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DOUGHER SINKS 18, SHEEHAN 13

Raider Cagers Outlast
Blue Devil Boys, 54-45
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Junior Kevin Maroney sank seven
of his 16 points in the final four minutes of the third quarter and senior
Brian Dougher sealed the deal by
hitting eight of his game-leading 18
points in the fourth quarter to give the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
boys basketball team a 54-45 victory
over host Westfield on December 15.
The Blue Devils, comprised solely
of juniors and sophomores were led
offensively by juniors Chris Sheehan
and Mike Lessner, who put in 13 and
12 points, respectively, but they were
unable to keep up with the rebounding dominance of the senior-strong
Raiders led by senior Lordly Okarter,
who pulled down 11 boards. Maroney
was strong also with 10 rebounds.
“That was the turning point. Our
shots were off-target early on but we
absolutely controlled the boards,” said
Raider Head Coach Dan Doherty.
“The biggest thing that hurt us was
our rebounding. Even last year, being
6’1” across the board, we never got outrebounded like today. We are basically
four juniors and three sophomores. Our
guys are good players but sometimes,
physical maturity takes time. It was
juniors and sophomores against seniors
and that was the edge,” said Blue Devil
Head Coach Kevin Everly.
“Kevin and the guards got in that
second and third shot. We are a little
bigger than them. Lordly Okarter did
a great job on rebounds,” said Dougher.
The Blue Devils kept pace with the
Raiders and had the score knotted at 1414 with less than a minute remaining
until Dougher nailed a 3-pointer and
Reggie Solomon, who bucketed two

threes earlier in the quarter and finished
with nine points, added a free throw.
“Everybody on our team knows
how to score. Scoring doesn’t necessarily rest on my shoulders. Kevin
played great. Reggie played great,”
Dougher said.
The Raiders held a 27-21 lead at
the half but relinquished it when
Lessner put in six points and junior
Tony DiIorio (3 points) and sophomore Pat Gray (6 points) each sank
two points each to tie the score midway through the third quarter. But the
Raider defense tightened and
Maroney’s burst ignited a 10-point
run to end the quarter 41-31. Dougher
took over in the final quarter.
“We were having match up problems. I think we took Brian out. They
had a guard on Kevin so we sent him
down to the post. Then they went with
a bigger guy toward the end of the
(third) quarter so we put him at the
point then he put us up ten. Then our
experience took over in the fourth
quarter,” coach Doherty explained.
“Our defense picked up. We gave up
14 points in the first quarter but after
that we tightened up. They did a run
and we handled a run. Last year at this
time, we might have caved in on a
run. We hit our foul shots. It’s all
about getting a win.”
“Brian Dougher is tough to beat
when the game gets tight. He is going
to make some big shots,” said coach
Everly.
“They ran nice sets, extremely well
coached. Danny DeCataldo was pestering their point guard all game and
forced a lot of turnovers,” said coach
Doherty. “Second time around, they
are going to be tough.”

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

LOOKING FOR A SET UP…Blue Devil Chris Sheehan, No. 30, dribbles down
court, while being hounded by Raider Dan DeCataldo.

Kenny Knapp (119) Brearley Bears

Trevor Cannon (152) SPF Raiders

John Barnes (125) Blue Devils

Craig Montgomery (119) RP Panthers

Joe Lospinoso (135) Brearley Bears

Jorge Branco (140) RP Panthers

Peter Terrezza (112) N. Prov. Pioneers

Jesse Boyden (215) Brearley Bears

Brearley Bears Remain the Team to Beat
For Union County Wrestling Dominance
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The David Brearley Bears of
Kenilworth proved they were the
“New Sheriff in Town” when they
won their second straight Union
County Wrestling championship by
dethroning perennial power Roselle
Park (Panthers). The Kenilworth team
sent eight Bears to the finals and
claimed five individual champions.
There appears to be little doubt that
these snarling Bears will, once again,
take a healthy swat at anyone who
attempts to snatch their title away
from them.
The Panthers, however, are just
waiting to get another shot at them
and so are the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Raiders, who placed third in the
county last year. Both teams should
be competitive. The New Providence
Pioneers, who finished fourth, have
one returning county champ and a
runnerup but they are very young. A
majority of the county teams have
larger freshmen and sophomore contingents than junior and seniors, so
the aim would be to build strong
teams for the future.
BREARLEY BEARS:
The Bears qualified 13 wrestlers
for the Region 3 (R3) tournament,
producing three champions, and qualified seven for the NJSIAA tournament in Atlantic City (AC), returning

with a third, fourth and a sixth place
finish. Eight region qualifiers return,
including five NJSIAA qualifiers. The
Bears also defeated the Panthers to claim the
sectional title.
The Bears face
the third-toughest schedule in
the state, wresMatt Loffa (145)
tling seven of the
Brearley Bears
top-10 teams but
they have the firepower throughout
the lineup to make it fun to watch.
“It’s great for these guys to see that
type of caliber. If everything goes
well, then I think we are going to be
very competitive,” said head coach
Brian Luciani.
All weight classes are dependent
on certification.
Top Wrestlers:
Kenny Knapp (jr. – 119): He is a
two-time UC and district champ,
placed third at AC at 103-lbs and
finished with a 41-2 record.
Allan Phillips (so. – 112): R3 qualifier, third in UC at 119-lbs but he will
have stiff competition from freshman
Danny Reiss, who was a champ at the
youth states.
Rob Piper (sr. – 130): Third in
UC, R3 qualifier at 125-lbs and finished with a 30-10 record.
Joe Lospinoso (jr. – 135): He

