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Susan Cook for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
FESTIVAL OF LIGHTS…Scotch Plains Councilman Jeffrey Strauss lights the township’s menorah last Thursday night
as Councilman Kevin Glover, right, looks on.

Greg Ryan for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
RUDOLPH RESTS...There were no reindeer, but Santa was still able to see
children this past Saturday. A 12-car NJ Transit train picked up children, parents
and grandparents in Westfield for a ride to Raritan and back with Santa Claus.
Santa walked through the train with a group of elves and train volunteers handing
out candy canes and taking pictures with riders. The promise of the two-hour trip
filled the entire platform with people waiting for Santa to arrive.

WF Legend Kehler Dies;
Coach Was ‘One of a Kind’

Christina Hinke for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
CAN YOU HEAR ME NOW?...Gregg Pierson presents topography maps of cell-
phone coverage for the proposed cell-phone tower at the Cranford Swim Club.
The Cranford board of adjustment heard the application on Monday night.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

CF, WF Residents Hire
Lawyer to Oppose Cell Tower

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

CRANFORD — Opponents of a
proposed 130-foot-high cell tower
have hired an attorney to fight the
proposal, which would be situated at
the Cranford Swim Club. Testimony
on the application, which the Union
County freeholder board also opposes,
continued Monday night at a special
meeting of the Cranford Zoning Board
of Adjustment.

New York SMSA Limited Partner-
ship seeks height and setback vari-
ances.

During the  Cranford zoning board’s
meeting in October, the applicant’s
attorney, Gregory Meese, said the
county did not voice concerns over
the proposal to SMSA.

On Monday night, First Deputy
County Counsel Norman Albert, also
a Cranford resident, stood on the side-
lines to wait to question the testimo-
nies heard that evening.

About 90 Cranford and Westfield
residents opposed to the tower have
hired their own attorney, John
Schmidt. He said he plans to bring in
his own professional planner and
radiofrequency consultant to testify
before the board.

Civil engineer Anthony Suppa, tes-
tifying for the applicant, said that due
to an order adopted October 2, cell-
phone carriers must have an eight-
hour battery backup at the tower’s
equipment shelter. Verizon has a gen-
erator; thereby, this order does not
apply to them, he said.

However, Mr. Suppa said, the other
carriers that plan to go on the tower –
Sprint, Omnipoint and Cingular –
only have about a two- to three-hour
backup. They are looking into the
eight-hour back up to comply with
regulations. Mr. Suppa said the shel-
ter would have no increase in size for
the new batteries.

Mr. Meese also introduced Glenn
Pierson, a radiofrequency design and

engineering consultant. He presented
topography maps of each carrier’s
coverage area and the increase in
coverage the proposed tower would
bring.

Displaying cell-phone coverage
maps, he testified that on average,
each carrier has a gap in coverage
from Springfield Avenue to
Kenilworth Boulevard, the Chippewa
Road neighborhood and from Spring-
field Avenue to Gallows Hill Road to
the south.

Mr. Pierson’s maps of one carrier
showed coverage for medium-den-
sity buildings, such as brick build-
ings found at schools, another car-
rier with coverage for low-density
buildings, such as non-stone houses,
then another with outdoor or in-ve-
hicle coverage.

“How do we know if there really is
a gap?” Board Chairman Robert
Hellenbrecht asked. “We’re mixing
apples and oranges.”

“What is the benefit to our commu-
nity?” he questioned.

Mr. Pierson said the holes in cover-
age in the area, especially at Cranford
High School, Union County College
and Nomahegan Park, are “substan-
tial” and could cause a threat in case
of an emergency.

Mr. Hellenbrecht said students at
the high school are not allowed to use
their cell phones. Other residents in
the audience interjected that there are
emergency practices in place and there
are landline phones at the high school.

Later, resident Melanie Graceffo
said she found it important for stu-
dents to have cell-phone service at
schools in case of emergencies and
asked Mr. Pierson about the potential
coverage for all area schools.

“This application does not touch
schools in the south or east by Orange
Avenue,” Mr. Pierson said.

The county and opposition attor-
neys will have a chance to counter
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By BETH BUDNICK
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – “There is nowhere
big enough for this funeral to house all
of the people who he touched,” said
current Westfield High School (WHS)
baseball coach Bob Brewster of Gary
Kehler, the legendary WHS football,
wrestling and golf coach who died last
Friday, December 9, at the age of 76 at
Overlook Hospital in Summit, after
four years of fighting stomach cancer.
His funeral will be held tomorrow, De-
cember 14, at 11 a.m. at the Presbyte-
rian Church in Westfield.

