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POLICE BLOTTER

Ron Bansky
715 Central Avenue Suite 10
Westfield
RonBansky@Allstate.com

Call me today for help with your
business insurance needs:
auto, property & liability.

(800) 554-6964

Insurance subject to availability and qualifications.Allstate New Jersey Insurance Company, Bridgewater, New
Jersey. © 2007 Allstate Insurance Company.

Proud member of Chamber of
Commerce

Holiday Schedule Announcement - Our holiday newspapers will be mailed on Thursday, December 27,
2007 and Thursday, January 3, 2008. Our closing press days for these editions are Monday noon, December
24 and Monday noon December 31, 2007 respectively. Please submit articles and advertisements a minimum
of two days prior to press days to assure making the deadlines.

Christmas
Press Day
Monday,

December 24

New Year’s
Press Day
Monday,

December 31

MS Council OK’s DOT
Sewer Work Off Rt. 22

By EBONY MCQUEEN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE – The borough
council has passed a resolution to
give the state Department of Trans-
portation permission to make storm-
water drainage improvements along
Route 22.

The borough approved the concep-
tual design, presented to them by The
RBA Group, an engineering, archi-
tecture and planning firm, at the
council’s November 27 meeting. The
design displays certain storm-water
drainage improvements along sec-
tions along the north Mountain Av-
enue exit off Route 22.

In other council business, the bor-
ough renewed its contract with Com-
merce National Risk Control. All
Commercial Driver License (CDL)
holders are required to undergo Ran-
dom CDL Drug and Alcohol Testing.
Council members said they have de-
termined a need for these services,
which will be provided by Commerce
National Risk Control at a rate of
$64.41 per CDL holder.

The council also renewed their con-
tract with Associated Humane Societ-
ies of Newark to provide animal con-
trol services for the borough in 2008.

The governing body also appointed
former councilman Ron Romak as act-
ing zoning official. Mr. Romak, who is
currently the public-works director, will
be filling in for Stephanie Trano while
she is on maternity leave. His appoint-
ment took effect November 27.

The board introduced an ordinance
outlining membership fees for use of
the borough’s community pool.

BOE Meeting to Include
Principal Survey Results

WESTFIELD – The board of edu-
cation will meet this Tuesday, De-
cember 11, at 302 Elm Street at 8
p.m.

The agenda will include a sum-
mary of the results of the online
community survey at
westfieldnjk12.org/whsprinsurvey,
which will close for final tabulation
on Monday at 3 p.m.

The district created the survey to
provide the community with input
regarding the search for a perma-
nent principal for Westfield High
School.

A report on the financial audit of
the district will also be on the agenda.
A complete agenda will be available
on westfieldnjk12.org and in the
board secretary’s office in the Elm
Street building tomorrow.

All board meetings are taped and
televised on Blue Devils TV-36 on
Tuesdays and Thursdays at 8 a.m.
and 7 p.m., as well as Saturdays and
Sundays at 10 a.m.

Westfield
Saturday, November 24, Andrew

Rosenberg, 18, of Westfield was arrested
and charged with underage possession of
alcohol after a motor-vehicle stop at
Knollwood Terrace and Shackamaxon
Drive. He was released on his own recog-
nizance with a summons.

Sunday, November 25, a Cranford resi-
dent reported that her motor vehicle was
damaged while parked on the 200 block of
Roger Avenue. Both the front and rear
passenger-side windows were smashed out.

Sunday, November 25, a motor vehicle
owned by a Westfield resident was dam-
aged while parked on the 100 block of
Rutgers Court. A window on the vehicle
was broken.

Sunday, November 25, a resident of
the 700 block of Prospect Street reported
that her motor vehicle was burglarized
while parked in the driveway of her home.
Compact disks and an umbrella were taken
from the vehicle.

Monday, November 26, a resident of
Scotch Plains reported the theft of an iPod
Nano from her daughter’s backpack after
it was left behind at an East Broad Street
eatery.

Monday, November 26, Tommy Fields,
36, of Newark was arrested and charged
with burglary and theft in connection
with the burglary of a residence on the
500 block of Hillside Avenue.

Police discovered the burglary while in-
vestigating a report of a suspicious person.
Officers observed signs of forced entry at
the rear of the residence. Rooms inside the
home had been entered and items were
found in disarray, police said. It was un-
known what property was missing.

Fields was arrested by Mountainside
police and charged at Westfield police
headquarters. He was transported to the
Union County jail in lieu of $7,500 bail.

