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Greg Ryan for The Westfield Leader
RUDOLPH RESTS...There were no reindeer, but Santa was still able to see children this past Saturday. A 12-car NJ Transit
train picked up children, parents and grandparents in Westfield for a ride to Raritan and back with Santa Claus. Santa
walked through the train with a group of elves and train volunteers handing out candy canes and taking pictures with riders.
The promise of the two-hour trip filled the entire platform with people waiting for Santa to arrive.

TREES FOR TRIMMING…The Westfield Y’s Men’s Club is holding its annual
Christmas tree sale through December 23 at the Elm Street field. Proceeds support
programs like the Rutgers Master Gardeners of Union County, which raises food
for the hungry. Pictured, from left to right, are: Master Gardener Fred Taylor,
assisting with the tree sale; Y’s Men’s Club President Tom Baker, Paul Zimmerman
of the Y’s Men and Ryan Baker, Mr. Baker’s son. See story on page 8.

RECOGNITION…In April 2006, former Westfield
High School coach and athletic director Gary Kehler,
left, stands with athletic director Ed Tranchina,
center, and Boosters president Vince Wilt by two
plaques commemorating Mr. Kehler’s career.

Westfield Legend Gary Kehler
Dies; Coach Was ‘One of a Kind’

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

By BETH BUDNICK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – “There is nowhere
big enough for this funeral to house all
of the people whohe touched,” said
current Westfield High School
(WHS) baseball coach Bob
Brewster of Gary Kehler, the leg-
endary WHS football, wrestling and
golf coach who died last Friday, De-
cember 9, at the age of 76 at Over-
look Hospital in Summit, after four
years of fighting stomach cancer.
His funeral will be held tomorrow,
December 14, at 11 a.m. at the Pres-
byterian Church in Westfield.

Mr. Kehler was “an inspiration to
us all,” said WHS Athletic Director
Edward Tranchina, and, above all, “a
legend” in both athletics and per-
sona, a unanimous statement among
past coaches and players who spoke
to The Westfield Leader about him.
“There’s an empty feeling without
him,” said one of Mr. Kehler’s former
athletes, Owen Brand, who gradu-
ated from WHS in 1977.

Coach George Kapner, who
coached boys’ soccer and girls’ bas-
ketball during Mr. Kehler’s time at
the high school, recalled: “There are

no words to describe it…when I en-
tered the world of Westfield athletics
[in 1975], I walked into something
magical; there was something special

going on. You couldn’t help but no-
tice this presence — not even a per-
son, but a presence — which I later
found out was Gary Kehler.”

In athletics, “his coaching record was
phenomenal,” said Mr. Tranchina, and
it is due to this success in athletics that
Mr. Kehler rose to national fame. His

achievements include a winning
streak of 48 games (a state record at
the time) and just 10 defeats during
his first 14 seasons coaching foot-
ball, starting in 1961. In Mr. Kehler’s
seasons coaching Westfield foot-
ball, from 1961 until 1982, the team
amassed a 172-26-7 record. Addi-
tionally, Mr. Kehler became the first
inductee in the Westfield Hall of
Fame in 1994 and is a member of the
National Football Hall of Fame
“Walk of Champions.”

[For more on the athletic achieve-
ments of Mr. Kehler, see “Devil’s
Den” in sports on page 11.]

The 1977 team Mr. Kehler
coached is particularly notewor-
thy. The Courier-News wrote that it
was “the best high-school football
team New Jersey ever produced.”

Mr. Brewster, who knew Mr.
Kehler both as a player on his team

and, later, as a co-football coach from
1974 to 1993, explained further, “In
1977, we played in the Meadowlands,
and 33,000 people came out — the
largest football crowd ever in New Jer-
sey (for a high-school football game)
— and he just ran the whole show. He
was unbelievable.”

Maggie McFadden, former WHS
softball andfield hockey coach, said,
“I go places and say I’m from Westfield,
and they say, ‘Oh, they have that great
football program with Gary Kehler
there,’” she said. “He’s a legend.”

Mr. Kehler was “the most outstand-
ing coach I ever saw,” said Bob
Brewster, Sr., the parent of four WHS
athletes who played under Mr. Kehler.

“He had a well-trained team in a
system that averaged three-plus yards
a play and thus scored virtually every
time it had the ball,” said Lee Hale,
the Westfield Hall of Fame president
who worked with Mr. Kehler for years.