Westfield . . . Magnificent Stone Creek custom 12 RM, 6 BDRM, 7 ½ BTH, 6600 sq.ft.
colonial. Architectural integrity, detailed craftsmanship & prestigious location. Outstanding
amenities.-customized ceilings, exquisite millwork, old world arched drways, 2 story foyer w/
motorized chand. Lift, 4 frplcs, circular strcase, holiday sz DR, deluxe KIT, butler’s pantry w/
wet bar, 1st flr guest suite, Library, Master suite w/frplc, dress. Rm, & sitting rm. 1st & 2nd flr
game rms, 3 car garage, 4 zn HT & CAC. 148 x 200 property. $3,795,000. WSF0065

Westfield . . . Spectacular builder’s own 5800 sq ft HM. Meticulous attention to quality
craftsmanship, extraordinary style & timeless elegance. 5 BRS, 4 Full & 2 half BTHS, deluxe
KIT, MBRM w/sitting RM w/wet bar, office, private patio & luxury BTH. Superior finishes,
5 FRPLC, accented ceil, banquet sz DR, Billiard RM, views of Watchung Mts , 7 ZN HT/
CAC, beaut terraced property (.58 ac.) and much more. $2,750,000 WSF0791

Westfield . . . 5 bedroom, 3 ½ bath colonial. Spacious Rms. Charming front porch opens to
foyer w/circular strcse, LR, FDR, kitchen w/center isle, breakfast room and adjacent FR w/
frplc & slider to patio. Master BR w/2 wlk-in closets & full whirlpool Bth. 4 additional BR’s
and 2 full Bths. Plenty of time to pick colors etc. $1,475,000. WSF0091

Westfield . . . Buontempo Homes presents this luxury colonial w/11 RMS, 5 BR, 5 ½ BTH in
the Indian Forest area. This home offers approx 7400 sq.ft. inc finished lower level. Noteworthy
features: MBR suite w/2 frplc, 2 story Great Rm with access to expansive deck & French drs to
Sunroom. Deluxe 20ft. KIT, butler’s pantry. Living & Dining Rm w/accented ceilings, Library,
guest suite, 3 CAR GRGE. $2,595,000. WSF0905

placed third in UC, second in R3,
fourth at AC at 130-lbs and had a 396 record.
Matt Loffa (sr. – 145): Second in
UC, R3 qualifier at 140-lbs and finished 25-10.
Travis Dilts (jr. – hwt): Third UC
at 160-lbs. Put on some size.
Umar Taramov (jr. – 160): Second UC, third R3, won two bouts at
AC at 171-lbs and finished 35-9.
Hany Elsheikh (sr. – 189): Second UC, second R3 at 189-lbs and
finished 33-7.
Jesse Boyden (sr. – 215): Threetime UC and two-time R3 Champ,
sixth at AC twice and finished 40-5.
Has the most career wins in Brearley
history.
CRANFORD COUGARS:
The Cougars
return only two
Region 3 qualifiers and one wrestler who placed
fourth in the
UCT. The CouMesut Oscan (125) gars, numbering
Cranford Cougars 26 wrestlers, are

comprised mainly of underclassmen
so the look is toward the future.
“We are very excited about this
season in that we have a team loaded
with freshmen and sophomores. We
only have four
seniors and two
juniors,” said
Cougar Head
Coach Darren
Torsone.
The team captains are Kevin
Brian Buontempo Aldredge and
(130) Cougars
Mesut Oscan.
“We are expecting big things from
Kevin this year and we believe Mesut
will do better,” said Torsone.
Brian Buontempo (so. – 125/30):
Second in district at 103. Put on a lot
of muscle since last year.
Mesut Oscan (sr. – 125): Third in
district
Kevin Aldredge (sr. – 189)
Joe Brady (so. – Hwt): Fourth in
UC
NEW PROV. PIONEERS:
CONTINUED ON PAGE 16

Happy
Holidays

Westfield . . . 4 bedroom, 2 bath cape cod w/83x100 property. Living room, spacious eat-in
kitchen, hardwood floors and easy access to Parkway. $389,000 WSF0989

May this joyous season bring
you and yours an abundance of
peace, health and happiness!

Top of the line fixtures, appliances, stone and
marble, oak flooring, Plain & Fancy kitchen
cabinetry. Old World Charm with today’s
most desired amenities.

Hye-Young Choi
#1 REALTOR, Total Production 11 Years!
NJAR® Circle of Excellence Platinum Level 2002-2006
Office 908-233-5555 Ext. 169 Direct Line 908-301-2015
www.hye-youngchoi.net hye-young@att.net

156 Lincoln Rd. CH Colonial- 4Beds, 3.5 Baths.
Over 4,000 sq. ft of living space.
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