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– Obituaries –

Dooley Funeral Service, Inc.
Caring & Courteous Service to the

Cranford / Westfield Area Since 1913

Westfield
556 Westfield Avenue
233-0255
John L. Dooley
Manager
NJ License # 4100

Cranford
218 North Avenue

276-0255
Charles V. Dooley

Manager
NJ License # 3703

       ow Offering the New

Willow View Mausoleum,

 A Unique Concept in

Memorial Properties.

   eauty, Dignity & Peace

Overlooking Bunnell Pond.

Fairview Cemetery
1100 East Broad Street • Westfield, NJ 908-232-0781

Nonprofit • Nonsectarian

Family Lots, Single Graves, Niches & Community Mausoleums

Faithfully Serving the Public Since 1868, on 105 Picturesque Acres.

N
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Begun in 1876 by William Gray and later Incorporated in
1897 as the Gray Burial & Cremation Company.

Today, known by many simply as Gray’s, we continue to
provide the personal service that began with Mr. Gray,

whether it be for burial or cremation.

Gray Funeral Home
318 East Broad St.

Westfield, NJ 07090
William A. Doyle Mgr.
NJ Lic. Number 2325

908-233-0143

Gray Memorial Funeral Home
12 Springfield Ave.
Cranford, NJ 07016

Dale R. Schoustra Mgr.
NJ Lic. Number 3707

908-276-0092

Charles J. Tombs
NJ Lic. Number 4006

Director

www.grayfuneralhomes.com

Hillside Cemetery 
Regarded as one of the most beautiful cemeteries in the East  

  Scotch Plains 
908.756.1729 

www.hillsidecemetery.com     
It is far easier for your family if you plan ahead     

HUNG UP!!

By Milt Faith, Executive Director
Youth and Family Counseling Service

Our True Friends are Those
Proven to Be Dependable

A Discouraged Reader Writes: I
am moving to another apartment in
several weeks. Three of my friends
have agreed to help me move six big
furniture items; I am bringing the rest
over in small cartons. I spoke to one
of the friends, who is also a relative,
reminding him about the moving date.
Chet (disguised name) said, “Oh, I
am driving to Atlanta that day to see
my family. Get someone else. I should
have told you.” Chet did this to me
once before, and I should know bet-
ter. Also, he is not a long distance
driver. Why are people selfish and not
dependable? This puts me in a diffi-
cult position since I don’t know too
many individuals who would be avail-
able. This is the end of my relation-
ship with Chet.

Answer: An old saying is, “Do not
get involved with family (and friends)
when dealing with money, business,
etc.” Since Chet failed you once, I
would have avoided him and expected
nothing from him.

Instead of remaining angry and
sad, try to find someone you can
pay to help with the move. Your
other friends, who will help you,
might know someone. Move, then
take your helpers out for a nice
dinner and drink. And remember to
be involved with people who are
sensitive and dependable. Be selec-
tive with those with whom you want
to be involved. Which reminds me
of another saying: Never make
someone a priority when you are
only an option (to that person)!
Good luck, and no, I’m not avail-
able to help you move.

A Concerned Parent Writes: What’s
the best way to approach your child to
talk about substance abuse? He is 15
years old and my wife and I suspect
his peers are encouraging him to try
pot. We are concerned about his get-
ting into drinking. Anytime we bring
him literature about these situations,
or try to tell him about its dangers, he
tells us not to worry and walks away.
He is a good boy, does well in school,
is active in church, sports, etc.

Answer: Believe me, you are
blessed. I would avoid lecturing to
him or presenting him with informa-
tive material that may emphasize the

dangers of drug abuse. I feel it is
healthy and appropriate for you and
your wife to talk with him over dinner
or, when you are together, to ask him
some general questions: “How are
things at school? Are you aware if
kids are smoking pot or drinking?
Ever been tempted?” Reminds us
when we were teens and were faced
with some of these situations.

Say, “please feel free to talk to us
about this or anything else whenever
you want to.” Be easygoing, yet dis-
play a parental sense of care, interest
and concern. Try to avoid
pontifications, warning too much, in-
dicating distrust or your need to check
up on things. So often, the attitude you
convey is more important than words
spoken.

An Undecided Parent Writes: We
have a gay daughter. “Gail” (disguised
name) approached my husband and
me recently and asked if she and her
partner could borrow some money to
help pay towards the down payment
of a home they wish to purchase. I am
financially very secure and we helped
our other two children when they
bought houses. I have mixed feel-
ings. I love Gail, but don’t want Gail
to think that I approve of her lifestyle
by helping her buy a house. How can
I let her know I love her, but reject her
sexual orientation?

Answer: You have a right to do as
you please. I strongly feel that an
individual’s feelings towards another
should be consistent with his/her be-
havior. You write nothing negative
about Gail other than she is gay and
you disapprove. You love her. I am
certain that, by now, Gail knows of
your feelings re her sexuality.
Wouldn’t it be nice to be consistent
with all three of your children when it
comes to supporting them as they
move along in life?