Monday, November 26, a resident re-
ported a motor vehicle was burglarized in
Tamaques Park sometime between 7:30
a.m. and 1:45 p.m. on November 24.
Someone entered the unlocked vehicle
and stole approximately $200 worth of
items, police said

Tuesday, November 27, Kevin C.
Ungaretta, 25, of Clark was arrested at
Westfield police headquarters on a Westfield
motor-vehicle warrant. He was processed
and released after posting $500 bail.

Wednesday, November 28, Laurine
Connors, 44, of Fanwood was arrested on
the 1100 block of South Avenue, West,
and charged with possession of a prescrip-
tion legend drug and obtaining a con-
trolled dangerous substance by fraud. She
was released on her own recognizance.

Wednesday, November 28, Richard A.
Thomas, 42, of Westfield was arrested on
the 100 block of Windsor Avenue on a
Scotch Plains criminal warrant. He was
released after posting $200 bail.

Wednesday, November 28, Erick
Lewis, 35, of Cranford was arrested at
Cranford police headquarters on a
Westfield motor-vehicle warrant. He was
held at the Union County jail in lieu of
$650 bail.

Thursday, November 29, Todd Aurand,
30, of Summit was arrested on the 800
block of Central Avenue and charged with
possession of drug paraphernalia. He was
released on his own recognizance.

Saturday, December 1, Kyle Taylor,
18, of Westfield was arrested and charged
with underage possession of alcohol after
a motor-vehicle stop at Rahway Avenue
and Grove Street. He was released on his
own recognizance with a summons.

Mountainside
Tuesday, November 27, a resident of

Ridge Drive reported that someone en-
tered her unlocked vehicle and removed a
cell phone and $100 cash from her wallet.

Friday, November 30, Corey E. Brown,
28, of Roselle Park was arrested for driv-
ing with a suspended license after a mo-

tor-vehicle stop on Route 22 for having
no inspection sticker.

Wednesday, December 4, a resident of
Kings Court reported a fur coat missing
from his home. According to police, the
victim last remembered seeing the coat,
described as a brown or black full-length
coat, valued at $5,000, in February. The
incident is under investigation, police said.

Fanwood
Tuesday, November 27, Michael J.

Madden, 49, of South Plainfield was ar-
rested following a motor-vehicle stop for
an outstanding warrant out of Riverdale.

Wednesday, November 28, Jaime
Valentin, 41, of Piscataway was arrested
for shoplifting from a local convenience
store. According to police, Valentin fled
the scene in a vehicle; police later appre-
hended him on South Avenue.

He was also arrested for providing po-
lice with false information and outstand-
ing warrants out of Watchung and
Bellville, as well as a Union County
Sheriff’s Department no-bail warrant,
authorities said. Bail was $2,000 for the
Fanwood incidents, police said.

Thursday, November 29, Juan
Echeverria, 34, of Roselle was arrested
after a motor-vehicle stop on Martine
Avenue for an outstanding warrant out of
Warren Township.

Thursday, November 29, Breily E.
Rodriguez, 23, of Patterson was arrested
on an outstanding Patterson warrant after
a motor-vehicle stop on Martine Avenue.

Thursday, November 29, Alicia Brown,
44, of Plainfield was arrested on a
Somerset County no-bail body warrant
after a motor-vehicle stop on North Av-
enue. She was turned over to the Union
County Prosecutor’s Office, police said.

Thursday, November 29, an unidenti-
fied patron passed a counterfeit $50 bill to
a business in the 500 block of North Av-
enue. Police are investigating the incident.

Friday, November 30, Gregory Butler,
45, of Somerville was arrested on an
outstanding Somerville warrant after a
motor-vehicle stop on North Avenue.

Monday, December 3, a resident in the
100 block of South Avenue reported some-
time between the hours of 4 p.m. and
10:25 p.m. someone entered his vehicle
and removed a pair of speakers valued at
$1,000 from the trunk. According to po-
lice, there was no sign of forced entry.

Scotch Plains
Friday, November 30, an employee at

a Martine Avenue school reported that
someone removed a cell phone valued at
$250 from inside an office.

Sunday, December 2, Kareem
Abdelraouf, 19, of North Plainfield was
arrested for possession of marijuana after
police responded to a report of a suspi-
cious person on South Avenue.
Abdelraouf was transported to the Union
County jail after he was unable to post
bail, police said.

Sunday, December 2, a resident of
Highlander Drive reported that someone
smashed his mailbox, valued at $100.

Sunday, December 2, an attendant at a
Route 22 gas station reported that some-
one requested $25 worth of gas and then
left without paying for it. The attendant
was unable to supply a description of the
vehicle, police said.

Sunday, December 2, Samuel Shoulars,
43, of Newark was arrested for an out-
standing warrant after a motor-vehicle stop.

