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Blue Devil Boys’ Outlook
Appears Bright in Hoops

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

SPF Raider Boys Look
To Be Force in Hoops

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Returning seven players could
make the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School basketball team a force
in Union County and in the Watchung
Conference.

Finishing 13-13 last year, the Raid-
ers defeated Union Catholic in the
first round of the Union County Tour-
nament (UCT) then gave St. Patrick’s
fits before dropping a 66-53 decision
in the quarterfinals. In the North Jer-
sey, Section 2, Group 3 tournament,
the Raiders overwhelmed
Middletown South before losing a
close 49-46 game to eventual sec-
tional winner Colonia in the
quarterfinals.

“We had a good year. We just could
never pull off the big, big victory last
year. We’re hoping this year with a lot
of experienced players returning, that
it can put us over the top in some of
those close games we lost,” said Raider
Head Coach Dan Doherty. “We have
big strong kids. They worked hard and
got themselves in the weight room, so
that has helped us. Just the experience
of the shooters from last year is going
to help us. Quickness wise, we have
some of that coming off the bench, but
once again, experience is going to be
the number one factor.”

The Raiders bring plenty of leader-
ship to the floor with seniors Bryan
Dougher, Lordly Okarter, Dan
DeCataldo, Greg Zabel, Rob Zekunda
and Reggie Solomon.

Dougher, a guard and named one
of the top 15 players in the county last
year, finished with a team-high 970
points, including 100-career three-
pointers, will pack a formidable of-
fensive punch.

“Bryan pretty much has done it all
over his three years as a starter. He’s
become the first 1,000 point scorer in
over 20 years,” said coach Doherty.
“Now what he wants is to see if he can
do something team wise.”

Forward 6’4” Okarter brings a pow-
erful frame on the inside.

“He’s extremely strong, tough and
a very aggressive rebounder. Needs
to play a little more consistently, but
his offense game has come along, so
we may look for a little more offen-
sive fire power from him,” coach
Doherty said.

The Raiders look for big things
from DeCataldo in the backcourt and
count on his perimeter skills.

“Danny had an excellent summer
and we really expect him to step it up.
Maybe not numbers wise but he’ll do
a good job taking the pressure off of
Bryan and becoming the point guard
more. He’s a real great defender and
that will really helps us,” coach

Doherty said.
Moroney, a 6’5 junior forward,

netted 128 points last year.
“Another excellent summer! He can

play down low, can shoot the three
and we’re expecting a lot of things
from him, “coach Doherty said.

Solomon according to coach
Doherty has shown varsity experi-
ence and is expected to step up big.

“A little more confidence, gives a
little quickness and depth at the guard
position,” coach Doherty said.

The 6’4” Zekunda is a very accu-
rate shooter, who pumped in 104
points last year and added muscle
under the glass.

“Good presence underneath for us,”
coach Doherty said.

Adding depth at the guard position
is Zabel, a very good shooter as well.
Ishmil Raymond, a 6’5” forward
transfer from Roselle, will give the
Raiders an added dimension.

As to the Raiders’ goals and expec-
tations,” coach Doherty said, “They
are high. We don’t get into saying
we’re looking to win titles or any-
thing but we’ll take it game by game,
really just improve and see what hap-
pens from there. We do feel however
that we have a better and more expe-
rienced squad than we had last year.”

Blue Devil Icemen Open
Season on Optimistic Note

By PAUL FITZHENRY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Westfield Blue Devils ice
hockey team opened its 2007-8 sea-
son last week looking to show peren-
nial rivals Cranford Cougars and Sum-
mit Hilltoppers they mean business.
All three teams were entered in the
annual Cron Holiday Tournament,
which concludes with the champion-
ship game tonight at Warinanco Park
at 8:30 p.m.

Westfield opened the tournament
in convincing fashion by trouncing
Scotch Plain-Fanwood, 9-1, on De-
cember 4. The victory moved the
Blue Devils into the second round
where they stopped the Mendham
Minutemen, 4-2, on December 10. In
the other bracket, Cranford tripped
Summit, 6-2,for the right to play the
heavily favored Morris Knolls Golden
Eagles, the five-time defending Cron
tournament champion. Westfield will
face off against the Cranford-Morris
Knolls winner in the finale.

Coach Dennis Doherty, who began
his sixth season behind the Blue Dev-
ils bench, sees the Cron Tournament
as an ideal opportunity to build mo-
mentum for New Jersey high school
league play where Westfield has
started slowly in recent seasons.

