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POLICE BLOTTER

GW Planning Bd. OK’s
Additional Sprint Antennas

By KATHY MARQUES
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – The borough’s plan-
ning board approved an application
at its January 25 meeting by Sprint
Spectrum L.P. to remove six Nextel
antennas and replace them with 12
Sprint antennas on the 118-foot tower
at 231 North Avenue. Sprint will also
store its electronic equipment within
the existing Nextel shelter, since
Sprint and Nextel have merged.

Prior to the board’s vote, Mark Nidle,
senior project Manager for Pinnacle
Telecom Group, testifying as an ex-
pert on Federal Communications Com-
mission (FCC) compliances, told the
board that he did an assessment of the
tower and “found it’s (the pole) well in
compliance with the FCC regulations
for radio additions.”

Board member Robert Scherer
questioned Sprint about the space
within the pole and whether it would
have room for the co-axle cables.

“The last applicant we had, I believe
it was T-Mobile, said there was no
room inside for cables and they wound
up putting the wires on the outside,”
Mr. Scherer said. “We don’t want any-
more wires on the outside and need to
make sure they stay inside.”

Warren Stillwell, a Sprint Spec-
trum  representative,  replied, “The
plans say the cables will be inside the
pole. If we deviate from it, then we’ll
have to come back.”

Planning Board Attorney Donald
Fraser, Jr. said, “The application is good
for what it’s good for. If the wires are
outside, then the carrier will be sited.”

Board members also voiced ques-
tions in regards to whether Sprint
received “approval from the owner of
the pole to place wires inside.” Mr.
Stillwell said, “Crown Atlantic Com-
pany owns the pole and subleases it to
cellular companies. We do have an
agreement with them to do this.”

Mr. Fraser said he was “troubled”
that Sprint didn’t include the letter
before addressing the board, and board
member William Nierstedt requested
a copy of the agreement from Crown
and Sprint to be submitted. He also
asked, “Since you’re removing six an-
tennas, how about planting six trees?”
to which Mr. Stillwell replied, “We
(Sprint) would have no objection.”

Board member Sandro Villaraut
asked Sprint to remove all existing
cables and wires.

The board drafted six points of
concern regarding the application: that
the co-axle cables stay inside the
tower, that an electrical engineer in-

spect the site, that Sprint plant six
shade trees, that they submit an agree-
ment between Crown and the prop-
erty owner, that they remove all ex-
cess cables and that they touch up any
damage to the pole. The motion, with
the six conditions added on, was ap-
proved by an eight-to-one vote.

In other business, board members
said they would make a recommenda-
tion to Mayor Dennis McCarthy and
the borough council that, especially at
meetings when there are multiple ap-
plications, if an applicant wants a court
reporter present, the applicant should
be responsible for the fees associated
with having a court reporter.

The board discussed the borough
ordinance concerning storefront win-
dow signs. Board planner and engineer
Victor Vinegra said he would look at
the land-use ordinance and clarify any
confusion regarding the rules and regu-
lations of having storefront signs.

“Many store owners are not edu-
cated as to the rules. We could send
them a letter, stating the exact speci-
fications of having window signs; it
would clear up any confusion and
excess signs,” Mr. Vinegra said.

Mr. Fraser said, “The ordinance
clearly states, you can have no more
than two signs per window, with no
more than 25 percent of the window
covered, excluding the door. You can
have five windows, but no more than
two signs per window.” A temporary
sign, such as “sale” or “going out of
business,” can be placed for 30 days.

The board discussed the preserva-
tion of historic buildings, such as the
Garwood Paperboard (castle front part
of the building) and the Aeolian, which
was tabled at the last board meeting.
Mr. Vinegra said he would see how
much it would cost to hire someone to
look at such buildings and deem them
historical for possible preservation.
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DWC Meeting
pated proposed budget is about
$399,000, about 2.5 percent more
than last year. Mr. Verdic said the
2005 to 2006 budget increase was
minimal and offsets this year’s larger
increase.

Some of the FY 2007 increase will
go towards design plans, promotions
and organizational communication
such as newsletters.