Sunday, December 2, a resident of Lake
Avenue reported that someone damaged
his front lawn. He placed the damage at
$300, police said.

Sunday, December 2, Ryjon Burke,
34, of Westfield was arrested for driving
while intoxicated after a motor-vehicle
stop. According to police, Burke was
stopped for a violation, at which time a
strong odor of alcohol was detected. He
was processed and released with a sum-
mons, police said.

Sheriff’s Officers Round Up
‘Deadbeats’ in Morning Raid

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

COUNTY – Officers arrested 46
“deadbeat dads” early Tuesday morn-
ing as part of raids conducted by the
Union County Sheriff’s Department.

Union County Sheriff Ralph
Froehlich said the targets were 67
people owning a total of $1 million in
child-support payments. He said of
that number, 46 people from “six or
seven out of the 21” towns in Union
County, accounting for more than
$700,000 in outstanding child sup-
port, were arrested. Forty-four were
fathers; the other two were mothers.
Linden, Elizabeth and Rahway were
among those towns where officers
conducted the raids.

“This is a statewide raid that we
are ordered from the state to ex-
ecute two times a year,” Sheriff
Froehlich said. Officers execute the
raids in coordination with the state’s
Department of Human Services and

other law-enforcement agencies. He
said the state informed his office of
the date of the raids “a few weeks
ago.”

The sheriff said the raids started at
4 a.m.; six three-man teams and two
transportation teams conducted them.
Two state judges sitting in Union
County set bail for some of the defen-
dants on Tuesday.

“There are some persons that lose
their jobs or have health problems
[that] the judge takes into consider-
ation,” the sheriff said. He said, how-
ever, that if a judge feels a parent has
purposely not paid support, he/she
would be charged.

“[Unpaid child support] is an on-
going issue,” Sheriff Froehlich said.

Vital Statistics 

Births 14 

Deaths 19 

Marriages 10 

Civil Unions 0 

Domestic Partnerships 0 

 

Communicable / Reportable 
Diseases 

Hepatitis B 1 

MAC 1 

Hepatitis C 2 

Pertussis 4 

Lyme Disease 1 

Disease Outbreaks 1 

 

Retail Food Inspections 

Passed 16 

Conditionally Satisfactory 1 

Total Initial/Re-inspections 22 

Walk-In Inspections  10 

Pre-Operational Inspections 2 

 

Environmental 

Garbage 1 

Food Surveillance 4 

Animal Bites 3 

 

Health Screenings/Programs 

Bone Density 1 

Pneumovax 3 

Flu Vaccinations – Walk-In 10 

Flu Vaccinations – Home Visits 0 

Flu Vaccinations – Clinics 427 

 

Enforcement 

Court Cases 1 

Westfield Regional Health
Department Blotter
Statistics for Westfield,

November 2007

for review and allotment of funds.
Additionally, two members of the

public spoke about issues of concern
in the town.

Prospect Street resident Robert
Tarte said he was “very concerned”
about the situation on Prospect Street
in relation to the construction on the
Savannah age-restricted condomini-
ums by developer James Ward.

“The road is closed nearly every
day, many times in both directions,”
Mr. Tarte said.

“This has been going on since La-
bor Day,” he said, and has become
“out of control.”

Mr. Tarte further said the town is
exercising “absolutely no consider-
ation for people living on Prospect
Street and people who have to use the
street every day,” in reference to a
time when the road was closed on a
Saturday afternoon even though the
construction workers had left.

Additionally, he said that the clos-
ing of Prospect Street was “an impo-
sition” and that detours result in “tak-
ing your life in your hands” to turn
out of Clark Street onto North Av-
enue.

Mr. Gildea spoke in response to
Mr. Tarte, explaining the “very seri-
ous safety concerns” that the town
has due to the “very unique” nature of
the construction.

“There is dangerous scaffolding and
work on the exterior on an already
narrow street,” he said, adding, “We
are doing everything that we can.”
Although the project will “go on for
many, many months,” Mr. Gildea said
the work on the exterior should be
ending soon.

However, he said, “safety concerns
come first.” When Mr. Tarte ques-
tioned these safety concerns, Mayor
Skibitsky stopped him – “We’ll refer
to our professionals about safety,” he
said.

Norwood Harris of Madison Av-
enue also addressed the council. While
he commended the town on begin-
ning the curbing project on the street,

he inquired about the construction of
a sidewalk, especially given the
“many” trucks that come through the
street.

Town Engineer Ken Marsh said
that the town would look into the
issue of sidewalks, even though side-
walks are “generally a residential re-
sponsibility.”

Mr. Ciarrocca, public-safety com-
mittee chairman, commented on the
high levels of truck traffic, saying
that the committee would add the
issue to their agenda.