Mr. Kehler was “an inspiration to us
all,” said WHS Athletic Director Ed-
ward Tranchina, and, above all, “a leg-
end” in both athletics and persona, a
unanimous statement among past
coaches and players who spoke to The
Times about him. “There’s an empty
feeling without him,” said one of Mr.
Kehler’s former athletes, Owen Brand,

who graduated from WHS in 1977.
Coach George Kapner, who

coached boys’ soccer and girls’ bas-
ketball during Mr. Kehler’s time at
the high school, recalled: “There are
no words to describe it…when I en-
tered the world of Westfield athletics
[in 1975], I walked into something
magical; there was something special
going on. You couldn’t help but no-
tice this presence — not even a per-
son, but a presence — which I later
found out was Gary Kehler.”

In athletics, “his coaching record was
phenomenal,” said Mr. Tranchina, and
it is due to this success in athletics that
Mr. Kehler rose to national fame. His
achievements include a winning streak
of 48 games (a state record at the time)
and just 10 defeats during his first 14
seasons coaching football, starting in
1961. In Mr. Kehler’s seasons coaching
Westfield football, from 1961 until
1982, the team amassed a 172-26-7
record. Additionally, Mr. Kehler be-
came the first inductee in the Westfield
Hall of Fame in 1994 and is a member
of the National Football Hall of Fame
“Walk of Champions.”

[For more on the athletic achieve-
ments of Mr. Kehler, see “Devil’s Den”
in sports on page 11.]

The 1977 team Mr. Kehler coached
is particularly noteworthy. The Cou-
rier News wrote that it was “the best
high-school football team New Jersey
ever produced.”

Mr. Brewster, who knew Mr. Kehler
both as a player on his team and, later,
as a co-football coach from 1974 to
1993, explained further, “In 1977, we
played in the Meadowlands, and 33,000
people came out — the largest football
crowd ever in New Jersey (for a high-

Fire Burns SPFHS Bleachers, Storage,
Causes Approx. $40K in Damages

By MARTIN SWEENEY
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

and The Fanscotian

SCOTCH PLAINS — A fire broke
out underneath the football-field
bleachers at Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School (SPFHS) on the after-
noon of Satur-
day, December
2, melting a hole
through the alu-
minum stands
and damaging
an athletic-
equipment stor-
age container
and its contents.

According to
Detective Lieu-
tenant Brian
Donnelley of the
Scotch Plains
Police Depart-
ment, emer-
gency dispatch-
ers received a 9-
1-1 call at 2:30
p.m. from a jog-
ger at the high-
school track.
The fire, Lt.
Donnelley said,
originated from two plastic trash bar-
rels that were underneath the closed
bleachers.

No one was injured in the fire, and
the school building received no dam-
age. The cause of the fire is still under
investigation.

The high school is currently con-

ducting its own investigation of the
cause of the fire within the student
body, according to SPFHS Principal
David Heisey said.

The Scotch Plains Police and Fire
Departments, as well as the Union
County Arson Squad and Crime Scene

Unit, arrived at the scene. The arson
squad took samples from the fire to
determine whether any flammable
agents were used to start the blaze.

By the time the fire was extin-
guished, a section of the aluminum
bleachers had melted, and the steel
frame of the bleachers was scorched.

The side of the steel storage con-
tainer, holding athletic equipment be-
longing to the track and field and
football teams, bowed out from the
heat of the flames.

The heat from the fire also de-
stroyed the majority of the contents

of the container. “I
would say that a con-
servative estimate is
$40,000 worth of
equipment. That’s
not including dam-
age to the bleachers,”
said SPFHS track
coach Jeff Koegel,
estimating the cost of
the damages from the
fire.

An official report
of the damaged in-
ventory and its costs
is currently in
progress. The results
of the report will
“hopefully be avail-
able very soon,” ac-
cording to Mr.
Heisey.

The fire destroyed
the football team’s
tackling dummies

and other padded practice equipment.
The track and field team lost 39 pole-
vault poles, valued at approximately
$300 each, along with its supply of
javelins.

“The board’s insurance will cover
the majority of the damage. In addi-
tion, if we should find the individuals
responsible for the fire, we will take
legal action to recover any uncovered
costs,” District Business Administra-
tor Anthony Del Sordi said.

