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TREES FOR TRIMMING…The Westfield Y’s Men’s Club is holding its annual
Christmas tree sale through December 23 at the Elm Street field. Sale proceeds
support community programs like the Rutgers Master Gardeners of Union
County, which raises food for the hungry. Pictured, from left to right, are: Master
Gardener Fred Taylor, Y’s Men’s Club President Tom Baker, Paul Zimmerman
of the Y’s Men’s Club and Ryan Baker, Mr. Baker’s son. See story on page 8.
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Westfield Firefighters
Run Annual Food Drive

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Firemen’s Mutual Benevolent Associa-
tion (FMBA) Local No. 30 is conducting
its 11th annual holiday food drive for
needy Westfield residents. The FMBA
extends appreciation to all who partici-
pated in last year’s program.

The organization will accept non-per-
ishable food items at Westfield Fire Head-
quarters at 405 North Avenue, West, until
9 p.m. on December 28.

The FMBA will distribute donations to
those in need through local churches and
civic organizations.

In its first food drive in 1996, FMBA
Local No. 30 distributed holiday meals to
approximately 75 families in Westfield.
FMBA members in the past have donated
one turkey to each meal distributed; they
will do so again this year.

Christina Hinke for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
CELL NO...Cranford and Westfield residents attend the Cranford board-of-
adjustment meeting to oppose the proposed cell tower at the Cranford Swim Club.

Village Investors Plan Gains
Preliminary Nod From Bd.

By STEVEN REILLY
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — The borough’s
planning board met Monday night to
set the agenda for its December 17
public meeting.

Board Chairman Greg Cummings
introduced applications including a
request to build a fence at 4 Cray
Terrace.

The board considered written com-
ments from residents regarding the
borough council’s proposed sign-or-
dinance change. The comments urged
the council to keep the design of
existing signs in Fanwood.

The board voted to pass a resolu-
tion giving preliminary approval to
the Fanwood Village Investors devel-
opment at 254-256 South Avenue.
The applicant plans to construct a
three-story, mixed-use building with
retail at street level and two-floors of
resident living consisting of 16 con-
dominium units.

As part of the overall development
projects in Fanwood, board member
Peter Sayles prepared a report for the
street-furniture committee that con-
sidered the design of garbage cans
and benches in the developed areas.

Mr. Sayles introduced a number of
designs, including a waste-container
design that can be seen along the
streets of Manhattan, but the final
design would need to be a simple
model with no moving parts to keep
maintenance costs down, he said.

The board plans further discussions
on the garbage-can and public-bench

design after consulting with the
borough’s department of public works.
Mr. Sayles said that the designs keep
the quaint, Victorian look that can be
found throughout Fanwood.

Mr. Pierson’s testimony at the next
meeting, scheduled for Monday, Janu-
ary 28, board officials said.

Mr. Pierson also listed the other
properties the applicant approached
for the tower site: Nomahegan Park,
Dreyer Farms, Union County Col-
lege, Fairview Cemetery, Sunrise
Assisted Living, Church of Christ
Echo Lake, Lenape Park and the Holy
Trinity Greek Orthodox Church.

“We’ve looked at every possible
place since 2002,” Mr. Pierson said.
He said Union County College and
Dreyer Farms declined to have the
cell tower located on their proper-
ties.

Mr. Albert said he would like to see
proof of the sites that said “no,” say-
ing he believed the applicant never
approached Dreyer Farms.

The board also asked for evidence
of the reasons behind those sites that
declined the applicant’s request.
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Benjamin B. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
FOOD DRIVE...The Westfield Firemen’s Mutual Benevolent Association (FMBA)
Local No. 30 is conducting its 11th annual holiday food drive for needy residents,
accepting non-perishable food items at its fire headquarters.

compensation.
According to Mr. Del Sordi, con-

struction plans for the Turf-It project
will carry on without delay.

Mr. Heisey commented that, at this
point in time, it is too early to deter-
mine the repairs the bleachers re-
quire. He added that he hoped only
minor repairs to the melted sections
of the aluminum bleachers would be
necessary to fix the bleacher damage.

Photographs of the damage can be
seen at goleader.com/photos.

Editor’s Note: Martin Sweeney, a
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
junior, writes for The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times and is an editor for The
Fanscotian, the SPFHS newspaper.

SP Rec. Commission Moves
Ahead with Senior Center

By MARIA WOEHR
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – Residents
near Brookside Park addressed the
Scotch Plains recreation commission
Monday night concerning the future
uses and renovations to the park. Resi-
dents showed up at the meeting due to
“a misunderstanding” in a previous
article that stated that the senior cen-
ter would be located in Brookside
Park.