Why not tell Gail you love her, and
you will support her, as you did her
siblings, and hope she will be happy.
I must emphasize that in this crazy
world, where we all constantly look
for the meaning of life, and our own
sense of worth, that the supportive
loving relationship between parent
and child, shown in emotions and
behavior, should be a priority!

Virginia C. Urner, 93, Former Teacher;
Antiques Dealer and Flower Show Judge
Virginia C. Urner, 93, died on Sun-

day, November 18, at the Golden Liv-
ing Center in Gettysburg, Pa.

Born in 1913 in Newark, she was
the daughter of the late Elbert and
Virginia Carrington. She was mar-
ried for 70 years to the late Frank E.
Urner, who died in March 2007.

A brother, Kenneth Carrington,
predeceased her.

Surviving are two daughters,
Lynne Baxter of Gettysburg and
Robin Whitebay of Highland, N.Y.,
and one son, Frank A. Urner of
Glendora, Calif.

Mrs. Urner received a teaching de-
gree from the New Jersey State Teach-
ers College and taught primary grades
in Newark and Westfield for 11 years.

She also was a homemaker who
loved old houses, collecting antiques
and gardening. Mrs. Urner was an
enthusiastic member of her garden

club and an accredited flower show
judge. She resided in Westfield and
Mountainside, where she was a mem-
ber of the Mountainside Union Chapel.

Following retirement, she first lived
in Liberty, Me., where she was a
member of the South Liberty Baptist
Church, and then in Carlisle, Pa.,
where she was a member of the Com-
munity Baptist Church, before mov-
ing to Gettysburg in 1994. During
her retirement years, she was a well-
respected dealer in early American
antiques, doing business as Mole Hill
Antiques.

No services are planned.
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William H. Branch, Sr., 88, Established
Branch Radiographic Labs in Cranford
William H. Branch, Sr., 88, of

Scotch Plains died on Thursday, No-
vember 29, at his home.

Born in Chrystal Run, N.Y., he
had lived in Jersey City before mov-
ing to Scotch Plains in 1956.

A pioneer in the field of non-de-
structive testing, Mr. Branch was

employed by M.W. Kellogg in Jer-
sey City prior to forming his own
business, Branch Radiographic Labs
in Cranford.

He is survived by his wife of 70
years, Catherine Rita DeTommaso
Branch; two sons, William H.
Branch, Jr. and his wife, Georgine,
and Peter J. Branch and his wife,
Catherine; three daughters,
Catherine Blatchley and her hus-
band, Carl, Mary Fenster and her
husband, Dr. Gerald Fenster, and
Elizabeth English; his brother,
Millard R. Branch, Jr.; his sister,
Helen Margaret “Peggy” Nagel; 16
grandchildren and 24 great-grand-
children.

He was predeceased by two sons,
Joseph Branch, who died in 1958,
and Dr. Ralph Branch, who died in
1997.

Funeral services were held on
Monday, December 3, at the Memo-
rial Funeral Home, 155 South Av-
enue in Fanwood. Interment followed
at Restland Memorial Park in East
Hanover.

In lieu of flowers, donations may
be made to the American Cancer
Society, P.O. Box 815, Elizabeth,
N.J. 07207, (www.cancer.org). For
additional information or to express
condolences, please visit
www.fanwoodmemorial.com.

December 6, 2007

Joseph Bruno, 92
Joseph Bruno, 92, of Westfield

passed away peacefully at his home
on Saturday, December 1.

Born in Italy, he lived in Westfield
for more than 20 years.

Mr. Bruno had been a machinist for
the Ashland Corporation in Queens,
N.Y.

He was the beloved husband of the
late Serafina Bruno, who died in 2000,
and the devoted father of Dr. Victor
Bruno, M.D. and father-in-law of Dr.
Kathleen Murphy, M.D. He also will
be deeply missed by his four grand-
children, J.B., Sean, Brendan and
Brigid.

A funeral service will be held at
10 a.m. on Saturday, December 8, at
the Dooley Colonial Home, 556
Westfield Avenue in Westfield. Visi-
tation will be tomorrow, Friday, De-
cember 7, from 7 to 9 p.m., and
Saturday at 9:30 a.m. Burial will
take place at Fairview Cemetery in
Westfield.

December 6, 2007

Alexandra Germinario-Cornell, 51; Was
Longtime Volunteer For Rescue Squad

Walter E. Sampson, 81
Walter E. Sampson, 81, a lifelong

resident of Westfield, died on Wednes-
day, November 28, at his residence.

A graduate of The Pingry School
and Drexel University, Mr. Sampson
was an electronics engineer with B.T.
Labs in Newark and Propel in Clark.
He retired in 1991.