Mr. Caruana said, “I think that the
increase you’re proposing is outstand-
ing.” He said he thinks the budget will
be “well received.”

Mr. Martone said each year’s bud-
get is built from scratch because ex-
penses can vary from year to year.
“We’ve been in pretty good shape as
far as controlling the budget,” he said.

The town council’s finance commit-
tee must first approve the budget before
its goes to the full governing body.

In light of pending Union County tax
hikes released last week, which would
increase taxes for Westfield residents
by an average of $131, Mr. Martone
noted 16.8 percent of resident’s prop-
erty taxes go to town services.

Mr. Martone said, “(The budget) is
done with the mindset that every dol-
lar is so valuable to people.”

“We’re able to bring value to the
town with no real increase to talk
about,” Mr. Arena added.

Mrs. Cronin said the DWC budget
is not part of that 16.8 percent. “We
continue to try to do more with less,”
she said. “It’s our mantra.”

Calling them “impressive,” she listed
the DWC’s 2006 accomplishments as:
supporting 70 building rehabilitations,
assisting 17 new businesses being cre-
ated, promoting six property purchases
in the Special Improvement District
(SID) totaling more than $9-million
and organizing 29 special events.

Mrs. Cronin called the DWC “one
of the most misunderstood organiza-
tions in the town. We’re independent
but do a lot to assist the town.”

The board approved the maximum
facade grant for a sign to be added to
the Town Book Store. The store, re-
cently relocated to the corner of Elmer
and East Broad Streets, will add the
sign on the Elmer Street side.

The DWC also discussed 2007 pro-
motional events. Some of the events
listed were family movie nights on
September 14 and 28, the 11th annual
Sweet Sounds Downtown Jazz Festi-
val in July and August, the sixth an-
nual Downtown Westfield 5K and
Pizza Extravaganza on July 25, the
car show on September 16 and the
annual Trick or Treat Downtown and
Costume Contest in October, which
drew 1,600 participants last year.

A full calendar of events is listed on
the DWC website, westfieldtoday.com.

The board also discussed continu-
ing in 2007 its “hour free” parking
promotion, under which participat-
ing businesses give tokens to patrons.

In other business, Mrs. Cronin said
the 7,500-square foot retail space that
housed the clothing store Express is in
the process of being rented. Express
closed after 10 years at that location.

Mrs. Cronin said the landlord does
not plan to subdivide the space. She
said Express had rented the space
month-to-month since August, when
its 10-year lease expired. “There’s a
lot of interest in that space,” she said.

Board members said the space on
Broad Street that formerly housed
Haagen-Dazs and the Town Book Store
would be combined into one space and
would soon be rented. Annie’s Gour-
met Kitchen, where customers pre-
pare meals in a “professional kitchen,”
will open on Elmer Street.

Retail space is currently at 97-per-
cent occupancy. Office space is at 91-
percent occupancy, Ms. Cronin said.

The annual meeting of the Down-
town Westfield Committee, Inc. was
held prior to the DWC reorganization.
This committee was established as a
separate 501-(c)-3 charity organiza-
tion, whose primary purpose is to main-
tain the 9/11 Memorial Park. Mr.
Martone said the meeting is held every
year to “keep (the charity) going.”

The next DWC meeting will be
Monday, February 26, at 7:30 p.m.
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the short-term, he said the $9,000 is
“not as harmless as it seems…and puts
a burden on the entire state.”

He said five years ago, “the town
took Rick Danser out of the pension
system, and we still have the same
quality of legal services. It hasn’t
skipped a beat.”

He said Cranford recently added
an RFQ stipulation when bidding for
legal services and they “get superior
legal services at better values.”

Separately, Mr. Echausse said his
committee came to a consensus on a
bifurcated rate for members of the
legal team’s firms.

Mr. Echausse said if someone has
seven or less years of experience since
being admitted to the New Jersey Bar
Association, he or she would be eli-
gible for a 10-percent discounted rate
of $135 an hour for performing “ex-
traordinary duties” – those that are
deemed as outside of the town code
that vary throughout the year.

