skin of

sheep
4. To be or become dim

PARTAN
1. An exclamation of disgust or

comtempt
2. A large bowl in which fat is burned

by means of a wick
3. Scottish for crab
4. A large basket; a wicker basket for

carrying loads
FRUMENTACEOUS

1. Occurring or growing in small,
woolly or hairy tufts

2. Of or made of cereals
3. Producing smoke or soot
4. Abundant; plentiful

County Tax Blame
Game Continues

When Union County Manager George
Devanney released his executive budget
for 2007, he placed the onus for the 5.7
percent tax hike almost entirely on the
shoulders of the county residents. He is
quoted as saying “the tax increases were
necessary to preserve popular services
that the residents expect.”

It seems as though he was awarding
this year’s top prize in the county’s an-
nual blame game to the hapless taxpay-
ers. I am just a tad confused by the ser-
vices that Mr. Devanney mentions as
contributing to this year’s increase in the
tax levy. He cites Meals on Wheels for
seniors, a prescription drug program, out-
door concerts and the development of
new parks. This is a bit odd.

It is doubtful that Meals on Wheels has
created a major impact on the tax levy and
the program is one that most residents
gladly support as worth every penny. The
mere hint of it being threatened would
have seniors lining up at the polls come
November, not a bad tactic by the incum-
bents. As Sharpe James, the former mayor
of Newark said, “You feed’em – you
lead’em.”

The Prescription Drug program was
presented as having no cost to the taxpay-
ers, as the county was only a conduit for
steering consumers to a company called
Add Health. Since this is at no cost to the
county, it is doubtful that it has increased
the tax levy.

The concerts in the park with VIP tents,
deluxe water closets, catering and alco-
holic beverages have been called an un-
necessary expense. The freeholders ve-
hemently object by saying that sponsors
help defray the costs. How are these events
suddenly impacting the budget?

Regarding the development of new
parks, where did the Open Space Trust
Fund go? Was not this separate tax to be
used for historic preservation, the pur-
chase of land and the development of
recreational facilities? Don’t parks fall
under this category? Didn’t the voters
approve this additional tax on their homes
with this in mind?

Mr. Devanney elaborated that “while
the county looks for efficiencies, the ad-
ministration believes that the residents
also expect services,” which of course is
true. The residents expect the roads to be
in top shape, the parks to be in good
repair, the police to provide law enforce-
ment, the prosecutor to pursue criminals,
the jails to effective.

The taxpayers expect and deserve
county government to look after their
safety, health and welfare. I am sure I am
not alone when I say that VIP commodes
at outdoor concerts are not on the top of
my list of the services I expect.

Patricia Quattrocchi
Garwood

More Letters Page 21
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Newcomers Club Plans
Open House Tuesday
WESTFIELD – The Newcomers

Club of Westfield will hold an open
house event on Tuesday, February 6,
at 8 p.m. at a member’s home. Pro-
spective members will have an op-
portunity to meet current club mem-
bers and learn about the group’s
many activities.

Among the club’s current monthly
offerings are book groups; children’s
playgroups and activities; women’s
social outings; dinners at local res-
taurants and social events for couples.

Founded in 1944, the Newcomers
Club is a social organization for
women over the age of 21 who are
new to Westfield or surrounding com-
munities or established residents who
have experienced a change in lifestyle,
such as the birth or adoption of a
baby, a marriage, a job change or a
move within the town.

If interested in attending this event
or obtaining more information about
the club, please call Kerry Mooney at
(908) 654-0102.

Mr. Miller to Recall Events
Surrounding 1782 Hanging

WESTFIELD – Bob Miller will
discuss “Westfield’s 1782 Hanging
of James Morgan” at the Westfield
Historical Society’s First Wednes-
day Luncheon, which will be held at
noon on February 7 at B.G. Fields
Restaurant, located at 560 Spring-
field Avenue in Westfield.

Mr. Miller, the luncheon’s pro-
gram chairman, will relate the cir-
cumstances that led up to the hang-
ing of Morgan in Westfield. He will
describe how on November 24, 1781,
Morgan, an American sentry on duty
at a ferry dock in Elizabeth Town
Point, fired the shot that killed the
Reverend James Caldwell.

One of America’s Revolutionary
War heroes, Reverend Caldwell was
pastor of the Old First Presbyterian
Church in Elizabeth. He had been

appointed chaplain of the New Jersey
troops soon after the war broke out.
Due to his combative nature,  Rever-
end Caldwell was known throughout
the war as the “fighting parson.”

Under suspicion that the British
had bribed him to perform this deed,
Morgan immediately was arrested
and put in irons. After a short delay,
he was brought to trial in the
Westfield Presbyterian Church on
January 21, 1782. Several of
Westfield’s leading citizens served
on the jury, with Chief Justice John
Cleves Symmes presiding.

Feelings against Morgan ran high
and a guilty verdict was soon reached.
Mr. Miller will tell of Morgan’s final
freezing journey on January 29 to
the hill on East Broad Street where
the gallows awaited him.

Regular attendees of the First
Wednesday Luncheon will be con-
tacted by a telephone committee of
the Westfield Historical Society or
by e-mail. Space permitting, others
also may attend the luncheon. Inter-
ested  individuals are asked to call
(908) 233-2930 by noon on Monday,
February 5.

Miller-Cory House Museum
Seeks Additional Volunteers
WESTFIELD – The Miller-Cory

House Museum in Westfield is seek-
ing new volunteers to help bring its
various programs on Colonial America
to life for the community. Opportuni-
ties exist for many different interests,
either on weekdays or weekends.

Volunteers are needed to give tours
of the historic house to school groups
during the week and to visitors dur-
ing Sunday programs; to cook au-
thentic Colonial recipes over the open
hearth; to demonstrate Colonial crafts
in local schools and to assist in up-
keep of the herb, vegetable, dye and
flower gardens. The amount of time
given is up to the volunteer. Full train-
ing is provided for every activity.

When Samuel Miller built the house
in 1740 for his wife, Sabra, Westfield
had one church, 14 houses, one black-
smith, one tavern and one schoolhouse.
The Millers had 100 acres, their prop-
erty stretching from what is now the
museum at 614 Mountain Avenue to
the beginning of Westfield’s down-
town. The house became a museum in
1972, named for first owner Samuel
Miller and for Joseph Cory, who bought
the house in 1782.

Certified as a historic site and en-
tered on both the State and National
Registers of Historic Places, the mu-
seum provides an opportunity for
children and their families to learn
about their American heritage both
on site and in local schools through
its special “Showcase” program.

These programs are made possible
through the efforts of a dedicated
group of volunteers. The museum is

EARNING THE GOLD…Once again, 13 girls from the Westfield Girl Scout
community achieved their Gold Award, the highest award in Girl Scouting.
Pictured, from left to right, are: Front row, Danielle Tepper, Kimberly O’Donnell-
Pickert, Ayn Carlee Wisler and Annie Peyton, from Troops 192, 498 and 681, and
back row, Lindsey Romano, Ilene Goodman, Emily Kieczykowski, Claire Skudlark
Fox, Jacqueline Snyder, Kristina Cofone, Caitlin Bludgus, Meridith Arlington
and Jamie Steiner, all from Troop 295.

Thirteen Girl Scouts Receive
Gold Award at Ceremony

WESTFIELD – The Westfield Girl
Scout community recently honored
13 young women from Troops 192,
498, 681 and 295 for having earned
their Gold Award – the highest award
in Girl Scouting. During a ceremony
at the First Congregational Church in
Westfield, each young woman was
presented to the audience and ex-
plained her individual Gold Award
project, which required a minimum
60-hour time commitment.

Kimberly O’Donnell-Pickert orga-
nized an Energy Awareness and Solu-
tions Expo where speakers gave infor-
mation on fuel usage, energy efficient
home appliances and the benefits of
solar energy. A Toyota representative
discussed the Prius, a new hybrid car
that was available for a road test.

Ayn Carlee Wisler promoted local
awareness that the 250th Signal Bat-
talion stationed at the Westfield Na-
tional Guard Armory was deployed to
Iraq through activities supporting sol-
diers and their families. Her project
involved hanging yellow ribbons in
the town, preparation of a family room
at the Armory and coordinating a toy
drive to fill it. During Family Readi-
ness meetings, Ayn and other Girl
Scouts watched and played with the
children. Additionally, a holiday party
and spring carnival were planned for
the families and, upon the soldiers’
safe return, Ayn planted a memorial
tree in back of the Armory.

Meridith Arlington and Caitlin
Bludgus cleaned, organized and cata-
logued the tack, clothing and other
donated items in the attic storage area
at the Winslow Therapeutic Riding
Center in Warwick, N.Y.

The two labeled and compartmen-
talized equipment and supplies, sized
all the clothing and designated por-
tions of the attic for future storage.
They then prepared an area for the
sale of clothing, saddles, helmets, T-
shirts and other riding items, with the
proceeds benefiting Winslow.

Kristina Cofone and Jacqueline
Snyder created an after-school
mentoring program at the Stilman
Elementary School in Plainfield.
Westfield and Plainfield High School
student mentors were recruited and
trained following a guideline hand-
book created by the girls. Over a four-
month period of 12 sessions, a cur-
riculum of sports, games, arts and
crafts and homework help was devel-
oped and implemented.

Claire Skudlark Fox designed a
Naturalist-in-Training Summer Camp
program for children age 12 to 14 at

the Trailside Nature and Science Cen-
ter in Mountainside. Activities and
lessons addressed teamwork, respon-
sibility, respect, teambuilding, water
and forest safety and identification of
local wildlife, among other topics.
This initiative will be presented as a
summer program this year.

Ilene Goodman worked with pro-
fessionals at the Westfield “Y,” teach-
ing children age eight to 11 how to
exercise while having fun and to pre-
pare and eat healthy foods.

Emily Kieczykowski worked with
the Hillside Board of Health to pro-
vide free health screenings for women
at the Agape Soup Kitchen in Eliza-
beth. She was able to arrange for a
visit by the Mobile Mammogram bus
to give 18 women free mammograms.

Lindsey Romano and Jamie Steiner
worked with the Child Life program
in the Pediatric Department at Uni-
versity Hospital in Newark. Select-
ing a future career as their main fo-
cus, they used arts and crafts projects
and the creation and design of indi-
vidual sock puppets to create a stress-
free environment for patients age four
to 12 with injuries such as broken
arms and legs and illnesses like sickle
cell anemia and diabetes.

Danielle Tepper held music classes
for autistic children at Jefferson El-
ementary School in Westfield. She
helped them make their own instru-
ments, taught them how to play and
presented a program for the parents at
the end of the session.

Annie Peyton shared her knitting
skills with several troops including
her own. After teaching them to knit
simple squares, she arranged and
sewed the squares into children’s blan-
kets that were distributed to pediatric
units in hospitals throughout New
Jersey through Project Linus.

This is the third year that Westfield
has honored 13 young women. Their
leaders are Merry Wisler, Carol Snyder,
Nan Luscombe and Malissa Cass.

in great need of individuals who would
like to join this group. For more infor-
mation on volunteer opportunities,
please call the museum office week-
day mornings at (908) 232-1776.

Nature Club Schedules
First Meeting of 2007
MOUNTAINSIDE – The Greater

Watchung Nature Club will hold its
first meeting of 2007 on Tuesday,
February 6, at 7:30 p.m. in the Court-
house of the Mountainside Munici-
pal Building, located on Route 22,
East, and New Providence Road.

The courthouse is the second build-
ing and is best reached by entering
right from New Providence Road.

Club member Terry Carruthers, a
native of Ireland and an expert on
seabird identification, will present
the program that evening. He will
show slides taken on a trip to the
British Isles, as well as slides featur-
ing isles off Scotland.

On Saturday, February 10, the club
will sponsor a trip to the Hackensack
Meadowlands, led by Pete Axelrod.
A wetland located just outside of
New York City, it is a tidal area that
attracts an abundance of waterfowl.
Participants will walk the dikes and
visit the Environmental Center.

Those planning to go on the trip
are advised to bring scopes and lunch.
Participants will meet at 8:30 a.m. at
the far end of the Target parking lot
off Central Avenue in Clark to form
carpools and get directions. Guests
are always welcome at club meet-
ings and other events.

PRESIDENT’S DAY CLEARANCE

FEATURES & AMENITIES:
■  Over 200 Group Fitness

Classes offered each week
■ Aquatic Center

Jr. Olympic Pool
Therapy Pool
Spa Pool

■ Personalized Programs
■ Certified Trainers /

Exercise Physiologists
■ Nurses
■ Medical Advisory Board
■ Full Service Day Spa
■ Child Care
■ Beautifully Appointed

Locker Rooms
■ Sauna
■ Steamroom
■ Aqua Therapy
■  Physical/Occupational Therapy
■ Cardiac Rehab Phase III
■ Cooking Classroom
■ Healthy Café

STATE-OF-THE-ART
EQUIPMENT:
■ Treadmills
■ Stair Steppers
■ Upright/Recumbent Bikes
■ Ellipticals
■ Rowers
■ Free Weights
■ Selectorized Equipment
■ Pilates Reformers
■ Cybex
■ Stretch Stations
■ FreeMotion
■ TechnoGym
■ Kinesis
■ Nautilus
■ HammerStrength
■ Keiser
■ LifeFitness
■ Precor
■ NordicTrack
■ BodyMasters,
and much more...

EDUCATIONAL LECTURES
& PROGRAMS / SPECIALTY
PROGRAMS:
■  Healthy Cooking Classes
■ Nutritional Counseling
■ Registered Dietician
■ Adolescent Programs
■ Speakers Bureau
■ AED/CPR Training
■ Physician Lectures
■ Diabetes Education
■ Health Screenings
■ Stress Management
■ Variety of Weight

Management Courses
■ Wellness Health Fairs
■ Youth Programs
■ Parent & Me
■ Swim Instruction
■ Lifesaving Training

Robert Wood Johnson University Hospital Rahway invites you to learn more about the region’s
most spectacular, professional and comprehensive Fitness and Wellness Center. Take advantage
of our construction discounts as we discuss with you how the proper environment, education,
nutrition and professional instruction will help you achieve all your fitness and health goals. With this ad and the purchase of a membership. Hurry! Offer ends

2/8/07. Cannot be combined with any other offer.  First time visitors.
Must be 21 years or older.  Some restrictions apply.

FOR PRE-GRAND OPENING DISCOUNTS!

2120 Lamberts Mill Rd.
Scotch Plains

(908) 232-6100

New Extended Hours!
Now Open Sundays!

Our information and enrollment center is open
Mon.-Fri. 9-9, Sat. 9-5 & Sun. 10-5

An Affiliate of RWJ University Hospital Rahway

Holy Trinity Seniors
Announce Meeting

WESTFIELD – The Holy Trinity
Senior Social Club will meet on Mon-
day, February 12, at 1:30 p.m. in the
Holy Trinity Interparochial School
auditorium, located at 336 First Street
in Westfield.

Westfield Fire Chief Daniel Kelly
will be the guest speaker and will
provide fire prevention information
of special interest to senior citizens.
Refreshments will be served follow-
ing the program.

Club members also will have an
opportunity to sign up at the February
12 meeting for two upcoming trips.

The group’s annual Irish celebra-
tion will be held on Wednesday,
March 7, at the Brownstone in Pater-
son. It will feature musical enter-
tainment, a one-hour open bar and a
full luncheon menu of corn beef with
cabbage, roast chicken, vegetables,
salad, desserts, coffee and tea. The
cost is $52 per person and transpor-
tation is included.

On Thursday, April 19, members
will travel to the Paper Mill Play-
house in Millburn for an afternoon
matinee of Seven Brides For Seven
Brothers. Tickets are $65 each. All
are invited to return for dinner at
B.G. Fields Restaurant in Westfield.

Eagle Candidate Begins
Curb Stenciling Project

WESTFIELD – Eagle Scout can-
didate Matthew Ciarrocca of
Westfield began working on his Eagle
Scout project January 27 as part of
the criteria for receiving the highest
award in Boy Scouting.

Matthew and a group of supervised
volunteers are stenciling house num-
bers on the Belgian block curbing
outside of residential homes in a se-
lect area of Westfield’s Third Ward.

The select area spans Rahway Av-
enue to South Avenue; South Avenue
to Central Avenue; Central Avenue to
Grove Street and Grove Street to
Rahway Avenue. All streets within
that parameter will be stenciled.

Flyers indicating which streets will be
worked on next are being distributed to
the homes the day before work begins.

This project has been sanctioned
by the Westfield Town Council and
endorsed by the town’s police and
fire departments and its rescue squad
as an excellent public safety initia-
tive. Work will be completed in the
select area by Tuesday, March 20.

Caregivers Meeting
Set at Parish Center

WESTFIELD – A support group
for those caring for elderly or chroni-
cally ill loved ones will meet on Mon-
day, February 5, at 8 p.m. in the parish
center of St. Helen’s Roman Catholic
Church on Lamberts Mill Road in
Westfield.

Meetings are held on the first non-
holiday Monday of each month. These
are information and sharing sessions.
For more information, please call
Marilyn Ryan at (908) 233-8757.
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LOVING GESTURE…Seven-year-old Rose Parker donated 11 inches of her hair
to Locks of Love on January 24 at the Guillotine Hair Salon in Westfield. Locks of
Love benefits children who have experienced a total loss of scalp hair, typically
through medical conditions or treatments, by providing them with hairpieces made
entirely from donated human hair. Rose, a second grader at Wilson Elementary
School in Westfield, plans to grow her hair out to donate again in a couple of years.

Billy Graham’s Advice Holds
Power to Change the World
By REVEREND MARK BOYEA

Recently, Atlantic magazine con-
sulted with 10 historians in order to
create a list of the 100 most influen-
tial people in American history. While
we might not all agree with the top
five, my guess is that the names won’t
shock any of us. Heading Atlantic’s
ranking were Abraham Lincoln,
George Washington, Thomas
Jefferson, Franklin Roosevelt and
Alexander Hamilton.

Of the remaining members of this
list, six were religious leaders – Mar-
tin Luther King (eighth), Joseph Smith
(52nd), Brigham Young (74th), Mary
Baker Eddy (86th), Jonathan Edwards
(90th) and Lyman Beecher (91st).

What I found surprising about this
group wasn’t so much who was in-
cluded but who wasn’t. In particular,
I was surprised by the fact that Billy
Graham was nowhere to be found
among the top group of religious
leaders who have influenced this
country’s history.

What seems to make him a curious
omission from Atlantic’s list is that
Graham was both the spiritual advi-
sor to so many presidents and the
preacher perhaps most responsible
for bringing the powers of pulpit and
media together.

I say this while at the same time
admitting that Reverend Graham and
I often occupy some pretty different
spaces theologically. But, at the same
time, I hold tremendous respect and
admiration for his passion and his
unquestionable dedication to God.

In addition, I think we could all do
a lot worse than reflect on and try
practicing the following principles
that Reverend Graham emphasizes in
his latest book, “The Journey”:

Make it your goal to live at peace
with others. The key here, Graham
says, is to focus on our own actions and
attitudes, since even our best efforts
may never change another person.

Treat others as you’d want them to
treat you. Graham sees this as the
foundation of faithful living, and a
practice grounded in humility. We must
strive to live wisely enough to know
that we fall short of what God calls us
to be, just like everyone else, and that
“there but for the grace of God go I.”

Guard your tongue. Use it for good
instead of evil. “How many relation-
ships have been destroyed because of
criticism that has spun out of con-
trol?” Graham asks. Instead, he pro-
poses, we should be asking ourselves
how much of what we say to others is
truly intended to build them up.

Never repay evil with evil. Enough
said.

Avoid revenge. Justice is one thing,
but hurting someone only because
they have hurt us is another matter,
according to Graham. The thirst for
vengeance can never be quenched,
and it makes us a prisoner of the past.

Practice the power of forgiveness.
For Graham, the model here is Jesus.
If Jesus was a friend to even the most
far removed from God’s ways, then
we should be, too.

What, I wonder, would happen if we
all made a special effort to follow just
one of Graham’s exhortations? My
guess is that we would transform not
only ourselves, but the world. We still
might not make Atlantic’s Top 100 list,
but we would surely influence history.

* * * * * * *
Reverend Boyea is senior minister

of the First Congregational Church of
Westfield, located at 125 Elmer Street.

Temple Sholom to Present
Learning Day This Sunday

FANWOOD – Temple Sholom of
Fanwood/Scotch Plains, located at
74 South Martine Avenue in Fanwood,
will hold its annual Congregational
Learning Day this Sunday, February
4, from 9:30 a.m. to noon.

The morning will begin with “En-
ter Mishkan T’filah” (the tent of
prayer). Participants will have the
opportunity to “walk” through the
Siddur (Jewish prayer book) and learn
about the order of the prayer service
through music, art and poetry. Each
participant or family will create a
“personalized Siddur” to be used in a
future service at Temple Sholom.

Next, while students take part in
age-appropriate learning, adults will
have a variety of learning classes from
which to choose on prayer, God and
Jewish belief.

Rabbi Michael Abraham will lead a
discussion on “The History of Reform
Jewish Prayer.” A panel presentation
by non-Jewish congregants who at-
tend services will focus on their com-
fort level and how they join in and/or
observe the prayer service. Rabbi Joel
Abraham will lead a discussion en-
titled “Modern Visions of Prayer.”

In a panel presentation congregants
will share their personal experiences
of prayer and how each person expe-
riences something different during a
prayer service. Student Cantor Darcie
Sharlein will address how individu-
als change melodies and sing differ-
ent prayers and how common melo-
dies can help newcomers feel at home
during a service.

There also will be a panel discus-
sion by congregants who find their
prayer in music and how music can
convey much more than the meaning
of the words that it carries. For further
information on this event, please call
Temple Sholom at (908) 889-4900 or
visit its website at sholomnj.org.

Support Group at Church
To Address Grief and Loss

CRANFORD – A six-week semi-
nar and support group dealing with
grief and loss will be offered on Sun-
days, February 18 through March 25,
in the Mettam Lounge of the First
Presbyterian Church of Cranford, lo-
cated at 11 Springfield Avenue. Ses-
sions will last from 7 to 9 p.m.

The focus of the group is to equip
those who have suffered loss or
change within their lives with tools
they can use each day on their jour-
ney toward wholeness and to facili-
tate self-empowered healing. All
faiths are welcome.

Registered Nurse and certified pas-
toral bereavement counselor Patti
Williams and Dr. Virginia Waters, a
psychologist, will lead the program.
Both have personally experienced loss.

Participants will learn what grief is
and how people grieve; redefining
oneself; how to take care of oneself
and cope with loss; how to make
decisions and face challenges, and
how to handle holidays and special
occasions. The group also will dis-
cuss creation of a meaningful memo-
rial and examining one’s spirituality.

All losses will be homogenously

grouped. The last session will in-
clude a special remembrance service
and an opportunity to walk the laby-
rinth at the church.

This six-week program is offered
twice a year, in the fall and the spring.
Mrs. Williams created the seminar
and support group in response to her
late husband’s concern that those who
have suffered loss learn how to cope
and find meaning in their faith. He
was the Reverend Bruce Williams,
pastor of the First Presbyterian Church
in Cranford. To register for the pro-
gram or for more information, please
call the church office at (908) 276-
8440 or (908) 709-1341.Library Series to Encourage

Creativity In Youngsters
WESTFIELD – The Westfield

Memorial Library will offer a series
of three Friday programs designed to
boost elementary school-age
children’s awareness of their creativ-
ity on February 2, February 23 and
March 9, all at 3:45 p.m. Visual artist,
poet and educator Kerry Leonard
Paone will lead youngsters through
simple drawing games in an effort to
stretch their imaginations.

Ms. Paone received her Bachelor of
Fine Arts degree from Arcadia Col-
lege and has extensive experience
teaching a range of art forms. Her
poetry has appeared in multiple publi-
cations. She is an artist- and writer-in-
residence with the Artsgenesis organi-
zation, a non-profit arts-in-education
organization in New York City.

This program is open to full-ser-
vice Westfield Memorial Library
cardholders only. Advance registra-
tion is required. For more informa-
tion, please call the Youth Services
Department at the library at (908)
789-4090, extension no. 3.

Several additional activities will
take place at the library as well. TGIF:
Classic movie week will feature The
Maltese Falcon tomorrow, Friday,
February 2, at 1:30 p.m.

“Computer: Homework 911” will
be offered on Tuesday, February 6, at
10 a.m. Parents will learn about use-
ful online tools and database resources
available through the library that pro-

vide information for supporting their
children’s homework. It is open to
full-service Westfield Memorial Li-
brary cardholders only and registra-
tion is required.

A performance of “Seven Quilts
for Seven Sisters” will be held on
February 6 at 7 p.m., in which a
singing group depicts quilt making
during the time of slavery.

The TGIF program for Friday, Feb-
ruary 9, will be “Harlem Renaissance”
at 1:30 p.m. It will spotlight the music
and art that defined this era.

The library’s “Toddler Group,” for
children up to age two-and-a-half and
a caregiver, will be held on Thursdays,
February 1, 8, 15 and 22, at 10 a.m.

“Tots’ Storytime,” for those two-
and-a-half to three-and-a-half and a
caregiver, is scheduled for Fridays,
February 2, 9, 16 and 23, at 10 a.m.

“Preschool Storytime,” for ages
three-and-a-half to five, will be fea-
tured on Wednesdays, February 7,
14, 21 and 28. Participants may at-
tend sessions at 10 a.m. or 1:30 p.m.

Registration for each of these
children’s programs is open to full-
service Westfield Memorial Library
cardholders only.

The library is located at 550 East
Broad Street. For more information,
please call (908) 789-4090, visit the
library’s website at wmlnj.org or stop
by the library for a copy of its quar-
terly newsletter.

Richard J. Kaplow, Esq.
“25 Years Experience”

Civil & Criminal Trial Lawyer
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rjk722@aol.com richardjkaplow.com
24 Hours · 53 Elm Street, Westfield, NJ 07090

Former Assistant Union County Prosecutor

CONTACT President
To Speak to AARP

WESTFIELD – Westfield Area
Chapter No. 4137 of the American
Association of Retired Persons will
meet on Monday, February 5, in As-
sembly Hall of The Presbyterian
Church in Westfield, located at 140
Mountain Avenue.

The social period with refresh-
ments will begin at 1 p.m., followed
by a brief business meeting at 1:30
p.m. The guest speaker will be David
Owens, president of CONTACT We
Care. This Westfield-based organi-
zation operates a 24-hour crisis
hotline through which trained vol-
unteers offer free advice and guid-
ance to people dealing with a variety
of problems.

A few reservations remain for the
Thursday, February 15 trip to the
Hunterdon Hills Playhouse for a com-
plete sit-down luncheon and a produc-
tion of the musical comedy I Do! I Do!
There also will be a dessert room
featuring a large selection, including a
special table of non-sugar treats.

The bus will leave at 10 a.m. from
the far end of the Lord & Taylor
parking lot on North Avenue (to-
wards Scotch Plains), where ample
parking is available, and return at
approximately 4 p.m.

The total cost for the luncheon,
show, bus transportation and all gra-
tuities will be $70. Reservations may
be made at Monday’s meeting. Non-
members also may participate in the
trip at the same price.

Parkinson’s Group
To Meet February 12
WESTFIELD – Persons with

Parkinson’s disease and/or their
caregivers are invited to attend the
next meeting of the Westfield
Parkinson’s Disease Support Group
on Monday, February 12, at 1:30 p.m.

The group regularly meets on the
second Monday of each month. The
meeting, which is free of charge, will
be held in the Parish House lounge at
The Presbyterian Church in Westfield,
located at 140 Mountain Avenue.

Guest speaker Janna Sage Peterson,
a registered yoga teacher with Yoga
Alliance, USA, will lead a gentle
yoga class for those attending. Ms.
Peterson teaches Adult Beginners’
Yoga, Kids’ Yoga and Parent/Child
Yoga at several neighborhood
YMCAs and at local fitness centers
and also teaches privately. She may
be contacted at jptwice@msn.com.

Light refreshments will be served.
For more information, please call
Barbara Ringk at (908) 322-9214 or
the church office at (908) 233-0301.

Club Offers Chances
To Hike and Bicycle

COUNTY – Area residents are in-
vited to join the Union County Hik-
ing Club for a variety of regularly
scheduled hiking and bicycling ac-
tivities. Most events take place in
central and northern New Jersey.
Membership dues are $10 per year.
To request a complimentary sched-
ule, please call (908) 527-4900.

The Chelsea at Fanwood is hosting a FREE community workshop:

Please join us as Dr. Karen Ensle, EdD, RD, FADA, CFCS of Rutgers
Cooperative Extension of Union County presents this free informative

workshop. Dr. Ensle will discuss healthy eating habits for older adults with
emphasis on the reduction of fats, salt and sugar. Learn how to stay

healthy through proper diet and daily physical activity. 
Refreshments will be served!

This program is part of The Chelsea’s ongoing commitment to professional and community 
involvement and family education.

SuperSize America
What Older Adults Need to Do

Open to the Public – Please join us for this FREE informative workshop – Everyone is welcome!
w w w . c h e l s e a s e n i o r l i v i n g . c o m

WHEN:   Wednesday, February 7th, 2007
TIME:     2:00 - 3:00p.m.
WHERE:  The Chelsea at Fanwood

295 South Avenue
Fanwood, NJ 07023

RSVP: 908-654-5200

Check out
our Fine

Cigar
Selection!

Now at
Peterson’s

Wines

From Everywhere at Every Price

Clos Julien
Chardonnay $16.99

Estampa Reserva
Carmenere/

Cabernet/Cabernet
Franc Blend

$13.99

Sticks Pinot Noir
$16.99 There is nothing exactly like great Burgundy.  This is

filled with red fruit and black cherry.  Entirely
organically grown – this doesn’t display the faults of
many wines that are organic before they are wine.  It
will age well for at least ten years.  Try it with duck.

Domaine Rion Chambolle-
Musigny  $54.99

Your Favorite Value Wines
Mondavi Coastal Cab/Merlot/Chardonnay
Beringer Founders Cab/Merlot/Chardonnay
Woodbridge Cab/Merlot/Chardonnay
Vendange Cab/Merlot/Chardonnay
Fetzer Cabernet/Chardonnay
Cavit Pinot Grigio
Walnut Crest Cabernet
Cesari Pinot Grigio
Bolla Soave
Beringer White Zinfandel
Franzia Burgundy/Chablis/Chianti
Carlos Rossi Burgundy/Chablis/Paisano/Sangria
Opici Homemade Barbarone

Your Favorite Wines
Blackstone Merlot
J Lohr Chardonnay
Simi Chardonnay
BV Coastal Cabernet/Merlot
Hess Select Chardonnay
Toasted Head Chardonnay

$8.99
$10.99
$12.99
$7.99
$9.99
$10.99

750ml
750ml
750ml
750ml
750ml
750ml

$16.99
$15.99
$10.99
$6.99
$12.99
$11.99
$8.99
$10.99
$10.99
$8.99
$10.99
$9.99
$11.99

1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L

5L
4L
4L

We reserve the right to limit quantities while quantities last.  Not responsible for typographical errors.  All prices do not include state sales tax.

FALL SPECIAL!

Any 2 bottles of wine
with this coupon

Mix & Match is O.K.  Sale items are excluded.
 750ml only.  Expires 02/07/07

10
%

OFF Any 12 bottles
or more of wine

Any 6 bottles
or more of wine

20%

OFF 10
%
OFF

Mix & Match is O.K.  Sale items are excluded.  750ml only.

Your Favorite Rum
Captain Morgan     $24.99   1.75L

Bacardi Silver     $19.99   1.75L
Bacardi Gold     $19.99   1.75L

Malibu     $23.99   1.75L

Your Favorite Gin
Bombay Sapphire     $35.99   1.75L

Tanqueray     $31.99   1.75L
Hendricks     $27.99   750ml
Beefeater     $28.99   1.75L
Gordons     $14.99   1.75L
Seagrams     $16.99   1.75L

Your Favorite Whiskey
Jack Daniels     $36.99   1.75L

Jim Beam     $24.99   1.75L
Seagrams 7     $15.99   1.75L

Your Favorite Scotch
Dewars White Label     $28.99   1.75L

Chivas Regal     $52.99   1.75L
Johnnie Walker Black     $56.99   1.75L
Johnnie Walker Red     $29.99   1.75L

Clan MacGregor     $16.99   1.75L

Your Favorite Vodka
Absolut 80     $32.99   1.75L
Ketel One     $35.99   1.75L

Grey Goose     $26.99   750ml
Smirnoff     $19.99   1.75L

Stolichnaya     $31.99   1.75L
Skyy     $24.99   1.75L

Wolfschmidt     $13.99   1.75L
Gordons     $14.99   1.75L

Your Favorite Cordials
Baileys     $17.99   750ml

Romana Sambuca     $17.99   750ml
Kahlua     $16.99   750ml

Southern Comfort     $14.99   750ml
Amaretto Di Saronno     $18.99   750ml

Don’t Forget!  Pick up your monthly
edition of Wine News at . . .