The recreation commission ap-

proved the plans for a senior center,
originally designed for Brookside
Park, to be moved and located at the
Scotch Hills Country Club. The cen-
ter would not feature a gym or basket-
ball courts, officials said.

“We chose the Brookside plan at
Scotch Hills because it was the best
place for it. Our commitment is to
this location. We are going to vote on
the engineer [Tuesday night] at the
public meeting,” said Jeff Strauss,
township council representative to the
commission. The township has se-
lected Millburn-based Hatch Mott as
the engineer.

Residents also expressed concern
over the lack of renovations at
Brookside Park.

“Thank you for taking down those
boards on the tennis courts,” a resi-
dent close to Brookside Park said.
“I’m still concerned that we seem to
be the last park in town to have the
prospect of being renovated. You
should have really considered doing
those renovations before the senior
center.”

Residents expressed concerns about
the fields, the bathrooms, parking lots
and a pipe in the middle of the park
that attracts children.

“We are in the process of removing
that big pipe the children play on and
have spoken with the water company
about replacing the galvanized pipe
with a copper one so the toilets will
not overflow in the bathroom,” Ray
Poerio, recreation director, said.

“I don’t know when we will ex-
actly be able to start to complete
renovations to Brookside,” said Ed
Zazzali, recreation commission presi-
dent. “Our plate is full for 2008, so I
think realistically we are looking at
2010.”

The commission voted to rehire
Mr. Poerio as recreation director for a
third three-year term and addressed
field constrictions for the upcoming
year.

“With lacrosse, we have seven more
teams needing 18 additional slots a
week, and I really have no idea where
I am going to put them,” he said.

For the month of November, Scotch
Plains amassed recreation revenues
of $13,944. In 2006, the township
collected $19,826 over the same
month.

Mr. Poerio attributed the differ-
ence to weather. He said year-to-date
revenues stand at $415,705, compared
to 2006 revenues of $344,849. He
said the revenue spike is due to the
addition of the miniature-golf course.

a previously approved measure au-
thorizing the borough to potentially
buy the property.

Mr. Ebersole said increasing taxes
have him “hanging on by his finger-
nails to stay here.”

“Sometimes these things should be
put on a referendum,” he added.

“The risk would be greater if we do
nothing…to be afraid to move for-
ward when you have an opportunity,”
Councilman Bruce Walsh responded.

In other business, the governing
body approved a resolution to “en-
gage the services” of an environmen-
tal engineering firm for the redevel-
opment area.

Borough Attorney Dennis Estis said
the $15,000 contract calls for “an
environmental assessment involving
downtown redevelopment areas and
other areas in the borough.”

Mr. Estis said an environmental
review of the Livingston-Wilbor prop-
erty would “probably be the first part
of services to be performed.”

Mr. Walsh – who was absent from
last week’s agenda meeting at which
the issue was reviewed – abstained
from the vote, questioning “whether
we need to go forward with the pro-
posal,” especially, he said, if a devel-
oper buys the site right away and
wants to perform “his own environ-
mental study.”

“I just don’t feel I have enough
information,” the councilman said.

Mayor Mahr honored and thanked
former Councilman Joseph Higgins
– who resigned earlier this year – and
outgoing Mr. Populus, who replaced
Mr. Higgins and lost a bid for re-
election last month, for serving on the
governing body.

“You have been a passionate and
remarkable man who has been able to
articulate the needs of Fanwood well;
you are missed,” said Mayor Mahr of
Mr. Higgins.

Mr. Higgins said he is especially
“grateful” to have been involved in
efforts to redevelop the downtown
and expand recreation programs and
facilities.

“This is a thank-you, but it’s defi-
nitely not a goodbye,” he added.

The mayor said Mr. Populus “set
an extraordinary standard for those
entering public service in Fanwood.”

Mr. Populus said his current and
previous service on the council was
“one continuous, lovely trip.”

“I enjoyed every minute of it; it was
always Fanwood first,” he said.

POLICE BLOTTER
Westfield

Thursday, December 6, the manager of
an East Broad Street store reported the
theft of 215 bras worth $9,200 from the
premises. The items had been stored in
cabinets that were accessible to the public.

Friday, December 7, Patricia McElwain,
35, of Edison was arrested and charged
with possession of an unlawful Schedule II
prescription drug and uttering a forged
instrument at a South Avenue drug store.
She was released with a summons.