Mr. Cockren and Mr. Danser would
continue to earn $150 an hour for
similar duties. Anyone considered a
“paralegal” would earn $75 an hour.

Based on conversations with Coun-
cilman Mark Ciarrocca, an attorney in
Union, Mr. Cockren’s and Mr. Danser’s
respective firms, “that timeframe
(seven years) is when you’d generally
determine whether someone is on track
to being a partner. We did not want to
get stuck on titles,” Mr. Echausse said.

The governing body passed the
measure unanimously.

In another matter, Mr. Haas pre-
sented a plan on Westfield High
School parking. Describing the cur-
rent situation, Mr. Haas said, “High-
school students fill blocks with parked

cars, and a few students behave badly.”
Currently, 425 students drive to WHS,
which does not offer on-site parking.

The recommendation would pro-
pose to the board of education that it,
along with the town, jointly create 99
spaces at WHS, funded with partial
repayment from parking fees.

Mr. Haas said the suggestion would
remove “one fifth to one quarter” of
the problem from the streets. Spaces
would cost about $200 a year.

The plan calls for 37 spaces added
next to the auditorium and an expan-
sion of the WHS lot to yield 62 spaces.
The board and the town would jointly
fund the plan for a total of $275,000,
with a yearly payment of roughly
$20,685.

First Ward Councilman Sal Caruana
said the parking would have “minimal
impact on field usability.” He said the
town’s responsibility of $10,000 was
an “expense worthy of our consider-
ation to improve the quality of life.”

With “tremendous demand for
parking and enrollment growing,” the
town “sees the board of education as
the only way to have a high-impact
solution,” he said.

Second Ward Councilwoman Jo
Ann Neylan said, “It’s about time we
do something. We should take it to the
next step. I’ve heard enough com-
plaining from residents and parents
of high-school students alike. It’s a
step in the right direction.”

Second Ward Councilwoman Vicki
Kimmins, a high-school parent for eight
years, took issue with the high school
and the BOE, saying, “the BOE and the
high school principal never indicated
that there’s a problem. They haven’t
sent parents letters to say ‘talk to your
kids about being a good neighbor, don’t
throw trash, don’t smoke pot.’ The high
school is not doing their job.”

“It’s great that we’re finally ad-
dressing it,” she added, “but I resent
that they forced us to address this
situation, when it is the BOE who
needs to address it.”

Mr. Echausse said the council
should determine a “mechanism” to
ensure that there is enough demand to
pay for spaces, instead of choosing
free on-street parking.

“People will walk a country mile
for free parking,” he said.

Fourth Ward Councilman Jim
Foerst said, “From the parent’s per-
spective, to have their kids know that
there’s an assigned spot, it would
give them some security.” The coun-
cil will present the plan to the BOE.

In other business, the council said it
would oppose the adoption of Senate
Bill S-7/A-8 and S-10/A-4, which in-
clude a pilot countywide school system
program and county executive superin-
tendent. Currently, S-7/A-4 would ex-
clude Union County because it includes
more than one Abbott school district. S-
10/A-4 has no such restrictions.

Mr. Foerst, at the January 30 public
meeting, said, “While these particu-
lar bills have recently been removed
from consideration, they arose liter-
ally in the middle of the night, with-
out debate by the legislature and with-
out any public input or discussion.
We do not want these measures again
revived in similar fashion.

“This body believes that these bills
and others similar proposals would
likely channel your property taxes
away from our schools and into other
Union County districts,” he added.
“We also believe that these actions
would deteriorate the high quality of
our schools and adversely affect our
property values as being directly tied
to the established record of success of
Westfield public education.”

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Council Discusses Pensions

Police Reveal Second Series
Of Motor Vehicle Burglaries

By SUZETTE F. STALKER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – A second string of
motor vehicle burglaries occurred in
Westfield last week, following a se-
ries of break-ins that occurred earlier
this month involving more than a
dozen vehicles.

The latest incidents, involving nine
vehicles, were reported between 6:21
a.m. last Thursday and 12:56 p.m. on
Saturday, according to Sergeant Scott
Rodger of the Westfield Police De-
partment.