A rare treat and a rare
value in California

white.  Good balance
accompanied by great
acidity.  Lots of melon

and peach but not
overbearing.  A great

food wine.

A Chilean accented
version of a Bordeaux
style red.  Soft tannins

and a gentle finish
compliment the slight

herbs and spice
qualities that make this
unique.  The dark fruit

suggests red meat.

There are few places in
Australia that Pinot

Noir can come from.
The Yarra Valley is

one.  Great balance of
lovely strawberry and

dark red fruits that
linger long on the
palate with gentle

spice and earthy tones.
You can’t buy Pinot

Noir of any quality at
a cheaper price.

HOURS: Mon. -  Sat. 9am to 9:30pm • Sun. 12pm to 8pm
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DAVID WROE, MUSIC DIRECTOR

Saturday February 10 at 8PM
 The Presbyterian Church 
  in Westfield
Tickets: $60, $30
FOR TICKETS: CALL 908 232 9400
EMAIL wso@westfieldsymphony.org
OR VISIT OUR TICKET OUTLETS:
FASTFRAME: Quimby St. Westfield
MARTIN JEWELERS: Cranford

DEBUSSY Prelude to Afternoon of a Faun
  ZHOU LONG Poems of Tang featuring Shanghai String Quartet  

MOZART Symphony No. 40, G Minor, K.550  

VALENTINE 
ASIAN STYLE

HUNG UP!!

By Milt Faith, Executive Director
Youth and Family Counseling Service

A Daughter’s ‘Freudian Slip’
Reflects Feelings of Rejection

A frustrated sister writes: My
younger sister, “Meg” (disguised
name) is in serious trouble with our
mother. Meg is getting married next
summer, and she, my mother and I are
working on the marriage plans. Meg
and Mother never got along. Our
mother is a very controlling woman
and she has been rejecting of Meg
from birth on, because Meg was the
product of an unwanted pregnancy.
Meg always felt Mother was very
destructive with her.

The other day, the two became
embattled over who was going to sit
where at the wedding reception, and
Mother began to insult Meg and call
her names. Meg became angry, and
instead of saying “Why are you al-
ways trying to run my life?” she said
“why are you always trying to ruin
my life?” Mother ran out of the room
screaming. Any recommendations on
how to make things better?

Answer: Yes. Meg made a Freud-
ian slip, which means that she really
said what she meant and felt. I don’t
understand why Meg would want to
involve your mother, a woman who
seems to have a history of rejecting
her daughter. My recommendation:
Cease and desist including Mother in
the wedding plans and encourage Meg
to distance herself from Mother dur-
ing this important occasion. If you
two are close, join Meg and her fiancé
in the planning – and make sure you
make no Freudian slips!

A Troubled Young Lady Writes: I
have three close girlfriends; we have
known each other from second grade
on. We are now reaching 20 years of
age, and we continue to share every-
thing.

I have a problem with “Sharon”
(disguised name). Although I have
always been aware of something that
troubled me regarding Sharon, I now
am able to define it. She stares at me
a lot and always has a reason to hug

and touch me all over. Some other
friends have told me that they suspect
that Sharon is a lesbian. I have no
problem with that if it was true, but I
am uncomfortable for the reasons I
mentioned. Would you ignore it in
order to maintain the close friend-
ship?

Answer: No, I would not ignore it
because your discomfort does not go
away. If anything, you will want to
see less of her if this continues. I
would talk with her privately and
discreetly, tell her of your discomfort
and that there are many other ways of
showing caring feelings; i.e. verbally
in person, on the phone, etc. Setting
physical boundaries are important and
should permit two close friends to
continue to be two close friends.

A Distraught Mother Writes: Re-
cent holidays convinced me that my
son is an alcoholic. Although he drinks
in moderation (usually wine), he drank
hard liquor at various holiday func-
tions; it frequently ended with his fall-
ing over, then rushing to the bathroom
in order to throw up. He is 29 and
recently broke up with his girlfriend,
but will not tell me why. We are having
a wedding this spring, and I am afraid
he will repeat his drinking pattern.
How far does a parent go in telling her
child he has a problem?

Answer: I have no idea where your
son lives nor what your overall rela-
tionship with him involves. It is obvi-
ous he has a drinking problem and
denies this in order to avoid getting
help. The fact that he broke up with
his girlfriend may be aggravating a
pre-existing emotional problem.

Since he is 29, I recommend you
speak with him about getting proper
substance abuse/mental health coun-
seling. You can tell him that you hope
he can resolve his issues and be in
control (of his drinking) at the forth-
coming wedding. Now, it is up to him
to move forward. Good luck!

Old Guard Learns Details
Of Grid System and ASAI

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Area Old Guard completed its Janu-
ary meetings with a short talk on the
nation’s electrical grid system by
Mike Shepnew. During the January
25 meeting, Mr. Shepnew explained
that the United States has had only
four major failures in the last three
decades. A member of the Old Guard,
Mr. Shepnew spent 40 years in qual-
ity control of the system.

The guest speaker for January 25
was Joseph Qutub of Fanwood. Mr.
Qutub, a native of Palestine, came to
the United States in 1952. He has
funded Arab Student Aid International
(ASAI), an organization that has pro-
vided scholarships for needy students.
Educated in the United States, most
have returned to their homelands to
help other needy students.

Mr. Qutub is available to speak to
civic groups about finding success
in the United States and may be
reached at (908) 889-4221.

The Old Guard’s February programs
will include a video on the life of the
late Ernest Winter, who was Westfield’s
oldest resident; the Reverend Charles
Brackville (retired), former interim

LAND OF OPPORTUNITY…Palestine native Joseph Qutub of Fanwood de-
scribes finding success in the United States during the January 25 meeting of the
Westfield Area Old Guard. The Old Guard meets every Thursday at 9:30 a.m. at
the Westfield Area “Y,” located at 220 Clark Street in Westfield.

pastor of the Presbyterian Church of
Elizabeth, and Ed Barinski of AAA of
New Jersey, who will discuss driving
for senior citizens.

The Old Guard meets every Thurs-
day at 9:30 a.m. for fellowship, fol-
lowed by a short business meeting at
10 a.m. and a guest speaker from
10:30 to 11:30 a.m. Meetings are
held in the Kellogg Room of the
Westfield Area “Y,” located at 220
Clark Street in Westfield. Visitors
are welcome. For further informa-
tion, please call Jack McHugh at
(908) 233-1539 or e-mail
ljmch@comcast.net.

Beth Israel Approved
For Lung Transplants
NEWARK – Newark Beth Israel

Medical Center has received approval
from the Department of Health and
Senior Services to establish the state’s
only lung transplantation service. The
service is expected to begin operation
by the middle of the year.

The letter of approval, signed by
Dr. Fred Jacobs, commissioner of
Health and Senior Services, states
that patients who undergo lung trans-
plantation are managed similarly in
the post-operative period to patients
having had cardiothoracic transplan-
tation; therefore, only licensed heart
transplant programs in New Jersey
were eligible to be New Jersey’s ini-
tial lung transplantation service. The
Heart Transplantation Program at
Newark Beth Israel is ranked seventh
by volume in the United States.

Beth Israel Medical Center is a
673-bed regional referral teaching
hospital with clinical programs in-
cluding robotic surgery, cardiac trans-
plantation, renal and pancreas trans-
plantation, adult and pediatric
cardiothoracic surgery, vascular sur-
gery, hematology/oncology and ma-
ternal/child care.

Church Invites Public
For Labyrinth Walk

CRANFORD – The First Presby-
terian Church of Cranford will spon-
sor a series of open labyrinth walks,
with the next one scheduled for Sun-
day, February 4. All walks will be
held in Bates Hall at the church, lo-
cated at 11 Springfield Avenue.

Participants may walk the labyrinth
anytime between 1 and 4 p.m., but are
asked to begin their walk by 3:30 p.m.
Subsequent walks will take place on
the first Sunday of every month unless
otherwise specified.  For more infor-
mation on the labyrinth program or
future walks, please call the church at
(908) 276-8440.

LIGHTHEARTED...The Recreation Department of the Woman’s Club of Westfield
is shown recently attending the 18th annual Festival of Trees, including the Menorah,
exhibited at the Museum of the American Hungarian Foundation in New Brunswick.

Courtesy of the NJ Senate Democrats
PICTURE PERFECT...Former Governor Richard Codey, left, appears with former
Westfield resident Paul Jennis, who painted the official portrait of Mr. Codey.

Local All-Star Artist
Unveils Codey Portrait

WSO Announces
Valentine- Asian Style

WESTFIELD – On Saturday, Febru-
ary 10, at 8 p.m., at the Westfield Presby-
terian Church, the Westfield Symphony
Orchestra (WSO) will present Valentine
–Asian style– an eclectic mix of dance,
romance, creativity and energy, all from
masters spanning four centuries of mu-
sical tradition.

The mood and pace is set with two
classics from Johann Strauss’ dance
repertoire: “The Blue Danube Waltz”
and, continuing the spirit of WSO’s
East meets West season retrospec-
tive, “A Thousand and One Nights.”

Mystery and sweet murmurings char-
acterize Debussy’s scandalous “Prelude
to Afternoon of a Faun” – an exploration
of the pleasures of the flesh. Its premiere
almost caused riots in the theater at the
turn of the 20th century; yet, to the
modern ear, its warmth creates the per-
fect mood for Valentine’s Day.

An exploration of ancient and mod-
ern, East and West come together in
composer in residence Zhou Long’s

“Poems From Tang” (1995). Taking
eighth century Chinese poetry, Mr.
Long uses 21st century musical colors
to bring alive the Tang Dynasty mys-
tique. This performance features a
special guest appearance by the world
renowned Shanghai String Quartet.

This evening culminates in Mozart’s
“40th Symphony” with its almost uni-
versal language of elegance, beauty and
charm. Written in six weeks, this can
claim to be one of this composer’s finest
works, encompassing the full dramatic
scope of the human condition with its
central themes of hope and love.

Tickets may be purchased directly
from the WSO office (224 East Broad
Street) or by calling the box office at
(908) 232-9400. Tickets are also avail-
able at Fastframe on Quimby Street
in Westfield and Martin Jewelers in
Cranford.

For information, call (908) 232 9400,
e-mail wso@westfieldsymphony.org,
or go to westfieldsymphony.org

By STEVEN REILLY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – According to artist
Paul Jennis, being selected to paint
the official portrait of former Gover-
nor and current Senate President Ri-
chard Codey was just like making the
all-star team of the art world.

“This was a great honor for me,”
Mr. Jennis said. “I hope to do more art
work like this in the future.”

The Raritan Township resident, who
grew up in Westfield with his parents
and brother, had one of his dreams
come true when Mr. Codey selected
him to paint his official portrait.

At the ceremony, Mr. Codey
thanked Mr. Jennis “for the outstand-
ing job he did in making me look even
better on canvas than in real life.”

The total cost of the portrait, in-
cluding frame and photography, was
$24,500, which was paid for by the
gubernatorial transition fund.

Mr. Codey first learned of the artist’s
work from articles in the New Jersey
Monthly magazine, featuring his re-
cent mural work of a rendition of
Pietro Perugino’s “Pazzi Crucifix” in

a renovated basement of a Roman
Catholic Church in Flemington.

“The mural drew a lot on notori-
ety,” Mr. Jennis said. “It was one of
the first examples of my work Mr.
Codey saw.”

Mr. Jennis is the first New Jersey
native artist in the modern era to be
selected for the honor of painting the
official portrait.

Currently living in Raritan Township
with his family, Mr. Jennis grew up in
Westfield and got his start in the art
world at Jefferson Elementary School.

“My first grade teacher told my
parents I showed some talent in art,”
Mr. Jennis recalled. “From then on,
my parents supported and nurtured
my efforts.”

His efforts began to pay off in
middle school when he became in-
volved in the art programs in the
Westfield schools.

Some of his first works included a
campaign poster for former Senator
Bill Bradley and a bumper sticker for
President Jimmy Carter’s campaign.
Many of the young artist’s work hung
in the Westfield High School library.
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Center For Hope Reveals
Winners of Benefit Raffle

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Center
For Hope Hospice and Palliative Care
recently held a raffle to benefit con-
struction of its 30-bed inpatient facil-
ity in Scotch Plains that is due to open
in April. All proceeds will be directed
to the project.

The raffle drawing was held on
January 17 at the Center For Hope’s
Administration and Information Cen-
ter in Scotch Plains. Once again,
Westfield resident Tola Murphy-
Baran, a volunteer with the Center
For Hope, donated two tickets for the
Super Bowl that will take place this
Sunday, February 4, in Miami, Fla.

Jim Palermo and Marc Hayden of
Clark won the first prize trip. Valued
at $3,500, the trip includes round-trip
airfare for two, plus four nights in a
first-class hotel and two tickets to the
Super Bowl.

Matt Ozemko of Colonia received
the second prize, a 32-inch HD tele-
vision. Chris Tocci of Kenilworth won
third prize, a $750 American Express
check; fourth prize, a $500 ShopRite
certificate, went to Kelly McCaffrey
of North Brunswick, and fifth prize,
four tickets each to New Jersey Nets
and Devils games, went to Matt
Forstenhaster of Westfield.

The Center For Hope offered con-
gratulations to the winners and ex-
pressed appreciation to all those who

donated their time, money and ef-
forts. Special recognition was given
to Jim Cerasa of Clark, a member of
the center’s volunteer department
since 1988, who once again sold the
most tickets for the raffle.

TOYING WITH SCIENCE…Recently, the Jefferson Elementary School in
Westfield hosted entertainer Garry Krinsky’s “Toy with Science” performance.
Commissioned and developed with the Museum of Science in Boston, this
performance explores the scientific principles of gravity, leverage, fulcrums and
simple machines. It combines circus skills, mime, original music and audience
involvement. In the finale, Mr. Krinsky balances five ladders at one time on his
chin as he demonstrates how to find the center of gravity.

Area Students Make
National Honor Roll
AREA – The following students

earned placement on the spring 2006
National Honor Roll:

Westfield’s Philip Anton of
Westfield High School (WHS);
Westfield’s Stephen Chan of Union
County Magnet High School;
Westfield’s Maria Kashtanova of
WHS; Westfield’s Holly Nemeth of
Mother Seton Regional High School;
Westfield’s Christina Obiajulu and
Roshan Vijayakumar of WHS; Scotch
Plains’ Julianne Brennan of Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School, and
Fanwood’s Melissa Lomiguen of
Union County Magnet High School.

The National Honor Roll recog-
nizes high achieving high school and
middle school students and takes into
consideration a student’s GPA, inter-
ests, activities and future goals.

Literacy Volunteers
Plans Tutor Training
AREA – Literacy Volunteers-Union

County will hold tutor training work-
shops on Saturdays, March 3, 10 and
24, from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. at the
Plainfield Public Library, located at
800 Park Avenue.

Volunteers will be trained to tutor
adults in reading, writing and English
as a Second Language. To respond,
please contact Dawn at (908) 755-
7998 or dawn@lvaunion.org.

Anyone who could benefit from
confidential, free tutoring can call
(908) 755-7998. Classes are held
weekdays, evenings and Saturdays.

Temple School to Meet
Both Lifestyle, Educ. Needs
WESTFIELD – Parents and stu-

dents will soon see a significant
change in Temple Emanu-El’s reli-
gious school.

Come September, fourth through
sixth grade Hebrew and religious
school classes will meet one day dur-
ing the week and on Sunday.

The temple will hold a series of
conversational meetings with parents
to explain the new system and answer
questions. These information sessions
are open to any and all parents in the
community who are interested in
learning about the Temple Emanu-El
religious school program.

Meeting dates are: Sunday, Febru-
ary 4, from 8:45 to 9:45 a.m. and
noon to 1 p.m., Thursday, February
22, from 7:30 to 8:30 p.m., Sunday,
February 25, from 8:45 to 9:45 a.m.
and noon to 1 p.m.

“It’s the first major revamping of
the lower school curriculum in years,”
Rabbi Doug Sagal said. “It’s more
than a shift from three days to two
days of religious school.

“It’s a retooling of the way we
teach in general and specifically the
way we teach Hebrew,” Rabbi Sagal
added. “It’s a new, dynamic approach
in teaching, with a curriculum that
will make the experience more inter-
esting, more effective, more interac-
tive and more fun for the kids.”

Religious school principal David
Gronlund-Jacob says the goal is to be
aware of the lifestyle needs of the
congregation and to continue the qual-

ity of religious education members
expect. “We’re trying to do two things
– one, be more sensitive to our par-
ents who have a lot of lifestyle com-
mitments with their kids and two,
examine everything we do on an edu-
cational basis,” he added.

As for the registration process, par-
ents will choose both a weekday ses-
sion of Tuesday, Wednesday or Thurs-
day, and a Sunday session. Monday is
being eliminated as an option to avoid
conflicts with Monday national holi-
days. Class sizes are expected to re-
main the same, with no more than 20
students in any class.

In the current system, those living
close to the temple tend to choose the
earlier start time. Those living in com-
munities farther away tend to choose
the later session.

“That’s created a divided commu-
nity based on geography. In the new
system, there will be one start time,
later for everyone, which will pro-
mote a more cohesive area commu-
nity,” Mr. Gronlund-Jacob said.

For those who still want to drop
their child(ren) off early, the religious
school will have a supervised program
giving kids activities or a quiet room
for homework, before class begins.

Temple Emanu-El is located at 756
East Broad Street in Westfield. For
more information, contact Rabbi Jen-
nifer Clayman, director of Lifelong
Learning, or Mr. Gronlund-Jacob,
religious school principal at (908)
232-6770.

GOT TO HAVE HEART…The pro-
gram for the Monday, February 12,
general meeting of Woman’s Club of
Westfield taking place at the Masonic
Lodge in Westfield will showcase Heart
Tales to be presented by Jim Cyr. A
storyteller since 1991, Mr. Cyr has told
Heart Tales at schools, community
groups, treatment centers, libraries,
churches, jails and festivals throughout
New Jersey. A member of the National
Storytelling Guild and the Healing
Storytelling Alliance, he has been pub-
lished in Storytelling World Magazine.

Lynch Band to Perform
At Holy Trinity School
WESTFIELD – Holy Trinity

Interparochial School, located at 336
First Street in Westfield, will host the
Willie Lynch Band on Friday, Febru-
ary 9, at 7 p.m. for “Trinity Rocks
with Willie Lynch.”

Tickets are $35 per person and in-
clude admission, dinner, beer and
soda. Individual tickets or table reser-
vations are available. A 50-50 raffle
and auction will be part of the festivi-
ties for the event, with proceeds go-
ing to Holy Trinity School and the
three sponsoring parishes – Holy Trin-
ity and St. Helen in Westfield and Our
Lady of Lourdes in Mountainside.

For more information and ticket
sales, visit the school’s website at
htisnj.com and click on “Trinity Rocks
with Willie Lynch.”

Alison Bennett Receives
Dean’s List Recognition

WESTFIELD – Alison Bennett of
Westfield, a student in the School of
Communications at Northwestern
University in Evanston, Ill., was named
to the Dean’s List for the fall quarter of
the 2006-2007 academic year.

Students on the Dean’s List at
Northwestern have attained a grade
point average of at least 3.75 out of a
4.0. A senior at Northwestern, Alison
is majoring in communication stud-
ies and specializing in organizational
communication.

Alison, the daughter of John and
Faith Bennett, is a 2003 graduate of
Westfield High School.

WF’s Stotter Earns
Dean’s List Distinction
WESTFIELD – Brian Stotter, a

2005 graduate of Westfield High
School, has been named to the Dean’s
List at Brandeis University in
Waltham, Mass. for the fall 2006 se-
mester.

Students must earn a minimum 3.5-
grade point average (on a 4.0 scale) to
attain Dean’s List status. Brian, who
is pursuing a pre-med course of study,
is co-president of the University’s
Pre-Health Society.

He is certified by Massachusetts as
an EMT, and serves on the university’s
rescue squad, where he also super-
vises the EMT-training classes. Brian
had volunteered as a dispatcher on
the Westfield Rescue Squad since his
junior year at the high school.

He is the son of Charles and Jane
Stotter.

SP’s Justin Rowinsky
Achieves B.C. Honors

SCOTCH PLAINS – Justin
Rowinsky, the son of Heidi and
Kay Gerhard of Scotch Plains, re-
ceived academic honors at Boston
College by making the university’s
Dean’s List for the fall semester
2006 with a GPA of 3.82.

A sophomore, Justin majors in
biology in the university’s school
of Arts and Sciences. He is also a
member of the pep band.

WINTER BUDDIES...After reading Lois Ehlert’s picture book, “Snowballs,”
Tyler Jones of Scotch Plains, a PreK  3 student at The Wardlaw-Hartridge School
in Edison, constructed his own “snowbuddy” by applying glue to a cardboard
snowman form and adding craft materials from home like pasta bowties, pipe
cleaners and yarn. Pictured above, Tyler gets a little help from PreK3 teacher
Margarida Chenalloy while applying gobs of glue. Photographs of the pupils with
their “snowbuddies” will be included in a special photo album for parents and
visitors to enjoy.

College Board Honors
Area Pingry Seniors

SAFARI OF THE MIND…St. Paul’s Day School kindergartners recently took an
imaginary trip to the Savanna. One of the things they learned was that the
Savanna has just two seasons – a dry and wet season. The school invited parents
into the classroom to have the children explain to them about the animals, plants
and people of the Savanna that they learned about on their “safari.”

AREA – The College Board hon-
ored 36 Pingry seniors for their
achievement on the college-level Ad-
vanced Placement (AP) examinations.

Five Pingry students were honored
with the Scholar with Distinction
Award, earning an average grade of at

least 3.5 on all AP exams taken and
grades of 3 or higher on five or more
exams.

Eleven students achieved the Scholar
with Honors designation, earning an
average grade of at least 3.25 on all AP
exams taken, and grades of 3 or higher
on four or more exams. Nineteen stu-
dents were recognized as AP Schol-
ars, completing three or more AP ex-
ams, with grades of 3 or higher.

Scotch Plains resident Melissa
Loewinger earned the distinction
Scholar With Honors. Westfield’s
Maximilian Horlbeck and Elizabeth
Zoidis were each named a Scholar With
Honor. Westfield’s Issac Davis earned
the honor of Scholar With Distinction.

Math Tutoring  
in Your Home 

 

Pingry Senior with 3 yrs. 
college math and lots of 

experience tutoring 
 

Will teach: 
Pre-Algebra, Algebra 

Geometry, Trigonometry 

Pre-Calculus, Calculus 
 

$30./hr 
References available 

Call Isaac Davis: 
908-216-5974 

Saturday Groups Held
For Eating Disorders
AREA – A support group for indi-

viduals recovering from an eating
disorder and a concurrent group for
family members and friends is held
on the first Saturday of each month
from 9:30 to 11 a.m. at the Saint
Barnabas Ambulatory Care Center.
The groups will next meet this Satur-
day, February 3.

The center is located at 200 South
Orange Avenue in Livingston, across
from the Livingston Mall. On-site
registration begins at 9:15 a.m. The
groups are professionally led and
adolescents are welcome. For more
information, please call (973) 783-
2292, extension no. 3, or access
ANAD.org.

COOKIE MONSTERS…Students in the Jump Start pre-kindergarten classes at
Brunner and Evergreen elementary schools in Scotch Plains recently took class
trips to the Shop Rite in Clark. The children were given a tour of the store and a
close-up look at the many different foods that are available. Highlights of the tour
included a look inside the oven of the bakery department and a walk through the
refrigerator in the dairy department. The trip was planned to complement a unit
of study on food and nutrition. Above, Brunner students Chris Shapiro and
Juliana Quartararo bite into cookies in the bakery department of the Shop Rite
during their class trip.

See it all on the Web!
See it all in Color!

www.goleader.com

Sunrise Assisted Living of Westfield             908-317-3030             Assisted Living, Alzheimer’s Care

240 Springfield Avenue, Westfield, NJ 07090
For more information and a FREE online newsletter, visit www.sunriseseniorliving.com

For more information
on how we care for our

residents with Alzheimer’s
disease or other memory
impairments, please call
our community today.

Our Alzheimer’s care begins with
what’s been forgotten

Each senior has a history that makes them a unique
individual. At Sunrise our approach to Alzheimer’s
care begins with understanding the stories and details
of a senior’s life. 

Knowing our residents better means we can help
them attain what we call “pleasant days” by finding
activities they can enjoy and be successful at. We

do this in specially designed surroundings that are
both safe and nurturing, where who they are is
never forgotten.

Visit or call for more information about how we
care for seniors with memory impairment. In
Westfield, we feature our Reminiscence Program
for Alzheimer’s residents.
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PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

DIVISION OF PROCUREMENT, BUREAU OF CONSTRUCTION SERVICES
1035 PARKWAY AVENUE, PO BOX 605

TRENTON, NEW JERSEY 08625

Notice is hereby given that bid proposals will be received via the Internet until 10:00:59
A.M. on 2/22/07, downloaded, and publicaly opened and read, from Bidders classified
under N.J.S.A.27:7-35.1 et seq.; in the MULTIPURPOSE ROOM, New Jersey Depart-
ment of Transportation, 1035 Parkway Avenue, Trenton, New Jersey 08625; for:

Drainage Restoration Contract, Region North 2007; Various Drainage Systems
on Various State Highways, Bergen, Essex, Hudson, Morris, Passaic, Sussex,

Union and Warren Counties, 100% State
DP  NO: 07405

Bidders are required to comply with the requirements of P.L. 1975, C.127 N.J.A.C.
17:27.

Pursuant to P.L. 2005, C. 51, the awarded bidder must provide a completed,
Contractor Certification and Disclosure of Political Contribution Form(s) within
fourteen (14) days from the award date. Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 52:32-44, all bidders must
be registered with the New Jersey Department of Treasury, Division of Revenue,
Business Registration, as of the date of bids. The awarded bidder must provide proof of
valid business registration within fourteen (14) days from the award date. Pursuant to the
“Public Works Contractor Registration Act”, N.J.S.A. 34:11-56.48 et seq. (P.L. 2003, c.
91), all bidders must be registered with the New Jersey Department of Labor, Division of
Wage and Hour Compliance, at the time of bid. The awarded bidder must provide proof
of PWCR with fourteen (14) days from the award date.

The Department, in accordance with Title VI Civil Rights Act of 1964, 78 Stat. 252
U.S.C., 49 C.F.R., Parts 21 and 23 issued pursuant to such Act, and Section 504 of the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973 will afford minority business enterprises full opportunity to
submit bids in response to this invitation and will not discriminate against any bidder on
the grounds of race, color, sex, national origin, or handicap in the contract award.

Plans, specifications, and bidding information for the proposed work are available at
Bid Express website www.bidx.com. You must subscribe to use this service. To
subscribe follow the instructions on the website. Fees apply to downloading documents
and plans and bidding access. The fee schedule is available on the web site. All fees are
directly payable to Bid Express. Plans, specifications, and bidding information may be
inspected (BUT NOT OBTAINED) by contracting organizations at our Design Field
Offices at the following locations:

200 Stierli Court Route 79 and Daniels Way 1 Executive Campus Rt 70
Mt. Arlington, NJ Freehold, NJ Cherry Hill, NJ
973-770-5141 732-308-4025 856-486-6624

3 T - 2/1/07, 2/8/07 and 2/15/07, The Leader Fee: $208.08

PUBLIC NOTICE
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY

CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY

DOCKET NO. F-187-03
FILE NO. 55885-3

CIVIL ACTION ORDER
SETTING TIME, PLACE AND
AMOUNT OF REDEMPTION

GLADIATOR INVESTMENT
PARTNERSHIPS-2, LLC
PLAINTIFF(S) VS. MARY
ELLEN GREEN, ADMINIS-
TRATRIX OF THE ESTATE OF
LOUISE CRISP; MARY ELLEN
GREEN A/K/A MARY ELLEN
DUNCAN, INDIVIDUALLY;
MARVIN CRISP, SINGLE;
DORIS MCKEON, HER HEIRS,
DEVISEES AND PERSONAL
REPRESENTATIVES AND
THEIR OR ANY OF THEIR
SUCCESSORS IN RIGHT,
TITLE AND INTEREST;
NADINE JOHNSON A/K/A
NADINE CRISP; PERCY
CRISP, II, HIS HEIRS, DEVI-
SEES AND PERSONAL REP-
RESENTATIVES AND THEIR
OR ANY OF THEIR SUCCES-
SORS IN RIGHT, TITLE AND
INTEREST; PERCY CRISP,III;
HUBERT CRISP, HIS HEIRS,
DEVISEES AND PERSONAL
REPRESENTATIVES, AND
THEIR OR ANY OF THEIR
SUCCESSORS IN RIGHT,
TITLE AND INTEREST; THO-
MAS W. PRUNTY (SINGLE),
HIS HEIRS, DEVISEES AND
PERSONAL REPRESENTA-
TIVES, AND THEIR OR ANY
OF THEIR SUCCESSORS IN
RIGHT, TITLE AND INTER-
EST; FLOSSIE PRUNTY
(WIDOW), HER HEIRS, DEVI-
SEES AND PERSONAL REP-
RESENTATIVES, AND THEIR
OR ANY OF THEIR SUCCES-
SORS IN RIGHT, TITLE AND
INTEREST; TONI MINER;
CAROLYN WILLIAMS;
VINCENTONY PRUNTY A/K/
A VINCENT PRUNTY A/K/A)
VINCE PRUNTY (WIDOWER),
HIS HEIRS, DEVISEES AND
PERSONAL REPRESENTA-
TIVES, AND THEIR OR ANY
OF THEIR SUCCESSORS IN
RIGHT, TITLE AND INTER-
EST; MILTON PRUNTY, HIS
HEIRS, DEVISEES AND PER-
SONAL REPRESENTATIVES
AND THEIR OR ANY OF
THEIR SUCCESSORS IN
RIGHT, TITLE AND INTER-
EST; MRS. MILTON PRUNTY;
PNELPHIA BLAKELY (ERRO-
NEOUSLY A/K/A PENELOPE
BLAKELY); SHIRLEY
BURNS; CARRIE GRADY;
IRENE COUSINS (ERRONE-
OUSLY A/K/A IRENE
COUSIN) (WIDOW), HER
HEIRS, DEVISEES AND PER-
SONAL REPRESENTATIVES
AND THEIR OR ANY OF
THEIR SUCCESSORS IN
RIGHT, TITLE AND INTER-

EST;  JOHN COUSINS; ELLEN
HOLT, HER HEIRS, DEVI-
SEES AND PERSONAL REP-
RESENTATIVES AND THEIR
OR ANY OF THEIR SUCCES-
SORS IN RIGHT, TITLE AND
INTEREST; KERMIT HOLT;
THOMAS HOLT; ROBERT
HOLT; PAMELA MORGAN A/
K/A PAMELA EUNICE MOR-
GAN, INDIVIDUALLY AND AS
EXECUTRIX OF THE ESTATE
OF MARY (MARYANN)
CARTER, (WIDOW), DE-
CEASED; F. ARLENE
FERRIERA A/K/A FRANCES
ARLENE FERRIER F/K/A
FRANCES ARLENE
FLEMING; RENEE CARTER;
STATE OF NEW JERSEY;
UNION COUNTY EMPLOY-
EES FEDERAL CREDIT
UNION; BOYES & DEAN,
M.D., P.A.; SOMERSET
COUNTY BOARD OF SOCIAL
SERVICES; MARSHELL A.
GRANT;  ARAC, INC. F/K/A
NATIONAL AUTO CREDIT,
INC. F/K/A AGENCY RENT-A-
CAR, INC.; ST. JAMES HOS-
PITAL; RENEE A.
SABOLCHICK; PETRO INC.
T/A MCARTHUR FUEL; UN-
KNOWN OWNERS/UN-
KNOWN CLAIMANTS, THEIR
HEIRS, DEVISEES AND PER-
SONAL REPRESENTATIVES
AND THEIR OR ANY OF
THEIR SUCCESSORS IN
RIGHT, TITLE AND INTER-
EST. DEFENDANT(S)