He was a member of the Fanwood-
Scotch Plains YMCA, the
Mountainside Senior Citizens and the
Sport Car Club of America. Mr.
Sampson also was an avid skier and
sailor.

He is survived by his wife of 53
years, Margaret Jean (Lambert)
Sampson. Also surviving are several
nieces and nephews.

Mr. Sampson was the son of the
late Walter M. and Edith (Frost)
Sampson.

Funeral services were held on Sun-
day, December 2, at the Higgins and
Bonner Echo Lake Funeral Home in
Westfield.

December 6, 2007

Catharine Smythe, 98
Catharine Duncan Smythe, 98, of

Westfield died on Tuesday, Novem-
ber 27, at Overlook Hospital in Sum-
mit.

Born in Jersey City, she grew up in
Gillette and later lived in Johnstown,
Pa. before moving to Westfield in
1957.

Mrs. Smythe had been employed
with Stevens Institute in Hoboken
during the 1940s, later becoming a
homemaker. She was a member of
The Presbyterian Church in Westfield
and also a member of the Woman’s
Club of Westfield.

 Her husband, Robert Smythe, pre-
deceased her in 1990. Her brother,
Dr. Wilton Hallock, one of the
founders of Overlook Hospital, also
predeceased her.

Surviving are her son, Duncan
Smythe of Westfield; her stepson,
Robert Smythe of Basking Ridge;
three grandchildren and five great-
grandchildren.

Funeral services were held on Fri-
day, November 30, at the Gray Fu-
neral Home, 318 East Broad Street
in Westfield.

Memorial donations may be made
to the Westfield Rescue Squad, 335
Watterson Street, Westfield, N.J.
07090.

December 6, 2007

Marie C. Thomas, 86
Marie C. Thomas (Signorelli), 86,

of Westfield died on Thursday, No-
vember 29.

Born in Elizabeth, Mrs. Thomas
lived in Westfield and Berkeley
Heights.

Surviving are her husband of 55
years, John Thomas; a son, Mark
Thomas; two daughters, Karen Tho-
mas and Lynne Partridge, and two
granddaughters.

A Mass of Christian Burial was
offered on Tuesday, December 4, at
the Holy Trinity Roman Catholic
Church in Westfield. Burial took
place at Fairview Cemetery in
Westfield.

Arrangements were under the di-
rection of the Dooley Colonial Home,
556 Westfield Avenue in Westfield.

Memorial donations may be made
to the Alzheimer’s Association.

December 6, 2007

Carolyn M. Urso, 61
Carolyn M. Urso (Barone), 61, of

Westfield passed away peacefully on
Saturday, December 1, surrounded
by her loving family.

Born in Elizabeth, she was raised
in Union and resided in Westfield for
37 years.

Mrs. Urso was a registered nurse
with St. Barnabas Medical Center in
Livingston and a member of the Holy
Trinity Altar Society.

She was the devoted daughter of
Catherine Green Barone and the late
Salvatore Barone, the beloved mother
of Kimberley Leitner and her hus-
band, Neal, Joseph Urso and Lynda
Urso, and the loving sister of Vincent
Barone and his wife, Carole. She also
will be deeply missed by her three
grandchildren, Rachel, James and
Andrea.

A Mass of Christian Burial will be
offered at 10 a.m. today, Thursday,
December 6, at the Holy Trinity Ro-
man Catholic Church in Westfield.
Burial will take place at Fairview
Cemetery in Westfield.

Arrangements are by the Dooley
Colonial Home, 556 Westfield Av-
enue in Westfield.

In lieu of flowers, donations in her
memory may be made to either the
Center for Hope Hospice, 1900 Raritan
Road, Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076 or to
the Holy Trinity Church, 315 First
Street, Westfield, N.J. 07090.

December 6, 2007

Terry Monzella, 73, Westfield Realtor;
Was Active In Presbyterian Church

Terry Monzella of Westfield, who
touched many lives during four de-
cades as an active church member, a
substitute teacher for several years
and two decades as a Realtor in her
hometown, died peacefully at home
on Friday, November 30, 2007. She
was 73.

Mrs. Monzella will be re-
membered for her quick wit
and her delightful sense of
humor as well as her ability
to connect with people, es-
pecially her family and
friends.

She was born February 1,
1934, to Richard J. and
Marian T. Price in Rockville
Centre, N.Y. After moving to
West Virginia as an infant,
she graduated from Falls View Elemen-
tary School in 1947, Gauley Bridge
High School in 1951 and West Virginia
University in 1955 with a Bachelor of
Science degree in Journalism.

Her journalism career was as
Woman’s Page editor of The Herald-
Dispatch in Huntington, W. Va. She
and Charles Monzella, an Associated
Press newsman and a native of Besse-
mer, Ala., were married at her par-
ents’ home in Glen Ferris, W. Va. on
November 24, 1956. They celebrated
their 50th wedding anniversary dur-
ing a tour of Sicily in 2006.