“We’ll take a look at what we can
do about it,” he said.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Westfield Council

GW Council Seeks $103,000
In Development Block Grant

By KATHY MARQUES
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – The borough coun-
cil Tuesday night passed an ordinance
requesting $103,000 in grant money
from the Union County’s Community
Development Block Grant program.

The council requests $68,000 to put
towards automated handicapped access
and handicapped parking at the
borough’s fire house and municipal
buildings, $20,000 for a senior-citizen
program for dance, craft, education,
health and exercise programs, $8,000
for operating expenses of a senior-citi-
zen transportation program and $7,000
for the senior-citizen handyman pro-

gram, which provides low and moder-
ate income seniors with home repair.

In other business, the council au-
thorized an outdoor liquor license for
Bensi of Garwood to serve alcohol to
their dining customers at their side-
walk cafe in front of the restaurant on
South Avenue.

At the November 20 council meet-
ing, some residents expressed con-
cern about exposing their children to
alcohol in public, while other resi-
dents said they didn’t see a problem
with it. Resident Anne Leonard, who
didn’t attend the November 20 meet-
ing, questioned the council’s reason-
ing for issuing the license.

“There are several conditions that
they [Bensi] must meet,” said Mayor
Dennis McCarthy. “They can only
serve liquor with a meal, they must
stop serving at 10 p.m. and there can-
not be any liquor left behind on the
tables after the customers have left.”

Council President Charles
Lombardo, a Rahway Valley Sewage
Authority commissioner, said a sew-
erage drop should help the borough
in its 2008 RVSA budget assessment.

“This will help us when we are billed.
The estimate is based on less usage this
past year,” Mr. Lombardo said.

Garwood’s assessment for sewage
treatment has nearly doubled since
2006, increasing by 94 percent from
$671,000 to $1.3 million. The sewer
tax is spread out over 1,095 house-
holds plus the businesses in Garwood.

The RVSA, undergoing more than
$200 million in court ordered improve-
ments, is assessing the cost of the debt
throughout the towns it serves – Clark,
Cranford, Garwood, Kenilworth,
Mountainside, Rahway, Roselle Park,
Scotch Plains, Springfield, Westfield,
Winfield Park and Woodbridge.

Mr. Lombardo, chairman of the
council’s streets and roads committee,
said curbside collection will end this
week. The borough will begin bagged
leaf collection on Wednesdays start-
ing next week until the end of the year.

The last scheduled meeting of the
2007 council is December 18.

The borough council will hold its
reorganization meeting on January 6
at 3 p.m. in the council chambers at
the municipal building. Newly elected
council members Stephen Napolitano
and Anthony Sytko will be installed
at this public meeting, replacing cur-
rent council members Charles
Lombardo and Victor DeFillippo.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

District 7 Congressional Race
professional and former political cam-
paign operative.

Mr. Lance, the senate minority
leader for the past four years, listed
“fiscal responsibility, ethical integ-
rity and environmental protection” as
issues in the election.

“I believe my experience in Tren-
ton would be very helpful in Wash-
ington,” he said, specifically pointing
to fiscal issues. He said he has been
an opponent of “[State] borrowing
without approval from voters.”

Although noting the importance of
fundraising, Mr. Lance said he believes
the “primary consideration should be
who is the best person for the job.”

Assemblyman Peter Biondi (LD-
16, Somerville), Republican Confer-
ence Leader in the assembly, is also

said to be considering his candidacy,
as are Warren Township Mayor Vic-
tor Sordillo, Hunterdon Freeholder-
elect Will Mennen, former pro wres-
tler Michael Illions and Scotch Plains
physician Matt Smith. Hunterdon
Freeholder Matt Holt, the grandson
of former U.S. Senator Clifford Case,
has said he would not run if Mr.
Lance entered the race.

Mr. Kean, Assemblyman Jon
Bramnick (LD-21, Westfield) and
former Rep. Bob Franks of Berkeley
Heights have said they would not run
for the seat.

The 7th district includes 54 towns
spread across Hunterdon, Middlesex,
Somerset and Union Counties.

Horace Corbin contributed to this
report.

9:30 p.m., is for Westfield children in
grades 7 and 8.

The town will hold “Family Night”
on New Year’s Eve at the Westfield
Armory. The event, aimed at families
with children 15 years old or younger,
will be held from 6 to 10 p.m.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Recreation

Greg Ryan for The Westfield Leader
BABY IT’S COLD OUTSIDE…People staged a live manger in front of the
Presbyterian Church of Westfield on Mountain Avenue during Sunday night’s
frigid temperatures.

get involved.
goleader.com/organizations