THIS MATTER being opened to the
court by Goldenberg, Mackler, Sayegh,
Mintz, Pfeffer, Bonchi & Gill, A Profes-
sional Corporation, Attorneys for Plaintiff,
and it appearing that default has been
entered against the defendants, MARY
ELLEN GREEN, Administratrix of the Es-
tate of Louise Crisp;  MARY ELLEN
GREEN a/k/a MARY ELLEN DUNCAN,
Individually; MARVIN CRISP, single;
DORIS McKEON, her heirs, devisees and
personal representatives and their or any
of their successors in right, title and inter-
est; NADINE JOHNSON a/k/a NADINE
CRISP; PERCY CRISP, II, his heirs, devi-
sees and personal representatives and
their or any of their successors in right, title
and interest; PERCY CRISP,III; HUBERT
CRISP, his heirs, devisees and personal
representatives, and their or any of their
successors in right, title and interest; THO-
MAS W. PRUNTY (single), his heirs, devi-
sees and personal representatives, and
their or any of their successors in right, title
and interest; FLOSSIE PRUNTY (widow),
her heirs, devisees and personal repre-
sentatives, and their or any of their suc-
cessors in right, title and interest; TONI
MINER; CAROLYN WILLIAMS;
VINCENTONY PRUNTY a/k/a VINCENT
PRUNTY a/k/a VINCE PRUNTY (wid-
ower), his heirs, devisees and personal
representatives, and their or any of their
successors in right, title and interest;
MILTON PRUNTY, his heirs, devisees
and personal representatives and their or

any of their successors in right, title and
interest; MRS. MILTON PRUNTY;
PNELPHIA BLAKELY (erroneously a/k/a
Penelope Blakely); SHIRLEY BURNS;
CARRIE GRADY; IRENE COUSINS (er-
roneously a/k/a Irene Cousin) (widow),
her heirs, devisees and personal repre-
sentatives and their or any of their succes-
sors in right, title and interest; JOHN COUS-
INS; ELLEN HOLT, her heirs, devisees
and personal representatives and their or
any of their successors in right, title and
interest; KERMIT HOLT; THOMAS HOLT;
ROBERT HOLT; PAMELA MORGAN a/k/
a PAMELA EUNICE MORGAN, Individu-
ally and as Executrix of the Estate of
MARY (MARYANN) CARTER, (widow),
Deceased;  F. ARLENE FERRIERA a/k/a
FRANCES ARLENE FERRIER f/k/a
FRANCES ARLENE FLEMING; RENEE
CARTER; STATE OF NEW JERSEY;
UNION COUNTY EMPLOYEES FED-
ERAL CREDIT UNION; BOYES & DEAN,
M.D., P.A.; SOMERSET COUNTY
BOARD OF SOCIAL SERVICES;
MARSHELL A. GRANT; ARAC, INC. f/k/a
NATIONAL AUTO CREDIT, INC. f/k/a
AGENCY RENT-A-CAR, INC.; ST. JAMES
HOSPITAL; RENEE A. SABOLCHICK;
PETRO INC. t/a McARTHUR FUEL; UN-
KNOWN OWNERS/UNKNOWN CLAIM-
ANTS, their heirs, devisees and personal
representatives and their or any of their
successors in right, title and interest;  and
that plaintiff has produced before this court
tax sale certificate #4776 issued to Phoe-
nix Funding, certified to be a true copy,
which certificate is dated October 12, 2000,
and is of record in the Union County Clerk’s
Office on December 26, 2000, in Book
7976 of Mortgages, pages 107. By assign-
ment dated June 25, 2001, said certificate
was assigned to First Union National Bank
for the benefit of First Union National Bank
as assignee of Phoenix Funding, which
assignment is of record in the Union County
Clerk’s Office on June 28, 2001, in book
1239 of assignments, page 259. By as-
signment dated March 4, 2004, said cer-
tificate was further assigned to Gladiator
Investment Partnerships-2, LLC, the plain-
tiff herein, which assignment is of record in
the Union County Clerk’s Office on April 8,
2004, in book 1331 of assignments, page
197. Said certificate and its assignments,
which affect Block 6201, lot 12 on the tax
map of Scotch Plains, have been marked
Exhibit P-1 on the part of the plaintiff.  More
than two years have elapsed since the
sale of said lands by the Township of
Scotch Plains and the lands have not been
redeemed from the tax sale;  that plaintiff
has produced before this court its certifica-
tion, showing that there is due on said tax
sale certificate, together with subsequent
taxes and interest, the sum of $21,653.68
as of November 15, 2006; and

IT IS on this 23rd day of January, 2007,
ORDERED AND ADJUDGED that the
amount required to redeem the premises
referred to in the aforementioned tax sale
certificate is the sum of $21,653.68, which
includes the amount due on said tax sale
certificate and subsequent taxes and in-
terest as of November 15, 2006, together
with costs duly taxed in the sum of
$2,252.46.  In addition, the tax collector
will add any additional interest, additional

taxes and/or penalties that may become
due and owing as of the date that redemp-
tion occurs.  An exact redemption amount
must be obtained from the municipal tax
collector; and

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that the 9th
day of March, 2007, between the hours of
nine o’clock in the forenoon and four o’clock
in the afternoon, at the office of the Tax
Collector of Township of Scotch Plains,
Municipal Building, 430 Park Avenue,
Scotch Plains, New Jersey 07076, be and
the same is hereby fixed as the time and
place for the redemption of the said lands
as described in the amended complaint
and making up the premises concerning
which the complaint is filed, and that there-
upon the defendant who redeems shall be
entitled to the certificate of tax sale duly
endorsed for cancellation; and

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that in de-
fault of the said defendants paying to the
Tax Collector of the Township of Scotch
Plains and the plaintiff, the said sum, inter-
est and costs aforesaid, the said defen-
dants stand absolutely debarred and fore-
closed of and from all right and equity of
redemption on, in and to said lands and
premises and every part thereof, and the
plaintiff shall have an absolute and inde-
feasible interest of inheritance in fee simple,
to said lands and premises.  Anything to
the contrary notwithstanding, redemption
shall be permitted up until the entry of final
judgment including the whole of the last
date upon which judgment is entered; and

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that if the
addresses of the defendants are not
known, a copy of this Order or Notice
thereof directed to such defendants shall
be published in The Westfield Leader, a
newspaper circulating in Union County, at
least one time, not less than ten (10) days
prior to the date fixed for redemption by
this Order; and

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that a copy
of this Order or a Notice thereof be posted
upon the premises being foreclosed herein
not less than twenty (20) days prior to the
date fixed for redemption by this Order;
and

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that a copy
of this Order or a Notice thereof be served
upon the defendants, whose addresses
are known, by mailing to each of them
such a copy or notice not later than ten (10)
days prior to the date fixed for redemption
of the lands and premises by this Order;
and

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that a copy
of this Order be delivered to the Tax Col-
lector of the Township of Scotch Plains,
and that said Tax Collector of the Town-
ship of Scotch Plains certify to this Court
whether the premises were or were not
redeemed from the plaintiff’s tax sale cer-
tificate in accordance with the terms of this
Order.

NEIL H. SHUSTER, P.J. CH.
Respectfully recommended
R.1:34-6 Office of Foreclosure
GOLDENBERG, MACKLER, SAYEGH,
MINTZ, PFEFFER, BONCHI & GILL
A Professional Corporation
Attorneys At Law
660 New Road, Suite 1-A
Northfield, New Jersey 08225
1 T - 2/1/07, The Leader Fee: $250.92

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICEPUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE
WESTFIELD MEMORIAL LIBRARY

INVITATION TO BID

Sealed proposals will be received by the
Westfield Memorial Library’s Board of
Trustees at the Westfield Memorial Li-
brary, 550 East Broad Street, Westfield,
New Jersey, at 10:00 a.m. prevailing time
on Thursday, February 15, 2007 for the
following:

FURNISHING AND INSTAL-
LATION OF NEW SHELVING,
MOVING, STORING AND RE-
INSTALLATION OF EXISTING
COLLECTION AND SHELV-
ING AT THE WESTFIELD
MEMORIAL LIBRARY

The work under this Proposal shall be
completed within 90 (ninety) calendar days
from the signing of the Contract and in-
cludes furnishing all labor, materials and
equipment necessary to complete the work
in accordance with the Contract Docu-
ments. The Contract Documents for the
proposed work may be procured on or
after Friday, February 2, 2007, at the office
of the Library Director, Westfield Memorial
Library, 550 East Broad Street, Westfield,
New Jersey, 07090, during regular work-
ing hours.

Proposals shall be in writing on the forms
furnished and must be delivered at the
place and before the hour above men-
tioned, and must be accompanied by a
certified check or Bid bond payable to the
Westfield Memorial Library in the amount
equal to at least ten percent (10%) of the
base amount of the bid, but not less than
$500.00 nor more than $20,000.00. Each
bid must also be accompanied by a Surety
Company Certificate stating that said
Surety Company will provide the bidder
with the required Performance Bond in the
full amount of the Contract, by a Non-
Collusion Affidavit, Contractor’s Qualifica-
tion Statement, Statement of Ownership
on the forms included in and explained in
the contract documents and a New Jersey
Business Registration Certificate.

Bidders must be in compliance with all
provisions of Chapter 127 P.L. 1975
supplement to the law against discrimina-
tion (Affirmative Action), with the New Jer-
sey Local Public Contracts Law, and must
pay workmen the prevailing wage rates
promulgated by the New Jersey State
Department of Labor and Industry for this
project, copies of which are on file in the
Office of the Town Engineer. The Board of
Trustees of the Westfield Memorial Li-
brary reserve the right to reject as irregular
any bid submitted other than in strict ac-
cordance with the Instructions to Bidders
and all applicable laws and reserve the
right to waive any defects, irregularities or
the failure to comply with any formalities or
technicalities of the Instructions to Bidders
and further reserve the right to reject any
or all Bids if, in the interest of the Library,
it is deemed advisable to do so.

A Pre-Bid meeting is scheduled for
Wednesday, February 7 at 10:00 AM at
the Westfield Memorial Library, 550 East
Broad Street, Westfield, New Jersey. At-
tendance at this meeting is not mandatory,
but is strongly recommended. Failure to
attend does not relieve the bidder of any
obligations or requirements.

Philip Israel
Library Director

1 T - 2/1/07, The Leader Fee: $66.81

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY

BOARD OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE a Public Hear-
ing will be held by the Union County Board
of Chosen Freeholders on February 15,
1007, at 7:00 p.m. at the Union County
Administration Building, Freeholders Meet-
ing Room, Administration Building, 6th
Floor, Elizabethtown Plaza, Elizabeth, New
Jersey or at such other time as may be
scheduled by said Board of Chosen Free-
holders, for the purpose of hearing per-
sons interested in, or who are affected by,
the adoption of an Amendment to the Solid
Waste Management Plan of the Union
County Solid Waste Management District.
The name and address of the Union County
District Solid Waste Coordinator is Sunil
K. Garg, Ph.D., Esq., c/o Union County
Utilities Authority, 1499 Routes 1&9 North,
Rahway, New Jersey. The Plan Amend-
ment that is the subject of the Hearing has
been prepared in accordance with the
Solid Waste Management Act (N.J.S.A.
13:1E-1 et seq.) For the purpose of provid-
ing that:

THE PURPOSE OF THIS
PLAN AMENDMENT IS TO
MODIFY THE UNION COUNTY
DISTRICT SOLID WASTE
MANAGEMENT PLAN TO 1.)
INCLUDE THE DELAWARE
AND HUDSON RAILWAY
COMPANY, INC. D/B/A CA-
NADIAN PACIFIC RAILWAY
TRANSFER STATION AT 91A
BAY AVENUE, NEWARK,
NEW JERSEY, AS THE
COUNTY’S DESIGNATED
FACILITY TO WHICH SOLID
WASTE TYPES 13, 13C, 23
AND 27 ARE DIRECTED AND
2.) INCLUDE THE CONTRACT
BY AND BETWEEN THE
UNION COUNTY UTILITIES
AUTHORITY AND THE DELA-
WARE AND HUDSON RAIL-
WAY COMPANY, INC., D/B/A
CANADIAN PACIFIC RAIL-
WAY FOR SOLID WASTE
TYPES 13, 13C, 23 AND 27
DISPOSAL SERVICES, AND
3.) TO DIRECT ALL SOLID
WASTE TYPES 13, 13C, 23
AND 27 TO THE DELAWARE
AND HUDSON RAILWAY
COMPANY, INC. D/B/A CA-
NADIAN PACIFIC RAILWAY
TRANSFER STATION IN
NEWARK, NEW JERSEY
PURSUANT TO REGULA-
TORY WASTE FLOW CON-
TROL.

You may appear in person, or by agent,
or by attorney, and present comments
relative to the Plan Amendment. A copy of
the Plan Amendment is available for pub-
lic inspection at the office of each Munici-
pal Clerk in the County of Union, at the
office of the Clerk of the Board of Chosen
Freeholders of Union County, at the ad-
dress stated above, during regular busi-
ness hours and at the Offices of the Union
County Utilities Authority, 1499 Routes 1
& 9 North, Rahway, New Jersey during
regular business hours.

Nicole DiRado, Clerk of
the Board of Chosen Freeholders.

2 T - 1/25/07
& 2/1/07, The Leader Fee: $130.56

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

Public Notice is hereby given that an ordinance of which the following is a copy was
introduced, read and passed on first reading by the Council of the Town of Westfield at
a meeting held January 30, 2007, and that the said Council will further consider the same
for final passage on the 13th day of February, 2007 at 8:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter
as said matter can be reached, in the Council Chambers, Municipal Building, 425 East
Broad Street, Westfield, New Jersey, at which time and place any person who may be
interested therein will be given an opportunity to be heard concerning said ordinance.

Claire J. Gray
Town Clerk

GENERAL ORDINANCE NO. 1893
AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND GENERAL ORDINANCE NO. 1808 EN-
TITLED “AN ORDINANCE FIXING THE SALARIES OF CERTAIN EM-
PLOYEES OF THE POLICE AND FIRE DEPARTMENTS IN THE TOWN OF
WESTFIELD AND VARIOUS AMENDMENTS THERETO.”

BE IT ORDAINED by the Town Council of Westfield in the County of Union as follows:
SECTION I.
That General Ordinance No. 1808, as titled above, be and is hereby amended to read

as follows:

A. POLICE DEPARTMENT

I.  ANNUAL SALARIES
(1)     (1) All salaries shall be retroactive to their effective dates and the annual salaries

of the Westfield Police Department shall be as follows:

Effective Effective Effective Effective Effective
Jan. 1, 2006 Jan. 1, 2007 Jan. 1, 2008 July 1, 2008 Jan. 1, 2009

Captain $ 98,143 $103,499 $105,827 $108,209 $117,851
Lieutenant-Detective $ 93,967 $98,376 $100,589 $102,852 $112,016
Lieutenant $ 90,818 $95,881 $98,038 $100,244 $109,175
Sergeant-Detective $ 87,188 $91,326 $93,380 $95,481 $103,987
Sergeant $ 83,482 $89,031 $91,034 $93,083 $101,374
Detective 1st Grade $ 83,482 $87,471 $89,439 $91,452 $99,597
Detective 2nd Grade $ 77,819 $81,582 $83,417 $85,294 $92,888
Police Officer (Maximum) $ 75,062 $78,714 $80,486 $82,296 $89,624
Police Officer (Grade 6) $ 69,050 $72,462 $74,092 $75,759 $82,502
Police Officer (Grade 5) $ 63,241 $66,421 $67,915 $69,443 $75,621
Police Officer (Grade 4) $ 57,418 $60,365 $61,723 $63,112 $68,723
Police Officer (Grade 3) $ 51,351 $53,535 $54,338 $55,153 $59,627
Police Officer (Grade 2) $ 44,056 $46,021 $46,712 $47,412 $51,256
Police Officer (Grade 1) $ 34,275 $35,947 $36,486 $37,033 $40,031

(2) All unit salary rates effective January 1, 2007 have been adjusted by the addition
of the current clothing allowance of $625.00.  Thereafter Article 26, Section 1 of the PBA
collective bargaining agreement shall be effectively deleted.

(3) All unit salary rates effective January 1, 2009 have been adjusted by the addition
of the calculation of the applicable Holiday Pay to base salary. Thereafter Article 10,
Sections 1 and 2 of the PBA collective bargaining agreement shall be effectively deleted.

SECTION II.
Any or all ordinances or parts thereof in conflict, or inconsistent, with any part of the

terms of this ordinance are hereby repealed to the extent that they are in such conflict or
inconsistent.

SECTION III.
In the event that any section, part or provision of this ordinance shall be held to be

unconstitutional or invalid by any court, such holdings shall not affect the validity of this
ordinance as a whole, or any part thereof, other than the part so held unconstitutional or
invalid.

SECTION IV.
This ordinance shall take effect after passage and publication as soon as, and in the

manner provided by law.
1 T - 2/1/07, The Leader Fee: $100.98

PUBLIC NOTICE
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY

CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY

DOCKET NO. F-23518-06
FILE NO. 13769-0033

NOTICE TO ABSENT DEFENDANTS

STATE OF NEW JERSEY TO:
SOCORRO SOTO and MR. SOTO,
HUSBAND OF SOCORRO SOTO

You are hereby summoned and required
to serve upon Parker McCay P.A., plaintiff’s
attorneys, whose address is Three
Greentree Centre, 7001 Lincoln Drive
West, Marlton, New Jersey 08053, an
answer to the Complaint and any Amend-
ments thereof filed in a civil action, in
which Bayview Loan Servicing, LLC is
plaintiff and the defendants are Socorro
Soto, et al, pending in the Superior Court
of New Jersey as Docket No. F-23518-06
within 35 days after Thursday, February 1,
2007, exclusive of such date. If you fail to
do so, judgment by default may be ren-
dered against you for the relief demanded
in the Complaint. You shall file an answer
and proof of service in duplicate with the
Clerk of the Superior Court, Hughes Jus-
tice Complex, C.N. 971, Trenton, New
Jersey 08625, in accordance with the rules
of civil practice and procedure.

If you are unable to obtain an attorney,
you may communicate with the New Jer-
sey State Bar Association by calling (732)
249-5000. You may also contact the Law-
yer Referral Service of the county in which
you reside by calling (908) 353-4715. If
you cannot afford an attorney, you may
communicate with the Legal Services of-
fice of the county in which you reside by
calling (908) 354-4340.

The action has been instituted for the
purpose of foreclosing a mortgage dated
February 18, 2005, made by Socorro Soto
as mortgagor and payable to First West
Mortgage Bankers, Ltd., a New York Cor-
poration, as mortgagee, recorded on Feb-
ruary 25, 2005, in the office of the Clerk of
Union County in Mortgage Book 11055
page 0460. By Assignment of Mortgage,
First West Mortgage Bankers, Ltd., a New
York Corporation assigned all of its right,
title and interest in and to the aforesaid
Mortgage to Bayview Loan Servicing, LLC.
Said Assignment was duly recorded in the
Office of the Clerk of Union County on April
18, 2005 in Book AB 1340, Page 0283,
Instrument #114580. The property being
foreclosed is commonly known as 120
Depot Park a/k/a 116-124 Depot Park,
Plainfield, New Jersey.

YOU SOCORRO SOTO  have been
made a defendant for any interest you
may have in the subject premises be-
cause you executed plaintiff’s note and
mortgage and are the record owner, and
for any lien, claim, or interest you may
have in, to, or against said mortgaged
premises.

YOU MR. SOTO, HUSBAND OF
SOCORRO SOTO have been made a
defendant for any marital interest you may
have in the subject premises because you
are married to Socorro Soto, and for any
lien, claim, or interest you may have in, to,
or against said mortgaged premises.
Dated:  February 1, 2007

THEODORE J. FETTER, Clerk
of the Superior Court of New Jersey:

PARKER McCAY P.A.
Three Greentree Centre
7001 Lincoln Drive West, P.O. Box 974
Marlton, New Jersey 08053-0974
1 T - 2/1/07, The Leader Fee: $68.85

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
SCOTCH PLAINS-FANWOOD BOARD OF EDUCATION

NOTICE OF MEETINGS
(In Compliance with OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT - Chapter 231)

*REVISION TO REGULARLY SCHEDULED MEETINGS*

TYPE OF MEETING: Open Agenda Meeting

DATE OF MEETING: February 15, 2007

LOCATION: Administration Building
Evergreen Avenue & Cedar Street
Scotch Plains, New Jersey 07076

TIME: 7:30 p.m.

PURPOSE OF MEETING: Open Agenda Meeting originally sched-
uled on February 8 is moved to February
15, 2007.

ACTION TO BE TAKEN: Action will be taken.
1 T - 2/1/07, The Times Fee: $32.64
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PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

Public Notice is hereby given that the
ordinance as follows was passed and
adopted by the Town Council of the Town
of Westfield at a meeting thereof held on
January 30, 2007.

Claire J. Gray
Town Clerk

GENERAL ORDINANCE NO. 1892
 AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND
THE CODE OF THE TOWN OF
WESTFIELD, CHAPTER 16,
“PARKS AND RECREATION”
BY CHANGING CERTAIN
FEES FOR MEMBERSHIP IN
THE MEMORIAL POOL AND
BY ESTABLISHING CERTAIN
NEW MEMBERSHIP CAT-
EGORIES.

1 T - 2/1/07, The Leader Fee: $18.36

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, pursuant to bid and Reso-
lution, the Township Council of the Town-
ship of Scotch Plains previously entered
into a contract with Paley Construction
Company for improvements and repairs to
the Township Hall including, but not lim-
ited to, roofing, HVAC and second floor
expansion in accordance with Local Pub-
lic Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:ll-24(a);
and

WHEREAS, Paley Construction Com-
pany submitted additional plans and an
estimate for the rebuilding of the front
entrance stairs, concrete platform and to
remove and replace the section of the
front sidewalks from the Township Hall
building entrance to Park Avenue and the
proposal for said services totals
$28,048.00; and

WHEREAS, the proposal for additional
work, although not authorized in the origi-
nal contract between the Township of
Scotch Plains and Paley Construction
Company, has been reviewed by WFD,
the entity hired by the Township to over-
see such construction, Potter Architects,
the architect previously retained by the
Township for this project and the Town-
ship Engineering Department and it hav-
ing been found that such proposal is fair
and reasonable, as well as appropriate;
and

WHEREAS, the additional expense of
$28,048.00 under this proposed change
order, together with the previously autho-
rized contractual amount with Paley Con-
struction for improvement and repairs to
Township Hall, would still be well under
Bond Ordinance previously adopted to
fund these improvements and repairs to
Township Hall; and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RE-
SOLVED by the Township Council of the
Township of Scotch Plains that the pro-
posed change order for the rebuilding of
the front entrance stairs, concrete plat-
form an removal and replacement of the
section of the front sidewalks from the
Township Hall building entrance to Park
Avenue is hereby approved and Paley
Construction Company is hereby autho-
rized to proceed with said change order;
and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the
Chief Financial Officer, Lori Majeski, is
hereby authorized to release funds to Paley
Construction Company for services ren-
dered in accordance with this authorized
change order and it is further ordered that
invoices shall be submitted monthly by
Paley Construction Company in accor-
dance with the original contract and this
change order.
Date: January 30, 2007

TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
Barbara Riepe

Township Clerk
1 T - 2/1/07, The Times Fee: $58.14

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF AWARD OF CONTRACT
FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES BY
THE TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

CONTRACTOR: Mary Moody, AICP,
191 Stony Brook Road, Branchburg, New
Jersey 08876

NATURE OF SERVICE: Professional
planning services for Master Plan re-ex-
amination work.

AMOUNT: Until completion of the above.
DURATION: Not to exceed $22,000.

and to be applied towards fees and costs
for those services which are subject to the
approval of the Municipal Manager and
Engineering Department.

THE RESOLUTION AND CONTRACT
FOR SAME ARE ON FILE IN THE OF-
FICE OF THE TOWNSHIP CLERK.

Barbara Riepe
Township Clerk

1 T - 2/1/07, The Times Fee: $18.87

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

NOTICE is hereby given that at a meet-
ing of the Township Council of the Town-
ship of  Scotch Plains, held in the Council
Chambers in the Municipal Building of
said Township on Tuesday, January 30,
2007 there was introduced, read for the
first time, and passed on such first read-
ing, the following ordinance:

AN ORDINANCE SUPPLE-
MENTING AND AMENDING
CHAPTER VII TRAFFIC OF
THE REVISED GENERAL
ORDINANCES OF THE
TOWNSHP OF SCOTCH
PLAINS, 1978 WITH REGARD
TO PERMIT PARKING FOR
RESIDENTS

Purpose: Authorizing the issuance of
permit parking for residents in the vicinity
of the Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
and to restrict parking between 9:00 a.m.
and 2:00 p.m. School days on the follow-
ing streets:

Church Street (both sides) between
Portland Avenue and Birch Street

Portland Avenue (north side) between
Westfield Road and Birch Street

Watchung View Place (both sides)
between Portland Avenue and where it
ends on St. Bartholomew’s Church prop-
erty

West Court (both sides) entire length
Sunrise Court (both sides) entire length
Cedar Street (both sides) between Ev-

ergreen Avenue to a point 150 feet north
thereof

Old Farm Road (both sides) entire length
Concord Road (both sides) entire length

 A public hearing for same will be held on
Tuesday, February 27, 2007 at 8:00 p.m.
in the Council Chambers of the Municipal
Building, or any time and place to which a
meeting for the further consideration of
such ordinance shall from time to time be
adjourned, and all persons interested will
be given an opportunity to be heard con-
cerning such ordinance.

A copy of same may be obtained from
the office of the Township Clerk, 430 Park
Avenue, Scotch Plains, New Jersey, be-
tween the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m.
Monday through Friday by any member of
the general public who wants a copy of
same without cost.

BARBARA RIEPE
Township Clerk

1 T - 2/1/07, The Times Fee: $49.98

Reading is Good For You

goleader.com/subscribe

PUBLIC NOTICE
WESTFIELD MEMORIAL LIBRARY

INVITATION TO BID

Sealed proposals will be received by the
Westfield Memorial Library’s Board of
Trustees at the Westfield Memorial Li-
brary, 550 East Broad Street, Westfield,
New Jersey, at 10:00 a.m. prevailing time
on Thursday, February 28, 2007 for the
following:

INTERIOR ALTERATIONS AT
THE WESTFIELD MEMORIAL
LIBRARY

The work under this Proposal shall be
completed within 90 (ninety) calendar days
from the signing of the Contract and in-
cludes furnishing all labor, materials and
equipment necessary to complete the work
in accordance with the Contract Docu-
ments. The Contract Documents for the
proposed work may be procured on or
after Friday, February 2, 2007, Vincentsen
Associates LLC, 238 St. Paul Street, Sec-
ond Floor, Westfield, New Jersey, 07090,
upon payment of $50.00 per set, during
regular working hours.

Proposals shall be in writing on the forms
furnished and must be delivered at the
place and before the hour above men-
tioned, and must be accompanied by a
certified check or Bid bond payable to the
Westfield Memorial Library in the amount
equal to at least ten percent (10%) of the
base amount of the bid, but not less than
$500.00 nor more than $20,000.00. Each
bid must also be accompanied by a Surety
Company Certificate stating that said
Surety Company will provide the bidder
with the required Performance Bond in the
full amount of the Contract, by a Non-
Collusion Affidavit, Contractor’s Qualifica-
tion Statement, Statement of Ownership
on the forms included in and explained in
the contract documents and a New Jersey
Business Registration Certificate.

Bidders must be in compliance with all
provisions of Chapter 127 P.L. 1975
supplement to the law against discrimina-
tion (Affirmative Action), with the New Jer-
sey Local Public Contracts Law, and must
pay workmen the prevailing wage rates
promulgated by the New Jersey State
Department of Labor and Industry for this
project, copies of which are on file in the
Office of the Town Engineer. The Board of
Trustees of the Westfield Memorial Li-
brary reserve the right to reject as irregular
any bid submitted other than in strict ac-
cordance with the Instructions to Bidders
and all applicable laws and reserve the
right to waive any defects, irregularities or
the failure to comply with any formalities or
technicalities of the Instructions to Bidders
and further reserve the right to reject any
or all Bids if, in the interest of the Library,
it is deemed advisable to do so.

A Pre-Bid meeting is scheduled for Feb-
ruary 7 at 1:30 PM. Attendance at this
meeting is not mandatory, but is strongly
recommended.  Failure to attend does not
relieve the bidder of any obligations or
requirements.

Philip Israel
Library Director

1 T - 2/1/07, The Leader Fee: $62.22

See it all on the Web! www.goleader.com
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Dooley Funeral Service, Inc.
Caring & Courteous Service to the

Cranford / Westfield Area Since 1913

Westfield
556 Westfield Avenue
233-0255
John L. Dooley
Manager
NJ License # 4100

Cranford
218 North Avenue

276-0255
Charles V. Dooley

Manager
NJ License # 3703

       ow Offering the New

Willow View Mausoleum,

 A Unique Concept in

Memorial Properties.

   eauty, Dignity & Peace

Overlooking Bunnell Pond.

Fairview Cemetery
1100 East Broad Street • Westfield, NJ 908-232-0781

Nonprofit • Nonsectarian

Family Lots, Single Graves, Niches & Community Mausoleums

Faithfully Serving the Public Since 1868, on 105 Picturesque Acres.

N

B

Hillside Cemetery 
Regarded as one of the most beautiful cemeteries in the East  

  Scotch Plains 
908.756.1729 

www.hillsidecemetery.com     
It is far easier for your family if you plan ahead     

– Obituaries –
June E. Mazza, 81, Champion Bowler;
Was Head Nurse at Overlook Hospital

William Kraft, Jr., 92, Celanese Retiree;
Army Veteran and Hospital Volunteer

Hannah Reiley, 85, Bakery Salesperson;
Was Active at St. Bartholomew Church

Margaret Groskinsky, 81, Historian
For First United Methodist Church Mildred E. Ritter, 82

Mildred E. Ritter, 82, of Fanwood
died on Sunday, January 28, at
Morristown Memorial Hospital in
Morristown.

Born and raised in Newark, she had
lived in West Orange before moving
to Fanwood in 1956.

Mrs. Ritter had been employed as a
receptionist for Dr. Frank Besson in
Fanwood and later Scotch Plains for 28
years before retiring eight years ago.

A grandson, James I. Ritter, prede-
ceased her in 2001.

Surviving are her husband, Stephen
P. Ritter; 10 children, Stephen Ritter,
Jr., Thomas Ritter, Alan Ritter, Dou-
glas Ritter, David Ritter, Gregory
Ritter, Edward Ritter, Mildred Sitnik,
Diane Hamer and Joan Ritter; a sis-
ter, Marion Dosch; 25 grandchildren
and nine great-grandchildren.

The funeral will be held at 8:45
a.m. today, Thursday, February 1,
from the Memorial Funeral Home,
155 South Avenue in Fanwood. A
Funeral Mass will follow at 9:30 a.m.
at St. Bartholomew the Apostle Ro-
man Catholic Church in Scotch Plains.
Interment will take place at Fairview
Cemetery in Westfield.

In lieu of flowers, memorial dona-
tions may be made to the Eden Insti-
tute Foundation, 1 Eden Way,
Princeton, N.J. 08540.

February 1, 2007

Beverlie J. Oakley, 72
Beverlie J. Oakley, 72, of Scotch

Plains died on Saturday, January 27,
at her home.

Born in Calais, Me., she had lived
in Plainfield before moving to Scotch
Plains in 1978.

Mrs. Oakley had been employed as
a sales associate at Sears in Watchung
before retiring in 2004.

Her husband, Frank John Oakley,
predeceased her in 1995.

Surviving are a son, Leonard
Leighton; two daughters, Violet
Leighton and Michelle Oakley-Mari,
and two grandchildren.

The funeral was held yesterday,
Wednesday, January 31, from the
Memorial Funeral Home, 155 South
Avenue in Fanwood. A Funeral Mass
followed at St. Bartholomew the
Apostle Roman Catholic Church in
Scotch Plains. Interment took place at
Saint Gertrude Cemetery in Colonia.

Memorial donations may be made
to Haven Hospice or the American
Cancer Society.

February 1, 2007

June E. Fontenelli Mazza, 81, of
Westfield died on Thursday, January
25, at Westfield Center-Genesis
ElderCare in Westfield.

Born and raised in Garwood, she
lived in Westfield since 1947.

Mrs. Mazza had been a head nurse
at Overlook Hospital in Summit for
more than 15 years, retiring in 1987.

She received her nursing degree
from St. Elizabeth’s Hospital Nurs-
ing School in Elizabeth.

She belonged to many bowling
leagues and participated in and won
many tournaments all over the

country.
As a child, Mrs. Mazza attended

the James Cagney School of Dance.
Surviving are her husband of 59

years, Sebastian “Ben” Mazza, and a
son, Richard Mazza.

A Mass of Christian Burial was
offered on Saturday, January 27, at
St. Helen’s Roman Catholic Church
in Westfield. Burial took place at
Fairview Cemetery in Westfield.

Arrangements were by the Dooley
Colonial Home, 556 Westfield Av-
enue in Westfield.

February 1, 2007

Hannah M. Reiley (nee Sargent),
85, of Scotch Plains died on Monday,
January 29, at her residence with her
family by her side.

Born in Manhattan, N.Y., she had
lived in Dunellen before settling in
Scotch Plains in 1947.

Hannah had worked for Glasstetters
Bakery in Scotch Plains as a salesper-
son for 20 years prior to retiring.

She was active at St. Bartholomew
the Apostle Roman Catholic Church in
Scotch Plains with the Catholic Golden
Agers and the Rosary Altar Society.
Additionally, she was active with the
Scotch Plains Senior Citizens.