In addition to her husband, Mrs.
Monzella is survived by three sons,
Paul, his wife, Judy, and their chil-
dren Michael and Kelley of LaGrange,
Ill., David, his wife, Elisha, and their
children Adam and Jacob of Fanwood,
N.J., and Bryan of Lambertville, N.J.

She also is survived by her brother,
Richard J. Price, Jr., and his wife,
Peggy, of Grantham, N.H. and Stuart,
Fla.; her sister, Susan P. Keener, and
her husband, Edison, of Pittsburgh,
Pa.; her husband’s sister-in-law, Mary
Monzella of Pelham, Ala. and numer-

ous nieces, nephews and
cousins.

The family became mem-
bers of The Presbyterian
Church in Westfield in the
late 1960s, and Mrs.
Monzella served as a Sun-
day school teacher, deacon
and elder and on a number of
commissions and commit-
tees over the years. She also
was active in the Westfield
Day Care Auxiliary.

Before beginning her career in real
estate sales, Mrs. Monzella was a
substitute teacher at elementary and
intermediate schools and Westfield
High School.

Mrs. Monzella was a Realtor at
The Johnson Agency, Rorden Realty
and most recently with Burgdorff Re-
altors ERA, all located in Westfield.

A memorial service was held on
Monday, December 3, at The Presby-
terian Church in Westfield.

Arrangements were by the Dooley
Colonial Home, 556 Westfield Av-
enue in Westfield.

In lieu of flowers, the family asks
that donations be made in her memory
to The Presbyterian Church in
Westfield, 140 Mountain Avenue,
Westfield, N.J. 07090 or to the Ameri-
can Cancer Society.
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Alexandra Germinario-Cornell,
51, a lifelong resident of Westfield,
passed away peacefully at her home
surrounded by her loving family.

She was executive administrative
assistant for the CIT Group in
Livingston and a longtime volunteer
with the Westfield Rescue Squad.

Mrs. Germinario-Cornell was the
beloved wife of Alessandro
Germinario-Cornell and the late
James M. Cornell (1996), and the
devoted mother of James A., Michael
H. and Jeffery P. Cornell. She was the
cherished daughter of her late par-
ents, John and Audrey Long, and the
loving sister of Christopher Long,
Leslie Long-O’Leary and the late

Kerry Hoffman, John Long and
Meredith Humphreys. She also will
be deeply missed by her uncle,
Frederick W. Schubert, and her nu-
merous nieces, nephews and cousins.

Funeral services were held yester-
day, Wednesday, December 5, at the
First United Methodist Church of
Westfield. Burial took place at
Fairview Cemetery in Westfield.

Arrangements were under the di-
rection of the Dooley Colonial Home,
556 Westfield Avenue in Westfield.

In lieu of flowers, donations may
be made in her name to the Westfield
Rescue Squad, 335 Watterson Street,
Westfield, N.J. 07090.
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Toy Collection Is Underway
To Benefit Needy Children

WESTFIELD – Every December
for some 70 years, Family and
Children’s Services has collected and
distributed new toys, gifts and food
for hundreds of needy children
throughout Union County.

Today the agency serves up to 2,000
individuals a year, half of whom are
children. The great majority of these
youths live in foster homes or city
shelters, have been neglected or abused,
or live in families with total incomes at
or below the federal poverty line.

In keeping with the holiday sea-
son, Coldwell Banker Residential
Brokerage’s Westfield office is work-
ing to collect new toys and books to
be distributed to those in need. “We
want every child to experience hap-
piness, especially during the holi-
days,” said Michael Scott, manager
of the Westfield office.

All gifts collected at the Westfield
office of Coldwell Banker will be dis-
tributed to the Family and Children’s
Counseling and Testing Center of Eliza-
beth. The center is a private, non-profit
social service agency.

Faith Maricic and Kathy Shea are

serving as co-chairmen for the
Westfield office of Coldwell Banker
and ask that all types of new un-
wrapped toys (puzzles, games, col-
oring books, stuffed animals, etc.)
be brought to Coldwell Banker at
209 Central Avenue.

Individuals who are unable to
come in with their toys may call
(908) 233-5555 to arrange for them
to be picked up. The final date for
the toy collection is Sunday, De-
cember 16.

La Leche League Sets
Date For Next Meeting

WESTFIELD – The La Leche
League of Westfield, a non-profit
breastfeeding information and sup-
port group, will meet on Thursday,
December 13, at 10 a.m. New, expe-
rienced and expectant mothers and
their children are invited to attend to
learn more about breastfeeding, have
their questions answered and meet
other breastfeeding mothers. For more
information and the meeting location,
call Mari at (908) 233-6513.

Terry Monzella