Like the first round of burglaries,
which occurred between January 13
and 14, all the break-ins occurred on the
south side of town. Incidents were re-
ported last week on Avon Road, Cedar
and Marlboro Streets, Frances and
Belmar Terraces and Roger Avenue.

While the types of vehicles en-
tered varied, Sgt. Rodger told The

Westfield Leader Monday that the
common denominators, besides oc-
curring on the south side of town,
were that all had been left unlocked
and parked in driveways or in front
of the victims’ homes during the
overnight hours.

Three vehicles belonging to two
different owners were entered at one
address in the 100 block of Cedar
Street, while another two vehicles
were burglarized at the same location
in the 300 block of Roger Avenue,
Sgt. Rodger said.

In most instances, nothing was re-
ported missing from the vehicles, but it
was apparent someone had gone
through them, Sgt. Rodger said. An
undetermined amount of change was
removed from a vehicle in the 200
block of Avon Road; a radar detector
valued at $300 was taken from a vehicle
in the 300 block of Roger Avenue.

in World War II until the early 1970s.
According to Jeanette Rotella, Mrs.

Triano’s sister, many area romances
blossomed at the Glenview Manor dur-
ing and after World War II. It was also
the location of many area residents’
first alcoholic drinks. The Trianos ac-
quired the property from George
Chrone, who also owned the location
that is now the Jolly Trolley in Westfield
and operated by Charlie Brown’s. The
Chrones family currently operates
Chrone’s Tavern in Mountainside.

Mr. and Mrs. Triano lived upstairs
from the bar. In the early 1970s, when
the drinking age was lowered to 18, the
clientele changed, and shortly afterwards,
Mr. and Mrs. Triano sold the restaurant.
For a short time, a seafood restaurant
called Seymour’s occupied the site.

A post-fire press release from
Charlie Brown’s indicates that Charlie
Brown’s has operated the North Av-
enue site since June 1975 and that the
location had served as its corporate
office at one time.
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Westfield
Sunday, January 21, Joseph Wisniewski,

21, of Westfield was arrested at North
Avenue and Crossway Place for alleged
possession of less than 50 grams of mari-
juana. He was released on his own recog-
nizance with a summons.

Monday, January 22, Jorge Rivera, 33,
of Elizabeth was arrested and charged
with hindering apprehension for alleg-
edly giving police a false name following
a motor vehicle stop at Cranford Avenue
and Benson Place.

Rivera was taken into custody on mul-
tiple outstanding warrants, including one
no-bail warrant each from the Union
County Sheriff’s and Hudson County
Sheriff’s departments; a motor vehicle
warrant from West New York for $295
and a motor vehicle warrant from Eliza-
beth for $255.

He was served with a summons for
hindering apprehension and was held
pending transfer to the Union County
Sheriff’s Department.

Monday, January 22, Salvatore Fazio,
23, of Westfield was arrested at Westfield
police headquarters on an outstanding
Westfield motor vehicle warrant. He was
released after posting $91 cash bail.

Wednesday, January 24, a Cherry Lane
resident reported the theft of three rings,
including two diamond rings and a gold
ring, from a curio cabinet in her bedroom.
There were no signs of forced entry.

Thursday, January 25, William
Lepinsky, 56, of Fanwood was arrested
for allegedly driving while intoxicated
following a motor vehicle stop at West
North Avenue and Edgewood Avenue.
According to police, he was held until
sober and then released.

Thursday, January 25, Jaime
Grubesich, 24, of South Plainfield was
charged with alleged DWI following a
motor vehicle stop at South Avenue and
Crossway Place. She was issued sum-
monses and subsequently released to a
responsible individual.

Thursday, January 25, Jose Garcia, 49,
of Keasbey was arrested on a civil con-
tempt warrant out of Somerset County
following a motor vehicle stop at Central
Avenue and Cacciola Place. He posted
$942 bail and was released.

Thursday, January 25, a business in the
200 block of East Broad Street reported
the shoplifting of $4,175 worth of mer-
chandise.