Friday, December 7, Charles Aldridge,
43, of Edison was arrested and charged
with forgery for allegedly attempting to
cash a forged check at a bank on North
Avenue. He was committed to the Union
County jail on default of $2,500 bail.

Saturday, December 8, Qi Wang, 42,
of Westfield was arrested for allegedly
driving while intoxicated after a motor-
vehicle accident on the 500 block of West
Broad Street. No injuries were reported.
She later was released on her own recog-
nizance with a summons.

Saturday, December 8, William
Hawkins, 36, of Piscataway was arrested
for alleged DWI after a motor-vehicle
stop at Central and Lenox Avenues. He
later was released on his own recogni-
zance with a summons.

Saturday, December 8, Jorge Rivera,
33, of Elizabeth was arrested at Plainfield
police headquarters on an outstanding
Westfield criminal warrant. He was held
on default of $503 bail pending transport
to the Union County jail.

Saturday, December 8, Merih Yavuz,
22, of Westfield was arrested after sur-
rendering to police on an outstanding
Westfield motor-vehicle warrant. He was
released after being processed and post-
ing $99 bail.

Saturday, December 8, Lance Henry,
49, of Westfield was arrested on an out-
standing Clark motor-vehicle warrant with
bail of $500 after a motor-vehicle stop in
Clark Township. He was turned over to
the Clark Police Department.

Sunday, December 9, Tito Garcia, 21,
of Garwood was arrested for alleged DWI
after a motor-vehicle stop at South Avenue
and Elmer Street. He was released on his
own recognizance to a responsible person.

Mountainside
Tuesday, December 5, an employee at

a Mountain Avenue bank reported that a
male came into the bank to exchange
several $20 bills for the same amount of
$50 bills. According to police, the teller
was only given $680 worth of $20 bills
and told the customer that he needed
another $20 bill in order to complete the
exchange. The customer then took the
money back and exited the bank, police
said. According to authorities, the indi-
vidual is known for attempting similar
scams. The suspect is described as a male,

approximately five feet, 11 inches tall
with black hair, wearing a black leather
coat and blue jeans, police said.

Wednesday, December 5, Laurence
Paraboschi, 37, of Scotch Plains was ar-
rested for DWI after a motor-vehicle stop
for an unsafe lane change on Route 22.

Saturday, December 8, Boris O. Ro-
man, 36, of Passaic was arrested for driv-
ing with a suspended license after a mo-
tor-vehicle stop on Route 22 for failure to
maintain brake lights.

Scotch Plains
Thursday, December 6, a resident of

Country Club Lane reported that some-
one scratched her vehicle with a key.

Friday, December 7, a resident of Farley
Avenue reported that someone entered
her vehicle and removed several dollars
worth of change.

Friday, December 7, a resident of War-
ren Street reported that someone broke
the front window of his house.

Saturday, December 8, a resident of
Sweet Briar Lane reported that an un-
known vehicle parked in front of his house,
which was later determined to be a stolen
vehicle out of Clark. According to authori-
ties, the vehicle was towed to the police
department and the owner was notified.

Saturday, December 8, two garbage
cans located at the Scotch Plains- Fanwood
High School football field were lit on fire.
According to police, the fires were extin-
guished by the fire department before any
damage was done to the field or the school.
The fire is being investigated as suspi-
cious, police said.

Sunday, December 9, a resident of Vic-
tor Street reported that someone entered
his vehicle and removed an iPod valued at
approximately $100.

Monday, December 10, a resident of
Wood Road reported that someone broke
the window of his vehicle while it was
parked in the driveway. Nothing was re-
ported missing, police said.

Fanwood
Tuesday, December 4, Lashonda N.

Jordan, 27, of Plainfield was arrested
following a motor-vehicle stop on South
Avenue for an outstanding South
Plainfield warrant.

Wednesday, December 5, sometime
between the hours of 8 a.m. and 8 p.m. a
blue, 2000 Honda was stolen from the 300
block of South Avenue. According to po-
lice, the incident is under investigation.

Wednesday, December 5, Bradley S.
Rodriguez, 24, of Bernardsville was ar-
rested after a motor-vehicle stop on Terrill
Road for hindering apprehension by pro-
viding police with false information in
regards to his identity. Once they con-
firmed his true identity, police determined
that he had outstanding warrants out of
Basking Ridge and Westfield, for which
he was also charged.

Thursday, December 6, Hector D.
Herdoiza, 36, of North Plainfield was
arrested on an outstanding South Plainfield
warrant after a field investigation on
Martine Avenue.