“Kehler brought a series of ‘extra
edges’ to coaching that made him the
top coach in New Jersey in the last
100 years. He had the biggest impact
of anybody in putting Westfield on a
pedestal. He was a giant,” Hale said.

CF, WF Residents Hire
Lawyer to Oppose Cell Tower

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — Opponents of a
proposed 130-foot-high cell tower
have hired an attorney to fight the
proposal, which would be situated at
the Cranford Swim Club. Testimony
on the application, which the Union
County freeholder
board also op-
poses, continued
Monday night at a
special meeting of
the Cranford Zon-
ing Board of Ad-
justment.

New York
SMSA Limited
Partnership seeks
height and setback
variances.

During the
Cranford zoning
board’s meeting in
October, the
applicant’s attor-
ney, Gregory
Meese, said the
county did not
voice concerns
over the proposal
to SMSA.

On Monday night, First Deputy
County Counsel Norman Albert, also
a Cranford resident, stood on the side-
lines to wait to question the testimo-
nies heard that evening.

About 90 Cranford and Westfield
residents opposed to the tower have
hired their own attorney, John
Schmidt. He said he plans to bring in
his own professional planner and

radiofrequency consultant to testify
before the board.

Civil engineer Anthony Suppa, tes-
tifying for the applicant, said that due
to an order adopted October 2, cell-
phone carriers must have an eight-
hour battery backup at the tower’s
equipment shelter. Verizon has a gen-

erator; thereby, this
order does not ap-
ply to them, he
said.

However, Mr.
Suppa said, the
other carriers that
plan to go on the
tower – Sprint,
Omnipoint and
Cingular – only
have about a two-
to three-hour
backup. They are
looking into the
eight-hour back up
to comply with
regulations. Mr.
Suppa said the
shelter would have
no increase in size
for the new batter-
ies.

Mr. Meese also introduced Glenn
Pierson, a radiofrequency design and
engineering consultant. He presented
topography maps of each carrier’s
coverage area and the increase in
coverage the proposed tower would
bring.

Displaying cell-phone coverage
maps, he testified that on average,
each carrier has a gap in coverage
from Springfield Avenue to
Kenilworth Boulevard, the Chippewa
Road neighborhood and from Spring-
field Avenue to Gallows Hill Road to
the south.

Mr. Pierson’s maps of one carrier

Christina Hinke for The Westfield Leader
CAN YOU HEAR ME NOW?...Gregg
Pierson presents topography maps of
cell-phone coverage for the proposed
tower at the Cranford Swim Club to
the Cranford board of adjustment.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Board Approves Buontempo,
Ward Plans with Conditions

By BETH BUDNICK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — The town’s board
of adjustment dealt primarily with
two issues Monday night: ongoing
concerns at the Savannah assisting
construction site on Prospect Avenue
and plans for the Buontempo prop-
erty on South Avenue. The board ap-
proved ordinances with specific stipu-
lations for both cases.

The Ward application was two-fold,

seeking both permission to extend a
variance approval to allow two trailers
to remain on a separate property from
the construction site and retain signage
not originally granted by the variance
at the properties on 201 and 215 Pros-
pect Street. Cranford attorney Phillip
Krevsky represented James Ward and
Josephine Ward-Gallagher.

Mr. Ward said he sought to keep
two trailers on a separate property,
one a sales trailer and one for con-
struction-related purposes. He said
the construction trailer should be gone
“by the end of February or the begin-
ning of March.”

Sales must be on a separate prop-
erty, according to Mr. Ward, because
“we are still installing electric lines
on the site” and customers cannot
safely tour the units.

Board member Robert Burslem asked,
“If the project is going to be finished in
March, couldn’t the sales effort be moved
inside the building then?”

Mr. Ward said sales need to be
conducted in a showroom-style set-
ting, not a single model unit.

Board members agreed. Board
Chairman William Heinbokel said,
“The sales trailer on a separate prop-
erty is probably a good thing,” espe-
cially because “danger still exists
currently” on the construction site.
“We don’t want to put the public in a
dangerous situation,” he said.

The board decided to put a cap on
the amount of time the trailer could

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Beth Budnick for The Westfield Leader
WE GET AROUND…Children’s Specialized Hopsital in Mountainside commemo-
rated a $40,000 donation from Wal-Mart Stores on Tuesday. The hospital used the
donation towards the purchase of a transportation van (above) for the Friday Night
Fever program (recreational events for teens ages 13 to 21 with disabilities) and $4,000
in gift cards for needy families utilizing the state’s Early Intervention Program.
Above, left to right, are Mountainside Councilman Glenn Mortimer, Assembly-
woman Joan Quigley (LD-32), Wal-Mart representative Jennifer Hoehn, Friday
Night Fever participant Lynne Ganley and Senator Raymond Lesniak (LD-20).