Friday, January 26, Manuel Salas, 24,
of Union was arrested following a motor
vehicle stop on the 600 block of South
Avenue, West, on motor vehicle warrants
from Edison and Mendham. Salas posted
$89 bail on the Edison warrant and was
released on his own recognizance on the
Mendham warrant.

Friday, January 26, Kunwar E. Baba,
23, of Westfield was arrested at
Cumberland Street and North Scotch
Plains Avenue pursuant to a contempt of
court motor vehicle warrant issued by the
Kenilworth Municipal Court. He was re-
leased after posting $215 bail.

Friday, January 26, Steve McIntyre, 22,
of Roselle was arrested at Westfield police
headquarters on a Roselle Park motor ve-
hicle warrant for $100. He was turned over
to the Union Police Department on another
warrant out of that jurisdiction.

Saturday, January 27, a resident of Scotch
Plains reported that someone forcibly en-
tered her mother’s home on the 700 block of
Prospect Street. The person or individuals
responsible gained entry by removing a
screen at a rear porch area and then forcing
entry into the residence through a rear door.
Dressers and closets were apparently en-
tered but nothing was reported missing.

Scotch Plains
Wednesday, January 24, a resident of

Donamy Glen reported that someone ob-
tained her credit card information and
made several hundred dollars worth of
unauthorized purchases.

Thursday, January 25, a bus driver at
the Union County Vocational Technical
School reported that a student yelled at
him because he did not let him off the bus
quickly enough.

Saturday, January 27, a resident of Ce-
dar Grove Terrace reported that someone
scratched his vehicle some time overnight.

Sunday, January 28, Kevin Pompey,
27, of Plainfield was arrested after a mo-
tor vehicle stop on Route 22 and charged
with DWI.

Monday, January 29, Harold Kramer,
50, of Plainfield was arrested and charged
with DWI after a motor vehicle stop for a
violation on Terrill Road.

Fanwood
Thursday, January 25, Thomas M.

Corrello, Jr., 22, of Plainfield was ar-
rested following a motor vehicle stop on
Terrill Road for outstanding warrants out
of Plainfield and North Plainfield.

Friday, January 26, Pamela A. Marel, 26,
of Scotch Plains was arrested following a
motor vehicle stop on Martine Avenue and
charged with DWI. She was processed and
released to a responsible adult.

Saturday, January 27, Deanna N.
Wharton, 36, of Linden was arrested after
a motor vehicle stop on South Avenue on
an outstanding Linden warrant.

Sunday, January 28, Ellis T. Buwa, 52,
of Plainfield was arrested on an outstand-
ing Woodbridge warrant after a motor
vehicle stop.

Tuesday, January 30, Nishit H. Patel, 28,
of Irving, Tex. was arrested on an outstand-
ing Franklin Township warrant after a mo-
tor vehicle stop on South Avenue.

Wednesday, January 31, John H. Carter,
3rd, 20, of Plainfield was arrested on an
outstanding North Plainfield warrant af-
ter a motor vehicle stop on South Avenue.

Mountainside
Tuesday, January 23, Jayshaun Q.

Whack, 20, of Newark was arrested for
DWI after a motor vehicle stop on Spruce
Drive. He was also charged with a posses-
sion of a controlled dangerous substance.

Tuesday, January 23, Efrain Vera, 52,
of Newark was arrested at the Essex
County Sherrifs’ Department on an out-
standing warrant in the amount of $300.

Thursday, January 25, Milton
Cunningham, 22, of Irvington was arrested
at the Irvington Police Department for an
outstanding warrant in the amount of $1,600.

Saturday, January 27, Michael McCue,
24, of Westfield was arrested and charged
with DWI after he was found sleeping
behind the wheel in the right lane on Route
22. According to police, the vehicle was
running and the suspect’s foot was on the
brake. An open bottle of vodka was found
in the suspect’s lap, police said.

Sunday, January 28, a resident of Hill-
side Avenue reported that someone threw
eggs at his home. The victim washed the
egg off his house, police said.

Gina Levy for The Westfield Leader
MOVING AHEAD...The 2007 DWC board of directors poses Monday night.
Pictured, from left, are: Town Council liaison Sal Caruana, Lisa Bertone-Marvin,
DWC Chairman David Martone, Diane Barabas, Frank Arena, Dominick Verdic,
Town Administrator James Gildea and Alan DeRose (missing: Lee Hale).