Saturday, December 8, Margoro
Malave, 56, of Elizabeth was arrested on
multiple outstanding warrants out of New-
ark and warrants out of Elizabeth and
Woodbridge after a motor-vehicle stop
on LaGrande Avenue.

Saturday, December 8, a business in the
500 block of South Avenue reported that a
male juvenile shoplifted from the store.
According to police, the juvenile has been
identified and an arrest is pending.

Sometime between the hours of 8 p.m.,
Saturday, December 8, and 8 a.m. Sunday,
December 9 a resident in the 100 block of
North Avenue reported that someone re-
moved a stereo from his vehicle while it
was parked, unlocked in his driveway.

Sunday, December 9, Christopher C.
Brown, 59, of Plainfield was arrested and
charged with DWI and refusal to submit
to a chemical breathalizer test. He was
processed and released to a responsible
adult, police said.

Sunday, December 9, Rocio Osorio,
24, of Somerset was arrested on an out-
standing Union Township warrant after a
motor-vehicle stop on Terrill Road.

Monday, December 10, Raheen S.
Byrd, 28, of Plainfield was arrested on
outstanding Plainfield, Greenbrook and
Scotch Plains warrants after a motor-
vehicle stop in the 100 block of South
Avenue.

Tuesday, December 11 a resident of New
Providence reported that while a car was
parked in the 100 block of Farley Avenue
during the period between December 7 and
11, someone entered the unlocked vehicle
and removed a stereo system.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Legendary WHS Coach Dies
school football game) — and he just ran
the whole show. He was unbelievable.”

Maggie McFadden, former WHS
softball andfield hockey coach, said,
“I go places and say I’m from Westfield,
and they say, ‘Oh, they have that great
football program with Gary Kehler
there,’” she said. “He’s a legend.”

Mr. Kehler was “the most outstand-
ing coach I ever saw,” said Bob
Brewster, Sr., the parent of four WHS
athletes who played under Mr. Kehler.

“He had a well-trained team in a
system that averaged three-plus yards
a play and thus scored virtually every
time it had the ball,” said Lee Hale,
the Westfield Hall of Fame president
who worked with Mr. Kehler for years.

“Kehler brought a series of ‘extra
edges’ to coaching that made him the
top coach in New Jersey in the last
100 years. He had the biggest impact
of anybody in putting Westfield on a
pedestal. He was a giant,” Hale said.

“And he didn’t just coach
football…he also started the wrestling
program,” Mr. Brewster said. “They
used to wrestle in the cafeteria at the
beginning, but he turned Westfield into
a state power in wrestling.”

Mr. Kehler coached the wrestling
team to a 231-48-13 record. Addi-
tionally, he coached the golf team to
a 329-44-6 record.

But beyond the numbers is the per-
son. “Most people only know the
legend…but the man is just as great as
the legend,” Mr. Brewster said.

Ms. McFadden, who Mr. Kehler
hired, said, “Gary was one of the
kindest people I ever met. I learned
how to treat people by watching him,
especially the kids I coach.”

“Aside from his record of being an
outstanding coach, he was a gentle-
man,” said Thom Hornish, the WHS
girls’ cross-country coach.

Mr. Tranchina said, “He was a
gentleman in every sense of the word.”

This attitude transcended from every-
day interactions to the sidelines of games.

Mr. Kapner said, “At one game, the
parents were screaming at Gary, say-
ing things like ‘Kehler doesn’t know
a thing about a passing game,’ but he

didn’t take offense, he just laughed.”
Mr. Brewster added that Mr. Kehler

“never went into a game ever think-
ing he would lose…There was one
game when we got beat pretty badly,
37 to 20, and I’ve dealt with coaches
who would blame the team. But he
would just make it tongue-in-cheek.”

“He would get more out of players
than the players thought they had in
them,” Mr. Brand said.

Mr. Kehler was also marked by his
sense of humor and positive outlook on
life. “He battled cancer for three years
but never once complained, never lost
his sense of humor,” Mr. Tranchina said.

Mr. Kapner added, “When I came to
him with questions, he mixed in re-
spect and humor in all of his answers.
It was this great needle that he had: he
could tease you, and you’d feel hon-
ored that he would be teasing you.”

Mr. Kehler’s outlook also applied
to his own life, in his battle with
cancer. “Having known he’s been
ill…he’s been a fighter, a real fighter,”
Mr. Brewster Sr. said.

Despite Mr. Kehler’s dazzling ac-
complishments, he was still “extremely
down-to-earth,” Mr. Brewster said.