“We want to make some noise early
in the season and we have the poten-
tial to do just that in the Cron Tourna-
ment,” said Doherty.

Doherty is optimistic about the sea-
son ahead despite the loss of a large
contingent of seniors from last year’s
team, notably forwards Brian and Seth
Davidson and defenseman John
Attanasio. Goaltender Eric Zagorski,
meanwhile, transferred to
Lawrenceville following his junior year.

That means Westfield will rely
heavily this season on the starting
forward line of seniors Jimmy Bender,

Craig Esposito and Evan Einstein.
Co-captains Bender and Esposito each
have more than 90 points through
their first three seasons with the Blue
Devils and Einstein is a force patrol-
ling the left wing. In goal, seniors
Caitlin Whitlock and Matt Fritz will
contend for the number one job with
no clear favorite at this early point in
the season according to Doherty.

Senior AJ Cunningham will join
sophomores Danny Reyman and Matt
Wronski on the team’s second for-
ward line, while freshmen CJ Meyer
and Henry O’Brien will compete for
time on the third line along with
sophomore Zander Maslow and jun-
ior Phil Cohn. Meyer and O’Brien
head up a bumper crop of 12 fresh-
men, who have joined the Blue Devil
hockey program this season, most of
whom will skate for Junior Varsity
Coach George Giresi.

“We have a handful of freshman
who can make an impact for us this
season,” said Doherty. “That’s a defi-
nite bonus and bodes well for the
future of our program.”

On defense, sophomores Dylan
Moran and Joe Kramkowski will join
juniors Pat Tresnan and Michael Foley
as the first two varsity pairings. Foley,
who skated last season as a forward,
will make the transition to the blue
line for the 07-08 campaign.

Following the Cron Tournament,
Westfield begins league play with
back-to-back contests against
Cranford on December 17 and 19.
Those two games could go a long way
to determining where Westfield ends
up in a three-way race Doherty sees
shaping up between with the Blue
Devils, Cougars and Hilltoppers.

“Watchung Hills will clearly be the
favorite but it’s pretty much a coin
toss for second between Cranford,
Summit and us,” predicted Doherty.

there’s always the next guy and we do
have some guys here who are going to
be that next guy,” said coach Everly.
“We have guys like a Chris Sheehan
and a Mike Lessner, Tony DiIorio,
Joey Kopser and a Pat Sabitino who
can play at the next level and bring us
some good county and state wins and
a good conference record.”

According to coach Everly the start-
ing lineup is not set in stone, however
the team has lots of balance thus
allowing players to interchange. “It’s
not who starts but who finishes games
and that’s the most important part,”
he said. “A lot of people concern
themselves with who starts, so I’m
going to tell you whom I think will be
in at the end of the game for us. There
is going to be a Tony. He’s a guy that
has to be on the court. Lessner, the
shooting guard, has to be on the court.
Sheehan was the decision-making ball

handler for us; has to be on the court.
Sabitino, with his ability to rebound
and has an inside presence; needs to
be on the court. David Pusar, he’s a
good shooter too. If you shoot the
ball, he needs to be on the court.
Senior Manny Mills’s defense, his
aggressiveness and intensity; needs
to be on the court. Every game is
going to be a little different and I’m
looking forward to some good energy
games.”

Looking ahead, coach Everly said,
“You have to be strong in this confer-
ence and you have to have some expe-
rience and I like to think that we have
that. I don’t get all caught up in that
senior, junior, sophomore and fresh-
man thing. Obviously, with experi-
ence it helps. Four of our guys battled
in the Watchung conference, they’ve
seen it, they have been part of it and I
think they’ll be okay.”

Much More Than W’s to the Legacy of Kehler
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

Plainfield, Cranford, Montclair,
Nutley, Union and Elizabeth were far
easier opponents than the stomach can-
cer that, after a four-year battle, finally
outlasted Gary Kehler last Friday.

Within seconds of getting the word
of Gary’s passing, a thousand memo-
ries raced through my head ...