Westfield
Residents interested in becoming can-

didates for the Westfield BOE can obtain
kits and petitions at the board secretary’s
office at 302 Elm Street by calling tele-
phone (908) 789-4401.

Petitions must be signed and delivered
to board secretary Robert Berman by the
filing deadline. Each year, three three-
year BOE positions of the nine total are
up for election. Terms expire in April for
seats currently held by Ginny Leiz, Rich-
ard Solomon and Julia Walker.

Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Residents interested in running for the

BOE can obtain kits and petitions at the
business office of board secretary An-
thony DelSordi, located at Evergreen
Avenue and Cedar Street, by calling (908)
232-6161, ext. 20.

Two seats in Scotch Plains and one in
Fanwood are up for election, as the three-
year positions currently held by Craig
Nowlin and Tom Russo of Scotch Plains
and Rob O’Connor of Fanwood expire.

Mountainside
Residents can pick up petitions and

information packets from board secretary
Roderic McLaughlin at the board’s of-
fice, located in the Beechwood School at
1497 Woodacres Drive, by calling (908)
232-3232, ext. 142.

Three seats are up for election this year;
those held by Carmine Venes, Raymond
Haggar and Gene Nagel expire in April.

Garwood
Residents can pick up nominating pe-

titions and information packets from board
secretary Julia DePinto-Perez at the board
offices in Lincoln School, at 400 Second
Avenue, by calling (908) 789-0332.

Three seats are up for election; those
held by Debbie Courtney, Linda Koenig
and Lisa Marano expire in April.

don’t know where a child is,” he said.
“We do need a better system for ac-
counting for where the children are.”

Because this new software would be
web-based, it would allow teachers to
access the system at any time to update
grades and other information. Parents
would also have access to this informa-
tion throughout the school year.

Mr. Cullen noted that, at the present
time in his school, grading is not

computerized at all. Report cards are
filled out by hand or with a typewriter
and are set up as quadruplicate car-
bon copies to be used for the four
marking periods of the school year.

Mr. Fyffe said, “I just want to point
out that on January 30, 2007, your
elementary principal is talking about
carbon copies.”

Board member Julia Walker ex-
pressed concern about the change in
procedure that the system would re-
quire of the faculty: “This whole web-
based idea of entering information is
a change in culture. Are you saying
that teachers will be very comfort-
able to change the way they do it,
having been doing it for years?”

Mr. Cullen said teachers would be
receptive: “In a similar situation not
too many years ago, we introduced e-
mail, and there was concern that e-
mail would be an issue for teachers.
But, actually, it has increased com-
munication while it has reduced the
amount of time it takes to communi-
cate.”

Art Ardolino, the creator and presi-
dent of Cimple Systems, Inc., who
was present to demonstrate the sys-
tem, said there would be a direct link
for teachers to e-mail parents. He also
said parents throughout the state de-
mand the ability to access student
records as they become available.

In other business, Superintendent
of Schools William Foley, along with
Mr. Carey, introduced newly ap-
pointed Roosevelt Vice Principal
Matthew Bolton. He comes from Fair
Lawn Memorial Middle School and
was selected from a pool of 85 appli-
cants.
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and the circle. She said a streetscape
consultant was hired and worked on a
final plan that would incorporate new
sidewalk, lighting and brick pavers
on the edging of both sidewalks.

Labor Attorney Rick Danser at-
tended the closed session, which con-
cerned Kasko vs. Town of Westfield,
and updated the council on negotia-
tions with the Teamsters Union. With
the police and firefighters contracts
settled, Teamsters, which covers pub-
lic works employees, is the only en-
tity still in negotiation. The Commu-
nications Workers of America (CWA)
contract expires at year’s end.

The police department seeks to ter-
minate Mr. Kasko for allegations that
he made false statements in testi-
mony during a disciplinary hearing.
The officer also has filed a federal
lawsuit against the town for allegedly
violating his rights under the
whistleblower provision.