Surviving are her daughter, Maureen
E. Kreger; her son, John, and his wife,
Gerry Reiley; a son-in-law, Carl
Schwarzenbek; a brother, William
Sargent; a sister, Ellen McKeever, and
her grandchildren, Meghan
Schwarzenbek, Nicole Nietzey,
Theresa Reiley and Moira Collins.

Also surviving are many nieces and
nephews.

She was predeceased by her hus-
band, John James Reiley, in 1988 and
by a daughter, Eileen Schwarzenbek,
in 1999.

The funeral service will be held at
9 a.m. tomorrow, Friday, February 2,
at the Rossi Funeral Home, 1937
Westfield Avenue in Scotch Plains. A
Funeral Mass will follow at 9:30 a.m.
at St. Bartholomew the Apostle
Church. Interment will be at Holy
Redeemer Cemetery in South
Plainfield. Visitation will be from 2 to
4 and 7 to 9 p.m. today, Thursday,
February 1, at the funeral home.

Memorial donations may be made
to the Scotch Plains Rescue Squad,
P.O. Box 325, Scotch Plains, N.J.
07076 or to Haven Hospice at JFK
Medical Center, 80 James Street,
Edison, N.J. 08818.

February 1, 2007

Margaret “Peggy” Groskinsky, 81,
of Fanwood died on Thursday, Janu-
ary 25, at her home.

Born in Mamaroneck, N.Y., she
had lived in Elizabeth before moving
to Fanwood in 1954.

Mrs. Groskinsky graduated from
Battin High School in Elizabeth and
had worked in the Personnel Division
of Exxon in Linden for 20 years be-
fore retiring.

A member of the First United Meth-
odist Church of Scotch Plains for 54
years, she served as a church histo-
rian, publishing the history of her
church from 1870 to 2005. She also
sang in the choir and spearheaded
and coordinated the free meals pro-
gram sponsored by the church.

Mrs. Groskinsky additionally was
active in fundraising for Spalding for
Children of Westfield.

She is survived by her loving hus-
band of 59 years, Edward J.
Groskinsky; four sisters, Bette
Hamilton of Toms River, Jean Reisch
of Brevard, N.C. and Morag M.
Moscato and Lynn Macdonald, both
of Pennington; a niece, Robin
Moscato of Pennington; a nephew,
Richard Moscato of Westwood, and
one great-niece, K.L. Moscato of
Pennington.

The funeral was held on Monday,
January 29, from the Memorial Fu-
neral Home, 155 South Avenue in
Fanwood. A funeral service followed
at the First United Methodist Church
of Scotch Plains. Interment took place

at Evergreen Cemetery in Hillside.
Memorial donations may be made

in her name to the First United Meth-
odist Church of Scotch Plains, 1171
Terrill Road, Scotch Plains, N.J.
07076.

February 1, 2007

William K. Kraft, Jr., 92, of Win-
chester Gardens in Maplewood died
on Friday, January 26.

Born in Brooklyn, N.Y., he had
lived in Westfield and Leisure Village
West, Manchester, before moving to
Maplewood in 2002.

Mr. Kraft retired in 1979 from
Celanese America Corporation after
a 36-year career in domestic and in-
ternational plastic sales. In retirement,
he was a member of the Veterans of
Foreign Wars and the Leisure Village
Golf and Fishing Clubs and served as
a volunteer for the Livewire Kimball
Hospital Auxiliary and the Deborah
Heart and Lung Hospital.

He graduated in 1936 from Colum-
bia University, where he served as
president of the Phi Gamma Delta
fraternity. A United States Army vet-
eran, he was stationed in the Pacific
during World War II.

He was predeceased by his wife of

61 years, Helen Graves Kraft.
Surviving are a daughter, Margaret

Cherep of West Orange; two sons,
William K. Kraft, III of Scotch Plains
and Peter A. Kraft of Noblesville,
Ind., and seven grandchildren.

A Mass was celebrated on Tues-
day, January 30, at St. Helen’s Ro-
man Catholic Church in Westfield.

Arrangements were by the Dooley
Colonial Home, 556 Westfield Av-
enue in Westfield.

Memorial contributions may be
made to the Center For Hope Hos-
pice, 1900 Raritan Road, Scotch
Plains, N.J. 07076.

February 1, 2007

Cynthia Schofield

Elizabeth A. Toth, 61
Elizabeth A. Williams Toth, 61, of

Westfield died on Monday, January
29, at Overlook Hospital in Summit,
surrounded by her family.

A lifelong resident of Westfield,
she raised her children and then
worked for the Summit Bank Corp. at
its Cranford office, retiring in 1995.

Mrs. Toth was the beloved wife for
38 years of Robert W. Toth, Sr. She
was the beloved mother of Lisa
Fischetti and her husband, Ralph, and
Robert W. Toth, Jr. and his wife, Katja.
She also is survived by her sister,
Margaret Giannone, and her brother,
Evan T. Williams, Jr. Mrs. Toth will
be deeply missed by her grandson,
Angelo Carmine Fischetti. She also
is survived by many other family
members and friends.

Funeral services will be held at 10
a.m. tomorrow, Friday, February 2, at
the First United Methodist Church of
Westfield. Burial will take place at
Fairview Cemetery in Westfield.

Visitation will be from 2 to 4 and 7
to 9 p.m. today, Thursday, February
1, at the Dooley Colonial Home, 556
Westfield Avenue in Westfield.

February 1, 2007

Dorothy Meierdierck, 89, Enjoyed
Sailing, Church and Talent Show

Cynthia Schofield, 85, Worked For CSH;
Was Advisor For Welcome Wagon Club

Dorothy “Dot” Meierdierck, 89,
of Port Charlotte, Fla. died peace-
fully in her sleep on Saturday, Janu-
ary 6, at Alterra Sterling House of
Punta Gorda, Fla.

Born February 14, 1917 in New
York City, she was an accomplished
dancer and athlete. Her family moved
to Westfield, N.J., where she met
and later married her childhood
sweetheart, Charlie Meierdierck.

A graduate of Westfield High
School and Elmira College, N.Y.
with a Bachelor of Science degree
in Business Administration, Dot
worked in New York City prior to a
26-year career with the Westfield
Board of Education. She was a
founder of the Grant School PTA’s
annual talent show, coaching and
performing for many years. In 1969,
Dot and Charlie moved to
Mountainside, N.J. and they retired
to Florida in 1981.

Active in St. Paul’s Episcopal
Church in Westfield, she also was
active in St. James Episcopal Church
in Port Charlotte. She and Charlie
loved to sail and were officers and
members of the Raritan Yacht Club
in Perth Amboy, N.J. and the Punta
Gorda Yacht Club in Florida.

Dot was predeceased by her
mother and father, Mabelle and Brig.
Gen. Charles S. Gleim (USA Ret.)
of Westfield, N.J. and Wilton, N.H.;
her brother, Frederick Embeck Gleim
of New Hampshire, Connecticut and
Florida, and her loving husband,
Charles Gustav Meierdierck, Jr.

Enjoying treasured memories are
her children, Marlene M. Bouffard-
Ellis of Port Charlotte, Fla.; Charles

“Chuck” G. Meierdierck, III and his
wife, Patty, of Coatesville, Pa.;
Joanne Irwin and her husband, Dou-
glas, of Middletown, N.J.; nine
grandchildren and four great-grand-
children.

Per Dot’s wishes, part of her cre-
mains were placed in the
columbarium at St. James Church
after a memorial service on January
17. The remainder will be scattered
near Charlie’s remains in Port Char-
lotte.

A Celebration of Life, by her New
Jersey family and friends, will be
held in New Jersey in the spring.
Condolences may be sent to
dorothysfamilyties@yahoo.com. In
lieu of flowers, donations may be
made to The Alzheimer’s Founda-
tion of America, 322 Eighth Avenue,
Sixth Floor, New York, N.Y. 10001.
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Cynthia Clark Schofield, 85, died
on Thursday, January 25, 2007, at her
home in Cary, N.C.

Born August 31, 1921 in Walker,
Minn., she resided for over
50 years in Westfield, N.J.
before moving to Cary four
years ago to live with her
daughter.

She was employed for
over 30 years at the
Children’s Specialized
Hospital in Mountainside
and was a much-loved ad-
visor for the Westfield Wel-
come Wagon Club.

She is survived by her
daughter, Peggy Owen, and son-in-
law, Ed Owen, of Cary; her son, Daniel
Schofield, and his wife, Judy, of Lo-
cust Grove, Va.; her grandchildren,
Shondra Owen of Indian Trail, N.C.
and Robert Owen of Cary, and her
great-grandson, Joshua Owen of In-
dian Trail, N.C.

She will also be missed by Sally,
Rodney and Cassidy Ireland of Burr
Hill, Va. and Susan and Randy White-
head of Locust Grove, Va.

Cynthia was an enthusi-
astic photographer who
loved to chronicle events
with friends and family,
leaving for all of us trea-
sured memories of times
shared. She will be missed
by her beloved animals, Eli,
Hugo and Miss Fannie, with
whom she shared many lov-
ing moments.

Arrangements were by
the Brown-Wynne Funeral

Home of Cary, N.C.
In lieu of flowers, memorial dona-

tions may be made to: Hospice of
Wake County, 1300 St. Mary’s Street,
Raleigh, N.C. 27605.

Condolences may be sent to the fam-
ily through www.brownwynne.com.

February 1, 2007

Fanwood to Host Annual
Backyard Bird Count in Feb.

FANWOOD – In preparation for
the 10th Annual Great Backyard Bird
Count to be held Friday through Sun-
day, February 16 to 19, the Fanwood
Environmental Commission will
hold a bird count workshop on Sat-
urday, February 10, from 10 a.m. to
noon at the Fanwood Nature Center.
The rain date for this event is Sun-
day, February 11. The public is in-
vited to attend and learn about the
birds in the area, how to identify
them and how to count birds.

The National Audubon Society and
Cornell Lab of Ornithology sponsor
the Great Backyard Bird Count.
People from all over the United States
and Canada count the species of birds
they see and enter their tally on the
website at birdsource.org/gbbc.

Participants of all ages in the
Fanwood event can take a guided
tour of the Fanwood Nature Center
and make and take home a biode-
gradable bird feeder. There is no fee
or registration required. Participants
are encouraged to bring binoculars

and will receive a certificate and
bird patch. The event counts towards
certain Girl Scout and Boy Scout
badges.

All are invited to the Fanwood
Nature Center from February 16 to
19 to tally birds for the Great Back-
yard Bird Count.

The Nature Center, comprised of
eight acres of unspoiled land, is lo-
cated on Cray Terrace in Fanwood,
off Terrill Road. It has been home to
many types of birds including hawks,
turkeys, cardinals, woodpeckers,
finches and scarlet tanagers.

For more information or direc-
tions, please contact
fanwoodgbbc@gmail.com.

Moryan Earns Dean’s
List Status at Wash Lee

WESTFIELD – Colette Moryan, a
junior at Washington and Lee Univer-
sity, earned Dean’s List status for the
recently ended fall term.

Dean’s List status at Washington
and Lee represents a term grade aver-
age of at least 3.4 on a 4.0 scale.

She is the daughter of Mr. and Mrs.
Jeffrey Moryan of Westfield.

Junior Women to Hold
Kids’ Clothing Drive
WESTFIELD – The Junior

Woman’s Club of Westfield will
hold a children’s clothing drive from
Monday through Friday, February
5 to 9, at the Westfield Memorial
Library. The drive will support Cher-
ished Creations, which honors re-
quests on behalf of seriously ill chil-
dren, and St. Mary’s Hospital in
Passaic.

Like-new and slightly used/non-
soiled baby blankets and children’s
clothing up to size 10 are needed.
The library is located at 550 East
Broad Street in Westfield. For more
information about the children’s
clothing drive, please call Alison at
(908) 654-7564.

Woman’s Club Attends
Festival of Trees

WESTFIELD – The Recreation
Department of the Woman’s Club of
Westfield recently attended the 18th
annual Festival of Trees, including
the menorah, exhibited at the Mu-
seum of the American Hungarian
Foundation in New Brunswick.

The origin of the Christmas tree is
often credited to the Germans, who
reportedly began the custom in the
eighth century.

Another popular legend says that
in the 16th century, Martin Luther
cut down the first Christmas tree and
decorated it with candles inspired by
the starry skies of the Holy Night in
Bethlehem.

The Christmas and cultural tradi-
tions of the different countries were
depicted in the decorations used to
adorn the branches of the evergreen
trees.

These customs included the use of
candles, cookies, dried fruits, candies,
Origami and Kirie, to name a few.

The following countries were rep-
resented: Denmark, Estonia, Finland,
Hungary, Ireland, Italy, Japan,
Latvia, Poland, Scotland, Spain,
Latin America, the Caribbean and
Ukraine.

The festival also included the
Menorah and the celebration of Ha-
nukkah, which commemorates the
victory of Judah and the rebuilding
of the temple in eight days with the
menorah flame burning for that
length of time. Hence, Hanukkah has
become known as the Feast or Festi-
val of Lights, with the kindling of
lights for eight days.

Community/Area News

Former Fire Chief
To Be Feted at Dinner

GARWOOD – Liberty Hose
Co. 1, Garwood Fire Department
will honor former Chief Richard
Bonfanti with a testimonial din-
ner for his years of service to the
department and the borough as
chief.

The dinner dance will be held
on Saturday, February 17, at The
Westwood in Garwood, starting
with a cocktail hour at 7 p.m.
During the festivities, presenta-
tions will be made to members
who have achieved 55, 30 and 20
years of service with the fire de-
partment.

Tickets are $55 per person. Any-
one interested in attending this
event is invited to contact any
borough firefighter or to call (908)
789-0847 or (908) 789-8877.
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VENEZIA SCORES 29, BONARD PUTS IN 16, DIIORIO 15

Blue Devil Basketballers Bag
Kearny Kardinal Boys, 77-49

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Seventeen 3-pointers found their
target but the Westfield High School
basketball team took the lion’s share
of them in addition to successfully
penetrating the inside for lay-ups in a
77-49 thumping of Kearny in
Westfield on January 25.

Blue Devil lion Mike Venezia sank
six of the team’s 10 three-pointers

and finished with 29 points, while
point guard Tommy Bonard got a
healthy share with 16 points, includ-
ing two 3-pointers.

“Tommy was finding me very well.
He was creating it for me, drawing in
defenders. I was just open and he was
kicking it to me,” said Venezia. “He

penetrates so well so they have to
have help off. Just three-point balls!”

Despite all the 3-point shots, the 9-
5 Blue Devils were also having a lot
of success penetrating the inside for
lay-ups. Combining lay-ups with 3-
pointers, the Blue Devils totaled 24
assists and Bonard led with seven
assists followed by sophomore Mike
Lessner (7 points) with six. Sopho-
more Tony DiIorio (15 points, 3-

pointer) and Lessner were the pri-
mary recipients of assists inside the
paint.

“Our guards can penetrate. Like
Lessner, who plays the floor, can pen-
etrate. All these guys can penetrate. It
doesn’t matter if we’ve got a guy who
is 5’6” or 6’2”. Everybody can finish,
whether it’s in the paint or for threes,”
Bonard said.

Blue Devil Joe Kopser hit a 3-
pointer and Santo Nardi, Manny Mills
and Chris Sheehan each contributed
two points. Tom McDermott led the
4-9 Kardinals with 12 points, Alfredo
Echevestre sank three 3-pointers,
Angel Hernandez netted eight points,
including a 3-pointer, and Jacob
Halicki nailed two 3-pointers.

The majority of 3-pointers made
their way to the net in the first half,
with the Blue Devils hitting seven

MINEO GRABS THIRD TITLE, ‘OW’; GANO WINS, BARNES PLACES THIRD

Raiders Claim 2 Champs, Place Third;
Brearley Repeats as UCT Mat Champs

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Ninth-ranked Brearley won its sec-
ond straight team title and Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School senior
Pat Mineo captured his third indi-
vidual title and second Outstanding
Wrestler (OW) award at the 32nd
Union County Tournament in Union
on January 27.

The Bears, who barely edged
Roselle Park, 208.5-205, last year for
the title, outdistanced the Panthers
handily this time, 286-223. The Raid-

ers, who won the title in 2004, claimed
two champions – Mineo (145-lbs)
and Sal Gano (125-lbs – and finished
third with a total of 172 followed by
New Providence at 114.5 and Rahway
with 111. Westfield placed 10th with
70.5 points.

Bears Kenny Knapp (103-lbs) and
Anthony Evans (152-lbs) won their
second titles and teammate Jesse
Boyden (215-lbs) won his third. Bear
Dan Conroy (119-lbs) and Joe Mraz
(135-lbs) won their first titles. Gover-

nor Livingston (GL) – Scott Mack
(160-lbs) and Matt Fullowan (171-
lbs) – and Roselle Park – Jorge Branco
(140-lbs) and Mike Lefano (Hwt) –
each had two champs while A.L.
Johnson’s Anthony Priore (130-lbs,
OW in lower weights), New
Providence’s (NP) Peter Terrezza (112-
lbs) and Rahway’s Shedrick Goodridge
(189-lbs) each claimed titles.

Mineo, who won the 140-lb title
the previous two years, marched to
the title bout with a 24-second fall

over Blue Devil John Falzon and a
1:53, sit-through headlock fall over
Brearley’s Tom Mannix.

“He’s (Mannix) tall, he’s lanky. I
wrestle everyone like it’s the finals. I
switched sides to a headlock. That
seems to work well with me,” said
Mineo.

In the final against GL’s Rob
Coughlin, last year’s champ at 135-
lbs, Mineo recorded two first period
takedowns to take a 4-1 lead, added

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14
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DOUGHER HITS 25 PTS., OKARTER PULLS 14 BOARDS

Raider Cagers Surge in OT,
Set Back Farmer Boys, 68-65

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Sophomore Reggie Solomon
frayed the net with a 3-pointer with
two seconds left to force overtime,
and teammates Brian Dougher (6 re-
bounds, 4 assists) pumped in 25
points, including three 3-pointers, and
Greg Bayard sank 18 points to lead
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School basketball team to a 68-65,
overtime victory over Union in Scotch
Plains on January 25.

Junior Lordly Okarter (14 re-
bounds, 8 points) and sophomore
Kevin Maroney (6 rebounds, 10
points) led the defensive forces, while
senior Darnell Dortch and junior Greg
Zabel each scored two points and
Dan DeCataldo contributed five as-
sists. Union (4-10) got 25 points from
Stanley Owusu and 13 from David
Jackson.

“Dougher carried us in the first half
and a big clutch shot by Reggie. We
were lucky to get out of there with a
win and that is all we want to be able
to do at this time of the year,” said
Raider Head Coach Dan Doherty.
“Lordly has really been dominating

the boards every game we play and is
one of the best rebounders around.
Maroney is playing a little more for
us and is doing a good job.”

Despite Dougher hitting 12 points,
including two 3-pointers, and a free-
throw by Bayard, the 8-7 Raiders did
have problems with possession on
top while forcing up negative shots
and finished the first quarter dead-
locked, 13-13. The Farmers eked
ahead with a 14-13, second quarter
run to carry a 27-26 lead into the
locker room. Dougher sank five
points, Okarter bucketed four and
Bayard had two points.

After the break, the Raiders took
some control and gained a 15-11 ad-
vantage. Bayard pumped in seven
points, including two 3-pointers.
Dougher added a 3-banger and
Maroney scored four to put the Raid-
ers up, 41-38.

After the teams traded baskets in
the fourth quarter, the Farmers turned
their full-court pressure up causing
two key turnovers and then, with one
minute remaining, rolled with im-
pressive drives to put themselves up
by three. As time ran out, Solomon

took the final shot and connected
with his 3-pointer. In the quarter,
Bayard hit a 3-pointer and two jump-
ers, Maroney scored four points,
Dortch added two and Okarter, one.

“No one was open because they
were playing good D, so I went to the

CONTINUED ON PAGE 17
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UCT Wrestling Tournament
WHS/Kearny Boys Basketball

SPF/Union Boys Basketball
SPF/SPlainfield Girls Hoops

Beautifully situated at the pinnacle of Westfield’s prominent Wychwood section, this exquisite residence su-
perbly portrays the splendor of the Tudor style. Outstanding random width pegged oak floors, pointed 
archways, marvelous vintage woodwork & custom built-ins mingle to compose a romantic interior. Echo-
ing with the tradition of entertaining in grand style, the stately living room with impressive marble fire-
place & formal dining room with charming stained glass windows glow with elegance. The handsome fam-
ily room defines what it means to relax and enjoy the day. The delightfully updated kitchen indulges the 
cook in you with granite counters & copious amenities. The master suite with an updated bath, is joined by 
nicely sized bedrooms & updated baths. A separate bedroom wing, basement rec room and a superbly 
landscaped yard craft a setting this is unsurpassed for beauty, luxury & magic. Presented for $2,075,000. 
 
 
 

Westfield Office · 600 North Avenue, West · 908-233-0065 

 

          JOYCE TAYLOR, SALES ASSOCIATE 
            908-233-6417, Direct Dial 

        NJAR Circle of Excellence 1977—2005 

RREEGGIISSTTRRAATTIIOONN  FFOORR  GGIIRRLLSS  SSOOFFTTBBAALLLL   

LLEEAAGGUUEE  OOFF  WWEESSTTFFIIEELLDD  
is under way now 

 
Leagues are offered to p layers in k indergarten through 8 t h  grade 

 

The K-1 league and the 2nd-3rd grade International League introduce players 

to the FUN of softball. They learn basic skills in batting & fielding  

 

The 4th-5th grade National League continues to develop basic skills while 

introducing players to the strategies of games 

 

The 6th-8th grade American League includes fast-pitch softball to prepare 

for tournament level & high school softball. 

 

All girls are welcome at all levels.  Every girl plays every game! 

To Register online go to: 

www.westfieldtoday.com 

 
Click on “Recreation” then Click on “Girls Softball League of Westfield” 

OR 

Type “Softball” in the shortcut option on the WestfieldToday home page. 

yp p y p g

 
 

Deadline: February 10, 2007  

 

Quest i ons  o r  Comments?   Ema i l :  g s l ofwestf ie ld@yahoo .com  

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
WINNING HIS THIRD UCT CHAMPIONSHIP…Raider Pat Mineo, top, won his third Union County title with an 11-7
victory over Governor Livingston’s Rob Coughlin at 145-lbs. Mineo also received his second Outstanding Wrestler Award.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
DEADLY ON THE COURT…Blue Devil senior Mike Venezia scored 29 points,
including six 3-pointers, against Kearny.
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Blue Devil Basketballers Bag
Kearny Kardinal Boys, 77-49

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13

and the Kardinals hitting six. Venezia
bucketed 13 points, including three
3-pointers, and Bonard hit both of his
3-pointers in the first quarter as the
Blue Devils took a 24-13 lead. Venezia
added seven more points, including
another 3-pointer, Bonard sank five
points and DiIorio put up a 3-pointer
and a lay-up to give the Blue Devils a
41-29 lead at the half.

Defensively, the Blue Devils
showed multiple looks to confuse the
Kardinals. At times in the first half,
they pressured the Kardinals with a
full-court press then, in the third quar-
ter, they worked a sticky man-to-man.

“We were trying to mix it up. We
knew that we could pressure them,
trying to trap and create some turn-
overs,” said Venezia.

“We pretty much played man al-
most all the time but we double-
teamed, we trapped, which was kind
of like zone concepts but, in the sec-
ond quarter, we did full court press. It
looked more like a zone. It confused
them and took them out of their of-
fense,” Bonard explained.

Carrying a comfortable 56-38 lead
into the fourth quarter, the Blue Dev-

ils laid off the 3-pointers and concen-
trated on inside plays. In one instance,
Bonard pleased the fans when he
drove to the net, closely pursued by
Kardinals, then whipped a hotdog,
behind the back pass to Lessner who
calmly rolled in the lay-up.

“I’ve got my buddies here. If I can
get that pass in, I like to make that
pass every once in a while to get the
crowd going. If it’s a game against
Plainfield or Linden, I’m probably
not going to make that pass,” chuck-
led Bonard.
Kearny 13 16   9 11 49
Westfield 24 17 15 21 77

Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WHS: 97 State Team Titles
In 15 Different Sports

When I say Phillipsburg, you say
… wrestling, or maybe football.

When I say Morristown, you say
… baseball.

When I say Kearny, you say …
soccer.

When I say Plainfield, you say …
basketball.

When I say Westfield, you say …
titletown. Well, that may not be what
you say if you’re reading this and you
live in Scotch Plains or Cranford. But
that’s what the late Ray DeGraw, the
scholastic sports editor of the late
great Newark Evening News, called
the town in one of his “School Whirl”
columns back in the early 1970s.
Some small town in Wisconsin might
have also used that nickname around
the same time because of its pro foot-
ball team. But DeGraw coined the
phrase because Westfield was either
winning, or in contention for, county,
conference and state titles in seem-
ingly every varsity sport, every year.

How many schools can claim 97
state team championships in 15 dif-
ferent sports? There may be schools
that can approach the 97 state titles,
but in 15 different sports? (And that
doesn’t include a sport like wrestling,
where WHS has captured 24 district
titles and 8 county team champion-
ships, but has never won the state
Group 4 tournament, which began in
1980 as team sectionals and went to
group champs two years later.)

Here is a breakdown of WHS’s
team sports and the state champion-
ships won. Also included is a note
about the best finish of the teams that
have come close but haven’t won a

Devils of the Week
Alexi Kuska

Girls swimming
Erin Miller

Girls basketball

state title:
Baseball: none; reached state Group

4 semifinals in 1988, losing to Me-
morial of West New York 2-1.

Basketball, boys (1): 1972.
Basketball, girls (4): 1921, 1922,

1923, 1924 (declared by newspapers,
no official NJSIAA tournament).

Bowling (1): 1994.
Cross-country, boys (12): 1963,

1966, 1970, 1971, 1973, 1976, 1977,
1979, 1980, 1981, 1995, 1996.

Cross country, girls: none; finished
fifth in Group 4 in 1999.

Field hockey: none; reached state
Group 4 final three times, losing to
Toms River South 2-0 in 1975,
Willingboro 3-0 in 1978 and Cherry
Hill East 4-0 in 1979.

Football (14): 1930, 1941, 1944,
1945, 1947, 1949, 1961, 1965, 1969,
1970, 1971, 1972, 1976, 1977. Note:
These are sectional titles, which is as
far as the NJSIAA takes things in
football. The first 12 were awarded
by the NJSIAA; 1976 and 1977 were
won on the field.

Golf (4): 1993, 2001, 2003, 2005.
Gymnastics: none; finished second

in 1992, 1999, 2000 and 2001.
Ice hockey: none; reached state

tournament semifinals in 1999, los-
ing to Brick 8-1.

Lacrosse, boys (2): 1986, 1987.
Lacrosse, girls: none; never reached

sectional final.
Soccer, boys (3): 1986, 1991, 1995.
Soccer, girls (2): 1988, 1989.
Softball: none; reached state Group

4 final four times, losing to Lenape 8-2
in 1974, Woodbridge 3-1 in 1978, Wash-
ington Township 1-0 (eight innings) in
1985 and Cherokee 3-1 in 1988.

Swimming, boys (20): 1958, 1959,
1961, 1962, 1963, 1964, 1965, 1966,
1967, 1968, 1969, 1970, 1975, 1992,
1995, 1996, 2000, 2002, 2003, 2004.

Swimming, girls (9): 1978, 1980,
1981, 1982, 1985, 1987, 1988, 1989,
1999.

Tennis, boys (14): 1931, 1941,
1942, 1957, 1970, 1971, 1975, 1978,
1981, 1982, 1984, 1986, 1987, 1988.

Tennis, girls (6): 1973, 1974, 1976,
1979, 1994, 2005.

Track, indoor boys (4): 1970, 1971,
1986 1987.

Track, indoor girls: none.
Track, outdoor boys (1): 1977.
Track, outdoor girls: none.
Volleyball: none; reached state

Group 4 final in 2002, losing to
Hunterdon Central 2-1.

Wrestling: none; reached state
Group 4 final in 1990, losing to Madi-
son Central 39-18.

MILLENNIUM CLUB
Congratulations to junior Erin

Miller on becoming just the sixth
Blue Devil to score 1,000 career

points, and the first to do it during
their junior year. Miller scored 14
points, giving her 1,001 for her two-
plus seasons. And it came in a huge
win over Elizabeth, which had won
15 straight since a WHS win in 1993.
And she did it on a day when Diana
Venezia scored 10, Gabby O’Leary 9,
and Keri Pringle and Tara Handza 7
apiece.

Other members of the Millennium
Club are Bob King (’63, 1329 points),
Krissy Jeremiah (’88, 1169), Bob
Felter (’65, 1094), Liz McKeon (’99,
1017) and Boo Bowers (’77, 1002).
Miller had 30 and 21 in her next two
games, so she’s now at 1052.

It should be noted that the 3-point
basket did not come into existence
until the 1987-88 school year. Jeremiah
might’ve been the all-time either-gen-
der scoring leader because she nailed
a school-record 66 treys in 1988, her
senior year. Felter and Bowers were a
couple of 6-foot-5 bombers who
could’ve hit from 3-point range, so
only the 6-11 King wouldn’t have had
added more points via treys. And John
Miles (’85, 971), Spud Monroe (’77,
925) and Tim Goski (’73, 901) all
would likely have surpassed 1,000.

DEN TRIVIA
What family had daughters who

played with both Liz McKeon (’99)
and Erin Miller (’08), the two most
recent 1,000-point scorers at WHS?
(Answer below)

BASKETBALL UPDATE
WHS’s Mike Venezia and SP-F’s

Allie Zazzali are two of New Jersey’s
nominees for the prestigious
McDonald’s All-American Game. …
With a 10-5 record at this writing,
WHS boys basketball coach Kevin
Everly’s career record is 98-112. With
two more W’s, he will become the
fourth WHS boys basketball coach to
win 100 games. After going 15-45 his
first three years, Everly’s teams are
83-67, with winning records the past
three years in the brutal Watchung
Conference.

SWIMMING UPDATE
The Union County swimming

championships will be held this week-
end at Elizabeth — boys tomorrow, 6
p.m. start; girls Saturday, 10 a.m.
start. WHS is the favorite to win both
titles again, but there will be plenty of
tough competition, mostly from
archrival Scotch Plains-Fanwood. The
WHS boys will be seeking their eighth
straight title, 50th in the last 51 years,
and 53rd in the meet’s 56 years. The
girls have won the title 24 times in 29
years, including the past 14, although
2005 was a co-title with SPF.

P.J. Harley (200, 500 free), Chris
DeLaFuente (100 butterfly) and Luke
Baran (100 backstroke) won county

championships for WHS in 2006. On
the WHS girls side, Alexi Kuska (500
free) and Katie Morgan (100 breast)
are returning champions.

On a semi-related note, last week’s
big meet between Mount St. Mary and
WHS saw the top-rated Mount win
100-70. The second-rated WHS girls
swam well, although not quite as well
as in an early-season (and far more
important, in the Den’s eyes) win over
SP-F. Amazingly, for a regular-season
dual meet, girls from Westfield set four
school records. Unfortunately, Alexi
Kuska (1:54.93 in the 200 free) was the
only one of those girls swimming for
WHS. The other two, who didn’t get
the itch for matching plaid skirts and an
all-girl school Catholic education until
they reached ninth grade, set their
records for Mount St. Mary.

Depending on your viewpoint, it
was either comical or pathetic (we
say pathetic) to see nearly a hundred
threads on the nj.com swimming fo-
rum after the meet, almost none of
which actually talked about the meet’s
great swims or strategies. My favor-
ite was the one that called Mount St.
Mary a “traditional” power. Interest-
ing, since Westfield’s girls team has
24 county and 9 state titles. The Mount
has 7 county and 3½ state titles.

AROUND THIS DATE
Feb. 5, 1963: After posting a 34-0

record in two years with the junior
varsity, Norm Koury is named WHS’s
varsity baseball coach, replacing John
Lay. Captain Nemo’s five WHS teams
went 90-29 and won the first two (1963,
1966) county titles in school history.

Feb. 6, 1999: The WHS boys swim
team, which had won the previous 42
county championships (1957-98),
loses the county title to Scotch Plains-
Fanwood.

TRIVIA ANSWER
The El Koury sisters: Lindsay

played with McKeon and Casey is on
the current team with Miller.

DEVILS OF THE WEEK
Al the Owner at Westfield Subs

(261 South Avenue East) will be busy
this week as again there are co-Devils
of the Week. Ironically, Alexi Kuska
and Erin Miller are juniors, second-
time Devils of the Week, and each
had their magic moment on Tuesday,
Jan. 23. Kuska broke Jesse Coxson’s
eight-year-old record in the 200
freestyle with a 1:54.93 clocking.
About two hours later, Miller became
the third WHS girl to reach 1,000
career points in a win over Elizabeth.

This is the 101st Devil’s Den, which
appears Thursday during the school
year in The Westfield Leader. Contact
us with comments, complaints and
suggestions at bj1019@aol.com. GO
DEVILS!

