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Updating Security, Creating Math
Academy Among BOE Goals

By JESSICA E. JASKULA
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Education
last Thursday approved district goals
for 2007-2008.

The first goal set is to meet or
exceed the federal No Child Left
Behind benchmarks, which would
include creating a Summer Challenge
Math Academy for middle-school stu-
dents, continuing to carry out the
START Program and achieving addi-
tional parental participation, begin-
ning tutorial support in Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School and improv-
ing the writing abilities of seventh-
and eighth-grade students with the
information-technology writing lab.

The second goal includes upgrades
to the district’s technology and facili-
ties infrastructure and would consist
of a review of the technology at the
district’s elementary schools, includ-
ing broadening their wireless capaci-
ties, that would be set up by the sum-
mer of 2008. A similar plan for the
high school would expand wireless
capabilities, as well as implement
upgrades to better network speed and
troubleshooting abilities by summer
2009, school officials said.

The goal includes the completion
of the artificial-turf fields and track
replacement installation. Addition-
ally, the second goal calls for short-
and long-term plans for adequate
space in the middle schools and the
implementing of the short-term plan.

“Our middle schools are very
crowded, in particular Terrill,” busi-
ness administrator Anthony Del Sordi

said. “We will need to do something
to satisfy the needs of Terrill for next
year.”

The third goal calls for updating
school security and emergency prepa-
ration measures. This would include
card-key access for state members in
all academic buildings, carrying out
and evaluating off-site evacuation
drills for middle-school and high-
school students, as well as the cre-
ation of an off-site evacuation plan
for elementary-level students and the
completion of table-top assessments
with the help of law-enforcement
workers, school officials said.

In addition, the third goal would
call for increased parent/guardian
participation in the district’s e-mail
notification system.

An audience member suggested
later that a cell-phone notification
system should be implemented.

“In case of an emergency, I may not
be at a computer, but most likely I
will have a cell phone on me,” she
said. She said that Westfield uses a

similar system. The board said it
would look into the idea.

In addition, auditor Rich Barre of
Barre and Company discussed the
board’s 2006-2007 audit report.

“The district is financially healthy
and the internal controls are sound,”
he said, “It’s a very solid financial
system.”

The auditor gave four recommen-
dations, two of which included spe-
cial revenue grants that have already
been implemented. The remaining
two recommendations include rec-
onciling bank accounts and the
treasurer’s report to the books and
recording it monthly. The board noted
that the audit report contains fewer
recommendations than previous
years.

“All of the recommendations from
last year were followed,” said board
member Donald Parisi. “[Barre and
Company] did a great job assisting us
through the year.”

The board will meet next Thursday

Cranford to Study Changing
To Elected Mayor System
By CHRISTINA M. HINKE

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

CRANFORD — During the No-
vember 6 general election, about 65
percent of Cranford voters agreed to
a non-binding question on the ballot
to have the township committee un-
dertake a study to consider a change
to the form of government to a direct
popular election of mayor and make
recommendations based on the find-
ings.

Currently, the township has five
committee members; the group each
year chooses one to be mayor.

Mayor Michael Plick said he and
other current committee members had
been hearing from residents that they
would like to elect a mayor. A non-
binding question on the ballot would
verify whether those opinions were
valid for a majority of the residents,
the mayor said.

At the August 14 township com-
mittee meeting, four out of five com-
mittee members voted to place the
question on the ballot.  Commissioner
George Jorn opposed the question.
According to Mayor Plick, Mr. Jorn
thought the current form had its flaws
but served the people well.

Mayor Plick said he favors a change
in government.

“The one benefit it would provide
is accountability on the mayor’s part,”
he said. “And [it would provide] lon-

gevity and the opportunities [for
goals] that the mayors wanted to ac-
complish that they didn’t have time to
complete within a year.”

“My case in point, back in April,
the nor’easter distracted from other
things at hand. We had to go through
flooding issues, FEMA and getting
people back to where they were. The
year flies by,” the mayor said.

He said under the current form of
government there is the potential to
serve more than one year as mayor.
However, historically, the majority of
Cranford mayors have served one
year. Mr. Plick began his service as
mayor January 1 of this year. Deputy
Mayor Robert Puhak will become
mayor on New Year’s Day.

This month, the township commit-
tee will discuss how to go about the
study.

“I’m hoping it only takes…I don’t
want to say two months, but several
months, so that a binding question is
on the ballot in November next year,”
Mr. Plick said. “There would be a
binding public question clearly de-
fining the proposed government. The
following November would pit a race
for mayor.”

Mr. Plick said the cost for the study
has not been determined. The town-
ship committee will examine the fi-
nances in December with plans to
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courtesy of National Archives
ALWAYS REMEMBER…Sixty-six years ago, on the morning of December 7,
Japan attacked the United States at Pearl Harbor, bringing the U.S. into World
War II. After two waves of attacks, 21 ships of the U.S. Pacific Fleet had been
damaged, 347 planes were either destroyed or damaged, 2,403 people were dead
and another 1,178 were injured.

Martin Sweeney for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
ADMIRING THE LIGHTS… Fanwood residents Adam Biner and Brian Walsh
brave the cold weather and admire the lighting of the Christmas tree at the
Fanwood Train Station last Sunday. Snowfall earlier in the day contributed
towards a festive atmosphere.

Council Looks to Bring Fine-
Arts Instruction to Fanwood

By TED RITTER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — Prior to their
monthly agenda meeting Tuesday
night, Mayor Colleen Mahr and the
borough council held a one-item spe-
cial meeting, initially reviewing a
measure that would amend code regu-
lations in the downtown redevelop-
ment district.