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
FOOD DRIVE...The Westfield Firemen’s Mutual Benevolent Association (FMBA)
Local No. 30 is conducting its 11th annual holiday food drive for needy residents,
accepting non-perishable food items at its fire headquarters. See release on page 10.

Mountainside Board of Ed.,
MEA Continue Negotiations

By MARIA WOEHR
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE – The board of
education will meet with the
Mountainside Education Association
(MEA) next Tuesday to further nego-
tiate a contract after formally agree-
ing to binding arbitration on Tuesday.

“We have fixed the language for
binding arbitration like they have
asked,” BOE President John Perrin
said at Tuesday’s BOE meeting.

The MEA’s last contract, a three-
year deal, expired June 30.

MEA Thomas Predale, MEA chief
negotiator, submitted an Open Public
Records Act (OPRA) request to ascer-
tain the amount the BOE paid its law-
yer. The BOE said it had spent $17,714
on a labor attorney during negotiations.

Mr. Perrin said labor expenses are
“factored in” to a typical annual bud-
get. “Already, we have spent 18-per-
cent less than we have in previous
years, and those negotiators went on
into late winter and early spring.”

Mr. Perrin said the MEA spent
$90,849 on union dues for “similar

services.”
Responding, BOE member Car-

mine Venes said, “Excuse me, but the
MEA’s union dues also include pro-
fessional development, negotiators
salaries, teachers’ conventions and
other projects.”

The BOE announced the
Mountainside Education Foundation
(MEF) has accepted funds from the
Watts Foundation to sponsor a New
Jersey Performing Arts Center (NJPAC)
arts program for borough students.

The program will sponsor an artist-
in-residence to work with first and
sixth graders. The first graders will
learn visual art, and the sixth graders
will study performance-based art. The
entire program costs $31,000.

“This is a great project, and we are
very happy to have the funds for this
program,” said Lisa Grossi, co-presi-
dent of the MEF.

“Higher-performing schools sup-
port the arts and encourage these types
of programs,” Mr. Perrin added.

The BOE also announced it had
filled all teachers positions.

Fire Damages SPF
Bleachers, Scorches
Storage Container

By MARTIN SWEENEY
Specially Written for The Leader and The Fanscotian

SCOTCH PLAINS — A fire
broke out underneath the football-
field bleachers at Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School (SPFHS)
on Saturday, December 2, melting
a hole through the aluminum stands
and damaging an athletic-equip-
ment storage container and its con-
tents.

According to Detective Lieuten-
ant Brian Donnelley of the Scotch
Plains Police Department, emer-
gency dispatchers received a 9-1-1
call at 2:30 p.m. from a jogger at the
high-school track. The fire, Lt.
Donnelley said, originated from two
plastic trash barrels that were un-
derneath the closed bleachers.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Karen Clarkson for The Westfield Leader
OPEN FOR READERS... After months of remodeling, the Westfield Memorial Library
hosted a grand reopening on Sunday afternoon. See additional photos on page 10.

Westfield Board of Adjustment
Approves Cacciola Condo Complex

By WAYNE BAKER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — The town’s board
of adjustment, at a special meeting on
Tuesday evening, approved a pro-
posal from F and J Foot Co., LLC.
(the owners of Sweet Water
Steakhouse on Elm Street) for a six-
unit condominium complex at 112-
116 Cacciola Place. Among the vari-
ances the board granted were in-
creases in permissible lot coverage
by both buildings and improvements.

The development, about which
some residents expressed concerns,
will house six three-story attached
homes in two structures, one at the
front and one at the rear of the prop-
erty. The structures will each contain
a one-car garage and storage on the
first floor, with living spaces on the
second floor and two bedrooms on
the third floor. Pull down staircases
will allow attic storage. Each unit
will also have its own parking space
in front of the garage.

The proposal was a follow up to one
the board examined at its October 29
meeting, at which the board had re-
quested a number of changes. Most
visible among those changes was an
additional setback of the first floor in
the units backing up to Cacciola Place.

The board intended the additional set-
back, combined with railings, to give
the structure a more residential feel.
The main entrances to all the dwell-
ings will front the central court.

Commenting on the design, Patricia
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

WF Bd. of Ed. Discusses
Principal Survey, Audit

see story page 19