Raider Bowlers Jolt Startled
WF Blue Devil Bowlers, 5-2
The Westfield High School Bowl-

ing team’s 17-match winning streak
came to an end on January 23, as they
lost to Scotch Plains-Fanwood by a 5-
2 score. The Raiders won the total pin
count, 2,573-2,537. The match came
down to the first game as the Raiders
held on to a slim lead and finished
with a 911-906 win. The Raiders also
won Game 2, 937-866, but the Blue
Devils won Game 3, 865-825.

“Hats off to Scotch Plains as they
held together as a team under im-
mense pressure for the win,” Blue
Devil Head Coach Mike Tirone said.

Leading the Raiders to the win was
Eric Wasserman (245 high game, 616
series), Joe Tufaro (202, 564) and
Kenny Wasserman (206, 555). Bryan
Elsasser (224) and Eric Curialle (213)
led the Blue Devils. Curialle also

bowled a 220 game to lead the Blue
Devils with a 610 series.

Asked how this affected his team,
Tirone stated, “Hopefully it will help
us to understand how important it is
for a team to be a team. We were
missing our standout anchor bowler,
Harrison Mercado, due to illness, and
what we needed was someone to step
up. That did not happen.”

The Blue Devils won the JV match,
7-0, winning Game 1, 791-656, Game
2, 977-623, and Game 3, 846-635.
Sophomore Matt Pogue led the Blue
Devils with a 246 game. Brett Ettinger
rolled a 232.

The Blue Devils looked to get back
on track at the Union County Tourna-
ment, which had a qualifying round
on January 30 at Jersey Lanes in
Linden.

Devil Hoop Boys Rap
Wayne Valley, 59-48

Tom Bonard netted 20 points and
Mike Venezia scored 16 points to
lead the Westfield High School boys
basketball team to a 59-48 victory
over Wayne Valley on January 27 in
Wayne. Chris Jenkins sank eight
points.
Westfield 18   8 15 18 59
Wayne Valley 10   9 10 19 48

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
PENETRATING UNDER THE BOARDS…Blue Devil Tony DiIorio made sev-
eral lay-ups and finished with 15 points against Kearny.

WESTFIELD $1,150,000 SCOTCH PLAINS $619,000

WESTFIELD $479,500 WESTFIELD $3,895,000

WESTFIELD $354,000

WESTFIELD $2,395,000

Colonial style Split on picturesque knoll, foyer opens to Living Room
with fireplace, Formal Dining room with bay window, updated
Kitchen with granite counters, center island, vaulted ceiling and a
wall of windows, adjacent Family Room, ground floor den, Recre-
ation Room, lovely grounds, deck, superb landscaping and koi pond.

Updated 3-4 Bedroom Ranch on 1/3 acre, 1st floor Family Room,
finished basement, CAC, fireplace, garage.  An absolute must see.

Westfield charm!  Charming Colonial enlivened by classic moldings,
custom built-ins, hardwood floors, archways and copious windows, 3
Bedrooms, 2.5 baths, fireplace, porch, deck and patio.  Great location!

Coming soon to Westfield, this magical home is reminiscent of a
European country manor, filled with exciting architectural elements,
5 Bedrooms, 6.5 baths, 6 fireplaces, 2 rear decks and more.

Magnificent center hall Colonial!  Custom-built in 2000 on quiet
cul-de-sac, 5 Bedrooms, 4.5 baths, state-of-the-art Kitchen with
Family Room, freshly painted interior and newly refinished floors.
Approximately 1 acre of landscaped property.

Colonial charm!  Charming home with open front porch, Living
Room, Dining Room, updated Kitchen, newly finished basement,
Family Room, 2 full baths, fenced yard, close to town, NYC train
and shopping.
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MILLER BREAKS 1,000 POINTS, VENEZIA BUCKETS 10

Lady Blue Devils Hustle Past
Minutemen Hoopsters, 58-40

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

January 23, 2007 became a memo-
rable date in Westfield High School
girls basketball history when junior
guard Erin Miller notched her 1,000th-
career varsity point with 4:33 remain-
ing in the third quarter en route to a
58-40 Blue Devil triumph over visit-
ing Elizabeth. The victory helped the
11-3 Blue Devils maintain their top
standing in Union County.

The last time a Blue Devil girl hit
the 1,000-point level was on Febru-
ary 25, 1999 when senior Liz McKeon
scored 31 points in the final regular-
season game against host Morristown.
She hit point numbers 1,000 and 1,001
with 2:14 remaining in the fourth

quarter. She finished her career with
1,017. In 1988, Krissy Jeremiah, then
a senior, finished her career with 1,169
points.

Entering the game with the 7-7
Lady Minutemen, Miller, who fin-
ished with 14 points, needed 13 points
to hit that magical number but it
seemed that the magic moment might
not come since she was held score-
less in the first quarter for nearly
seven minutes. With 1:10 remaining
in the quarter and Elizabeth leading,
11-8, Miller was fouled while driving
for a lay-up. She hit both free throws,
which seemed to touch off a 14-0,
Blue Devil run that extended midway
through the second quarter.

After Lady Minuteman Shilon Har-

ris, who finished with 13 points,
banged a 3-pointer to break the run,
Miller hit two more free throws with
3:49 on the clock then converted a
steal to a lay-up at 2:14 as the Blue
Devils tacked on an 8-0 run. Harris
interrupted with another 3-pointer.
Miller added another lay-up for her
10th point to end the half with
Westfield ahead, 32-19.

“In the first quarter, it was toe-to-
toe. We mixed some things up and we
confused them. We put a lot of pres-
sure on them to see how they were
going to adjust to that. We didn’t
panic! We have been very patient. As
long as we stay patient, we make
things happen,” said Blue Devil Head
Coach Joe Marino. “Our goal is to
create chaos.”

The Blue Devils, who totaled 13
steals, kept creating that chaos
throughout the third quarter to extend
their lead to 48-29. Fifty-seven sec-
onds into the quarter, Miller (3 steals)
hit a free throw, Keri Pringle (4 steals,
7 points, 6 rebounds) sank a 3-pointer
and Diana Venezia (10 points, 6 re-
bounds) hit two free throws. The
magic moment came when Miller
nailed a 2-pointer to give her team a
40-23 lead. Later, junior point guard
Gab O’Leary (3 steals, 9 points, 4
assists) rolled in a lay-up and hit a
free throw. Miller added another free
throw and senior Katie Cronen (1
steal, 5 rebounds) put in a lay-up.

What was quite evident throughout
the game was the Blue Devils’ phi-
losophy of teamwork and setting up
plays regardless of who was in the
proper scoring position. The effort was
not to just feed one player and for one
player to hoard all the points. Miller,
who had four assists, devoted the ma-
jority of the third and fourth quarters
in setting up plays. Tara Handza (2
steals) finished with seven points, Steph
Slodyzcka (2 assists) had four points,
Charlotte O’Leary and Danielle
Infantino had two points each and
Gabby Jakub had four rebounds.

“That’s what you see in them. They
work together very well. She realizes
that she could have scored more
points. She had those kids around
her,” said Marino. “They executed.
They stood up to the test. Teams are
coming in testing us now. It’s not
where we are the underdog any more.
People are coming in now knowing,
when they play with us, they are go-
ing to have to play their A game.”
Elizabeth 11   8 10 11 40
Westfield 14 18 16 10 58

LAW SCORES 13, PULLS 13; MAINS SINKS 9, ZAZZALI 8

South Plainfield Tigers Roar
Past Raider Hoop Girls, 57-44

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The South Plainfield High School
girls’ basketball team, known as the
Tigers, showcased defensive shut-
downs and clutch shooting to earn a
57-44 victory over Scotch Plains-
Fanwood in South Plainfield on Janu-
ary 27.

Despite a poor shooting perfor-
mance, the Raiders did get a strong
front court effort from sophomore
Jackie Law, who posted 13 points,
pulled down 13 rebounds and added
three steals. Senior point guard Allie
Zazzali bagged eight points, includ-
ing one from long range, contributed
five assists and made three steals.
Senior Lauren Mains finished with
nine points, including a 3-pointer,
and two steals. Sophomore Kaylan
Jaichon bucketed six points. Junior
Emily Meehan scored four points and
teammates Molly Meehan and Laura
Degnan contributed two points each.
Niya Santiago netted a game-high 21
points for the 12-1 Tigers.

“We didn’t play badly, but we
couldn’t buy a basket,” said Raider

Head Coach Bruce Davis. “We got
good shots; they just would not go in.
We missed free throws and that has
been a nemesis for a while now. They
have good quickness all over the floor
and we have match-up problems when
we have to go man-on-man against a
team like that and they exploited it. I
don’t think they dominated us. They
made shots and that’s the name of the
game.”

The Raiders turned in a fine first
quarter performance from their
frontcourt, including a run of five
unanswered points, a 3-pointer by
Mains and two by Law. In the quarter,
Law finished with four points, while
Zazzali, Molly Meehan and Jaichon
combined for six points, bringing a
13-11 advantage.

Things did not continue to go as
planned for the Raiders in the second
quarter as the Tigers took advantage
of their zone press and turned in a
dominant performance, outscoring
the Raiders 18-7. Emily Meehan buck-
eted four points and Law added three.

The Raiders closed the gap to 31-
24, midway through the third quarter

when Jaichon knocked in a lay-up
and Zazzali, off a steal by Law,
knocked down a 3-point jumper. The
Tigers, however, took advantage of
some bad rotations on defense, al-
lowing inside penetrating, and scored
while the Raider offense went ice
cold.

The Raiders continued with strong
play in the fourth quarter but so did
the Tigers with an offensive mix on
the fast break to outlast the Raiders,
20-17. Law pumped in six points.
Mains connected with two buckets
from outside the paint and knocked in
a driving lay-up off a swipe. Zazzali
connected with three-point play off a
steal and Jaichon knocked in the last
shot of the game.

“We were off. I don’t know what it
is. It’s basketball and it’s just the way
it goes,” said Law. “One game, two
games out of the year, it’s going to
happen even the best of teams. We hit
a couple here and there in the third
quarter it would have been a different
game. We’ll come back from it.”
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 13   7   7 17 44
South Plainfield 11 18   8 20 57

WF Blue Devil Bowlers Break
WC Record with 14th Shutout

The Westfield High School varsity
bowling team improved to 18-1 by
defeating Irvington, 7-0, on January
25. The Blue Devils set a Watchung
Conference record with their 14th
shutout of the season.

The Blue Devils won Game 1, 1005-
832, Game 2, 904-734, and Game 3,
1010-751. In the first game, junior
Eric Curialle rolled a 258 game. Brett
Ettinger and Harrison Mercado also
had strong efforts with 231 and 210,
respectfully.

In Game 2, Mercado had the only
game above 200. In Game 3, Ettinger
bowled 226 and Bryan Elsasser hit

212. Ettinger had high series with a
643, Curialle was second with a 610
and Mercado finished with a 607.

“The 14th shut out is a conference
record, which we will have an oppor-
tunity to add to it as we still have four
more games to play,” said Blue Devil
Head Coach Mike Tirone.

The JV team improved to 16-1 by
also defeating Irvington, 7-0. Sopho-
more Matt Marcus had two, 200
games (206, 221) to lead the team.
Sophomores Kevin Murphy, Matt
Catenucci and Brian Dunn gave
Marcus plenty of help. Junior Jesse
Embry had a high game of 207.

Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BEING HEAVILY GUARDED…Raider Allie Zazzali, No. 33, is being heavily guarded by a South Plainfield Tiger defender.
Zazzali finished with eight points.

Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ACHIEVING A MILESTONE…Blue Devil junior Erin Miller, No. 11, broke the
1,000-point mark in the game against Elizabeth on January 23.

Want A Low Monthly Payment?  Meet with a local Gold Services Manager or call 800-788-7338. 

Put Our Neighborhood Knowledge To Work For You.

WESTFIELD OFFICE 185 ELM STREET /  WESTF IELD,  NJ  07090 /  908-654-7777

weichert.com

WESTFIELD DUTCH COLONIAL $620,000 SCOTCH PLAINS NEW CONSTRUCTION $1,199,000
Riviere Homes announces the marriage of elegance & sophistication in new construction to be built at 507
Westfield Rd.  5,000 sq. ft. Colonial Tudor featuring 13 rooms, 5 bedrooms, 5 ½ baths & all the amenities
you have come to expect in fine homes.  Upon entering the soaring two story foyer you will be captivated
by inlaid/hardwood floors woven throughout the formal living & formal dining rooms & study.  The heart
of any great home beats in the kitchen & this home is no exception w/fine cabinetry draped in granite,
superior appliances, 3 fireplaces, wine cellar, exercise room and more.  Call now while you can still add
your own personal touches.  (052001104)

WESTFIELD THE PINNACLE IN NEW CONSTRUCTION $3,400,000

SCOTCH PLAINS BEAUTIFUL! $499,800
Four bedroom Bi-Level featuring recently updated full tile bathroom with Corian countertops, updated
kitchen with custom cabinetry, new countertop with backsplash, new automatic garage door opener and
key pad entry.  Family room with walk-out patio, deck, private yard with wood fencing.  (052001307)

Nestled on a beautifully landscaped oversized lot, this warm & inviting Westfield home offers the charm
you are looking for plus 4 bedrooms, 2 baths, central air, hardwood floors & an elegant foyer with natural
wood trim.  The formal living room is bright, airy & features a gas fireplace.  This home has been thoughtfully
decorated & maintained from top to bottom.  It is close to schools, town & train.  If you just want to move-
in, unpack & relax make this the first home you see.  (052001637)

A rare opportunity to own a distinctive custom Colonial.  A beautifully landscaped ½ acre property will host this
6,000 SF gem.  Exquisite unparalleled design, luxurious amenities & an enchanting setting combine to deliver
an unsurpassed level of excellence.  This prestigious 19-room Classic includes a Grande master suite with fireplace,
sitting room, his & her walk-in closets, spa like bath & steam shower with seat & body sprays.  5 additional large
bedrooms, 6 full & 2 half baths and 2 solid oak staircases add convenience to luxury.  Formal living room with
wet bar, dining room, library w/fireplace, family room w/fireplace will all be appointed with custom inlays in the
hardwood floors & complemented with custom designed ceilings.  An oversized designer kitchen with French
doors to a magnificent terrace will also include granite tops, pantry, and a butler’s pantry adjoining itself to an
elegant dining room.  A finished basement will complete this classic with over 2,750 SF.  (052001359)

BUY FOR $2,739/MO.

MOUNTAINSIDE RANCH $529,800
Quality built, tastefully decorated Ranch featuring three bedrooms, two full baths, gas/central air, living
room with fireplace.  Lower level recreation room, attached garage.  (052001598)

BUY FOR $2,340/MO.

ELEGANT HOMES BY RALPH RAPUANO

BUY FOR $3,512/MO.

WESTFIELD
NEW CONSTRUCTION

$795,000

Custom Center Hall Colonial.  Four
bedrooms, formal living and dining rooms,
family room with fireplace, designer kitchen
with granite countertops, hardwood floors
throughout, master bath with whirlpool tub,
full basement, walk-up attic, 2 ½ - 3 baths
and Hardi-Plank ™ exterior with masonry
accents.  Call Ralph for more information
at 908-591-6283.  (052000589)

ELEGANT HOMES BY RALPH RAPUANO
BUY FOR $2,208/MO.

Want A Low Monthly Payment?  Meet with a local Gold Services Manager or call 800-788-7338. The monthly mortgage payments quoted in this ad are to qualified buyers buying a single family owner-occupied residence, based upon a 20% downpayment.  The payments are calculated using a 3-1 interest only adjustable rate mortgage loan (ARM) with an initial interest rate of 6.625%, and an initial A.P.R. of 6.840%.  Payments are interest only for the first 10 years, and from
year 11 through maturity, amortization is based on 20 years.  The interest rate is based on an index plus a margin, with a loan amount of $500,000.  The payment is fixed for the first 3 years, and because the interest rate may change after 3 years, the payment shown may change at the 4th year and annually thereafter subject to applicable margins and/or caps.  At each adjustment, the interest rate is set at 2.5% above the index (margin) and it may not decrease or increase more than 2 percent-
age points (cap), and over the life of the loan, it may not increase or decrease more than 6 percentage points (lifetime cap). Figures used herein are approximate and do not include property taxes, condo/association fees, or hazard insurance.  Interest rates quoted are as of 1/20/07 and subject to change.  As an example, on a $500,000 30-year loan with an initial interest rate of 6.625%, the maximum amount that the interest rate can rise under this loan program is 6 percentage points to
12.625%, and the estimated monthly payment for the first 3 years is $2760.42 with a maximum interest payment of $3474.83 thru year 10 (Based on a Truth in Lending Disclosure Estimate) and a maximum principal and interest payment of $5384.83 after year 10.  We are not responsible for typographical errors.  You should ask about interest rate, margin, and other terms and conditions before you apply.  Mortgage Access Corp. d/b/a Weichert Financial Services, Executive Offices, 225 Littleton
Road, Morris Plains, NJ, 07950.  1-800-829-CASH.  Licensed by the NJ Dept. of Banking and Insurance.  Licensed Mortgage Banker with the State Dept. of Banking in NY, CT, and PA.  Licensed Lender in DE, MD, VA, D.C.  Weichert Financial Services arranges loans with third-party providers.  Equal Housing Lender.  Weichert Financial Services is an affiliate of Weichert, Realtors®.  For your benefit, consider a career in real estate.  Call 1-800-301-3000 today!
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Raiders Claim Two Champions, Place Third; Brearley Repeats as UCT Mat Champions
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13

another in the second period to hold a
6-4 lead then got a takedown and a
nearfall, while yielding and escape
and a takedown to pull out an 11-7
victory for his 110th career win.

“This was my toughest final!
Coughlin gave me all I could handle.
I’m glad I got my third champion-
ship. I’m nine away from my
brother’s (Steve) record. He’s a lot
bigger than me, a lot stronger, so I’m
expecting a pounding but it’s all
worth it,” chuckled Mineo whose
season record is 22-1.

Seeded first, Gano pinned Blue
Devil Joe Panarese in 2:32, then
pinned Panther Joe Pisauro with a far
arm corkscrew in 3:33 in the semifi-
nals. In the finals, NP Pioneer Matt
Nobbs caught him off-guard with a
takedown to a three-point nearfall but
Gano kept his wits and hooked Nobbs
in a Peterson maneuver then clamped
him with a reverse cradle in 2:50.

“I’m a little disappointed but I’m a
good scrambler. It helped me out of
that situation. The worst thing you can
do is lose your composure,” said Gano.

“That’s the first time this year Sal
got into that situation. Sal keeps work-

ing then he did that nice Peterson and
a reverse cradle. That’s awesome!
He’s a true technician,” said Raider
Head Coach John Scholz.

Raider Ricky Olsson (135-lbs)
slapped GL’s Frank Colder with a
lateral drop in 25 seconds then scored
a reversal to defeat Panther Dennis
Carroll, 2-0, in the semis to face nem-
esis Joe Mraz of Brearley, who had
defeated him 5-3 in a dual meet on
January 13 and nipped him 3-2 in 3
overtimes last year.

“I knew he (Carroll) was tough. I
couldn’t look past it,” said Olsson.
“I’m really anxious to wrestle Mraz
again.”

In the championship bout, Mraz
scored a quick takedown to a cradle to
carry a 5-1 lead into the second pe-
riod but Olsson fought back only to
fall short, 8-6.

“Ricky battled back. He just ran
out of time,” commented Scholz.

Blue Devil John Barnes increased
his stock with a third-place finish at
119-lbs. He began with a 16-1, tech-
nical fall over Cranford’s Jesse Hynes,
recording four takedowns, an escape
and three nearfalls. After losing to

Conroy, 4-1, in the semis, Barnes
defeated Raider Wes Morrison, then
used several double leg takedowns to
claim a 12-2, majority decision over
Panther Brian Skiff for third place.

“If he slips up one second, I’m at
that double. I feel great! It’s only my
sophomore year, so I know there’s
more to come,” said Barnes.

“John is a goer! He was close to
Conroy. You can always expect a good
effort from John. He’s aggressive. He
takes chances. That’s why he is hav-
ing the success that he is,” commented
Blue Devil Head Coach Glen Kurz.

Raider Trevor Cannon placed third
at 152-lbs with a 5-2 victory over
GL’s Mike Mattingly. Cannon, with
his unorthodox style, also beat Blue
Devil Andy Castrorao, 11-4, and Pan-
ther Rob Gabriel, 8-0.

“It’s a funk style. As long as I keep
moving and use my flexibility, that’s
a major part of my wrestling,” said
Cannon. “It’s not as good as I hoped

I would do but I tried my best.”
Raider Keith Baker had a 6-3 lead

over Pioneer Trevor Martin but fell
victim to a headlock to be cast into the
wrestlebacks where he pinned
Plainfield’s Tramaine Grey in 1:19
and defeated Panther Rich Benner, 8-
3, to face off for third with Rahway’s
Sandile Manzini who had defeated

him earlier in a dual meet.
“When I lose, that gives me the fire

that I need. I realize I can’t take
anybody lightly,” said Baker who
added, “If I stay away from his head-
lock, I should be able to beat him.”

After almost being pinned by Baker
in the second period, Manzini turned
the tables with a headlock to record a
fall in 5:01.

Raider Mike Ridge won three bouts
to place fourth at 140-lbs and Blue
Devil Sam Reichbach also won three
bouts to place fifth. Blue Devil Mark
Boyd (160-lbs) placed fourth. Raid-
ers Tristan Bundy (112-lbs), Joe Bachi

(171-lbs), Billy Jacobs (189-lbs) and
John Loomis (Hwt) placed fifth.

Competing in the deepest weight
class, 130-lbs, Blue Devil Colin
MacKay avenged a loss in the Region
3 Tournament last year with a 5-3
decision over Union’s Bryan Gomes.

“Last year, I beat him in a dual
meet, 7-3, then he ended up beating
me where it counts, in the regions. No
revenge! I just went out there to
wrestle,” commented MacKay.

After losing to state-ranked ALJ’s
Priore, MacKay defeated Panther
Russ Benner, 11-5, but lost his battle
for third in a 6-4, 4 OT heartbreaker to
Brearley’s Joe Lospinoso, last year’s
119-lb UCT champ.

GL’s Mack recorded a takedown,
two reversals, a penalty point and a
nearfall to defeat Panther Burim
Kadrijaj, 9-2, for the 160-pound title.

“I wrestled a tough match the entire
time. I hit a drag step-in and finished
with a step-in double. I rode him tough
on top with legs for the majority of the
time, then after choosing bottom in the
third period, I hit him with a Russian
for five-points,” explained Mack who
improved to 21-0.

GL’s Fullowan followed suit with a
3-2 victory over Brearley’s Umar
Tamarov to grab the 171-pound title
and a 20-2 record.

“It’s a dream come true! I always
dreamed about it, watching my broth-
ers and my brothers friends,” said
Fullowan. “It’s pretty much about my
partners who pushed me in practice
and made me work as hard as I can.
On my feet, I learned ‘old man stroke’
to prevent ankle pick. On bottom, I hit
a couple of Granby rolls. On top, the

last move I hit was a claw-Turk to put
him on his back for two.”

“I know this meant a lot to them.
Rob Coughlin won a county champi-
onship last year and was defeated by
Mineo in the finals and did a very fine
job. He made one major mistake but
I’m hoping, when we get back to the
regions, we’ll try to make an adjust-
ment,” said GL Head Coach Rick
Iocono. “Mack, never won this tour-
nament. He’s undefeated, he’s im-
proved a great deal and he’s getting
some respect. He (Fullowan) lost to
him (Tamarov), who’s a very fine
wrestler, in a dual meet. By making
two adjustments, that seemed to
work.”

Fred Lecomte interviewed Gover-
nor Livingston’s Scott Mack and Matt
Fullowan.

TEAM TOTALS:
1. Brearley (B) 286, 2. Roselle Park (RP)
223, 3. Scotch Plains-Fanwood (S) 172,
4. New Providence (NP) 114.5, 5. Rahway
(Ra) 111, 6. Johnson (J) and Governor
Livingston (GL) 93, 8. Cranford (C) 80,
9. Union (U) 74, 10. Westfield (W) 70.5,
11. Elizabeth (E) 56, 12. Plainfield (P) 19,
13. Linden (L) 15

CHAMPIONSHIP BOUTS:
103: — Kenny Knapp (B) p Anthony
Casselli (RP), 4:23
112: — Peter Terrezza (NP) d Craig
Montgomery (RP), 4-2
119: — Dan Conroy (B) md Calvin
LeMatty (U), 10-2
125: — Sal Gano (S) p Matt Nobbs (NP),
2:50
130: — Anthony Priore (J) md Wade
Baldwin (NP), 9-1
135: — Joe Mraz (B) d Ricky Olsson (S),
8-6
140: — Jorge Branco (RP) d Matt Loffa
(B), 4-3, 3 OT
145: — Pat Mineo (S) d Rob Coughlin
(GL), 11-7
152: — Anthony Evans (B) p Larry
Peotter (NP), :31
160: — Scott Mack (GL) d Burim Kadrijaj
(RP), 9-2
171: — Matt Fullowan (GL) d Umar
Tamarov (B), 3-2
189: — Shedrick Goodridge (Ra) d Hany
ElShiekh (B), 3-1 OT
215: — Jesse Boyden (B) md Rich Ta-
bor (E), 12-3
Hwt: — Mike Lefano (RP) d Eric
Kaminsky (J), 5-0

THIRD PLACE BOUTS:
103: — Christian Roberts (J) d Nate St.
Elme (Ra), 4-0
112: — Al Phillips (B) d Angelo Mathias
(E), 9-5
119: — John Barnes (W) md Brian Skiff
(RP), 12-2
125: — Rob Piper (B) d Stewart Minaya
(Ra), 3-1
130: — Joe Lospinoso (B) d Colin
MacKay (W), 6-4, 4 OT
135: — Dennis Carroll (RP) d Gus
Gallinot (NP), 5-0
140: — Jeb Dennis (C) p Mike Ridge (S), :55
145: — Mike Montgomery (RP) p Tom
Mannix (B), 1:13
152: — Trevor Cannon (S) d Mike
Mattingly (GL), 5-2
160: — Travis Dilts (B) p Mark Boyd (W),
5:07
171: — Chris Cook (C) md Eric Wright
(RP), 14-5
189: — Dan Wilson (P) p Matt Kohen (J), :52
215: — Sandile Manzini (Ra) p Keith
Baker (S), 5:01
Hwt: — Eric DuBeau (B) d Joe Brady
(C), 9-3

 

Coldwell Banker 
908.301.2004 - Direct Line 

Kim.Haley@CBmoves.com 

www.KimHaley.com 

Business 908.233.5555 

209 Central Avenue, Westfield, NJ  07090      

RESIDENTIAL  BROKERAGE 

Kimberley Aslanian Haley 
 

Redefining Real Estate 
NJAR CIRCLE OF EXCELLENCE PLATINUM LEVEL 2002, 2004 & 2005   

PRISTINE COLONIAL ON THE BOULEVARD SPRAWLING HENRY WEST WYCHWOOD GEM 

© 2007 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.  An Equal Opportunity Company. 

Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated. 

Spacious and pristine Colonial home offering ideal location on a tree lined 
Westfield street.  Perfect for entertaining are the sun-filled Dining Room & 
Living Room with gas fireplace.  This fine home boasts hardwood floors, new 
central air & furnace, new windows, master Bedroom suite with new full bath 
and a spacious deck overlooking fenced yard and manicured grounds. 

                                                          Newly Repositioned at $799,000 

Elegant 10 room Henry West Colonial. The charm is abundant & location is 
ideal as this fine home graciously sprawls across its property located in one of 
Westfield’s most desirable neighborhoods. Displaying quality craftsmanship & 
classic décor, this Wychwood gem offers two fireplaces, abundant living space, 
hardwood floors and sunlit rooms. 

                                                                                 Offered for $1,325,000 

Devil Matmen Defeat
Linden Tigers, 60-14
The Westfield High School wres-

tling team improved to 8-7 with a 60-
14 victory over Linden on January
24. The Blue Devils took the opportu-
nity to insert several of their younger
wrestlers into the lineup.

BOUT SEQUENCE:
130: — Drew Bergin (W) p Marquis
Bazilo, 3:05
135: — Colin MacKay (W) p Jon Morek, :57
140: — Sam Reichbach (W) d Todd
Robles, 10-4
145: — Nick Celestin (L) tf John Falzon,
20-4
152: — Rob Granstrand (W) p Josh
Elisca, 5:33
160: — Andy Castrorao (W) p Adas
Aniukstis, 1:41
171: — Mark Boyd (W) p Dan Castro,
1:13
189: — Andrew Wenta (W) d Lujan
Zolnicrowski, 4-0
215: — Zack France (W) p Walt
Karaisewski, 3:59
Hwt: — Martin Pierre (L) won forfeit
103: — Christian Dejesus (L) d Javon
Woods, 9-2
112: — Nick Defreitas (W) won forfeit
119: — John Barnes (W) p Emanuel
Ramos, :29
125: — Joe Panarese (W) p Arkese
Watford, 4:40

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
PLACING THIRD AT 119-LBS…Blue Devil sophomore John Barnes, front,
placed third in the UCT at 119-lbs with a 12-2, decision over Panther Brian Skiff.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
PLACING THIRD AT 152-LBS…Raider junior Trevor Cannon, top, defeated
Governor Livingston Highlander Mike Mattingly, 5-2, for third at 152-lbs.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
LONGEST BOUT OF THE DAY…Blue Devil Colin MacKay, left, dropped a
heartbreaking, 6-4, 4 overtime decision to Brearley’s Joe Lospinoso at 130-lbs.

Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
KING OF THE HILL…Raider Sal Gano, center, flanked by Pioneer Matt Nobbs,
left, and Bear Rob Piper won the UCT 125-lb title. See picture on page 17.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
EN ROUTE TO VICTORY…Highlander Matt Fullowan, top, claimed the 171-
lb title with a 3-2 victory over Bear Umar Tamarov.

OPEN HOUSE – WESTFIELD

216 HYSLIP AVENUE

SUNDAY, FEB. 4, 1-3PM

• 4 Bedroom / 3.5 Bath

• Finished Basement

• Raised Blue Stone Porch

• Jeld-Wen Tru Divided Lite Windows

• Plywood Exterior Sheathing

• Cast Iron Plumbing on 2nd Floor

• 2-Zone High Efficiency HVAC

• Walking Distance to All Schools & Town

• Much More!

OFFERED AT $1,250,000.  BROKER PROTECTED

OTHER PROPERTIES AVAILABLE

OFFICE PHONE: 908 301 1000
www.needlepointhomes.com

weichert.com

Weichert

WESTFIELD OFFICE / 185 Elm Street / 908-654-7777
weichert.com

Weic he r t

Weic he r t

Weic he r t

Invite Holly in,
and she’ll bring results!

Call For
More Information!

ELEGANT HOMES BY RALPH RAPUANO
PRE-CONSTRUCTION OPPORTUNITY

Holly Cohen

WESTFIELD . . . Nestled on a tranquil cul-de-sac, this distinctive custom CH
Colonial  residence boasts 4000 SF of luxury plus an additional 1700 SF of finished
basement w/full bath.  A regal stone façade with Hardi-Plank ™ siding, 3-car
garage and substantial property are just the beginning.  Amenities include a 2-
story foyer with solid oak staircase, 5 bedrooms, 4 ½ baths, 2 fireplaces, hardwood
floors level 1 & 2, formal living and dining rooms feature mahogany inlays and
tray & boxed beam ceilings, designer kitchen plus breakfast room, master retreat
with fireplace, sitting room, dual walk-in closets and ensuite spa-like bath, full
walk-up attic & more!  Call Holly for further details.  $1,789,000 (0520001589)



A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES Thursday, February 1, 2007 Page 17

Raider Cagers Surge in OT,
Set Back Farmer Boys, 68-65

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13

corner. There was no one around and
with three seconds left, I just threw
the ball. It was in the air for awhile but
it went in,” said Solomon.

In overtime, the Raiders tasted an
early five point lead lead when Okarter
rolled in a lay-up, Moroney pushed in
a rebound and Dougher scored from
the stripe. The Farmers retaliated with
Jackson’s 3-bagger but Okarter con-
verted one and Dougher hit 4-of-4
from the stripe. Owusi dropped in the
last shot of the game, a 3-pointer.

“We came out a little slow with the
intensity. I just tried to pick it up for
us but, in the second quarter, it was a
little bit better. We came back and
were only down by one,” said
Dougher. “The second half, we started
out with intensity, got up by nine, but
they brought it up close again. It was
a good feeling when Reggie’s big

Mike Murray to Be Honored
At Hot Stove Baseball Dinner

Capri Catalano of Berkeley
Heights, Manny Collins of Plainfield
and Michael Murray of Westfield will
be honored at the 71st Annual Hot
Stove League Baseball Dinner which
begins at 1 p.m. on Sunday, February
11, at the L’Affaire Banquet Center,
1099 Route 22 East in Mountainside.
The Union County Baseball Associa-
tion, in cooperation with the Union
County Board of Chosen Freeholders
and the Union County Department of
Parks, Recreation and Facilities, spon-
sors the dinner.