Borough Clerk Eleanor McGovern
explained that the ordinance would
“add permitted uses” to the code.

Borough Engineer Joseph Pryor,
who also serves as the planning
board’s engineer, said “several” po-
tential tenants have expressed inter-
est in locating on the Messercola prop-
erty now being redeveloped.

However, Mr. Pryor said, these ten-
ants wish to offer fine-arts instruc-
tion, such as arts and crafts, and he
said the “current code excludes
schools and any sort of instruction”
in this district.

“I think [fine arts instruction] is a
use that goes well with that zone and
with that building,” he said.

The governing body will hold a
second reading on the proposed ordi-
nance during a special meeting on
December 19 at 7 p.m.

Also regarding the downtown, bor-
ough officials discussed preparations
to finalize a contract with an environ-
mental engineer for the redevelop-
ment area.

Borough attorney Dennis Estis said
the contract work would be divided
up into three tasks, including review-
ing the Livingston-Wilbor property
and previous environmental docu-

ments completed for other properties
in the redevelopment district.

Councilman William Populus sug-
gested that the borough hire a profes-
sional planner to help coordinate the
final stages of the downtown redevel-
opment effort.

Mayor Mahr agreed with the
councilman’s suggestion, saying, “We
need to amend the redevelopment
plan” to include the Sovereign Bank
and Livingston-Wilbor properties,
which are among the last to be rebuilt
downtown.

The mayor said the borough might
be able to use existing grant funds to
pay for the planner.

“We want to make sure we carry
the ball down the field, to the line and
over the line,” said Mayor Mahr, point-
ing to the importance of seeing that
redevelopment is completed.

In other business, Council Presi-
dent Katherine Mitchell reported that
the borough’s current insurance car-
rier has said that insurance costs are
“going up” for next year. Borough
officials in past years have pointed to
increasing insurance premiums as one
of the key factors driving budget and
tax increases.

The borough is reviewing numbers
and negotiating with its insurer now;
Ms. Mitchell said she expects to hear
back from the company with revised
cost estimates by December 15.

“Have we talked to more than one
carrier?” asked Mr. Populus.

“There are a lot of insurers out
there that don’t want us,” Ms. Mitchell
responded.
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SP Township Manager Atkins
Announces Retirement Next Year

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – Township
Manager Thomas Atkins announced
Tuesday night that he will retire next
year after 28 years of running the
day-to-day operations of the munici-
pal government.

Mr. Atkins, who will turn 59 next
May, began his tenure in Scotch Plains
in June 1980 following nearly five
years as borough administrator in
Metuchen and two years as assistant
administrator in East Windsor.

“I just feel it’s time,” he told The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times prior
to informing the township council of
his plans during a closed session fol-

lowing its conference meeting.
He said he decided late last year to

retire in 2008, when he will have
accrued 35 years in the state pension
fund.

“I’ve enjoyed every minute of it,”
said Mr. Atkins, who was raised in
Scotch Plains. “It’s been more than
just a job.” He said there are “very few
managers who get to manage the town
where they grew up.”

Mr. Atkins said his official retire-
ment date would be September 1,
although his departure could be ear-
lier if the council is able to agree on a
successor “well before” then. He said
he would offer assistance if the coun-
cil asks for his input on choosing a

new manager and expressed his con-
fidence that “the council will do a
good job in getting a qualified suc-
cessor” who will continue what Mr.
Atkins said was his position’s “non-
partisanship.”

Mayor Martin Marks told The
Times that the search for Mr. Atkins’
successor “begins immediately.” He
said the council plans to solicit pro-
posals from outside consulting firms
about the search for a new manager,
“but we’re not obligated” to con-
duct the process using an outside
firm.

The mayor said he told Mr. Atkins
during the council’s closed session
that he was “irreplaceable.”

“Twenty-eight years of service to
the town he grew up in is unparal-
leled,” Mr. Marks said, adding that
“outside of my family, there aren’t
too many people that I trust implic-
itly, but Tom is one of them.”

During last year’s election cam-
paign, some involved in campaigning
suggested that if the Democrats gained
control of the council, Mr. Atkins
would be replaced. The Republicans
maintained control, and in his New
Year’s message in January, the mayor
said he hoped Mr. Atkins would re-
main in his position “for many years
to come” but added that, “when it is
time for you to leave, it is my stead-
fast desire that it will be on your
terms.”

This week, the mayor told The
Times that while he was “saddened
that Tom is leaving, I am extremely
pleased that he is leaving on his own
terms.”

Mr. Atkins told The Times he isn’t
sure what he will do after leaving
his position, although he said he has
received interest from firms in both
the political and non-political are-
nas. He said he “will always be
available to help the town in any
way I can” and promised that be-
tween now and his departure next
year, he would be “very active” in
the 2008 budget process and the
daily operations of the township
government.

“I won’t slow down one bit until
I’m done,” he said.

Scotch Plains Town
Hall Renovations
Near Completion

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — About a
year after renovations to the
township’s municipal building got
underway, and more than five months
after the initial expected completion
date, Township Manager Thomas
Atkins hopes that the $3.9-million
project will be fully completed within
weeks and that the police depart-
ment, which has been housed in a
trailer since early this year, can move
its operations back inside the build-
ing in early 2008.

David Samsky for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
TOP VOLUNTEER…Scotch Plains Mayor Martin Marks congratulates Mari
McDevitt on receiving the “Female Volunteer of the Year” award at last Friday’s
Mayor’s Gala at the Shackamaxon Country Club.
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Fred Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
HO, HO, HO… These two children tell Santa what they want for Christmas during Scotch Plains’ holiday celebration and
Christmas tree-lighting ceremony held on Sunday night.