Mr. Heisey said the district’s insur-
ance provider would hire a private
investigator to review the police and
fire reports before giving the school
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Scotch Plains to Revisit Talks
On Creating Improvement District

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – Scotch Plains
will revisit talks next month regard-
ing the possible enactment of an ordi-
nance to establish a Special Improve-
ment District (SID) in the downtown
business district.

At Tuesday’s township-council
meeting, Councilwoman Nancy
Malool said a meeting for downtown
business and property owners will be
held on Monday,  January 28 at the

Scotch Hills Country Club. Saying
renovations to the municipal building
on Park Avenue are nearly complete,
she said the township government
had “put our money where our mouth
is” by improving the building’s ap-
pearance.

“We now feel it’s time to revisit the
issue of revitalizing the rest of down-
town,” she said.

The councilwoman said she looks
forward to “a productive discussion
with a positive outcome.” Business
and property owners will receive a
letter early next month informing
them of the January meeting.

Mayor Martin Marks said he was
“glad we’re moving forward” on the

SID discussions. In January, the
mayor had called for a “resurrection”
of an initiative to spur downtown
development, and the council had
discussed the issue earlier this year.

On Tuesday, the mayor, while say-
ing that “we’re in the investigatory
stage,” said “a lot of the legwork” on
a SID’s parameters and financing was
done in 2003 and 2004 when a steer-
ing committee formulated many of
those details. Ultimately, the town-
ship council in June 2004 voted down
a SID ordinance in the face of oppo-
sition from downtown business and
property owners.

In other business, the council ap-

FW Council Takes Questions
On Downtown, Mun. Budget

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

By TED RITTER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD – During the public
comment portion of their regular
monthly meeting Tuesday night,
Mayor Colleen Mahr and the bor-
ough council fielded questions from
two residents regarding the borough’s
budget and its pending acquisition of
the Livingston-Wilbor property.

Monica Felsing asked how the gov-
erning body could make the budget
more “transparent” to the public.

“How are you going to cut ex-
penses in this town?” Mrs. Felsing
asked. “It’s very scary to think that
taxes are going to go up…for some of
us…year after year.”

Mayor Mahr responded by point-
ing out that municipal taxes are a
“very small portion” of residents’
overall tax bills – which also include
school and county taxes – and that the
borough’s budget process is open.

“I would encourage you to attend
the many budget sessions that we
have; we have a tremendous amount
of meetings that are open to the pub-
lic and that we publicize,” the mayor
said. “We are as transparent and vis-
ible as [any municipality] in this
county.”

Also during public comments, resi-
dent Alan Ebersole said he felt the
borough was “gambling” by consid-
ering the purchase of the Livingstone-
Wilbor property (fronting South Av-
enue in the downtown redevelopment
area), without assurance that a devel-
oper would buy it or be able to draw
tenants.

“Property is very hot here,” Mayor
Mahr answered. “This is the last par-
cel [available] in the redevelopment
area; there’s a lot of interest in it.”

Councilman William Populus, a
professional real-estate appraiser,
said, “This is what developers live
for; they’re interested [in the prop-
erty] because they see the potential.”

“Two million dollars is a lot of
money in this small town of one square
mile,” said Mr. Ebersole, adding that

SP Planning Board
Re-Approves Application
At Year’s Last Meeting

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The township
planning board, at its final meeting of
the year on Monday, re-approved a
subdivision application it had endorsed
early last year after discovering that
property deeds had been misfiled.

In March 2006, the board gave its
approval to Angelo Zanfardino and
his sister, Assunta Tummollilo, co-
owners of the 435-437 Park Avenue
building that houses Alfonso’s res-
taurant and Investors Savings Bank
next door, for a minor subdivision in

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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SP Zoning Bd. Rejects
Use-Variance Request

see story page 19

Martin Sweeney for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
FIRE FALLOUT...On Saturday, a fire at the Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
athletic field caused damage to the aluminum stands. The fire also burned an
athletic-equipment storage container, causing an estimated $40,000 in damages.

Maria Woehr for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
SENIOR CENTER...The Scotch Plains recreation commission at its meeting
Monday night approved the plans for a senior center, originally designed for
Brookside Park, to be moved and located at the Scotch Hills Country Club. The
center would not feature a gym or basketball courts. See story on page 10.