Capri Catalano will receive the
Banyasz Brothers Memorial Award
for Most Valuable Scholastic Soft-
ball Player. Catalano struck out 934
batters in her first three varsity sea-
sons at Governor Livingston High
School in Berkeley Heights, includ-
ing a Union County-leading 389
strikeouts in 2006. She allowed just
26 walks and 47 hits last spring while
building a 19-7 record for Gov.
Livingston (22-7). The hard-throw-
ing right-hander was responsible for
just 10 earned runs in 183 innings last
spring. She pitched three no-hitters in
2006, including a perfect game.

Manny Collins will receive the
Chris Zusi Memorial Award for Out-
standing Athlete in Union County.
Collins was a standout at both wide
receiver and defensive back for the
Plainfield High School Cardinals and
earned All-County, All-Conference
and All-Area honors. A versatile ath-
lete at Plainfield, he also excelled on
the wrestling mat, played three years
of baseball, and ran track in his senior
year, specializing in the 100-meter,
200-meter, long jump and the javelin.

Collins football career at Rutgers
University was interrupted in 2004
when he suffered serious injuries in a

car accident. But he recovered and
returned to strengthen the defense in
the 2005 and 2006 seasons for the
Scarlet Knights. Among the high-
lights of ’06: Manny’s two intercep-
tions at North Carolina; his blocked
punts against Illinois and Navy; and a
recovered UConn fumble that Manny
returned for a touchdown, the first of
his career.

Mike Murray will receive the Ed-
ward Cooper Memorial Award for
Most Valuable Scholastic Baseball
Player. Murray set four single-season
Westfield records in 2006 – batting
average (.560), hits (51), home runs
(8), and RBI (44). The two-time All-
State catcher led the Blue Devils to a
20-7 record and the school’s 12th
Union County Tournament champi-
onship. In four seasons, Mike set 11
school records, including career av-
erage (.518), hits (155), extra-base
hits (59), doubles (33), homers (19)
and RBI (145). He now attends Wake
Forest University.

Also being honored at the awards
dinner are Al Ashmont of Clark,
Chuck Fernicola of Mountainside,
and Rich Pender of Elizabeth, who
will be inducted into the Union County
Baseball Hall of Fame.

The special guest speaker will be
Johnny Blanchard, the former New
York Yankees catcher and outfielder
who was an important member of the
1961 World Series championship
team. Tickets are available for $35
and may be obtained by calling (908)
527-4910.

shot brought us back. It fired us up
and we knew we had to come out and
get this win. We have to get at least
three for the states, so this was a big
one.”
Union 13 14 11 20   7 65
SP-F 13 13 15 17 10 68

Raider Hoop Boys Rip
Bergen Tech, 69-42

Bryan Dougher led the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School boys
basketball team to a 69-42 victory
over Bergen Tech by sinking 24 points
and adding seven assists in
Hackensack on January 27. Lordly
Okarter scored eight points and
grabbed 10 rebounds. Kevin Maroney
bucketed 10 points.
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 17 22 12 18 69
Bergen Tech 13   7 15   7 42

FSPY ‘C’ Gymnasts Perform
Well in Opening Competition

On January 20, the Fanwood-
Scotch Plains Y (FSPY) ‘C’ team
competed in its first gymnastics meet
and performed well to win the team
competition against Somerset Valley
Y and South Mountain Y.

9U group: Paige VanBuskirk cap-
tured first on vault, while Danielle
Scheu took fourth on balance beam.

10-year-olds: Lauren Lockfeld cap-
tured top honors on vault, balance
beam, floor exercise and uneven bars,
as well as in the all-around competi-
tion. Tessa DeMaria placed third on
vault. Marissa LaMastra took third

on beam. Abigail Fontana finished
third on floor exercise.

11-year-olds: Marissa DiBella won
first in the all-around, as well as sec-
ond on vault and floor exercise.
Meghan Yessman earned third in the
all-around, first on uneven bars and
third on vault and beam. Briana Lolo
captured top honors on both the vault
and balance beam.

12+ group: Leya Quinones earned
second in the all-around competition,
first on the unevens, second on floor
exercise, third on vault and fourth on
beam. Jamie Rubenstein tied for third
on vault, finished second on the
unevens, third on floor and fourth on
beam. Michelle Rogoff took first on
beam and third on unevens.

Kelsey Milo, Rachel Butler,
Heather Mullen, and Danielle
Rosenblatt also performed well, while
Joelle Pisauro cheered on her team-
mates though she was unable to com-
pete in this meet.

Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
THE GAME SAVER…Raider Reggie Solomon, No. 10, sank a 3-pointer with two
second remaining to force overtime against the Union Farmers. The Raiders went
on to win, 68-65.

Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CONSIDERING A GUILLOTINE…Highlander Scott Mack, top, considers a
guillotine maneuver in his 160-lb title bout with Panther Burim Kadrijaj. Mack
won, 9-2.

Kearny Cagers Stun
Lady Blue Devils

The 9-5 Kearny High School girls
basketball team jumped to a 35-24
lead at the end of three quarters and
held on to stun 11-4 Westfield, 46-42,
in Kearny on January 25. Erin Miller
scored 30 points, including four 3-
pointers, and Casey El Koury sank a
3-pointer for the Blue Devils. Martyna
Ruminska netted 24 points for the
Kardinals.
Westfield 10   8   6 18 42
Kearny 15 10 10 11 46

Raider Hoopsters Rap
Lady Farmers, 45-32
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High

School girls basketball team rolled to
a 45-32 victory over host Union on
January 25. Allie Zazzali sank 21
points, made five steals and had four
assists for the 9-5 Raiders. Kaylan
Jaichon and Emily Meehan had nine
and six points, respectively.
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 15   9 12   9 45
Union   5   9   9   9 32

Lady Blue Devils Nip
Old Bridge, 36-35

Erin Miller rolled in a lay-up with
seconds remaining to give the
Westfield High School girls basket-
ball team a 36-35 victory over host
Old Bridge on January 26. Miller
finished with 21 points. Katie Cronen
sank six points, Diana Venezia put in
five, Gab O’Leary scored three and
Keri Pringle added one.
Westfield 10 12   7   7 36
Old Bridge 12 10   7   6 35

Raider Cagers Level
Hillside Boys, 50-33

Senior guard Greg Bayard sank six
of his 18 points in the first quarter to
give the Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School boys basketball team a 14-5
edge, which eventually led to a 50-33
victory in Scotch Plains on January
29. Bryan Dougher put in 15 points
and Kevin Maroney had 14 points
and 14 rebounds.
Hillside   5   9 13   6 33
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 14   6 14 16 50

Lawrenceville Ices
Devil Swim Boys

The Westfield High School boys
swimming team were defeated by
Lawrenceville, 95-75, on January 29.
200 medley relay: L (Matt Poss, Vincent
Schiavone, Isaac Reyes, Peter
Geissinger) 1:42.43
200 free: Chris DeLaFuente (W) 1:50.07
200 IM: Geissinger (L) 1:59.48
50 free: Matt Green (W) 23.47
100 fly: Geissinger (L) 53.71
100 free: Schiavone (L) 50.68
500 free: DeLaFuente (W) 5:03.27
200 free relay: L (Schiavone, Jing Ng,
John Wright, Bruno Salemme) 1:32.38
100 back: Matt Meserole (W) 58.7
100 breast: Phil Anton (W) 1:05.2
400 free relay: L (Salemme, Wright,
Poss, Geissinger) 3:25.4

Devil Swim Girls Tip
Lawrenceville, 110-60

The second-ranked Westfield
High School girls swim team
rolled over Lawrenceville, 110-
60, on January 29.
200 medley relay: W (Alexi Kuska,
Aileen Grogan, Liz Hawkins, Kelsey
Wilson) 2:00.4
200 free: Olivia Card-Childers (L)
2:04.47
200 IM: Suzanne Lemberg (W)
2:19.57
50 free: Hawkins (W) 25.75
100 fly: DarrellAnn Smith (W) 1:06.75
100 free: Kuska (W) 55.71
500 free: Meghan Graham (L) 5:44.11
200 free relay: W (Kyle Higgens,
Catherine McGuire, Jill Kandigan,
Hawkins) 1:46.29
100 back: Lemberg (W) 1:06.79
100 breast: Emilie Geissinger (L)
1:16.97
400 free relay: W (Emily Budnick,
Lemberg, Katie Morgan, Kandigan)
3:54.01

Coldwell Banker®, Since 1906, America's Premier Real Estate Company

Denotes Open House

Coldwell Banker Home Loans
888-317-5416
Concierge Services 800-353-9949
Global Relocation Services  877-384-0033
Previews International Estates Division  800-575-0952

Mobility Broker Network

www.ColdwellBankerMoves.com

Westfield 908-233-5555
209 Central Avenue

Some people think just any real estate company will do.
Others expect more.

Westfield Westfield

Westfield Westfield

Wonderful CH colonial.  Newer eat-in kitchen, adjacent family
room, 2 fireplaces, hardwood floors, patio, fenced yard &
more.  WSF0439

“A piece of history is for sale”.  1770’s colonial farmhouse
enlarged with a meticulous addition.  Impeccable
condition.  WSF0322

Colonial on oversized lot in Franklin School District.
Updated kitchen with adjacent family room, 4 generous
bedrooms.  WSF0763

Bright airy ranch.  3 bedrooms, 2 baths, fireplace, kitchen
with granite counters and marble floor, finished basement.
WSF0326

Lovely one of a kind townhouse in desirable downtown
area.  Eat-In Kitchen, formal dining room.  Maintenance-
free living.  WSF0909

Westfield

© 2006 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

$1,050,000 $699,900 $849,900

$439,900 $629,000Westfield
Fabulous new home with incredible amenities.  Furni-
ture quality gourmet kitchen, tray & coffered ceilings,
master suite & more. WSF0141

$2,950,000
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SMILES ALL AROUND…On hand to congratulate senior high school student
Danny Perrine for signing with Rutgers University to play Division 1 baseball are:
Oratory Prep Athletic Director Bill Martin, left, Headmaster Tim Lynch, Danny’s
parents, Julliet Perrine and Dan Perrine, and his maternal grandmother Lillian
Daley.

Scotch Plains’ Perrine Signs
To Play Baseball at Rutgers
Scotch Plains resident Danny

Perrine remembers tossing a
wiffleball around with his grand-
mother and grandfather when he was
only 5-years-old, so it was fitting that
his maternal grandmother, 89-year-
old Lillian Daley, was on hand to see
him sign with Rutgers University to
play Division 1 baseball with the
Scarlett Knights next year.

“I remember being in my grandma’s
house in Edison and going out in the
backyard to throw the wiffleball,”
said the senior at Oratory Prep, a
Roman Catholic school for boys in
Summit.

Danny said he is happy about his
decision, which was an easy one to
make. His father, Dan is a Rutgers
grad. “We’re thrilled that he will be

close to home. I don’t think I’ve
missed five of his games total in my
life,” his father said.

But selecting Rutgers was Danny’s
decision. “Coach Fred Hill has the
reputation of being one of the best
coaches in college baseball,” the se-
nior said, “so he would be the one to
get me to the next level if I want to
pursue it as a career.”

After a personal visit to Rutgers
last summer, Danny knew it was the
place for him. “Everyone was so
friendly and inviting, I knew I could
fit in there.”

Perrine plays third base for Ora-
tory Prep, but he is also an accom-
plished pitcher with a record of 9-1.

Although he has not declared a
major, Perrine is leaning toward psy-
chology or communications.

Karen Clarkson for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ON A SCORING FRENZY…Senior Captain Seth Davidson, No. 13, scored four
goals to lead the 7-7-2 Westfield Blue Devil ice hockey team to an 8-2 victory over
South Brunswick on January 25.

FSPY Gymnasts Place Well
At Madison Area Y Meet

The Fanwood-Scotch Plains Y
(FSPY) gymnastics A and B Division
teams earned many awards at the
Madison Area YMCA on January 14.

Senior Jenna Skoller was the top
scorer for the FSPY A team, taking
second place all-around, along with
top honors on the uneven bars. She
also took second on floor exercises.
Gina Pelosi captured first on vault
and fifth all-around. Tying for fifth
all-around, Hannah Kronick placed

third on floor exercises. Sammy
Mazzucco and Patty Matejek (sec-
ond on uneven bars) tied for sixth all-
around.

In the 13U A Group, Alivia
DeMaria and Olivia Dunham com-
peted with DeMaria winning on vault,
placing second on floor exercise and
third all-around.

Nine gymnasts represented the F-
SP YMCA in the ‘B’ Division.

In the 11U B Division group, Kacie
Bumiller captured second all-around,
first on the unevens, fourth on vault
and sixth on floor exercise. Zoe Stein,
who took second on unevens, fourth
on floor and fifth on vault, placed
third all-around.

12-13 group: Lisa Matrale captured
first all-around, first on both vault
and floor exercise, second on balance
beam and third on unevens. Kaitlyn
Frey placed second all-around, first
on beam and second on vault, uneven
bars and floor exercise. Alexa Uvino
grabbed first on unevens, second on
vault and fourth on floor.

14+ group: Victoria Shack took
third all-around, fourth on beam, floor
exercise and unevens, and fifth on
vault. Allison Zeller took second on
beam and fifth on floor. Allison Lasher
took third on unevens, fifth on beam
and sixth on vault. Kelsey Herbig
placed fourth on vault and unevens.

Summit HS to Have
New Football Coach

John Liberato, presently a physical
education teacher, assistant football
coach and head winter and spring
track coach at New Providence High
School, was appointed new head foot-
ball coach and physical education
teacher at Summit High School.

Liberato was also a head football
coach, assistant baseball coach and
wrestling coach at Hanover Park High
School for eight years. He was also
head wrestling coach and assistant
football and softball coach at
Parsippany High School for six years.

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

PLANNING BOARD

Please take notice that on February 21,
2007 at 7:30 PM at the Fanwood Borough
Hall, located at 75 North Martine Avenue,
Fanwood, New Jersey, the Planning Board
will hold a hearing on the application of the
undersigned. The property in question is
located at: 22 Oakwood Court, Fanwood,
New Jersey, also known as Block 43 Lot 4,
as shown on the Fanwood Tax Map, owned
by Patricia and Thomas Plante.

The applicant requests a bulk vari-
ance for room addition which is in violation
of Section 184-110E(5) of the Fanwood
Land Use Code. Variance Requested: bulk;
Permitted: 10 feet; Present: 8.44 feet; Pro-
posed: 7.66 feet.

The applicant will also seek such other
relief as may be determined necessary at
the public hearing based upon review of
the application or amendment(s) to the
application.

The file pertaining to this application
is available for public inspection during
normal business hours (9 AM - 2 PM,
Tuesday-Friday) from the Secretary of the
Planning Board at the Administration Of-
fice of the Borough of Fanwood at 75 North
Martine Avenue, Fanwood, New Jersey.

Any interested party may appear at
said hearing and participate therein in
accordance with the rules of the Fanwood
Planning Board.

Applicant:
Patricia and Thomas Plante

22 Oakwood Court
Fanwood, New Jersey 07023

1 T - 2/1/07, The Times Fee: $33.15

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

BOARD OF EDUCATION

NOTICE TO BIDDERS

Sealed proposals will be received by the
Board of Education of the Westfield School
District, Union County, New Jersey, at the
Board of Education, 302 Elm Street,
Westfield, New Jersey, for the following
supplies, equipment or services:

BID FOR:
B08-03 HEALTH & TRAINER

SUPPLIES FOR THE
2007-2008 SCHOOL YEAR

BIDS DUE:
MARCH 12, 2007 AT 1:00 PM

The bids will be received at the Admin-
istration Building, 302 Elm Street,
Westfield, New Jersey 07090, on the date
and at the time indicated, and then publicly
opened and read aloud.

Bids must be in strict compliance with
specifications. Specifications may be se-
cured from, Purchasing Office 302 Elm
Street, Westfield, New Jersey 07090 (908)
789-4407. Bids must be made on the
proposal forms in the manner designated.
Proposals must be endorsed on the out-
side of the sealed envelope, with the name
of the bidder, the bidder’s address and
the name of the supplies, equipment, or
services for which the bid is submitted. It is
understood and agreed that proposals may
be delivered before the time or at the place
specified for opening.  The Board of Edu-
cation assumes no responsibility for bids
mailed or misdirected in delivery.

The Board of Education of the Town of
Westfield, in Union County, New Jersey,
reserves the right to accept or reject any
and/or all bids for the whole or any part and
waive any informalities in the interest of
the Board of Education. No bid may be
withdrawn for a period of sixty (60) days
after the date set for the opening thereof.

Bidding shall be in conformance with the
applicable requirements of
N.J.S.A.18A:18A-1 et.seq., pertaining to
the “Public School Contracts Law”.

Bidders are required to comply with the
requirements of Affirmative Action Regu-
lations of P.L. 1975, C.127, (NJAC 17:27).

BIDDERS NOTE: Each bid shall be
accompanied by a bid bond, cashier’s
check or certified check made payable to
the Westfield Board of Education, for ten
percent (10%) of the amount of the total
bid, however, not to exceed $20,000.

By order of the Town of Westfield Board
of Education, Union County, New Jersey.

Robert A. Berman
Board Secretary

1 T - 2/1/07, The Leader Fee: $53.04

PUBLIC NOTICE
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY

CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY

DOCKET NO. F-852-07
FILE NO. 13424-0150

NOTICE TO ABSENT DEFENDANTS

STATE OF NEW JERSEY TO:
ROSANA THOMAS

You are hereby summoned and required
to serve upon Parker McCay P.A., plaintiff's
attorneys, whose address is Three
Greentree Centre, 7001 Lincoln Drive
West, P.O. Box 974, Marlton, New Jersey
08053-0974, an answer to the Complaint
and any Amendments thereof filed in a
civil action, in which US Bank, National
Association, as trustee by Specialized Loan
Servicing, LLC, Attorney in Fact, is plain-
tiff, and defendants are Rosana Thomas,
et al., pending in the Superior Court of
New Jersey, Chancery Division, Union
County and bearing the Docket No. F-852-
07 within 35 days after Thursday, Febru-
ary 1, 2007, exclusive of such date. If you
fail to do so, judgment by default may be
rendered against you for the relief de-
manded in the Complaint and Amend-
ment, if any. You shall file an answer and
proof of service in duplicate with the Clerk
of the Superior Court, Hughes Justice
Complex, C.N. 971, Trenton, New Jersey
08625, in accordance with the rules of civil
practice and procedure.

If you are unable to obtain an attorney,
you may communicate with the New Jer-
sey State Bar Association by calling toll
free 800-792-8315. You may also contact
the Lawyer Referral Service of the county
in which you reside by calling (908) 353-
4715. If you cannot afford an attorney, you
may communicate with the Legal Services
office of the county in which you reside by
calling (908) 354-4340.

The action has been instituted for the
purpose of foreclosing a mortgage dated
October 26, 2004, made by Rosana Tho-
mas, as mortgagor, and payable to Ameri-
can Fidelity Mortgage Corp. d/b/a AFM
Mortgage Corp., as mortgagee, recorded
on November 8, 2004 in the Union County
Clerk’s Office in Mortgage Book M10914,
page 357. Said Mortgage was subse-
quently assigned to Plaintiff herein.

The property being foreclosed is com-
monly known as 626 Summit Avenue,
Kenilworth, New Jersey.

YOU, ROSANA THOMAS have been
made a defendant for any interest you
may have in the subject premises be-
cause you executed plaintiff’s note and
mortgage and are the owner of the mort-
gaged property and for any lien, claim or
interest you may have in, to or against the
mortgaged premises, including any own-
ership interest.
Dated: January 24, 2007

THEODORE J. FETTER, Clerk
of the Superior Court of New Jersey

PARKER McCAY P.A.
Three Greentree Centre
7001 Lincoln Drive West, P.O. Box 974
Marlton, New Jersey 08053-0974
1 T - 2/1/07, The Leader Fee: $60.69

WF Ices S. Brunswick
In Ice Hockey, 8-2

The 7-7-2 Westfield High School
ice hockey team whipped 0-11
South Brunswick, 8-2, at Warinanco
Arena in Roselle on January 25.
Seth Davidson flicked in four goals,
Jimmy Bender netted two goals and
three assists and Craig Esposito had
a goal and four assists.

WESTFIELD OFFICE  •  209 CENTRAL AVENUE  •  908-233-5555

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

©2007 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

COLDWELL BANKER
EX PE R I E N C E,  TRU S T,  RE L I A B I L I T Y SE RV I C E&

FRANK D. ISOLDI
Broker / Sales Associate

NJAR Circle of Excellence Sales Award: 1993-2005
Platinum Level: 2003-2005
Direct Dial: 908-301-2038

#1 Listing Agent - Westfield Office 2004-2005

920 Minisink Way, Westfield $1,699,900
Stately brick front expanded ranch nestled on beautifully landscaped property set on a knoll in Indian Forest featuring a covered front
porch leading to an entry Foyer which opens to a spacious Living Room w/fireplace; Formal Dining Room; sunny Family Room;
beautifully updated Kitchen w/center island, top of the line appliances and breakfast room with sliders to a wonderful slate patio.
The first floor boasts 3 Bedrooms and 2 ½ baths; the second floor has 2 additional Bedrooms and 2 full baths, including a magnificent
new master.  The ground level has a large Recreation Room w/fireplace; Laundry; Play Room; powder room and access to an
oversized 2 car garage.  This sophisticated home is truly ready to move-in!  WSF0038

UNDER CONTRACT

weichert.com

Weichert

WESTFIELD OFFICE / 185 Elm Street / 908-654-7777

weichert.com

Weic he r t

Weic he r t

Weic he r t

Invite Phyllis in,
and she’ll bring results!

Call For
More Information!

OPEN HOUSE: SUN. 2/4  12-4PM

Phyllis Stern

WESTFIELD . . . Unique 1982 Contemporary corner home
featuring ¾ bedrooms, 2 ½ baths, private 1st floor master bedroom
suite, inviting courtyard, beamed ceilings, hardwood floors
throughout, custom built-ins galore.  Conveniently located to
downtown and so much more.  $999,000  DIR: E. Broad to Stanley
Ave. rt St. Marks #555 (052001656)
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     Please call me for your private showing. 
 

              Beth Sullivan, Sales Associate  
                908-578-3812, Direct Dial 

                NJAR Circle of Excellence, Silver Level 2004 , 2005 

 
 
     Westfield Office  ·  600 North Avenue, West  ·  908-233-0065 

This stunning & enchanting Victorian, completely renovated in 2004 to the highest stan-
dard, beautifully illustrates a harmonious weaving of exquisite antique artistry with mod-
ern luxuries. The interior glows with gleaming hardwood floors, marvelous period details, 
exceptional moldings, high ceilings, CAC & numerous quality updates. Entrée to this 
home is granted via a lovely wrap-around porch opening to a splendid foyer and living 
room. The family room, added in 2004, opens to the outstanding new gourmet kitchen; 
equipped with Viking appliances & every amenity you could wish for… just moments from  
Westfield’s excellent schools, town & NYC transportation. Presented for $1,195.000 

Faith A. Maricic
Sales Associate
Direct Dial: 908-301-2029
www.NJTopHomes.com RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

“You Gotta Have Faith”

© 2007 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

COLDWELL BANKER
Westfield Office • 209 Central Avenue • 908 233-5555

Open House: Sunday, February 4th 1-4 pm
401 Orchard Street

Cranford . . . Remember when homes had wide wrap around porches, high ceilings,
French Doors, beautiful woodwork,  & stained glass windows?  This authentic 6
Bedroom, 2.5 Bath Victorian is an architectural masterpiece, rich in detail & steeped
in History.  It boasts a generous Family Room addition that overlooks a large
yard.  Set on a  picturesque 75 x 175 lot, this handsome Victorian  is just a short
distance to the charming downtown, NYC Train, Elementary School and Cranford
High School.  This Circa 1890 residence is built to last with classic beauty.  Call
today for your private showing.  Offered at $869,900.

The Perfect Fit
Springfield . . . Designed with distinction the open floor plan dramatizes the versatile
interior. This meticulously maintained  2+ Bedroom, 3.5 Bath townhome is situated in
the prestigious Park Place Complex which offers easy access to the nearby downtown
areas of Westfield and Cranford. The sun-flooded Living Room boasts skylights, a
vaulted ceiling and gleaming hardwood floors. The recently updated kitchen has granite
countertops and newer appliances. The 1st Floor Family Room feautures custom built-
in bookcases that flank the fireplace. To top it all off, the basement has been beautifully
finished with a Media Room, Teen Suite, and a Full Bath.  With no snow to shovel and
no grass to mow, Life is more fun at Park Place!  Offered at $499,900

Cranford . . . Located on a picturesque street in the College Estates Section,
this three bedroom ranch boasts a park-like  85’ x 150’ lot. Just one block to
Brookside Elementary School, two blocks to Nomahegan Park & three blocks
to Cranford High School, this beautiful home could not be more convenient or
have a better location. This 8 Room Residence offers 3 Bedrooms, 2 Full
Bathrooms, and an enormous sunny Family Room. If your goal is to have
everything on one floor, even the Laundry Room, look no further!  This well
maintained home is priced at $635,000.

College Estates

BETTY LYNCH
Broker / Sales Associate

CELL: 908-419-5141
bettlync@att.net

©2007 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.  Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark of Coldwell Banker Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company.  Equal Housing Opportunity.  Owned and Operated by NRT, Inc.

WESTFIELD OFFICE     209 CENTRAL AVENUE     908-233-5555

Scotch Plains . . . Location, Location, Location . . .
Nestled on a winding, tree-lined street, this spec-
tacular center hall colonial offers a welcoming curb
appeal!  Gracious LR w/FRPL, DR defined by solid
wood wainscoting, Country Kitchen overlooking
wooded property, Library and FR w/French doors
to custom deck.  4 BRs, 2.1 baths, fenced yard and
minutes to NYC transportation.  Immediate Occu-
pancy.  Coles School.  $769,900  WSF1041

Westfield . . . Traditional, brick center hall colonial
residence with wonderful curb appeal.  Convenient
location within walking to town, school and
transportation.  Formal 21’ entry hall, gracious
living room with wood-burning fireplace.  Formal
dining room, updated eat-in kitchen with wood
cabinetry, Corian counters and oversized bay
window overlooking the patio and spacious
backyard.  Family room plus den on the first floor.
Five bedrooms, 2 full and 2 half baths, attached
garage, central air and finished recreation room
complete this charming home.  Ready for immediate
occupancy.  Offered at $975,000.  WSF0923

© 2007 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.

An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE   

Westfield Office • 209 Central Avenue  • 908-233-5555

NJAR Circle of Excellence Award
Gold Level: 1997-2004, Platinum: 2005
Direct Line: (908) 301-2052
Email: Mary.McEnerney@cbmoves.com

209 CENTRAL AVENUE

WESTFIELD, NJ 07090
(908) 233-5555 EXT. 189

Mary McEnerney, CRS, GRI, SRES

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

© 2007 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, 2/4 • 1-4PM
320 North Chestnut Street, Westfield

This charming English Colonial is conveniently located to downtown Westfield, the train station and Wilson School. With
original chestnut woodwork and refinished hardwood floors, the first floor offers an Entry Foyer, a lovely Living Room with
a brick fireplace and built-ins and a formal Dining Room with sliders to the backyard Trex deck. The updated Kitchen features
a built-in breakfast nook and maple cabinetry. The second level includes a Master Bedroom with a walk-in closet and refinished
hardwood floors, two additional Bedrooms and a Full Bath. A Recreation Room, Powder Room and a Laundry Room are located
in the finished basement. Recent improvements ~ Central air, high efficiency boiler, hot water heater, roof, exterior paint and
much more. All this on professionally landscaped property with a detached garage. Offered for $629,000.
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RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

WESTFIELD OFFICE

209 CENTRAL AVENUE

908-233-5555, EXT. 169
DIRECT LINE: 908-301-2015

email: hye-young@att.net
Contact Hye-Young Choi Today for the Perfect Home!

© 2007 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

Hye-Young Choi
#1 Realtor in the Westfield Office - 2005

Top Associate, Total Production - 11 Years!

Westfield . . . Buontempo Homes presents this well appointed luxury home w/11 RMS, 5 BR, 5 ½ BTH in the Indian
Forest area. This stately Colonial offers the finest in living space (approx 7400 sg.ft. inc finished lower
level).Noteworthy features: MBR suite w/2 frplc & custom wlk-in closet, 2 story Great Rm w/ frplc, access to
expansive mahogany deck & French drs to SUNRM. 20ft. deluxe KIT w/Brook Custom Cabinets, granite, butler’s
pantry & BRKFT nook.  Living & Dining Rm w/accented ceilings, Library, guest suite,  3 CAR GRGE, exquisite
landscape & interior molding package.    $2,995,000    WSF0905

Westfield…Magnificent custom 5 BR, 4 full, 3 half BTH Tudor built by Stone Creek on prestigious Highland Ave. The
finest architectural detail and craftsmanship. Coffered ceilings, archways, 5 fireplaces, exquisite millwork, old world
wainscoting, hardwood floors throughout. Spectacular gourmet kitchen with superior appliances w/adjacent family room
w/stone frplc. Fabulous walk-out basement offers, guest suite, English pub, temperature controlled wine cellar and great
room w/fireplace. 3 stop elevator, 10ft ceil, 4 Zn HT & CAC.     $2,850,000     WSF0136

Mountainside . . . Private country setting, 1.77 acres on Hillside Ave with guest cottage.  Unique Victorian w/ 4/5 BR, 3 1/
2  BTH   . Spacious rooms w/antique charm and ambiance. Elegant foyer opens to LR with floor to ceiling wndw & frplc,
Family RM w/frplc, new sunroom, holiday size Dining Rm and new gourmet kitchen & powder RM and new master suite
w/large MBTH. Noteworthy features inc: high ceilings, wood floors, deep accent moldings, tall windows, central air,
newer master BTH, 2 tiered DK w/hot tub, gingerbread trim, porte cochere, circular drive.      $2,200,000    WSF0041

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

PLANNING BOARD

Please take notice that on Wednesday,
February 21, 2007 at 7:30 at the Fanwood
Borough Hall, located at 75 North Martine
Avenue, Fanwood, New Jersey, the Plan-
ning Board will hold a hearing on the
application of the undersigned. The prop-
erty in question is located at:39 St. John’s
Place, Fanwood, New Jersey, also known
as Block 20 Lot 10, as shown on the
Fanwood Tax Map, owned by Nicholas
and Colleen Nitti.

The applicant requests an addition on
the house, which   is in violation of:

Section  184-110 of the Fanwood Land
Use Code; Variance Requested: street
side yard setback  Permitted 30 feet;
Present 24.11 feet;  Proposed 11.92 feet.

Section 184-110 of the Fanwood Land
Use Code; Variance Requested: rear yard
setback; Permitted 25 feet; Present 24.21
feet; proposed, 24.21 feet.

The applicant will also seek such other
relief as may be determined necessary at
the public hearing based upon review of
the application or amendment(s) to the
application.

The file pertaining to this application is
available for public inspection during nor-
mal business hours from the Secretary of
the Planning Board at the  Administration
Office of the Borough of Fanwood at 75
North Martine Avenue, Fanwood, New
Jersey.

Any interested party may appear at said
hearing and participate therein in accor-
dance with the Rules of the Fanwood
Planning Board.

Nicholas and Colleen Nitti
39 St. Johns Place

Fanwood, New Jersey 07023
1 T - 2/1/07, The Times Fee: $36.72

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

INVITATION TO BID

Sealed proposals will be received by the
Town of Westfield in the Council Cham-
bers at the Municipal Building, 425 East
Broad Street, Westfield, New Jersey, at
10:00 AM prevailing time on Tuesday,
February 27, 2007 for the

“2007 VARIOUS STREET IM-
PROVEMENTS IN THE TOWN
OF WESTFIELD, NEW JER-
SEY”.

The work under this Proposal includes
the furnishing of all labor, materials and
equipment necessary to complete the work
as shown on the Contract Drawings and
described in the Contract Specifications,
and Proposals shall be in accordance with
such Drawings and Specifications and the
terms proposed in the Contract.

The major items of work under this con-
tract include, but are not limited to, the
following in estimated quantities:

4,770 linear feet of Granite Block Curb-
ing

160 cubic yards of Roadway Excavation
365 tons of 4 inch thick Bituminous Con-

crete Stabilized Base Course
8,390 square yards of 2 inch thick Hot

Mix Asphalt Surface Course
1,850 square feet of 4 inch thick Con-

crete Walk
4,680 square feet of 6 inch thick Con-

crete Walk
Proposals shall be in writing on the forms

furnished and must be delivered at the
place and before the hour above men-
tioned, and must be accompanied by a
certified check or bid bond payable to the

Town of Westfield in an amount equal to at
least ten percent (10%) of the base amount
of the bid, but not less than $500.00 nor
more than $20,000.00. Each bid must also
be accompanied by a Surety Company
Certificate stating that said Surety Com-
pany would provide the bidder with the
required Performance bond in the full
amount of the Contract, by a Non-Collu-
sion Affidavit and a Contractor’s Qualifica-
tion Statement, Statement of Ownership,
on the forms included in and explained in
the contract documents.