“He was in every hall of fame, even
the national football hall of fame,”
said Mr. Tranchina, but he noted it did
not detract from Mr. Kehler’s person-
ality in the slightest. “He loved talk-
ing to his young players, and he cared
so much about the school and all the
sports and all the coaches.”

With the humility came approach-
ability. “His records are gaudy, but he
never made you feel inferior or unap-
proachable,” Mr. Brewster said. “I
went very easily from calling him
‘Mr. Kehler’ as his player to ‘Gary’
when I started coaching.”

 Mr. Brewster, Sr. said, “During the
48-game streak, he wore the same
article of clothing to each game.”

Mr. Brewster added, “He was never
bigger than the game.”

Mr. Kehler routinely attended Little
League Football dinners and games,
according to Mr. Brewster, Sr.

 Mr. Brand said, “He’s someone who
in his years coaching high-school ath-
letes has touched more people than any-
one else I can think of,” he continued.

“Gary Kehler is one of the three most
influential people in my life. And I am
one of hundreds of people who could
say the exact same thing,” Mr. Kapner
said. “I have a lifetime of memories.”

“He was my guru, my mentor, my
idol, he was all of that,” Mr. Tranchina
said. “He was one of the greatest men
I ever knew.”

Without Mr. Kehler, there will be a
“huge void,” Mr. Tranchina said.

Ms. McFadden agreed, “This is a
great loss, and it really is a loss, for
Westfield.”

“You have no idea how big [this
funeral] is going to be,” Mr. Tranchina
said.

Mr. Brand said, “He was one of a
kind.”

which Mr. Zanfardino would own the
half of the building containing the
restaurant and Ms. Tummollilo would
own the half that houses the bank.

Attorney Robert Kraus explained
on Monday that he had sent the deed to
planning-board secretary Barbara
Horev a month after the board’s ap-
proval. But then “we forgot about it,”
he said, “but I’m the one responsible.”

The 195-day time frame in which
the new deeds had to be filed expired
in October 2006, necessitating a new
application before the board.

“No lawyer likes to stand here and
eat crow,” Mr. Kraus said.

At Monday’s two-minute hearing,
Mr. Kraus reviewed the application
before the board’s nine members
unanimously approved it.

The meeting, the board’s first since
October 10, wrapped up its year, dur-
ing which it held seven of its sched-
uled twice-monthly meetings due to a
drop-off in applications for new hous-
ing developments and subdivisions.

In May, township construction of-
ficial and zoning officer Robert
LaCosta, a member of the planning
board, told The Times that “we may
have gotten to [the point of] satura-
tion,” with the amount of land avail-
able for development nearly gone.

In recent years, there have been
developments built on some of the
last remaining tracts of land in Scotch
Plains, including the 100 townhomes
K. Hovnanian built above Route 22,
the 55-unit Heather Glen age-re-
stricted development off Jerusalem
Road and multiple subdivisions on
the south side of the town.

The board’s reorganization meeting
is set for January 14. At that meeting,
it will consider an application by
Mezzogiorno Restaurant to retain the
mural painted earlier this year on the
side of its building on Park Avenue.
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FW Council

proved a $51,750 animal control con-
tract for 2008 with Associated Hu-
mane Societies of Newark. The con-
tract is 3.75 percent higher than this
year. Councilman Jeffrey Strauss said,
“There really is no competition” lo-
cally for animal control services.
Township officials have expressed
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Scotch Plains Council
optimism that a county-sponsored pro-
gram will eventually be implemented.

The council also approved a reso-
lution authorizing the submission of
a grant application to Union County
to finance a handyman program for
senior citizens. The funds, which
would come from the federal com-
munity development block grant pro-
gram, would be used to pay handy-
men assisting low- and moderate-
income senior residents, according to
Councilman Kevin Glover.

Mayor Marks also said that most
residents who subscribe to Verizon
FiOS for their cable television ser-
vice would soon be able to receive
TV-34. Verizon representatives re-
cently visited Scotch Plains, he said,
to look into how to make the local-
access channel available. The mayor
said Verizon broadcasts its signal
through three different hubs – in
Westfield, Rahway and Plainfield –
and those residents receiving their
signals via the Westfield and Rahway
hubs will be able to watch TV-34
“shortly.” He said the Plainfield hub,
which primarily serves the area west
of Westfield Road, would not be com-
pleted for another year.

The council’s final meeting of this
year will be held on Tuesday, and its
annual reorganization meeting will
be held on January 2.

Martin Sweeney for The Times
VAULT BURNED...Among the equip-
ment casualties of the SPFHS field fire
were 39 pole-vault poles the track and
field team uses.