… those long-ago Saturday morn-
ing Westfield Boys Football League
games at Tamaques Park, when Gary
would always be out there watching
before heading over to Recreation
Field (now Kehler Stadium) for his
own game; the ’69 come-from-be-
hind tie against Rahway, the 62-22
romp over Montclair in ’70, the 12-6
win over Plainfield in the ’71 Ice
Bowl on Thanksgiving, the 35-0 pum-
meling of an unscored-upon
Montclair in ’77, the ’82 final game at
Plainfield; and all the great wrestling
matches against Russ Riegel and
Hunterdon Central, Seton Hall Prep,
Phillipsburg, SP-F and Herbie
Farrell’s Cranford teams …

… the way he switched guys
around, to always get the past players
on the field. Moving blocking back
Dave Morash to guard, where he made
all-state; moving quarterback Skeeter
MacCloskey to split end so
Monninger could play quarterback;
making functioning quarterbacks out
of halfback Dean Boylan and end
Steve Bodmer, who went on to be-
come a small-college all-American
defensive tackle; and the many out-
standing running backs who became
all-star guards and tackles, including

the classic ’77 switch of halfback-to-
be Dave Tomalonis to guard (where
he earned all-county), opening up a
spot in the backfield for converted
split end Butch Woolfolk, who went
on to set several school records and
play in the NFL ...

… the football numbers that boggle
the mind: 20-1-1 vs. SP-F, 18-4 vs.
Plainfield, 17-2 vs. Cranford, 13-1-1
vs. Nutley, 11-0-1 vs. Rahway, 11-1-
1 vs. A.L. Johnson, 10-0-1 vs. Lin-
den, 9-4 vs. Montclair, 8-3 vs. Union.
(that’s 117 wins, 16 losses and 5 ties
against his main rivals; 54-10-2
against everybody else) …

… and as a Westfield fan, would
life ever be better than mid-season
1973 as the unbeaten streak that
started in 1969 rolled into the 40s …
14-7 over a tremendous SP-F team
for No. 46, with the Raiders’ last-
second game-tying TD called back
for a penalty … the 0-0 tie at Nutley
in a No. 1 vs. No. 2 battle before
15,000 in The Oval for No. 48 … the
unbeaten streak ending in a 20-15
thriller the following week before
another huge throng at Montclair’s
Woodman Field. And the standing
ovation the Westfield fans gave the
team as it headed to the busses …

… the time last spring when I was
talking with Joe (The Mailman)
Wheatley at his crossing guard post
on Lawrence Avenue when a car
honked and pulled over on Sinclair
Place. It was Gary Kehler and he
jokingly asked which old little league
game from back in the 1970s we were

replaying. He was on his way home
from another chemo session at Over-
look Hospital.

… so many memories.
But the one that really sticks out came

in the spring of 1973. The Knobloch
family had moved to Florida after Don
graduated in ’71. Within a year or so the
family had returned to Westfield, but
apparently they had done some brag-
ging down south about what a great
football town Westfield was. There was
a lot of talk, back and forth, and one thing
led to another, and next thing you know
there’s a youth football game set up
between 33 members of the Westfield
Boys Football League (K.C. Knobloch
was a 12-year-old and future captain at
WHS) and Pompano Beach.

The Westfield coaching staff in-
cluded me, Jeff Gilbert, Don
Knobloch, Tom Polman and Pete Pas-
chal. The 33 players practiced through
the winter at Tamaques Park, often in
the snow and freezing conditions. We
used the same unbalanced line, double
wing-T offense and 5-2-4 defense
that WHS used, even the same system
of audibles. The game was scheduled
for Easter weekend, and our kids
raised thousands of dollars to cover
plane costs, living living at the houses
of the Pompano players those days.

There we were, at some god-for-
saken, poorly lit field. As the captains
headed to midfield, I turned to look
up in the stands, to see all the parents
and family members who had made
the trip. And then, as my eyes reached
the center of the stands in the top row,
I did a double take. Turning to Gilbert
I said, “Hey, look who’s here!”

It was Gary Kehler.

Now I’m not naïve enough to think
G.K. made the trip just to watch a
bunch of 11- and 12-year-olds play
an out-of-season football game. You
can be sure G.K. found plenty of time
for a few rounds of golf. But he also
got his first glimpse of many of the
players who would be key members
of the legendary unbeaten ’77 team
— Rick Sampson, Owen Brand, Frank
Kelly, K.C. Knobloch, John Iglar,
Matt McDonough, Chuck Clarke, Jim
Tyler, Paul Jackson, Chris Compton
and Kent Baldwin.

We lost the game that night, al-
though I don’t remember the score.
But if any of us learned anything
from their association with Gary
Kehler, it’s that life was not just about
W’s and L’s. It’s all about the journey.
That’s the true reward.