All bidders must submit with their bid
a copy of their New Jersey Business
Registration Certificate. Failure to sub-
mit proof of registration will disqualify
the bid.

Bidders are required to comply with the
requirements of N.J.S.A. 10:5-31 et seq.
and N.J.A.C. 17:27 and must pay work-
men the prevailing wage rates promul-
gated by the New Jersey State Depart-
ment of Labor and Industry for this project,
copies of which are on file in the Office of
the Town engineer.

Plans and specifications may be seen or
procured at the office of the Town Engi-
neer, Public Works Center, 959 North Av-
enue West, Westfield, New Jersey. The
non-refundable cost of contract documents
is $75.00 made payable to the Town of
Westfield, which must be paid in cash or
certified check. The Mayor and Council
reserve the right to reject any bid, and to
waive any informality in any bid, if in the
interest of the Town; it is deemed advis-
able to do so.

Kenneth B. Marsh
Town Engineer

1 T - 2/1/07, The Leader Fee: $66.81

PUBLIC NOTICE

Legal AdvertisingLegal Advertising

© 2007 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.

An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

Luxury Has No Limits 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Imagine a sparkling new custom home with an expansive, flowing floor plan 
incorporating grand rooms crafted with magazine quality details which impart the 
ambiance of an inherited estate property. Master builder Stone Creek has spared no 
expense to create this dream home on a gorgeous rolling property in the prestigious 
Indian Forest section of Westfield. Infused with magnificent millwork, stunning 
stone and tile, luxury fixtures and fittings, furniture style cabinetry, intricate ceiling 
designs. Light and bright, with ten-foot ceilings on the first floor, extensive lighting 
scheme, and oversized windows. Jaw dropping kitchen appointed with every 
conceivable amenity, five-star Master Suite, four additional bedrooms, each with full 
bath, English pub room, wine cellar and Media Room with a fireplace……$2,950,000.   
Visit www.GraceRappa.com and click on My Listings for an interactive virtual tour. 
     

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

   

Westfield Office • 209 Central Avenue  • 908-233-5555

Direct: 908-301-2019

Cell: 908-770-4411

email: grace.rappa@cbmoves.com

“Top 1% of 64,000
 Coldwell Banker Agents Nationwide”

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

Jayne Bernstein
Sales Associate

NJAR Circle of Excellence Sales Award: 1997-2005
Direct Line: (908) 301-2006
Cell Phone: (908) 403-9330

E-mail: jaynebernstein@aol.com

WESTFIELD OFFICE  •  209 CENTRAL AVENUE  •  (908) 233-5555

COLDWELL BANKER
EX PE R I E N C E,  TRU S T,  RE L I A B I L I T Y SE RV I C E&

© 2007 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

New Listing: The Chelmsford 260 Prospect Street

This bright and sunny unit features freshly painted 2 bedrooms and 2 full baths. Enter through open foyer to  the eat-in
kitchen or the living room with a fireplace.  Master Bedroom suite features full bath, dressing area including a walk-in
closet. Separate area for washer and dryer. Enjoy the convenience of the nearby elevator.  Plenty of storage with 2 garages
each with storage as well as storage in the common area!  Walking distance to downtown Westfield, train station and
top-rated schools.  Call for an appointment today!   WSF0066

WESTFIELD $659,000

Open House:
Sunday Feb. 4th, 12pm - 3pm

17 Mountainview Drive, Mountainside

This Classic 3/4 Bedroom Center Hall Colonial is located in one of Mountainside’s
most desired neighborhoods.  Formal Living and Dining rooms are elegantly appointed
with detailed trim and hardwood floors.  A library, Eat-in Kitchen, powder room den/
bedroom with full bath, and conservatory complete this fantastic layout.  The second
floor boasts three bedrooms including the Master Suite with a sitting area, fireplace,
walk in closets and spa like retreat.  A finished basement also includes a fireplace, half
bath, and 2-car built in garage.  $1,479,000.

This rare opportunity won’t last long!
 Please call 908 591 6283 for more details!



A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES Thursday, February 1, 2007 Page 21

WESTFIELD…..New listing! Exceptional 2 family. If you care 

about quality then this is a must see! There are 6 rooms , 3 

bedrooms and 2 baths in each unit. An additional bedroom/office 

and full bath are on the basement level. Many improvements 

include driveway, front steps, walks, first floor deck, CAC, 

replacement windows and more. A wonderful opportunity, Very 

close  to town and train. 

Offered for $765,000 
 

For additional information or a private tour, please call: 

                                      

              Patricia Connolly 
                  Sales Associate 

        Direct Dial: (908) 233-6156 
          Patricia-connolly@burgdorff.com 

 

 

 
 
600 North Avenue West     Westfield, NJ 07090   (908) 233-0065 

 
Owned and operated by NRT Incorporated 

For additional information or a private tour, please call: 
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NJAR Circle of Excellence—2006 Gold Award 
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600 North Avenue West   Westfield, NJ 07090 
Office:  (908) 233-0065 

Owned and operated by NRT Incorporated. 
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 OPEN HOUSE~SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 4TH ~ 1-4 PM 

Westfield:
Susan J. and Thomas D. Cherin to

Timothy A. and Denene A. Shockley,
854 Standish Avenue, $1,241,000.

Joel B. and June A. Chernetz to
Leo C. and Sandra White Jr., 310
Edgewood Avenue, $859,000.

Coleman 523, LLC to Scott P. Orr
and Carmen Mak, 523 Coleman
Place, $1,400,000.

Michael Mahoney, LLC to Francis
J. and Patricia A. Maxwell, 561 Edgar
Road, $1,350,000.

Needlepoint Homes, LLC to Eric
J. and Amy M. Judka, 568 First Street,
$750,000.

Helen Streiff Dobbins to Eric W.
and Maria L. Gerckens and Ronald
and Cynthia Gerckens, 12 Mohawk
Trail, $475,000.

Scott and Julie Stewart to Alison L.
Dallenbach and William O. Carey,

Recent Home Sales

408 Dudley Avenue, East, $660,000.
Frederick G. and Elizabeth M.

Hansen, III to Evan and Shari
Blumstein, 572 Sherwood Parkway,
$615,000.

Emil Vogel and Adrienne Soricelli-
Vogel to Renee Halowka and Ralph
A. Rapuano, Jr., 649 Hyslip Avenue,
$839,000.

Messercola Bros. Bldg. Co., Inc. to
Christopher R. and Ann R. Hollins,
303 Park Street, $1,435,000.

Andrew J. and Regina M. Calcagno
to Eduardo and Joyann Lara, 8 Vil-
lage Circle, $575,000.

Paul E. Palumbo and Janis Allard
Palumbo to David and Sheila McCann,
230 Edgewood Avenue, $700,000.

Charles Pijanowski to Donald and
Cynthia Readlinger, 615 Elm Street,
$2,000,000.

Tracy Tener to Louis and Carin
Peluso, 240 Clark Street, $699,900.

American Telephone and Telegraph
Co., % AT&T to Warren K. and Eliza-
beth C. Hanscom and Thomas C.
Hanscom, 732 East Broad Street,
$400,000.

John H. and Sharon A. Lies to Tara
Carino, 750 Central Avenue,
$310,000.

Emanuel J. Psyhojos and Elizabeth
A. Psyhojos to Abbe L. Weissman-
Rosenthal, 725 Norman Place,
$999,995.

Eric and Maria Gerckens to John

Robison, 1023 Tice Place, $737,000.
Lourdes Perez to Howard W. and

Leah R. Jarvis, III, 7 Tamaques Way,
$570,000.

Raymond P. and Carol M. Sapienza
to Armando D’Errico, 1266 Rahway
Avenue, $430,000.

Justin Bruce, LLC to Todd and
Nela D’Agosta, 209 Massachusetts
Street, $1,450,000.

Union County Freeholders Must
Cut Waste and Political Spending

Even with dire economic reports about
New Jersey’s economy, the all-Demo-
crat Union County Freeholder Board
continues to spend, spend, spend. County
officials blame the taxpayers for a $15
million increase on such programs as
Meals on Wheels for seniors, a prescrip-
tion drug program, outdoor concerts and
new parks, but have failed to control
rising overtime budgets and consider
reductions in unnecessary expenditures
and political jobs.

A few questions come to mind about
these justifications for the latest tax hike.
Does it really take $15 million to fund
these programs – wasn’t the prescription
drug program merely a pass-through pro-
gram that wasn’t supposed to cost county
government anything? Exactly how much
has the Meals on Wheels program in-
creased from 2006?

Concerts? Didn’t many current and
former big political donors make big con-
tributions to fund these extravagant events
that included free-wheeling VIP tents
complete with booze and catered spreads
for contributors and elected officials? Why
are taxpayers footing the bill?

New parks? Aren’t the millions we
pay in open space taxes enough to pay
for new parks, or are those funds being
eaten up by a bloated administrative pro-
cess and questionable use of the funding
for bricks and mortar projects?

It is time for Union County govern-
ment to do more with less. They can start
with the following:

Go back to every department head and
require them to submit two additional
proposed budgets, reducing their expen-
ditures by 5 percent and 10 percent,
respectively – only then will we see
where the fat is.

Eliminate the use of county-owned
vehicles for anyone other than public
safety personnel.

Require all contractors for legal and
other professional services to contract as
independent contractors – no non-full-
time professional should have health ben-
efits or receive pension contributions.

Eliminate all out-of-state travel by free-
holders or county employees unless the
meeting specifically relates to public
safety – no more junkets on the taxpayer’s
dime.

Audit the business expenses of all
freeholders and employees.

Enact a real hiring and pay freeze that
recognizes the sputtering New Jersey
economy and increasing property tax
burden on our senior citizens and all the
residents of Union County.

Phil Morin
RCUC Chairman (GOP)

Reading is Good For You

goleader.com/subscribe

Another Letter to the Editor
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4

Author to Spotlight
Local Black History

WESTFIELD – The Genealogical
Society of the West Fields will present
a program on Thursday, February 8,
highlighting contributions by black
Americans from Union County.

It will be held at 1 p.m. in the
Westfield Memorial Library Program
Room, located at 550 East Broad
Street in Westfield.

Guest speaker Ethel M. Washing-
ton will discuss her book, entitled
“Union County Black Americans,”
which was published in 2004. It of-
fers a glimpse into the struggles and
triumphs of local blacks from the first
days of English rule to contemporary
times.

She also will speak about new in-
formation she has learned since the
book was published, as well as about
blacks from the Westfield area.

Ms. Washington serves as history
programs coordinator for the Union
County Division of Cultural and
Heritage Affairs and is a 30-year
collector of black art and artifacts. In
1993, she established the African-
American Design Archive of the
Cooper-Hewitt Museum at the
Smithsonian Institution.

The public is invited and refresh-
ments will be served. For additional
information, please call Elizabeth
Youngs at (908) 276-7104.

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

© 2007 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.   An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

Westfield Office

209 Central Avenue

908-233-5555

A stately center hall colonial built in 2006 bears all the signs of local premier builder Tom Colicchio’s trademark
attention to detail. The gracious foyer, entered via the unique framed beadboard double entry doors on the columned
covered porch, features an impressive pair of archways with intricate trimwork and moldings. One leads into the sunlit
coffered ceiling living room with transom-topped windows while the other barrel arch opens into the formal dining
room with its nearly full length bay window and diagonal hardwood floor with contrasting border. The enormous
custom cherry kitchen with sparkling granite counter tops is sure to be the centerpiece of any entertaining with its large
center island breakfast bar and butler’s galley adjacent to the beautiful and open family room with gas fireplace.
Sliders in both the family room and kitchen bring the outdoors in. A fifth bedroom or office with an oversized closet is
just steps away from a spectacular full bath with furniture style vanity and tumbled marble step-in shower. A dramatic
staircase leads from the entrance foyer to the third floor bonus room.  $1,789,900. WSF0947

SUSAN E. DINAN, SRES
Sales Associate
NJAR Circle of Excellence 1985-2004

CELL: 908-400-3918
susan.dinan@cbmoves.com
www.susandinan.com

Traditional and Elegant

Sen. Kean Sponsors Legislation
For New Car Fuel Efficiency

TRENTON – The New Jersey
State Senate Environment Commit-
tee approved a bill (S-1938) that
would provide a sales and use tax
exemption for the sale of new cars
based on federal fuel economy rat-
ings. The exemption applies only to
the sale of new cars with a highway
miles-per-gallon efficiency of 35 or
higher. Senator Tom Kean, Jr. (LD-
21) sponsored the bill.

“This is important legislation that
will provide a substantial incentive
for New Jersey motorists to pur-
chase fuel efficient cars. By making
the purchase of hybrids, electric and
fuel efficient cars more attractive to
the consumer, we can take a major
step toward reducing our reliance
on unstable foreign sources of oil,
while reducing the production of
greenhouse gases that contribute to
global warming,” said Mr. Kean,
who is a co-sponsor of the bi-parti-
san “Global Warming Response
Act” to reduce greenhouse gas emis-
sions to 1990 levels by the year
2020.

Mr. Kean was also the original
Assembly sponsor of the Clean Air
Act. This legislation (S-1938) is
part of a package of bills sponsored
by the senator to promote energy
independence, combat global warm-
ing, create new domestic sources of
alternative fuels and encourage en-
ergy conservation in the public and

private sectors.
Mr. Kean’s package of alternative

fuel legislation also includes:
S-1937 – Allows a gross income

tax credit for the incremental cost
of an alternative fuel vehicle.

S-1939 – Allows credit against
corporation business tax or gross
income tax for 50 percent of cost of
constructing facilities for sale of
certain alternate fuel.

S-1940 – Provides credit under
corporation business tax and gross
income tax for construction of build-
ings in accordance with certain en-
ergy and environmental perfor-
mance standards.

S-1941 – Requires DEP to com-
mission study of use of cellulosic
ethanol as fuel.

S-1942 – Requires DOT to create
map showing refueling facilities
where alternative fuel is dispensed.

“The sales tax exemption on fuel
efficient cars will lower gasoline
purchase costs for New Jersey driv-
ers, help reduce our demand for
fuel and take a major step toward
reversing the damage done to the
environment from the emission of
greenhouse gases caused from the
burning of fossil fuels. The bill also
sends an encouraging message to
automobile manufacturers to con-
tinue in their efforts to produce new
cars with improved fuel efficiency,”
said Mr. Kean.
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Edwin James
RENOVATION SVCS.
•Bathroom Renovations

•Wood & Laminate Flooring

•Trim & Tiling

•Interior Painting

•Repairs

•Light Construction & More

732-887-4369

CLASSIFIEDS

PUBLIC NOTICE
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY

CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY

DOCKET NO. F-1072-07
FILE NO. 13424-0152

NOTICE TO ABSENT DEFENDANTS

STATE OF NEW JERSEY TO:
CARLOS NETO AND

MRS. CARLOS NETO, HIS WIFE
You are hereby summoned and required

to serve upon Parker McCay P.A., plaintiff’s
attorneys, whose address is Three
Greentree Centre, 7001 Lincoln Drive
West, P.O. Box 974, Marlton, New Jersey
08053-3292, an answer to the Complaint
and any Amendments thereof filed in a
civil action, in which U.S. Bank National
Association, as Trustee, by Specialized
Loan Servicing, LLC, Attorney in Fact, is
plaintiff, and defendants are Carlos Neto,
et al., pending in the Superior Court of
New Jersey, Chancery Division, Union
County and bearing the Docket No. F-
1072-07 within 35 days after Thursday,
February 1, 2007, exclusive of such date.
If you fail to do so, judgment by default may
be rendered against you for the relief de-
manded in the Complaint. You shall file an
answer and proof of service in duplicate
with the Clerk of the Superior Court,
Hughes Justice Complex, 25 West Market
Street, P.O. Box 971, Trenton, New Jer-
sey 08625, in accordance with the rules of
civil practice and procedure.

If you are unable to obtain an attorney,
you may communicate with the New Jer-
sey State Bar Association by calling (732)
249-5000. You may also contact the Law-
yer Referral Service of the county in which
you reside by calling (908) 353-4715. If
you cannot afford an attorney, you may
communicate with the Legal Services of-
fice of the county in which you reside by
calling (908) 354-4340.

The action has been instituted for the
purpose of foreclosing a mortgage dated
October 5, 2005 made by Carlos Neto as
mortgagor and Altivus Financial, LLC, as
mortgagee, recorded on October 21, 2005
in the office of the Union County Clerk in
Mortgage Book 11406, page 0053, as
Instrument No. 378312, which was subse-
quently assigned to plaintiff.

The property being foreclosed is com-
monly known as 122 Bailey Avenue, Hill-
side, New Jersey.

YOU, CARLOS NETO, have been made
a defendant for any interest you may have
in the subject premises because you ex-
ecuted plaintiff’s mortgage and are the
record owner, and for any lien, claim or
interest you may have in, to or against the
mortgaged premises.

YOU, MRS. CARLOS NETO, HIS WIFE,
have been made a defendant for any
curtesy/dower interest you may have in
the subject premises by reason of the fact
that you are married to Carlos Neto, if such
marriage has transpired or does in fact
exist and for any lien, claim or interest you
may have in, to or against the mortgaged
premises.
Dated: February 1, 2007

THEODORE J. FETTER, Clerk
of the Superior Court of New Jersey

PARKER McCAY P.A.
Three Greentree Centre
7001 Lincoln Drive West, P.O. Box 974
Marlton, New Jersey 08053-0974
1 T - 2/1/07, The Leader Fee: $65.79

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY

BOARD OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE a Public Hear-
ing will be held by the Union County Board
of Chosen Freeholders on February 15,
1007, at 7:00 p.m. at the Union County
Administration Building, Freeholders Meet-
ing Room, Administration Building, 6th
Floor, Elizabethtown Plaza, Elizabeth, New
Jersey or at such other time as may be
scheduled by said Board of Chosen Free-
holders, for the purpose of hearing per-
sons interested in, or who are affected by,
the adoption of an Amendment to the Solid
Waste Management Plan of the Union
County Solid Waste Management District.
The name and address of the Union County
District Solid Waste Coordinator is Sunil
K. Garg, Ph.D., Esq., c/o Union County
Utilities Authority, 1499 Routes 1&9 North,
Rahway, New Jersey. The Plan Amend-
ment that is the subject of the Hearing has
been prepared in accordance with the
Solid Waste Management Act (N.J.S.A.
13:1E-1 et seq.) For the purpose of provid-
ing that:

THE PURPOSE OF THIS
PLAN AMENDMENT IS TO
MODIFY THE UNION COUNTY
DISTRICT SOLID WASTE
MANAGEMENT PLAN TO IN-
CLUDE ALLSTATE POWER-
VAC INC., BLOCK 343, LOTS
1 & 2, IN THE CITY OF
RAHWAY AT 928 EAST
HAZELWOOD AVENUE INTO
THE UNION COUNTY DIS-
TRICT SOLID WASTE MAN-
AGEMENT PLAN AS AN
INTERMODAL CONTAINER
FACILITY TO ACCEPT UP TO
770 TONS PER DAY OF SOLID
WASTE FROM OUTSIDE OF
THE COUNTY OF UNION.

You may appear in person, or by agent,
or by attorney, and present comments
relative to the Plan Amendment. A copy of
the Plan Amendment is available for pub-
lic inspection at the office of each Munici-
pal Clerk in the County of Union, at the
office of the Clerk of the Board of Chosen
Freeholders of Union County, at the ad-
dress stated above, during regular busi-
ness hours and at the Offices of the Union
County Utilities Authority, 1499 Routes 1
& 9 North, Rahway, New Jersey during
regular business hours.

Nicole DiRado, Clerk of
the Board of Chosen Freeholders.

2 T - 1/25/07
& 2/1/07, The Leader Fee: $100.98

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

PLANNING BOARD

TAKE NOTICE that on the 12th day of
February, 2007 at 7:30 p.m., a hearing will
be held before the Planning Board of the
Borough of Fanwood at Borough Hall, 75
North Martine Avenue, Fanwood, New
Jersey, for the purpose of considering an
amendment to the Land Use Plan Ele-
ment of the 1998 Master Plan.

A copy of the Master Plan Amendment
is available for inspection in the office of
the Planning Board Secretary at Borough
Hall during normal business hours. The
Master Plan Amendment recommends
expanding the R-150 district to include lots
currently in the R-75 zone which are con-
sistent in size with the R-150 zone in areas
bounded by Madison Avenue, Martine
Avenue, Paterson Road and Russell Road.

Any interested party may appear in per-
son or through an agent or attorney to be
heard at such hearing and may participate
therein in accordance with the rules of the
Planning Board.

Pat Hoynes
Planning Board Secretary

1 T - 2/1/07, The Times Fee: $24.48

LOST WEDDING RING

LOST: Men’s wedding ring near
corner of Grove St and

Westfield Ave in Westfield.
Please call (908) 232-8243.

BUILDER’S CLOSEOUT!

Choice of 7 custom built homes
by Buontempo Builders.
Immediate or Spring occupancy
available. For brochures and
appointment to see, contact

ERA Village Green Realtors
(732) 381-7477

OAK CHINA CABINET

Quality Oak China Cabinet in
Excellent condition.

Asking $150.
(908) 233-8418

HELP WANTED

Bookkeeper, Part Time
9AM-1PM, Monday-Friday
Computerized Accounting,

Westfield location.
Please fax resume to

(908) 232-0520

HOUSE FOR SALE

FANWOOD
Colonial updated 3 BR, 3 full baths,
new family rm, new fin bsmt, w/full
bath/lndry rm. Walk to train/park.
New kitchen w/granite & ceramic
tile, cherry cabs & SS appl. Fpl in
LR hrdwd floors throughout. New
large paver patio. Home theater.
Move right in. Sale by owner $569k

Call: (908) 889-7374
Email for pics:

g.puskar@comcast.net

FINE ART FOR SALE

Salvador Dali
lithographs and etchings
including Divine Comedy.

Call (908) 232-5749.
NANNY

Experienced Nanny looking to pick
up extra days. Will look after your
child in your home. Lively, fun,
reliable. Excellent references.

Contact Lori Kukol:
Home: (732) 968-0747
or Cell: (908) 501-1401

10 DAY TRIP TO IRELAND

June 28 - July 8, $2400 includes
airfare, private bus, top hotels,
some meals, all admissions and
more. Call Carol for details at

(732) 851-5109.

HELP WANTED

Coming to Westfield
102 E. Broad St.

FT/PT positions for kitchen, d/w,
baking,prep, cashier, and servers.
Join the team by applying in
person or fax resume to

(908) 686-2503 Attn: Wayne

GROUNDSKEEPER / PORTER

PT Groundskeeper for strip mall
in Westfield. Duties incl. sweeping,
trash pickup, light maint. Work
2 hrs/day, Mon - Fri morns $10/hr.
Must have NJ driver’s lic. Great
for retirees or 2nd job.
Call (973) 340-0755 or
fax resume to (973) 340-0855.

LOST LADY’S WATCH

Stainless Steel Tissot
Lost in Westfield between Elm St
and the Presbyterian Church

(908) 654-6352
(908) 232-6679

FREELANCERS  WANTED
Strong, detail-oriented writers
with professional demeanor
needed to cover local
government meetings. Must
be able to meet deadlines,
know how to write a lead, and
take an active interest in their
beats in order to develop news
stories. Please email
resume and clips to:

editor@goleader.com

MATTRESS

Pillow Top set
in plastic w/warranty.

Queen $125 Kng $175
Call (732) 259-6690

BEDROOM SET

All wood cherry sleigh bed,
dresser/mirror, nite stand

Value $2000 sell $875
Call (732) 259-6690

HELP WANTED

Prudential NJ Properties’
Westfield Office is hiring full-time
agents, both new and exp-
erienced. Corporate training
program/in-house training. Call
Margie for confidential interview
at (908) 232-5664, ext. 103.

OFFICE FOR RENT

Prime office space
Prof Building - 400 sq ft

Downtown Westfield
Parking available
(201) 891-1130

NEIDE HOUSE CLEANING

I will clean your house,
apartment or condo.

Reliable, reasonable rates.
I do laundry. Good references.

5 years exp.
For each client you give me,

1 extra job free.
Call me! (973) 583-5570 or

(973) 878-2181 Neide

HOUSE CLEANING

Honest person
will clean your house or office.
Experienced with references.
Call Joanna (732) 952-3451

WOODWORKING

ACCENTS WOODWORKING
Custom Cabinetry and finish
carpentry. Mantles, built-ins,

bookcases & vanities. Custom
kitchens & cabinet re-facing.

Portfolio & references.
Bruce Theil (908) 358-2325

SUPERBOWL PARTY PACKAGE

Wanna see the big game
BIGGER?!

Rent an LCD Projector from
Westfield AV.

Call for details (732) 801-3200

CHELMSFORD RENTAL

Beautiful rental available at
“The Chelmsford”

260 Prospect Street, Westfield, NJ
2 BR, 2 BA, LR, DR,

Large Kitchen with new paint
and cabinets, garage and

storage. $2500/mo.,
Call (908) 232-5775

PILATES INSTRUCTOR

CUSTOM FITNESS STUDIOS
Looking for a

Certified Pilates Instructor.
Lots of clientel.

Great Hourly wages and Benefits.
Experience - Certification

Full & Part Time
Positions Available

(908) 389-9600 Ask for Matt Davis

BEDROOM SET

Thomasville queen bed,
2 side column dressers + full
dresser, light bridge/mirror

headboard. Pale oak. $400.
Leave message (908) 403-7610.

CHILDCARE NEEDED

Caring & experienced nanny
needed for 22-mo. old boy in
Westfield home. Mon-Fri live in/
out. Lt. housekeeping duties
included. Good English. Driver’s
lic. & car pref’d. Ref’s. required.

Please call
Yvonne @ (917) 567-1736

or Robert @ (732) 718-2719

We Reach People... Not Driveways!
press@goleader.com • www.goleader.com

The Leader • The Times
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ON THE BEAT…Retired Union County Sheriff’s officers gather to be honored.
The six officers represent 150 years of experience with the sheriff’s office and
garnered 53 commendations and awards. Pictured, from left to right, are: Officer
Thomas Rapuano, Officer Joseph Kajewski, Sheriff Ralph Froehlich, Officer
Donald White and Sergeant Robert Rickvalsky. Not pictured are Detective Frank
Bartone and Sergeant Earnie Treadwell.

Red Cross Chapter
Announces Golf Tour

WESTFIELD – The Westfield/
Mountainside Chapter of the
American Red Cross has an-
nounced that its 10th Annual 2007
Classic Golf Tour will kick off
on Monday, June 25.

This year’s tour lineup over
five months will include outings
at Trump National – Bedminster,
The Ridge at Back Brook,
Hamilton Farm and Ridgewood.

To ensure the highest quality
of play, the 2007 Classic Golf
Tour is limited to the first 100
players to register. The four-
course tour costs $3,300 (partici-
pants can save $200 if registered
by tomorrow, February 2) per
individual golfer, with foursome
and sponsorship opportunities
available.

This program includes golf, in-
dividual scoring based on handi-
caps, cart/caddie, practice range,
lunch, an open bar dinner recep-
tion, a gift bag, prizes and other
offerings at each of the courses.
For more information about the
tour and to register, interested
persons are asked to visit
westfieldmtside-redcross.org/.

Additionally, a “bonus” fifth
tour stop is being offered at the
Bayonne Golf Club. Individuals
may add this outing to the four-
stop tour or sign up for it as a
stand-alone outing. This option
is scheduled for Monday, May
14, and is limited to the first 48
golfers to register.

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com
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Shubanjali Expresses Both
Eastern, Western Cultures

By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – The
Shubanjali School of Performing Arts
(SSPA) recently brought the excite-
ment and gaiety of the holiday season
to life in an extravaganza of dance
entitled “Santa ‘n Shiva.”

SSPA is a non-
profit organization
promoting South
Asian Arts.

More than 70
young dancers took
part in “Santa ‘n
Shiva,” which
brought together va-
rieties of the classi-
cal South Indian
dance form,
Bharatabatyam, and
Eastern and Western
rhythms, to express
the true meaning of
the holiday season.

Suba Parmar, the
artistic director of
SSPA, directed and
choreographed the
performance.

The drama of the
“Santa ‘n Shiva” presentation show-
cased the classical element of tradi-
tional Indian folk dances.

As the performance worked its way
through 11 separate pieces, the danc-
ers’ energy, magnified by their color-
ful native costumes, and the jingling
of bells worn around their ankles,
was overwhelmingly transferred to
the audience.

Performers danced barefoot and
were accompanied by traditional East-
ern-style music.

The theme of spirituality united
many of the individual pieces. In
“Raas-Leela,” the Joyous Dance of
Krishna with Gopis, the performers
portrayed the merging of the human
soul with the divine.

“Pushpanjali and Ganesh

Kauthuvam” offered praise to the
Lord of Dance and Lord Ganesha,
who is the remover of all of life’s
obstacles.

SSPA instructors joined the
school’s senior students in present-
ing the next–to–last performance, the
“Santa ‘N Shiva Theme Song.”

This dance por-
trayed Shiva as a
symbol of creation,
and Santa as the em-
bodiment of the joys
and abundance of
Shiva’s creation.

The perfor-
mances were high-
lighted by “Joy,”
whose off-stage
voice guided danc-
ers and audience
alike to recognize
the inner voice
within all that re-
veals the true mean-
ing of our existence.

“The search for
one’s true self, and
the joy of loving and
sharing, has no man-
made cultural or re-

ligious barriers,” Ms. Parmar said.
“SSPA did a great job of spreading

the message of love and peace through
the artistic medium of dance,” she
continued.

Ms. Parmar, an acclaimed and
sought-after teacher and performer
of Bharatanatyam, started SSPA in
1993.

The school has consistently won
recognition at premier tri-state events,
including First Place at the 2003 Fed-
eration of Indian Associations in New
York.

SSPA is also the recipient of 2004
and 2006 Outstanding Dance School
awards at the annual Bridgewater
Temple Competitions.

For more information about SSPA,
call (908) 490-0732.

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
1 and 1/2 popcorns

If you were to judge director Dave
Meyers’s The Hitcher solely by whether
or not it delivered on its promises, you’d
be hard put to give it the lambasting it
otherwise deserves. The goods may be
rancid, but they’re all there.

Indeed, there are times it will scare
you. Amid those moments, there are
scenes that will repulse you. And sealing
the deal on its implicit pledge, at no time
during its squalid but thankfully short, 83
minutes, will your gray matter be unduly
challenged.

O.K., so much for fairness and charity.
Using as a yardstick the better examples
of its genre, this bottom feeder of a re-
make derived from Eric Red’s 1986
screenplay couldn’t shine the fetid claws
of the horror classics that have preceded
it.

The usual, predictable surprises are in
tow. ‘No, he’s not going to do that,’ you
think to yourself as the crazed, loping
hitcher fixes to perform the dastardliest
act of mayhem. But then he does, just to
show you.

Expect no poor, misunderstood Fran-
kenstein, soul-imprisoned Wolf Man or
eternally damned Dracula with an air of
demonic charm about him. There is no
metaphor here, no homage to literature. If
the title character represents anything, it
is the new sociopath.

Terrorizing folks is his most important
product. Though, killing them is right up
there with it. Especially if their sadistic
demise will devastate his next set of fa-
talities.

Who knows why he does it? That’s
what the two perfunctory college kids—
whose turn it is to be victims in a sense-
less, bloodbath of a movie— would like
to know. They’d be a lot better off doing
less analyzing and more running.

That’s their second lesson. Of course,
don’t pick up hitchhikers is the first. It’s
taught early on when Grace (Sophia Bush)
and Jim (Zachary Knighton), zooming
along on a rainy night to meet up with
other buddies on break, make that mis-
take.

In all fairness, they don’t pick him
up…at least not at first. Just missing what
looks like an apparition in the torrential
downpour, Jim 360-spins his Olds 442,
the two freak a bit, correct, and then leave
John Ryder (Sean Bean) to fend for him-
self in the storm.

Naturally, being good kids, they feel
guilty. They’ll tell someone to send help
when they stop up ahead.

Well, lucky for Jim and Grace. Guess
who arrives soaking wet at the gas station/
food mart just minutes after them? See,
you could write these things.

All we need now is for the creepily
lewd clerk (Kyle Davis) to set the stage.
He blabs, “Hey, this must be the guy you
were talking about.”

Jim sheepishly acknowledges his faux
pas of the highway. Flashing a smiling
look of trustfulness, Ryder says there’s
no need. “I wouldn’t have picked me up,
either.”

When the hitcher-to-be asks where the
closest motel is, the loudmouth quickly
volunteers Jim’s services. “Uh, oh, O.K.,”
he accedes in cowed political correct-
ness.

Returning from the bathroom to this
development, Grace is abashed. And as
they say in the biz, the show is on the road.

Giving credit where credit is due, film-
maker Meyers is able to keep the action/
thrill/suspense component afloat consid-
erably longer than what the typical horror
aspect would warrant. Mr. Bean’s despi-
cably etched madman is one reason. The
other is the subplot.

Thin as it is, when the terrified two are
accused by the New Mexico State Police
of perpetrating the carnage that has begun
to pile up all along the highways, we are
indignant. “Hey, they didn’t kill that nice
family in the station wagon, nor any of
those others. He’s framing them.”

But just like when you were little and
the good guys in the cartoon couldn’t hear
your heartfelt admonitions about the vil-
lains sneaking up behind them, the cops
are oblivious. Jim and Grace fight horror
on one front, thickheadedness on the other.

Eventually, this, like the non-stop
slaughter, grows tiresome and annoying.
Although, hope is slightly dangled when
Neal McDonough’s cocky Lieutenant
Esteridge has an inspiration. At last, here
may be a worthy adversary.

The killer couldn’t care less.
For starters, Ryder’s absurd ubiquity

borders on the supernatural. And his abil-
ity to escape from just about any tight spot
or imprisonment is of Hannibal Lecter
quality. But it’s the chilling knowledge
that this vile lunatic is completely un-
afraid to die that proves the most frustrat-
ing. Yeah, tell us about it.

That acknowledged, this exercise in
gratuitous violence should please those
who regularly thrive on such fare. Whereas
the gratefully unwashed will get the dis-
tinct impression that it is we who are
being taken for a ride by The Hitcher.

* * * *
The Hitcher, rated R, is a Rogue Pic-

tures release directed by Dave Meyers
and stars Sophia Bush, Sean Bean and
Zachary Knighton. Running time: 83
minutes.

‘Powerful Women’ Presents
NYC Singer Toshi Reagon

WESTFIELD – The Watchung Arts
Center will continue its new concert
series, “Powerful Women of Song,”
by presenting New York City-based
singer/songwriter, Toshi Reagon, on
Saturday, February 3, at the Watchung
Arts Center at 18 Sterling Road in
Watchung.

The Powerful Women of Song Se-
ries is presented by Ahrre Maros,
owner of Ahrre’s Coffee Roastery in
Westfield and host of the Coffee With
Conscience Concert Series in
Westfield.

Doors will open at 7:30 p.m. and
the concert begins at 8 p.m. Admis-
sion is $15 and tickets can be pur-
chased at watchungarts.org by click-
ing on Toshi Reagon and finding the
link to the tickets.

Ms. Reagon (toshireagon.com)
jumped into the spotlight when Lenny
Kravitz asked her to open for him on
his first world tour. Her musical heri-
tage led her to become saturated in
many traditional styles of music, feed-

ing her desire to explore a range of
music that was not as accessible, from
blues to Kiss.

She has shared the stage with Nona
Hendryx, Pete Seeger, Chocolate
Genius, Dar Williams and Ani
Difranco.

The Powerful Women of Song Se-
ries is an eight-concert series, taking
place on the first Saturday night of
each month from October through
June – skipping April because of Eas-
ter weekend.

This series honors and features fe-
male singer/songwriters from around
the country who have the ability to
express their thoughts, feelings and
passions through musical composi-
tion.

For more information about the
Watchung Arts Center, the Powerful
Women of Song Series, or the up-
coming performance, visit
watchungarts.org or call the concert
hotline at (908) 412-9105 or send an
e-mail to concerts4causes@aol.com.

TICKLING THE IVORIES…Lower School students at The Wardlaw-Hartridge
School in Edison showed off their talent in the performing arts on Tuesday,
January 23, during Cabaret, which was held at lunchtime. Pictured above, third
grader Cecily D’Amore of Westfield drew an appreciative audience of faculty,
staff, parents and pupils with her piano performance of “Swinging Along.” Cecily
is the daughter of Anthony and Tammy D’Amore of Westfield.

Kean Univ. Hosts Exhibit
Of Long-time Artist Bailin

AREA – Kean University in Union
will host an exhibit of paintings by
Hella Bailin, a long-time artist and
resident of Union.

Ms. Bailin taught art for many years
at various locations in New Jersey,
including Kean University and the NJ
Center for Visual Arts in Summit. She
was the recipient of more than 100
awards for her work, including the
Silver Medal of Honor from the New
Jersey Watercolor Society, their high-
est award.

This exhibit will be the first show-
ing of her work since her death in
April 2006. Being a survivor of the
Holocaust, Ms. Bailin was a found-
ing member of the Yom Hashoah
Holocaust Committee of Central New
Jersey.

On display will be early sketches,
watercolors of her numerous travels,
paintings of the New Jersey area and
some of her early oils made during
her years studying with John Grabach
at the School of Fine and Industrial
Arts in Newark.

The exhibit runs from February 7
through March 9. An opening recep-
tion is scheduled for Wednesday,
February 7, from 4:30 to 6:30 p.m. at
the CAS Gallery at Kean University,
located at 1000 Morris Avenue in
Union.

The family will host a gathering on
Sunday, February 11, from 2 to 4 p.m.
for friends, colleagues and family,
also at the gallery. For more informa-
tion about the private gathering, con-
tact Sarah Bailin at (215) 906-4471.

NJWA Music Studio
Students Receive Accolades
WESTFIELD – Several instrumen-

tal and vocal music students at the
New Jersey Workshop for the Arts
(NJWA) Music Studio in Westfield
auditioned successfully for the dis-
tinguished Central Jersey Music Edu-
cators Association Region II Band,
Orchestra and Chorus.

The Central Region, composed of
Hunterdon, Mercer, Middlesex,
Monmouth, Somerset and Union Coun-
ties, has many students auditioning for
very few positions in these prestigious
groups. Students prepare for months,
practicing major and chromatic scales,
preparing a college-level piece from
their instrument’s repertoire and pol-
ishing their sight-reading skills.

The audition, held in December at
J.P. Stevens High School in Edison,
revealed the following results for
NJWA students.

Matthew Forman, a senior at
Wardlaw-Hartridge School in Edison,
was accepted as third chair in the
Region II High School Orchestra.
Matt, who studies trombone with Tom
Avakian and French horn with Ted
Schlosberg, also sang in the New
Jersey Music Educators Association
All-State Chorus and has performed
with the All-State Orchestra.

A senior at Summit High School,
Clark Van Horn made the Region II
High School Symphonic Band on French
horn. Clark is a student of Mr. Schlosberg.

Leslie Bartsch, a freshman at
Westfield High School (WHS), was
selected for the Region II High School
Symphonic Band on French horn.
Leslie also studies with Mr. Schlosberg.

A vocal music student of Luis
Cabrera, Amanda Chang was ac-
cepted into the Region II Mixed Cho-
rus. Amanda is in her sophomore year
at WHS.

Michael Weinberg, a junior at the
Union County Magnet High School
in Scotch Plains, was accepted into
the CJMEA Region II Symphonic
Band. Michael studies flute with
music teacher Jenny Cline.

WHS sophomore Alex Chartrain
was designated fifth Chair on Tuba in
the Region II High School Symphonic
Band. Remoh Mosley is his teacher at
the Music Studio.

Two students of vocal music teacher
Valerie Pineda were selected for the
Region II Mixed Chorus. They are
Mallory Boesch, a sophomore at
Westfield High School, and Andrea
Roberts, a sophomore at J.P. Stevens
High School in Edison.

Ezra Margolin, a Westfield High
School sophomore, made the Region
II High School Symphonic Band. Ezra
is a trumpet student of Wayne Trager.

Additional recognition was given
to Christine Nelson, a senior at
Kenilworth’s David Brearley High
School. The soprano was selected to
be a member of the New Jersey All
State Chorus and the highly competi-
tive All Eastern Chorus. Christine
studies with Valerie Pineda.

For more information on the Music
Studio, or any NJWA program, call
(908) 789-9696 or visit them on the
web at njworkshopforthearts.com.

Erratum
In last week’s Arts and Entertain-

ment chess article, the wrong e-
mail for Milan Smikovecus was pro-
vided.

To get in contact with “Mr. Smik,”
e-mail:

MSmik@mountainsideschools.org

Arts Center Spotlights
Work of ‘Young At Art’

By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SUMMIT – The work of up-and-
coming artists was recently on dis-
play at the Strolling Galleries of the
Visual Arts Center of
New Jersey (VACNJ).

“Young at Art” fea-
tured the work of jun-
ior students enrolled
in VACNJ’s many
programs for young
people, including
“Pee-Wee Prodigies”
workshop, “Teen Stu-
dio,” “Figure Draw-
ing for Teens,” and the
“Art Sampler”
classes, to name a few.

The multi-media
exhibit features draw-
ing, sculpture, paint-
ing, and photography,
among other art
forms.

From the colorful,
acrylic self-portraits
of the “Kids Creativ-
ity Workshop,” to the
intricate charcoals
studies of the human form offered by
the “Fundamentals of Drawing” class,
the “Young at Art” exhibit truly high-
lights the promise inherent in the
work of these young artists.

Various figurines and trays created
by “Children’s Clay Classes” and
“Clay for Kids” classes, and a mural
made by children attending VACNJ’s
summer camp is also included in the
exhibit.

This is the first time VACNJ held

an exhibit expressly devoted to the
work of its young students, and the
staff of the Center is looking to make
“Young at Art” an annual event.

“It is an incredible experience for
both the young art-
ists, as well as
VACNJ to exhibit
these works,”
VACNJ exhibitions
manager Mari
D’Alessandro said.

“The young artists
were thrilled to have
their work displayed
in a ‘real gallery,’”
Ms. D’Alessandro
continued. “The
work is very sophis-
ticated, and the art-
ists are enjoying
their first gallery ex-
perience.”

NJCVA’s “Young
at Art” exhibit is
dedicated to Joel
Jaffe, the person
credited with nam-
ing the exhibit
“Young at Art.”

Mr. Jaffe, whose wife, Bonnie, was
the exhibit’s chairman, died suddenly
before the opening of the exhibit.

“He had a wonderful creative
spirit,” said Ms. D’Alessandro, “and
we honored that spirit by dedicating
the exhibit to him.”

For more information about art
opportunities for young people at
VACNJ, call the center at (908) 273-
9121, or visit their website at
artcenternj.org.

Choral Arts Performance
A ‘Testament’ to Elijah

WESTFIELD – The Choral Art
Society of New Jersey performed the
popular oratorio “Elijah” by Felix
Mendelssohn on January 20 at the
Presbyterian Church of Westfield.

A near-capacity audience greeted
the concert with a
standing ovation.
The star of the
evening was the cho-
rus itself, master-
fully prepared by its
conductor, James
Little.

M e n d e l s s o h n ,
born a Jew, con-
verted to Christian-
ity and, in Elijah,
follows the histori-
cal narrative of the
Old Testament figure.

The performance delves into the
life of the prophet, including the
drought warning, his vision of God
on Mount Horeb and his ascent into
heaven.

Dale Livingston, bass, who accom-
plished a very demanding part with
remarkable style and vigor, sang the
role of Elijah. Andi Campbell, so-
prano, displaying soaring intonation,
highlighted the aria “hear ye, Israel,”
and alto Luthian Brackett delivered
warm, finely polished solos. Set apart
by his richly dramatic quality was

tenor Mark Bleeke – together, they
made a fine solo quartet.

Accompanying the chorus was a
full orchestra. Excellent at times, but
sometimes faulty in tuning and en-
semble, it seemed uncertain during

some recitatives,
and it occasionally
covered voices, but
the chorus made the
night one to remem-
ber.

During one con-
vincing section,
Elijah taunts the
Priests of Baal,
whom he later kills.
The intense choir
demands a response
from Baal and is

juxtaposed brilliantly against the more
stoic Elijah.

The especially outstanding Baal
choruses featured Suzanne Beeny-
Jones as the Youth, and a select
women’s chorus sang: “Lift Thine
Eyes” to everyone’s delight.

“He watches over Israel” and the
choruses describing Elijah’s ascent
to heaven in an everlasting fiery
chariot were other highlights, delight-
ing those in attendance.

The Choral Art Society really hit
its stride with this concert. Bravo for
a fine performance.

BEWITCHED…From left to right, Rick Brown, Tracey Randinelli and Chris
Gibbs prepare for CDC Community Theatre’s production of The Crucible,
opening Friday, February 2. See release below.

FOREVER YOUNG...The Visual
Arts Center of New Jersey re-
cently displayed the work of
younger artists. Above, a young-
ster stands in front of her artwork
at the Young at ART reception.

The Crucible Opens
At Cranford Theatre

CRANFORD – Arthur Miller’s clas-
sic drama, The Crucible, begins a three-
week run this Friday, February 2, at
the Cranford Dramatic Club (CDC)
Community Theatre in Cranford.

Using the historical subject of the
Salem Witch Trials, Miller employs
the saga of an actual witch hunt to
create an allegory to the
“McCarthyism” of the 1950s, a com-
parison that many see as relevant to
events playing throughout today’s
America and the world.

CDC Community Theatre will of-
fer a special discounted price of $10
to students for this production.

Directors Sandi Pells and Michael
Marcus hope that students and adults
alike will use the drama as an impetus
for discussions of the play’s themes
as they relate to current-world events.

Mr. Marcus, a long-time English
teacher, notes that many high schools
include study of The Crucible in their
curriculums.

The Crucible will be performed on
Friday and Saturday evenings at 8
p.m. from February 2 to 17. Tickets
are $15 for adults, with senior dis-
counts available.

A complementary reception with
refreshments is offered on opening
night, February 2, with a chance to
meet the cast. Tickets are sold on a
reserved seat basis, and can be ob-
tained by calling the box office at
(908) 276-7611 or through the
theatre’s website at cdctheatre.org.

The CDC Community Theatre is lo-
cated at 78 Winans Avenue in Cranford,
off of Centennial Avenue near exit 136
of the Garden State Parkway.

One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent

POPCORN
™

The Hitcher:
Pass on This One

EAST MEETS WEST…The
Shubanjali school of Performing
Arts presents a winter spectacular
last month in Scotch Plains. The
performance celebrated the spirit
of the eastern and western cultures
through melody and rhythm.

Vic’Vic’Vic’Vic’Vic’s Pics Pics Pics Pics Picksksksksks
Shakira: Even

Better En Español
By VICTORIA McCABE

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Before “Hips Don’t Lie,” before
“Whenever, Wherever,” when Shakira
wasn’t a crossover Latin-pop super-
star, she rocked out in her own style.
Her debut, “Pies Descalzos,” show-
cased a 16-year-old singer with tre-
mendous potential, and her follow-
up album saw her natural ear for tight,
energetic pop-rock tunes really blos-
som.

It was off the strength of “Dónde
Están Los Ladrones?” (“Where are
the Thieves?”) that Shakira gained the
international notice and respect that
made her 2001 English-language
crossover “Laundry Service” possible.

Not that her foray into Inglés has
been a failure. To the contrary, Shakira
has nicely bridged different musical
worlds, like the California surf rock
she weaves into the obvious Latin
elements of “Objection (Tango)” to
kick off “Laundry Service.” But there’s
a kind of comfort to “Dónde Están Los
Ladrones?” – both in her vocal deliv-
ery and the music that supports it – that
makes the 1998 Spanish-language al-
bum feel like the real Shakira and
makes her subsequent studio record-
ings feel like the work of a brilliant
musician being persuaded onto an in-
ternational pop stage.

The pre-American-sex-symbolized
Shakira made a name for herself in
and beyond her native Colombia with
her gritty, unique voice and solid pop-
rock songs, and they’re all at their
best here. The back-to-back-to-back
sequence of “Inevitable,” “Octavo

Día” and “Que Vuelvas” makes the
heart of the album tremendously ex-
citing; she infuses each track with a
harnessed energy, and she knows ex-
actly when to release it all.

After fun romps like “Si Te Vas,” the
easy cantor of songs like “Moscas in la
Casa” sometimes breaks the album’s
overarching energy, but there’s not a
throwaway song anywhere.

Spanish speakers will find an added
bonus in the depth of Shakira’s lyrics.
She uses wonderful imagery in a way
that most English-speaking musicians
wouldn’t attempt, and her words have
a natural grace and flow.

“Inevitable” captures a vulnerabil-
ity and honesty that jumps out from
some of the album’s best
instrumentals: “Si es cuestión de
confesar, no sé preparar café y no
entiendo del fútbol/Creo que alguna
vez fuí infiel, juego mal hasta el
parqués y jamás uso reloj/Y para ser
más franca, nadie piensa en tí como
lo hago yo.” (“If it’s a question of
confessing, I don’t know how to make
coffee and I don’t understand soccer/
I think one time I was unfaithful, I
play dice badly and I never use a
watch/And to be more honest, no one
thinks of you like I have”). Poetic
truths are everywhere, and they add a
whole other dimension to her songs.

The catchiness of Shakira’s recent
material is undeniable, but her pre-
superstar music is much more unique.
There’s no need to understand the
language to enjoy the music, and on
“Dónde Están Los Ladrones?,” there’s
plenty to enjoy.

PROPHECY...The Choral Arts So-
ciety of New Jersey performed
Mendelssohn’s “Elijah” in January.

Happy Groundhog Day, February 2
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Classics and Jazz Will
Combine in Benefit Concert
AREA – The Performing Arts Cen-

ter at Watchung Hills will host its
second major event since its gala
opening four months ago: a benefit
performance featuring the
Mendelssohn Chamber Orchestra of
Hungary. The proceeds for the con-
cert, to be held on Saturday, February
3, at 8 p.m., will benefit the high
school’s performing arts program.

The Mendelssohn Chamber Orches-
tra of Hungary, as the name suggests,
focuses on the works of the 19th cen-
tury composer Felix Mendelssohn.
However, the 16-member group’s rep-
ertoire goes beyond the baroque to the
contemporary Mendelssohn and more.

The eclectic February 3 concert
will also highlight two well-regarded
figures in the jazz world: Bob
Magnuson, tenor saxophone and
Perry Robinson, clarinet. Watchung
Hills Regional High School senior
Helen Kim, an accomplished pia-
nist, will also perform.

The benefit, which reflects the tal-
ents of both the classicists and the jazz
artists, will include in its program such
selections as Mendelssohn’s Sym-
phony for Strings in B Minor,
Tchaikovsky’s Serenade for Strings,
Schneider’s Concert for Clarinet and
Strings, Mozart’s Exsultate Jubilate,
Kurt Weil/Schneider’s My Ship and
Ferenc Farkas’ Air and Hungarian
Rondo. Student Helen Kim will per-
form the first movement of Mozart’s
Piano Concerto No. 9 in E Flat.

Advanced tickets for the perfor-
mance may be purchased in the main
office of Watchung Hills , located at
108 Stirling Road in Warren Town-
ship, or ordered through whrhs.org.

Orchestra seats are $20 for adults,
$10 for senior citizens and students;
rear orchestra and mezzanine seats are
$10 for adults and $7 for seniors and
students. Tickets will also be available
on the night of the performance. (Mez-
zanine level is only accessible via stairs.)

County Teen Arts Fest
Needs Volunteers

COUNTY – The Union County
Teen Arts Festival, sponsored by the
Union County Board of Chosen Free-
holders and the Office of Cultural and
Heritage Affairs in the Department of
Economic Development, is a two-
day celebration of the arts held annu-
ally at Union County College in
Cranford.

The event, scheduled for Thursday
and Friday, March 15 and 16, is open
to all students from public, private
and parochial middle and high schools
in Union County.

Anyone interested in any of these
activities is asked to contact the Union
County Office of Cultural and Heri-
tage Affairs at 633 Pearl Street, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey 07202; or call (908)
558-2550. Relay users call 1-800-852-
7899 or e-mail culturalinfo@ucnj.org.

JCC Dances to New
‘Rhythm and Motion’

By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Jewish
Community Center of Central New
Jersey (JCC) recently added another
activity to its repertoire of offerings
to the community.

JCC is now the site of “Rhythm and
Motion,” a school of dance run by
Fanwood resident Deborah Price.

“Rhythm and Motion” offers three
tiers of dance instruction: children to
age 9, teenagers, and adults. Classes
are held in jazz, modern, ballet, tap
and hip-hop dance forms and run
from September through May, as well
as during the summer.

The “Rhythm and Motion” dance
instructors bring to JCC a wealth of

experience, ranging from working at
Radio City Music Hall, Minskoff
Theatre and well-known cruise lines
like Celebrity and Norwegian, to per-
forming with the Brooklyn Dance
Theatre, touring nationally with PBS,
and appearing on television.

Ms. Price also has an extensive
dance résumé.

“I have been in the dance field all
my life,” she explained.

She began her dance career in
Plainfield, where she was the winner
of many awards and scholarships. As
a child, she was a member of the
Garden State Ballet Company. Later
she was a dance instructor in central
New Jersey for 12 years.

An ACE–certified fitness trainer
who is also certified to teach Pilates,
Ms. Price currently serves as JCC’s
assistant fitness director.

In this position, she works with
JCC members, trains, teaches classes
and runs new programs.

It was Ms. Price who approached
the JCC about starting a dance school.

“There was a need for a dance
school in our community,” she said.

“‘Rhythm and Motion’ differs from
other dance schools in that parents
can work-out, swim, or go to the café
for food or coffee while their child is
studying dance,” she continued.

Children ages kindergarten through
grade 8 who participate in Kid Zone,
JCC’s after school program, can at-
tend “Rhythm and Motion” directly
after school.

For more information about “Rhythm
and Motion” School of Dance, or to
receive an online brochure, log onto
jccnj.org or call Ms. Price directly at
(908) 889-8800, extension 225.

The Little Opera Company
Young Artist Program

Presents

Hansel
and

Gretel
Performed in English

1 PM & 7 PM Sat. Feb. 3, 2007
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church

414 East Broad Street, Westfield

1 PM & 7 PM Sat. Feb. 17, 2007
First Presbyterian Church

11 Springfield Avenue, Cranford

$10 Adults     $5 Children under 10      (908) 789 - 9696

Workshops Brighten
Up Winter at VACNJ

AREA – The Visual Arts Center of
New Jersey (VACNJ), located at 68
Elm Street in Summit, will offer a host
of special workshops this winter. Work-
shops – for all ages – present an oppor-
tunity to learn a new art medium,
enhance skills in a particular medium
or build appreciation for the arts.

New this winter is a workshop se-
ries on the appreciation of art. “What
is Modernism,” on Thursday evening,
January 25, with artist/instructor Eric
Jiaju Lee, will take attendees on a
journey through the past 150 years to
help them understand how the prac-
tice and theory of art changed dra-
matically toward the end of the 19th
century.

“Sensualists and Prudes,” with
Enrique Flores-Galbis, will present a
dialogue on visual systems, expecta-
tions and desires in the world of art.
The public can enjoy digital projec-
tions of the world’s most beautiful
paintings in a relaxed Friday evening
atmosphere. Offered three Friday
evenings in March – 2, 16 and 30, one
can attend one or all.

“Photo Transfers on Paper and Fab-
ric,” with Hollie Heller, will intro-
duce artists to the technique of using
photo transfer paper and an ink jet
color copier to create imagery that
can then be ironed onto a variety of
fabrics and papers.

It will be offered on Saturday, Feb-

ruary 10, from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
“Introduction to Photoshop Elements
4.0” will be offered on two Satur-
days, March 17 and 24, from 10 a.m.
to 4 p.m.

Instructor Joseph Apice will teach
this workshop designed for students
new to digital photography who want
to work on their images using Adobe
Photoshop Elements 4.0.

The Arts Center’s Youth Arts Pro-
gram features a full range of work-
shops for children and teens. “Meet
Michelangelo,” for ages 6 to 9 with
Becky Santora, and “Winter Wonder-
land,” for ages 9 to 12 with Francesca
Mucciolo, are two of the offerings.

Ms. Santora will have her students
creating their own masterpiece while
lying on their backs, painting on the
underside of a table, to understand
and replicate what the great master
did when he painted the Sistine Chapel
ceiling.

It is offered on Monday and Tues-
day afternoon, March 12 and 13. Ms.
Mucciolo’s students will study win-
ter scene masterpieces and then cre-
ate paintings using a mixed-media
approach. It is offered Saturday morn-
ing, January 20, from 10 a.m. to noon.

For more information on these and
the many other classes and work-
shops offered at the VACNJ, contact
them at (908) 273-9121 or visit
artcenternj.org.

Coffee with Conscience Concerts
Continue to Brew Strong Cups

By MEREDITH MANNINO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – Recently, The Cof-
fee With Conscience Concert Series of
Westfield presented folk singers
Jonathan Byrd, winner of the 2003
Kerville New Folk festival, and Karen
Mal, a renowned lyricist and musician.

The longtime friends and artistic
colleagues sang duets and solos while
playing acoustic guitar and mandolin
to a small group of attendees. The
show was a stellar kickoff to the duo’s
two-week east-coast tour.

Mr. Byrd, a Chapel Hill, N.C. na-
tive, is a gem in concert. He plays and
sings in the engaging, earthy,
storytelling cowboy style embedded
in the culture of America’s western
and southern states. The self-pro-
claimed “country and Americana”
lyricist/musician grew up singing in
the Baptist church; his mother played
piano and his father was a preacher.

As an adolescent, he moved with
his family to Germany. As a young
adult, he served four years in the navy
and then returned to North Carolina
and immersed himself in Chapel Hill’s
underground rock music scene.

The singer says his past and current
experiences and travels provide fer-
tile and ever-changing inspiration for
his writing.

Circa 2000, after attending a

“fiddler’s convention” in Virginia, his
rock music style changed.

“It changed my life and it changed
my music, just banging away on an A
chord for hours at a time and sipping
that corn liquor,” he wrote on his web
site. “I didn’t know the songs and I
didn’t care. Whatever these people had
a hold of I wanted some of it. People got
killed, died or fell in love and then got
killed or maybe drank themselves to
death. They weren’t gonna be treated
this way and they’d trade their shoes for
a little bottle of booze.”

Mr. Byrd’s music career took off
after this revelation, and he’s been

steadily writing, recording and touring
ever since. His 2002 album, entitled
“The Waitress,” is a collection of bal-
lads with powerful, down-to-earth mes-
sages of love, survival and humanity.

On his new album, “This Is The
New That,” he connects with his rock
/indie roots. His voice, the semi grunge-
style tunes, meaningful lyrics and the
fact that in person he’s extremely soul-
ful, pleasant and calm are the reasons
for my addiction to this album.

Ms. Mal’s talent is impressive as
well. Her voice is harmonious, beau-
tiful and sweet, and her spirit is the
same way. Her studio work is super,
especially “Mercury’s Wings” (2002).

This album is lovely, mellow and
pastoral, and she’s got a soon-to-be-
released recording in the works. The
folk singer played one of her new songs,
entitled “Surprise,” this weekend, and
its uplifting message resonates: “You
can wait for miracles that never come
around/But you won’t see a shooting
star if you’re always looking down.”

Traditional Celtic music “informs
my sense of melody and my singing
style,” she commented. “I feel really
glad that it’s part of my calling to
keep alive where traditional music
came from.”

The native New Englander lives in
Austin, Tex.

The Coffee With Conscience Con-
cert Series of Westfield is a compila-
tion of live performances of eclectic
and emerging singer/songwriters.

Tickets to the performances, which
are usually held in the basement of
the First United Methodist Church of

Westfield, are reasonable, and pro-
ceeds are donated to charity. Quality
coffee is available at every show,
thanks to the event’s current director,
Ahrre Maros, owner of Ahrre’s Cof-
fee Roastery, located at 104 Elm Street
in Westfield.

Reverend Jeff Markay of the Spring-
field Emanuel United Methodist
Church developed the series in 2000.

He searched for a way to encour-
age community involvement. Several
congregation members suggested a
“coffee-house style” concert series
as the solution. The Reverend asked
Mr. Maros to donate the coffee, and
selected several charities to receive
the event’s proceeds.

When Rev. Markay was transferred
to another church, Mr. Maros, a music
fan with solid experience organizing
small live shows, noted that he “be-
came the glue that held it all together.”

“It’s a win-win for everyone,” Mr.
Maros said, and emphasized the value
of the First United Methodist Church’s
gratis contribution – its basement
turned tiny concert hall.

“The local community benefits
because the people get great music in
their own backyards,” he said.

A concert from the series is held
on the third Saturday of every
month, from September to June.
Proceeds from the Byrd / Mal con-
cert were donated to the Eric
Johnson House in Morristown, a
non-profit organization that pro-
vides transitional housing with sup-
portive services for people living
with HIV/AIDS.

CHANGE IS GOOD…Michael Mietlicki of Scotch Plains, a senior at the Wardlaw-
Hartridge School in Edison, delivered his senior speech on January 24, encourag-
ing his peers to embrace change by becoming motivated and innovative. “We can
make the change, we can be the difference...this school teaches us to do just that,”
he said. The son of Michael and Mary Anne Mietlicki of Scotch Plains, Michael
will portray Mayor Shinn in the school’s spring musical, The Music Man, from
Thursday through Saturday, March 1 to 3.

Courtesy of Azham Wasi
NO GUILTY CONSCIENCE...Karen Mal, lyricist and musician, and Jonathan
Byrd, of a folk background, play at the Coffee With Conscience Concert Series of
Westfield.

Washington School Show Challenges ‘Status Quo’

TAKE TAKE TAKE TAKE TAKE THE STTHE STTHE STTHE STTHE STAAAAAGEGEGEGEGE

By SUSAN M. DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – It’s a legend, a
tradition: the annual Washington El-
ementary School show, where par-
ents, teachers and staff combine tal-
ents to raise money for the school.

Until seeing it for myself on Fri-
day, January 26, I had no reason to
understand the hype and draw of this
phenomenon.

This year’s original show, Stick to
the Status Quo encompassed songs
and themes – from musicals like
Grease, Hairspray, Wicked and “High
School Musical” – that all deal with
stereotypes from two distinctly dif-
ferent social groups. The twist here
was the second act trial of the teen
hero.

“The tradition of staging a parent-
driven show began at Grant School in
February 1948,” read the playbill,
“when a small-scale talent show was
produced in an effort to encourage
attendance at PTA meetings.”

Washington School took over the

tradition in 1980 when Grant School
closed.

So popular was this year’s offer-
ing, the 59th show, that 175 volun-
teers were involved in its conception
and production.

Even though Eric Ingber’s child,
Taylor, is now in seventh grade, as the
band’s drummer, Mr. Ingber said he
continues to lend his talents to the
annual event for the school.

“Every parent is intermingled in
one way or another [with the show],”
Mr. Ingber said. “If not, they feel the
guilt!”

Although it’s almost unfair to single
out individuals in an ensemble show
of this sort, a few need mentioning.

“Popular” valley girl Heather (Patty
Vera) stole the show with her stellar
vocal advice.

Right on her heels for their perfor-
mances were muscleman Matt Felix,
playing the school’s star basketball
player, and Nancy Gleason as the
quiet “brainiac.”

Jonathan Fishman as John J. Jani-

tor delivered a rapid-fire monologue
in the “Law and Order” courtroom
scene that rightfully brought down
the house.

What would a Parent-Teacher Or-
ganization (PTO) show be without
the obligatory array of blonde-wigged
men in drag? Their rendition of “These
Boots Were Made for Walkin” would
make Nancy Sinatra smile.

And with Judge Judy Moody’s
(Lucy Biegler) lip sync of Aretha
Franklin’s “Think,” the robed jury
members of teachers and administra-
tors danced and cut loose while stu-
dents shouted their teachers’ names
in support.

“One” from A Chorus Line was a
visual standout with dancers present-
ing classy moves while decked out in
silver trimmed costumes.

The select chorus’ rendition of
Rent’s “Seasons of Love” boasted
great harmony, but it needed a brighter
spotlight on the solo voices so the
singers could be appropriately recog-
nized.

The audience roared its approval
for the striped prison gang’s render-
ing of “So you had a Bad Day.”

Congrats to writers Elizabeth
Doles, Matt Felix and Mitch Slater;
producers Charlie Bowman, Anita
Mushell, Jen Schildge and Lois Walter
and directors Dorothy Norris and
Angela Drachi for pulling off a clever,
fun show.

Musical direction by Rich Bucci
(on keyboard and alto sax) and
Candace Wicke kept the beat mov-
ing.

The last song’s refrain of “We’re
All in This Together” summed up
the time and effort of the volun-
teers.

Westfield Councilwoman Vicki
Kimmins (seated next to me) filled
me in on the history of the show. She
should know, since she remembers
her own mother up on the stage when
she was an elementary school stu-
dent.

“It’s a hoot…there’s such a sense
of community with this event,” she
said.

“I come back every year to see
friends and to support the project.”

Now I understand why.

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ONE SINGULAR SENSATION…Members of the 175 volunteers who wrote,
produced and starred in Stick to the Status Quo, Washington Elementary School’s
annual show, take a bow at the evening’s conclusion.