I moved to Westfield in Septem-
ber 1970, but worked out of town.
At the time, I knew little about the
town and paid little attention to
what was happening until I heard
on TV and listened to people con-
stantly talking about a guy named
Gary Kehler. When I found out he
was coaching great football teams
and wrestling teams, which was
right down my alley, I really started
paying attention to what was hap-
pening in Westfield.

Later I got to know the man and
I found out that he was also a great
person!

To me, Gary Kehler put Westfield
on the map.

David B. Corbin
(Asst. Publisher/Sports Editor)

The Westfield Leader and The Times

All-State, Group, UC
Boys/Girls Soccer:

Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School senior Brian Hessemer was
named to The Star-Ledger All-State
Third Team and All-Group 3 First
Team in boys soccer and Raider goalie
Jackie Law was named to the All-
Group 3 First Team in girls soccer,
while Raider Bridget Cornwell was
named to the All-Group 3 Second
Team and Westfield High School Blue
Devil Corrine Parkinson made the
All-Group 4 Third Team.

Hessemer was also selected All-
Union County (UC) Player of the
Year and teammates Tyler Stanek and
Jarek Cohen were also selected to the
All-UC First Team as were Blue Dev-
ils Greg O’Brien, Nick Brezza and
Mike Irving. Blue Devils Todd
Saunders and Pat Tresnan, and Raider
Mike DeVizio made the All-UC Sec-
ond Team. Westfield was named All-
UC Team of the Year.

Law (All-UC Goalie of the Year),
Cornwell and teammate Raychel
Kruper, along with Blue Devils
Parkinson and Stephanie Cortinhal
were named to the All-UC First Team.
Blue Devil Claire Bennett and Raider
Stephanie Glover made the All-UC
Second Team and Raider Katie
Cornacchia made the All-UC Third
Team.
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From the archives of The Westfield
Leader and The Times:

November 23, 2000: The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School football
team stomped Union 34-14 in Union.
Senior halfback Clifton Freshwater
reeled out TD runs of five yards and 52
yards to give the 8-3 Raiders a 27-0
lead. The “Wild Dogs” held the Farm-
ers to just 14 yards total rushing but did
allow 146 yards passing – one a 65-
yard touchdown pass to Ron Booker.

Junior quarterback Brian Schiller
hit 8-for-12 passing for 129 yards,
including a 47-yard TD strike to tight
end Andrew Pavoni early in the sec-
ond quarter. Schiller also hooked six
yards around the right end for another
score. Kyle Adams returned a punt 41
yards for a TD.

November 23, 2000: The Westfield
Blue Devils football team held on for
a wild 42-25 victory at a chilly Hub
Stine Field, finishing off a 6-4 season.
It was the Blue Devils’ best offensive
showing of the year as they piled up 25
first downs and ran for 331 yards. And
the defense, shredded in the first half,
put up a second-half shutout.

Senior Mike Mroz had 112 yards
rushing on 12 carries, with two TDs,
two pass receptions and a team high

11 tackles. Chris MacKay recovered
a fumble that set up Mroz’s first TD.
Jim McKeon had an interception that
turned the tide early in the fourth
quarter. Matt Daly rumbled for 77
yards and two scores. With Westfield
ahead, 28-25 at the half, Mroz and
Daly each scored a TD in the fourth
quarter to insure the victory.

December 5, 1998: Three lost
fumbles and a slick reverse on a punt
return spelled disaster for the
Westfield High School football team
as they were colonized by fourth-
ranked and defending champion
Morristown, 37-14, in the North Jer-
sey Section 2, Group 3 title game at
Giants Stadium in East Rutherford.
Todd Dowling had a 31-yard run and
Kevin McCormack followed with a
49-yard TD run. Quarterback Bran-
don Doerr completed an eight-yard
TD pass to Lamont Turner.

November 25, 1999: The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School foot-
ball team plowed over the 17-ranked
Union Farmers, 27-13, in the Annual
Thanksgiving Classic in Scotch
Plains. Senior standout Nathan Jones
rushed for 169 yards and three TDs
and junior Gary Cousar returned an
interception 59 yards for a TD.

Fred Lecomte (January 2007 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
TOUGH AND AGGRESSIVE…Raider 6’4” senior forward Lordly Okarter,
right, brings a powerful frame on the inside.

Fred K. Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SEEKING A SIXTH STRAIGHT BANNER YEAR…The Westfield
basketball team look to bring the Devils another good season, including
good wins in the county, conference and state tournaments. Pictured, left
to right, are: tri-captains Tony DiIorio, Mike Sheehan and Mike Lessner;
back, Head Coach Kevin Everly.


